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v Tac prascat -
T documazt, hovorer pursues no mere iafirmaticasl conde;y it is a0t irpturded to sud-
'; Btih..a for a hisisery, avczerly secaking, of our zovemezt. IS does aix to axtrac
- frem tkre record ¢f t.‘a oortyts Listory stmez of ths esscutial and huigaly illuwsirot-
). ~ ing 'oolitical lossons wihich our oresing si.,uzzt‘cn dictates rust be drawn if we are-----
" to prograss alorg rev ol_u..;:._:;;_nfj lines, T

To draw togotler vhat sec::
prop'.r place sc that az ot

Tropasols, aveats, prezress, rotraads, of overy siaze of thc developzont o: tha -
.roveaent; 10 corpare what wos prodicted wish whot Timelly tesk ::L_.ce, wrat was
a:loptcd with want rosulss it yiclied, wint was provoscd witih wiat the situsticn
gaowed wns regnired; te trnco a cumdiice tod sitmatisn dncic Lo ite causcsy to test
& zug idsns o tac Veuchstine of sroctiss - ..‘:...s arv olc-
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erly Gischarged waithout o simole workizn- kmowledze of $xe fac':s. "Lies, ru:.or az
! goasin arec as misicadinz a factor in castizz wp o poiitieal Vnlanca shaalt as Io..=ﬂd
T -chects would b in cacting up o benit balemce. And whal 2 onss of polisical forzed
- ~caccas are rfloat i.. cur prrtyl  Ome has suly to 20 4hrough 02 csuntry axd discuss
-~ TTour pelitical Drovla =it aa av era=¢ grouy o3 cﬂ-'*:d:,s, vs ve overwhilnied oy -the -
" liz'\tio* tart a prer.zq*_::'.site for tis f.ﬁr..-.“ w-o 538 o nur mevemcat is the o -
1 ""'cl\,ar ostablisimont of trose facts of pardy tistory wioich wrs nscossory for thof <77 -
: 'bmg...c» shost, that acccunting, that rcjcr‘-; of Sve\"""d.s--l’) Tilel the mombersiiin - -
. ans the rigat and daty t¢ demand of the leaders ot the couing n .tm".a" conventica., 7
.- "A revolutiocnary orgazizati ).A, wrcte Trotsiy on Feoruar:; 17, 1631, i :tis o
coznents on the crisis In She German Laft Opisciticz, M"selcets and educates zen - —:-
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et Yo is fighiting, if he is copedle sf resistancs, ate."

. Our n-rtr is o4 yresamt in a crisis. It car exs e from it hoaldzicr ond
strouger tion ovar crxly if the anturce and cease of the erisis is undersiszzd. T
‘;slitlcall" orizitive nmizi, shellsw or ensircls c..,‘", ir txe sallisting dille-~
Semte Tac debddles in reveiviismary zolitics sa Hizlay end rioti-ss with a dis-

.
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J couregod sigh ca Tuesday, can see cnly tho fact that "tke leadors ers squaddlizg
-azaic®, Truax, fer exazple, 8 former mamber of our Natismal Csmmitteo, who rojre-
( .gcata the Tirst typo raoferred to, resigns-from tho party becsuss, s writes, saore
-§g -%t00 cuch factionalisz" in it. Iz tho big political disputes agitating tha
marty, all he caa see ig "factionaiisz". o .

.

© Mis docuzont is not addrcssed to dilletantes, dabblers and dlatherskites.
‘It ‘is meant for tho scricus reveluticaisis ir tho pocty, bsth Yadvanccd! and'vocix-
.gard". It is —cont above all to the zilitaat, owlaodge-immgry youth ¢f cur move-
meat. In a scasc it is dedicatsd to thea. In the strictest mcaning of tha word
- -tkey are tho hoje of tomerrow. The devastation of tzc Sialinist ond social dois- -
eratic partics hes virtvally wiped cut the bulk of the wor and tost-wor geaaraticn,
Jusy as tus conmmist movercnt was built, betwecn 1914 and 1919, primerily o fie
young generation, so the movement “or tnc Foursi Iatermational zust draw =Sst of
- d%s trocps froin the young gozoration of today, those not yot corrupted by tkz
" wirus of political cdecay. . ' .

But precisoly because of that, the youth must be trzined in the spirit of
yevoluiionary larxisz, of princinled pelitics. Through its blocdstrean must run a
powerful resistany %0 the poiscn of cliligque politics, of subjectiviem, of nersonal
rasbinationism, of intriz:ue, of gossip. It must learn t0 cut tlrouzh all super-

. ficialities and reach cown to the essence of every problem. It mmust learn to
€hink politically, to te guided exclusively by political considerations, to arzue
. out prodlems wita themselvas and with otllers on the tasir of principles and to act
. always frecm motives of principle. Aad in order Lo think ané act correctly, t-
youth (the adults as welll) rmst always have the facts befora them; and if they

40 not have them, they rast demarnd thaca. ’ ' :

- This documont, ‘herefore, pursucs & purcly political aim. I

, : f the rcader
- - grows imoesticct at this or that poin% with tho multitude of deotail, e will have -

0 boar in mind that we dssirc to prosont a8ll tho facts that ave a bearing on
thosc questicns in distute wnich hava engendercd our prescat party crisis. o
ars loatho to loave anyonc a roasczadble besis for arguing tns4 wWo have nogle
{ to reply to ozme or anotier zoiat or to ilwrsw light on one or another dark co¢
‘ Wo ar: cxperieacizg, in our opinioz, a crisis of growth. ‘Yo are exporicncing

-ty

.. —_ That Zinoviev once pitzily described as the "ovirtipangs of a cominist party'.
‘ In tho fisld of obstairics as well as ia the ficld of polisics, thcso virtirorss
- _—_. -paa be moderated, -zd fimally elimizatod gntirely, not by on azeiourish aﬁprcac‘a,
:no% By a futile wrirnzing cf hands end waining ard whizperizg, not by praydr, tut
by increasing our fuad of kxmovledso. - . '
In the prosent cnse, this docunmint aims to ‘contrast twe main lings of thov: it -
Tepd action: tho ling of rcoveluticaary lorxien politics -- primcipled politics, o
which make nossitle a consistent, firm oud progressive courss; and cn tia other
sidc, porsonal cezbinaticnisz, cliguisz ond unorineinled pelitics, waich coz ©ro-
duce only aa incoasistont, weak-imceed and essenticnlly rcactica~ry course. Tho
first 38 tho line for 7aizh our greur ans Jougkt, first in thc Communist League
of A=merice and for the past yeor im the Workers Party of tac U.S. Tie sacond is
the coztrivution mede by ths Abora-weber group. ' .

Mha contrast can be made only o7 prescntinzz ihe two lines, by descripin: thox
X = ) J 1bsc - 1]
( by recoriing rhat cach of iica lookcd like im thcory amd sracsiss nt oach stt. of
our dovalonzent, by chceking fhoa with tho reszlis thoy yiclicd I~ oricr -
- Do K -'w cepn  Meoadeed ik ule aa 1 P -a VR A R e raos R
th3 conirost may bo serugptlously cxact, ve-have srefirred Lo urasscent net morilr”
car opizicus, but izdispuiatlo factzal matiriel: zinulcs, couvention recoris,
- taeoses, rosolutions, moticas, stat:imints, lotiirs, cte. Witlou sac:, no otlic-

tive judgmoat of tic porty situstion is possidle. The worik of air coming conven-
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..on oarly "mass influcnec". The main work of thc Loague was

—3- . . :
. . q
gion, whick has the task of mekirg just such a Judzmeat, will, we hope, be facili- ‘\ )
tated by this compilatica. _ \
Now York, Jamuary 20, 1936. : VAX SHACHTHAN

S . owo LLES L TR FUSIGH S e =

The Workors Party has its roots in the two groups thot camc togethier to found
it in Decembor 1934, the Comminist Leazue of Azerica and the American VWorkers
Party. If we deal, at least at the outsetl, prinarily with the fornmer, it is rot
out of narrow patriotism for the orzanization to whick maay of us oxzce belonzed,
but for these reasons: firsily, bdecause an account of what occurred within the Cla,
especially in the last year of its existence, is indispezsatie to an urderstanding
and 11lustraticn of *he political course Of our group; azd secordly, tecausc the
jnterral struggle of the sane pericd in the (LA is, in aay casc, reproduced on a
more extensive scalo in the WP today. . _ ‘ i

The CLA was built up iz tho coursc of e protracted strugzle for the primeiples
of revolutionary Marxiem. Occurring as it &id in tke face not only of tre most
violent opposition of ihe vowerfully organized Stalizist apzaratus, vat of a
gorics of discourazing dofcnts of +he proloitariat oz a world scele, axd in a
period of gocial ani pelisicel rcaction, this strurgle necessarily linitoed the
scope of tho Lonzue's extansion and influence. Taderstariing ¢
strvgsle, the leaders iz of the Loaguc set itselfl firoly cseins

ho

rne ncture of this

t eay illusions of
ccnceived to o of a

propagandistic mature: tho proseatation ~nd developza f tko idcas of ihe Inter-

noticnal Left Cppositiénm, end tke formaticn of a sclid caéro of revolutiocisis- = -

capable of dsfcnding theso idceas. .

o O

In this respeet tae CLA vas fer from uzigue in e history of the movement.

It vos mercly pessing throush the first of what oy, rouckly socaxing, do callcd

i
tho thros stoszs of tias evolution of tho rovolutionary organizatilsni &0 spozania
greup thicn conceantratos on rardeninz the initiel cedrcs on thc basis of clearly
deofined principles; tac: o more active group o Loe pricess ¢f itrozsition to a
P P ’ & &
mess movement, thich concontrates on preseonting 1S Torzzrly clabdorated principles
to tho masses iz tzo fora of oritational, dery-ts-dny slosans, dat waich is not vet
= v J =

strong ecouza £0 step very for pevord the boundorics of iltorsry axmdooral agito-
tiong finally, the lerger movezent, wnich not only calis 1432l a party vub whica
can discrarge $ae respomsibdilities incuzbent upst oz organization claiming 9 do-
fond tho deily as well as the aistoricel intorosts of tie ezrcletariad, whkich caa

b
v
actually sct masscs into motion -~ ia otker vords, & varty of actvioa.

The objectively umwarranted attompt dy mmerdus wiscacres who rofused 0 unlor-
gtand tnis process of cevolutica, and whs pursusd "ine zasscs" witisut "wasting - -
-

ViamTia

3 px b - - ', -y 3 ande 3 -
- gimo" on forginmz tu2 insirumont -- cadrcs — wilthout wiicn sysicmniilc rovaluiicanr

- Ve [PPRepvA R AR
vork-in tho class strugzle is izcsucoivatlo, always amled egitier in opporiuism or -
adventurism., Tne chicof protezgemists of suel alicopis in shis cowniry, VWeisoord ezl -
Ficld, cnded w, es is ko, withouwd Heneg wori! and without cadres. These fuori-

oas critics of cur "secsaricniszM Finishod wits the xost oiscreble anl sterilc of - -
ell sects. ' o

Theo positionz 9f txc CLA wos comslicrtcd, zsrioover, by its position os o inc-
tiorn of tho Tairs Imsarzmsaticzal, soorasicg outzilo of 14 Like its oreonamndistic
positina in gemornl, tihis was not o matfor 9% cnsice, out a conditis: dictrted Ty
~ sorics of otjaetive circumstances, primnry nuing walca was e foct tant the
Cozintern hol no% ed exinustel its Dpossidilitics os o rovolnticnrry Horxion =™ © 0 -
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. up, and thc rond tek:an towards eun iadésendent movement for uow partics and a new

[ ]
y

' . 1 ]
-organization, and thn~t it was Lpossidble to estadlish, a prisri, vhetuor or not 34

Intorantionel Loeft Coposition) wore confrentad with tho impoeraztive nesd of makisz
- - - D

-need of ~ dow Intcormntional nnd now prrtiscs and thsir nctunl osicblisizicnt. 15 fos
—-not oxouzh to proclaim thc nmedd of tho now party, nor oven to rocognizs tie gap ro-
forred to. The esscnes of the provlem wos: how, in cack country, to bridze tris FNats)

. da ths briefest pocsidle time allowed oy the conerete coniitions provailizs iz 4ho s
-—land and the relationship of forces iz the working cless and revolutionary sovezaents. 1

- t20 key to our protle=. 3Bal iz no case is this Zoy clroaiy cozolasaly grocvel for

of builling tho rovolutioanry porty, alas! tiorc is =0 sizpla, univorsal, rigit-fo-- - §

ously corzosced. Thc Commmni b M-nil.sto was writicn as 42 nrogrem of tho(nsn-
axistent) Intor-atiomal Cozzmist Fersor, bus it vas-coagellel to set dovm lifferont
tactical epsroachas tc the nrotlen of creatin this sordy in the various countrioc:
-3 rovolutlon~ry- Zozcerats, milizrmnt nnsicunlists, tra'c w=ionists, socinl raferi-
ists, etc. The Thirl Imterzntisarl, whic: z=~zized $ho sceon ntitoiat te form tao
Intorm~tiza~l Cormmuiist Porsy, cmois irnds Bein: ~fior tic RAussiam rovolubicn, wiich
g~vo 1t incolenlatle aiventoscs over 14s predec:issor. Yot oven its tas: was 22
easy o2, Anl its fevelcpment was far frozn unifors. I8 i safficioent $5 entico
the foct that from Cotobur-llewomdor 1914, ~hen tiic neol for 4ac Thir! Ist_r=asion-
vas first preeloimel, ua=til the farmal fous inz of sho Inmécraaticrnal in ldnrex 1€1
four onl a 217 yoers clapscl. Ani evan thoe, at thc firss snoress, S Intormss

i

- . L ) Coe \ ) 4
. - . .
. - , i <
R .

could ba trovgat baci to thoe rond of preletoricn intoranticanlism oy a cochizntizo
of our work aad tig nressurc of ovents thomsalves. -- o T e

With the accession to power of ths EZitlerites, and the unanimous. endorsement
by the Comintern secticns of the treacierous capitulation of the Stalinists in
Garmany, the Internmaticnal Left Opvccition voted to cut lcose from tha Taird Inter-
national. Thke slcgan was issued: Build she Fourth Internationall 3uild new comm-
nist parties in every comiry! Thils dacision could net but have profound offects
on every scctisn of ths Left Opsositioa movemont, and, inm tura, upoa the rovolu-
tionary movomznt in gencral. I

“In ovory country, at lcast in tho important onos, thc sactions of the ILO

a docisive turn: Tao rolc of a faczticn of thu Taird Interzations) hed %0 ba eives
~

‘- .

Interaationnl. A tromezdous aistorical task oy its vory antare, it could nzithacr

ba decrocd nor cccemplished overaignt. ETverywhaors, the INC ontored a tronsitisw=nl
. = -

.stege, batwaen o propegandist grous (a foetion) ~nd an indepondeont mass orgatize-

tion (a party). This stnzo was ropresimtod by tho inturval batwoon proslaimins i,

258 venD

That is to say, th

2 of 422 meed of the nmew pariy ro-
lated esscntially to the

i

S

ouncral cekiovloedsmiong

casczs for its formotion; it vwes not yot sufiicicat os
tho instruncat for forzing it. Tho instramcnt was (on2 is) she strategy ozl tae-
tics that must bo apulicd in cach specific country-in-ordor %o arrive ia the wift-
¢st and solideost znunzor ot tae gocl. o

Gy ("
)

In arriving ot itk

~ ratozy rnd tactics to
for attair.i::;: cur or ey IR

co omployced in the Uzitel Sin

&S
v
£08 « feryunate in Loving of our comnnnd tho rich trensune
trove of cxpericace of the rovolutionary movanmias for decades back. We inventel =3
row acthod, decause nond vas 2e0edad. Ve 343 not nave to wonder aznd-fu=blo, se

Voo

vo ware proviied oy Yrrxisa (i.e., b tho Sistilletics of livinzg cxpericzce) wiik

B - -y

ovory sltuation, 2ovelution~ry politicionsg ~- 1ire loclssmitiig -- st tore sha
broad, blanlz oy whicl is zlrealy gemzcrally ouslinel by Marxisz onl adjust it %o
the grooves of tihw cinercte situation; othurwise thiz loor to the problom will =ot
yiocld to our cofforts. '

i

-

—d s

- - In ad’itiox to wantin, to duill som:tliing, ome must !movw.kow. A2d in 4hc coso

Tula. The First Iatersa~iional, for coample, tas wnovezly 2evelspel anl heotarogone-




-¢ial socicl democroey. In Chiza, by the direct tran

hos er wicerieinly ond heziton

‘forth in the programmoatic mn

\
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tional was litile more tzan a name and an idea outside of Russig.“” .

The parties themselves were built differently in different couctries. In Stai-
with the revolutionary sy=dicalists and the younz sociaiists. In Gercar 7, by a fu
gion of the tiny Ccmrunisy Pariy witk the larze Left wing of tas I:ae“e*ae .t Social
Democracy. In Ernzlani Dy a merger of four gozrunist groups (plus ore sccialist tex-
perance socicty). 1In Irrance and the Unitei States, by winning the majority of tte
of ficial Socizlist party. In Italy Dy breaizing off a 1ncr1ty of tke official-
socialist party, and tzen by fusinz this minority witnh a subsaquent co::mnxst
majority of the same s, In Jo:way. by tns direct “'liat*on t5 tre CI of the
fodorated Lacor party. Ia Czecnoslovokia by the affiliction en dloc of t“e offi-
forcotion of a propazaondist
grovp of students cad intcllactucls into a proletarian communist party.

"'

i3 "‘: [

1d be n% universal formle, oprlic: dle everywhors
ascurziely, if there was 2 universcl formla, it -
zroups of commmnists mast convert themselves into
2z to their side the 2ilitont workers who aro moving,
+ o first, in the same geacral dircction.

