Box 471

Cooper Station

New York, New York 10003
March 23, 1966

To All Organizers:

Dear Comrades,

Again this year, as in the past, the YSA will be using the sum-
mer period to concentrate on education. The summer schools
have played a vital role in building, strengthening, and devel-
oping the YSA and it important that careful thought be given

to them well in advance.

L.ocal activities should be planned to complement the classes.
In the past years we have found that it is impossible to run

a summer school and continue the same amount of ¥YSA activity
as is normal during the year. If local activity is not cut,
the extra load of meetings and readings will wear YSAers down,
instead of renewing and inspiring them for further work.

At large YSA members or those in small locals should make every
effort to move to an area which is holding a school thls summer.
If this is impossible, a small local can hold its own classes,
or drive to a neighboring local for special sessions.

We have learned a number of things from the summer schools in the
past which should be kept in mind when planning a school in
your area.

1. Careful consideration should be given to the number of sub-
jects the school will cover. One of the most common errors 1s
to attempt to cover too much. A shorter program, in which basic
ideas are concretely and thoroughly discussed is more fruitful
than a program which attempts to cover many subjects and does
not cover any one of them thoroughly.

2. The amount of reading assligned should be such that it can

be done by all YSAers. Supplementary lists can be used by those
who have extra time, but emphasis should be placed on a certain
amount of basic reading which everyone is required to do. If
the reading is not done, the classes tend to dislintegrate into
"bull" sessions at which little is learned.

3. When planning a course for the school, be sure there are
enough people available who are knowledgeable on the subject to
handle the lectures. Only if the presentations are well planned
and concrete can they provide the basis for a good discussion and
draw the lessons relevart for today.
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Here are some suggestions which have worked well in the past.

1. Questlons on the reading can be mimeoed in advance. These
can be answered as the comrades read the materlal assigned,
and can provide the basis for the discussion at the session
where the material is covered.

2. The class can be divided into smaller discussion groups
after the lecture. Discussion leaders should be well prepared
on the material so that they can lead the discussion and help
answer the questions which are raised.

The National Office will be putting out study guides on the
following topics: Stalinism, labor history, history of the
Trotskylst movement in the U.S., Negro history and black nat-
ionalism. These will include a reading list, questions on the
reading, and lists of recommended tapes. We hope to have these
out by the middle of April.

In addition, the Education Department of the Socialist
Workers Party has question outlines available on the followilng
books. These can be ordered from Evelyn Reed, 873 Broadway,
New York, New York.

In Defense of Marxism 15 cents
History of American Trotskyism 15 cents
The Struggle for a Proletarian Party 20 cents
State and Revolution 15 cents
The Revolution Betrayed 15 cents
History of the Russian Revolution 15 cents

Also available is a handbook on public speaking which each
local can order for, reference. The cost is 40 cents. Please
include the money with each order. g

Speakers from New York will be available to lecture in the
locals., We will try to have at least one speaker from New York
go to each local that is holding a summer school. In addition,
the locals can write to other areas for speakers.

There are a number of good tapes available which can be used.
These will be listed in the study guide which is sent out and
can be ordered directly from Chicago. These tapes can be used
in lieu of a lecture for some of the sessions.

Please keep us informed on the plans for your summer school.
The National Office will be glad to give any help or suggestions
it can. ' .

Comradely,

weey v *
F— 5 s
3 i AR 9T B g

Janet Daniels
YSA National Office



Minutes of the Plenum of the National Committee, March 6, 1966

Present: Full: Betsey, John Ben., Joel, Daniels, Kipp, Les,

Jan, Gus, Caroline, Doug, Lew, Marilyn, Paul,
Derrel, Derrick, Danny, Melissa, Syd, Dan,
Mary-Alice

Alternates: Robin, Charles, Linda, Ernie, Dick, Eleoise,
Francine, Roland, John C., Joe, Larry,
Suzanne, Walter, Peer

Chairman: Lew

Agenda:

1. Election of National Officers

2. Election of National Executive Committee

3. Editor of the Young Socialist

L4, National Tour

Motion: To approve the agenda.

Carried

1. Election of National Officers - Betsey

Motion: That Lew be National Chairman.
Motion: That Betsey be National Secretary.

Carried

Election of National Executive Committee - Lew

Motion: That the following compose the NEC: Betsey,
Danlels, Caroline, Doug, Lew, Melissa, Dan, Mary-Alice.

Carried ~
Editor of the Young Socialist - Lew
Motion: To table to the NEC.
carried

National Tour - Lew

Suggestion that Doug make a national tour this spring
on the general topic of "Socialism or How to Change the World,"

Discussion: Doug, Paul, Les

Straw vote on suggestion.

Carried

Motion: To adjourn.

Carried



MINUTES OF THE FIFTH NATIONAL CONVENTION OF THE
YOUNG SOCTALIST ALLIANCE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, MARCH 4-6, 1966

Pivst Session, Friday, March 4, 1966, Convened at 1:15 p.m.

I._ ORGANIZATION OF CONVENTION

Motion by Jack B. for the National Committee: That the
Presiding Committee consist of Betsey B., Jack B., Jon B.,
Daniels, Jan G., Doug J., Lew J., Ralph L., Derrel M.,
Melissa S., Dan S., Mary-Alice S.

Carried

Motion: That Betsey B. present the National Committee motions
on the organization of the convention.

Carried
1. Motion: That procedural questions be decided by majority
vote with one speaker for and one against, each with one
minute.
Carried
2. Motion: To approve the agenda as written with the
addition of National Committee Elections as the sixth
point.
Carried’

3. Motlon: To approve the schedule as written with the
addition of 15 minutes to the Majority Antiwar Report.

Carried
4, Motion: To adopt the following rules for the convention:
a. Delegates and alternates seated in place of absent
delegates have voice and vote. Fraternal delegates -

have voice and consultative vote.

b. Only those delegates seated at the roll call of
particular session may vote.

c. All sessions be open, with the exception of the
session electing the new National Committee which
shall be closed.

d. The National Committee be elected by secret ballot.



1966 Convention Minutes ~ -2~

10.

e. Discussion presentations be limited to ten minutes.
f. In any discussion period no one may speak a second
time before each person desiring the floor has had
a chance to speak.
Carried

Motion: That the fraternal delegates by NCers and

gspecial guests. That the special guests be the two

representatives from Canada and one representative
from the Socialist Workers Party.

Carried

Motion: That there be a nominating commission made up
of one delegate from each local.

Carried

Motion: That the nominating commission be chaired by
John Ben. and Gus H. who shall have voice and no vote.

Carried

Motion: That the convention be open to ¥YSAers and
sympathizers vouched for by the locals.

Carried

Motion: That Steve C. and Debbie R. be convention
secretaries.

Carriéd

Motion: That two people elected by the convention serve
as the credentials committee to be chaired by Syd S.

Carried

Nominations: Dennis S., Eloise M., Jim K.

Motion: To elect all three nominated to the credentials

committee.

Carried

Recommendation from the Presiding Committee that Kipp D. be
chairman of the first session.

Motion: To approve.

Carried
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II. PRESENTATION ON STEVE FOX APPEAL
Reporter - Mary--Alice S.

Discussion: None

Motlion from National Committee: That the National Convention
of the YSA uphold and commend the action of the Detroit local
in expelling Steve Fox.

Vote on motion by NC:
Delegates: 39 for, none opposed, no abstentions
Consultative: 25 for, none opposed, no abstentions
Carried

First Session adjourned at 2:05 p.m.

Second Session, Friday, March 4, 1966, Convened at 2:25 p.m.

Recommendation from Presiding Committee that Walter L. be
chalrman of the Second Session.

Motion: To approve.
Carried
I. FRATERNAL GREETINGS FROM THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY

Presented by Ed S., National Organizational Secretary of
the SWP. .

II. POLITICAL RESOLUTION

Reporter - Lew J.

Discussion on Political Resolution: Dick R., Francine C.,
Bonnie S., Jon Brit., Robin M., Jan G., Derrick M., John Char.,
Melissa S., Suzanne W., Dan S.

Recess for dinner 5:30 p.m. - reconvene 7:05 p.m.

Discussion on Political Resolutipbn continued: Syd S., Les E.,
Norma L., Mary M., Dave P.

Summary on Political Resolution - Lew J.

Motion from Presiding Committee: To affirm the general line
of' the majority political resolution and report and to reject
the general line of the Shumm and M. Jones - Ginther minority
resolutions.
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Vote on Presiding Committee motion: _
Delegates: 38 for, none against, no abstentions
Consultative: 26 for, none against, no abstentions

Carried

Motion from Presiding Committee: To change the convention
schedule as follows in hopes that Comrades Larry S. and
Mellina J., who are still snowbound, will arrive by tomorrow
afternoon: Constitution report tonight from 8:00 - 9:00 p.m.
followed by discussion, summary and vote. To postpone the
antiwar report until tomorrow morning, and schedule a minority
antiwar report for 5:30 p.m. tomorrow.

Carried

Recommendation from Presiding Committee that Derrick M. be
chairman of Third Session.

Motion: To approve.
Carried

Second Session adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Third Session, Friday, March 4, 1966, Convened at 8:20 p.m.

I. CONSTITUTION REPORT

Reporter - Dan S.

Motion by Walter L.: That the proposed constitution.'be
amended to read as follows: K

1. Article III, sec.4: "...dues are a minimum of fifty
cents a month for high school students and one dollar
a month for all other members."

2. Article III, sec. 5: "...may be dropped after 15 days
. notification.” _

3. Article IV, sec. 3: "Each local unit shall normally
elect an executive committee."

L., Article IX, sec 3% "...15 days in advance of trial."
A ?73 vote is required for expulsion.”

Discussion on Constitution Report: Walter L., Robin M.,
Toby R., Marilyn L., Les E., John R., Francine C., John Bel.,
Roland S., Linda B. )

Summary on Constitution Report - Dan S.

Walter L. withdraws proposed amendments #1, 2, and 4.
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Vote on proposed amendment #3 that "Each local unit shall
normally elect an executive committee.”
Delegates: 1 for, 39 against, no abstentions
Consultative: none for, 27 against, no abstentions

Defeated
Vote on adoption of proposed constitution.
Delegates: 39 for none against, no abstentions
Consultative: 27 for, none against, no abstentions
Carried -

Third Session adjourned at 10:25 p.m.

Fourth Session, Saturday. March 5, 1966, convened at 10:00 a.m.

Recommendation from Presiding Committee that Linda B. be
chairman of the Fourth Session.

Motion: To approve.
Carried

I. ANTIWAR REPORT

Reporter - Doug J.

Announcements:

Panels on Civil Liberties and the Negro Struggle will be
held from 1:30 to 3:30. .

Nominating Commission will meet at 12:30.
Recessed at 11:05 a.m. -- reconvene at 5:40 p.m.

Announcement :

As Comrades Larry S. and Mellina J. have not arrived and
we have had no word from them, there will be no minority
antiwar report.

Motion by Ralph L. for the Presiding Committee: That we send
the following telegram to the National Office of the W,E.B.
DuBois Club":

"The Fifth National Convention of the Young Socialist
Alliance expresses complete solidarity with you against the
undemocratic attempt of United States Attorney General
Katzenbach on March 4 to force your organization to register
under the unconstitutional McCarran Act. The YSA offers
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its full collaboration to defeat this threat to the
democratic rights of all Americans, especially our gen-
eration of fighting youth."

Carried unanimously

Discussion on Antiwar Report: Dick R., Kipp D., Gus H.,
Caroline J., Wendy R., Toby R., Roland S., Pete C., Judy H.,
Marilyn L., Derrel M., John R., John Ben., Larry S.,

Ralph L., Robin M., Pat C., Walter L., Jaimey A., Jack B.

Summary of antiwar Report - Doug J.

Motion from Presiding Committee: To affirm the general line
of the majority resolution and report, and reject the general
line of the Shumm resolution.

Vote on the Presiding Committee motion:
Delegates: O for, none against, no abstentions
Consultative: 27 for, none against, no. abstentions

Carried

Motion from Presiding Committee: To make the Canadian
Report the first point on the agenda Sunday morning.

Carried

Fourth Session adjourned at 10:15 p.m.

Fifth Session, Sunday, March 6, 1966, convened at 10;40 a.m,

Recommendation from the Presiding Committee that Dave S.
be chairman of the fifth session. '

Motion: To approve.
Carried

I. CANADIAN REPORT

Reporter - John R.

Questions and Summary

Motion by MarytAlice S. for the Presiding Committee: That we
send the following message to Comrade Joe Johnson:

"The Fifth National Convention of the Young Socialist Alliance
expresses complete support to your fight against the uncon-
stitutional attempt of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization
Service to deport you from your native country and deprive you
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of your American citizenship. The YSA offers its full
collaboration in defeating this attempt to inflict on you
the cruel and unusual punishment of being a stateless person,
which is a threat to the civil liberties of all."

Carried unanimously

II. ORGANIZATIONAL REPORT

Reporter - Betsey B.

Discussion on Organizational Report: Derrel M.

Recess for lunch at 1:05 p.m. - reconvene at 2:00 p.m.

Discussion continued: Robin M., Joel B., Roland S., Dick R.,
Beverly B., Walter L., Bonnie S., Eloise M., Linda B.,
Mary-Alice S., Jan G., Les E., Joe H., Marilyn L., Dave W,

Summary on Organizational Report - Betsey B.
Motion from the Presiding Committee: That the convention
approve a fund drive of $6,7000 to run from March 15 to
June 15, 1966.

Carried

Motion from Presiding Committee: To approve the general
line of the organizational report.

Carried

Appreciation and thanks to the kitchen staff, Suzanne W., and the
entire Chicago local for the excellent convention arrangements.

III. CREDENTIALS REPORT

Reporter - Syd S.

Delegates: Present 40: 25 men, 15 women, or 37.5% women.
Average age 22 years. Average age last year was 22. Number
of years in YSA -7.5% less than 1 year, 55% 1-2 years, 25%
3-4 years, 12.5% 5 years or more.

Fraternal delegates: Present 35: 25 men, 10 women, or 28.6%
women. Average age 23.9 years. Average age last year was
23.5 years. Number of years in YSA - 0% less than 1 year,
16% 1-2 yedrs, 42% 3-U4 years, U42% 5 years or more.

Alternates: Present 36: 25 men, 11 women, or 30.5% women.
Average age 22 years. Average age last year was 20. Number
of years in YSA - 18% less than 1 year, 55% 1-2 years, 21%
3-4 years, 12.5% 5 years or more.
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Visitors: Present 87. Average age 21.8 years. Average age
last year was 20.5. 32 non-YSAers, 55 YSAers. Of those in
YSA, 50% in less than 1 year, 32% 1-2 years, 15% 3-4 years,

and 3% 5 years or more.

Summary: 205 present, of which 166 are YSAers (statistics
based on 198). Last year there were 143 in attendance of
which 130 were YSAers. Average age is 22 years, and the
average length of time in YSA is 2 years and 2 months.
Last year the average length of time in ¥YSA was 1 year and
11 months.

63 YSAers, or 38% of those registered are on campus,
representing 32 schools. Last year 45% were on campus,
representing 32 schools and two high schools. 65% are
engaged in academic, professional, semi-professional, or

clerical occupations. 35% are in production and industrial

occupations. Last year it was approximately 70% - 30%

respectively. 35% had some previous political affiliation,
although not everyone answered that question. Last year it

was about 22%.

Speakers in discussion were 28 men and 23 women. Reporters

were 3 men and 3 women.
Last year 31% had been in YSA less than 1 year, 21.5%

1-2 years, 22.5% 2-3 years, 13.2% 3 -4 years, and 17 8% 5 years

or more,
Appreciation expressed to comrades graduating from the YSA.
Singing of the Internationale

Fifth Session adjourned at 3:30 p.m.

Sixth Session, Sunday, March 6, 1966, convened at 4:00 p.m.”
 Delegates and fraternal delegates only.

I. NOMINATING COMMISSiON REPORT

Reporter -~ John Ben.
Proposed slates of full members and alternates read.

Slate for Regular National Committee Members (20)

Betsey B. Caroline J. Melissa S.
John Ben. Doug J. Syd S.

Joel B. Lew J. Dan S.

Janet D. . Marilyn L. : Mary-Alice S.
Kipp D. Paul L.

Les E. Derrel M.

Jan G. Derrick M,

Gus H. Danny _R.
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Slate for Alternates to the National Committee (15)

1. Robin M. ’ 9., Roland S.
2. Charlie B. 10. John C.

3. Linda B. 11. Joe H.

4, Ernie E. : 12, Larry S.
5. Dick M. 13. Suzanne W,
6. Irving K. 14. Walter L.
7. Eloise M. 15. Peer V.

8. Francine C.

Motion by John Ben.: To set the number of full National
Committee members at twenty.

carried

Motion by John Ben.: To accept the slate of twenty as
proposed by the Nominating Commission.

Carried
Motion by John Ben.: To set the number of alternates at fifteen.
Carried

Motion by John Ben.: To accept the list of alternates as
ordered by the Nominating Commission.

Discussion: Roland S. (declines nomination and nominates
Howard S. to take his place)

Motion by John Ben.: To reconsider the previous motion setting
The number of alternates at 15, in light of Roland S.'s declination,

Discussion: Mike T., Gus H., John Bel., Norma L., Jack B.
Howard S. (declines nomination), Roland S. (withdraws declination),
John Ben. (withdraws motion to reconsider)

Vote on motion to accept the list of alternates as ordered by
the nominating commission.

carried

CONVENTION ADJOURNED: 4:40 p.m.




Minutes of the Plenum of the National Committee, March 4, 1966

Present: Full: Jack, Betsey, John Ben., John Bel., Jon Brit.,
Joel, Pete, Daniels, Les, Jan, Gus, Doug, Lew,
Ralph, Paul, D &rrel, Melissa, Dan, Mary-Alice,
Judy

Alternates: John C., Marilyn, Syd, Roland, Joe, Dick,
Derrick, Francine, Kipp, Caroline, Dave

Chairman: Jack

Agenda:

Plenum Guest
. Procedural Questions and Schedule
Steve Fox Case

Jones-Ginther Resolution

. * L] Ll

W

Motion: To approve the agenda.

Carried
1. Plenum Guest - Jack
Motion: To seat Ed Shaw as a guest.
Carried

2. Procedural Questions and Schedule - Betsey

1. Motion: That the Presiding Committee be the NEC, Lew J.,
an NCer from the West Coast and an NCer from the Midwest.

2. Motion: That procedural questions be de ided by majority
vote with one speaker for and one against, each with one
minute. :

3. Motion: To approve the following agenda:

Steve Fox Case

Political Report

Antiwar Report
Organizational Report
National Committee Elections

OO TD

L, Motion: To approve the schedule as written.

5. Motion: To have two panels, one on civil liberties to
be chaired by Daniels, and one on the Negro Struggle to
be chaired by Joel B.

6. Motion: To adopt the following rules to be proposed by
the Plenum to the convention:

a. Delegates and alternates seated in place of absent
delegates have voice and vote. Praternal delegates
have voice and consultative vote.
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b. Only those delegates seated at the roll call of a
particular session may vote.

¢c. All sessions shall be open, with the exception of the
session electing the new National Committee which shall
be closed.

d. The National Committee shall be elected by secret
ballot.

e. Discussion presentations shall be limited to ten
minutes.

f. In any discussion period no one may speak a second
time before each person desiring the floor has had
a chance to speak.

7. Motion: That the fraternal delegates be NCers and
special guests. That the special guests be two rep-
resentatives from Canada and Ed Shaw from the SWP.

8. Motion: That there be a nominating commission made up
of one delegate from each local.

9. Motion: That the nominating commission be chaired by
John Ben. and Cus H. who shall have voice and no vote.

10. Motion: That the convention be open to YSAers and
sympathlizers vouched for by the locals.

11. Motion: That Steve C. and Rhoda L. be convention
secretaries.

12. Motion: That Syd S. andltwo pebple elected by thé
convention serve as the credentials committee.

Discussion: Ralph, Jack, Pete

All Motions Carried

Steve Fox Case - Jack

Motion: That the National Committee present the following
motion to the convention: That the National Convention of
the YSA uphold and commend the action of the Detroit local
in expelling Steve Fox.

Carried
Jones—Ginthef Resolution - Jack

Motion: To take up this resolution under the political
report and not as a separate point.

Carried

Motion: To adjourn. Carried



NEC Minutes for March 20, 1966 - No. 11

Present: NEC: Melissa, Mary-Alice, Lew, Doug, Caroline, Daniels,
Dan, Betsey
NC: Gus
NC ALT: Roland

Chairman: Melissa

Agenda: 1. Fund Drive

2. Tour

3. Young Socialist

L, Pamphlets

5. Education

6. DuBois Club Defense
7

. Antiwar Movement Report

1. Fund Drive - Mary-Alice

Motion: That Mary-Alice be in charge of the fund drive.

Motion Passed

2. Tour - Doug
Report gilven.
Motion: To approve the report.

Discussion: Lew

Motion Passed

3. Young Socialist -.Mary-Alice

Motion: That Doug remain editor of the YS.

Motion: That Daniels be YS business manager.

Motion: That the editorial board be Doug, Mary-Alice,
Dan, Lew, Melissa, and Betsey.

Report given on tentative plans for the next issue.

Motiomns Passed

4. Pamphlets - Lew

Motion: That’we try to publish three pamphlets in the
near future, one on independent political action, one throw
away on "Introducing the YSA" and one with reprints from
Che Guevara's speeches and writings.

Discussion: Melissa, Daniels, Betsey, Daniels, Betsey,
Melissa, Betsey, Roland, Caroline, Melissa, Mary-Alice, Melissa.

Motion Passed




5. Education - Daniels

Although it will be up to each individual local to plan ,
a school with speakers, readings, etc., the N.,0., will be getting
out 1lists of suggested tapes, readings, and questions that
the locals can use. The topics being prepared are: Stalinism,
labor history, party history, and Negro history and nationalism.
We will be writing the locals on plans for providing outside
speakers for each area.

Motion: That Daniels handle education.

Motion Passed

6. DuBois Club Defense - Betsey

Reports have come in from around the country on the re-
sponse to the attack on the DuBois Clubs. SDSers, antiwar
committee members, and radicals have all tried to show in var-
ious ways their desire to help fight the attack. On the other
‘hand the DuBois Clubs have, in the areas we know about, done
very little to provide people with a good way to aid the de-
fense. They have emphasized joining the DuBois Clubs as the
best way to build the defense. They are not setting up a de-
fense committee and their meetings have not been carefully
planned with broad sponsorship.

Around the country YSA has tried to help with the defense
of the DuBois Club by offering to sponsor DuBois Club speakers
at our forums, by offering our headquarters for meetings in
their defense, by speaking at their defense meetings, and by
building their defense picket lines and rallies.

The DuBois Clubs have hurt the whole movement by their
sectarian approach to their defense. We should continue to
do what we can to educate the people in the antiwar movement
on the proper way to conduct a defense. We should also try
to keep in contact with the DuBois Clubs in light of the new
people they have drawn around them as a result of the attack.
Reports from the YSA locals indicate that in most areas we
are doing this.

Motion: To approve the report.

DPiscussion: Roland, Lew, Betsey, Roland, Doug, Caroline,
Melissa, Roland, Mary-Alice, Doug, Melissa, Gus

Motion Passed

7. Antiwar Repoft - Lew

Motion: To. dpprove the report. (See attached.)

Discussion: Roland, Lew, Betsey, Roland, Doug, Caroline,
Melissa, Roland, Mary-Alice, Doug, Gus, Roland, Doug.

Motion Passed




Box 471

Cooper Station

New York, New York 10003
March 17, 1966

TO ALL ORGANIZERS:

Re: National Tour
Dear Comrades,

The title of the talk for the scheduled national tour
by Doug Jenness is

SOCIALISM AND THE NEW RADICALS
How This Generation Can Change Society

Doug has prepared only this one speech. Please do not
ask him to give talks on other subjects.

Doug may be advertised as the Editor of the Young
Socialist and as a member of the National Executive
Committee of the Young Socialist Alliance.

Each local should arrange a meeting with the local NC
members and the organizer, or with the executive committee,
during Doug's stay ‘in your area. In addition, Doug will.-
have a report on the anti-war situation and a tour report
to be given at membership meetings in: each area.

Comradely,
X

- / .

Lew Jones
National Chairman



Antiwar Report

Given to the NEC March 20, 1966 by Lew Jones

The March 25-26 Days of Protest, from all indications, will
be larger, more militant, and take place in more areas than
the October Days of Protest. The New York Parade Committee ex-
pects a minimum of 30,000 marchers. The trailblazers report that
practically every campus they have visited will be having some
form of protest. "Bring the Troops Home Now'" appears to be
the most popular slogan in the preparations for the marches.

However, in contradiction to this growth in numbers and
militancy, the movement continues to be "localized" with no
national ties or perspective. As we noted both before and after
the Washington NCC Convention, a movement like the antiwar move-
ment with no strong national center or organization tends to
lack clear direction, lack national ties and identification, is
more susceptible to demoralization, and is not able to take full
advantage of its potential.

