RESOLUTION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONG O WePeUsSele Junc 19%25
PLENUM OF N.Ce BY CANNON AND SHACHT:HAN

(First éight scctions adopted with “Test amendmentse Letuils of votos in
Plenum minutes. ) '

le The cardinal test of all revolutiomury Marrists in theprerent epoch iz the
position they take toward the problem of the Fourth Internaticnal and the
consistent work they carry oun to advance the movement for its actunl formation,
The ignoble collapse of the Second and Third Internationals, tho catastrophice
advance of Fascism, the imminence of a new imperialist world war and :he prop-
aration of the old Internationals for a new sociul petriotic betraynl, tho

?oed of a revolutionary defense of the Soviet Union laft ir the lurch ty the
international socisldemocracy and undermiaed by the treachcrous policy of
Stelinism - all these factors combine to raise the question of the Fourth Ip-
ternational as the first and most important task of tho world vinguards

2s  Thoe determining factor in the political activity of every naticnal perty
or group in the present epoch is its attitude toward proletarian internation-
a11§nu Without a firm intcrnetionalist program and an active internationul
policy, a consistent revolutionary activity is impossibles Our Decluration
of Principles is not a fulfillment of our internetional olligations, but only
a statoment of theme The decisions of our Pittsburgh Plenun arc not the con-
sgmmation of these obligations; they arc the second important step in that
directions It is now necessary to take the next stepe This next step, more
over, must be taken with the full consciousncss of the party memborship as =
wh?le. To do this, the party must unequivocally reject cvery tendency to do-
‘gall the party from the internationalist oricntation of the Declaration of
rinciples, or to treat it flippantly -or deprecatingly -as was the case, for
example, in the articlcs of L. F. B donz in the "Modern Monthly," Tho Polite-
ical Committee has rightly rojected"and dissociated itself from the position
of Budenzs The party must no less firmly reject a passive attitude toward
the question of the Fourth International, which could express itself in hesi-
tancy or reluctance to take steps for which the conditions are maturcd aad
which are dictated by the needs of the movemente Revolutionary intornationalism

means primarily: activc and systematic collaboration betwecn the intsrnation-
alists of all countries,

e It is not our task at presemt to "proclaim" the Fourth International, but
to take those measures at every given moment which can bert edvance the move
nent for the Fourth Internationz:l and lead to its earlicst formutione The
Pittsburgh Plenum took such & step in eccepting in principlec the proposal that
the Workers Party, the United Dutch Party (R.S.%.P.) and th. International
Communist Leagwe couporate in the prepuration of the basic documents for a
world program and the possible issuance of an internationel bullctine We now
have before us the proposel to issue an open letter for the Fourth Interna-
tional in the name of thesc throe orgunizations end to sct up o provisionel
contact committoc between those parties and groups which stand upon the po-
sition of tho Fourth Internationals The Provisional Committeo. is to be en-
trustedwith the issuance of an Informetion Bulletin and the working out of the
programmatic documcnts of the Fourth Intornational, The Plcnum horaby accepts
this proposal as the next step in the active work of our party for the Fourth
International and instructs the Political Committee to carry it into offects

lis  The inttiation of this action by the throe named organizations - Intere
national Communist Leaguc, R.S.A.P, and Workers Party - procecds logically
from the fact that at thc present time they constitute the threec most lmpogt-
ant orgenizations which have not onlydeclared inprinciple for the Fourth In-
ternational .but have proved in practice that they are ready to work actively
for it on every possible occasiones The I.C.lLs has carried on-o consistent
activity anlong this line for the past year and a half. The Ugited Dutch Party
has declared for the Fourth International at its founding convention, and we
note with great satisfaction that comrades Schmidt and Sneevliet, thoe rep-
resentatives of this party at the Paris Conference, in Februory, conducted o
vigorous fight in harmony with the spirit of their party program on this ques-
tions Similarly, the Workers Party has from its inception shorm its readiness
to collaborate with all the forces genuinely working for the Fourth Intcrna-
tional, A combination of these organizations in joint activity on the Interw
notionul field is an unpostponable necessitye. '