In a word, %ther: was and ccu
and urzdar all ccaditisas, ﬁore
was this: tac small propngandis

rass cormunist cortizs oy winni:
;
ry

(1"

In the work of Dbuilding sho Armericon section of the Fourth Intcrnational, tho
lcadorship of ikhe CLA dorived its "aatiozmal" lime frem tha interaantional line.  Six
yoars of intonsive essimilation of the ideas of proletoria: interaationalisn es sot
. nnd defended in tre strugzles of the ILC (now
tae ICL) kod propared tho CLA %0 cct autemaiicelly in thot spirit. Tke interna-_
tional line was dictntcd t6 us by a universal tura Irom propaganda greups or sicts
to the mass “ovcnsnt. to tho mooses, toweras the rormation of izdependont partics
jnterratiomils.  In this sease, the turn of the ICL was basically en zntcrn:::;“,

turn. (Only becaase it has eatered intce cur currcnt jorgoa shall wo spoax nened-
J’

¢t '-‘

Q9
+ ¥

4
o &

forth of & "French surn! t53; in essence, it is really a misnomer, xor the inctic
_azployed by the Trezch Bilshevik-Loninisis wos merely an apl l*c~,;-n, ic tﬁefzuzd
of conercte Froneh politicel rialitics, of the interzation 2 tura $ro = progazoaniisy

Py

faction to indopcudent party.)

or in cacr couairy, bocauszs the rilation

. Becauso cerditions dirff : ousxhip of ferces
is diffsroat, tho tactical line that must Do artalied to reacn tha zocl of tho now
Intcrnaticnel and z—ow partics rmxst also, of necessivy, differ. At tiis point, onc.
con esteblisn tne Giffcoronce dotmocn the scciarian idenlist ana tre active, orxiaz
matarialist. Trne former procccds from an idoa, rigidly cunceiveld o=d unadjustovle
to eonerete mabtorial malisies., Vnerever the latter foll : cinfurs $0 his precon-
ceived idea, ne turas nis back coatermiutusly and anzrily upon them ood euters o
world of fantasy which corresgsnds % 2is idezc. Tant is why secétorianisn moans

“isclaticsn, unrcality. I Varxian materialisi not only dorives nis iicas from tke
~atorial aud eonerate raality, but bases nis activities uwiin it, :ni, toazing thing
as they actually nre, slunges into the living world in orler t3 szave it into "wiat
it ghould ba". IF <o Marxicn philssosior must not <aly iztoercrot ko world, ow
also chango it, it is nccessary, in ordasr to accoisiish trho letter, to anurcacih it

5

first as it is in roelity, cad 2ot as if it was 2lraady Muwaad
1 ]

*

™

it showld v", as if
it was already chozgod.

That is why the Morxists in overy scction of the ICL azplicd the intornaticznzl
sarn eoncretely, i.o., in Aiffcrezt woys in coch cowntry, Jiffcrizng in accorioane?
~.tn the roaliiics of sic orzonized social aad political lifc of trhe worxing cla
r=d yot were adle %5 ondsrse cach otliir's tactice witziuk, oy thel icct, revealinz
ony <ifference in prineiple or stratcgy. In France, the tactic uscd 2 cearry sat
t:e intornatiomal turs carrisd tho 3olshovik-Leninists iz%o o sectizm of the Scetii
Interaational. I Englond, it =nde thez a facticn of o Centrist party affilintis
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",an indcponiont rav41uu1 wnry Morxian narty the Fourth Intormnticaal., -

g : ' ] .
. i

-with.nons of the Internationsls. In BEollaad, it carrial them to a fusisn with o
-1aftuard moving centrist orzonizaticn -~ tLo 0.5.P. =-- fer t32 purpasc of forzing
I: Au:ﬁrﬂ-
lia, it carricld them to their Jlx-trn:sfonaaticn into o3 indopandent Hnriy -- ng
4t aid ia 04113 end -slsewerc. Ia othoer countries, the international turn did aet
(nor, g1ven the ccncrete conditions, could it as yet) chanze the organizationsl
position of the section of *he ICL‘ Videly thouzh the tactics differed in eaen

~country, the CLA leadership and mezcersaip was avle to support them all, with under-

Ve as

v,sﬁanainQ «nd entmmusiasm, becouse there was no coxflict. in the various tactics

-suad 80 fhr us 1nte111 2at linrxists were concerned.

-In carrying out tiis internationezl tura froa o faction to an independent pnrt:-,

-ths -ICL underzont on ocate crisis.® Thris crisis hes more ‘tran a purcly "nzstorzcal""
_(sigrixic““ce, becouse at bottom the problems involwved are idontic~l with those

.nhich undcrlie the proscnt situation innithe ﬂor“—rs Porty.

At overy 4tura in rorli politics, cspccially when it is an asrupt tura, the
olutionwry Sovaonmeat oxzarisncss a crisis of groatoer or lesser acutoiacss. It
nay ba characterized »s tno cricis engenderid by the nced of adaptation to tne aow

»‘situnticn or tho aew rseguircments. In this period, two currents-tend to crysinl-

lize in tho wovcaent. Cue, represented by ths consorvative,. scctorirn clamang,
,clinos to the yestorday, vhich the nuw situntlion has rondercd obsolate. Tac othcr,

tao progressive cl¢:3nt. brings cver into the tomorrow oalr that part of yestorday
vhich fits thc zow situntion., In a szall pronaganda group, 2 soct (bo it in thuc

_host or uhc worst ssasc of th: torm), thc crisis seams 40 assune particularly ~cuts

COA88

it sto*ls a firz cndrc. But inevitabdly, scma, instcad of beeoming steclog —- thnt
13, firm tul flexitle -- buccmu notrificd crnd arc uwanble to beni to the reoguire-
.monts of ta: aov situation. Therzin lay tne esscnee of taz c*isis of the. ICL,-— -
.anicn procacpd rl;ts in a pumder ox its sﬂctxocs. .

.fonms. no grovp is rigidly iraincd, aand tidc is its zroat posit ivs side boccus

. Politics tnd the clrss sitrug vle are nrrd taskrmks ers. They cormand ~nd we
st “Jump.  Else we romain markiag time, on cae spot, rmd the livinz movement
lonves us tohing. ne grioup, iustond ol contribdbuting its *rainei cndris 4o the
living moviment, be
9301», it -‘y b» s

c Vadw
L 2rrs of traizirz the enéras, prozarsd the CLa for
ien %o a party. Bub it world bo dlinducss to dony thai, ir
t
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of %tk CLA ~- iis isolrtion froa hcalthf™il centaz: misn

T8 a noavy reritace. Ivs lenlorliiv was composel not of
Mgroup 32 cvl‘“ th‘o: "uerty people?, founders and orilders of the Commmunist toris

i“ tiis eountry and aven of thc rovolutisarry wovenent tofore it.  They &id uot
choove“ toe group oxistence; it was f"rccu "non thom. Thcy could tot arditrarily
or artificiolly o:;a; cut or -thie circle oxisicnce whcnaver ticy wantcd to (ns

,ﬂeisbor' ond Picll tricd to Jo witlh suckh atal rosulis). Thoy had to il for o

-ty
proper mozang ani thc promiticus sitvation. Tho iztirzationnl turn of ths ICL ©
29 indiention that sl zoment -ad the situnt*o“ kad arrived '

Vaew

’Hct tbo ICL blo“,, to Do surs. Tha dohaclo iz Gorminar 1oft 1o saction of e
1~bor *ovcnynt wicentitod.  IF 1% neccssitnted the tra of the IGL waich tlcrovsen
producel a2 crisis in its ronzs, it shoild zmot So forgotten st it ~lso nrelucod
tie complete upssoiing of tha "Miirl Perisit “%1’csoc.y iz the Tairl Internntion-l
aid $ho 5till for-from-onici comvulsions in tho Scednd Iatormesional. Too CPLY,
fur exa:ple, also folt its oifcets, for whnt Lonjendd in Gerioniy ~al svdscou.zily
procipit-tcl tihc zevement for a 2ow vorty in tho reizg of blis scmi-traca wnln,

- saui-political orzonization ~ul lod $T th. Tormatiscs oF tha Ascricas Wertors v
in Pittsburchr i Tecandor 1933, cn ovest of sizmnl ,rOQrcqsxve irszortonmes. Im il
C3LA (1943~ lzce) $n2 cficsts or Slic wwarl? erisis izn 4o lotor sovenant monifostaol
tlemselves i1 an nlooct cxelisively progressive Az nealtly —onner.

5 a raacticnary Cb°t°c1~ to prolctaricn srogries. Ch the -

‘e
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But it cannot te uzderscored sufficiently: the whele history of the lator ~rve-
meat reveals an iron law cperatizg in Yhs evolution cf suck groups. Under cortain
condificns, they -- and they alcae -- pley o consistontly progressive role. Urder
otaer coaditions, they m2¥ be converted inte nc;r corosite and olay a reacticarry
role. Under the now conditions of the siruggle, the CLA lcederskip (Canror, Shacht-

" pan, Swapock), in harzony with the decisive cl»m.nts 1n tne ICL, deoclarcds If wo
do not briakx out of our sectarien, proragandistic exist:zeco, we are dooxedl Tris
forrmls o repua 24 and repentad until it decame sars of u“O living consciousncss.
of the bulk of tho CLA mezbership =2nd t“us propared them for the big stop forward
that hed to be taxen. _

This indispu‘tblc formla encountered, however, not a little resistence. Voo
who bad stocd firmly by the principles and orzonization of cur movezeat for years,
rosisting succossfully every effort t5 dilute tham in an opportutisiic sense, un-

- disturted by the superficial criticas of our intrensiseant and stubbora adnerence
to fundsmental princinle (which they orroacously lﬂcvllud sactarianisaf), were
suddenly, but not vneipectedly, confrorted dy ccmrales wzd had gotten a ruch of ..
orgcaizaticnel paitriotisz to the head ~- 24 the trons *Hﬂ, in tre vrong vlnce,

-t

end in thu TTong way. wWiat? We are doow»d you say? M"Cannon andéd Sihachtzon znve
no faith in the CLA" -- "The CLa is not just 2 'rucleus' of th2 new party" —- MThe
CLA is rot a swam) or a scet" -- WShoy are preparing to liquidatc us iato sozme coro-
trist morass or other" -- ané rcore of ths samo.

Yet our fermula rezaized indismutoble. A propezanda group which, when the -

situation dcemands o turn to the masscs, doos not make tnis turn, and make it roso- T

luteoly and &ocisively, is doczmed to nicpeless sceinrinsnism ond §.L.P.isa ia vorions
degrecs of Ilisintozratien.  Wilmess Lluklicr in Frozce, Weisdord in thie Unised
States —- to go no further back into the nistory of *he revolutionary sovencats.
The idea that undier such conditions tho nicnace of disiatezratioz can be shoutcd

. cway by patriotic Ceclamntions or decreed avay by laow, is infantila. That-such
infeatile idecas actually oxisted in tke CLL is atiested by tihe fact that, in the
coursa of the rmezetintiocns betuec: ws armé the AWP, a =sticn was intreodnces into
our New Ycrlz branch "rcjocting® trne "theory' (!) that the Lensue maust 2isintugrate

2 v -
if tho fasion beotwoon thc twe orzanizoticas is zol ccns~"“'t*4" Tneo adoption of -
{suck a rosolvticn, esvecially if it were doze by voacimous voia, would undcudiol

|nave beon a great zelp ... somcthing like o witeh doctor's 1“chatat10us ese 115t
ovil spirits.

- - Those goacral consideraticon ‘5 stormined tha line of tx e CLA lsadershin in
(=3

.. - - . -
carrying oul tao intorzational turn in the United Statas. “We started froo the ..

prunise th~t the CLai ras uot t:a now party, bat onc of its coimpenont parts -- ot
e. small or insignidcont oze, tut still oaly a pars. Our proble:, essuntiall" %28
¢ to find tkat particmlar link iz tie chein which, whezn grespei, coult sull alox
2rge a part of the crain as conditions permitted. Cur task was to grasp thae 1‘2L
closest ot rand,

-

Our first apyroach was to the G.tlew group, 20t beceuse we rere groning ebcut
uncertainly, nor yot teeouse, ifozotior, . we could lauzel the uarsy. Gitlow was

e v
vae sewm (&)

sive priacigled dloc with wiich $92 approach othesr, lrorger zraups. Witk Gitlow, we

Tere inflnlt;l" zore iniransizecsnt n~nl curd thnn subsoguently witz sk »uP, “Just
because, formal.y sponking, 5itlow mas clsser to cur viows ‘aan t 3 a2, Tho a;- -

warcat contraliction is reosolveld oy tiis conmszider acic:

taen closest to our positiom 2 our nlan s to esiobligh witis his groud o coihe-

Posel of a hondful of menbers, zolitically nlrenisy zotored, ~ad rot reprGSﬂ*tx g
. ~ove:cnt. totii from thc sinnincins of forces ";i f lircctica. Tro nczotiations
witn Gitlow faile’® decause =2 -is osjortu-istic nosition, fron wiich e coul? nod

Yo swayel for Shwe essemtisl ©:.s:n taat 2o i -ot bose hizself wooxn any movencz

—S34L
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that could te gotten to exert pressure upon him in our direction. The negotliaticns
“with the United Workers Party, also undertaizen by the CLA at about the saze tirce,
likewise failed. because of the UWP'S ultra-Leftzsm.

Our attitude towards these 1ittle groups was not arbitrarily determi-ed and
we did not bring our negotiations with themz to a speedy conclusiosn out of caori*e
or neglect. Our ccnduct here, as in the case of our totally different ccaduc
tovards the AW?, which was prograr—atically speaking, to the Right of these grc £s.
was datermined entirely by a thousrt-cub political line. As we wrote ir the nro-
_convention tresis cf the CLA concerning the difference in attitude: "As with the
Gitlow-Field cliqua. s0 with ﬂelsbora, any more %time spent in considerirg collavera-
tion or unity would be so much time wasted, and wasted just wnen we require it mess.
If we turn our backs complzately upon this nerfidious sect (rcad also: UFW, etc.)
vhich is 'closar' to us, and at tho same time apurcaca the AWP wiich is 'not so
closo' to us, therc is aothinz arbitrary in our rospectimo atiitudes. It merely
means that just becausc we are engaged in-dealing and possibly fusisg with a growm
which con%tairs ceatrist trends, it is necessary for the 3olshevik-Leninist group to
b3 firmer, more no*ogcncwus. ard to raosist ovory cffert o2 dzsloyal PRTESCRCRERrs
to disrupt ocur ranks. Any cthor attiinde would not bo sorious." At the saus tixme,
by our brief nozotiatione with theso grovps, by "skirmisuing" with then first, wo
disposed of thom, that is, wo exnausted thom as possibilitios for trhe zew zovemcnt.

It was the decvelopment in the Conference for Progressive Labvor Action (cPLA)
which presented the (LA with the first sericus movement for the new party.. Iz
December 1335, trhe CPLA, at its Pittsburgh convention, converted itself into the
Amorican Workers.Pary, sejarate and apart frocm the SP and thoe CP, and elected a
Provisional Organizing Comzitice to propare a cenvention for July 4, 1934 at waicn
to launch the ncw narty definitely.

. The taslk of a lecdership is to D2 on the alert for developaenis, to tzxze the
initiative, to forcsce, o act inm time, in a word -- to lead. Because we rad s:ri-
ously adopitad the oricnintion tovwards a new sarty, and rofused to console cursolve
with the ridiculous and misplaced patriotic ecry -- "Wo must nave faita in she CdA

- tho AWP occupicd cur at tcat*on froxs tha very first day -- and even beiors tn-nl
On Novenbor 23, 1333, we adooted o motion in our Residert Cemaittec which road:
¥That wa confor with C. of the CPLA attexpiing to get him te teko uwp ine fignt
definitel' for th2 Jow In*crnﬁtlo al ﬂv tno convention nnd tant wo also.comnuni-

ata —ith Allard 4o sho soms offcct." After tho Fittsdurgh ceonventiea, thc Jamunrr
minutcs of tha Resiiant Coozmitico ef the CLA read: "Renerts by Stachtman azd Swa-
back: A lenzthy discussiorn easucd on tne AWF at the czd of which it vwas azroed int
the cmergence of e A2 is to ve given thc zost serious attoniion since it is izg
strongest single growp wiick ins ccme out for a new perty. IY was furtiler agrecd
to address an open letier to the AWP the purpose of vhici is to involve thzn in a
discussion o tha princinl; Touzdirtion for & mew revoliutionnry party i Avcrica.
Caxcon, Shacntman ardi fuateck assigncd as o sub-cemmittce %o draft this cpen let-
ter, which is to bo based upoz the geacral cozclusions of tiis ¢iscussion.”

[} ] <1-0
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The opexa leticr to the AP, "Lics irauguratad the discussions trhat finally
led to thc fusion, was 20t scat on txe assumdtion tind tha AP wns a communist or-
ganization whicl stocd on the samo principles as the (LA, Our concovvlon vias tuond
the AP represcntad a Coztrist formating with highly sigeciiicant Lolt wing elexunts
in 1% and even mor £v wing ;c:entzalit‘.s. Lot Mec 1t clfY, tho AVP migns
develop into 2 ¢

.‘.b

14 <~tss andi s;r*cusl iz~

352llization cf itz

- ('J‘

ite o
pade if not onti rovant, for a weriod of $imc, thoe oy
rovolutionary Marxi rrtye and the preblos of builiing tihe revoluticzary darx -o
-party is tolax, for th: ‘orkers p:rt;. Just o8 =ucli 2 nreeles of proventinz ke

growth of a st strong centrist party tdls ccuntry, as it wns a dual predlom t*

= ans "

L) ’1 'y O

.
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yoars 6g0 whea the CLA first 2p.roached tho AWP.

.