This localization of the movement has resulted most graphically
in the lack of a clear perspective for the coming period. Follow-
ing the Days of Protest, the committees and newly radicalized
individuals who protested will not see a next step to take.

We must project campaignhs that will lead the antiwar movement and
serve to draw it together laying the basis for our aim of a
national organization to "Bring the Troops Home Now".

The Bring the Troops Home Now Newsletter will be a valuable
ally in this process. It has been steadily gaining influence
in the movement. The interest in it spreads with each issue in
terms of the numbers interested, and in the numbers of areas where
it is distributed. The response to 1its efforts in building the
International Days of Protest has been encouraging.

Experience has shown, however, that the perspective of affil-
iating individual antiwar committees to the Newsletter is dif-
ficult to carry out. Far greater success has come trom affil-
iating individuals through groups like the Organizing Committees
to Bring the Troops Home Now or the Supporters of the Newsletter.
The organizing committees draw their membership from indIvidual
CEWV'S and exist parallel to the CEWV'S, while the members par-
ticipate in both the CEWV'S and the organizing committees. In
actuality the organizing committees have become committees that
have as members the key activists and builders of the movement.

The Newsletter 1is beginning a campaign to build the Newsletter
around these organizing committees and supporter groups. In doing
this, the Newsletter is projecting several campaigns which the
organizing committees can use as axes of activity in the coming
period. YSAers in these organizing committees and supporter
groups should pick up these campaigns and try to draw local
committees into them.
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Two of these potential campaigns are:

1). The Lt. Henry Howe defense case. This is a case revolving
around the right of soldiers to have and eXpress ideas against )
the war in the armed forces. This case has the potential of
appealing to many antiwar activists. It can also eventually
build bridges into the armed forces themselves. From all indi-
cations, the case does not appeal to our opponents, even though
it will be difficult for them to ignore it. Building, propagandi-
zing, and aiding the Howe defense will become a major task for the
BTHN supporters.

2). In several cities (New York, Boston, Chicago, and Detroit)
attempts are being made to launch Afro-American Committees Ag-
ainst the War in Vietnam. If these committees are successful
in the coming demonstrations in mobilizing black contingents,
their viability and potential will be established. Mobilizing
Negro sentiment through the AAAWV would stand in stark contrast
to the lack of success of the "peace and freedom" proponents.

If the committees are a success, helping to build them would
be an arena of valuable work.

The New York Organizing Committee to Bring the Troops Home
Now is planning a regional conference on April 17, where these
campaigns can be presented and discussed. Called in the name
of the Organizing Committee, the conference will try to draw
antiwar militants together for a discussion of the perspectives
of the movement and concrete ideas on future campaigns.

The agenda as planned now will include Lt. Howe's parents, a
panel or speaker on the AAAWV, a presentation of opposition

to "peace" candidates, and a presentation by someone on the
Newsletter staff on how to build the antiwar movement. The

staff member of the Newsletter will outline a perspective in=
volving the campaigns mentioned above. In addition, he will
outline such things as membership cards, introductory brochures,
and more speaking and initiation of activities by the Newsletter.
The Organizing Committee plans in this way to orient the activists
in New York so that they will take the projected campaigns

back to their individual CEWV's.,

The influence and authority of the National Coordinating
Committee has not grown. They have evolved from a coordinating
committee to a committee with an open political position. The
NCC forces want to use the summer to go into the community and
organize the'peace forces! They see themselves playing much
the same role as’'SNCC has in the South during the summer months.
That is, asking students to take their summer months and devote
them to the 'movement', It is perfectly clear that they want
to use this 'crusade' to mobilize support for the peace candidates.
They say this openly in Peace and Freedom News # 17: "In re-
gard to the summer it might be possible to offer campaign help to
various antiwar people who are running such as Robert Scheer,
Sen. Gaylord Nelson (Wisc.), etc."
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More and more openly now, the NCC is lining itself up
with the peace candidate forces and the right wing of the
antiwar movement. Thus the polarization in the antiwar movement
deepens. Two paths for building are projected ever more

clearly --- one by the NCC and the other by the Newsletter. Our

Job will be to support the campaigns projected by the Newsletter

and counterpose them to the right wing of the movement and
their peace candidates. 1In this way we will maintain the
militancy of the movement and lay the basis for more coordin-
ation of the militant section of the movement on a national
scale, and the basis for the eventual formation of a national
organization to Bring the Troops Home Now.

March 20, 1966



YOUNG
SOCIALIST
ALLIANCE FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

P.O. BOX 471 COOPER STATION »
NEWYORK, N.Y., 10003 YU9-7570 March 9, 1966

YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE URGES
BROAD DEFENSE OF DUBOIS CLUBS

Lew Jones, National.Chairman of the Young Socialist
Alliance (YSA), stated today that "the Fifth National Con-
vention of the YSA, meeting in Chicago on March 4-6,
unanimously adopted a motion to send a message to the Nat-
ional Office of the W.E.B. DuBois Club expressing 'complete
solidarity' with them against the undemocratic attempt of
United States Attorney General Katzenbach to force them to

register under the unconstitutional McCarran Act."

He said that the "YSA offered its collaboration to -
defeat this threat to the democratic rights of all Americans,

especially our generation of fighting youth."

Jones stated that the subsequent bombing of the DuBois
Club national headquarters in San Francisco and the physical
attacks on individual members of the DuBois Club in New Yorkr
City are the sorry results of the government attack on the

organization.

"The registration order comes," he said, "at a time
when thousands of young people are involved in a protest

movement against the Vietnam war. The government's



Young Socialist Alliance Press Release -2~
March 9, 1966

red-baiting attack on the DuBois Club is an attempt to
drive a wedge into the antiwar movement and divide it.

It is designed to deal a blow against the growing anti-
war movement in this country and scare people away from
exercising their constitutional right to organize and pro-

test against government policy.

"The YSA strongly protests the action of Attorney
General Katzenbach and the failure of the New York police
department to protect the rights of individual members of
the DuBois Club from physical attack."

Jones reaffirmed the offer of the YSA National Conven-
tion to collaborate in defeating this threat to the democratic
rights of all Amerilcans, and urged the broadest possible

defense of the DuBois Club.



Young Socialist Alliance Press Release -3-
March 9, 1966

RESOLUTION ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE FIFTH NATIONAL
CONVENTION OF THE YOUNG SOCIALIST ALLIANCE (March 5, 1966)

That we send the following cable to the National Office of
the W.E,B, DuBois Club:

The Fifth National Convention of the Young Socialist
Alliance expresses complete solidarity with you against the
undemocratic attempt of United States Attorney General
Katzenbach on March 4 to'force your organization to register
under the McCarran Act. The YSA offers its collaboration
to defeat this threat to the democratic rights of all

Americans, especlally our generation of fighting youth.



NEC Minutes - February 17, 1966 - No. 9
Present: NEC: John, Dan, Mary-Alice, Ralph, Melissa, Betsey,
Jack, Doug, Daniels
NC ALT: Roland, Dick, Caroline
Chairman: Jack
Agenda: 1. Convention Guests
‘ 2. Political Resolution
3. Steve Fox Appeal

1. Convention Guests - Jack

Motion: That the NEC request the SWP to send a fraternal
observer to the YSA convention.

Motlon Passed

2. Political Resolution - Jack
Presentation of draft political resolution.

Motion: To approve the general line of the draft political
resolution.

Extensive Discussion

Motion Passed
3. Steve Fox Appeal - Jack )

Outline of the reply to Steve Fox's letter appealing the
decislon of the Detroit local to the convention.

Motion: To approve the general line of the reply to Steve Fox.
Motion Passed




INCOME
Dues
¥YS Bundles
Fund Drive & Sus,
¥YS Subs
Combined Sub Drive
Vietnam Pamphlets
Congo Pamphlets
"How A Minority" Pam.
Malcolm X Pamphlet
Intro.YSA
Internal Bulletins
Builder
Initiation
Tour Quotas
Trailﬁlaze
Lit. Table-Washington
Convention Assessment
Late cOnventién Bus

Miscellaneous

Total

FINANCIAL REPORT

January-December, 1965

1,238.45
3,852.43
12,245 .45
347.78
611.78
1,155.35
233.80

54 .00
14.10
99.50
'123.05
26.60
78.00

' 181.30

- 81.00
22.71

s 197.60
39.00
108.52

20,710.42

EXPENDITURES

YS

Edit

Rent

Phone

Office Supplies
Stamps

Antiwar Work

1st Vietnam Pam.
2nd Vietnam Pam.
Congo Pamphlet
Intro. YSA (Reprint)
Builder

Youth Festival Trip
Tours

Travel Expenses
Trailblazing

Tapes

Convention Bus

Miscellaneous

Total

6,473 .42
4,380.00
751.75
773.86
148.05
388.85

~ 639.10
582,42
1,119.60
L2244
51.37
33.74
655.91

. 688.66
243,41
263.14
23.00
’20.00
701.97

18,365.69




Present:
NC Full:
NC Alt:

Chairman

Agenda:

.
.

NEC Minutes February 27, 1966 No. 10

Dan, Betsey, Jack, Doug, Mary-Alice, John, Ralph, Daniels
Lew
Caroline, Dick,Roland

Ralph

Convention Procedures
. PFund Drive

. Tour Report

. Gus Hall meeting

. Dissolution of May 2

1. Convention Procedures - Betsey

a.

P

roposed Convention agenda read.

Motion: To accept the agenda.

P

Motion Passed

roposed convention schedule read.

Motion: To accept the schedule.

Discussion: Dick, Jack, Dick, Jack, Doug, Jack, Betsey,

Dick, Jack, Doug, Betsey, Dan, Jack

Motlon Passed

Motion to approve the following reporters.

(O I UV R\

Political Report - Lew

Antiwar Report - Doug

Organizational Report - Betsey

Constitution Report - Dan

Presentation on Steve Fox Case - Mary-Alice

Motion PasSéd

Motion: To have two panels, one on civil liberties to be

C
Cc

D

haired by Daniels, and one on the Negro Struggle to be

haired by Joel. '
iscussion: Dick, Jack, Ralph, Jack, Lew

C

Motion Passed

onvention Rules

Motion: Thgt all sessions be open, with the exception of
the session electing the new NC, which shall be closed.

Motion: That the NC be elected by secret ballot.

Motion: That delegates and alternates seated in place of

a

bsent delegates have voice and vote. That fraternal

delegates have voice and consultative vote.
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Motion: That procedural questions be decided by majority
vote with one speaker for and one against each with one
minute.

Motion: That discussion presentations be limited to ten

minutes.

Motion: In any discussion period no one may speak a second
time before each person desiring the floor has had a chance
to speak.

Discussion: Ralph, Jack

Motions Passed

Motion: That the fraternal delegates be NCers and special
guests.

Motion Passed

Motion: That there be a nomirating commission made up of
one delegate from each local.

Motion Passed

Motion: That the nominating commission be chaired by
dohn Benson and Gus Horowitz, with voice and no vote.

Motion Passed

Motion: That the presiding committee be the NEC, Lew,
and an NCer from the West Coast and one from the Midwest,.

Motion Passed

I'4

Motion: That there be two convention secretaries. =

Motion Passed

Motion: That there be a credentials committee made up
oI three people.

Motion Passed

Steve Fox Case

Motion: That the National Convention of the ¥YSA uphold and
commend the action of the Detrolt local in expelling

Steve Fox. |,

Discussion: Dick, Jack, Ralph

Motlon Passed
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Fund Drive - Betsey

Motion: To have a major fund drive running from March 15-
June 15. Specific goals will be incorporated into the
organizational report.

Discussion: Ralph, Betsey, Ralph, Betsey, Dick, Jack

Motion Passed

Tour Report - Lew

Report on national tour,
Motion: To approve the report.

Discussion: Roland, Dick, Lew, Dick, Daniels, Lew, Dick,
Lew, John, Jack

Motion Passed

Gus Hall Meeting - Doug

About 1100 people attended the public meeting of the Communist
Party at which their new draft program was announced. 200-
300 young people were present., Militants, with the OPEN
LETTER TO THE DUBOIS CLUBS, were distributed.

Discussion: Ralph

Informational report on dissolution of May 2nd - Doug

Motion: To approve the report.

Discussion: Jack, Doug

Motion Passed




Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
March 11, 19656

To All YSAers:

Dear Comrades,

The Fifth National Convention of the YSA voted to have a
spring fund drive to run from March 15 - June 15. The $6700
goal which was accepted by the convention is the highest in the
history of the YSA., Since this fund drive must cover a seven
month time period (from March to September) instead of the five
month time period which the last drive covered, it is important
that we make the drive if we are to continue the present high
level of functioning.

As in the past, sustainers which have been sent in since the
last fund drive and through the period of this fund drive may be
applied to the local's total quota. Sustainers which have been
paid for the months of January through June will be counted on
this drive.

The proposed quotas are enclosed. Please send in the attached
form indicating your accepted quota as soon as possible. Since
the quotas were discussed with the organizers at the convention,
we are asking that the locals begin paying immediately (even be-
fore the accepted quota is sent in) so that the fund drive can
begin March 15 as scheduled. At-large YSAers should return the
form indicating the amount they think they can give.

rPlease make all fund drive checks payable to the Y.S.A. (You
can use the initials).

Let's aim not only tc make the quita, but to go dver the “op!

Comradely,

0 D)

[{afsey [Sarmes
- Betsey Barnes

National Secretary



Proposed Quotas -- Spring 1966 National Fund Drive

Ann Arbor 250
Berkeley 600
Boston 850
Chicago 1000
Cleveland 450
Detroit- 350
Los Angeles 400
Madison 200
New York--down 450
New York--up 600
Philadelphia 250
San biego - 50
San Franciscc 350
San Jose 125
Seattle 100
Twin Citles 475
Washington 200

6700

Please fill this in and send it back to the National
Office before March 23.

Local

Accepted Quota

Fund Drive Director

Address of Director

Remarks:



Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

March 10, 1966

To All NCers and Organizers:

Rear Comrades:

The attacks on the W,E,B, DuBois Clubs in the forms of the
Katzenbach registration order, the San Francisco bombing, and
the Brooklyn police-hoodlum beating are part of an attack on
the antiwar movement as a whole. A sharp reaction and defense
against these attacks by the antiwar movement as a whole is
imperative.

Wherever possible we should attempt to mobilize broadly based
meetings, sponsored by the maximum number of antiwar, radical.
and liberal groups, to protest these attacks on the civil 1ib-
erties of the DBC's and the attack on the antiwar movement as
a whole. The Committees to End the War in Vietnam can take
the lead in initilating such meetings and setting up a broad
spectrum of sponsors and speakers.

The initial reaction of the DBC thus far has been to push
purchases of their membership cards to '"show solidarity," to
ask for direct financial contributions, and to call meetings
in their own name, rather than building a broad defense. While
we wlll not take out membership cards nor give direct contribu-
tions, we will, of course, support, take part in, and offer to
speak at rallies against the attacks, even 1f organized solely
under DBC auspices.

This gives us an opportunity to further fraternize with and
get to know the DBC members and their periphery. For example,
in Chicago the YSA plans to have an open house at the YSA hall
after participating in a rally called by the DBC to protest the
government's action.

The March 11 issue of the Militant has a long factual article
on the events and future issues will carry more analysis,
including the role of the Democratic party in these attacks.

The editorial in the YS for sale March 25-26 will be on the
attack on the DBC. If you do not have enough open letters to
insert in all the ¥YS's, they should be ordered immediately.

Please inforh us immediately of any actlivities in your area
and our participation in them. Copies of local statements of
support should be sent to the NO,

Fraternally,
: '
_-;,‘f A A== !":"r’ N

Lew Jonek



Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
March 11, 1965

To All YSAers:

Dear Comrades,

The Fifth National Convention of the YSA voted to have a
spring fund drive to run from March 15 - June 15. The $6700
goal which was accepted by the convention is the highest in the
history of the YSA. Since this fund drive must cover a seven
month time period (from March to September) instead of the five
month time period which the last drive covered, it is important
that we make the drive if we are to continue the present high
level of functioning.

As in the past, sustainers which have been sent in since the
last fund drive and through the period of this fund drive may be
applied to the 2ocal's total quota. Sustainers which have been
paid for the months of January through June will be counted on
this drive.

The proposed quotas are enclosed. Please send in the attached
form indicating your accepted quota as soon as possible. Since
the quotas were discussed with the organizers at the convention,
we are asking that the locals begin paying immediately (even be-
fore the accepted quota is sent in) so that the fund drive can
begin March 15 as scheduled. At-large YSAers should return the
form indicating the amount they think they can give. '

fPlease make all fund drive checks payable to the Y.S.A. (You
can use the initials).

Let's aim not only tc make the quita, but to go ¢ver the “op!
Comradely,
ot i
(fofseqy [Sarnes

- Betsey Barnes :
National Secretary



Proposed Quotas -- Spring 1966 National Pund Drive

Ann Arbor 250
Berkeldy 600
Boston 850
Chicago 1000
Cleveland 450
Detroit 350
Los Angeles 400
Madison 200
New York--down 450
New York--up 600
Philadelphia 250
San Diego 50
San Francisco 350
San Jose 125
Seattle 100
Twin Cities 475
Washington 200

6700
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Please fill this in and send it back to the National
Office before March 23.

Local

Accepted Quota

Fund Drive Director

Address of Director

Remarks:



Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
Pebruary 23, 1966

To All Majority NCers and Organizers:

With the submission of the Shumm-Jones counter resolutions, we
now have two conflicting general lines before the membership. We
should make sure that delegates are elected followling a formal vote
to establish the political division, if any, in the local. We
know of no support for the Shumm-Jones position outside of Seattle,
but the same procedure should nevertheless be followed in each
local,

‘ The proper motion for the majority l~adership to submit is:
"Move to approve the general line of the NEC draft political and. -
antiwar resolutions taken as a whole." Those who vote for this
motion are members of the majority and are the ones eligible to
elect the majority delegates.

The proper motion for a Shumm-Jones supporter would be:
"Move to approve the general line of Shumm-Jones resolutions taken
as a whole,"

-

If there is any quéstion from newer members we should explain

‘clearly that we vote on conflicting general lines. The Shumm-Jones

documents can't be separated. They together constitute an alternate
general line for the YSA. In thes same manner, the NEC political
and antiwar drafts together constitute a general line for the ¥YSA.

We received no indications of any major disagreement with the
NEC draft constitution. TUnlike the political and antiwar docu-
ments it 1s not a line resolution and shculd not be involved 1in
defining the political division fcr election of delegates. If,
in your local, some comrade suggested an amendment to 1t during
the preconvention discussion, it may be wise to have a local
straw vote on the suggested amendment so as to give the delegates
an idea of what percentsage of the lccal supports an amendment.

Let me know if any Shumm-dones supporters turn up in your
local.

Praterrally, &
PR --“"*\
f

Cpnidn [ Dnn g g

«“ck Barnes

A o
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Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
February 15, 1966

To Be Read to Locals
Dear Comrades,

The resumption of the bombing of north Vietnam has stimulated
a resurgence of the antiwar movement. The conflict within the
ruling class itself has become sharper, creating an atmosphere
more and more favorable to antiwar sentiment.

The rising militancy of the movement was manifested in the
demonstrations and rallies that were held across the country
following the renewed bombing. In nearly every area speakers
came out for immediate withdrawal of troops, and large numbers
of demonstrators carried slogans demanding: Bring the Troops
Home Now. In other areas the demonstrators chanted "Bring the
Troops Home Now." New forces of young people are flowing into
the CEWV's or, in some areas, militant antiwar-oriented SDS
chapters.

Distribution of the Bring the Troops Home Now Newsletter
is now over 3000 per issue and the sale of buttons is increasing.
It is safe to say that the Newsletter reaches a wider and more
important audience than the Peace and Freedom News.

These developments make it very important for us to take
advantage of the opportunities open to us in helping to push the
demand for immediate withdrawal of troops. The most important
test of our ability to do this 1is the March 25-26 International
Days of Protest. This action is less than six weeks away.

We have a greater éhance to intervene and influence these
protests than any that have been held up to this time.

Our general approach is:

1) Organize as many people as possible to participate in the
Days of Protest around the demand for immediate withdrawal of

‘troops. In some areas the formal theme of the protests will be

"Bring the Troops Home Now." and in others this will be impossible,
Whatever the case, supporters of the Newsletter should mobilize

as many people as possible to support the "Bring the Troops Home
Now" demand and to carry signs with this demand. Calls, press
releases, etc., can be used in mobilizing people on the basis of
this demand.

’

2) The Bring the Troops Home Now Newsletter is conducting a full
scale campaign to help build the March 25-26 protest. Their office
has put out buttons with the inscription, "Build the March 25-26
Days of Protest - Bring the Troops Home Now." They will be

issuing a call and press release as well as covering the demon-
strations, rallies, and other activities that are geared to
building the March 25-26 Days of Protest.
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3) The Newsletter office is putting out enlarged runs of the next
few issues expecting increased bundle orders. The March 7 issue
will be a special "build the March 25-26 Days of Protest” issue.
The March 21st issue is planned to be published and mailed to
reach locals in time for the March 25-26 Days of Protest.

4) Many areas have been very lax about sending regular up-to-
date reports of local activities. These reports should include
the growth of committees, and Newsletter supporter groups,
which committees support immediate withdrawal, and regular
accounting of Newsletter and button sales. Also pictures of
demonstrations and other local activities should be sent to

the Newsletter office.

5) Reports to the YSA NO should be more regular, especially as
the tempo of activity increases.

Comradely,

Q u‘ u f} Tj—f‘:’/,'.\“_{ybi' 55

Doug Jenness
National Office

Note: We have been informed that the May 2nd Movement formally
dissolved at a recent conference held in New York. They
decided to send their forces into SDS and CEWV's, depending
on the local situation.



SUMMARY OF ANTIWAR ACTIVITY

BOSTON - The antiwar activity has been slow in Boston the last
couple of months and it 1s taking awhile to overcome the

fuee~ 4 1inertia. Nevertheless the YSA has had good luck gaining
contacts and recrults from their antiwar activity.

The Boston Coordinating Committee to End the War in

Vietnam is organizing the March 25:apd 26 Days of Pro-
test. Arecent picket line against the bombings of north:
Vietnam drew 100. The May 2nd Committee has dissolved
and entered the Harvard SDS. A new independent committee
has been organized at Harvard.

NEW YORK-The C'sSEWV have once again become very active with the
resumption of bombings. Acouple of committees support
the Newsletter and a couple of others support immediate
withdrawal. The largest committee, the Columbia committee
has experienced a new influx of members and is planning
a stepped up series of activities. Discussions for the
March 25and 26 Days of Protest are being conducted
within the Fifth Avenue Peace Parade Committee that emerged
around the October 15 and 16 Days of Protest. The New
York supporters of the Newsletter are organized into the
Organizing Committee to Bring the Troops Home Now. This
group organizes sales for the Newsletter,holds public
forums, and 1is planning to play an active role in mob-
ilizing people for the March 25 and 26 protests around
"Bring the Troops Home Now".

PHYLADEPHIA- There are three committees in Philadelphia that support
withdrawal- the Philadelphia Area Committee, the University
of Pennsylvanlia Committee, and the Temple University Comm-

. ittee. Another committee is being organized in Camden, N.J.
There have been regular demonstrations against the chem-
ical-biological warfare project at the University of
Pennsylvania.The Philadelphia Area Committee organized
a big project for February 12th along the lines "Free-
dom Now-Withdraw Now". Big plans are in motion for a .
broad March’25 and 25 action organized by the "ad hoc
committee for March 25 and 26". The Newsletter supporters
are growing and have had good luck selling the Newsletier.

CITVELAND- The Cleveland Committee is very active and dynamic and held
a successful demonstration against Vice President Humphrey
recently. They were red baited in the press Around this
demonstration. The DuBois Club 1s retreating from antiwar
work 1n order to do community organizing.

DETROIT- A large demonstration of 250 against the resumption of
bombing was recently called by the DCEWV. A DuBois Cjub

gember initiated a chant demanding: Bring the Troops Home
ow.

WASHINGTON, D,C,- There are two committees in Washington that support
immediate withdrawal, the new Students to End the War in
Vietnam centered primarily at American University and the




2.

Washington CEWV. There is a more conservative con-
glomerate of groups called the Washington Area Committee
to End the War in Vietnam. A broad, ad hoc formation

is working on organizing the March 25-26 Days of Protest.
Newsletter sales are golng well.

Kansas- There is an active committee at the University of Kansas
of about 30 people, and there 1s a smaller grouping that
subscribes to and likes the Newsletter.

San Diego- The antiwar activity is carried out through an SDS
chapter of about 25. Some of the members like the News-
letter, but the leadership is hostile to 1it.