5. The Plenum deems it unwise to delay the issuance of the OPEN LEITER of
these three organizations until the parties and groups affiliated with the
London-Amsterdam Bureau have been approached for their signatures. This would
gimply be o futile gesture which would ondy entail a costly loss of time and
even sow illusions as to the positicn of those parties which has been suffi-
'ciently wstoblished in practices Tho London-Amsterdam Bureau, which has becn
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inexistence for more than a year and & half, has met from time to time only to
reocrd the bankruptey of the Second and Third Internationals and to reject the
proposals for o new Internationcl which flows logically from such a position,
In tho light of its history, the London-Amsterdem Bureau connot be considered as
a force far the Fourth International, but rather as an obstacle to its develop=
ment, o tcmporary shelter for Centrist leaders who need a protection from their
own Left wing in an international assoeiction which commits thom and obligates
them to nothinge That there is a movement inside tho orgonizations affiliated
with the London-Amsterdem Bureau for the Foirth International is indubitable,
But what is neecded is not diplomatic maneuvers with the leaders who seek to muffie
and domoralize this movement but an nction which will help to bring it into the
open and clarify ite Thc proposed OFEN LETTER ocan serve precisely this purpose
ot the present time: to demonstrate in action that important revolutionary group-
ings are actually working for the Fourth International, to give the sentiments
in the ranks of all parties and organizations a point of crystallization, and to

c?nfront the leaders who have declared in words for the Fourth International with
direct prcposals for concrete action,

6e The collaboration of different orgenmizations, parties and groups, in the
preparetorywork for the formation of the Fourth International is conceivable only
on the basis of a cojymon program end a consistent daily practice in harmony with
ite Such a collaborution is in no sense a form of the united front, and the rules
of the united front do not epplys The united front is a form of_E;actiéal coopora-
tion petween organizations having different progrems to carry out. specific actions,
?he PRCVISIONAL CONTACT COMMITTEE Tor the Fourth International, on the other hand,
is ?o bo understood as a form of political collaboration between organizations
having the came basic principles to advance the movement for a new world partye
Thereforc, the decisive oriterion for the selection of allies in this task is the
program and the practice of the organizations and groups under consideration. -

7¢ There is no reason to delay the issuance of the OPEN LETTER until it has
been approved by the various small groups which speak in general for a new Inter-
natiorale In most cases, our movement has little or nothing in common with the
various little groups and sects which have only a clique or artificial basis of
evistences We procced from the peint of view that the forces of the Fourth Intore
notional must begin with what they have, andwhet we have is wecll known, The Work-
ers Parvy, the ReS.A.P, and the T.C.L., as the three mogt important organizations
now uraubigrously committed to the Fourth Injernational and actually working for
it, have the obdigation to take the initial stepse The proposal for the OPEN LETTER
clearly provides that other organizations shall be invited to add their signatures
and collaborate in further work, This wuould give especially such organizations
as the S.A.Pe of Germany and the International Youth Bureau at Stockholm an oppor-
tunity to define their position morc clearly, without meanwhile delaying any
action on the part of those who are ready to proceed forthwiths -

8s The decision of the Pittsburgh Plenum to collaborate with the B.S.A.P.
ard the I.C.L. - a decision made possible and necessary by the fact that all three
orgenjzations stund on a common principled basis and pursue the same aims - log~
ically establishes a relationship to these organizations as allies in the most
responsible task of this epoch: the common struggle for the Fourth Internationals
For cach organization this means an obligation, while retaining its own autonomy, to
cooperate loyally with the others on every fielde By this collaboration, the
Workors Party thereby declares its confidence in the revolutionary integrity of
these tvwo organizations and its belicf that their principle aims are identical
with our own,

9¢ The entry of some sections of the I.C.L. into socialist partios  of Europe,
in order to work within them for the advancement of the Fourth International,
is, in our opinion, a tactical guestion concerning which differences of opinion
are permissible, Neither theoretical consideration, nor historic precedents,
warrant the contention that the ontry of e revolutionary Marxian group into a re-
foruist or Contrist orgenization is in itself a betrayal of principles What is
decisive ip such cases where the revoliticnary Marxists are unable at the moment
to form an independcnt party of their owa, is the naturc of the work carried on
within the Centrist or reformist purtics, the prograom on the basis of which it is
carricd out, and the goal toward whica iv strivese The work of the Bolshevik-
Leninist group in the French Socialist Pavty (SRIO) over a period of seven gonths
givos no ground for condemning them as "cecpitulutors,” On the cOﬁtrary,.the%r
political activity inside tho SFIC, as reflected in tneir organ, "La Verltef
has been permeated with the spirit of rezolutionary Marxism ond the intransigent

(over)
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ctruggle for the Fourth Internutional and its ideas. This is shown with soecinl
emphasis in their programmatic maniferto "Whither Framcef" (New Internationel,

iloy 1935) and their progrem-resolution for the national convention of the LFT!)