- Wo an~lyzed the A“‘ not aly ns it was, tut as it 7as beecning, thas 4s, in (

the process of iss .evu1c3:3:t. vinicl revenlad trho grect capacitiss it hed Tor |
moving ve ks Left, alorg th: 11‘" of revaolutionnry Yarzism. Wwe &id not -- va

had 0o rigat to --- C’:ir““ 1% bz2cause it vas ¢ featrist organization ard rot yob

a full-fleigsd commimist mc'e;;:ﬁ. houe cf as had boon bor: "Protskyicsts's all

of us haZ nnd to go thveusk mera than one ste ze of dgvolenzent bofors reacaing to
position we thon oceupied. It woulé kave :3;. ond it siill is, tke heizht ef soa-
torien insolence on cur part to “fortid® aryone clse tie p0srib¢71uv of Jeveleping
-- at a later storce than we -~ in trze same diraction. Precisely bucnuse te hnd-ns
scctarian praniice: w2 cotceived it our revelut ionary duty ani task to facilitats
the further develcpnent to tho 1t of the sceras of revcluticaary militants who
had grourped tnemselves crouvri t“e ATVP. :

Our anvroach 4o the A ves therzfcre calculated to facilitate contact with
1t, to bezir to breax é¢owma = nly tacee prejudices winich naturally exis*ted de-

[

)
trean the ¢wo gruvds. out elsc these shich were sh.ewil" cultivatsd in the rerlks
of the AF® Ty cich incorrigidle right wingers Szlutsky-Zordman, VWe ccunted
firzly upsn the izhsrent petential sircnzth of tncse ¢lzonts in the AW wio
really vanted a MMurwian party, in contrast tc the Fardmans who were striving to
establl.h an "Amcrican'cenirist crgarizatica,

Jn all our dcalings with the AVF, therafore, our tactics eontained thisg
highly imporiart i-zredient: %o crysiallize the left wiaz, %o str,h then its kacg,
to “aib”ten its ccascicusness and to isolate tze Rigkt wing., How stre erstren tho
left, itself not very maturs? 3y depriving the right vring of one aftcer a2nothir
of its deurgogic and roacticnery orsimerts, by oraventiang them-from playinz en
the prejudices of thz baciward olomeznts, by makinz it tessiblo -~ by our cw™ con-
duct ~- for the 1cf% wing iz the A7P to centinuo the Tight for unisy with the CLA.
Ultizata, poremdiory demands f2r a "corplote tregrant, intr*:s*'c:t( tecnes and
-demands foar a "~c:31~te pregrext, intransizont tornos and Gomanis, veuld nave played
right irto the henis of thc Rigat =7ing. Any indication irad wo were mer cly isser-
cested in a "clever mancuver®, in chiprioz off a fow 1oft ving moxoers, of net bto-
irz sericusly concernod azd aet.r:znad aocut tac fusion, would have amountced to so-

rany gifts to the rignt =wing.

© It should be romcmbored *Hat. cstconsibly, this Righd winz vas pcwerful. At

tho Pittsdurgh ccoaventicn of the AWP, Selutziiy was the dominnnd figure, the politi--
cal keyrmeior and tons-csetier. th, it was preeissly cvr ostivate of the AP as a
mevenant W"IC" 2uscG ue s0 little approhonsicn atoud his sigaificanes. Weo judgzad
him {0 be -- and corroctly —- an acciiontal ani rot an "izdizenmcus" eolcment in ine
AWP, composed as Y tTas or preletarian militante swc wantsi to be rovolutiszisis,

and pol cloever llonshovil melitiziang liks Salutzxy. Vo telievod (224 in this we
shou 1 far mors "foith" in the CLA z2d its fcrecs then ail hs clamerous psoude-
patriosls in cur owa ranic) that, stop by stw, «ni roi ultizately, at cae Ylew,
e gould bring the fecisive forces «f the AWP to the vesiticn of wnity wisz tns
CLA on 2 rovclution ry plutfor: end roduce tas rigrt tias to imsigrificarca on
izmpotoace  But this sovld crly b2 eccermplished by azx ot care fir— and flaxidle
pelicy, above 211 by a pesitiva roliery which dreve cozsisteontly iz came diroction,

In oze dirceticn? Tron Yo and ne alterantive varians? Fbr Taay timeos wo
keard this "ariticiem! in ths Cha Trom tao Cerlerite ond Joborita roscaents oo
szentics of 2 fcsicn, meet of Thom wore s3 surs nat o thizg weuld movor Yo o

e

; 27 koot limanding eactlhar vorinns! 2t tkis possidility ras also

“eken Into comsiderasion 0y us, fer wnlike our concrnelts, we tried to thinic tiinzs
.

ut-to the eud — alvays o gred procedure in politics,
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"The AWP is a ceatrist party, with a centrist prozraz and a certrist leader-
shlp,“ we wrote in our tre-cenvention thesis for tre CLA. "What is impertant iz
our epproack to it, however, is the fact that it is zoving in a leftward directiien
J and is the cnly one of the sizable groups to record itself fcr a mew party. Cur

( attitude toward the ATP maist be based upon tle dyrazies of its evolution azd zol
_the statics of its prcgram or leadership. It must be based upon the realizaton
that the stens to the left alr:zady taken officially by this party must rezlect a
growing left wing pressure exzried not only by curselves azd by events Ifrem the
outside, but also by ferces within its cwn ranks or sympathetic witz it. It st
especially be basad upen the cozception that our tasx is not only to relp in the
formation of the new cczmunist parity but also to prevent or to impede the forma-
tion of & new centrist party.....

"1{ we do not succecd in adopting ‘s jointly satisfactory program and the fu- 5
gion does not toke place ot the preseat tize, our Tfumdamental a.uitube toward the
AP docs not chanse, at least not for tho mext pericd, Skould it held its cwn con-
veation and oificially launea its cwa party, it canrnst but ve a ceatrist party.
Under such circomstances, we wonld continue, still from tha outside, 2nd in clese
collaboraticn with all sympathotic elcoments within to put ferward our demazils for
fusion on a principled basis, olways proceeding Ifrea the gvanlzoint thnt our cdiect

. is not only tkc formation of a now commanist party dut also to preveat or hamper
. the forzatica of a contriet party." : :

It is in tho scmse indiccted in this thesis that thore was at luast onc

of truth in tho fazcus motion prosented in the New York branch of the Ol “"rejoci- |
ing the treory" thef the CLa zast “151nfcgrate if trerc is no fusion., I in |
failurs to fuso could be placed at the deer of ths Right wing leaders of the A,
it vould disintesrats, ond act tho CLA, 3Bul i the failurs to fase was duc to the |
stupiai ty or soctariarzisz cf tn; Cri, not oven a mobtdon of tka Y bronexz oould |
have pravented it fren falling .gart. i pursucd suck a nolicy as =nio it 1:pcs-
~sidle for thc Rigat wing ev‘c::nts of fusion in the AWwZ? to puil ithoir orgzx zaticn
awvay froa tho unity., Anl tlhe res.lts ¢ cur pcliey, ian contrast, as we srall

presently scc, to Cekhlerts, put the AWP right wing iz a positica where tacy couid
not move effeoctively azgainst thc uzity.

" No clearer confirmation of 4ke corroctacss of zur course is roguircd than tre
olaborate miruscs of the spocial PCC zecsting of the Al keld in How York, o Iow
ghort wooks befcre the fasion cozvention =- Novezbor 6, 1934 -- when trno Rignt
wing made a desperate last mizute offort to sabotrgo i wxity. The dilcmma ind
which wo had put the Zizht winz wos cxprosscd by sceveral of the POC mozbers: "Sime
pﬂonla hav: beoa atiracicd ty tolk of merger," sail Sudenz, "end mol zoing thriug:

th it vovld po nard io coxplain away.... Theso whe €plCse Z=2rglr st m«ze plain
uho will proserve she AWP and whot wi'll use for matcrisl rosources, because i e
chargo Chrlmlﬁua now wa'll sea= to oppese unisy zz=i wo'll have a lot of cxﬂlal insg
t0 do,....! h

Preciscly! Tint 1s prociscly whoat we zeant whon we wrotc in sur pro-coaven-
tion thesils atout sz2 oveniuality cf no immcdiste fusioz; that alone would sTiica

to pastor all the $-iwphand quosticzs abeud the "ssecond veriant". "If mergor is

ed 1ed cff ncw," addel Zorl Loro, "wolll To callol iraiters amd foxors but tiat

doasalt bothcr zec. W.at docs Totlcr =z, is thnt we'll get the hors c-l rshe We "
can stand practicall: anyshing but boing tatugnt danz=id roels; tioits hwri to live f
domn." Altioush Lora exazrzoratcs a2 1istle hare, Ze is ossontinlly correct in o= §
vealirg the pesiticn sha AWP would nave besn put in if it decidsd e fnce the Tl f
rwith tho need of dcaling withz the "sacond varioni™ so dear to tihe Cenrlerites iz

uabcrites.
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sorotliem into an ulirn-r ovolatica~ry intransizence, tazir inortia 1::‘.:0 o ‘suspi-
vion ¢f every step forward as "'noc*’"*r"" ani "liquid~cion'.s To be sure, £ebody
. was cpposed to the fusicn axzlic 'tl 344 inat Tas litile ccasclnation, fer evex

\
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By folloﬂ.ng an ela‘.crated ncli‘ical 11:1 thou ?"1‘ out to the end and wriz-

fluerced bT eny accidental cr ‘enisodic prezomena =~ waich threw our CLA uritics
into o vauis ¢r a2 frenzy every cthnr weex c..n'ing the course of the negotiatmns
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"In i:xvc‘lvmr the A\'.‘P so tnorou{,hl + $a° discussions of the fundamental prinéi-

_ pled que cfi04s +that it was politicrlly impossible for the Right wing to pull tlre

AP ouo of tae aegcliz Litns;
Ia havinz the AWP drzp the ldea of formelly lauvnching their varty, by thexz-
-selves, at the crizirally preposad July 4tk convention; -
" 'In kelping t6 ~Tysiailize ar.:l streagtren the hard of the left wirng around

West, Hock szd Tamugsliay

In driving o duep wedge betvee an the militants in the field and the "?.ig‘lt wing
politiciaxs at she ‘center (Solutzy and Co.)% |

In 2c-com:lishing a p‘:ogrussn" ioororc=ent of the program, by meczs of oaz re-
vision aftér another -- by meaus of pablic criticism in cur prass and .ccmradely
discusziza in tke nebotiauions - t11 the £innl adcption of the Declaration ot
Priaciple

I‘x i*vowing, the ATP to a certain extest in joiﬂt sractical work (anti-war,

10*3 "waezpiloyed, mass Teetinzs, joint statcaents, et,.) so as to estatlicn nhar-
nious contect betTeen tie .an_.s and to éizinisz the cna..ce, fer a r..ptu.e of “he
nerotla.:.oua-

In cox pleting the isclation of the Riznti wirg ard the total eli...inaticn, in
the end, of its mest dangerous spoh.smn. Salutzly..

.

-

And f ma“ly in actur.ll" consuxr.mting tho fusion cn a "rigidly prznciplod
bas1s“, as Trotsly puts it.

" s policy was not carricd out by the CLA leadersh p without oppcsitio*x -— ‘

pow overt now coverhi —- iz the rezizs, That iron low f ~rich & snclkze abovo, cnor-
ctes vo% only mts or;amza‘icns as a waola, bzt more siecificelly it affects i:'.ai.f-
viduals end sccticns or groups in thexm. at tbo tire tha sianrd tarn becomos: izcera-

9

tive tn the nr05.3 sc *‘ tre mcvezmant, they find the ....,gl'n,s vnatle te accemmednie
thomsoivoa io ine new situation. They cling to taec »rst, to t:'.e corforts -- Daysi-
cal s wa2'l as nclitical —-- < o circie cxistaonce, to 1;~as and phrases learnad Op—
rotd, *mrorinnt esough in thezselves out o s stitute for tha 1i.vim° roveient.
They trazclate their sterile sect**:::.ism into & sirident reodicelisz,; indir con-

Bismarck Yxaw thot ths ost "“c:’,ive ray to oppesa an idea is %o favor it "i“
p.mgiwle" Want is Dolitically imporiant is that teniencics weore clearly evm
in the (LA whica objectively op-csed *h- fision, Some maaifests ,ims of tncsa c
tendencies wora: '

s .

™he Leasud shovld i eniatelv dclare itself tho na.rtv'

£Just 1cox b who is leaiing the AWP: Salutz.7y, usie, Buden 1. the teadeoney
that srw +his or thn: or txzose londors, dut zot the reavs. ) )

I0%e AWP hos zo e._og.r«hn aawway; thore isa't o single AWP'er in Chicmgo" --
a scooietc failura to seo tae gaificaace and imgortazce of the crgocizaticn, of
th: movezent, )

9o coalt fuse azless we AC in
tion ih2% iue new rarty weocld oo Cezt

Wafter thoy asrec teo our Jrog ra.... <o szould refuse to uaits witk ther atil o
long vcricd of practical collaberntion durirg vhickh we'll test thez."

to th., £ew party as a focticn" -- the cosutp—

And core of the samo.
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~other, 3y isolating

The xost consistent sTclesrman cf all these anti-fusion terdercies, the rally-
ing center for tkem, was the Oenler-Starm factioh., At ro time did Oehler reveszl
that he had the slizhtest understanding of the preblem izvelved, of the strate:;-
and tactics to be Tursued, aay more tnan he shcwed an understanding of the siz:le,
Clear-cut tactic cdopted Ty our French cemraies in enterizg %the SP. 1In octh
Oehler's cas2 and ours, t2é rreblea in both countries was fundamentally the sa~s’

only we apprcacned tke prodlem from the stardrpoing of living Marxiem ard Oekier

from the stazndpoint of ossified sectarianisa,

®The decisive question to deternine a Marxian rarty ard roz-Marxia= varty or
groups today," read Oehlar's rcticn ia our Resident Cc=mittee, Fedruary 25, 1334,
"revolves arouni tre qucstion of tha perzanent revolution ani the trhaory of sccial-
iem in one couniry....The Left Oppcsitinn will nct corzrozise on prineciple te Form -

-& new party. Ve will not enter a party that has a non-Uarxian orograx throuzh

omigsions. Cocrpremise on other questions only on the basis of a figrt for tzess
points first.® -

-

The Oshlerite concoption, therefcre, was thet tio new varty could be for—ecd
by a fusion betweca the CLA ard AT? only if the latter 2zgrecd to ths theory of 4
pPeraanent ravolution and ineluied it in the program -- it azd a few dezan oiner
things, for "ve will not erter a party that has a nen-Yarxian progran tarcugh
onigsions®. Sinful opzoriunists that we ars, we kad as ontirsly differaent corsen-
tion, 1In the first Place, w2 do not belicve thnt a national gaedlon of thg Feus
International can =write its owa program: that 1s the work of tua Interzaticrnal,
our program can ozaly be th2 world progran; a declaraticrn o prizciples ¢r plasfcrs

is adequate for the tize beirz. Secondly, 0 sin.of sizs! we were prendred tc Suse

-
-~
as

LN

~~-
-

" with the ATP even if we cculd get no agreemcrt on ks Gaclaration cf prircipies

b d ’
to fuse on tke basis of a cozcrete srograz of actien feop the next perici waicx 343
ot stard in conflict wita cur principles, a=g te devezd upon Jeizt cellazcraticon
ard discussicn durizg the course of it to dring cleger tue day whea a Marxian vla
fora or Program cculd be edopted by the wnited party. From the very bezinnirs
thereforas, we fouri ourselves ia irrsscacilabla conflict with ths Qerlar gen-s

O dimeana

point. the adsptica of waich would have zade fusion izpossible frem the start, -

il

Oehler's attitude tewards the famous Tirst draft of ike declaraticn of prireci-
Ples drama up by Shnchizan ard iuste again izdicated ris 81y ncgative sosisisa.
Taig draft, iafcrior thouzh i3 vwas from a Marxian stanizcint 0 the seconi (fiz21)
v

i

- oo

 draft, was quite sutficizant —- asswning an imzediate isrovemons rzaid not teex tes-

PO

'sible — for waity. On ths fundamsnmtal questions, it teok *he garrect positicn,
Oebler dencumcod it as cexirist "tirsusn ari tarough! and rejoctzé it as a2 tasig

of fusican., Yot, it =as drecisely this draft waickh race it possiole to drive

deeper the wodgze batwoez Xusta, who thea cccuried an intormodi-sa vogition, ari

the left wirg cf tha AWP on the onme side, and the Salutzlc-Riznt = g oa the -

< kb Tizg on the Yasis of ths first draft, ths hori ef
ths pro-fusicr azi Loft win elcmends was se svronztloncd that tza preiss rcerazs
end cl:rifications ef t:za Socond drar't wore mnde tessidle in tke subscquezt nego-

s
tiatione. Qekhlar 8izzly i zot wedorstand that overy successive blew at ths

- Right wing facilitated +ra advancement and joins adeption of a zore thorousim:

- -
Veow -ty '.-::

and comprchensiva Uarxias Fosition. Tho differcnce tetweon this "radical e-c

cotm

‘us "opportunisis" wag that his policy would systcantically play inté the ranis ¢f

~AWP azaia beirsyed rig fundamontally anti-fusion nesitions A
~

. Was essontinl 4o :i:cusg t-o distritut.er of Dositicns,

Salutzicy,

.
.

Ochlerts ott:tulg toraris tho dizcission of crganizaticonal guastions with -0

Yo veols
s la:2 as Cctobar 22,

2lad & 2iaivene, Thon
Serzer oI the oross, o
¢tc. — all tros: Juestions witheud thrsn tho very noxt stop oa tha fusicn ar-

nr
s

a fcw short wo-ks sefore the fasion %nv.otion was 3zen
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-
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-
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could not be taken -- Opuler voted in our Resident Cozmitise against dealinz in
orzenigational cuestions with the AWZ revrecentatives. And on the very eve of the v

B © fusicn csrventinn, Novester 1.-:, 1624, Cexler “witkhol ds“ nis vote on the organiza-

. tiona” prepisais jointly arrived at by the negot.ntors, It is evident that tc aave [

atioapted Lo come to & f’.;smn witkout cozmen asreement, not caly on prie-

cocxvention
ipres, avi on crzanizationnl gquestions, would hawe beecn equivalezt to canin,:, ot
the fusion ccaveation exn ir»lV.