San. Francisco- The San Francisco State College VDC has a membership
of 400 and supports the slogan of immedliate withdrawal.
The San Francisco VDC has also put out a button with the
inscription "Supersam-Get Out of Vietnam" which has sold
well. The committee sells a lot of literature and buttons
to high school teachers and high school students at their
regular literature table. The Newsletter . upporters have
had excellent luck selling both the Newsletter and the
button.

Los Angeles- There are three C'sEWV in Los Angeles - Los Angeles
CEWV, UCLA, and LA City College. The independents like
the Newsletter and have given thought to holding a
"Bring the Troops Home Conference." The Newsletter bundles
have sold out. The split in the DuBois Club over the
question of withdrawal vs. negotiations is very acute.

Chicago- The Chicago Committee to End the War in Vietnam has
declined to insignificance, but the antiwar movement
has had a resurgence through the growth of a couple
independent committees and several militant SDS chapters.
The SDS chapter at Roosevelt University has grown to
60 members in a couple of weeks because of its antiwar
orientation.

At a recent regional conference of SDS, 80 to 100
members voted to push the slogan of "Bring the Troops
Home Now'" in opposition to the Chicago Peace Council's
slogan of "negotiations" for the March 25-26 Days of
Protest. The only opposition came from DuBoisers in
SDS and they ended up voting for withdrawal under pres-
sure. However, the slogan is still under discussion.
These militant SDS chapters embrace the majority of
militant antiwar activists in Chicago and are oriented
primarily toward antiwar activity. An ad hoc committee
of all antiwar organizations in the Chicago area is
organizing the March 25-26 Days of Protest. The Chicago
Supporters of the Newsletter have a representative in
this formation.

San Jose- The San Jose CEWV has a membership of about 200, It
supports the slogan of immediate withdrawal and is on
record in support of a national organization based on
this demand. The Newsletter Supporters have had good
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Juck in selling the Newsletter.

Denver- There is an excellent committee in Denver and two more
committees are being organized in Colorado Springs
and Boulder. The leading independent supports immedi-
ate withdrawal and likes the Newsletter.

Seattle- The Seattle Youth for Peace in Vietnam has about 30-3%
people attending its meetings. The committee is planning
a Northwest regional conference in March.

Champaign-Urbana (Univ. of Ill.)- No work around the Newsletter
has been done. A teach-in is being planned for March

25-26.

Berkeley- The Berkeley Vietnam Day Committee has held regular
protests against the resumption of bombings in the pas<
couple of weeks. The high point of these was a studezca®
strike where hundreds of students left their classes tco
attend an antiwar rally. A women's march on the draft
board 1s planned for this week based on the theme "Bring
the Troops Home Now.' Bettina Aptheker and Jaimey Allen
are slated to speak. )

The VDC has endorsed the Robert Scheer campaign (run-
ning in the Democratic primary) and Jerry Rubin is
spending most of his time on this. The DuBois Club has
also endorsed the campaign and is immersed in it. The
YSA played the leading role in opposing it.

Jack Weinberg, who spent a few weeks in the Madison
office after the Milwaukee meeting is back in Berkeley
to stay. He opposes the Scheer campaign. The Berkeley
VDC has gone on record for immediate withdrawal. Therc
is no Newsletter Supporter group organized yet but the
Newsletter sells well.

Madison- There has been a great deal of controversy in the Madison
Committee ove?r the question of immediate withdrawal vs.
negotiations. So far the committee has not taken a
forthright position for withdrawal. There is constant
battling between the Stalinist-progressive majority of
the committee, and the militant wing.

The Newsletter Supporters have had good luck selling
Newsletters not only at vigils and demonstrations but at
public meetings. There has also been success in winning
leading independents to the Newsletter Supporters. The
Madison Newsletter Supporters are helping to set up a
committee at Whitewater College in Whitewater, Wisc.

Twin Cities- A recent report indicates that '"Vietnam activities
seem to be on the upgrade locally." Immediately after
the bombings a seminar was held on the U. of M. campus
that drew 200 people. Mulford Q. Sibley (well known
pacifist and on editorial board of Liberation) came out
for immediate withdrawal. One hundred and ten marchers
came out for a spur of the moment picket line in down-
town Minneapolis,
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Business meetings and semlnars are held weekly on
campus with attendance running close to 50, mostly new
people. The U. of M. has given the committee permission
to have a regular bulletin board for publicizing activities.

On Pebruary 11, a large rally was held on campus with
"Freedom Now - Withdraw Now" as the theme. Larry Seigle,
chairman of the Minneapolis CEWV, spoke. The DuBois Club
is no longer active in the Committee, sending a token
representation of 2 people to meetings. The Newsletter
is "selling like hotcakes" and they are palnning to
order larger bundles. The buttons go even faster - 100
sold in two days.

Plans are being laid for March 25-26 Days of Protest.




Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

March 12, 1966

TO ALL ORGANIZERS:

Dear Comrades,

A national propaganda tour is planned for March. April,
and May for Doug Jenness. Doug is preparing a talk which
can be given at forums and on campus. As soon as the title
for the talk is chosen we will notify the locals.

Enclosed is the proposed tour schedule., Please call us
or write immediately if there are any major problems with
the dates assigned to your area.

The money for the tour quotas should be given to Doug
when he comes to the local or sent in ahead of time.
Comradely,
K, . A Jﬂ’ CLRAG

Lew Jonés
National Chairman



YSA NATIONAL TOUR DATES AND QUOTAS

AREA

Denver

Travel

Los Angeles
San Diego
Travel
Berkeley

San Francisco
San Jose
Travel
Seattle
Vancouver
Travel

Boston

Travel
Washington
Philadelphia
Travel
Cleveland and Kent
Detroit

Ann Arbor
Travel
Antioch
Travel
Chicago (Milwaukee)
Madison
Travel

Twin Cities
Travel
Toronto

New York

DATES

March
March
March
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April
April

May 1-
May 4-

28-29
30
31-April 2
3-4

5

6-8
9-11
12-13
14
15-17
18

19
20-23
24
25-26
27-29
30

3

6

May 7-9
May 10

May 11
May 12

May 13-16

~ May 17-18
May 19

May 20-23

May 24

May 25-26
May 27- June 2

QUOTA
5.00

30.00
10.00 .

40.00
30.00
15.00

10.00

60.00

15.00
30.00

40.00
35.00
30.00

5.00

65 .00
25.00

35.00

35700 N.,Y.Up
35.0C  N.Y.Dowrr

March 12, 1966
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Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
February 23, 1966

To All Majority NCers and Organizers:

With the submission of the Shumm-Jones counter resolutions, we
now have two conflicting general lines before the membership. We
should make sure that delegates are elected followlng a formal vote
to establish the political division, if any, in the local. We
know of no support for the Shumm-Jones position outside of Seattle,
but the same procedure should nevertheless be followed in each
local.

The proper motion for the majority lcadership to submit is:
"Move to approve the general line of the NEC draft political and
antiwar resolutions taken as a whole." Those who vote for this
motion are members of the majority and are the ones eligible to
elect the majority delegates.

The proper motion for a Shumm-Jones supporter would be:
"Move to approve the general line of Shumm-Jones resolutions taken
as a whole,"

If there 1is any question from newer members we should explain

"clearly that we vote on conflicting general lines. The Shumm-Jones

documents can't be separated. They together constitute an alternate
general line for the YSA. 1In the same manner, the NEC political
and antiwar drafts together constitute a general line for the YSA.

We received no indications of any major disagreement with the
NEC draft constitution. Unlike the political and antiwar docu-
ments it 1s not a line resolution and should not be involved in

defining the political division for election of delegates. 1If,
in your local, some comrade suggested an amendment to it during

the preconvention discussion, it may be wise to have a local
straw vote on the suggested amendment so as to give the delegates
an idea of what percentage of the local supports an amendment.

Let me know if any Shumm-Jones supporters turn up in your
local.

Fraternally,

{/i'qc/c‘, ,[5,/ 7

P
27 Jack Barnes



SUMMARY OF ANTIWAR ACTIVITY

BOSTON - The antiwar activity has been slow in Boston the last
couple of months and it is taking awhile to overcome the

fview- 31 1inertia. Nevertheless the YSA has had good luck gaining
contacts and recruits from their antiwar activity.

The Boston Coordinating Committee to End the War in

Vietnam is organizing the March 25: and 26 Days of Pro-
test. Arecent picket line against the bombings of north:
Vietnam drew 100, The May 2nd Committee has dissolved
and entered the Harvard SDS. A new independent committee
has been organized at Harvard.

NEW YORK-The C'sEWV have once again become very active with the
resumption of bombings. Acouple of committees support
the Newsletter and a couple of othe»s support immediate
withdrawal. The largest committee, the Columbia committee
has experienced a new influx of members and is planning
a stepped up series of activities. Discussions for the
March 25and 26 Days of Protest are being conducted
within the Fifth Avenue Peace Parade Committee that emerged
around the October 15 and 16 Days of Protest. The New
York supporters of the Newsletter are organized into the
Organizing Committee to Bring the Troops Home Now, This
group organizes sales for the Newsletter,holds public
forums, and is planning to play an active role in mob-
1l1izing people for the March 25 and 26 protests around
"Bring the Troops Home Now".

PHYLADEPHIA- There are three committees in Philadelphia that support
withdrawal- the Philadelphia Area Committee, the University
of Pennsylvanla Committee, and the Temple University Comm-

. ittee. Another committee is being organized in Camden, N.J.
There have been regular demonstrations against the chem-
ical-biological warfare project at the University of
Pennsylvania.The Philadelphia Area Committee organized
a big project for February 12th along the lines '"Free-
dom Now-Withdraw Now". Big plans are in motion for a .
broad MarchT25 and 25 action organized by the "ad hoc
committee for March 25 and 26". The Newsletter supporters
are growing and have had good luck selling the Newsletier.

CITVELAND- The Cleveland Committee is very active and dynamic and held
“a successful demonstration against Vice President Humphrey
recently. They were red baited in the press Around this
demonstration. The DuBois Club s retreating from antiwar
work in order to do community organizing.

DETROIT- A large demonstration of 250 against the resumption of

bombing was recently called by the DCEWV. A DuBois Cjub

Eember initiated a chant demanding: Bring the Troops Home
ow.

WASHINGTON, D.C.- There are two committees in Washington that support
Immediate withdrawal, the new Students to End the War in
Vietnam centered primarily at American University and the
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Washington CEWV. There 1s a more conservative con-
glomerate of groups called the Washington Area Committee
to End the War in Vietnam. A broad, ad hoc formation
(', is working on organizing the March 25-26 Days of Protest.
, Newsletter sales are going well,.

Kansas- There is an active committee at the University of KXansas
of about 30 people, and there 1is a smaller grouping that
subscribes to and likes the Newsletter.

San Diego- The antiwar activity is carried out through an SDS
chapter of about 25. Some of the members like the News-
letter, but the leadership is hostile to it.

San Francisco- The San Francisco State College VDC has a membership
of 400 and supports the slogan of immediate withdrawal.
The San Francisco VDC has also put out a button with the
inscription "Supersam-Get Out of Vietnam" which has sold
well., The committee sells a lot of literature and buttons
to high school teachers and high school students at their
regular literature table. The Newsletter . upporters have
had excellent luck selling both the Newsletter and the
button. '

Los Angeles- There are three C'sEWV in Los Angeles - Los Angeles
CEWV, UCLA, and LA City College. The independents 1like
the Newsletter and have given thought to holding a
"Bring the Troops Home Conference." The Newsletter bundles
: ' have sold out. The split in the DuBois Club over the
( question of withdrawal vs. negotiations is very acute.

Chicago- The Chicago Committee to End the War in Vietnam has
declined to insignificance, but the antiwar movement
has had a resurgence through the growth of a couple
independent committees and several militant SDS chapters.
The SDS chapter at Roosevelt University has grown to
60 members in a couple of weeks because of its antiwar
orientation. '

At a recent regional conference of SDS, 80 to 100
members voted to push the slogan of "Bring the Troops
Home Now'" in opposition to the Chicago Peace Council's
slogan of '"negotiations" for the March 25-26 Days of
Protest. The only opposition came from DuBoisers in
SDS and they ended up voting for withdrawal under pres-
sure. However, the slogan 1is still under discussion.
These militant SDS chapters embrace the majority of
militant antiwar activists in Chicago and are oriented
primarily toward antiwar activity. An ad hoc committee
of all antiwar organizatlons in the Chicago area 1is
organizing the March 25-26 Days of Protest. The Chicago
Supporters of the Newsletter have a representative in
this formation.

, San Jose- The San Jose CEWV has a membership of about 200. It
( ) supports the slogan of immediate withdrawal and is on
record in support of a national organization based on
this demand. The Newsletter Supporters have had good




3_
luck in selling the Newsletter.

Denver- There is an excellent committee in Denver and two more
committees are being organized in Colorado Springs
and Boulder. The leading independent supports irmedi-
ate withdrawal and likes the Newsletter.

Seattle- The Seattle Youth for Peace in Vietnam has about 30-35
people attending its meetings. The committee is planning
a Northwest regional conference in March.

Champaign-Urbana (Univ. of I11l.)- No work around the MNewslettier
has been done. A teach-in is belng planned {cr March
25-26. '

Berkeley- The Berkeley Vietnam Day Committee has held regular
protests against the resumption of bombings in the past
couple of weeks. The high point of these was a student
strike where hundreds of students left their classes tc
attend an antiwar rally. A women's march on the draft
board is planned for this week based on the theme "Bring
the Troops Home Now." Bettina Aptheker and Jaimey Allen
are slated to speak.

The VDC has endorsed the Robert Scheer campaign (run-
ning in the Democratic primary) and Jerry Rubin is
spending most of his time on this. The DuBois Club has
also endorsed the campaign and is immersed in it. The
YSA played the leading role in opposing it.

Jack Weinberg, who spent a few weeks in the Madison
office after the Milwaukee meeting is back in Berkeley
to stay. He opposes the Scheer campaign. The Berkeley
VDC has gone on record for immediate withdrawal. There
is no Newsletter Supporter group organized yet but the
Newsletter sells well.

Madison- There has been a great deal of controversy in the Madison
Committee over the question of immediate withdrawal vs.
negotiations. So far the committee has not taken a '
forthright position for withdrawal. There is constant
battling between the Stalinist-progressive majority of
the committee, and the militant wing.

The Newsletter Supporters have had good luck selling
Newsletters not only at vigils and demonstrations but at
public meetings. There has also been success in winning
leading independents to the Newsletter Supporters. The
Madison Newsletter Supporters are helping to set up a
committee at Whitewater College in Whitewater, Wisc.

Twin Cities- A recent report indicates that "Vietnam activities

seem to be on the upgrade locally." Immediately after
the bombings a seminar was held on the U. of M. campus
that drew 200 people. Mulford Q. Sibley (well known
pacifist and on editorial board of Liberation) came out
for immediate withdrawal. One hundred and ten marchers
came out for a spur of the moment picket line in dcwn-
town Minneapolis,
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Business meetings and seminars are held weekly on
campus with attendance running close to 50, mostly new
people. The U. of M. has given the committee permission
to have a regular bulletin board for publicizing activities.

On February 11, a large rally was held on campus with
"Freedom Now - Withdraw Now" as the theme. Larry Seigle,
chairman of the Minneapolis CEWV, spoke. The DuBois Club
is no longer active in the Committee, sending a token
representation of 2 people to meetings. The Newsletter
is "selling like hotcakes" and they are palnning to
order larger bundles. The buttons go even faster - 100
sold in two days.

Plans are being laid for March 25-26 Days of Protest.




“Box U471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
February 15, 1966

To Be Read to Locals

Dear Comrades,

The resumption of the bombing of north Vietnam has stimulated
a resurgence of the antiwar movement. The conflict within the
ruling class itself has become sharper, creating an atmosphere
more and more favorable to antiwar sentiment.

The rising militancy of the movement was manifested in the
demonstrations and rallies that were held across the country
following the renewed bombing. In nearly every area speakers
came out for immediate withdrawal of troops, and large numbers
of demonstrators carried slogans demanding: Bring the Troops
Home Now. In other areas the demonstrators chanted "Bring the
Troops Home Now." New forces of young people are flowing into
the CEWV's or, in some areas, militant antiwar-oriented SDS
chapters.

Distribution of the Bring the Troops Home Now Newsletter
is now over 3000 per issue and the sale of buttons is increasing.
It 1s safe to say that the Newsletter reaches a wider and more
important audience than the Peace and Fréedom News.

These developments make it very important for us to take
advantage of the opportunities open to us 1n helping to push the
demand for immediate withdrawal of troops. The most important
test of our ability to do this is the March 25-26 International
Days of Protest. This action is less than six weeks away.

We have a greater chance to intervene and influence these
protests than any that have been held up to this time.

Our genéral approach is:

1) Organize as many people as possible to participate in the
Days of Protest around the demand for immediate withdrawal of

troops. In some areas the formal theme of the protests will be

"Bring the Troops Home Now." and in others this will be impossible.
Whatever the case, supporters of the Newsletter should mobilize

as many people as possible to support the "Bring the Troops Home
Now" demand and to carry sighs with this demand. Calls, press
releases, etc., can be used in mobilizing people on the basis of
this demand.

2) The Bring the Troops Home Now Newsletter is conducting a full
scale campaign to help builld the March 25-26 protest. Their office
has put out buttons with the inscription, "Build the March 25-26
Days of Protest - Bring the Troops Home Now." They will be

issuing a call and press release as well as covering the demon-
strations, rallies, and other activities that are geared to
building the March 25-26 Days of Protest.
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3) The Newsletter office is putting out enlarged runs of the next
few 1ssues expecting increased bundle orders. The March 7 issue
will be a special "build the March 25-26 Days of Protest'" issue.
The March 21lst issue 1s planned to be published and mailed to
reach locals in time for the March 25-26 Days of Protest.

4) Many areas have been very lax about sending regular up-to-
date reports of local activities. These reports should include
the growth of committees, and Newsletter supporter groups,
which committees support immediate withdrawal, and regular
accounting of Newsletter and button sales. Also pictures of
demonstrations and other local activities should be sent to

the Newsletter office.

5) Reports to the YSA NO should be more regular, especially as
the tempo of activity increases.

Comradely,
Pouy Jemisl

Doug Jenness
National Office

Note: We have been informed that the May 2nd Movement formally
dissolved at a recent conference held in New York. They
decided to send their forces into SDS and CEWV's, depending
on the local situation.



Box 471 Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003
February 14, 1966

TO ALL ORGANIZERS

Dear Comrades,

The March-April issue of the Young Socialist will be off the
presses by the middle of March. It will include articles on
the effects of the war in Vietnam on the U,S, economy, and
the New York transit strike, an interview with Joe Johnson,
a book review of Gideon's Army (a history of the Progressive
Party), and a picture spread on the YSA national convention.

Bundles will be air mailed out in time to reach the locals
for the March 25-26 days of protest.

Please return the enclosed bundle order forms by February 22.
Also, please indicate on the form how many ¥YS's you want air
malled for the March 25-26 demonstrations.

Comradely,

Mary-Alice Styron



873 Broadway
New York, N,Y, 10003
December 24, 1965

FOR N,C. INFORMATION

(The following is a transcript from tope of Comrade Cannon's re-
marks during a recent Los Angeles branch discussion of the Thanits-
giving Anti-War Convention.)

I presume the assumption is that I was only 3,000 miles
away from Washington so I would know n2ll about it, And that I can
give you all the dope. The fact is when the meeting occurred last
week I knew very little about the events in Washington, but just
enough from the general reports to malke me curious as to what had
happened and decide to get a picture of the whole situation and
the forces at worl: before coming to & conclusion about it. That's
the best way to proceed on all questions.

What happened in Washington two or three weeks ago had
to be regarded as an incident in the long-drawm-out struggle in
which we are going to participate from now on. A struggle under
conditions of constant urgency the like of which has never before
been known by our movement or any other movement. Above all what's
rew and different and what almost everybody understands is that the
bomb hangs over the world and the war we're talking about is the
nuclear war we are trying to head off, It's an atomic war which
would not be just another war lilte the last two world wars in which
fmerica got fat and prosperous, but a war that could very well mark
notning less than the end of the adventure of the human race on
this plaonet.

I recall that when the formula for the production of
the li-bomb was perfected and had been tested, Einstein wrote a mem-
orandum to the President in which he said that it is now theoreti-
cally possible to destroy all life on the planet Earth., That seemed
like o far-fetched assumption at the time, but it has since been
repeated by practically all disinterested scientists. The movement
against this war ~- vhat is sometimes rather incorrectly called
the peace movement ==~ which has growvn up out of this new situation
must be recognized also as a new phenomenon; a new movement which
is taking forms and intensities that we have not known in previous
wars, I am talking now about the war in Vietnam,

It's the first time in the knowledge of the present
generation that there has been an open, active protest movement
against a war in woartime. Prior to lorld Wer I there was o
tremendous opposition against the entry of the United States into
the war but when the shooting started the movement evaporated. There
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was nothing left of it except the Socialists, the I ond the
Anarchists, wiio were feroclously persecuted and suppressed from
the very becinning, In the Second World War there was mo vocal
opposition at all except for som¢ comscientious objectors and
our party. In the Xorean wzr, witich I am sure most oI you can
recall, the press of our party was thie only press that attacked
America's oction,

Now we have 2 very widgspread and diverse protest movee
ment against the wer while it is going on. That, 1 say, should
be recognized as 2 new phenomenon,

Another new thing ig thut the dynamic militont action,
and even the lz2adership for the opposition to the present wer,
comes from the campus == primorily from studemnts. And thet, 28
Zar as I lmow, is gsomething quite new in this country. The
ncademic world never led amytiiing of cny soclal consgequence in
this country before, We have noi had, as the other advaonced
Western countries have had a radical nd SOCiullstlc student move~
ment we now sce developdsg in this country,

Ther= is also a new type of pacifism, The classic pac-
ifisn we know whizl: Lenin de notm::"v1 &8 worse than useless, was a
pocifism that denounced war until i starited and then rallied
around the flag., I don't know wi:iether many of you present here
Lhave seen that choracteristie of tlie old pacifism, as I recall it,
egpecially from the First YWorld Uizxr, At that time there was 2
tremendovs mowemen’ of opposiiion to America's entry into the
war, So stromg was the popular sentiment that tfoodrow Wilson
was reelected to the Presidency primarily om the slogzn ''he
kept us eug of war.,"

Many public gpeakers, politicicns and, of course,
preachers, gpoke againgt entry into the wer. 1 ean't forcet the
effect it had upon us militants, Ue thought w2 had the population
vitl: us im our opposition -~ until the declaration of war, Then
everything went out of the movement ond the loudest pacifists
became the loudest patriots, right 2wey. They sz2id you don't
figh:t the govermment when it is 2t war. So the paclfists Lad sim-
ply led the pzople up to the expectation of opposition and then
led thiam dovm immedicztely.

We hicve o sort of pacifism today that is still operative
after the shooting has started, Tle have an active war in Vietnom,
rapidly essealating since last Februory when tley begon bombing
right and left, but there is still o considerable segment of
the peeifist movenent that does not cease to protest. That's new,



Now tl.is neace movement, a8 I have undertaken to exe
amine it, has mony components and it behooves us as Marxist revolu-
tionists to anclyze the different segments of this movement and see
which are useful, which can be considered as possible cllies of
ours, and which 2re not and not to confuse the one with the other.
At first glance it is a very heterogeneous asgsortment of 21l kinds
of people., You even have 2 few people who are part of the politicsl
egtablighment, such as Senctor Morse, They are against the war in
Vietnom not by ony mzang as opponents but as advisers, on the ground
that it is not o profitable war for the U.S. There is even, in my
ozinion, 2 considerable segment of the ruling powers thcot hiag grave
Jovbts atout the wisdom of the policzy of thz administrcztion on ’
the same gwounds; that it's the wrong wcr in the wrong nlace. They
cre not agzinst the govermment or against American impericlism, but
on the crounds of tactics, meneuver, time and circumstance, they
think this is not tice way to begin a skhowdowm.

Ti.en there is a big ossortment of others like the

SANEites == is thiat the right word for them? Thosz who make up this

pectable body of middle-class people ield the March in Yashington
ew weaks ago., They want to mchke it clencr that they ars not
against the govermment and they ars not in fovor, by any means, of
ti:e revolutionnry neople of Vietnam, but would like the sovernment
to get out of the situation thrours:: necotictions. This implies
that Americaonsg have o right to be tlhere in the first place, and it's
just & question of Largoining back and forih as to how long they
stay, how much they lLeep of that country, ond lLow much of it they
destzroy.