.-
wo vl

H‘

Tovards the very ead, tha convention city tock on an wmusual importaness Cur
. proposal was to hold the semaraile comven tlo s of the AP a=d CLA simultanecusly, in
the sare city, ond at tae adjevrament of the individual ccaveations to rsccaveze in
the jeiat fusion asse_.ol.,.‘ Te kncw shat the AWP's Right wirng was trying desperasely
to g+all off the unisy a% all costs and by aay moans. 0ld CLA docision in :'.j:cr .
of thicaso as *he cc“ve:i, city was out of the quectiorn For twe rsasons, oxe Sric-
“tical {¥he Cricezgo orgs ign could not nocusc anytling like all the dd;gaues\ and
tae o‘her poli sical \u‘.".a AP wouli nct ccasider Ciicago as tho cunventicon city, szi
that for lazitimato ard coamvincing roasons). In spite of ths obvious wisdem in twr
preposal, Ockler irsictod on C:icago. o :

Mra

ipS¥c
24

a5
2wl

s
3
1
iz

. Tinxlly, %0 climax a coursc thai wovld muan blowing up the fusion for the cos-
ing poricd, Ociler gropossi thai we keld our omn comwaation ab s sams tizo as tha
AWP hold i4s guthoring, but iastoad of rescrnvening into a walty convention immidi-
ately voeon ad journment, thie delogates shouli be soot noms to "discass" the quossica
of fusion (wo nad bacr discussing only for a yvearl) and ticn comd back, a mintz
later, to a usiity conventicn! Xo% ozly was ilis en infuriatingly irrespons.‘c;u

“prcpusal to but it ves the diract eountorsart of the ATP rish
wirg ¢ piau fusiozn! t at tas very momont that Ceilier wos

 mekicg dzlc CLA com:ittce, wingers wors =ooil-
izi(r (“Jr a:ntcl‘- , in vz-.in. 1 4 of Cchlcrtsl) at.ine s'::cia}
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+  rovolutionary Morxian line ai'ts across trem both. The pooxeszen for this lize
. ewamel up tho Ochier vosition in $hs Pesolution of the MNincteen (Shachtma:, Canucn,
... Sm.bsul, Lewit, Forkeson, Carter, Tright, etc., etc.) to the New York zembership
) (' meetisg to elect delezatos to tha (Li convention: = :
%Ia the United Siates, the pulicy of the Oealer grovp would have made it im- -4
bogsihle fo~ the Loague even to agproach the ATE and f¢ influoncs its evclutioa ces
- - 3B & vrosreasive cens2, at tesy it would have veducai tne vhole osredlen to the level
-~ of & uers mureaver, darren of asy se~isug nolitical resalss, and wouwld have tctally
: exclwled the diecsuhility of teinging tha ATP =2zd ihe CLi to the pr=3ent peint of
.. 8greewens ou o Teclaraticn of Frinciples and the holdiig of a fusiin coavaniion.
Tae adcption of tae Dehler policy, even at this late date, wo2d directiy jeopardize
- . 3¢ enpletion of tha fusion. By its formalistically rigid and regasive apuruvecn

to ta: oveblem, ths Oerler group would deprive the CLA of thatl coxbination of firm- :
ne3s cnd rloxivility which is necewnsary to the fizal adjustzent of the extremely ;

Lrficvls osganizatioral ar-angsante still peadizg. The manifest aim of tna Caric
4+
v -

@:lcr
grov) to mainlain a perannent faction aad to carry its svruszle agzainst the Naticnal -
Coumlttac ard the Internatisnal dceretariat into tha now party¥. carries witz it a
direct shrest to tns suscess of tae new party and t¢ its neorznl evelution tovaris a
firm Pol.kevik nesitien. The cmghatic rijection of the position of tha Ochloer Eroup
by dur mationaleccnvendica is a prerequisite for the successful cevolozmeat .of ta
_. Bew variy and trhe increasing influence of the Bolshevik-Lominist kernol within it

3
9

L]
But that is prociscly what the rational conventien of tho CTA failed to do in
tho ovplicit, cloor-cut Iolshavi way that tho situation demazded of it. Ang it
- fafled tc dc 1% because the rosolution of Cammon azd Shacaimen was votod dewa by a
~ combiration of Cohlurite and Weborits delegetes, so tiat Ochler was able ‘o enter
the new periy without thc (LA coaveniion char cterizizz his nolitical line on tho
| fusion. 4Aad as will bo scon, tais was not the last time the Woberites Played® tacir -
' Polo of shields for Oehlcr. :

PP —

- ¢ﬁhat w2s tho Waberite position towaris tho whele fusicn rovement? Contrary

to 81l the cxpactetions of th:s critics, the unity 2egotiations were so vatently
- guccaesTul and our lins so unacsailavle, that even though Geber rafused to charac-
tarize $ie political line and teundoncy of his aliy Cerlor, B2 was navertnsloss com-

_D2lled o presont a mcticn exdersiag the Mzsin line of iha Yactional Committae in

Vautd b

vac
...._the courss of tha negotiaticas as basically corrzet axd makinz possidle the rcali-
- Zatlop o tho fusica®, ALl ths skenticzs, the cunoaczts of all verictics azd de-
--— grees, suldmly becnme not only wera supzeriors of tha fasicn but in their tard;
enblzsias= ond zeal scon talked as if ‘hoy nad alvwayrs been heartily in favor of ik,

_ 27 W¥a (we!) were elwTays im faver of fusion on a oroper basis (as we wonld teo
With ony sccialist loft winz that agrees tc a larxist pragzraz) ," writes Weber vire
- tuously, in nis December 29, 1935-iciter to tha faterzaticnal Sccretariat of tre

ICE. "ie mry £dd tant it mas aftor di scussion with Gomrade Vieber nsd om ths lat-

ter's suggecticn that fezralde 5hachiman intreduced tho first —otion into the MN.C.

- Of the CLA to st~rt aegotinticas vith Comraia faste ond the AVR. Our (ourt) aszi-

- tude go”arls the fusiox was nover lulowerm -- nor on tho cthor bond was it wnerit-
ical. : B '

5

-
.

- - Fot uneritical, to bs surs. And the criticism? That is nlso recerded.  Mio
‘tpok issuec wita the Cannen T on the quostiecn of fusion," said Sculd o
Tork merborsaip discussicn .ting on July 27, 1933, in a spocch circulntod tarcu_h-
out tho cecuntiy oz 2 Wolsr crucus documczs. Mo did act stonitgupescd e tac fuslic:n,

nay, we were waoioh ¥ Jor it....Canwon sam 29 Tuture in th: CLid. = le
~

L5 ST e
2 LCW

-

o
1

feith in it ~ni fels thrt —ighout 2 fusien we weuld z:rish. E2nea ha nrococde
Tush {2 party (Gould means tre CLA.--LS) into ihe fisica. FEis policy was fusicn

K o
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willy-nilly. It was not the rapidity with vhich the fusion was aﬁ"octed that was
here cujected to. It was.the fact that the membersaip wes noil properly eincated corv
prepavei for the fusiom. It was a top fusion, t:r’*xcal of “he Cannnn methcd.™

¢

For a leader of the group wnich recently fused "zt the top" with the ifuste
group on the basis of purely "top" discussicrns tetween 2-3 Weberites and 2-3 iluste-
ites, presuamably on the “Frenca turr", Gould is obviously tke terson chosen by na-
turz and destiny to relexize against “ton fusions typical of the Cannon matrcdh,

But let us put aside for a mcment this schocl-boyisk objection to "iop fusien" wrich

reveals such a thoroughgoing igrorance of politics, straltegy, tactics, tast and
plain comzon sense, to say nothing of a cevalier conte=ot for facts. Let us concen-
trate instead on tae other contentions.

, According to Weber, "we" were alvays in favor aznd "orx® attitude was pever
lukewarm. -Ee echoes Gloitzer who makss the same assertiom in Zis letter tc the IS.
And Glotzer mercly echocd Gould, accoriding to whox "we® were not mercly naver luZze-
warm, but were wnolchnoartedly for it. 3Bear in mind these vchement protestations
and thon cozparce them with ths truth vhickh is nct cstzdlis=zed by the above asser-
tions (it is dbrutally violated by tnum'.) but oy facts =2xnc decu=cnise

The trouble with us, do you sce, was that yé saw no Tature for the (LA, we hnd
lost faitx in it arnd "felt that without a fusion we wotld perish®; so we ruchod _the
CLA headleng into the fusion, because vwe favored it ®willy-nilly". It is futils ts
ask for facis to sustain those assortions; none will b= Forihceming, for tho simmle
rcason that nona oxists. But Gouvld's very criticisz Tetrays his positioa. It wns
merczly one side of the coin on whosc obverse side vas Irprinted tic policy of th
AW? right wing. :

Gould's arzumonis a2zainst us (mrdo six moaths aftor thc fusiong imagine how (
rch sharper they must have boor -- and wore! — six zonths befors tao fusion) ~re
simply idonticsl with the arpuzonts made by Salutziy, o, lciinney, Cope and
Budenz ogainst the fusion with the CLA! Lot uws rofor ozain to those hizhly instris-
tive minutss of the swocial medting of the POC of ths Aur ~lrcady roferred to. o

oly T
.
o b
ocensmon ling

havo already quoted from them tc siow who was opoosed t9° ths Crnnon-§7

vhoa, as- Gould Juts iY, tnc:.' "orocacded to rush tize CFA izxdo tic fusion®, o~nd iy
they opnosed uws. liow 1 ot vs qguote some zmora to shoxw tkad, just os Gould (u:‘lmg.

“tho faitnloss Canror) hed faith in the CLa, there wors othors vho "had faith" in

-tedves

tho AVP: that just ~s Gould did ot think we would -~erisi i there was 20 fusicxn,

there were similars in tho ALP who 2ad tho same vicw; thnt Just s Gould morcly
wanted to propare tacir momborsiaip fer the fusiod....

Bi{cKinney: I propose that wo call off all ‘xesotr»t1ar.s for tho time boing to
givoe our mombers a chance 10 study the matfor aad Tweperc for the AW conventib?..' O
I do*'t belicve thrt we mast necessnrily bduild ovr zoxrd ..y pord ‘.::.: ..cr;er of zroums. |
1 think also thnt wo st not iznere trhe ast of toc CFLA rnc that the O is rush-
ing tlr.ings. a2 oy oninica, there's wo hurry cbovt s moerger, ~nd all gf:ti,:\.—f

-

tions tovward a unity convention must be suspondole...JE =o don'y morgoe with the OIS
I think we'll g»t thcir good wﬂo“le azyvaye ) -

"Howos It is often snid or i=plicd oy certcin comradces t‘"'t wo are lost uwm-
loss we fuse; do yeu agreo? ) T

"McKinney: I think we'rs more likoly to lose cat if we do fuse. Fysion
doesn't matter in Fitrsburgz. we'd get porinps § —ore oxmbors. Wihy, T2 c22 gt o
or 28 without fusizgz, ‘

.

WgCchen: TWay doa't yoculess. .
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— _  Caaron bainz cut of tcwa, ik

o . : - 16~ : ' ‘l

"Howe: “The AWP is not barrunt ard merger if provosed 2s a last resort. is tase:
‘on & false mrecise. I see no siga of revelt in the CLA (Eowe had evidently not
heard of chla'--ua) tut I see no reason either to merge the bazkrupts or to merge
a healthy AVP vith a bazxupt CLi....

®Cope: Trere is a feeling that without the CLA the AWP can't exist. Th
means we started out baniz:st cr got that way in ths past year. 1 disagree. Wrat
strength will we gain? Ukat material aivaztags is there?

.But let us exranine even more direct evidence of what "wel were elways in fvor
of and hew %our" attiiude locksd, not in the hazy Dost-fusion memeries of the re-
cently ccnverted zcalcts, but in reality. "ie" evidently means the leauers of trhe ™
Weber cauvcus: uea-.. Abern, Glotzer. Let us taks tiem one by one. . LoD

" On the quﬁsuion which revealed tk basic divergence beticen our conce apticn of
" the fusicn exd Qenlerts, manifasied iz the Ochler =o-ion cf Fedruary 25 on "not
entering a varty thnt has a soz-isrxian progrem trreovgh dmisgions (rezn*rci to
abova), the weberits cauczs crganizer and spoxeszan in the Resideat Comzitteoe
Abern, declaradi "that ne will rescr7c nis vote for a subscouent meetlng“ w
ings later, Abcre, according to tha records of Marcn 21, 1234, requested tuat na ve
"rccorded as voting for Cekler's motion in mizutes =210 (that is, the Februnry 23th
meeting) declirg with positioca ia regerd to the ncgotinticzs with tre Aur". Tre
March 21 rmezting wes the ore at which Glotzer, Jjust back from Europe with the Inbt—-
est dopo on waat to do ond wat not t0o 4o with centrists, mede his irnterzntional )
roport. Abern's vote Jor Ou" vas thorafere coast after comsaltation cn the-guze—-
tion with Glotzcer. Ard more s,ecifically wnat Glotzaer's vicws on tha fusien were
=6 shall soon scc.

. Tho kay 1rﬂorta.ce ‘of the canacction between the et:ultancous sepnrate
tione nnd the im—aedistaly following joint fusica ceoxvention, hos elrcady beon
cussad. want vas Adcra's pesition en this crucizl poinmt? Lot She CLA commit
minutes for October 22, 1934, supsly tho azswor. Swabeck hnd Just regorted to
AWP propncsals for tho cenvention: .
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MMotion by Srochiman: On the quostion of the urity city wo oriezt oz the fc‘—
lowirg dbasis, tho Laogue and the AP rold iroir conventiouns simaltoncsusly n~rd i
ni nt

the samd city czi nt the adjouramcat of the resalar business of the two orsanzza-
tions, the joint fusion cozveztion s“alx trhercusss take zlace. :

v
"Motion by Ccklor: The CLA nold its coavention iz Czicngo
"pgroed 3 timas by tho full IZC. Trat if the Aw? coanot arrs

the saxc city tnen we hold the joint corvcztlc" later ia smmother

Yoth orzcorizations, Thet wo ozdeavor to Zove at lonst a month =i o

convcntx-n , %0 onatle tha L .gu: del wsntes %¢ rctarn Lo cur om b*a:cacs
“ing tho CLA comventica with 4he Lenzue coaventd n “a*oru Icr b-w”c" es %3

and to cnablo czne oOr mor: 1ss"*s of tac Militon

~ befora wo dissolve tke Len zuo." - -

k" 1]

2w sid =t Committse votcd as follcws: Shockimon
and Stabeck for the for—er's motdl 13
This alarairg 'cuilocb —os ¢f cou
‘should Saluts'y s oyCs8 SVor orus
13t us im_:;:u ~t in additis
c:*aitt & thos evcﬁzrf :h was just )
-3 dendlosk would Zoave boon Dromiie.. b
4% the other weberite wes Jlotzer. 3e
..scrar*“ on tk2 question, wieso lize waul

. :,‘
1 o

onnsztls subseguent vote, uch = - -

-
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ovm words. They aro Juet as lozg as .hoy rre wrorg. And nhat is important in thea

1s not only that they roveal a 1149 on the fusion just o fow shades more incorract
ran Ochler!s, Zore stcr11, in ir pscuds—-intrazsigence, dbut ~lso a gczoral ling

of thovght wihicnh hos monifested 1ts~1f sirnce tie consummntica of tho fusiou oz

other guesticis, and is mdnifosting itself ot this very writing on the key question (

now before the movement., And here is araxn an irdication that we are dealing noi
with faded reziniscences of the -tast, out with pclitical lires that relate to oux
oresent-day problexms! 2ut back to wrolensarted Glotzer of 1934:

"That I told the Zurcpean comrades ard 1D was, I found out later, my owmn opin-—
ion and not the c¢pinicn cf the Hatioral Committeo. I told LD that ocwr aim in ad-
dressing the statement to the ifuste party was for the purgose of forcizg a discus-
slon in this Centrist c*&anlzavinq with the aim of winaing tho bost elemonts to our .
point of viaw. I told him furthor that ve regarded lfuste, and not a2loze him btut - -
the entire leadership of the AWP as a tyrical conirist leadership, peopdle who will
never become cemmunists (Waat acwer of prodicticnl  That sonctrationl Wrnat ancles
yoisl--4S)....I don't tairx thnt anydrne raiscs ObJVCtlono," continucd Glectzer in
this letter, written larch 20. 19234, "to nczotiatinng or discussions. Wzat_ig ob-
Joctionable is the jersrective of the Committee, wzicha has alrcady zut wpon the
egenda the question of fusion....l told the Committee thet thc ucrsacctive of fa-
sion in the im=zdiste fuiwe or 'at the asext conveation is not corr.cte That isg-
not the first stcp. :

_"The next sten after an agreczent cn ¢eramvntals is a zrotracted poriod of -
collaboration in order to determine the meaning of the chanzo on the part of itho
centrists., If aficr such a period of collatoraticn it is secn that theose ;
have sericusly rmadc o sten towards commuznism and arc develeping in our dircection,
thpn, of course, the gucstion of fusioz can be token un, but oy ro ncans to now
discuss 'practically! how tho fusica will be corried tirough. You undocubtcdly.
will understand that Ochler surported the resorks I male in the Commitice masting.
(Undoubtcdly understacd, is nordly t“e hora' - 48)...%ay ans our IC acted in ithis
vay? Eere is my opiricn. Cur committoc hnas no confidence in thc organizcotion...

"I don't regar azie os a 'swam! those only kono is fusioz with the
WP. Anyocdy wno £ 1t Tay snculd drow tho ca*c‘" iorns of thnt csiticon or
arspective azd 2ct oz the tasis of this oninioz. Tho Le~gue is znc swa-p. Tho
cegue is healihy iz its ronizs, it ans vitality, it hos ower, it hies evory possi-
‘bility of forging ahcad. (Follews more patriotic sothcs.—- LS)....L“u Iunze fer
the AVP on the part of the UC must be doscrived olitically (nnd aciually you oiow
this to be so), a8 a lack of confidonce iz ths orgonizatien, Trat is wzy Caanca
snid at the WY functionnrics! and momborskip mecting that our heone liss in tho fu-
sion with the AW?. Do I knva to cdd thrt I dc sot ogroc with tihat? '

d the

A focls o
iD
L

"I thick if you werc to complote your natiensl tour* rzd ¢ “ti:u*d'to follow
the' line thrt you are 2rescnting, yeou zay convince nolf or tho majerity of tkho or=—

ganizat:nz because the matier morc or loss lics iz yeur nnmds. Trat is tze cecca--

sion for oy letter. I want to =sk you o =lcose considor very sericusly what say
and chasge your ap;roach oa tiis quosiion. I dentt rroposc that you sgeaik ogainst -

.