Now I Zon't consider these people allies of the revolu=-
tionary workers. On the contrary, a year or so ago they conducted
on enormous witch=hunt in their organizotion to drive out everybody
suspected of beaing reds. The Communigt Party people had been
snecking into their local agsemblases cond calling thomselves
SANEixes, ond 2all ti:at was needed w2s for one Jim Crow senctor to
cet up on the floor of Congress and denounce one of the people in
an organizing commiites in New York to Jlust scare the lights out
of them and they started z wholesale purge of their organization,
Lnd the March they held in Washincston z few wecks ago was a very
polite cffzir, They had somz trouble with the people wiio wanted
to carry cenuine anti-war slogzans lilke the centrzl slegan: Dring
the Troops lome Now, and cven some who wontad to carry the flag of
ti.e National Liberation Front. They were in o quandary as to whether
ti:ey should ccll the cops or counier-balance this scandalous per-
formence some other wzy. So they worked out a system of surrounding
tl.e £flags of the Netional Liberction Front with a little American
flag, his wos to moke it clear to e Dresident that they were
with him and not wizh them.
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The Socizl Democrats and the Stzalinists are also nego-
tiators, not vaal ooponiehts of the war. There are some independents
and these are some 0f the most important people in the movement,
especially new young people who have nevér béem a part of any of
the sectors of the twsditional radical movement and wlo are gine
cerely opposed o ti.e war and want to do something cbout it but have
not yet found any definite political ideology. And thien, of course,
yvou have the ravolutionmary socialists represented by ocur party.

I tiin!: the party is proceeding correctly in its attempt
to cooperate in action with anybody wiwo will heln to make 2 demone
stration against the war, vhile ot tie same time making it clecr
they stand fox certcin definite slogsans vhich really means opposition
to the war. ©Ospecially a slozan which means that fmerxrica has no
right whatever in South Vietnam -~ znd that is the slogon: Dring
the Troops liome Now., In my opinion, that is the corrzct slogan.

I don't see how any revolutionist could oppose it. It I1s 2 revolu-
tionary slogon. 4And it is the one the party and the youth thinl
is the proper one around which to wally the really militant and
zarnest opposition to the continuin: war,

This slogon appealed to me

-

A right away, partly out of
nostalgia becauvse this is not the first time 1t was raiged by the
socialigt movement in this countyy, Wicn Wilson sent Americon troops
across the Mexizan Loxder in tlie neriod ‘ust before our entry into
zhe First Yorld Tlar, the Socialist Pariy called an emexoency neeting

of its National Cormittze and adopted a Manifesto which bore the
title: "Withdraw the Troops,'" Tuat was the essance of the demand

i)

on the govermment; cet out of Meizico and stay out of Meyico., That
wag 2ll the situvation called for, and it crzated both the basis for
organizing ihie brozdest opposition of people who were really agoinst
this monstrous attack upon the Mexican people and at the same time
made no. concession vhatever in principle because the vitlidramml of

-

the troops sisnified the victory of the Mexicans.

1%
W

hen we entered the Zorzan war, as far as I lmow the
only paper in the country that came out with a forthrisit denuncia-
tion of the waxr and ¢ demand whicsh incorporated all that was neces-
saxy from 2 revolutionmary point of view, was our paper the Militant,
I was appointed by the P.C., to write an Open Letter to thie President
and the members of Congress. And this letter contained the demond:
"2ring the fmerican soldiers out of Xorxea and let tlie Xorean pzople
clone to settle their own affairs.” It never entered onybody's head
so far as I know or hweard, to sugsest rliat this was not fully adequat:
a8 an expression of our support to ti.e Xoreon people and our op-
rosition to our own govermment,

So I think tl:at slocan whizii our comrades tiove settled
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S
on &8 tiwe centvul, motivating cgent for the brilding of 2 genuine
anti=vor moveaent, stonds UD boti: lstorizally and Zfor ti.2 needs

of the »resent 4"7. I don't thin: tiot's the purpvose of the poli-
tical eloments In e uo-callei w2ace novement besfde otrgalyes

cnd some of tie gac;flst" an“ Iindenendents., As for a8 I con make

out both Ly wogt expexience and present opevations, tha Ctalinists
"n*1 tl2 Tocizl IZomocrots cve oyimarlily concermed with gezving the
so=cclled ce novement toword the nert 2lection campalon for
‘:e:ca” oTol Jafates, and yguge candllintes con be any kind of @01**iﬁ31
Zoker who will say e ig In Zavor ol nesotintions while the twoop

cre 2111 tlerz ond still bombinr the 3°o,13. Iz's z2n importunt
cuegtion vietiwer thwey will be able to zohe thls inchoziz ond

-

taclecrly Jdefined zmeoce movement Jovm tie L1ind 2lley of coalition

3 v
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wolizics or whether o Tie section of iz movement will zesponéd to
o 2iiZferent gloran ond a different 1line of action.,

L wucs ”“ehtly impressed Ly th:e reports tlat we zot Zvom
tl.e Tasl:inzton conference. I om not speaklno now of ti.2 ilarel: organe
tzed Ly SARE but of the conference cclled by the Natlonal Coordinc-
ting Committee, witl: deTeg tes from vorious elements of th2 pea:za
novement, I wos Inpressed by the feeling that this woe o newy
political exparience for tie younser generation of revolutlonists.
Tils is the first time tizy have Lud 2 szrious confrontition with
noliticzl opponents on 2 notional cecle., This marks tiie emergence
of our small norty Zrom previous lLsolotion toward tlie centar of
wiat radicalism there is in thie country. It is the first opportunity
tley Liave Lad £o lecrn at f£iwst lond tviot it means to deal with '
roliticol ouponents wio ar° prasumu“’y 21l tnited in tl.e some wonder-
frl coap -- vnity, zosl:y, it's wonderful -~ bLut in “0tLL~~ty nave

2

entirely differ=nt ob ect*V°s. They learned lLow zo Liandle them-
selvaes vhen tl.ey meet these opoonents ot close range., That I con-
sider = ereat vi:tory for our young zomrades, _“cy ware an zactive
aart in thm vrenarations of this scotiiering ond they participated in
it a8 revolutionists. And they 1earne4 sonething that could not be
learned frlly ovt of books. Some tiilnge L.ave to be lecimed in
experience, altlouvgl: ti:e books Li2lp to prepare for thenm,

I vecoll ¢2lking with: Tro sky -= on & delegction tha
vent to see Lim in 1030 in prepavation for tiie Founding Con;erenbe
of the Pourti Internationzl -~ cboui tihe erperience we lod “ust
Zinighed in the loclalist Party. e were drawing the bzlonce slizet
on wi:at had Leen achilieved ox not achilevad, and lie wanted o very full
cnd detziled repoxi. I zra2zall als remcxling that he was well ple eaged
wrigl the pr"cti,wl resulte; witl: tle reecrulits, the foct clat we Liad
Iept our owm Zorces Inktact and b d scined sone new forces. And

[Shaad

rm,-

.2 said, ti:e princiwmal gain vs tue evperience, Those w0 nave
been througl thiis eumeriznce o direct confrontation with centrists
ond rith“wln,‘soc;cllsts, Lavn ag q;i -ed gomething tlot connot ba
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lost. That is necessary for the full development of a revolutionary
political leadexship.

I think that is the big goin out of the Washington Con-
‘erence. And even mistakes that could have been made ox defeats
uffered can be tuined to good account if it's all understood and
5

imilated as part of the experience.

0 th

as

As to vhat really happened in Washington, we had con-
flicting reports. At first I was surprised to hear our delegate
come back and say ve had done very well there. Then I heard other
reports, some comrades thought a terrible misteke had been.made and
a catastrophe had overtcken us because we had ren head-on into a
battle with the majority of the steering committee and others there.
So I thought the best thing I could do was to try to find out what
hiad happened.

I read in my attempt to inform myself about all aspects
of the event. I studied the National Guardian. I studied the
Miiitant, the Pcople'’s World and the New Republic. I heard the
reports of Comrade DBerrel and I read the account of the Conference in
tiiis llewsletter of the National Caucus for the organization of in-
ézpendent committeces united on the slogen of withdraw the troops

nov. And I also read == you don't Imow how thorough I am when I am
150oking for information 2s to who really hid the body -- I even read
the circular letter distributed by o vnited combination of two people
here, the Spartacist and the Wolforthites and the Phillips tract,

I cven read a couple of copies of the Bulletin of the Fourth Inter-
national printed by o couple of other people in New Yorl. And every-
thiing I read cxcept the Militant seemed to point directly at the
Trotskyites in lashington as the peonle who had committed the crime.
And I was just about to say it looks like o perfect case ~- because
it was so unanimous -~ until I remembered that I am a Perry illason
fan and that I have often noticed the one who is accused of the

ciime turns out to be innocent, and the dirty dog wiio did the job
fixed things so that he could clear himself and tkrow the suspicion
on an innocent man,

, The minute I read the Guardian -~ being a politician --
and knowing what the Guardian is and how it has been evolving, I said,
that's a poisonously slanted article. It's aimed with deadly malice
¢o compromise what they call -- quoting others -~ the "Trotshkyite
splitters.’ That put me on guard. Then I later got hold of the
People's tWorld, published up here in San Francisco, and I vead their
account; how everybody was for unity cexcept some disgruntled and
disruptive minority that they didn't even dignify by naming. The
Guardian did; they said we had been denounced as M"Trotskyite splitters.
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The Pecople's Horld informed me that Dave Dellinger
and Professor Staughton Lynd of Liberation magazine worked with
Communist Party delegcote Arnold Johmnson and Irving Beinin of
the Lower East Side llobilizzation for Peace Action, and many others
to £ind a common ground for agrcement. Now the minute I saw just
that paragraph informing me that Arnold Johnson was working dowm
there, and that he was backed up by Deinin, I knew there was sone-
thing crooked going on. DBecause I know who Jolmson is; he's the
organization secretary of the Stalinist party. I know vho Deinin
is. IHe's the ex~Cochranite who has been making a profession of
vaiting Trotskyism ever since he got kicked out of the party twelve
years ago. I know that he's identified not merely with the Guardian
but with the right-wing group which has recently conducted the
si7ing of the Guardian to the right.

wa
Lnother report I got/gfsa nceting down in llouston, Texas,
wviilch one of our comrades by accident attended, He told me they
had received before the conference a letter from the SDS office in
lew Yorl: tipping them off about the Trotskyists and preparing them
for a fight.

So out of all this a clearcer picture cmerged. 4nd if
s woulq exiticize our comrades who were in charge of the fight in
faeiTSptbd, it would perhans be for a Zoult that is hard te avoid
in the absence of ciperience of ti:ls sort. That is, the under-
estimation of poliitical opponents; an assumption that everything is
coing to be on the level, which is a very bad assumption when you
have Stalinists and Social Democw to deal with. They may pos~
sibly have been caught by surpris

i’
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I didn't doubt for one minute about the ambush being
prepared after I heard that several weel:s before the conference was
Leld the Daily Uorker and the People's World suddenly began to pro-
mote the conference in high gear. I know what that means. I don't
have the slightest doubt that they stacked the convention with
cvery kind of delegate F#om cvery kind of paper organization they
could mobilize, I don't doubt that they stacked the steering com-
nittee, that they rigged the zgenda, in such a way that the dele-
gotes of many independent commitiees and our ovm people ran into
a prepared £ight in wvhich there was room for everything except the
one thing they were most interested in. That was promoting the
real slogan of the anti-war movement, 'Bring the Troops llome Mow.!
And of the right ond necessity of the independent committces
organized under that slogan to unite themselves nationally.

Qur operations and thosc of the caucus were called
a ''splitting move.' If you examine the evidence of that convention
it's the most fantastic accusation imaginable. Splitting what?

Every tendency represented in that convention had its national or=
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_ganization., There were the DuBois Clubs, S.D.S., Women's Strilke
for Peace, the Commititce for Non-Violent Action, the Communist
Party and many others, But the independent committees who have
adopted the central slogan which tests whether you are really sor-
ious about opposing American imperialism, the war, or not, that is
the withdrawal of the troops, were denied the right to organize
themselves. There was no provision on the agenda or any of the
workshops to even discuss that question and take it to a vote.

I1'1ll admit my ignorance -- I aslhed what is this National
Coordinating Commifttee anyhow? Fionm the reports we got about splits,
splits, splits I thought maybe there was a national organization
that we were breaking up. 1It's not 2 nzotional organization at all.
It's just what its name says: it's a national coordinating committee.
And vhere did it come from? Uhere was it elected? It wasn't elec-
ted anywhere, It's a self-appointed committee constituted in
Washington a few months ago at the Confercnce of Unrepresonted
People. It has headquarters in Wisconsin, and it has cs its presi-
dent or chairman a man named Emspacic,

llow that rang a bell for me. I have heard that name be-
fore. It isn't the some Emspack I am told. He's the son, and from
all accounts, a chip off the old blocli. Imspacl was a Stalinist
hack; he was thic secretary of the United Electrical Workers Union.
Emspack was the centrzal figure in 1941, when we came to open warfare
in inneapolis in the split with Tobin, wiio blocked the issuance of
a CIO charter to the Minneapolis Local of the Teamsters who wanted
to join the CIO, Bul the charter wcgs issued to us -~ not by the
CI0 ~- thore it was blocked by Imapacl:, There's your Stalinist
hacks...lt was issued by District 50 of the United Mineworkers Union.
8o in order to get into the CID in the heyday of the Stalinists,
the Teamsters had to join the Miners.

All this aroused the natural suspicion that proved to
be a reality; that the NCC is in fact stzcked and rigged and con-
trolled by Stalinists, and it's not an organization. It's a com-
mittee, an unelected committee, £'s not like a union or a political
party or a cooperative or fraternal ordexr; it's just what its name
gays -~ a coovdinating committee to coordinate the activities of
other organizations in the peace movement. And all tendencies have
the right to have their own national organization. Dut the inde-
pendent committees to end the war in Vietnam, who adopted the
fighting slogan, Bring the Troops liome Mow, when they ask to have

o gathering to discuss the proposal that they should organize them-
selves nationzally, thev verc danounced as ''snlitters,”

Well, I think that i~ -rcoked. I think the slogar of
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Bring the Troops Home llow is an absolutely correct slogan, the one
upon which you can organize an anti-war movement that really means
business. Anybody wlio will not adopt that slogan isn't really
fighting the war, 3Because if you agree to leave the American
troops there, with all their equipment, there is mever going to be
any peace or independence #or the Vietnamese people.

I thinli our comrades were coxrrect to adopt that slogan
and their militancy at the conference and their refusal to be
bluffed or bulldozed is quite admirable. All the more so that they
were perhaps taken by surprise and hadn't had previous crpericnce
with what the pewridy of Stclinism and the Social Democracy is
really like. I will guarantee you that they will ncver bec taken
by surprise again.

These are permanent assets which speak well for the
future. Whether some error or misstep of a tactical character was
made in the heat of the fight I would not be competent to judge
at this distance. Dut cven so, tactical mistakes or setbacks or
defeats can be corrected as long as the principal line is coivect
and as long as we don't get stubborn, vhen we do make a mistale,
trying to rectify it by doing the same thing over again.

Nothing definite as Zax 2s I lLnow was settled at this
conference., MNo policy was adopted; no slogan was approved or re-
jected., They just met; they talked -- and attacked the Trotshyites
-- and the only motion of any conscquence that was passed that I
could discern from what I studied, was to call some new dcemonstra=
tions in March ond to support the demonstrations in the South in
February. I presume we will participate in that.

Ilo formal orgonization was constituted. So how can
you split the HMCC? It's only a coordincting committee. And not
only was it not elected when first constituted, it was not cven
clected at this conference. It's rigged and stacked with represen-

- tatives of god~knows-what kind of crganizations. With a Stalinist
at the liead of it. And anybody that will put any confidence in
the fzirmess and justice or revolutionary militancy of such & com-
mittee has my sympathy., He badly needs attention -- and not the
kind I can give, because I am not what they call a head-shrinker.

No definite program. Anybody that's for peace is en-
itled to be represented on the Committee. HNo formal organization;
11 the loczl orgenizations have their own autonomy. Ho clected
national officers. Just a National Coordinating Commiitee. I
wouldn't worry about accusations on trying to split that outfit --
because our people didn't split. The accusation is false. They
stayed in the convention to the end, and they openly announced they
wvere organizing 2 caucus of peonle who stood for the idea and the
Slogen: Bring the Troops Home How. 4nd the right of these inde-

0
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pendent committees operating under this slogan to form a national
organization of their own and to affiliate to the NCC like the
other national organizations, such as the Women's Strike for Peace
and othexs.

How, I read the first licwsletter and thought it was well
yritten, very intelligent and aa honest report of the convention.
Their proposals scemed sound to me from a revolutionary point of
viewy., It remains to be seen whether they will be successful in their
endeavor to create a national oxrgonization of independent committees
on this slogan, or whether they will receive a setback. ELxperience
will tell us. DBut if there is a setback or defeat I thinl our com=
rades will !mow how to recuperate from it and plan other tactics.
Toctics can be changed if you've got the right line and know how to
be a little flexzible in your tactics, you're not easily destroyed.,

The vhole anti~-war movement is, as I see it, at a very
criticcl stage, because the war is escalating. The more the war
escalates the more pressure will be brought upon the movement to con-
form. The weal:lings and thie negotiators and all the others will
talk in softer ond softer voices until you can't even hear them
whisper any more. And the militants will get hardened and they'll
get new recruits because every time the word gets out of another
soldier killed there is his family ond friends who hear about it.

And the public opposition to the scnseless slaughter vwill grow up and
there will be new recruits., And the end of the movement, as far as

I can see it, can only be toward more militancy and more assertion
of the types shotm by our caucus and our associates in Washington.
4nd they will then have to seriously look from the ccmpus where
things started to the sources of powver of the social struggle --
among the less privileged workers in the first place cond cventually
toward the organized vorkers.

And out of that I think we can see the beginnings of a
new radical movement which raises great perspectives of world-
historical significance for Americza, the most backward of countries
in all things that concein culture, intelligence and social awore-
ness. That American finally is producing a revolutionary and
radical grouping on the campuses of this country. From the begin-
ning of the socialist movement we have understood, and our fathers
before us, that the power that cen change society is the working
class. But we undersiood also that from other classes could come
vhat the Communist lianifesto calls elcmenis of enlightenment and
progress.

e should not forget thet Marxm and Engels began as
students., We shouldn't forget that llarx and Engels and Lenin and
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Trotsky -~ and practically all the leaders of the Russian Revolu~
tion -~ began os students in the colleges. And it really almost
takes your bxeath awey -- the prospect that we may be on the verge
of a period when a new elite is taliing shape among the student
bodies across this vast country. They will find their way to
collaboration with the worlking clcss in this country and bring
with thom the tenefits of their talents and education. They

will contribute nev thinkers, new writers, newv orators, and

new agiictors who Imow how to identify themselves with the working
clcss movement. I think we will not neglect that field and I
think that vwe have made a good start already with the organization
and development of our Young Socizlist Alliance,

I thinl: that the experience in Washington ~-- regordless
of what mistakes in tactics here and there might have been made -~
has to be regarded cs a great achievement for our movement.

L

WO



Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

Februarylu, 1966

ATTENTION ORGANIZERS:

i N

Dear Comrades,

The Joseph Johnson Case has reached a new stage. Joseph
Johnson has received a final ruling from the district office
of the U,S, Immigration Service in Minnesota. The original rul-
ing which declares Joe a statelecs person and orders his depor-
tation has been upheld. The deportation order is stayed pending
appeal. The next step in the defense will be an appeal to the
Immigration Service headquarters in Washington,D.C. and whatever
court actions may prove advisabile.

During the period that Joe's case was limited to hearings
before the Minnesota district office, his expenses were handled
entirely by the Twin Citles Committee to Oppose the Deportation
of Joseph Johnson, except for the legal services of Leonard
Boudin which were provided by the Emergency Civil Liberties
Committee in New York. The new stage of the case and the greater
expenses entalled make it necessary to expand the activities of
the committee and to make it a national committee.

During the next months Joseph Johnson will be on a nation-
wide tour speaking on his case. The tour will help publicize
the case, raise money, and gain new support. Enclosed is a
schedule for the tour.

YSAers should do all they can to help support the tour and
the defense effort. Each local should:

. Assign a YSAer to be responsible for work on the case.

. Help arrange meetings for Joseph Johnson on campus and
wherever possible.

. Help collect sponsors for the committee.

. Help raise money for the case.

. Help publicize the case by writing articles for school
papers, etc.

. Involve non-YSAers who become interested in the case in
defense work.

A VEFEW M

The Committee to Oppose the Deportation of Joseph Johnson is
planning to transfer its headquarters to New York. Until this
occurs the headquarters will be in Minneapolis. Corresponcéence
to the committee shoculd be sent to:

The Committee to Oppose the Deportation of Joseph Johnson
P.0. Box 8731, North Star Building
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Comradely,

4. I e Q@ Gir i
Betsey Barnes

YSA National Secretary
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Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

_ngruary 4, 1966

ATTENTION ORGANIZERS:

Dear Comrades,

The NEC has voted to place a point on the agenda on the
constitution. All locals should reserve a session in their
preconvention discussion for consideration of the draft
constitution. There will be no line resolution on the Negro
Struggle, so locals are not required to schedule time for
discussion on this question,although they may want to do so.

Comradely,

£3113§7 Gurines
Betsey Barnes

National Secretary
YSA



Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

February 4, 1966

ATTENTION ORGANIZERS:

Dear Comrades,

The Joseph Johnson Case has reached a new stage. Joseph
Johnson has received a final ruling from the district office
of the U.S. Immigration Service in Minnesota. The original rul-
ing which declares Joe a stateless person and orders his depor-
tation has been upheld. The deportation order is stayed pending
appeal. The next step in the defense will be an appeal to the
Immigration Service headquarters in Washington,D.C. and whatever
court actions may prove advisable,

During the period that Joe's case was limited to hearings
before the Minnesota district office, his expenses were handled
entirely by the Twin Cities Committee to Oppose the Deportation
of Joseph Johnson, except for the legal services of Leonard
Boudin which were provided by the Emergency Civil Liberties
Committee in New York. The new stage of the case and the greater
expenses entailed make it necessary to expand the activities of
the committee and to make it a national committee.

During the next months Joseph Johnson will be on a nation-
wide tour speaking on his case. The tour will help publicize
the case, raise money, and gain new support. Enclosed is a
schedule for the tour.

YSAers should do all they can to help support the tour and
the defense effort: Each local should:

. Assign a YSAer to be responsible for work on the case.

. Help arrange meetings for Joseph Johnson on campus and
wherever possible.

. Help collect sponsors for the committee.

. Help raise money for the case.

. Help publicize the case by writing articles for school
papers, etc.

. Involve non-YSAers who become interested in the case in
defense work.

A VW PO

The Committee to Oppose the Deportation of Joseph Johnson is
planning to transfer its headquarters to New York. Until this
occurs the headquarters will be in Minneapolis. Correspondence
to the commlttee should be sent to:

The Commiftee to Oppose the Deportation of Joseph Johnson
P.0. Box 8731, North Star Building
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402

Comradely,

4. B o Lj,; Jin Bk
Betsey Barnes

YSA National Secretary



Denver
Seattle
Bay Area
Los Angeles
San Diego
Tucson
Albuquerque
Austin
Houston
New Orleans
Tallahassee
Atlanta
Washington, D.C.
Philadelphia
New York
Newark
Boston
Ithaca
Buffalo
Cleveland
Detroit
Chicago
Cincinnati
St. Louis
Des Moines

TOUR SCHEDULE

Feb, 6-8

Feb, 11-13
Feb, 15 (p.m.)-19
Feb, 21-25
Feb, 27-28
March 2

March 4-5
March 7

March 9-10
March 12
March 14
March 16
March 138

Mar, 19 (p.m.)=22
March 23-30
March 26
April 1-6
April 8
April 10-11
April 13~-17
April 19-23
April 25-29
May 1-2

May 4-5

May 7-8

Travel Days

Feb, 9-10

Feb, 14-15 (a.m,)
Feb, 20 '
Feb, 26

March 1

March 3

March 6

March 8

March 11

March 13

March 15

March 17

March 19 (a.m.)
March 22 {p.m.)
March 31
April 7

April 9

April 12

April 18

April 24

April 30

May 3

May 6

May 9



Attachment; Jack's Report ,.,. 1

The Standing Committee of the National Coordinating
Committee to End the War in Vietnam met on January 8-9 in
Milwaukee., The purpose of this meeting was to take up the
unresolved problems of the Thanksgiving Convention, Three
major issues which were implicit at the Thanksgiving Convention
came into the open at Milwaukee.