[ =

*Shachiran was then mak1ng a noticnel tour for the CLA, rerorting ales to the moz=-
bersghiy in cvery orancih on shc facis ond sorsvectives ¢f tn: fusiom, i.2., contrnry
to thc ebsurd felschced of Gould, he wng scoing to i thit tho mosb:cship nas "*rop—
erly cducatcd" and "oronercd Ifor shc fusient, culi's troudle tiizz, -:ko k2
troublo of all tke wederites (with the cremizeont oxee tisz of Satir, s ~rd:rstooi
tho linc of tho NC ond ogreed with it), wos thnt 2a rofused to ve cducnted i ore-
arcd in favor of the fusion, Eo was "wadlcheartedly® iz favor of it,..Juzt lilza

Glotzcr.
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the negotiaticns because th key are absolutely correct. What I propese is tna‘ veu

¢ 40 Dot prepare the mezbdership for a fusicr but, quite the ccatrary, prepare tres !
for emsuing conflicts., I taink you srzould tell tke zezbership that if we 4dc get &
fundamentel e3reemart there, the nexs stage is a protracted perisd of collaborat isn

( on practical juesticns in order %¢ prove these pecple. Only such a pericd of ccil-
laboration cax detsrmine tha cuesticsn of fusion. To assume that the ifusteites er.
Muste himsz21f aciuzlly acceot, believe azd will werk fer cur point of view or, say,

for a ccumunist point of view, is ascum 2inz ectirely tco ouch ané 1is overlocklus tre
fact that these people are cen.rlsts ard not ¢z *unis’s." -

sy

_ One cannot tut feel tket this is enough for the day to Prove to the hilt Gouldtg
conten ticn that Canuon's ~r —e was that he didn't prevare or educate the rerbership
for the fusicn, and that thkerein and crly therein lay Y“our" differernce with Carzon,
Ah ‘what a fatal day it was fer soze vedple when the typemwriter was invented! If
’this ras Gletzer's opinien when he' was 'nct lukewarz! but "wrelehearted" in his sup-
pert of fusicn, vhat in gcd's rpaze would it kave Desn if re were lukera 4; cr,
heaven forvid! if he ware dewnrigzky ccld tomard it? 3ui 4his was in Harch, it will ~
be said, azd anjbodj can err., In the first place, a ravoluticnist should “Ov 2o

el ™

ccal so sericus an error of Sudzment; in the second place, he should not condern

those who failed to meke his errcr but =ho rad, instead, the correct lire; ang

the third place, the errer was cot fleeticg in duration. Cz July 4, 192 4 Gle
still writes: "I am inclined khowever to think that even row, after all vha* ta

pened, you cling falsely to trhe ke De that anything may come cut of the .ysc*za

. I an more and mcre cenvinced that trers is nothin Bz tc be gained frem them eitn

- reputo or in nurbsrs. Azd I wonder wrother you agree with Jiz who says: We n

got to unite with the af?....

o

AT BT @ e p 4t

nfused
m( uith the seme limitless erikusiasz for the fu ision that made, lob us say, weber rim. —

self such an ardent and uncozircllablo sucserter of tas fusicn? The idea ig Trevos-

terous. Glotzer complaired at the CLi ccavention at the end of %h: year that wa

had not rocetived ar y irforzaticn abcut thc fusion from the Resident Cemmittee. =2

_aver taat may bo (and it dces aot raroen to be the case). no did receive plenty of

Binformaticrn! azi vi.owe 702 wihich ke based the lize of his 1

= cus colleasues, Weder and Abern. He was merely xo”“ss- tna comzen epinien o7 :
tke rational Websr caucus -- defended by Abera and weber 1 Now York, Glotzw* iz - - :
Chicago, Rae ;us zin in Los A.zeles. what Weber taouzhi of tho uaestica -~ wo i . -
not allew oursalivas o quete frem zmemsry nis we ex-in-moglz-cut seipinz

nz attaciss
Nationnl Cozmittec i ling in Lyh Yerk breach mectinze -- po nut dewre black cn v
- %

In his etatezent in faver of the "Frozcn furnf, tton, net in Yarcn end o i
July, but on August 20, 1954 (printed ir tha CLA ternaticnal Bulletin fl?), L R
“orotes - ' f
: i

[

But couldn't th;s nave been an abberation of an iselatgd éberito net infe ;
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"There rerai 8 the questien of the intoerpational of
Frency....It act fellew that w2 must pursuc tha saz2- tactics now or ecusc:r;’y
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that they differed with us merely on some organizatioral defect of ocurs. =~ -

Cvor line =as to drive for the fuvsion nxd prep-re the membership for 1t; tkeir % -
1ine wns t2 prepare the mezbership against it. Car perspective, in Fobriwry, in
Ausust, ir Nzvember, was thot thé next step to be taken in forming the revulntionay
Marrian nurty was the fusicn with tho &WP; their persgective, as late ns the end of
Augus*, 4id not even mantion ths AWP, btut envisaged the development of a situation
: i= "z sce trhis cn the way in Amsrica toc" -- in wirich the CLA would emulate the
-: - . Freneh Bolshevilk-Leninists, thrt is, cater the Amcrican Sccinlist party. (I say-- - -

"Eggjg_pcrspcétive“ ardi not merely weberts, bocause all the Ueberites on trhe NC--<-

Spcetor, Abera, Glotzer md Edwards -- veted witicut roservatioas to endorse the

Weber st~atemcat.) And vet, since we aro neither Oeulerites nor Webcritcs, we did
N not fcam at tre mouth and breaZz cut into a hysterical rosh at thz "liguidaters®™ . -

and "copcrtunists" wicse porsnsciive it was to "dissclve the independont" orgariza- .

tion into the SP. we veted agrinst the weber statement and atte pted to argue it

out cbjectively. we burned no crosses on the hills to call teogzather the paladin

of the clan to protect tre sanctity of our independence from tha "ieberite liguiida-

tors"., Ve leave thot kind of peclitics to the olé womea from whom nothirg batter -

can be expected. :

One of the favoriie accusations cmode azainst us by the Aberan-weder factien,
spread dowa the corriders and along the national gropevine, and repeated comstantly
mong themselves between sighs and mcans over the sad state of the nation, is trat
we are "tail-endists". Xore will be said on this scorz later on., Suffice it fer-
the :acment to reomind the reader: During the whole year of 1934, whon the strategy
and tactics of the fusion with the AWP vwere beizz claborated in the Committee and .- -
- discussed —- in Now Yorx almost constantly -- not one single leader of the weber . o« .o
v group made & solitary pesitive preprosal on the matter; not one single idea was con-.

pOv-S

< tributed by it that would advance the fusion; on nct a sizgle cccosion did any of
~—- .- them tale the initiative in the grezat werk wvhich, at the coavention, they azrudsing
' acknovledzed had been accomplished. Nothing, literally actaingl . e

wanere they coulda't give direct support to thz Ochlerite agitction, they re-

o mained silent eatircly. VWhere tiey contributed an idea, it was not tovards fusion,

! but like Glotzer, afeinst the fusion, or liks websr, for the perssective of exter-

P ing the SP aud lotting the fusion with tho AWP go hang. The initiative ab every.

: stage, the tactics, the complicated and delicate worx of zegctinticn, the work ef. ..
educating, cnlightening ard rallying the membership, fell exclusively to the lot of
the burcaucra%s, opportunists and men of litile or no faith, Canuon, Shachimazn and
Swadock. nd by scme niracle, compzred with vhich the tronsforzaticn of the wafsr

‘. _end the wing into the bedy azd blecd of Crrist is a commouplace cccurrence, tho. - |

fusion was accomplished on a sound, satisfactery, rcevolutisrary basis -- as Gould, -

- Glotzer and wober will eagerly explain to you -- ia spite of evorything Ceznon end
Srachtran could do to stop it. - e

o One important stone is still missing froz the mosaic of thuis instructive chap=- -
ter of the recerd. In reply to a covy of Glctzer's letter on MHorch 25, 1934, to
Srhacktron, a leading Zuropean corrace whose covinions Glotzer elicited, wrote to hixm
on April 10, 1934: "Therc must be reveluticnnry elszonts in the AWP who are pusking - -

- toward us, for otherwise it wcuid de incosprehexsible wiy tie leesdersaip has com— - ——-
nitted its2lf so far., This situntics must be utilized. I we declare ourselves .-
ready for the fusionm and the right wing of tle AwP thes puts ea the brazes or pro-. ..
vents it entirely, we thon have a very faverable peint of departure teward the lofd -
wing....we must not cnly uzdersteond and ceriticize Centriss tizorotically, net exle

ticrally stcvards i..- -

-
>
v

1zsion sheuld no

i
t is, of the

Under cerizin conditiens, fusicxz is thr dost camcuver. Cnlp. i:
ba supzrstiticusly regarded os the terzination of she proces (




_20-
3"' etruzgls azainst centrisz, -MS) The fusioa can, under certain conditions, orly
eyield better ccnditions for the contimuntion of the struzgle caainst centrisc.
Maturally, the methols of the strngble rust then de a“ ctaa to the united poriy.M
i . It would surely have been regardal s a libel oa tke alrealy harussad Glotzer
" to have pradistel ot thet tize that, not much mere tzaz a zear later, he ond =is
‘( ecnucus ccliensues woulld be, firss in a blse ~nd then ia a single fdction with tlcse
wnca Glotzer mimsalf cecizzatod as “nec pl2 who will nave becoﬁe comrunists" -- o
facticn vince primary ain is the ennsiizng of ticse ccm;;nls*s with whe Glctzer has
always protosted ils fumcazental solidarity in princivle. But these misarsbdle
-elique mancuvars, the pelitics of unprincipled coactinationisz, deserva cere ample
and searchirg treatzont. . - :

- - -

-
.

- . -w~4_‘.

R ‘382 "IRENCE" TURN AND ORGANIC UNITY

.

_ The mimutes of thes third zaticaal cenvention of the CLA, which teck place in
New York at the end of 1934, direcily on the eve of the fusicn conventioa waich
‘ laﬁnched the Worksrs Party, .are, unfertunately, so tersely summarized thet, withous
further eluciceticn znd coh.ertd"y. tzoy do th afford the reader the pcvs*bllJt" cf
getting a rounlad victurs of rew the izterral develcrments culminated in that erzani-
gation befers iis dissclutien irto tr2 naw narty. 2 all divisicns in the coq"e”~—
_tion there were not just two groups casting iduntical ballsts, as was to be excec
from the two fundamsntally differeat ilines of ~r1:n¢plc that separatei tke Lca:xe.
“but three. IY is with this third group, #% =8 chill sew, thes .we must ceoo Dy cur-
selves in greatcr detail, a2ll the mere sc becauce its crigin, ts polxtical ex.st-
cnce and pcsition are =cre oiten thaa zot shrouded in obscurity.
. + - ~'The pesition of the Oehler fact1cn - for:ed mcaths bafere the convention oz a
national scalc and stezdily mursed by an unc easing flow of Tactioral decuments --

( vas eatirely clear, more ¢r less opex 2ad avowed, ord, considering the foct thas it

3. proceeded frem Jundazentally wrong precises,. tiae eledent of amdizwity iz i4 was ro-
duced pretty —uch te a =inimun. The Ochlerites $ack o flaszfcoted stard ezainst <he
80-called "Frencn sura" on the grourids tust the extry, even of a small gro Ioc-

cr
tion (what tncr called the 'embryd varty") into.a reformist or n,rxsv crganiza-
tion, regardlcss of tic ovrizcivled pleifora ugon waich it enber od ar fer wricn i%
fought once imside, was eguivelont to capitulziion 2 sceial de=ccracy, the furling
of ths revelubienary Varxian bamner, liquidaticon of the crzanized Aarx.a“ zZovoment
and conscqueutly objective aid to thks socinl patricts.

- - Like Baucr in Gerrmany and’ Lhullicr in :ran~ they cptosadi the "turzn" ea
¢ on

J
grounds of principle., Trot this socicrion vicon = s =¢t accidontal or epi sciic was
.deaons+ratci by tac poligy thoy adveeotad "th regerd to. the fusion. The Cehler
__group, tn;rcfc*c, cr tha tcuch~icze quostioas b»‘*r e Cla - tha "1*tv.“a:1o::1"
_end the "ratlonal! -- reoresen’ed a fairly ceasistend, witra -Loftist sectarian cur-
rent. Because it vas so flatly azd croaly avewed Lot on 11y erally bt iz recoried
. documents, it was pessible to deal with

tris sroup pelitically. I4e vositica boing
;clgarly discerzible, oze could give it pelitical su vcru, or poli ti»al cpacsiticm,

.- The position of the CLA loaderskip (Cihron, Swabock, Shachtzan) -- which fermod

— - eedle b -
& groeup in New York oaly ozno 3onti vofere the cen :cnt;o: AzZZ never fermed a zroup al

_ -8l or a ratisnal scale — mas egquelly woll koo d (i2 cur cpizizn) svea =era. -
‘eonsistent. ?rocecii:g fro concepticns alreaiy vt ‘c"*a ¢z preoviousg pases cf
this documert, it tock Just s firm a stand fer trho catry o7 xr Fr*nc..(gzi lator

- our Belgier) scmradcs inio the social dezocracy, as it <il in favor of a polier -

 which would ralte pessitle the specdy fusion with thy AWP for ths purnose of founding
an indeperniont La*xlan'?*rf" in the Uzited Stotes. Ani as ras alroady dboza maie

. . N
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.1ts existence,

- . . _?1_

. . - .
clear, these were the two decisive questions facing the CL4 duricg the last year of

. e -(

Yet, vwhile the great majerity cf the meabors of the Leégue conld not but sup-
port ths basic position of tke CLA leadership -~ and did in fact suppert it «- ang

ot the same time could rot but rcject the pesition of the Ceklerites -- ard did in-- -

fact reject it -- ths leadership found i%sclf in the comvention vith a mirority of
the dolegates supportinz it. Wzy? Because in addition tc ths tme groups referred

to there was prescnt a bloe of dalegates Tepresenting a third group -- Aboern-Weber,

Another group? But a group must Justify its organizaticnal existonce. by a -
pPolitical piatform. It is of the essence of political irreszongibility to forma -
groups or factions on this, thzt or the othor triviality, for such a coursec would
incvitadbly end in the corplcte disintegration of the movemont iato light-minded
cliques to whon politics is a sport. The "acrzal" sinto of $ha revoluticnrry -ove-
ment is that in.whick each mexher presenis his standpoint freely, is thus able to
influeace other rmexbers ozd be influeonced by tham, A revolutionist dees not racoil
in moral horror froa the frosdect & forxing a faction, evez in a revolutiznary Yarx-
lan organizatioz, btut only whaa pclitical ‘differcnces with other comrades, Or afgra=

- gations of cozrades, arc so ciear as o maite tho joeint presentation of a Platfera -

or a systvemrtic point of view, and its comen, discirlized adveeney end defeasa,
uwnnistazably alvisadle; or else, vhen burcaucratic repression iz the crganization -
80 constricts {nhe normal democratic charaels of expression that a vicwpoint can ta
effectively presentad and defeaied orly by the cozcertoed action of o £roup,

~ Now, tho latter situntion did not obtain in $he CLA azi nobody nale suck a con-

-tention, No cemrads submittes a document on his point of view wrich was rot Pre- .

seated to the mecherghip for discussion mad ZJecision (for cxample, the Weber and
Abern statements on the "¥renen turn"s o statezezt on tho same quastion by Oehler,
another by Glce): am interral discussion ars irformnation bulletin was at tho dig. ,
posal of the mezbersiip; membersrip discussion neetings of the broadest nnd mest
dezocratic Xind were proviled for throushout tho ceuniry azd, in the city vhere tho
leadership exerciscd tzo groatest voliticnl and crganizaticzal influsncs -- Now . .
York -- discussion Sectings of tre Zestership were held al-ost wook in And wook 2ut

for a solild yeoar, ot which all sumrales, with all points of view ked the most ~Zple -
fconcolvadle oprortuiity 4o

iednte thedr positions: a zntizn-vile tour was crganized’

in which a Nrtiozal Comcittes nomber (Shachiman) Zeld zemtership diecussion nzetinzs
n ot ‘ 3

v <@

With every sinzls dranch in the couniry for the purpose of orosenting the ¥.C. 203i-
tion and discussin cortrary positicns, ote., ete. inat, then, was the political
basis upon which abern-Weber-Glotzer orgeizel a faction iz the CLA? T

- It ghould be borno in mird, furtharzore, thet factions cannot, must not bo or- .

ganizod beoceuse they asre: with the basic pclitical lize of cthor factions, tus de-.
causc tkey ldisazree wiih those basic lincs in so clear-cut a Z2ofer as to warrant
the forzotion -of a now ETOUP. : : C

Now we have alrcady scen that =olitical>+ tro Vieoer faction‘ieciarcd;its";grdcz

nent wiik Cannon and Shachi=an on the policy pursvers with regard to the fusicn,.i.e-f"‘

CoHaGe
Yo exlorse the NC volicy oa tha fusion a1l to fcjcct'Ochler's';olicy vas dofeated .
because the acberites dered met offeni thair Cehlerite 221ics by a relitical char-
actgrizatics of trheir fusion gesiticn, 1t mas nevertholess teber w20 introluced
tre motion wiich exicrsci "ing ain line of the NC in the course of the zesotia-
tions as basically cerrect a=: makizs rossidle the rcalization of the fusion", To
el that Weber & Co; noé this or that incilental critizism te nake (=2 wonnt elso
-

coull 1t be but inc;ie“.al?) of our coniuct Wring the yaar in cennection with s

Vea

fusion question, does not elizinete tre Zecisive political fact thnat he was com-

with-one of the two main an: secisive questicns before tihe Learua when cur moticn

-t

- -




;”r, Polled to endorse ocur main line: an? what counts, or what should count with Bolehe. -
" - vik-politicians is precisely the main lira. : : A

- .. i

* - . |

. On the other of the two orincipal rmd decisive questions before the Lezzue,
. _nanely, th2 eatry of the Fronch comrades into the S7I0, documents and oral state-
( o -mants again attested to a political solilarity between thae JC an the weberites,
Both toolk an icentical position on whot was lecisive in thc 2ispute: they enlorsal
the eatry of our Freuch comrales ag tactically corrccet, pernmissible fron a prizei-
_ ' Ppled standvoint anz both rejectel tho sterile yawpings of the iaternational Bauerit,

- : Where, then, was the political 2iffarcnce of the Tioberites with us that justi-
" . fied thoir forration of a secparate faction? - .