First, there was a discussion on political perspectives for
the NCC. The Stalinists and other coalitionists presented
arguments for supporting political candidates who oppose the war
in Vietnam, They argued that supporting such candidates would
help in building a mass movement and would influence the "status
people," This was an undisguised presentation of coalition
politics which helped open the eyes of people in Milwaukee to
some of the basic roots of the fight in Washington. Although
there was no vote taken or resolution passed on this subject
by the meeting, the discussion helped to expose the political
character of the people who opposed us, This was certainly a
step forward from the confusion generated by our opponents at
the Washington Convention,

Second, debate occurred around the question of whether or
not the NCC Standing Committee should issue a press release ex-
posing Johnson's 'peace offensive" and calling for immediate
withdrawal, Arguments were presented on both sides and a vote
was taken of individual delegates present. The motion to issue
a press release including a call for immediate withdrawal passed
19 to 18, This result was overturned by the use of proxy and
weighted votes indicating to everyone present that the Stalinists
had assured themselves a mechanical majority in the Standing
Committee as they had at the Convention., Jerry Rubin and Jack
Weinberg from the Berkeley VDC supported immediate withdrawal,
Since the Milwaukee meeting the Berkeley VDC has gone on record
in support of immediate withdrawal., The Berkeley and Chicago
delegations voted with us on most major points., This had all
been preceded by a fight against the legitimacy of proxies led
by the Berkeley delegation and a fight for the right to elect
chairman of sessions led by us,

Third, the meeting discussed the organizational character
of the NCC, The basic question here was who would control the
apparatus of the NCC? The fact of the domination of the Madison
office by the Stalinists was raised openly by non CPers like
Rubin and Beinin, (Beinin diplomatically said Madison was
"dominated politically by a DuBois Club-~like tendency even if
there is no organized BuBois Club there.')



Attachment: Jacli's Report ... 2

The Rubin proposal which called for a dynamic national
organization based on the CEWV's and centered in Chicago was
postponed for further consideration and discussion. It will be
brought up again at a Standing Committee meeting in April, This
proposal would place control in the hands of either himself or
other independents.,

In a partial compromise Jack Weinberg agreed to go to
Madison for several weeks to ''see whether we can accomplish
anything" and help out, The net result was that the apparatus
of the HCC remains in the hands of Frank Emspak and continues
to be dominated by the Stalinists.

A general feature of the entire meeting was the realignment
of many of the "independent' leaders like Rubin and Weinberg
as well as pecople lilke Irving Beinin., Their bloc with the
Stalinists against us at the Thenksgiving convention had dis-
integrated and many of them found themselves voting with us
against the Stalinists. A most remarkable revelation was made
by a Stalinist from a midwesteim state who publicly denounced
Rubin and Weinberg for splitting away from the convention bloc
against the "Trotskyites,"

Caucus Meeting

Members of the Caucus to Constitute a National Organization
of Independent Anti-Vietnam VWar Cormittees for the Withdrawal of
U.S. Troops llow held a meeting following the Standing Cormittee
meeting.,

The first order of business was to change their name to
supporters of the Dring The Troops llome low Newslettex,

Secondly it was decided to change the. three-man steering
committee formed in Washington into a five-man editorial board
composed of people who live in Boston. This will facilitate
making editorial decisions in the Newsletter office. Gus
lorowitz was chosen to be editor of the lHewsletter,

It was agreed that the Hewsletter office would issue
pamphilets and buttons as well as put out a call for the ilarch
25 and 20 International Days Of Protest, The first button is
ready and will be mailed out this week; others are on the
drawing board, A pamphlet on irmediate withdrawal vs, negotia-
tions is written and will be out soon. The meeting also .
encouraged supporters of the llecusletter to go into new areas and
organize CEWV's and recruit Newsletter supporters, The decision
was made to encourage both local organizations and individuals
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to formally become Newsletter supporters,

The failure of the NCC Standing Committee to create a
dynamic center based on the independent CEWV's means that the
Newsletter will become very important as a national center of
militant anti-war activity, The supporters of the Newsletter
will be getting their CEWV's to look more and more to the
Newsletter for information about and coordination of anti-war
actions,

There has been a downturn in anti-war activity since the
Thanksgiving Convention and many of the CEWV's are less active.
This decline is due in part to the failure of the Thanksgiving
Convention to inspire the anti-war activists and in part due to
the confusion and pressures generated ".by Johnson's current

‘‘peace offensive.'" However, it would be a mistake for us to
believe that this lull is permanent, The continued escalation
of the war insures an objective base for the movement and its
resurgence., When the next upturn comes it will be around the
CEWV's and local united fronts which are the primary vehicles
of anti-war opposition, It will go through them because they
are the existing formations which have demonstrated in practice
that they can mobilize thousands.,

The task of Newsletter supporters is to get as many
committees as possible to support the Newsletter while reaching
out and helping to build new committees,

There is currently a division within the DuBois Club over
the question of immediate withdrawal vs. negotiations, We should
make contact and discuss with as many DuBois Club members as
possible, We must get the Newsletter, the YSA Vietnam pamphlet
and the Newsletter pamphlet on withdrawal to them. We should
talk with them and find out what they are thinking,

The division goes right into their top leadership, There
were many DuBois Club members present in Milwaukee but none as
voting representatives from CEWV's,

January 22, 1966



Pebruary 1, 1965
Confidentlal
Dear Gwd & TMLy)

In the past several mcnths an important development within the DuBois
Club has emeryged. This is an internal debate on the question of
immediate withdrawal vs. negotiations. We first Lecame aware of this
dispute when we received a report on the DuRois Clus National Coordin-
ating Committee meeting in Phlladelphiz sfter the Thankaglving con-
vention {copies were sent to NCers and organizers in December). We
learned from this report that the DuBeie Club leaders held & a8ix hour
discussion on the guestion of immediate wlithdrswal vs. negotliations,
that a resclution supporting negotiations wes adcpted, and that a minority
ealling for immediate withdrawal was unreconciled with thie position,
Purthermore, we learned that this minority extended Into the top lead-
ership including hoth Mike Myerson and Carl Blolce, Since then we
have received repcris from meny areas In trhe country indicating that
the conflict ia wicespread,

The clearest statements of the two positiorns are printed in Dimension
(Vel 1. mo. 1) which is the DuBois Club'‘s new discussion journal,

The article in support of negotiatlions is written by Terrence Hallinan
and the statement for immedlate withdrawel 1s signed by Mike Myerson,
Carl Bloice, Harold Supriano, leni 3Seigzl, snd Jamie Huberman,

This detate ls important for several rezacns., Mirst of zsli, it reflects
the pressure ¢f the astrong sentiment for immedlate withdrawal that
exists within the antiwar movement. It indicetes that msny DuBols
Club members have trouble deferdirg their positicn in arguments with
antiwar activists snd other socisalists., Secondly, it opens the door
for us to engage members ol the DuBolis Clud in discussicns around the
central political question facing the antiwar movement. Wwe can reach
out and talk (o the questionling, <onfused and dissldent DuBois Club
members apnd sympetnlzers. with ocur more articulate and consistent
expression of the immediste withdrawal approach, Thirdly, it gives us
a chence to hit American stalinism at its most vulnerable point by
putting pressare on a wing of the DuBols Cluh and recrulting defectors
to Newslettier supporters groups and the YS2,

Taghs

1) Our intervention in the DuBois Club internal debate must be organized
in every local area. If necermary 2 comrade should be asslgned to be
responsible for this work;

2) Regular and complete reports about the actlivities of the DuBois Club,
the extent of the internal conflict, the number of defections, and the
progress of contact work should be sent to the NO;

3) CGoples of all reports, leaflets, bulletins, publications, etc. that

are published by the DuBois Club should be mailed to the NO

4) Locals should subscribe to DuBois publications. The most important ‘
are Insurcent and Dimension (write 954 MecAllister St., San Francisco, Cal,;
5) Yégera should take advantage of DuBois Club conferences, meetings,
forums, etc, to meet and talk to DuBois Club members, contacts and
sympathizers. A policy of fraternization should be developed with
dissidents and defectors.

5) An attempt should be made to recruit DuBolis Club defectors to
Newsletter Supporter groups and to the Y3A.

Comradely, —_
é),gw? J Ly
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NE@ Minutes - January 23, 1966 No. 8

Present: NEC: Mary-Alice, Dan, Betsey, John, Daniels,
Mellssa, Doug, Jack

NC ALT: Caroline, Dick, Roland
Chairman: Jack

1. National Office

2. YS

3. Subscription Drive
4, Bloomington Defense
5. Antiwar Work ’
6. Convention

Agenda:

1. National Office ~ Betsey

a. Report read from Lew on the filrst leg of his tour,
Audlences have been very good and at each step compliments
on the Newsletter have been made to Lew by non-members, .

b. NC ALT Ray W. has been dropped from membership
for non-payment of dues,

¢c. Letter from Robin M. asking about requirements
for voting on convention resolutions and delegates,
Betsey to write Robin explaining the constitutional re-
quirements,

Motlon: To approve the report.

Motion Passed

2, Y¥YS ~ Mary-Alice

The YS will be stapled on Monday and Tuesday and
malled out on Wednesday and Thursday.

3. Subseription Brive - Dan

Since the final Mllitant scoreboard the total num=~
ber of combined subscriptions collected has risen to 1582,

Motion: To approve the report.

Discussion: Maniels, Jack, Dan, Daniels

Motion Passed

4, Bloomington Defense ~ Daniels

Report on defense work,

Discussion: Dan, Daniels, Jack, Daniels




5. Aptiwar Work - Jack

,Report on the Milwaukee Standing Committee Meeting
and the meeting of the caucus and general report on antil-
war work,

Motion: To approve the report.
Discussion: Melissa, Jack, Méiissé, Jack,‘Befsey,

Jack, Danic.t, Jack, Dan, Doug, Jack, Melissa, Jack, Mary-
Alice, Dan, ijack, Betsey, Dan, Caroline

Motion Passed

6. Convention - Jack

a. Negro Struggle: It is proposed that we do not
have a l1lifié 1:s010iI<n on the Negro Struggle at the coming
conventicn., Our last two resolutions are a sufficient
general guide ror our work at this conjunciure, We willl
try to organize a panel discussion on the Negro Struggle.

Motion: To handle any conjunctural questions on the
Negro Struggle in the Political Resolution or report,

Discussion: Melissa, Jack, Danlels, Jack, John, Jack,
Betsey ‘

Motion Passed

b, Constitution: Extensive discussion on the

draft Constitution.

Motion: To approve the draft Constltution,

Motion Passed

¢c. Antiwar Movement Resolution: Presentation by
Doug and extensive discussion on the antiwar movement
resolution.

Motion: To approve the general line of the Antiwar
Movement Resolution.

Motion Passed.
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January 21 1969

FEDERAL COURT ASKED TO RULE IN BLOOMINGTON CASE

Dear Frilend:

Two professors at Indiana University and two citizens
of Indiana have Jjoined the three Indiana University
students, Ralph Levitt, Tom Morgan, and Jim Bingham,

in their fight against the unconstitutional state Anti-
Communism Act., In October a2 motion requesting an in-
Junction to stop the prosecution of the three students
on the grounds that the law 1s unconstitutional was
filed in the U,3, district court in Indianapolis.

Included as plaintiffs in this appeal, along with the
three indicted students, are: Professor Joseph Schneider,
Professor of Sociology, Professor James Dinsmoor, Pro-
fessor of Psychclogy, and William and Rhoda Lindner,
citizens of Indiana. They are protesting the law's in-
fringement on their freedom of speech and assembly.

They maintain That the existence of this unconstitution-
al law and the threat of indictment under it, inhilbits
their freedom of expression, and thus deprives them of
basic constitutional liberties.

In the light of the precedent set in the decision of

the U.S. Supreme Court last April in the Southern Con-
ference Educational Fund Case (Dombrowski Case), the
Young Socialist Alliance is also included as a plaintiff,

It maintains that the law infringes upon its rights as

an organization on the Indiana University campus.

A motion for summary judgment, along with supporting
affidavits, were filed December 17, 1965. Professor
Schneider, who teaches a course in Social Theory and
Social Problems, states in his affidavit that he feels
"inhibited from freely discussing in my classes all
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shades of social theory" because of apprehension over the
possible threat of indictment inherent in the statute, He
further states that he has "discerned a reluctance on the
part of students to discuss 'radical!' social thecries in
their relationship to social problems as freely as they did
prior to" the indictment of the three students.

Professor Jinsmoor points out in his affidavit that public
statements by Prosecutor Thomas Hoadley and the indictment
of the three students has "created a repressive climate of
opinion in the local press and among the students at Indlana
University.

In his reply to the request for an injunction, Prosecutor
Hoadley agreed that the three students had suffered injury

and that the federal court should rule on the case, He stated
that "there is a danger of irreparable, clear, imminent, great
and immediate inJury" to the three students if they were to

be tried under the criminal charge prior to determining the
constitutionality of the statute,

A panel of three federal judges has been selected to hear the
case and 2 date for oral arguments is expected shortly.

This appeal to the federal court 1is part of the continuing
fight against this unconstitutional state statute which be-
gan over two and one half years ago in May, 1963, when the
students were first indicted. The protection of civil 1lib-
erties and academic freedAom 1s, as you can see, 3 prolaonged
and costly procedure., The outcome of this case can vitally
affect the rights of individuals critical of the administra-
tion's foreign policy, civil rights workers opposing white
supremacy in the South, and students and faculty members
throughout the country.

We cannot win wilthout your financial help as well as moral
support, Please contribute generously to help fight this
encroachment on the civil liberties of all Americans.
Sincerely,_ﬁ
:\1_,‘_,,_ SR ¥ (tfaj\)jzﬂ‘r;f :

'ﬁo§ce DeGroot
Natilonal Secretary



Box 213
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

January 28, 1966

TO ALL THOSE WORKING ON CABS:

The enclosed letter has been sent to 'all sponsors to inform them of
the filing for:the injunction.

We are now waiting for a date for oral arguments which will take
place in Indianapolis. Regardless of the decision, an appeal to
the U.S. Supreme Court will follow. If the decision is not in our
favor, we will appeal. If it is in our favor, Hoadley will appeal.

Prosecutor Hoadley's admissions that injury will be done to the three
students and that they have no other remedy at law is quite signifi-
cant. This means that he also is asking the court to rule on the
constitutionality. Although the court can still refuse to rule on
the constitutionality of the law, both the Prosecutor and the three
students agree that it is within the court's jurisdiction and agree
that unless it does rule, the three students will continue to be
deprived of their rights.

We should concentrate on getting the broadest possible publicity
for this new stage of the case, Emphasis should be placed on the
inclusion of the four people (particularly the two professors) who
feel the law infringes upon their rights, and the jurisdiction of
the federal court. Individuals who are already familiar with the
case can be approached for additional contributions, and the thou-
sands of students and faculty members who have come onto the campus
in the last two and one half years should be acquainted with the
case. It was the publicity and support which we gained after the
first indictments which led to the victory in Bloomington at the
pre-trial hearings. The growing opposition to the war in Vietnam
and the activity of the antiwar movement now make it possible to
build even broader support for the three students who are being
prosecuted for their political ideas and campus activities.

Concretely this means:

1. Getting articles on the case in local and school newspapers, mag-
azines, and antiwar newsletters.

2. Continuing to obtain sponsors. Although this need not be a major
campalign as it was in the early stages of the case, it should be
steadlly continued.




3: Raising money. Cocktall parties, faculty mailings, folk con-
certs and rummage salées should be continued and repeated. The legal
appeals are long and expensive, and we need funds to pay the con-

tinuing publicity costs and legal expenses.

Remember: An appeal to the Supreme Court appears to be inevitable.
We need publicity and money!

Sincerely,

. $ocf S
il e .
PR

L” - o

Joyce DeGroot
National Secretary
Committee to Aid the
Bloomington Students
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January 21 1960

FEDERAL COURT ASKED TO RULE IN BLOOMINGTON CASE

Dear Friend:

Two professors at Indiana University and two citizens
of Indlana have Jjoined the three Indiana University
students, Ralph Levitt, Tom Morgan, and Jim Bingham,

in thelr fight against the unconstitutional state Anti-
Communism Act. In October a motion requesting an in-
Junction to stop the prosecution of the three students
on the grounds that the law 1s unconstitutional was
filed in the U.3. district court in Indianapolis,

Included as plaintiffs in this appeal, along with the
three indicted students, are: Professor Joseph Schnelder,
Professor of Sociology, Professor James Dinsmoor, Pro-
fessor of Psychology, and William and Rhoda Lindner,
citizens of Indiana. They are protesting the law's in-
fringement on their freedom of speech and assembly,

They maintain That the existence of this unconstitution-
al law and the threat of indictment under it, inhibits
their freedom of expression, and thus deprives them of
basic constitutional liberties.

In the light of the precedent set in the decision of
the U.S. Supreme Court last April in the Southern Con-
ference Educational Fund Case (Dombrowski Case), the

Young Socialist Alliance is also included as a plaintiff.

It maintains that the law infringes upon its rights as
an organization on the Indiana University campus. -

A motion for summary Jjudgment, along with supporting
affidavits, were filed December 17, 1965. Professor
Schneider, who teaches a course in Social Theory and
Soclal Problems, states in his affidavit that he feels
"inhibited from freely discussing in my classes all

{Partial University Sponsor List on other side) &p 6
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shades of social theory" because of apprehension over the
possible threat of indictment inherent in the statute, He
further states that he has "discerned a reluctance on the
part of students to discuss 'radical' social thecries in
thelr relationship to social problems as freely as they did
prior to" the indictment of the three students.

Professor Jdinsmoor points out in his affidavit that public
statements by Prosecutor Thomas Hoadley and the indictment
of the three students has "created a repressive climate of
opinion in the local press and among the students at Indiana
University.

In his reply to the request for an injunction, Prosecutor
Hoadley agreed that the three students had suffered injury ‘
and that the federal court should rule on the case, He stated
that "there is a danﬁer of irreparable, clear, imminent, great
and immediate injury” to the three students 1f they were to

be tried under the criminal charge prior to determining the
constitutionality of the statute.

A panel of three federai Judges has been selected to hear the
case and a date for oral arguments 1s expected shortly.

This appeal to the federal court 1s part of the continuing
fight against this unconstitutional state statute which be-
gan over two and one half years ago in May, 1963, when the
students were first indicted. The protection of civil 1ib-
erties and academic freedAom is, as you can see, a prolonged
and costly procedure, The outcome of this case can vitally
affect the rights of individuals critical of the administra-
tion's foreign policy, civil rights workers opposing white
supremacy in the South, and students and faculty members
throughout the country.

We cannot win without your financial help as well as moral
support, Please contribute generously to help fight this
encroachment on the civil liberties of 211 Americans,
Sincerely,’_
s ens e

ﬁoyce DeGroot
National Secretary



Box 213
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

January 28, 1966

TO ALL THOSE WORKING ON CABS:

The enclosed letter has been sent to all sponsors to inform them of
the filing for the injunction.

We are now waiting for a date for oral arguments which will take
place in Indianapolis. Regardless of the decision, an appeal to
the U.S. Supreme Court will follow. If the decision is not in our
favor, we will appeal. If it is 1in our favor, Hoadley will appeal.

Prosecutor Hoadley's admissions that injury will be done to the three
students and that they have no other remedy at law is quite signifi-
cant. Thlis means that he also is asking the court to rule on the
constitutionality. Although the court can still refuse to rule on
the constitutionality of the law, both the Prosecutor and the three
students agree that it is within the court's jurisdiction and agree
that unless it does rule, the three students will continue to be
deprived of their rights.

We should concentrate on getting the broadest possible publicity
for thils new stage of the case. Emphasis should be placed on the
inclusion of the four people (particularly the two professors) who
feel the law infringes upon their rights, and the Jjurisdiction of
the federal court. Individuals who are already familiar with the
case can be approached for additional contributions, and the thou-
sands of students and faculty members who have come onto the campus
in the last two and one half years should be acquainted with the
case. It was the publicity and support which we galned after the
first indictments which led to the victory in Bloomington at the
pre-trial hearings. The growing opposition to the war in Vietnam
and the activity of the antiwar movement now make it possible to
build even broader support for the three students who are being
prosecuted for their political ideas and campus activities.

Concretely this means:

1. Getting articles on the case in local and school newspapers, mag-
azines, and antiwar newsletters.

2. Continuing to obtain sponsors. Although this need not be a major
campaign as it was in the early stages of the case, it should be
steadlily continued.
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3. Raising money. Cocktail parties, faculty mailings, folk con-
certs and rummage sales should be continued and repeated. The legal
appeals are long and expensive, and we need funds to pay the con-
tinuing publicity costs and legal expenses.

Remember: An appeal to the Supreme Court appears to be inevitable.
We need publicity and money!

Sincerely, ,
‘ = T
Joyée DeGroot
National Secretary
Committee to Aid the

Bloomington Students
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SUMMARY OF W.,E B, DUBOIS CLUBS NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE
MEETING held in Philadelphia December 2-U, 1965

The main polints of the agenda are listed belnw with a brief notat-
ion of conclusions and/or decisions reached, and, in some instances,
a brief resume of discussion, In several areas, separate documents
are being issued by the National Executlive which will develop

these points in detail,

I. DISCUSSION OF THE CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATING
COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM (NCCTEWVN) See the DBC Report
on NCCTEWVN Convention for full analysis.

II. PEACE

A, ON CALLINC FOR NEGOTIATIONS

After a six-hour discussion on whether or not our demands

concerring the war in Vlietnam should include a call for negotiations
to implem~ent the Geneva Accords anrnd end the war, differences of
opinicn still existed, Those who asguved for the negotlations
demand (a majority of the NCC) conteuded that 1; This war like
any other rniust end at the negotiations table, 2) To oppose this
demand 1s actnally to cppose the one realistic means of ending the
war, 3) A call for negotiations to implement the Geneva Accords
can counter LBJ's misuse of the slogan of negotiations in his
effort to confuse the American peopie 4) A call for negotiations
is a demand to which the Americar pecple wlll be receptive and 1is
one around which Ame=icans can be mobilized.

Those who argued against a call for negotiations contended that
1) As a socilalist organization we have a certain responsibility
to tne world socilallst movement, and to the NLW which 1s a part
of that movement, and thact we have no right to c¢sll for negotiations
when the NLF has not. done so. 2) By calling for negotiations, we
are compromising ourselves and playins into LBJ's hands by
aading to the confusion of the American people about the compli-
cated 1ssue of negntlations.

At the end of this discussion, a majority of the NCC accepted
the following as cur demanus concerning the war in Vietnam:

"IN ORDER TO END UNITED STATES AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM, THE W.E.B.
DUBGIS CLUBS OF AMERICA DEMANDS:

1) Immediate cessation of bombing in North and South Vietnam

2) Recognition of the Natlional Liberation Front

3) Negotiations to honor and implement the 1964 Geneva Accords
1§ withdrawal of all United States and alliec troops."

B. ASSISTANCE FOR THE NCCTEWVN

Frank Emspak, National Chairman of NCCTEWVN, made a series of
requests which the DBC NCC will attempt to fulfill. These include
sending the NCCTEWVN our international contacts list and our na-~
tional key contact list, and atcempting to supply a fulltime staff
person, for the NCCTEWVN, PFurther, ALL LOCAL CLUBS SHOULD SEND
ALL REPORTS ON PEACE ACTIVITY TO THE NCCTEWVN AS WELL AS TO THE
DBC NATIONAL CFFICE., We urge maxium support for the NCCTEWVN,
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C .DRAFT PROGRAM (See our pamphlet on the DBC Draft Program)

It was generally agreed that our draft program should have sec=
ondery emphasis to our maln peace effor: which 1s directed at
Ending the War in Vietnam. To implement our draft pregram, we
adopted the following measures:

1) Accepted the anti-draft petition, accompanied with a cover let-
ter (See at end of NCC Summary)

2) The Natioual Executive shall prepare a series of leaflets aimed
at different sections of the American people and 1illustrating how
the war in Vietnam works agairst their self-interest.

3) A Speakers Bureau on the War in Vietram shall be organized

4) The DBCshall initiate an international youbh and student
petition against tue war

5) The Nationzl Executive shall prepare a prospectus assisting
local clubs in raising the peace issue in conjunction with the
1966 elections.

D. EYERY LOCAL CLUB SHOULD ELECT A PEACE COORDINATOR WHO WILL
COMMUNICATE REGULARLY WITH NATIONAL PREACE COORDINATOR MIKE MYERSON.

E. DEC, 20 DEMONSTRATIONS

We agreed wherever possible to rupport with educationals thre
hemispheriz demonstrations on DPecember 20 commemorating the found-
ing of the NLF and cpposing the war,

III. ECONOMIC PROGRAM FfOR YOUTH

This section of our NCC was of utmost importance., SEE SEPARATE
DOCUMENT ON ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOR ANALYSIS AND PROGRAMATIC
SUGGESTICNS, including a National Youth Plenk for the War on Pov=-
erty.

IV, SUMMER PROJECT
Again people from more develnped areas will be recruited to work

on coucentrated sumnmer organizing projects. Citles definitely
selected (with number.ot full-time workers needed) incluvde: CHICAGO
10 peopls) CLEVELAND /A people) DETROIT ( 7 people) PHILADELPHIA

.5 people),
K final decision on a project in MEMPHIS (with 17 people) will
be reached at our next NCC after cur Socuthern <Coordinator Phil Davis
has made an assessment from his upcoming southern tour.
The programatic basis of cui summer proJject will be our
Economic Program with the issue of Vietnam being raised in rela-
tionship to the War on Poverty (Make .obs Not War, etc.)
Other citles to be considered for summer projects if funds amd
personnel are avallable include Baltimore, Pilttsburg, Washington,
St. Louis and Hazard, Ky. Two persons are needed to work with
Carl Braden on the staff of h the SOUTHERN PATRIOT and two others
will work with the TENNESSEE FREE LABUR TINTON, Persons interested
in any of these projects should contact the Natlonal Offi:e at
once.

V. NATIONAL ACTION

PrcJected was a March on Washingtor for Jobs to climax the
summer project, and to be held on Auguvst 28 (a Sunday, the annivere
sary of the 1963 March for Jobs and Freedom) or Labor Day (Mon-
day, September 5). Many ideas were raised, including a mass
meeting to discuss the Youth Plank for the War on Poverty, a
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conference to draft such a plank, torchlight parade, etc. A dis-
cus3lon paper on the proposed liational Action will be sent to lo-
cal clubs shortly. It was felt that thils action could 1) be the
next step for the Movement, which must be to link the issues of
forelgn and domestic pclicy 2) be a vehicle of expression for the
community people who will be working with us in the summer pro-
Ject (the peonle who must be mobilized to force an end to LBJ's
war in Vietnam) 3) provide an excellent tool for organizing and/
or building HuBois Clubs this spring and summer. OBVIOUSLY THIS
PROJECT IS IN TIE EARLIEST TENTATIVE STAGE AND YOUR IDEAS AND
OPINIONS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED AND REQUESTED.

VI. PUBLICATIONS

A, INSUPGENT

It was generslly agreed that while the last issue of INSURGENT
was the best one yet produced, that the magazine sinould more
consciously aim itself at the great majority cf - working
class and stucdent youth who are not yet actively committed to
the left and that

B, DIMENSIONS

will aim a%t activist and left youith, and will aim 2t becoming
a Journal of the Movement, DIMENSIONS will be published January 15.

C. SPUR

In addition 1o belng an organizational communications bulletin,
SPUR should reflect the political discussions inside the National
Executive, and can reprint other position papers. ALL THREE
PUBLICATIONS ARE NOW LARGELY WRITTEN BY PERSONS IN THE NATIONAL
OFFICE, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT CRITICISMS, SUGGESTIONS FOR
ARTICLES, MANUSCRIPTS, ETC. BE FORTHCOMING FROM OTHER AREAS, Each
club should appoint a Publications Chairman, who will communicate
reguiarly with Jim . Peake and Celia Rosebury.

VII. EDUCATION

Sylabi! will be forthcoming on the Power Structure, on Negro
History, on the Civil Right Movement, on Labor History, and on the
Working Class. Each club should appuint an Education Chairman
(in addition to Chaiiman for Peace, Publications and Fund-Raising)
who should communicate with the National Education Sec-
i'etary, Dynamite Halllinan, immedlately.

VIII. FINANCES

We have already incurred a debt of slightly less than $100C
since the Chicago Labor Day conference, " Beslde that debht,
if we are to carry out tha plan for a coavention in June, a sum-
mer project, and a national action, we obvicusly must raise more
funds than we have in the past. Several suggestions wer:2 made,

IX. MOVING THE NATIONAL OFFICE

The National Office will be mcved to Chicago by June 1. The
NATICNAL CONVENTION of tne DuBois Clubs will be held on the third
or -fourth weekend in June 1n Chicago.
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X, THE NEXT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING will be on
the last weeirend in February (25-27) in Chicago. Final decisions
on moving the National Office, the Conventinn, and the Summer
Project will be made 2% that meeting, as well as a decisilon and
planning on the National Action.

I THINK IT WAS GENERALIY AGFEED BY ALL WHO ATTENDED THIS NCC THAT
IT WAS VERY ENCOURAGING AND EXQITING,., THIS WAS BECAUSE WE COULD
SEE DUBOIS CLUBS POLICY ANI) PROGRAM ARE REALLY BECINNING

TO DEVEIOP. « FULLER PREPARATION BY ALL MEMBERS OF THE NCC
{(WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE) CAN
INSURE AN EVEN MORE PROLUCTIVE CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO IN FEBRUARY.

Hugh Fowler, National Chairmnan
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REPORT OF THE DUBOIS CLUBS ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY, Terence Hallina

In the process of growing up any organization goes through a
number of s*tages. Unless it 1s able to master each of them and
move on to the next level, it will cease growing and eventually
begin to wither away,

The DuBois Clubs has reached such a2 plateau,We have mastered
the stage of initiating chapters. Now unless we are able to
consolidate those chapters and develop a long-range perspective
fcr our organization, than we shall suffer the fate of so many
- other shortlived groups of the past.

The first step in this direction 1is tc formalize our organ-
izetion. At the Chicago Conference it ves recommended that
membership cards be printed by the National Office. This has
been done ard such cards are now avallable. According to the
proposal, local clubs are to urdertake a widespread sale of
these cards, the only criterion for membership being a willingness
to pay the required fee. In thlis manner, we can find out exactly
how many members we have and who they are and can begln building
a mass membership orgenization. Once five membership cards from
any chapter have been recelved hy the National 0ffice a charter
will be sent to that club. Where no chapter is operating, people
can still join as independent individuals.

By using four cards, one of which 1s to be retained by the
applicant with the others going to the loca2l, regional and Nat-
ional offices, we hope to beilng giving structure to the organ-
ization at several levels. Area committees should be established
in the maJjor population centers to direct the grcwth ard activity
of clubs in that area. It was recommended at the last NCC that
club chairman serve on these committées. The regional offices
must being becoming more than Just a roving coordinator. Reglonal
coordinators should tegin to corcentrate on one or two ma jor
centers in thelr area and establish a reglonal office in
one city. The area and regional corferences sciueduled for the
Christmes and Easter holidays must be taken seriously and carried
out with a maximum of advenced preparation.

One thing °~ which became clear during the ¢iscussion cf
structure at the NCC is that we have seriously overextended cur-
selves. The tremendous growth we have experienced tnls first
year has been almost purely a horizcntal one. We have not really
reached new people and have not begun to tap the mzsses of
American youth, The potentials for organizing chapters have
been so grzat that there hacs been a tendency to set up
chapters throughout an area without buillding any strong center.

- Similarly, within the big cities chapters have been splintered into
a nunter of smill localized grcups which are lncapable of
developing or carrying out program., Although much of this has

been motivated by the wcrthy desire of reaching more,

and particularly working class, ycung people it has had the
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opposite effect. The truth is that such people are reached by
what you are doing, rather than by setting up little chapters in
their neighborhocds. When at least one chapter is operating
really effectively 1n each area then you will get the kind of
spontaneouvs growth needed to build the DuBols Clubs into a
mass organization,

We must begin to consolidate chapters and to concentrate our

effcrts, even at the cost of some local clubs and individuals.
Experience has shown us that in order for a DuBoils Club chapter
to operate effectively 1t shovld have at least 50

members. It 1s then poscible to set up committees in several
special intecrest fielde. Each of these committees should develop
and organize activity in their respective areas, checklng

back with the executive only for approval and to gain the par-
ticipation of other members. The president's job will then consi:
of supervising the work of these committees, paylng speclal
attention to those that are having problems.

“While our organization places 1its principal stress on
the ac*’on aspects of our program. work must also be carriled
on in the educational and socta) fields., Unless fthere 1s an
educatlional . program that can develop the people con-
tacted on the basls of your activity ( and remember it is
exactly when the club 1is operating most successfully that 1t 1s
going to attract psople who are not socialists) and a social
program to mske 1t enjoyable to remaln n the club the chapter
will become one-sided and cease to function effectively.

The key to mastering thls new stage we are entering is pro-
gram., But program cannot be developed without organization.
The National Office 1s beginning to turn out materials which
can help local chapters gain directilon and sustaln activity.
But, this 1s a twc-way street, To develop really meaningful
orogram on & naticnal level we must learn about the experiences
of diff=rent areas and the results of attempts to out
the program developed into practice, This means communicatlons
must be strengthcned and that someone in each chapter must
accept the responsibllity for steady communication with the
National Office,

We are today 1in a position to become the most important
organiration 1n the Movement . because we arc develonirg the

prograr: that everyone «lse 1s . looking for. But,this
wlill nct happen by itself. It will only happen if pecple in
this organization ere willing to get out and fight to see

that 1t does, Ancd they can only do that if they have an effective
structured and operating organization behind them,
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REPORT ON THE CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE
TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM (In Washington, D.C.from Nov. 25-23,1965)

From the National Executive of the W,E.B. DuBnis Clubs of America

Most of this report will necessarily focus on the struggle over
structure which dcminated the entire con’erence., This struggle
reflected the attempt that was made bty a minority faction around
YSA to withdravw the more than one hurdred indepencdent Viet Nam
committees out of a2 broad Natioral Coordinatling Committee where
each comnittee retains full autonumy and equal voting repren-~
tation, and to reorganize the independent committees into a nar-
row, self-1solating »rganizaticr., It 1s important that this

dliscussion be prefaced and framed by a brief analysis of
the forces represented at this meeting and the trend they rep-
resent in the American peace movement.

The reasons glven by the mirority faction for the need for a dif-
ferent type of organization seemed valld tc many delegates at
first in that they reflected legitimate cocrcerns of many indep-
endent groups., It was argued that the National Coordinating
Committee wes dominated by national crganizations; that a single
independent Viet Nam commlittee cculd have r¢ real say in policy-
making. Therefore, it wes proposed that a separate organization
be established which could express the feelings of local committees,
which would be completely dominated by them, and which could meet
their needs. This would te a membership organization which

would be organized at the convention.,

At the same time, the minority factlor sald they wanted a National
Coordinatinrg Committee -~ ar umbrella crganizetion for the peace
movement which would coordinate activity for the entire movemert.
This Comrittee would 1nclude every organization from SANE and

Turn Toward Peace to the ¥YSA, and would include the new organiza-
tion of independents as a membter,

In fact, the claim that the NCC was dominated by national organiza-
tions was untrue., 68 out of 73 steering committees seats were
controlled by independent committees. There were 5 votes for
national organizatiors, while the independents had 68. Tuerefore,
national domination could not be the reual issue.

Likewise, the charge that independent committees were denied a
voice In policy malzing was not valid. As the :ICC wes structured
originally, each local committee had an equal volce in policy
making, one vote, the same as any other loczl or national
organization. And yet, they were permitted the grestest degree
of independence to protest the war 1irn whatever way they thought
best, considering local conditions, etc.

In actuality, the proposed new organlzation did away with the

-
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ind2pendence of the local committees -~ they would now be part

of a national organization, bound by a common set of principles,
with policy being determined not by local groups but by a national
leadershipy., What was actually happening was that an attempt was
being made to consolidate the new anti-war rovements around a
single, left political trend. What was actually belng proposed
was not an organization of the indenendents, but only of a small
number of indepcendent committees; not mezting the need of co-
ordinating activity between a variety of different kirds of
independent groupings_. but splitting the more radical independents
away from the others. What would have emerged wonld have been a
left sectarian organization that would have 1solated the new radi-
cal forces in the peace movement, rather than allowing them

to work more closely with the whole peace movement in finding
new ways to reach the American people.

The proposed new organization contalned in its staterent

of purpose two political recuirements: 1) U.S, aggression
deprives the Vietnamese people of their right to self determination,
2) A demand for immediate withdrawal now!

The majority of independents at the convention, even though they
agreed with the statements. did not feel their committees could
operate successfully around those principles,.

What is really needed s an NCC which could service all Viet Nam
committees, no matter what thelr level or agproach to the war. As
it was ( and 1s) structured, 1t can provide forms for the broad,
as well as the radical, sections of the peace movement and can
find ways in which they can work tcgether,

Though early in the conventlon 1t became clear to us that the
minority faction was using the questicn of structure to promote
divisive maneuvers, we did rot want to be drawn into the position
of onening a factional fight by publicly exposing them. Our
intention was to speak with the independents about the problem, to
participate in the workshops fully emphasizing programatic devel-
opment, and attempt to aid others in defining ' and resolving the
problem, Unfortunately we were hamstrung by a paucity
of concrete proposals. To accomplish this we called a series of
DBC caucuses for local and national members and other interested
individuals. These caucuses were a great ald in providing clarity
and direction for these who particlipated. Though these were of
great benefit and did much to improve oar relations with key
people they were guickly thrown together, informally structured,
and the leadership was little better prepared to help than the
-membership. The full effects of the caususes were not felt
because the DBC members did not take the caucus discussinns out

of the caucuses to the independents in the convention. While the
leadershin could have spoken out more in the sessiors, the mem-
bership could have played a better role ir bringing clarity and
understanding to the independents who in the - main were confused
and demoralized by the tactics of the minority faction.
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The sigrificance of the convention is that the dominant forces in
the radical secticn of the peace movement became more convinced of
the need for unity and breadth in the peace movement with strong
opposition to the trend toward isolation. This was a move in the
opposite direction; toward finding the means to work with all
those forces who oppnse the war no matter what their level of
understanding mrignt be. The coaventlion is now history, and

we miast face the proonlems created by it and avround 1t by others

at home, 4e must seek to build the strongest and broadest NCC
feasible.

(Note: Sections of this report were omitted to save time and
space. Omissions are indicated by .... The sections which
are included contain the main points of the report.)
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LOCAL DBC ACTIVITY AND VIET NAM COMMITTEES

It 1s now apparent that YSA is going to continue to push to
build its narrow, national, co-called "independent" com-
mittee. From what we can gather here in California, it looks
as 1f they are encouraging individuals to Join so as to build a
national membership organization, This is what they originally
were pushing for some months ago, However thls issue 1s raised
by ¥SA, local DBC people should be prepared to deal with it.

The following deals with problems which local DBC's may en-
counter within local Viet Nam committees after the Washington N,.C.C.

It is the feeling of the DuBois N,C.C. that these problems
best be approached by (1) pushing for the broadest possible
program within local committees; (2) urging strong support for
the National Co-ordinating Committee to End the War in Vietnam by
all local committees, and urging participation by local committees
in the programs it will help to co-ordinate; (3) avoiding, whev-
ever possible, a replay of the struggles which divided the Wash-
ington Conference by ~ - urglng, on the merits of the issues
involved, for broad programs and support of the N.C.C,

The truly independent committees, those free of any decisive
YSA influence, will probably not be affected by the negative
aspects of the Washington conference. They may, however, have
other organlzational problems which local DBC's might help them
to overcome. The DBC must have a few members actlve in every
independent committee, and must give all possible organizational
support to the activities of the local committees.

Many independent committees, in which the maJjority of the
membership has no formal political affiliation, have been
dominated in the past by YSA. This has occurred because YSA
people have been active in forming the committees, have volunteered
to do whatever work was necessary to carry out committee program,
or because they have stood for election to committee offices or
steering committee positions. The problems of working within
these committees are great, but every effort should be made to
steer these committees along lines which can allow for broad par-
ticipation by the masses of the American people who oppose the
war, It must be constantly pointed out that the war in Viet Nam
is not in the interests of the American people. Masslve opposition
to the war can bs mobilized, but this will be done by meeting
people at thelr own level and making them aware of what the war
means to them, and how it effects their lives as workers, wives,
students, tax payers, etc., and not by forcing discussions about
the war into the framework of radical politics or restrictive,
narrow slogans, If efforts are made through forced discussion
to encourage these committees to join the YSA national organ-
ization, it should be pointed out that this will cost the indep-
endent committee its representation on the existing N.C.C. nat-
ionally and locally also, if another group forms. The major
contradiction in YSA's argument for their independent national :
organization" is that the local committees by virtue of -
affiliation with 1t sacrifice the independence they now enjoy in
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the existing N,C.C. This should certalnly be~pointed out.

There do exlst a few committees which were established by YSA
as fronts, or which are dominated by YSA to such an extent to make
broad programmatic activity meaningless. If efforts to broaden the
activities of these committees fail, it may be possible for DBC
peopleto work to estaonlish another local committee independent
of YSA control. ¢+ should be noted that the N.C,C. policy en-
courages separaie committees 1n any geographical area, such as
neighborhood committees, trade union groups, groups on different
campuses, etc, To allow for anti-war activity of a broad nature
DBC may undertake the formation of new committees. Thls 1s an
action requiring much consideration, as our primary responsib-
ility 1s nct to bulld Viet Naa committees, and such an action
does not necessarily bulld the DBC, although it does gain it
good will. In several areas where YSA dominates a local commit-
tee, many people should be sought out and may aid in the forma-
tion of a new, independent committee., Care must -~ be taken not
to sacrifice growth of the local DBZ which must continue to
function as a multisissue organization., In areas which have
several local committees, YSA influence in one may be lessened by
forming area coordinating committess and attempting to
draw out groups - together for broad, area-wide activities.

In comnittees which YSA attampts to use as recrulting grounds
for its national membership organization, DBC peopla should
railse the obvious questions. What is the program of this organ-
ization? Is this organizatlon going to conduct actiyities paral-
leling those of the existing N.C,C? Few rzally independent
people will be attracted to this body if any substantive discus-
sion of 1its program, goals, etc., is conducted as recruitment
pitches are made, .

The problems railsed by YSA and the S.W.P., must be seen more as :t
an irritant than an obstacle., The fact that they a were able to .
disrupt the Washington conference was due not tu the
dubious merits of their proposals and strategems, but to the lack
of preparation of program and planning by those who are sincerely
interested 1in talking to the masses of th2 Amerlcan public aud
bullding an effective pesace movement, The thousands of sincerely
motivated people active in the peace movement will not be swayed
from their tasks by the efforts of one left group which seeks to
use the movement to build its own organization. The DBC nwust
locally work in support of the independent committees to insure
the continued growth and success of the peace movement.



Box 471
Cooper Station
New York, New York 10003

January 12, 1966

Attention NCers and Organizers:

For your information we are enclosing a transcript
from a tape of some remarks made by James P, Cannon at

an SWP meeting in Los Angeles after the Washington
anti-war convention,

Comradely,

BaTs cy M/

Betsey Barnes
Natlonal Secretary



New Yorlk, NiYs
January 25; 1966

TO _ALL LOCALS AND BRANCHES

Dear Comrades,

The enclosed transcript of Comrade Cannon's
remarks at the Los Angeles Branch Meeting was sent
earlier to MNational Committee members, but was inadvertently
left out of a branch mailing,

The tape library in Chicago will have this
speech and can £ill orders for eny branch that wants
the tape.

It should always be kept in mind that this
speech was given at a branch meeting and not intended
for use outside the Party framework of discussion.

Comradely,
Ed Shaw
ESiba Organizational Secretary



873 Broadway
New York, N,Y. 10003
December 24, 1965

FOR N,C. INFOIMATION

(The following is a transcript from tope of Comrade Cannon's re-
marks during a recent Los Angeles branch discussion of the Thanks-
giving Anti-War Convention.)

I presume the assumption is that I was only 3,000 miles
avay from Washington so I would know 21l acbout it. And that I can
give you all the dope. The fact is when the meeting occurred last
week I knew very little about the events in Washington, but just
enough from the general reports to make me curious as to what had
happened and decide to get a picture of the whole situation and
the forces at worl before coming to a conclusion about it. That's
the best way to proceed on all questions.

What happened in Washington two or three weeks ago had
to be regarded as an incident in the long-drawn-out struggle in
which we are going to participate from now on. A siruggle under
conditions of constant urgency the like of which has never before
been known by our movement or any other movement. Above all what's
rew and different and what almost everybody understands is that the
bomb hangs over the world and the war we're talking about is the
nuclear war we are trying to head off. 1It's an atomic war which
would not be just another war liize the last two world wars in which
fimerica got fat and prosperous, but o war that could very well mark
nothing less than the end of the adventure of the human race on
this plaonet,

I recall that when the formula for the production of
the li=bomb was perfected and had been tested, Einstein wrote a mem~
orandum to the President in which he said that it is now thcoreti-
cally possible to destroy all life on the planet Earth, That scemed
like o far=-fetched assumption at the time, but it has since been
repeated by practically all disinterested scientists. The movement
apainst this war ~- vhat is sometimes rather incorrectly called
the peace movement -~ which has growmn up out of this new situation
must be recognized 2lso as a new phenomenon; a new movement which
is taking forms and intensities that we have not knowm in previous
wars, I am talking now about the wer in Vietnam,

It's the first time in the knowledge of the present
generation that there has been an open, active protest movement
against a war in wortime. Prior to lorld Wer I there was a
tremendous opposition against the entry of the United States into
the war but when the shooting started the movement evaporated. There



--2--

was nothing left of it except tlie Sociclists, tha IWT ond the
Anarchists, wiio wers ferociously pergecuted ond supnressed from
the very becinning, In the Second VWorld War there wzs mo vocal
opposition at 211 except for some conscientious objectors and
our party. In the Xorean war, wiich I am sure most of you can
recall, the press of our party wos thie only press that attacked
Amerlﬂﬂ's action,

Now we have 2 very widespread and diverse protest move-
ment against the wor while it is going on. That, I say, should
be recognized as 2 new phenomenon.

Another nev thing is that the dynamic militant action,
and even the lzadership for the opposition to the present wer,
comes from tlie campus ~- primarily from students. And thet, 2
Zar 28 I Imow, is something quite new in this countxy. The
academic world n never led anytiiing of cny social consesquence in
this country before., We have not had, as the other advaonced
Western ,ountrles have had a radical a2nd socialistic student move=
ment we now sez developdseg in this country,

pacifism, The classic nac-

There is also a new type of
as vorse than uscless, was a

ifisn we know whizl: Lenin denouncel

pacifism that denounced war vntil i1t started and then rallied
around the flaz., I Zdon't know t‘ ther mMny of you prasent here
L:ave seen that choracteristic of tl.e old pacifism, as I recall it,
egpecizlly from the First YWorld Uiar. At that time there was =
tremendous movement of opposition to America's entry into the
war., So strong was the popular sentiment that Yoodrow Wilson

wag reelected to tLe Presllency primarily on the slogzn 'he

kept us out of wayr,"

[
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Mony public speakers, politicisns ond, of course,
preachers, spoke against entry into the war., I can't forget the
effect it had upon us militants. Ue thoughit we had the population
witl: us in our opposition -~ until the declaration of war, Then
everything went out of the movement ond tlie loudest pacifists
became the loudest patriots, richt cway. They sz2id you don't
figit the govermmznt when it is ot war, So thie pacifists Lad sim-
ply led the people up to the expectation of opposition and then
led th:em dowm immedicately.

We hiove o sort of pzcifism today that is still operative
after the shooting hag started., e have an active war in Vietnom,
rapidly esealating since last Februcry when tley begon bombLng
right and left, but there is still a considerable segment of
the pzcifist movement that does not cease to protesi. That's new.
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Now tl.is pmeace movement, as I have undertaken to exe~
amine it, has mony components and it behooves us as Marxzist revolu-
tionists to analyze the different segments of this movement and see
whick are uszful, vhich can be comsidered as possible cllies of
ours, and which 2re not and not to confuse the one with the other,
At first glance it is 2 very heterogeneous assortment of 211 kinds
of people, You even hove 2 few people who are part of the politiesl
cgtablisbment, such as Sencitor Movse, They are against the war in
Vietnom not by 2ny means as opponents but as advisers, on the ground
that it ig not o profitable war for the U.S. There is even, in my
orinion, 2 considerable segment of the ruling powers thct hias grave
Jcubts about the wisdom of the policy of the administrction on _
the same prounds; that it's the wrong wor in the wrong nlace. They
cre not agoinst tlie govermment or agoinst American impericlism, but
on the gcrounds of tactics, moneuver, time and circumstance, th:ey
think this is not tice way to begin a si:owdown.

Ti.en there i8 2 big assortment of others like the
SLNEites -~ is thiat the right word for them? Those who make up this
respectable body ol middle~clags people Deld the Mareh in Tashington
a fow weaks ago, They want to melie 1t clecr that they are not
agoinst the govermment and they are nmot in favor, by any means, of
ti:e revolutionary wzople of Vietnam, but would like the sovernment
to get out of the situation througl: necotictions., This implies
that Americans have 2 right to be thexe in the first rplace, and it's
just o question of Largaining back cnd forih as to how long they
stay, how much tuey Leep of that country, ond hiow much of it they
destroy.

Now I don't consider these people allies of the revolu~
tionary workers. Om the contrary, a year or so ago they conducted
an enorxmous witch-hunt in their organizotion to drive out everybody
suspectad of being reds. The Communist Party people had been
sneaking into their local assemblases cnd calling thomselves
SANEfites, a2nd 2ll ti:at was needed w2s for one Jim Crow senctor to
et up on the floor of Congress cnd denounce one of the people in
an organizing committez in New York to lust score the lights out
o< them and they started a wholesale purge of their organization,
fnd the March they held in Washincton 2 few weeks ago was a very
polite =«ffair, They had some trouble with the people wiio wanted
to carry cenuine anti-war slogzans lilie the centrzl slogon: Tring
the Troops ome Now, ond cven some who wantzed to carry the flag of
ti:e Mational Liberation Front. They werz in a2 quandary as to whether
tiey sbould 22ll the cops or counter~balance this scandalous pere
formence some other wzy. So they worked out a system of surrounding
tl.e £lags of the Notional Liberction Front with a little Americen
flag, This was to moke it clear to th:» Tresident thot they were
with him and not with the
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The Socizl Democrats and the Stzlinists are 4lso nepo-
tiators, not veal opponents of the war, There are some zndaoendents
ond these are some of the most 1mportanu peoples in the movement,
espaecially nevw young people who have never been a part of any of
the sectors of thwe trzditionz2l radiccl movement and wlo are sin-
cerely opposed to ti..e war and want to do something about it but have
not yet found cny definite political ideology. And then, of course,
you have the ravolutionary sociclists represented by ouxr party.