. .
. . -

If it is undersiood (ani we shall prove it up to'tha hiltl) that the Weber
group was not forzei to fight for tho "Frenca tura" or azainst it that it was not :
formed to fight for tha fusion or ageinst it thet it was forzei in the dark of R |

night wiltcout 2 political pPlatform and without ever, iz the tro vhole years of
existence, havins dramn up a clear political platforz; that its basis of oxigte

is that of zn urprineipled personal combination, of a cliquo that refuses $o 1i
=~down anclent and completely outlived persomal and factional aninositics; that §
principal 2im is t9 %smeash Cannoat (and S:tachtz=n, because of his associntion wizxh

the latter) witrout at ths sarme ti~e having the political couraze to taxs over tro

“T T responsibilitics of leacership -~ if these things are mdcrstood, it beccnmes cloar

.- ¥hy, even without political Ziffecrences, the vweberites coma to tha CLA conventicn

with a facticn and - 0 God help us! - with a "platfora® on which to Justify -their

—politico-organizaticral oxistence.

( ~--- - And wkat was-this "political nlatfor="? Nothing morc and nothing less thaa
L - eesdWorgenic unity". A core wvrotenod (a2l at the sa=e time thoroushly false) cleoak
( for the organization of an uncrincipled clicus could hardly havae beon hosen. This o

- -—-3ocunent kas no intenticn of Ceveloping into a treatise on the goaural qussticn of
- Yorganic wnity", or oven on "orgazic unity" insofar as it affoctod or afifccts ik ]

+~ prescnt situntion in France. It deals with the quastion caly to the extent reguirad

to cast some light on en otherwise unclear sile of tho matters undor considcration, -

‘One of tho argumazts alvancel by those fovoring eatry into the SFIO was this:
the rovement for orgsrnic uzity of the Stalinist 2133 socinlict partics has taken con
serious promortions; the orzazic unity party caz only be a reactionary pa

)

Vot 9y eqem sl -
S vl -G

" "tho acgis of Stalinist deolozy; i the process of effecting tze or anic'unity of
.- the two parties intc one, tha question of tle prosrex for fhe tew party will be al-
~ -_.Xonced; the Zolsrzevilz-leninists, on the cuisife locking iz, will be unadle to influ-
- —enice the diracizsn waich the vorkers, thirking of the rew progran, will take: na a =
- constituent nart of cze of the partics (the SFIC), tre Zulshevik-Leulnists will be
T TTEble to a’vaunce tkair revelutionary Xarxian pesition ng t:e programmatic base for
" "tho new party -- u0% the new party of the Stalinist-Sceial Jarmocratic "orzanic
~ unity", dut the new rovolutiozary party that will bo coistituted &n the course of o
- the regroupment of forces. '

~—— - -+ So strorg was the "orzanic unity" wave in France, that some of ‘the Bolshevik- -~
"~ Leninists were stept away by it. Trer tock an uncritical attitude towvards it, In- - - -
"the éarly days of the discussion on the cquestion of entry (znd even later), scme cf -
our-cozraies tock the innizissable £osition ef bseoming aives~tes of the slcgan,
thus maring thexzselves, wiliy-cilly, tre objective assistasts of tre dupery plannei - |
- By the old-line lenders. Soxe (notadly Lolizier), as per his article in the lew
International for July 1934) renlied to ths question -- "Organic unity?" -- with tha
simple, entrusiestic affirmnticn: "Yegl! ’
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7 Nelther the French Ligue nor Cezrade Trotsky ever advanced such a position, de-

spite the asserticn of the

~Vieberites, who ar-roved thig untaksn pesition,

. comredes wxo alsc picked Up this reactionary

cannot but be, both treoretic
gonized affirmaticn of the po
- party -- Comrade Trotsky wrot

2lly and ecacret

ssidbility of ref
Y

Oehlerites, who corderned this untakan-positicn, or thre
Z-a criticism of seme of the yousn *

slogan — the essence of wrich is axd

ely in tre nirds of the rmasses, a glo-

oraism emd Bolshewism coexistizg in oz.

C . "The aim of this text: to correct the slo

gan of orzanic umity, whic

h is not oup

ut a prozram, without coneretizazion --

" slogan. The formula of organic unity -- witno
’ is hollow. 4rd ay thysical nature athors a vacuum, this formila fills
- .. an increasinrgly axtigusus and evern reacvionary content.
U .- Socialist Farly, Yezirning with Just azd udrrceau Fivert

declare themselves partisans of

organic unity,

itselwaith
All the leaders of the
azi exdirg with Frossari,

The most fervent protascnist of

".. this slozan is Letas,
- The Co—munist leaders

[}

whosoe anti-revol

ution~ry tex

dexcies are well gnousn merm,

are manipulating the sa-e slcgan

Tith increasirg willingness,

them amuse the

+: 1§ 1% our task to help

LIRS
. 3

is: the promising beginning
workers! party.

It is nsro
are two cetnods subordinated to Drogran and politicel tosks,

workers by an eaticing ard hollow forrula?

: :"The exchange of open letters of the two leaderships on the progrea of action

of & discussicn cn the airg and the methods of' *he

that ws should inter

veme visorously, Unity like split

The discussion raving

happily tegun, we snould tactfully destroy the illusory hopes in organic unity as

& panacca. Cur thescs: the

; revolutlonary basis,

.1 "If fusion takes placo tozorrow
"tHe basis of the uwaited party in crier to contirue our vork,

-8ion may have & orogressive

unity of tho workins

This basis is our om Progran,

eigrificance. 3ud i

class cam be realized only on a

between the two partics, we ploce ourselves on

Iz this cese the fu-
f we contirve to sow the {llusicn

that organic wnity is of
- this slogan and zot as a
agitators -- we sh211 bo

burcaucracies to presant us, us Bolshavik-L:ininists, to
organic wnity.
Place on our backs, a2ni beecre a

gtacle on the rond of

valuc as such -- azd it is thus tznt the rassos v=dorstand

Tore ample aad mo
deing nothinz dbut

re clrnverniont
raring it ca

azdicace for the Loniniss
sier for the tro cenjeined

€722s which are not rovolution
different rolo dceording to the political cdnjunciare,

~

tce o ¢ .o are not afraid of organic unity,

Play a progressive rola.

tions under wiieh this ro
ourselves ozainst the cur
have already
honest a=onz
+ " demarcation,

Sut

le would te genuinely

-
Tenyv

reactionary factor.

2Ty by their cwa contezt bet which

We stata
cur own role is to ncint

toward orzazniec un

progressive.

the massoes as the great op-

In these cernditions tzity mizht well oo

L

#2 TUst never nlay with slo-
an play a guite
t:e relationsaip of forces,
epeznly thnt the fusion ray
cat to the masses tho cendi-
In sum, e do not sot

L7, whica trhe two burcaucracies
corzered, Buat while suplortirg ourselves
the mosses, we introduce into it the critical

©a this curreat, which is
=ov3, tho criterion of

programmatic definitions, ete,™

.~ -Tho position of the majority of
structicns to Cannen who was delegat
International Socretariat of the ICL:
&s such, is a 'prozrossive step!, and that +n
proponoats of such a slozan. Tact in 211 cozdi
ray take place in the razzs of tra worzizg clas
Principal partiss, tra Bolshevilz-Leninists sral
the illusory azi reacticnary ch= acter
6nt 'French conditisas!')
and in a revolutionary party",

~s
“d

£t
r2s2at us
0s2

ke CLA was form:lated in tho in-

i the 1934 Plenum of ixo '
tho sta=cpoint tans Yor anic unity!

ESlshevik-Tenizists shall bacime the

tions o=d with all develorments that

S Or in 2o burcamcracy of tha two
1 uzder all circi=sances point out -

'srsanic wnity? as sueh (evex under pres-
ond to ecplasize instead tnity == a revolutionnry program

At whom was this sharp formlation directed?. Yot orly a2t some of cur Fremch

e




® comrades who had rade trig slogan of bireaucratic dupery their owr: (a2 year and a
half’ later,- the legical conclusion of their error was mz2nifested in the troachory )
-.of Molinier and C3.l) btut at the Amarican weberites who tock, if- any: taing,. az even
- falser position in the oclicf *hat ....mt s L. 's positicn. At the (L conven-
tior we were ftreatci to learzed and noczing disqaicitions on cur (1) concentisn of
"organ** vauly &3 cuchh, sad inforr.ed thut C"taji\. <f Xant there wes no such 4hin e
-But 1% is p"c.,.“‘ 7 ageiuct a :..e‘up’ﬁjucal ‘unritical, tail-czdist subservionce

- -0 orgenic vaily “as suant 'thay Lue i€ znjority was corpnlled to polemize. Azain-

T let ue rcfex ta tl‘.e aocm ate, T : : -

- e . S . . AT . .

‘.q, .

.In tho e..atanent in favor of 'ch" "Trench tu."'“ al. eady referred to, Weder: wToia
on A 8% 20, .1S54r "It 43 23 pecidont tont thig in itsalf would indicnto the pro-
. p
o gressivo character af the mova-for Jvganic wmity.? "This in itself" referrsi to
- the'fact tn- "1tz is neczesrar: tn protocet tle vanguard Yy cnlisting the supvort of
- tho organizctisis of tra nurking clr:' Azd the vanguerd .whea. this "orogressive
" organic univy? would Protect was the Froneh Belsdevik-Lenizists ard Conrade ”“otsl.J,

: then Jbeing Lounded Dy Teoash sonctioni WidY-Lbexa. (o tzzr, Snoctor and = Ziwards,

*.who votﬂ'x Tor Wcher'e stotamemt (is ig reprodeced ia the Octover 1934 Internal
“.Bulletia £i7 of ithe CLa) kizlly coll ue vwhera and xew t.is "unoccidental® thing
: ﬁna.lly "iadiccted the nrogr c:si’rﬂ c‘..:uac:c: of tke rove-for or -..nic unity"? o

l'urther on, na‘)cr nrotee ""‘rcm our pcint of vicw it wonla see‘!: that thore is
no other choice -~ that we m1st choose twe progressive road of organice nnity....at
s presont tha interasss of the Frenca Froletarict, of the Fre ich revolutici malze man-
D datory trou we hail ihae move for orgenic unity and Put_ourselves ot itg 8_scrvice.," -
- (Uy ecparsis. I'5.)

SNy .l

"'hat is nreczs‘.ly 7‘):11: we would nct comsent to dol Ve rcfnsed to J:in in t:

o .
. 9 . . - . -

e Qle
) entl”usi'\st*c "hatliirg" of orz aric unisy wiich was (ani is) ..cl’oi..5 to deﬁ..an the
‘Trenck pro-eturiny \,o tr.e ceil of its closs interests. . We refusad to Join in pus- -
: ting. the Bals-.. .:’3 "at the servico® of this ran cticrary consriracy of Blu~- :‘::-rcz

“bureaveracy. If thoy are sc inclinad, will Hebver, Aborz, 'Glutzer, Spoctor o al.,
toll us if t ey still 5hold ¢9 the position t2ey voted for.in August =4 Septecber
But it '1111 te snd the ‘v’v’ebﬂri‘ ccnsidered thc move for orgatic unity pro-
gressive culy because the :clshe'.':.l:-l.”rvsgs wovld be-inside’it i hting for a
'rbv‘olutio rary Marxisr srograz £or this uni ity., Unfar turnately, they do not evex hove

*this’ strow to grab nold of. Let us re~d the. fazous aber: L.oti‘an. to be found -is
the. ;8ee CLa Interzn Z'Bulletin, whieh exdorsa d the m.oer exposuio“ of the questicn

a.nd nroc;cd‘.:l to calarge upon it:- : o -
- - - . ¢ "~ . e .. ° :
'S‘!ould ...mcrger of orgaric unity boimaern tha Stalinist aad ‘Socialist Dartics
of France corge &3 a rasalt of ke develorment of the presant united front, it is--
IGO'u'ado Smatacic!s concoption (ef. 2is st “czent) thot it st be tre deliborata s%-
Ject ef the Ticzelh LC o enzinosr a split in this Zersad porty in order thoredy o
achieve the naw commmist perty of Francoe, 'in e2sc it shoidd zain adzuitianco ints
tho Frouch 2 as o o...oa, ig ...-clly faize. (Mh scoundrelly Swaboekl Z&S Y E: ther:-
‘by conecives our objees i ezl Zeavering ta join tha Franch SP in the uerrowest samsa
of a marcuver and f..-ls to rielize preperly ke €igoatis cojcetive factors wrhich
dmpsl a zove in this direction, and furtncr fails iz realize the revolutio zary co-
toctialitics for tze Lert Cpocsition iz the cvens of sucr an crganic wnity....Is

tust bae ro cognized tzat dee. dille Stalisisz and 3P tac achievemant of Croanin w2 &

Cosad v - vJ o1

after a period of unitce frs 18 nction, botwéon 410 SP oamd 2, cvea if tar=craril--
ﬁxcludi:';_;':.c.__sgl_s tovil-Leoniniets, would o oa ST0TTOSSIive £4) nr this ssaze, reoesre-
senting the rcalihs will of sie ZA5SCs TIr mivoluticunre it v, '

Do Y-’qber-Abg:x_*n—Glotzer-Spoctor, ¥20 voted for the Abera statament téo, still

LI e,

-—

-
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surzort this staxz acb 't7 Do they still think that this reactiorary con*;iracy cf

25~

the tto old Yureaucracies, this organic unity ¢f social patiriotism, witn the warx-
ists expolled, is a pregressive step? Do they still thirl: that zew, witk our youth
and rparty comrades exzelled by Bluz-Cacuin, the "ergazic uwnity® woald represent the

- "hezlthy will of the masses for revoluticnary unity" (what sticky. liberal sontizen(

talis:!)? )

Do they still agree with the Glctzer acendment made in the name of their fac-
tion to the Cannon-Shachiman rescluticn on the Frerch sx‘"a,ion -- maie as late as
Dacerber 1234% "The striving ¢f cur French Lecgae to or nz aoout the regrcugnmeatl of
the militan® workers in voih pariies as well as trnose outside these parties ina

sinzle revoluticrnary party through the gateway of 'cry anlc wity? is a pregressive
step in tha direction of tze creation of the Fr»ncn party cof tne Fourth Interaa-
ticnal"?

Do the most recent eve ents in France confirm their pregnoses and oropesals, or
ours? Do thcy still "xail" orzanic unity? Do they still put thomsaives "at its
gervice? Do they still prepcse te supiert as a progressive step the idea of form-
ing the new party in Franco "tarough the gatoway of !organic waity'"? Or is it
necessary, as we declarcd a y:zar and a half age, to denource tie reactionary con-
spiracy cf "ecrzanic uwnity®, as such, Ter what it is and "40 exphasize instead unity
on a revolutlonary progron and in a revcluticrary party"?

k¥ &k k% k&
- To tﬁa extent, therefere, that "organic unity" was an"ssue" in the CLA, the
Weborites wers, to put it with rostraint, hepelossly muddled. PBat tie plain truth
of tre matter is that it never was 2 rcal issuc in the CLA. I¥ was picxed wp aad
inflatad by the VWode in order %o give them a "plank" for their platicrz o2 .
differonces witz us, in ar to give thom an ostonsitle btasis fer a ceparate
faction. Azd cornclusive ovideone
t c

2

12
rj S 2 0
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23 ¢ of hew little thz Wcterites were really intorcsty
in tho questicn one way or the cther is supplied by this fact: AL th3 Pre-conventic.
mexnbersiip macting in lew York where re sotutions wire ta&ng voted on, Waober cifered
to withiraw ontircly froz the flcor hig rcsoluticn ia faver of “ora~-'c uniuj" it
--o would comscnt t0 witriraw from our resclubtion the parazrozh on the same susject
quotad adove in tho instructions to dolozate lJannont Tsborle resolution nad sorved
its purpcsc; he had formed nis ludicreus "ergozic wnity" factice on tho basis of 1S
ond getien a quota cf delegates frem lew York in $io mreportiozal roprescatation

5 :

a d €
provided for by the i#.C. voting regulat

CCSe - -

As is the rulc witd us, w2 had a rzucd fer it, we put it to a

positicz, we a

vote and werc nct preparcd to dusp it dowm tze drain just decause Weber, wacse vosi-

tion had boen tettersd tc bits in the discussicn, vas ready to "forget 21l abous ii".
. How serious szall we say a politician is whe, aftor fighting for three months in de-

fense of a special pesiticn which disiinsuishes hin frez all otkers in the organize-

tion, ernds u» at the decisive momeznt, when nositions cra to ba adepted (‘.s av

the finnl "otln~), with a preposal to 124 the wrole matter 4ircn? And 4o let aron o

watter tvhich, in the course of the whcle year of 1834, constitutad t:c ocne 2xd exly

poirt of polizical differeace, anyvhers recorded in the organizatioz botween tae

Wieborites azd ourselves!