I tiinl: the party is proceedine corractly in its attempt
to cooperate in action with a2nybody wiho will help to malke o demone
stration 2gainst the war, vhile at tie same time mzking it clecr
they stond for certoin definite slogans wbiich reclly means opposition
to the war., EsPecially glosan which means that lLmeriza has no
right whatever in South Vietnam -~ and that is the slogon: Dring
the Troops lionme Now. In my opinion, that is the corrzct slogon,

I don't see Lwu any revolutionist could oppose it. It is a ravolue
tionary slogan. And it is the onc tlie party and the youth think

is the proper one around which to wally the reclly militant and
2arnest opposition to the continuin: war,

ight away, partly out of
time it was vralsaed by the
n Wilson sent American troops

Thic slogen appealed to me
nostalgia because this is not tihwe first
soci ligt movement in this countzy. Wie

cross the Mexizan border in tle nexiod ust before our entry into
thie First Yorld “lar, the Socialist ?arc; called on emersoency neeting
of its Notional Committze and adopted a Monifesto which bore the
title: "Withdraw the Troops,'" Tuai was the esssnce o¢ the demand
upon the govexnmeni; czat out of Merico and stay out of Mewico. That
was 2ll the situatlion called for, and it created both the basis for
orgenizing the broadest opposition of people who were really agoinst
this monstrouvs attock upon the Mexlican people and at the same time
made no concession vhatever in principle because the withdrawzl of
the troops sicnified the victory of the Mexicans.

o
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"Then we entered the Yorzan war, as far as I lmou the
only paper in the country that come out with a forthrisi:t dentmcize
tion of the war and ¢ demand which incorporated all thot was neces-
sary from a rovo1utionary point of wview, was our paper tle Militamt,
I was appointed ay the P,C. to write on Open Letter to thie President
and the members of Congress. And this letter contained the demand:
"2ring the ‘merican soldiers out of Xoxez and let tl:e Xorean people
alone to settle their own affalrs.” It never sntered onybody'e head
go far as I know or hieard, to suzcest th:aat this was noi fully adeguate
"s an expression of our support to ti.e Xorean people 2nd our op-

sosition to our owvm government.,

So I think tliat slocon whicli our comrades Liave settled

e A0 AN i . . iR . a0 ... i
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on cs the centicl, notivating cgent for the brilding of 2 genuine
anti-wor movenent, stonds vp boti: historizally and Zor thie needs

of the present day. I Jom't fhinm: ticot's the purpose of the poli-
ticzl elements In tl.2 so-czlled poace movement beside ovrszlves

and some of tl.e poclifists ond Indapendents. As for z8 I con neke

out Loth by »ogt eszperience 2nd preegent operations, the Ctalinisgts:
and ti2 Cocizl Iemocrais are »nrimarily concerned with geaxing the
so=cclled pacce movement toward the reavt election campaion for
“secce' condidates, and pecze condllotes con be any kind of political
feker who will goy he ig in faovor of negotlatlons while the twvoops '
cxe still tlhere ond still bombling the peogle., It's en Inmportont
Juestion vhether tiwey will be able to tole ti:ls inchoate and
tnclearly Jdefined seace movement Jowm tie bLlind alley of coalition
wolitics or wi:ether 2 Dig section of ti.c movement will zespond to

5 different slozon ond o difierent linz of actionm.

I wes greatly impressad by the reports tlat we zot irom
ti.e asivington conference., I am not specking now of ti:2 lizxel: organs
lzed Ly SANE but o the conference czlled by the Natlonal Coordinc-
ting Committee, witl: delegotes from vorious elements of thie peacze
novement., I wos Inmpressed by the feeling that tiiis woe a new
politiccl exparience for tie younger gemeration of revolutiomists.
Tuis is the first time tl:ey have ucd o serious confrontation with
noliticzl opponents on 2 national sezlz, This marks tiwe emergence
of our small porty from previouc isolcozion toward tlie cemter of
tiiat radicaliem there is in the country. It is the first opportunity

tl.ey have Lad to learn at first Lond what it means to deal with

political onponents vwho ara presuncbly all cvnited in tiie some wonder-
fvl coup -~ vnity, 2osl:, it's wonderful -~ Lut in actuality have
entirely differcnt objectives. They learned Low to handle them-

‘selves when tliey meet these opponents at close range., That I con-
gider = sreat viztory for our young comradeg, They were an active

nort in the prermarations of this sothiering ond thiey particinated in
it 28 revolutionists. And they lecrned something that couvld not be
lzarned fully ovt of books. Some thilngs l:ave to be leximed in
experience, altliovgh: the Dooks L:2lp to prepare for them,

I recall talking with Trotsky -- on 2 delegcotion that
went to see L:iim in 1238 in preparation for the Founding Conference
of the Fourth: International == about the experience we lad ‘iust
£inighed in the Cloclolist Party. ‘e vers drawing the bzlance slizet
on wiat had Leen ach:lieved oxr not achileved, and he wanted 2 very full.
cnd detailed repoxt., I resall hils remcxking tiet he wzg well pleased
ritl: the practiscl results; vith: tle zvecrults, the fact that we had
ept our owm ioxces Intact ond hod goined sone new forces. And
L2 said, ti:e princinal gain is tl.d ewperismnce. Those who have
been through this superience of o direct confrontation with centrists
tmd right-iring eocizlistd, have acquired gouething that commot be -
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lost. That is necessary for the full development of a revolutionary
political leadership.

I think that is the big goin out of the Washington, Con~
ference. And cven nistakes that could have been made or defeats
suffered can be turned to good account if it's all understood and
ass

As to what really happened in Washington, we had con-
flicting reports. At first I was surprised to hear our delegate
cone back and say we had done very well there. Then I heard other
reports, some comrades thought a terrible mistcke had been.made and
a catastirophe had overtaken us because we had run head-on into a
battle with the majority of the stecring committee and others tyere.
So I thought the best thing I could do was to try to f£ind out what
iiad happened.

I read in my attempt to inform myself about all aspects
of the event. I studied the National Guardian. I studied th?
121litant, the People''s World and the New Republic. I heard the
reports of Comrade Derrcl and I read the account of the Conference in
this llewsletter of the Hational Caucus for the organization of in-
dopendent committees united on the slogon of withdraw the troops
nov. And I also read == you don't !mnow how thorough I am when I am
looking for information 2s to who veally hid the body -- I even read
the circular letter distributed by o vnited combination of two people

here, the Spartacist and the Wolforihites and the Phillips tract.

I cven read a couple of copies of the Bulletin of the Fourth Inter-
national printed by o couple of other people in New York. And every=-
thing I read cxcept the Militant seemed to point directly at the
Trotshkyites in Uazshington as the people who had committed the crime.
And I was just about to say it looks lilze o perfect case =~ because
it was so unanimous ~- until I remembered that I am a Pexry ilason
fan end that I have often noticed the one who is accused of the
civime turns out to be innocent, and the dirty dog wiio did the job
fixed things so that he could clear himself and tkrow the suspicion
on an innocent man,

‘ The minute I read the Guardian -~ being a politician ~--
and Imowing what the Guardian is and how it has been evolving, I said,
that's a poisonously slanted article, 1It's aimed with deadly malice
o compromise what they call =-- quoting others -~ the 'Trotskyite
splitters.’” That put me on guard. Then I later got hold of the
People's World, published up here in San Francisco, and I vead their
account; how everybody was for unity except some disgruntled and
disruptive minority that they didn't cven dignify by naming. The
Guardian did; they said we had been denounced as “Trotskyite splitters.
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The People’s Uorld informed me that Dave Dellinger
and Professor Staughton Lynd of Liberation magazine worked with
Commtnist Porty delegete Arnold Joimson and Irving Beinin of
the Lower East Side llobilization Zor Peace Action, and many others
to £ind a common ground for agrcement. NHow the minute I saw just
that paragraph infoiming me that Arnold Johnson was working dovm
thiere, and that he was backed up by Deinin, I knew there was sone-
thing crooked going on. DBecause I know who Johnson is; he's the
organization secretary of the Stalinist party. I know vho Beinin
is. le's the ex~Cochranite who has been making a profession of
baiting Trotskyisn ever since he got kicked out of the party twelve
years ago. I know that he's identified not merely with the Guordian
but with the right-wing group vhich has recently conducted the
si7ing of the Guardiaon to the right,
WS
Another report I got/of a meeting down in llouston, Texas,
ch one of our comrades by accident attended, He told me they '
received before the conference o letter from the SDS office in

So out of all this a clearer picture cmerged., And if
: wgg_ﬁrggiticizc our comrades who were in charge of the fight in
TLoRTREtddH, it would perhaps be for a Scult that is hard to avoid
in the absence of experience of tiis sort, wt is, the under-
estimation of political opponents; an assunption that everything is
coing to be on the level, which is o very bad assumption when you
Lave Stalinists and Social Democrzis to deal with. They may pos-

1

sibly have been caught by surprisc.

I didn't doubt for one minute cbout the ombush being
prepared after I heard that several weelis before the conference vas
teld the Daily Worker and the People's World suddenly began to pro-
mote the conference in high gear. I lnow what that mecns. I don't
have the slightest doubt that they stacked the comvention with
every kind of delegate f#iom every kind of paper orgamization they
could mobilize. I don't doubt that they stacked the steering com-
nittee, that they rigged the zcgenda, in such a way that the dele-
gotes of many independent committces and our ovn people ran into
a prepared £ight iIn vhich there was room for everything cicept the
onc thing they were most interested in. That was promoting the
raal slogen of the anti-war movement, ‘'Bring the Troops liome Now."
And of the right and necessity of the independent committees
organized under that slogan te unite themselves nationally.

Jur operations and thosc of the caucus were called
a ''splitting move." If you examine the evidence of that convention
it's the most fantastic accusation imaginable. Splitting whatl?
Zvery tendency represented in that convention had its notional or-
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_ganization. There were the DuBois Clubs, S.D.S., Uomen's Strike
for Peace, the Committce for Non-Violent Action, the Communist
Party and many others. But the independent committees who have
adopted the central slogan which tests whether you are really scr-
ious about opposing Zmerican imperialism, the war, or not, that is
the withdrawal of the trcops, were denied the right to organize
themselves., There was no provision on the agenda or any of the
workshops to even discuss that question and take it to a vote.

I'11l admit my ignorance -- I aslked what is this lational
Coordinating Cormittee anyhow? TFiom the reporis we got about splits,
splits, splits I thought maybe there was a national orgenization
that we were breaking up. It's not & national organization at all.
It's just what its name says: it's a national coordinating committee.
And vhere did it come from? Where was it elected? It wasn't elec-
ted anyvhesre, It's a self-appointed committee constituted in
Washington a few months ago at the Conference of Unwepresented
People. It has headquerters in Wisconsin, and it has as its presi-
dent or chairman a mon named Emspacic,

Mow that rang a bell for me. I have heard that name be-
fore. It isn't the same Emspack I am told. He's the son, and from
all accounitsg, a chip off the old bloek., Emspach was a Stalinist
hack; he wvas the secretary of the United Electrical Workers Union,
Emspack was the central figure in 1941, when we came to open warfare
in ilinneapolis in the split withh Tobin, who blocked the issuance of
2 CIO charter to the iinneapolis Local of the Teamsters who wanted
to join the CIO, But the charter was issued to us ~- not by the
CI0 == thove it was blocked by Imepacl:. There's your Stalinist
hacks...tt was issued by District 5C of the United Mineworliers Union.
3o in order to get into the CID in the heyday of the Stalinists,
the Teamsters had to join the Miners.

All this aroused the natural suspicion that proved to
be a reality; that the NCC is in fact stacked and rigged and con-
trolled by Stalinists, and it's not an organization. It's a com-
mittee, an unelected committee. “'s noi like a union or a political
party or a cooperative or fraternal order; it's just what its name
says == a coordinating committee to coordinate the activities of
other organizations in the peace movement., And all tendencies have
the right to have their own national organization. But the inde-
pendent committees to end the war in Vietnam, who adopted the
fighting slogan, Bring the Troops llome Now, when they ask to have
a gethering to discuss the proposcl that they should oirgonize them-
selves nationally, they were denounced as “snlitters.’

Well, I thin* <hat ic ~~rnked. I thin: the slogar of
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Bring the Troops illome How is an absolutely correct slogan, the one
upon which you can oiganize an anti-war movement that really means
business. Anybody wlio will not adopt that slogan isn't really
fighting the war. DBecouse 1f you agree to leave the American
troops there, with all their equipment, there is never going to be
any peace or independence #or the Vietnamese people.

I thinli our comrades were correct to adopt that slogan
and their militancy at the conference and their refusal to be
bluffed or bulldozed is quite admirzh e. All the more so that they
were perhaps taken by surprise and hadn't had previous expericnce
with what the peridy of Stclinism and the Social Democracy is
really like, I will grarantee you Lhat they will ncver be taken
by surprise again.

These are permanent asseis which speak well for the
future. Whether some error or misstep of a tactical character was
nade in the heat of the fight I would not be competent to judge
at this distance, BDut cven so, tactical mistakes or setbacks or
defeats can be corrected as long as the principal line is coirect
and as long as we don't get stubborn, vhen we do make a mistale,
trying to rectify it by doing the same thing over again.

(]

Nothing definite as far as I Imow was settled at this
conicrence. Mo policy was adopted; no slogan was approved or re-
jected, They just met; thcy tall:od == ond attaciied the Trotshyites
-- and the only motiion of any conscquence that was passed that I
could discern from what I studied, was to call some new dcmonstra=
tions in March ond to support the demonstrations in the South in
February. I presume we will participate in that.

Quwe

Ilo formal orgunwzatlon wvas constituted. So how can
you split the ICC? It's only a coordinating committee. And not
only was it not elected when first comstituted, it was not cven
clected at this conference. It's rigged and stacked with represen-
tatives of god-unow“-wnat kind of crganizations. With a Stalinist
at the head of it. And anybody that will put any confidence in
the fairness and justice of revolutionary militancy of such a2 com-
nittee has my sympa thy. He badly needs attention ~-- and not the
kind I can give, because I am not what they call a head-shrinker.

No definite program. Anybody that's for peace is en-

titled to be represented on the Committec. No formal organization;
all the local orgenizations have their own autonomy. o clected
national officers. Just a National Coordinating Commiitee. I

wouldn't worry about accusations on trying to spllt that outfit --
because our people didn't split. The cccusation is false. They .
stayed in the convention to the end, and they openly anmnounced they
were organizing o caucus of people wio stood for the idea and the
slogen: Bring the Troops Home How. A4nd the right of these inde-
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pendent comnittees operating under this slogan to form a national
ovganization of thweir own and to affiliate to the NCC like the
other national organizaiions, such as the Women's Strike for Peace
and others.

How, I read the first llewsletter and thought it was well
urititen, very intelligent and aan honest report of the convention.
Their proposals scemed sound to me from a revolutionary point of
view, It remains to be seen vhether they will be successful in their
cndeavor to cieate a national orgenization of independent committees
on this slogen, or whether they U111 receive a setback. EIExperience
wﬁll tell us. Dut if there is a setback or defeat I thinlt our com-

ades will 'mow how to recuperate from it and plan othexr tactics.
Ikculcs can be ﬂaanged £ you've got the right line and imow how to
be a little flezible in you tactics, you're not easily destroyed,

The vhole anti-war movement is, as I see it, at a very

cl stage, because the war is cscalating. 10 moire the war

cs the more pressure will be brought upon the movement to con-
form. The weallings and thie negotiatoirs and all the others will

talk in softer and softer voices until vou can't even Liear them
whisper any more. And the militants will get hardened and they'll
get new recruits because every time the woxrd gets out of another
soldier killed there is his family and friends who hear about it.
And the public opposition to the s:nseless slavghter will grow up and
there will be new recruits., And the end of the movement, as far as

I can see it, can only be toward more militancy and more assertion
of the types showm by our caucus and our associates in Washington.
ind they will then have to seriously lool: from the ccmpus where

hings started to the sources of power of the social stryggle --
cmong the less privileged workers in the first place and cventually
toward the organized vorkers.

And out of that I think we zan see the beginnings of a
nev radical movement which r11"ﬂs great perspectives of world-
nistorical significance for America, the most backward of countries
in all things that concein culture, intelligence and socicl aware-
ness. That American finally is producing a revolutionary and
radical grouping on the campuses of this country. From the begin-
ning of the socialici movement we have understood, and our fathers
before ws, that the power that can change society is the working
class. But we uvnderstood also that from other classes could come
vhat the Communist llanifesto calls elements of enlightenment ond
progress.

e should not forget thet Marxm and Engels began as
students. We shouldn't forget thct llar: and Engels and Lenin and
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Trotsky -=- and practically all the lcaders of the Russian Revolu-
tion -~ began as students in the collezes. And it really almost
takes your breath awcy =-=- the prospect that we may be on the verge
of a period vihen a mew clite is taliing shape among thie student
bodies across this vast country. They will find their way to
collaboration with the working class in this country and bring
witu them the benefits of their talents and education. They.

will contribute newv thinkers, new writers, new orators, and

now agitators who Imow how to identify thenmselves with the working
class movement. I think we will not neglect that field and I
think that ve have made a good start already with the organization
and development of our Young Socialist Alliance.:

I thinl: that the ecxperience in Washington -- regordless
of what mistalies in tactics here and there might have been made --
has to be regerded cs a great achievement for our movenent.

R . N
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NEG Minutes ~ January 23, 1966 No. 8

Present: NEC: Mary-Alice, Dan, Betsey, John, Daniels,
Melissa, Doug, Jack

NC ALT: Caroline, Dick, Roland
chairmah : Jack

Agenda: 1, National Office
2. YS
3. Subscription Drive
. Bloomington Defense
5. Antiwar Work
6. Convention

1. National Office ~ Betsey

a. Report read from Lew on the first leg of his tour.
Audiences have been very good and at each step compliments
on the Newsletter have been made to Lew by non-members.

b. 'NC_ALT Ray W. has been dropped from membership
for non-payment of dues, -

c. Letter from Rob1n~M.'asking about requirements:
for voting on convention resolutions and delegates. .
Betsey to write Robin explaining the constitutional re- .
quirements., '

Motion: To approve the report,

Motion Passed

2. ¥S - Mary-~Alice

The YS willl be stapled on Monday and Tuesday and
malled out on Wednesday and Thursday.

3. Subscription Brive - Dan

Since the final Militant . scoreboard the total num-
ber of combined subscriptions collected has risen to 1582.‘

Motion: To approve the report.-

Discussion: PManiels, Jack, Dan, Daniels

Motipn Passed

4.,  Bloomington Defense ~ Daniels

Report ori defense work.,

Discﬁésionztbén,'Daniels,-Jack, Daniels




5. Antiwar Work - Jack

Report on the Milwaukee Standing Committee Meeting
and the meeting of the caucus and general report on anti-
war work,

Motion: To approve the report.
Discussion: Melissa, Jack, Mellssa, Jack, Betsey,

Jack, Danlels, Jack, Dan, Doug, Jack, Mellssa, Jack, Mary-
Alice, Dan, jack, Betsey, Dan, Caroline

Motion Passed

6. Convention - Jack

a. Negro Struggle: It 1s proposed that we do not
have a liné 1380licI<n on the Negro Struggle at the coming
conventicn. Our last two resolutions are a sufficient
general guide ror our work at this conJunciure, We will
try to organize a panel discussion obh the Negro Struggle.

Motion: To handle any conjunctural questions on the
Negro Struggle in the Political Resolution or report.

Discusslion: Melissa, Jack, Danilels, Jack, John, Jack,
Betseyv

Motion Passed

b. Constitution: Extensive discussion on the
draft Constitutilon. ‘

Motion: To approve the draft Constitution,
Motion Passed

c, Antiwar Movement Resolution: Presentation by

Doug and extensive discussion on the antiwar movement
resolution.

Motion: To approve the general line of the Antiwar
Movement Resolution.

Motion Passed.
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The Standing Committee of the National Coordinating
Committee to End the War in Vietnam met on January 8§-9 in
Milwaukee, The purpose of this meeting was to take up the
unresolved problems of the Thanksgiving Convention, Three
major issues which were implicit at the Thanksgiving Convention
came into the open at Milwaukee.

First, there was a discussion on political perspectives for
the NCC, The Stalinists and other coalitionists presented
arguments for supporting political candidates who oppose the war
in Vietnam, They argued that supporting such candidates would
help in building a mass movement and would influence the ''status
people,' This was an undisguised presentation of coalition
politics which helped open the eyes of people in Milwaukee to
some of the basic roots of the fight in Washington. Although
there was no vote taken or resolution passed on this subject
by the meeting, the discussion helped to expose the political
character of the people who opposed us, This was certainly a
step forward from the confusion generated by our opponents at
the Washington Convention.

Second, debate occurred around the question of whether or
not the NCC Standing Committee should issue a press release ex-
posing Johnson's 'peace offensive" and calling for immediate
withdrawal, Arguments were presented on both sides and a vote
was taken of individual delegates present, The motion to issue
a press release including a call for immediate withdrawal passed
19 to 18, This result was overturned by the use of proxy and
weighted votes indicating to everyone present that the Stalinists
had assured themselves a mechanical majority in the Standing
Committee as they had at the Convention., Jerry Rubin and Jack
Weinberg from the Berkeley VDC supported immediate withdrawal,
Since the Milwaukee meeting the Berkeley VDC has gone on record
in support of immediate withdrawal, The Berkeley and Chicago
delegations voted with us on most major points., This had all
been preceded by a fight against the legitimacy of proxies led
by the Berkeley delegation and a fight for the right to elect
chairman of sessions led by us,

Third, the meeting discussed the organizational character
of the NCC, The basic question here was who would control the
apparatus of the NCC? The fact of the domination of the Madison
office by the Stalinists was raised openly by non CPers like
Rubin and Beinin, (Beinin diplomatically said Madison was
"dominated politically by a DuBois Club-like tendency even if
there is no organized BuBais Club there.')
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The Rubin proposal which called for a dynamic national
organization based on the CEWV's and centered in Chicago was
postponed for further consideration and discussion. It will be
brought up again at a Standing Committee meeting in April., This
proposal would place control in the hands of either himself or
other independents,

In a partial compromise Jack Weinberg agreed to go to
lMadison for several weeks to ''see whether we can accomplish
anything'' and help out, The net result was that the apparatus
of the HCC remains in the hands of Frank Emspak and continues
to be dominated by the Stalinists.

A general feature of the entire meeting was the realignment
of many of the '"independent' leaders like Rubin and Weinbeig
as well as people like Irving Beinin, Their bloc with the
Stalinists against us at the Theanksgiving convention had dis-
integrated and many of them found themselves voting with us
against the Stalinists. A most remarkable revelation was made
by a Stalinist from a midwestein state who publicly denounced
Rubin and Weinbers for splitting away £from the convention bloc
against the "Trotskyites,"

Caucus ieceting

Members of the Caucus to Constitute a National Organization
of Independent Anti-Vietnam War Cormittees for the Withdrawal of
U.S. Troops llow held a meeting following the Standing Cormittee
meeting,

he first order of business was to change their name to
supporters of the Bring The Troops liome llow Newsletter,

Secondly it was decided to change the three-man steering
committee formed in Washington into a five~-man editorial board
composed of people who live in Boston, This will facilitate
making editorial decisions in the Newsletter office. Gus
llorowitz was chosen to be editoix of the Newsleiter,

It was agreed that the Hewsletter office would issue
pamphlets and buttons as well as put out a call for the ilarch
25 and 20 International Days Of Protest., The first button is
ready and will be mailed out this week; others are on the

rawing board, A pamphlet on irmediate withdrawal vs,., negotia-
tions is written and will be out soon. The meeting also .
encouraged supporters of the llewsletter to go into new areas and
organize CEWV's and recruit Newsletter supporters. The decision
was made to encourage both local organizations and individuals
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to formally become llewsletter supporters,

The failure of the NCC Standing Committee to create a
dynamic center based on the independent CEWV's means that the
Newsletter will become very important as a national center of
militant anti-war activity, The supporters of the Newslettex
will be getting their CEWV's to look more and more to the
Newsletter for information about and coordination of anti-war
actions,

There has been a downturn in anti-war activity since the
Thanksgiving Convention and many of the CEWV's are less active,
This decline is due in part to the failure of the Thanksgiving
Convention to inspire the anti-war activists and in part due to
the confusion and pressures generated .by Johnson's current
‘'peace offensive,'" However, it would be a mistake for us to
believe that this lull is permanent. The continued escalation
of the war insures an objective base for the movement and its
resurgence., When the next upturn comes it will be around the
CEWV's and local united fronts which are the primary vehicles
of anti-war opposition, It will go through them because they
are the existing formations which have demonstrated in practice
that they can mobilize thousands.