Arnyvhere recorded in the organization, we rancat. For, thOugh the Veberites
differcd with us iz their whole concentiocz of ths fusion, as we zavs showed, and
werc wrong-on *hc cuesiion, they zeverilheloss recerded themsalves finally iz encorse-

ment of our "rain line". Toreir only receorded nelitiecgl differezco with us was o
“or;a:i~ wnity" ani this constitutel the oshionsivle celitison)l dasis fer organizirg
thiir faction, Want the rool tasic Tor tne facvivs was, md whav led it ever dcerer
into the mcress of cligue rolitics andé cembinnticaisn, we shall se2 presently. Fer
the moment, nowever, let us procecd to the CLL conventi

ion itsczlf.

o *

L]
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BLOCS A'D BLCCS: WEAT EAPPTNED AT TFE CLA CONVESTION . = l
I

_The division at the LA convention was as follcws: The Oeklerites had 10 resu-
larly elected delegates, orgenized leng befcre the conventicn as a tight faction. -
Mhe Yetorites, also with a faction ef leng standing,-had 13 delegates. laticnad
Cormittze supporters azounted to 17. Twe unaffiliated delegutes comwletel the

~ 9tal of 42 voting delezates.. In their efforts to put us in a2 minority without

- .pemsclves tazing the rostensibilities of a majority (that would be %oo —uch of a
‘burden fer people who must travel lightl), the Weberitcs overreached tremselves.

v —

Tha small Davenport dbranch, which kad been orzanized on the twin slogans —

. "Yp with orzaaic uwnity! Dcwn with Cannoni® -- carved a niche for iteelf in comrmu-
"~ _nist history by sending a blank credential to ba filled in by the Weber czucus! )
Whea this -- skall we say, urusuz2l? -- procedurz was challenged, the caucus leaders

hastily wired Davenport which prommily vired back that whzt the blank space was sus-
posed to represent was the Waberite, Corrade Ruskin -- a rot entirely zrecurdless
supposition. Carried away theovgh they were by their pesition as a majority in cez-
bination with the Ochlerites and against us, the Weberites ncvertheless tethouzht

~ _themselves tiat this was tce raw and they thomsolvas 7itldraw the Davernpert creden-
tial. f9re come held true of &nother iclegata", Pajcun, a young militant vhem tiey

* rendered virtually useless to the movezent oy systematically poisoning him with

- their msthods and practices. Papcur camz to thae conventicn with a forgad creden-
tial. ihnen it was cxgescd by us, the Veberites, Papcun incluled, shamefacedly wiihn-
drev his credcntiel and doclined to contost cur-challexngs €28 nis rignt to vete. Taa
control commissicn clacted to look into Papcuals action repertod the “decision of
the coxmiceion that Comrade Papcun be ceasured for credential irregularity", Fer
that propcesal, tco, tac Weberites were compelled to vote, as did covery ethsr dele- . )
gote to thc convontion. In reoverge for our cormunist action on their two fraadulent !
dolezatcs -~ cctions they weroe cempelled to support —- they joinad with the Oernlor-
itos te umscet a delegate regularly credentialled by the San Frarcisco branch, wino ’

( had comzitted the crime, not & forging a credential, but ¢f supperting the ¥.2.1 ’

Tais disgraceful cvarturc to the conventicn had its counterpartd at the final

session in an episcde which, wnils not edifyinz, throws a glaring, merciless lignt

on trose urprincinlcd combircticaist sractices that kave charactcrized tae
coursa ¢2 tre Weber caucus ever since thot time. . ' ‘ - #
& Net being rnarchists, behomians, sewing circle habitues or syndicalistis, we
~ lay groat store by the guestion of leaderszip. Vwithout a lendersunip, the revelu-

tionsry movenent is herdless. With a bad leadership, it is iz just as fzital 2 pesi-
tion. A revelutionrry lecdership is nct creatzd overnignt. It is constituisd iz

+ the course cf yeors; it zrows a2nd lenrns and is tested in the course of pelitical

- strugglcs -~ cn the arena of its cwn organizatisn nnd in the dreader thoater cf the

_ ¢lass sirizsglsa, n an even hizher semse thon theendre as a whole, the leadersily

-~ 1s the preduct of 2 selection mode jointly by evont jRay

in genernl and in perticu
by thcse 1% leads. Waile tae Leninist concepticn trevidies for the stendy intrcduc-
tion irto the loadershin of new and frask elements and ‘he slovghing off of decaye
elements from the leadersiiin —- conirory to the Acericon syndicnlist whe rmile

s v
& man caa cccupy an cificial prsiticn fer cnly cae term, Lonin strossoes the idea o
2

vy

.- the cortimity of leadershiy, sc tho4 it zay beccmo trained ~nl expericnced in
tremendcus nnd exccedingly difficult task of leading ka3 mcvement of the prolet
revoluticn, :
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leadersnip, who, having a _irm7pélitica1 line, fight for this line arnd for a leader~

ship qualified to execute it. e Stelinist practice of M"making" a leader overanigat
_ has nothirg in commen with Lermin. lNeither has the Stelinist practice of MunzaXing"
- leaders overnizht. Altlhouzh, it should be added, ithe kind of "lecaders® producea in (

that school are, after all, Ju"t as ca511 u:made as tney arg radee.

A party withcut a firm uajor1‘v in 1ts leacersh-p. followirz a consistent politw-
icel courss, esnecially in a situation where tiere are clearly two basically differ-
ent lines counterincszd to cach ethier in the organizatice, is a ship without sail or

gdder, tern and tessed ebout by every wind that strikes it. The same nolds true
of tho highest autherity cf a party -- its national ceavention. I4 is the shoriest
irresponsibility to held a ccnvention of the revelutionary crganization at a tire
vhen it mast decide upen tasic guestions of far-reachirnz siznificazce and when two
irreconcilable views on tacse guesticns exist in the cenvention, without soeking to .
establish a firm majority for cne basic view as azainst the other. Unless this is
done, you ccurt the risk of naving the questions invelved settled by chance, by ac~
cidental cozbirations.

Tho probdlen of gzivinz dire*tlon to a convention deces nct end, naturally, with
the adcption of formal reseluticons; it cnds with the selaction of a lcadership
standlng 0a tiicse resoluticns and qualified to executs them in life. The CLn con-
ventien was faced with twe cqucstions of vital importaznce, cn toth cf which swo dig-
tinctly cdiffercent tendencics were manifested, Cne question (the so-called “Frezch
turn") invelved either the crgazl-atvohhl ard pclitical rugture of cur Leazue with
the vorld movemcrt for the Feurth Internaticnal (swecifically, the ICL), or csa~
tinuod politicel solidzi ty with its The cther questicn {fusicn with the AWP) in-
velved either laying the ground for a speedy disrunticn of the fusicn, of the rew

. party, or tb consumratien of the fusicn on a wroper oxd realthy basis. Irn toth (
« - caszs, the Ochler facticn renryscntcd the fero rer tcnde:cj, ond we the latter.
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. "It was revealed in the diﬁcu sic“ ot the CLA convention
or zroup with whom thay wore .
"

kad prepesed a oloc te Ochler in order to fight the Tebe
in supposed politiceal agreemsnt," writes Glotzer in hnis Mo
to the IS of the ICL.

Y ) . ‘ )
IR If this warc the (.se, thon our “roncvnl tc th: Caicazo Woberites wounld indo
il stand exuesed as 2 shadoy, wnzrincizled moncuver on our rard to estolblish a = ic
ty at any cost ani with any :ccy. But UlCuZQr’S cescrvics is simnly -~ to use a
loug word where a shorier one would scund botier -- a falsorocd ani a Jdeli bcrﬂ :
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regard to tke fus on

.

ard to the "ertry" in

2) The Websrites did zo% challenge our rain lire with reg
France; 2o th: contrery, thay exdersad it.
" 3) The VWeteritcs <id nct even "C“tSSu cur leadershiv of the CLA: dbsoite tris
. eniping criticiem ond that one, they imsisted that wo comtinue to predozmincte in tke
leadership. '
What wovld a Rolshavik pclitician conclude frem these facts? If you inftend o
vote for a lecdership to continue in office, if you have ne izntention of replacing
that leadersnip witl ong c¢f your cvz; if, in other werds, dcssite miner cr::icis:,
you insist that a cortain zroun comtinue to taie thic Telitieal ond organizaticral
rosponeibilitr for the zarsy's leadorskip, 1Y is your colinizal duty o sclideriue
“yoursclf pelitisally wrisli that group, with that lealsrshkip, ani o defeni it fron
~--—tho att=ccs of anscshcr group with which reu arc funi~menially in disagrecment (in
— this cas2, the Cehler grevp). If rew do not Tizns for 4hs loadsosiin yoursclf {(~nd
“we.insistad in cur confarzace with thc: nat if they de not supmert us, thin they o
shouléd tucmsolves taks over the rosvensibility of lzadershin), it is yer nelifizal
“duty to maka a tloc with iant oo ~2d the leaderzin for waich yon ar. zeing to -
“'yote in order to ectauvlisik o firm oelitical mojerity in e conmvention wh 2 the relo-
tionship cf forces threatans te have cussticns settlod Ty chnmce. 3ut - o said tils
- ~—de-whnt-a Bolsnicvix pelisiciaz would ccncl“‘c. Thae Webzrites came to oo cpnosite .l
conclusion, .
- .-An cptosite conelusiosn boceuse thoy wers (23 thcy still ars) azimated net or -
“pslitical arl principled ccnsilernticns, bat by pottifoszing porscnal antipatiics,
by the yezraing tc ravanze cli, cutlived, wnimmertonl scercs, by fear of tying thiz-
selves domn ~.cﬂztzc::.ll;' in such 2 vy as to intorfore wita thiir desirs to Tisk
sround for urprinziplel scmbiaaticns in every dirocticn.
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by agrecmcat on deoeisiva leadorsnip, and by <he anomalous relation 3hin of Zorcas at
the coavention. 3ut the Woter lv s would net 4nkc the ctep that vas cloarly indi-
eatcd. UYhey were intorcsted o 1ah1no a crack" at tho oud:*u..D Lu-magcrx*" for
its "organizaticnal motheds" and 43 "dcllnquvncxcs" and in gotvticg J. Webor oloct-
cd to tde 1ncamlng Aic. , . .

SO-far as the 1attar peint wos coacernel, we stood ‘irzlv cpposci to putting
Webar cn the NC for {Lc two gecod reascus that (1) in the wreceding oix montlis ia
particuler ke had more than sufficientl;” demonstratcd his pelitical irrespoasidbili-
ty, lick of saoricusnoss amd balance ond (2) wc sz zo reason wny tie conventioa
should put a vremivm ca tie £lhn of cligue politics wnlcn. cspeocially to +tho lew

Joews &

York comrades, Weber symbolizoi. That our copositicn to Weber was rot aimed to
Woisfraoackhizo! a "pclltlcwl tcnic: ", as scne voul_ try to claim, is evilenced by
the foct tort we prepescs thnt Satir and Gloizer, or any two chosca froa thoir

rerks by the Chicuzo delozut tica, shouvlld be placel on the imcoming IC: by the fact,
further, that it vas Sha acr tman who insisteld that Glotzeor ctani as can’itate for tze
NC wien the lattor seught to decline wrhen reminnted. (A»., lot it bo aZlei parcn-
tietically for tkhe benerit of these who have bean victirs of the debar cavcus lic
factory story that we koot Abera off the UG, Abora hal =ot on 1y anrounce? moxthe
befors tne convention tint 2o would not accent on the -~ext IC, but not all the of-
forts of his caucus col*»néucs at the convaoition could prevail uron him to taite up
the responsibilities devolvizg wpoz any Hcyﬂnubbr" 2il not choose to run:)

-+ Sc-far as the first point is ccncerned there were, berond eny dispute, mora-"
than eaouzh srounds for complaint azainst ire manner in whieh the outzoirg NC of
the CLA L:J fuucsicned It was far from a2 model of efficiency. Bub for membsers of
the BC lize Glcizer, Zdwards, Adern and Spector to lead the "figznt" asa2inst the

%Cannon-Sracnuras-S« s2beck lC", was nothing more or less thon brazen izpudence. 8o

far es trs zctual 1"*c¢1onzhg of the old IC was concerned, it was confized exclue

sively to ths thres meabars whose "regime" the Veberitss trici to rmaxe their

with the possidle addicion of CeXler who &t leact co: nis srars of the reso

bility for tie orzeonizaticnal work of the Leogzu did no

sulk., The wicle burdon of the Leasud! : 1
o

'SS
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4
v

& 3
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liag, 1

caps, ard the winole burden of th
of the three comrades nauvu.

- If they did not discharge thomselves of their tasks in an oxomrlary manrery-— -
thoy wore revertheless the only cnes wio &id carry out the rcosponsibiiities of
leadership® the work of adminstration, of editing ine perisiiculs, of dasing the - -
vriting, s aklﬂr and tourirg for the Leazus, of represanting it publiely and defoni-
ing- its 11:. ir the working class, of layinz down tna political line (ani a co*rucv

”T) of tL2 League on the dccisive guesticzs facinz it., And this was cene under
the_“tbrr e1~ rogime" of the threo comraies without the slizhtost essistance from
Bpocter, ~ho 1loft is ¢ Suu“SiblllulCS in trhe Acsilent Cermitice to roturn to o
Carada; from Glotzer, vho also 1cft his responsiZilitics in thc Resileat Cocmmittes

1
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to return 4o Cn-caz0° from Edvards wao never enmo to U
+ n

2s i
ow York, it is truvo, but w0
vas systimcilcally passive in the Chicuzo organizatis n; fr:o Abern, wlo abse‘u¢a

himself Zrcxm Commities me.tings for menths at a time ond w20 took over the ranago~

ment of the ‘heorctical orsan only after he kaid li%erally tcen bessochel for monfrs -

to take over somc resjcnmsitle-post.

gzuc" was explolei iztc thin air then we

“icmal ropers of ihc 0. In this documan t, -
el of revolutionary sclf-criticisa, ine achu-

a11 tiog of the situntion in th2 leadership werc presentod to the maeobership in so
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The bleg with us was clearly indicated bJ the situntion: by political agrocm
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by agreezcal on doeisiva leadorship, azd by ..hc anoralous rclationshin of Zarcas ut
the coaveation. 3ut tha ’.?Jocri‘:s would zet 4nke the cteop that was clc:""* v indi-

é’ cated. Yhey wore inteorcsted m 1m:in,; a cracL" at th: outgeing l.u-—m,)c'rit for~
its "urzonizaticnal mctreds" ard Tis "dclhqu\.ncics". and in gonti.:g, J. u?ebar olect-
cd to the incoming lIC.

' So- far as tm, 1~ ttﬁr peint wos coacernel, e stood fir::.lv opposcd to putting
" Webor on the IC for tke two gcod reascas that (1) in the wreceding oix rontlis ia
partituler ke had more tha_. sufficientl;” demonstratcd his pclitical irre spoasibili-
ty, lick of sorisusaess and balance ond (2) wc scw zo reason wny tlke conventioa
s‘.:ould Put a vremiva ea t e kinl of cligue politics which, especiail ¥ to k2 llew - -
York comrades, Weber symbolizel. That our cpposition to Weber wos rot aizad to
| "iisfranchizo" a "selitieal tondozesM, as some Touli try to claiz, is evilence?l by

- the foct thrt we propescs that Satir ard G"o..ze., or any two chosca froz thcir ' o
rerks by the Chicugo ¢elezution, shouvld be plncel on tha ircomi- >4 IC; by tkhe fact,
further, that it was Shac:tman who dinsisted that Gletzer stan? as canliiate fo* t=e
NC wizea th2 lattor scugl:t to deeline wheon reminnted, (A22, 1ot it bo a3lel parecn-~
tietically for trhe beacrit ef these wao have bean 'n.cti =5. 0f the .lcbar cautcus lie
factory story that wo kxopt Abera off th 4C, Abora had ot only anrounce? =ozths
befors tne coave ntion tint ho would not accent on he mext ac. but ot all the of-
forts of his caucus collengues at the cozve:tion could proevail upon him to take P
the rcspon.,m htzes aevolvi..g upo* aay iC r:e:rber- ‘he 211 not choose to run:)
-+ Sc-far. as the firsi point is cecacerned, there were, berond eny dicpute, mors-~- -
than eaouzh grounds for complaint azainst tre manner in which the outgoing NC of
the CLA i} funcsicned. I* was far from a2 model of efficieacy. Bui for members of -
the NC lize Glcizer, Zdwards, Abern azd Spector to lead the "fight" az2inst tho )

%Cannon-Shachira -s"::.bec C", wvas nothing more or less thon brazen i pudence. 8o

far es tks actual z‘:.nctic..m'r of the 0ld I'C was concerned, it was confircd cexclue

sively to ths thres members whose "regime" the Veborites trici to maxe their tarzet, -
tigion oz Cerler who at least tcolr nis shars of the rcgnoasi- - -

with thc nossidble asd
bility for tie orszan

=

izaticnal work of the Lecgue and &id rot retire to ris vent to
sulk., Tre wicle bua dcn of the Leazue!s work, conducted urnisr the groatest of hardi-

ceps, erd the wkole burden of the Leazue's political line, £cl1l upon the stculders
of the three comrades sam ._: . ..

- If they did not discharge thomeelves of their tasks in an ox‘._..,lary ::Lanner;——'--— -
... %hoy were revertheless the only cnos who did carry out tre rcsponsivilities of - - -
~ - leadership® the work of a:‘.::unstratlon, of editing {re periodicnls, of doing the “+
wvriting, spea.klnr and tourirgz for the Leazue, of represanting it publiely ané. daf—v»a-"'
ing-its line ir the workizz class, of layinz dowa tho political line (ani a correct -
» onel) of the Leazue on the dceisive questiczs facing it. And this was cone under - - -
. the "territls r: ~~M" of the threo comrales without the slichtost essistance from
' Spoctc* Tho le."+ 2is respomsibiliy ,.ms in trhe Rcsilent Cormitice to rotura to -
.Canada; fram Glotzor, who also left his respensis 3s in tac Resileat Committes- - --
to return 4o Cx 1icago; from Edvards wao novaer enmo to Low York, it is truo, bubt dio -
vas syst itz .1cax1y vassive in the Chicazo organization; from Abern, who absentéd
himself frcm Corwitiee meoting £s for mcnths at a time ozd who ..oo" over the canege-
ment of the theoretical organ only efter he kad 11'~era11.; bcez besaoched for :nont‘.s»» -
to takc over some respcnsi’ble post.

The vhole Weberite attack oz the "rogime" was exploieZ izto thin air vhon we )
- prese:ts:’. our resolutica ¢ t-.e organizailczal ropers of 4z 0. In this documm t, - ~ -
\.. . ¥hich ve do rot hesitate to call a molel of revolutionary sclf-criticisa, the actu-~
glitios of the situntiorn in tha leaderszip were prosented to the u.c..;b‘.r..th h_;_ -
treechant ans incontrove *tl’ol; & manzer thnt, minority thougk our E£TotD mas in tiae
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convanticn, the resolution was adcpted by a majority vote. ot exly fer its intrin
« sic value, tut bocause of the truc ard revealirz picture it gives of the sitcaticn
in the CLA lecalership and ranlts, we reproduce the full text of thoe resclutiosn as an
avpencix to tais document. ’ i

And now baclk to the question of the "blocs". We refused to make a bloé with
the_Cehlerites because we had no political agreement with them, The Woberitos re-
fused to malze a bloc with us although they did havo political agreszent with us,
But ve do not imagine thnt their refusal was Tased or zay oprosition tc biccs "as
suca™. Just as wo and M~rxists ir geacral arzue that any bloc is good if it hns a

= common politiscal basis, cven, as Troisky once put it, a "bloc with a Sancro Panzal
like Kamenav, so the Weberites argue thot any dbloc is goed if it kas a common basis
of ppposition to Canncz-Shachtman and their "organiztional methods", S¢ that, b
the ¢nd of the conventicn, after having voited 4$ogcther with the Cchleritos on oza

. orgnnizaticnal point aftor anmotacr, even to the cxient of supporting Stam:'s resolu-
tion ¢n the IC orgarizational report, the Weberites finally eozsurmated a fonmal
bloc with tho Cehicritos azninst us!

34

s have of course souzht to dery this fact, which
o When they do not Zeny it, they try Yo pass it
as a natter of course, as something th ¢ causcs thom honost
cked, "I% is also statel," writes Glotzer in tha afore— -

Time and ascin,
ve made 89 uncexfortad
off plandly 2s a trifl

_puzzlenent when it is

ta
rentioned letter to the IS, "that the Websr group mode a dloc with the Qexler ETTID
- ak.that time., The bloc cousistad in this: Cechler!s szresmant to voiae for Wodbar og
~a member of tha IC ~nd tho rights 2 all vicmpoints to be ropresezted on the S
So far as thz seconl point is tzis unprincislel pact was concerncid, therc was never
—- 7.ony grounl for it for 2odoly crallenged the right roficrrod $o. Wa hod mnlc alegunte
provisiorns.in our 0 slate for ropresantation for bot: tro Webor and Oexler zraw 3.
"~ The basis fer the vloc was sizmply o cheap norse-trale-in-which tho Woberitas pledsod

.._.tkeasclves 10 vote for Stamm cn thr NC in retura for the Cehrlorito.pledse $o-veis -
for veber cn thke :C.

This picce of urprincipled vote-swanping was cificially exlersel by thé two-
~caucuses, arl formally arrargcei ty MacDonnli, the Weberite fraternal delezate fron
| Canoda, who acted as intermeliary in the unegotiatiuns for . the bloc and tho, iz
_} general, playel, to put it dlunily, a shaddy and 2ot very zlorious role in the -
- whole miserable busincss. Just how putril the deal recally was zay be saeon fron

the CLA coxvezticn zinutes, which we quote Lereaficr. .
—-=- .. On the first vote, the following ten were declarci clacte? 43 thas laticzal
.. Comzittee: Camion (42 votas; uwmanizmius); Shachtzan (42); Collor (42); Skeziund (41); .
- -Swabeck (41); Dunze (4€); Satir (39); Lewit (23); Sanz Gordon (23); Sta= (22).
--Glotzer, Gizanti anl iigber, with 22 votas each, were ticd £3r tho olaventz place. -
Wkat had haposned? Tho 13 webarités, lojyal to the Yarsain, hnd Soin2d with the 1C
Oenlerites to elect Stamm., 3wt ths Oehlaoriics 2i2 =zt stay so lorals cze of tacir
_%en, out of spite againsi-wcber, veied imsteal for Sam Goricm, thus clcocting hinm
- - and,..doudble-crossing the Conlerite 2lly, ‘ieter! 3 el
-

Tho honest indignntisz of the =
¥} The cecnvention mizutes
—-- then reai: S

.

-~ WChairzan nroposel

that the three nazes (i.e., Glotzer, Gizaati, ‘ober) te
Placed before the conventizn Jor voting. Coirale UncDonalld of Canadn ctjechieod 49
proceiure, statcl that it wasz eclanr that the rasailis 278 the oloeticn 2318 st Tisra-
- sent the wishes of thc majority (11) sf the ecnveniion -nd rreposad ro-snening of
- nozinations anl eclectizas...Prepozel oy Coxler thad shé wetor Sroap sicull cuccse
wzich of the three fied namiznecs shouls Te a meabor of tho 4. Ctjoction by
Canzon -- proposal tint the tirce shoull bo voiel ca. Accostel by idacDonald....!
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In ‘the discussion that follewed, lastizg through the night, we brrmered axay 'T
80 powerfully at this unprincipled dlec tkat the zajority was fizally brerent ¥ctz,n
until then affiliated with the Veber group, could not stomach the deal: nsr coul
Mergenstern, till that point a supperter ¢f tke Gehlerites; Welss, anotner YeoDerit..

firally decided to abstain. When the vote was finally cact, it stood: Glotzer 21, ) .

Wieber 20, azd 1 abstension. In the voting for the alternztes, Lowever, the shat-
_tered bloc rallied scmevnat, with the recult that Weberites arnd Oehlerites together
made Basky the first alterrate and Weber the seccnd.
That was the pclitical basis, the essence, ard tke lesson ef the bloe? It

should be erphasized trat this must be understecd pet enly in crder to realize what
hapvened at the CLA convention, which is of comraratively remote izportance, Ttut %o
realize the political character of the groupings ncw appearing before ‘our socerd
national convention, ' '

1. The Oehlerites dencunced the Weberites as representing the Risht winz of
the CLA; Cerler cdeclared he had ncthing at all in com=en, politically, witnz Weber;
if anything, said Qerler, he had mere in comzen with us, preswmadbly because of cur
pesition on Morganic unity" with which ho agreod; finally, the Cenlerites hed Tre-
posed to us a bloc azainst Veber.

2. Tho Weterites denounced the Ochlerites as ropresenting ultra-Left sectariss-
ism in the CLA: Weber declared, as ke still does, we take it, tzat he kad ncihing
at all in ccmmon, politically, with Oehler, and everytiing in ccmion with us, excant
for the secordary point on "erganic ¥nity"; finally, tho wcberites insisted tha wmo
rotain the leadership of the ergazizatiorn.

Iz it permissidle, then, fer the Right and the ultra-Left to fora a dlec - Oh,
not a very big cne, of ccurse; just a little orgazizaticn blee -- azainst, let us )
assumo for a zcment, the "Center"? In our epizion, and in the epinion of every
-darxist who stands on prircipled grounds, it is izpermissible! But it will te
said -- and it was said in zreater detail later on, in the WP -- tkey toth had or-
ganizational differauces with the "Centér" and the blec was "only" on ar orcaniza-

& disasrsed with the "erganizaticral metzods® of Cannor-

=
‘tional question; they beth 4 .
Shachtman; ard that cczsideration Justified the bloc. The argumest is: furdamentelly
reactionary. Let us sce what tho establisnted Marxian view is on this questica.

_ - Io 1928-1%29, the Sukharinist Right wing broke with the Stalinist Center axd. . -
started secret negotiaticns for a "little erzanizational" tloc with Left Cppesitica-
ist clements in order jeintly to cochat the detestable erzerizational moinsds of
Stalin. Politically, the Risht hed mich in comzon with Stalin and nothirg in come

_mon with the Left; pelitizally, the Loft had ruch ir commsz witn Stalin (at thet

- Jurction) axnd nothing in comzoa with ihe Riznt; botk Rizht and Left, hewever, B4,
-or seexad to have, scxmething in commen "organizationally" azninst Stalin.: Here is
what Trotsky wrote at that time ccncerzing the bloc proforred by 3ukharin and Ce.:

, ¥Shall we meke 2 blec with the Right wing te revenze cursclves upon the Stalin-
ists, for their rudenmess, thoir disleyalty, their oxpulsiors and atuso ef lowal
revolutionists, for Article 59, for the tirangel efficer'? No, we the rrincipled
Bolshevik-Lezinists can never make a blec witn ths Rignt wing eszalost the Centrists.
On the ccnirary, inscfer as the Conirists Tignt the Right wiag vwe supnort trhen,

vhile criticizing their half-heartedaess and putiing Terth eur car lize. B3lecs be-
-tveen the Right-and the Left rave bosn made in ether revel:tiszzms, bus they rave - :
alse ruined tkese rovolutiozs." (apoeal to the Sixta Ccagress sf tha Comintersn.) 4)

And again, ir his polamic sherily aftervard azaizst the lealer of the Gerzen
. ‘Left Opposition, Urbakns, wrho propesed a "little organizatienal blec" with the

.
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9 ‘li;-"t n.g B*a:‘.‘ilc*ita ezainst tre S‘a‘l*n*sus. Trotsky wreie: “"ow can fn cticr':l
collaboratizn Tits $he R-gn. 7ing. 7ns 240t ar opdositc principled position, driz;
Xh2 Loft cleser $3 thoe conguest of fas juviy? It is clear tant the enly thing thot
could be preduced-neva ix an orgurigzntlional cembizaticn which broaks inte the prin-
cipled resiticn. A sroan ceuld omter ia%o such a coxpinatien cazly if it strives unl
" hastens to adcpt 2 wicoe ia 3k party which aaec;.u»..l;: does 2ot corresnond tc its
- idoclogical-pelitial st1azetn. (Yote th:‘.* well, webaorl) - But this is trhe rced t
suicido azd acthing sise, I have more than once teexz ferccd-te ebaerve that peli:
cal’ izpa%tiencs bezcmes k2 scurco oF op oeritnistic volicy....The factional =zechorn-
-ics - of the strussle must nover st1n¢ aacv» its prlzciolod centeat, even if cxnly for
q.single reur." e : .-
- .1 TR RRTIETE DUy YLy SRR LA SRS SRR S Y A
: - ‘!‘inally, rwit::.z bcut ..hu case of- kill w20 kad alsc =ads e littl crzanita-!
tioznal olec" -- just a “emperary cne! -~ with o greup in the French Left Op:csi-

P e
union Fhich is led by a mere cr less "orogsrass

‘rerclutionayy prizciple.

tion thick ke 2ad aeiinzd o8 con-wnrxist, against ancthrer growp whica, altheusn ne
called it M-rxist, wos charged by him with havizg ond "or:anzaat‘onal 2eticds!
¥111, =ho lczically conclzded this peliticel practice by passing over te ths Stalin-
i§§§ -~ Trctskxy su=marized the s

. 3

3
tuntion in a lester writien Oc.oo*“ 13, 18&2: "Teor
N prluCLCles arz iz gezmcral clearly of no i«oort mee; nersounl comsideraticns,
sympathies azi antivntzies, dotermine nls political conduct to a zroatar dezree
tkoa prin iplps and idsas. Thae fact that Will ucnli rcpose o tloc with 2 mon vhex
he had dofiicd ns non-M rxist a2zoiust coomrades whch L, had 2e0ld to be liarxisss,
showed clearly trzat 111 was neliticelly azd =orallrr un ellablo «zd thnt he was in-
copable of kaopingz his leyalty to the fl: If Le betraycd on tha% day on a small
scala, ho was caﬁa*l c¢f betrarinz tczorrew oz a larger Sv" ic. That was the ccou
clusion r*ic every revoluticnist shoal§ drgr; t“~~....? ‘ )
'.-!. ] -
Is it eay worder, therzfcre, that we wzo 1& bucn taught for v*ars in. th
school of Lenin =nd Trotsigy 40 siun and comdat the kind of pelitics doscridad sc

"oitingly by e atevo quosaticons, siculd hove fought so pitterly ag =i:su ths wn-

principled liebor-Cezler tlce ot the CLA comwanticn? Gaet was docisive with us wos
m0t 4ha quostion of ozo zere cr oza loss Mcppozext! on the lUC the majorisy ¢f wiick
vas alreeiy corcsded us. What was decisive was .tha pecessity ¢f szashinz tzls con-
cepticn cf rclitics as so2m az it sacwed its uzly eeld, of Dreventing euch ncisun
from eanterinz tle syciem of ocur crgenizaticn, of educating the menberstip ic
unprincipled ccmbinntisrism omd clique Zareuvers and of ucaCh-J: i$ zow to st
againsi thes, evan on a srmall scals, sc thot vhen our revelutionists face sucr
tices on a bigger scale in txe 012;8 strugzzle, trey will mcre effectively te atls:
to deal ttez mertal dlews., ' ' . - '

.o~

- .
.. - B . L.

ve Picture a situaticn in a trais
ive" lealfership wiich carriss on .

" One need rot zo to guotationg from Trotsk

4 %hes cx4remo Rizat as well as

-

rqpruhe sidble orzarnizational macrinations arsain

s
against the revolutispary Laft wing o tae unicr. Suexn situsticns aave existced and
do exist in this ezd other covzirizs —- o tie huandrei. Each Jros kis omm (i.2.,
2roa cppesits) srinmcipled standocint fishts azainst the burlmucratic pregrissive
administration whica, wzile =reer:zssive in cozporiscn with the Right wiag 14 Zas

-repleced, ncve.unzlcss rasorts +0 bad "orgazizaticiel moirels" agninzt beth ils
oppcrents. (The Lov*s‘cne— irmarman administraiizn of Leeal 22, sirixizg st toe
oxtroxmo Right arnd at $le creletorian Lafi ni tho srmo time, might scorve 235 a 2c0l
eas¢ in poizt, Slecticn $ime arrives. Weithoer the izt nor tho Leoft is stron:
encvgh, by itscld, te cust iac a2ninistration, Is it conceivasla fer Narxists te
qgr;c,uni or any ctrditiczs %o axn crzenizational tlce —- to it oven for ng Cr twe
Mor: aezders of tke tWe czresitions on the inccmin: axceuztive oeard -- betwoon th.

- hieft apd the 3izxi? For Yarmizis, ne, nc, mcl Tha Stelinists have mzde sueh tices
and 3o make Siam tedar. 3wt nct's sreeizcly why e dcacvacs tihom as reltirs e
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Vie are nct new even arzuing atrer or n0t_weber and Ochler wore rizht in com
decning ovr Yorganizaticonal :et:c?s“ of our "regizma¥. Ve costond of crursc trat
tasy were wrong. 3But.let us assumc for a moacnt tkat therc were grouni for Aheir
condsrmnation of us. 3ZEver in that case, the blce ras aobsoluiely imdormissidle. f/
weterites, hed thoy been principled peliticians, womld kave hod Yo say: The erguni-
zacional metheds aad rogime off Casnen and.Shachtzan arc indubitatly dad. Furtrkor-
mor3, by thoir false position on "crgonic unity" thoy are adble to figat the Ochlor-

- itcs urnly half-neartedly and healf-succossfully. Yoi, on the decisave nolitichl cusg-

tions, we agroe with the zain linc of -5, end with th2 main line of their fight
egeinst thv ultra-Left scctorians, intarnational epliticrs, the onti- -Treotskyists,

thot is, the Ocklorites. we must theraferc ally cursclves at cvory voint wish 4he

NC whnich is fighting the menace of Oehle:ism; if it Is weak, we rust sitrengtiien i4;
under no circuzstances, however, vill we give the Cchlerites the slichtest tit of
ccrfort, either political er orzarnizao tlo“al. Our erzsanizaticnal differences with
the NC-zajerity we will scttle -- but witrhin the solere of our prizcipled cgrecment !
with it, i2 our o way, and without ellyirg ourscives for tiis purposc with tzcse
olemants with vihox we have nothing 2t all in comzen »olitically, with whom we are

irreconcileble in principle.

Had this been the Veberite attitude, had tncy not deun
the contemptible urze to get arnother vote on the BC cwven if 3
by votinz for an cpooacnt in princivle (azd ending dy doin !
lirne might have becn clear and weuld not have the stigma of unnrinciplednoess Br
ed upon it. Threy would ha"e helnei educnte the pa=ity end vout‘ cozradcs, and i
owa fection _e:bers tec btoet; thoy weuld have helped creopare the CLA comrades feor
the eventuality o 2 struggle azninst the azti-Trotskyisis in ithe =ow party instend
of prepnaring them tc serve as shicld-bearers for this reactionary tendency. - Thoy
might hove served as a progrossive feactor; they sarved inztead as a retrogrossiv
cze, as an obstacle to the advonce of the zovement, as tne mud in every clear strocm:.

i f”’°5101u blccs. botwaca reovelutiozory orineinle
and clique intrizues., It is this contrast which foeilistated the solution of the
e

intoranl 0rob1~m with which wo werc socn to be facad inside the uvaited party.

Yet, it!'s az ill wind that bdlews nobcdy gocd. IL the tiebe ri as, by tq
stemeful conduct at the (La convention, coztrituted mothins positive to the ~cvcne:u.
they nt least cre~*=ﬁ a situntiecz rwhici arforded us ilie conerete onportunity of
drawing a living countrast betweon isrxian politics o=d unprinciplad combinst ionisz,
between admiszidle blocs rnd in

"

THE WORKZES PASTY UP 70 TXI JUE PISNUM

The bullding of an effective pelitical varty, especially a reveluiicnary lizrx-
ian prrty, is hardly t:ze simplest thing ir the world, ani unfortunctely there are

ro cut—ani—irlnd universal forzulase wiick can be azdlied to every situation ai every
time. Vrat we have to go by are the geueral experiences of tha revclutiorary meves-

ment; whal we can alvways guiie curselves ©y is th2 zocd mile: base yovrselves always
on the tcosted and urassailable principles of Hurxism ard after zakizg a pslitical
analysis 9 cach cozecrete siturtlo Yy ent peliticaliy; zvoid rigid fcrtalism, su
Jective consideraticns, personal coxbirzations, cld projuiiccs; allew for the aid
vhickh time and corrcberating events will zlways drinz to yoor colitical lice, 3ut
above all, have a peliticzl linc, tased upgen a pelitical aaclysis of the situation

- A 19N
or problem wnick is befcre you concretely.
Tita theose geacral ral

hen a daz 2head and tc to e

Zanizational m2theds, sc viclently criticizcd by all :cur inzer-party opronents, WIrS
f accidiont, ¢f cpiscdic continzoney, tut, on the ccr-
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r Duildicg tkc party, wo kave boon able to sex
zr2d in-advance az criin;1v, Mhat teo is way Our cr-
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nct the product of cavrice,
trary, the lcgical, thovght-out preduct of a consistent pcl-tlcal 11n».