The task of Newsletter supporters is to get as many
committees as possible to support the Heysletter while reaching
out and helping to build new cormittees.

There is currently a division within the DuBois Club over
the question of immediate withdrawal vs., negotiations. We should
make contact and discuss with as many DuBois Club members as
possible, We must get the Newsletter, the YSA Vietnam pamphlet
and the Newsletter pamphlet on withdrawal to them. We should
talk with them and find out what they are thinking,

The division goes right into their top leadership, There
were many DuDois Club members present in Milwaukee but none as
voting representatives from CEWV's,

January 22, 1960



NEC Minutes - January 4, 1966 - No., 7

Present: NEC: Doug, Melissa, John, Daniels, Betsey, Dan,
Mary-Alice, Ralph
NEC Excused: Jack
NC: Lew
NC ALT: Roland, Dick, Carolilne

Chairman: Mary-Alice

Agenda: 1, National Otflce Feport
2, Subscription Drive
3. YOUNG SOCIALIST
4, Anti-war Movement

1. National Office Report - Betsey

Announcement that we have moved into a larger national office-
in the same bullding on a different floor,

2., Subscription Drive - Dan

We now have 1355 subscriptions in, At this point it looks
as though we will not make our goal, but may come falrly close.

Motion: To approve the report.

Motlon Passed

3. YOUNG SOCIALIST - Mary-Alice

We hope to have the ¥YS out by the middle of the month, We
were unable to get the Tranian interview and have substituted
a sectlon from a speech by Fidel relating to self-determination,
Motion: To approve the report.

Discussion: Ralph, Mary-Alice, Betsey, Melissa, Betsey

Moticn Passed

4, Anti-war Muvement Report - Doug

Report on the NCC meeting in Milwaukee and current activities
of the Caucus.

Motion: To approve the report
Discussion: Dick, Doug, Dick, Doug, John, Dan, Dick, John,

Dan, Doug, John, Doug, Betsey, Dan, Betsey, John,
Doug, Betsey

Motion Passed
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SUMMARY OF W .E .B., DUBOiS CLUBS NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE
MEETING held in Philadelphia December 2-4, 1965

The main points of the agenda are listed belnw with a brief notat-
ion of conclusions and/or decisions reached, and, in some instances,
a brief resume of discussion. 1In several areas, separate documents
are belng issued by the National Executive which will develop

these points in detail,

I. DISCUSSION OF THE CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL COORDINATING
COMMITTEE TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM (NCCTEWVN) See the DBC Report
on NCCTEWVN Convention for full analysis.

II. PEACE

A. ON CALLING FOR NEGOTIATIONS

After a six-hour discussion on whether or not our demands

concerning the war in Vietnam should include a call for negotiations
to implement the Geneva Accords and end the war, differences of
opinion s:t11l existed, Those who argued for the negotiations
demand (a majority of the NCC) contended that 1; This war like
any other must end at the negotiations table, 2) To oppose this
demand 1s actually to oppose the one reallistic means of encding the
war, 3) A call for negotiations to implement the Geneva Accords
can counter LBJ's misuse of the slogan of negotiations in his
effort to confuse the American people 4) A call for negotiations
is a demand to which the American people will be receptive and is
one around which Americans can be mobilized.

Those who argued against a call for negotiations contended that
1) As a socialist organization we have a certain responsibility
to the world sociallist movement, and to the NLF which is a part
of that movement, and that we have no right to call for negotiations
when the NLF has not done so. 2) By calling for negotiations, we
are compromising ourselves and playing into LBJ's hands by
aading to the confusion of the American people about the compli-
cated 1ssue of negotiations.

At the end of this discussion, a majority of the NCC accepted
the following as our demands concerning the war 1in Vietnam:

"IN ORDER TO END UNITED STATES AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM, THE W.E.B.
DUBOIS CLUBS OF AMERICA DEMANDS:

1) Immediate cessation of bombing in North and South Vietnam

2) Recognition of the National Liberation Front

3) Negotiations to honor and implement the 1964 Geneva Accords
hf Withdrawal of all United States and allied troops.”

B. ASSISTANCE FOR THE NCCTEWVN

Frank Emspak, National Chairman of NCCTEWVN, made a series of
requests which the DBC NCC will attempt to fulfill. These include
send.ng the NCCTEWVN our international contacts list and our na-
tional key contact list, and attempting to supply a fulltime staff
person, for the NCCTEWVN. Further, ALL LOCAL CLUBS SHOULD SEND
ALL REPORTS ON PEACE ACTIVITY TO THE NCCTEWVN AS WELL AS TO THE
DBC NATIONAL OFFICE. We urge maxium support for the NCCTEWVN,
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C .DRAFT PROGRAM (See our pamphlet on the DBC Draft Program)

It was generally agreed that our draft program should have sec-
ondary emphasis to our maln peace effort which is directed at
Ending the War in Vietnam. To implement our draft program, we
adopted the following measures:

1) Accepted the anti-draft petition, accompanied with a cover let-
ter (See at end of NCC Summary)

2) The National Executive shall prepare a series of leaflets aimed
at different sections of the American people and illustrating how
the war in Vietnam works against their self-interest.

3; A Speakers Bureau on the War in Vietnam shall be organized

4) The DBCshall initlate an international youbh and student
petition against the war

5) The National Executive shall prepare a prospectus assisting
local clubs in raising the peace issue in conjunction with the
1966 elections.

D. EVERY LOCAL CLUB SHOULD ELECT A PEACE COORDINATOR WHO WILL
COMMUNICATE REGULARLY WITH NATIONAL PEACE COORDINATOR MIKE MYERSON,

E. DEC, 20 DEMONSTRATIONS

We agreed wherever possible to support with educationals the
hemispheric demonstrations on December 20 commemorating the found-
ing of the NLF and opposing the war.,

III. ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOR YOUTH

This section of our NCC was of utmost importance. SEE SEPARATE
DOCUMENT ON ECONOMIC PROGRAM FOR ANALYSIS  AND PROGRAMATIC
SUGGESTIONS, including a National Youth Plenk for the War on Pov-
erty.

Iv, SUMMER PROJECT
Again people from more developed areas will be recruited to work
on concentrated summer organizing projects. Cities definitely
selected (with number of full-time workers needed) include: CHICAGC
%O peopli) CLEVELAND (6 people) DETROIT ( 7 people) PHILADELPHIA
people)., :
K final decision on a project in MEMPHIS (with 10 people) will
be reached at our next NCC after our Southern Coordinator Phil Davis
has made an assessment from his upcoming southern tour,
The programatic basls of our summer project will be our
Economic Program with the issue of Vietnam being raised in rela-
tionship to the War on Poverty (Make Jobs Not War, ete.)
Other citles to be considered for summer projects if funds amud
personnel are available include Baltimore, Pittsburg, Washington,
St. Louis and Hazard, Ky. Two persons are needed to work with

Carl Braden on the staff of h the SOUTHERN PATRIOT and two others -

will work with the TENNESSEE FREE LABOR UNION, Persons interested
in any of these projects should contact the National Office at
once.

V. NATIONAL ACTION

Projected was a March on Washington for Jobs to climax the
summer project, and to be held on August 28 (a Sunday, the anniver-
sary of the 1963 March for Jobs and Freedom) or Labor Day (Mon-
day, September 5). Many 1deas were raised, including a mass
meeting to discuss the Youth Plank for the War on Poverty, a



conference to draft such a plank, torchlight parade, etc. A dis-
cussion paper on the prooosed Natlional Actlion will be sent to lo-
cal clubs shortly. It was felt that this action could 1) be the
next step for the Movement, which must be to link the issues of
foreign and domestic policy 2) be a vehicle of expression for the
community people who will be working with us in the summer pro-
Ject (the people who must be mobilized to force an end to LBJ's
war in Vietnam) 3) provide an excellent tool for organizing and/
or building NHuBois Clubs this spring and summer, OBVIOUSLY THIS
PROJECT IS IN TIE EARLIEST TENTATIVE STAGE AND YOUR IDEAS AND
OPINIONS ARE URGENTLY NEEDED AND REQUESTED,

VI. PUBLICATIONS

A, INSURGENT

It was generzlly agreed that while the last issue of INSURGENT
was the best one yet produced, that the magazine snould more
consciously aim itself at the great majority cf - working
class and stucent youth who are not yet actively committed to
the left and that

B, DIMENSIONS

wili aim at activist and left yourh, and wlll aim 2t becoming
a Journal of the Movement. DIMENSIONS will be published January 15.

C. SPUR

In addition to belng an organizational communications bulletin,
SPUR should reflect the political discussions 1inside the Natlonal
Executive, and can reprint other position papers. ALL THREE
PUBLICATIONS ARE NOW LARGELY WRITTEN BY PERSONS IN THE NATIONAL
OFFICE, AND IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT CRITICISMS, SUGGESTIONS FOR
ARTICLES, MANUSCRIPTS, ETC, BE FORTHCOMING FROM OTHER AREAS. Each
¢lub should appoint a Publications Chairman, who will communicate
reguiarly with Jim Peake and Celia Rosebury.

VII. EDUCATION .

Sylabi} will be forthcoming on the Power Structure, on Negro
History, on the Civil Right Movement, on Labor History, and on the
Working Class. Each club should appuint an Education Chairman
(in addition to Chairman for Peace, Publications and Fund-Raising)
who should communicate with the National Education Sec-
vetary, Dynamite Hallinan, immedlately.

VIII. FINANCES

We have already incurred a debt of slightly less than $1000
since the Chicago Labor Day conference. " Beslde that debht,
if we are to carry out the plan for a convention in June, a sum-
mer project, and a natlonal action, we obviously must raise more
funds than we have in the past. Several suggestlons wer=s made,

IX, MOVING THE NATIONAL OFFICE

The National Office will be mcved to Chicago by June 1. The
NATICNAL CONVENTION of tne DuBols Clubs will be held on the third
or fourth weekend in June in Chicago.
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X. THE NEXT NATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING willl be on
the last weeirend in February (25-27) in Chicago. Final decisions
on moving the National Office, the Convention, and the Summer
Project will be made 2t that meeting, as well as a decislon and
planning on the National Actionmn.

I THINK IT WAS GENERALLY AGFEED BY ALL WHO ATTENDED THIS NCC THAT
IT WAS VERY ENCOURAGING AND EXCITING. THIS WAS BECAUSE WE COULD
SEE DUBOIS CLUBS POLICY AND PROGRAM ARE REALLY BECINNING

TO DEVELOP. « FULLER PREPARATION BY ALL MEMBERS OF THE NCC
(WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE) CAN
INSURE AN EVEN MORE PRODUCTIVE CONFERENCE IN CHICAGO IN FEBRUARY.

Hugh Fowler, National Chairman
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-
REPORT OF THE DUBOIS CLUBS ORGANIZATIONAL SECRETARY, Terence Hallirna

In the process of growing up any organization goes through a
number of s*tages., Unless 1t 1s able to master each of them and
move on to the next level, it willl cease growing and eventually
begin to wither away,

The DuBois Clubs has reached such a plateau,We have mastered
the stage of 1nitiating chapters. Now unless we are able to
consolidate those chapters and develop a long-range perspective
fcr our organization, than we shall suffer the fate of so many
other shortlived groups of the past.

The first step in this direction 1s tc formalize ovr organ-
izetion. At the Chicago Conference it ves recommended that
membership cards be printed by the National Office. Thils has
been done ard such cazrds are now available. According to the
proposal, Jocal clubs are to urdertake a widespread sale of
these cards, the only criterion for mrembership being a willingness
to pay the required fee. In this manner, we can find out exactly
how many members we have and who they are and can begin building
a mass membership orgenization. Once five membership cards from
any chapter have been recelved hy the National Office a charter
will be sent to that club., Where no chapter is operating, people
can still joln as independent indivicduals. '

By using four cards, one of which 1s to be retained by the
applicant with the others going to the local, regional and Nat-
ional offices, we hope to teing giving structure to the organ-
ization at several levels. Area committees should be established
in the maJor population centers to direct the grcwth ard activity
of clubs in that area. It was recommended at the last NCC that
club chairman serve on these committees. The regional offices
must being beccming more than Just a roving cocrdinator. Regional
coordinators should tegin to corcentrate on one or two ma jor
centers in their area and estarlish a reglonal office in
cne city. The area end reglonal corferences scheduled for the
Christmes and Easter holidays must be taken seriously and carried
out with a maximum of advenced preparation.

One thing =~ which became clear during the cdiscussion cf
structure at the NCC is that we have seriously overextended cur-
selves. The tremendcus growth we have experienced tnls first
year has bzen almost purely a horizcntal one. Ve have not rezally
reached new people and have not begun to tap the messes of
American youth. The potentials for organlizing chapters have
been so grzcat that there has bzen a tendency to set up
chapters throughout an area without building any strong center,

. Similarly, within the big citles chapters have reen splintered into
a nuncer of small localized grcups which are lncapable of
develioplng or carrying out program, Although much of this has

been motivated by ths werthy desire of reaching more,

and particularly workling class, ycung people it has had the
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opposite effect. The truth i1s that such people are reached by
what you are doing, rather than by setting up little chapters in
thelr neighborhoods. When at least one chapter 1is operating
really effectively in each area then you will get the kind of
spontaneous growth needed to build the DuBols Clubs into a
mass organization,

We must begin to consolidate chapters and to concentrate our

efforts, even at the cost of some local clubs and individuals.
Experience has shown us that in order for a DuBols Club chapter
to operate effectively 1t should have at least 50

members., It 1s then possible to set up committees 1n several
special interest fields. Each of these committees should develo)
and organize activity in thelr respective areas, checking

back with the executive only for approval and to gain the par-
ticipation of other members., The president's Jjob will then consi.
of supervising the work of these committees, paying speclal
attention to those that are having problems,

While our organization places 1its principal stress on
the act’on aspects of our program, work must also be carried
on in the eduvcational and social fields. Unless fhere 1s an
educational . program that can develop the people con-
tacted on the basis of your activity ( and remember it is
exactly when the club is operating most successfully that 1t 18
going to attract pz20ople who are not sociallsts) and a social
program to mske it enjoyable to remain in the club the chaptet
will become one-sided and cease to function effectively,

The key to mastering this new stage we are entering is pro-
gram, But program cannot be developed without organization.
The National Office 1s beginning to turn out materials which
can help local chapters galn direction and sustailn activity.
But, this 1s a twc-way street. To develop really meaningful
program on 2 naticnal level we must learn about the experilences
of ~ different areas and the results of attempts to put
the program aeveloped into practice, This means communications
must be strengthened and that someone in each chapter must
accept the responsibility for steady communicatlon with the
National Office.

We are today 1in a posltion to become the most important
organiration in the Movement. because we are develonirg the

prograr: that everyone «lse 1s . looking for. But,this
willl nect happen by itself. It will only happen 1f pennle i
thls organization zre willing to get out and fight to see

that 1t aoes, Anc¢ they can only do that if they have an efrfective
structured and operating organization behind them.



CORY COPRPY COPRY

REPORT ON THE CONVENTION OF THE NATIONAL COQORDINATING COMMITTEE
TO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM (In Washington, D,.c. from Nov. 25-23,1965)

From the National Executive of the W, E.B. DuBois Clubs of America

Most of this report will necessarily focus on the scruggle over
structure which dominated the entire conlerence. This struggle
reflected the attempt that was made by a miuority faction around
¥SA to withdraw the more than one hundred indepencdent Viet Nam
committees out of a broad Natloral Coordinatiing Committee where
each committee retains full autonumy and equal voting repren-~
tation. and to reorganize the independent committees into a nar-
row, self-isolating organization. It is important that this

dlscussion be prefaced and framed by a brief analysis of
the forces represented at this meetinug and the trend they rep-
resent 1in the American peace movement.

oo 00

The reasons glven by the minority faction for the need for a dif-
ferent type of organlzation seemed valld to many delegates at
first in that they reflected legitimate ccrcerns of many indep-
endent groups. It was argued that the National Coordinating
Committee wes dominated by national crganlizations; that a single
independent Viet Nam committee cculd have ro real say in policy-
making. Therefore, it wes proposed that a separate organization
be established which could express the feelings of local committees,
which would be completely dominated by them, and which could meet
their needs. This would te a membership organization which

would be organized at the convention.

At the same time, the minority factior sald they wanted a National
Coordinatinrg Committee -- an umbrella crganization for the peace
movement which would coordinate activity for the entire movemert,
This Commrittee would 1include every organization from SANE and

Turn Toward Peace to the YSA, and would include the new organiza-
tion of independents as a membter.

In fact, the claim that the NCC was dominated by national organiza-
tions was untrue, 68 out of 73 steering committees seats were
controlled by independent committees, There were 5 votes for
national organizatiors, while the independents had 68, Tuerefore,
national domination could not be the real issue,

Likewise, the charge that independent committees were denied a
volice in polilicy mating was not valld., As the JCC was structured
originally, each local committee had an equal voice in policy
making, one vote, the same as any other local or national
organlizatlion. And yet, they were permitted the greatest degree
of independence to protest the war ir whatever way they thought
best, considering local conditions, etc.

In actuality, the proposed new organization did away with the
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indzpendence of the local comnittees -« they would now be part

of a national organiza*ion, bound by a common set of principles,
with policy being determined not by local groups but by a national
leadershlpy, What was actually happening was that an attempt was
being made to consolidate the new anti-war movements around a
single, left political trend. What was actually beilng proposed
was no2t an organization of the independents, but only of a small
number of indepcndent commlttees; not mecsting the need of co-
ordinating activity between a variety of different kinds of
independent groupings. but splitting the more radical independent:=
away from the others. Wihat would have emerged wonld have been a
left sectarian organization that would have 1solated the new rad: -
cal forces in the peace movement, rather than allowing them

to work more closely with the whole peace movement in finding
new ways to reach the American people.

The proposed new organization contained in its statement

of purpose two political recuirements: 1) U.S, aggression
deprives the Vietnamese people of their right to self determination.
2) A demand for immediate withdrawal now!

The majority of independents at the convention, even though they
agreed with the statements, did not feel their commitfees could
operate successfully around those principles,

What 1s really needed Xs an NCC which could service all Viet Nam
committees, no matter what thelr level or approach to the war. As
it was ( and 1s) structured, it can provide forms for the broad,
as well as the radical, sections of the peace movement and can
find ways in which they can work together.,

Though early in the convention i1t became clear to us that the
minority faction was using the question of structure to promote
divisive maneuvers, we did rot want to be drawn into the position
of onening a factional fight by publicly exposing them, Our
intention was to speak with the irdependents about the problem, to
participate in the workshops fully emphasizling programatic devel-
opment, and attempt to aid others in defining ' and resolving the
problem, Unfortunately we were hamstrung by a paucity
of concrete proposals. To accomplish this we called a series of
DBC caucuses for local and national members and other interested
individuals. These caucuses were a great aid in providing clarity
and direction for those who participated. Though these were of
great beneflt and did much to improve our relations with key
people they were gquickly thrown together, informally structured,
and the leadership was little better prepared to help than the
membership. The full effects of the caucusec were rot felt
because the DBC members did not take the caucus discussions out

of the caucuses to the independents in the convention. While the
leadershin could have spoken out more in the sessions, the mem-
bership could have played a better role ir bringing clarity and
understanding to the independents who in ihe - main were confused
and demoralized by the tactics of the minority faction.
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The sigriificance of the convention is that the dominant forces in
the radical secticn of the peace movement became more convinced of
the need for unity and breadth in the peace movzment with strong
opposition to the trend toward isolation., Thils was a move in the
opposite direction, toward finding the means to work with all
those forces who oppose the war no matter what their level of
understanding mignt be, The conventlon 1is now history, and

we must face the prooblems created by it and avound 1t by others

?t homg. Ne must seek to build the strongest and broadest NCC
easible.

(Note: Sections of this report were omitted to save time and
space, Omissions are indlcated by .... The sections which
are included contain the main points of the report.)
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LOCAL DBC ACTIVITY AND VIET NAM COMMITTEES

It 1s now apparent that YSA 1s going to continue to push to
build its narrow, national, co-called "independent" com-
mittee., From what we can gather here in California, it looks
as if they are encouraging individuals to Jjoin so as to build a
national membership organization, This is what they originally
were pushing for some months ago. However this 1ssue is raised
by ¥SA, local DBC people should be prepared to deal with it,.

The following deals with problems which local DBC's may en-
counter within local Viet Nam committees after the Washington N.C.C,

It 1s the feeling of the DuBois N,.C.C., that these problems
best be approached by (1) pushing for the broadest possible
program within local committees; (2) urging strong support for
the National Co-ordinating Committee to End the War in Vietnam by
all local committees, and urging participation by local committees
in the programs it will help to co-ordinate; (3) avoiding, whev~
ever possible, a replay of the struggles which divided the Wash-
ington Conference by o urging, on the merits of the issues
involved, for broad programs and support of the N.C.C.

The truly independent committees, those free of any decisive
¥SA influence, will probably not be affected by the negative
aspects of the Washington conference. They may, however, have
other organizational problems which local DBC's might help them
to overcome. The DBC must have a few members active in every
independent committee, and must give all possible organizational
support to the activities of the local committees.

Many 1independent committees, in which the majority of the
membership has no formal politlcal affiliation, have been
dominated in the past by YSA. This has occurred because YSA
people have been active in forming the committees, have volunteered
to do whatever work was necessary to carry out committee program,
or because they have stood for election to committee offlices or
steering committee positions. Tne problems of working within
these committees are great, but every effort should be made to
steer these committees along lines which can allow for broad par-
ticipation by the masses of the American people who oppose the
war, It must be constantly pointed out that the war in Viet Nam
is not in the interests of the American people. Massive opposition
to the war can be mobilized, but this will be done by meeting
people at their own level and making them aware of what the war
means to them, and how it effects their lives as workers, wives,
students, tax payers, etc., and not by forcing discussions about
the war into the framework of radical politics or restrictive,
narrow slogans. If efforts are made through forced discussion
to encourage these commlittees to join the YSA national organ-
ization, it should be polnted out that this will cost the indep-
endent committee its representation on the existing N.C.C. nat-
ionally and locally also, 1f another group forms. The maJjor
contradiction in YSA's argument for thelr independent natlonal
organization" is that the local committees by virtue of -
affiliation with 1t sacrifice the 1lndependence they now enjoy in
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the exlisting N.C.C. Thls should certalnly be pointed out.

There do exlst a few commlittees which wers established by YSA
as fronts, or which are dominated by YSA to such an extent to make
broad programmatic activity meaningless. If efforts to broaden the
activities of these committees fail, it may be wnossible for DBC -
peopleto wirk to estaplish another local commlttee independent
of YSA control. * should be noted that the N,.C.C. policy en-
courages separate committees in any geographical area, such as
neighborhood committees, trade union groups, groups on different
campuses, ete, To allow for anti-war activity of a broad nature
DBC may undertake the formation of new committees. This 1s an
action requiring much consideration, as our primary responsib-
11ity is nct to build vViet gNa.a committees, and such an action
does not necessarily bulld the DBC, although 1t does gain it
good willl, In several areas where YSA dominates a local conmit-
tee, many people should be sought out and may aid in the forma-
tion of a new, independent committee. Care must - be takzn not
to sacrifice growth of the local DBZ whizh must continue to
function as a8 multisissue organization. In areas which have
several local committees, YSA influence in one may be lessened by
forming area coordinating committess and attempting to
draw out groups together for broad, area-wide activities,

In comnittees which YSA att=mpts to use as recruiting grounds
for 1ts national membership organization, DBC peopl:e should
ralse “the obvious questions. What is the program of this organ-
lzation? 1Is thils organization going to conduct actiyities paral-
leling those >f the existing N.C.C? Few rzally ind=pendent
people will be attracted to this body if any substantive discus-
silon of 1ts program, goals, etc., 1s conducted as recruitment
pltches are rade., .

The problems raised by YSA and the S.W.P, must be seen more as .
an irritant than an obstacle, The fact that tney a were able to .
disrupt the Washington conference was due not tu the
dubious merits of their proposals and strategems, but to the lack
of preparation of program and planming by those who are sincerely
interested in talking to the masses of th2 American public aud
bullding an effective pesace movewment. The thousands of sincerely
motivated people active in the peace movement will not be swayed
from their tasks by the efforts of one left group which seeks to
use “he movement to builld its own organization. The DBC nus<t
locally work in support of the independent cormittees to insure
the continued growth and success of the peace movement.