(New Militent, Wune 1, 1935),

10e  The characterization of the I.C.L. as "capitulators" and "betrayers
of the Fourth Internationel"™ Zuck, Oehler, Stemm, Basky, Eiffel) is irpermis-
sible calumny of an ally of the Workers Party on theinternational field which
must be condemned by the partye. The Vorkers Party considers its collaberasion
with the I.C.L. and R.S.A.P. as having an unambiguous political und orgenina~
tional significance, It is incompatible with such a relationship for the
Vorlere Porty to tolerate hostile,malicious and slanderous sttacks upon its
€llless By the same token, if the ReS.A.P. or the I.C.L, wero to tolerate in
their ranks similar attacks upon the Workers Party, we would have the right
to objeet to them as a violation of the relutionship between the orgonizations,
Vic could not continue a ccllaboration withthe I.C.L. if, for example, it
werc o tolerate as its American seotion such a group as that of Weisbord which
declares that the Workers Party is composdd of "betrayers" and devotes itself
to the commission of "ecrimes" ugainst the working classe Similarly, our col~
laboration with the I.C.L. would become & mockery, an inconsistency, a fraud
end hypoericy if we wers to tolerate in our ranks the conception thut the I.CeLle
is composed of or led by "cepitulators,” Mliquidators," "betrayers," "ilenshe-
viks," "Uentrists," "assistonts of social-patriots",etcs, or that tho policy
of the ICL has departed inprinciple frop rovolutionary Marxism and has led to
a "capitulation" to socinldumocracye

1l. Tf our party really held such a point of view it would be a betrayal

of the interests of the Fourth Internafional evem to sesk the collaboration
of the I.C.L. in ibks founding. Elementary political honesty, on the controry,
would demand thc launching of a strugglo against the "capitulators" and "ecne
trists" of the L.C.L. and a troining of our membership and sympathizing circles
in that spirit - as we do in the cose of tho Second and Third Internationalss

Our party does not hold such a view, Elementary political honesty therefare
 dictates that we carry on a struggle inside our party against such slanderous
propagande and its authors, o :

12, In line with our general course, it isincumbent upon the Spartacus
Youth League to strengthen those clements inside the Intornational Youth Bureau
thet rre ready to work for the Fourth International not only in words but in
dovdse Up until now the influence of the Scandinavian and S.A.P. ropresent-
otives inside this Bureau hes not been consistently exerted toward this end,

It is on uvntenable situation when the roprusentative of this Burscu, which is
comitted to the Fourth International, ullows himself to dpea ageinst it as he
did at the Paris Conference in February. Swuch conduct not only wiclates the
formnl position of the Bureau on this question but does not rofleet tho

actual rclationship of forces within ite The Spartacus Youth League can there-
fore continue to remain in the Bureau only on the conditjon that the latter
straightforwardly supports the movemunt f£or the Fourth International and hos
this tendency reflected in the activities and leadership”of thc Bureau,

# dHHF
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The Peclaration of Principles of the W.F. contains the following sta%e-
ments as to the lasks of the Party on the natinonal and international fisld. "The
Worizers Party of the U.S. is fourded on the great principles of revolvticnary
credry eud praccics steted by Merx and iLenin and tesSed by the experience of
the class struggle on an internotional scele, above all irn the Russian Revol-
ut jor of 1917 (the “October Revolution"). The Jorkers Purty conceives as its
duty the realistic appiization of thzse priaciples to tho pzesent historical
siluation, Since its primery task is the defest of the enemy at home - ihe
ove.ihrew of the capitalist govermient of the U.ited States - the Workers Party
wili seek, first and foremost, to demonstrate to Lhe working class of the U.S.
end its allies that the application of the prineiples of revolutionary Marxism
is tle sole means for the fulfillment of their historical needs and interests".

"The workers! revolution by its very nature is international in charac-
teres Beginning in one or more countries it must beextended progressively to
others wuntil it embraces the entire world end establishes socialism as 'a world
systems The revolutionary party must therefore be en international party with -
sections in every country, We are therefore committed to the formetion af new
revolutionary parties throughout the world and their union ima New Interna-
tionals The needs of the working class movement in earlier periods of capital-
ist development led to the formation of the First and later the Second Inter-
national, and demanded the esteblishment of the Third International when the
Second betrayed the working olass in the war and post-war orisise Today the
existing 8econd and Thitd Internationals are bankrupte The problem of inter-
national organization cannot be met by an amalgemation of the Second and Third
Intornationals or by an International based on & mixture of the bankrupt
policics of the twoe A new, ise., o Fourth, International, based on the theo-
retic and strategic principles laid down by Marx end Lenin, representing the
historic continuity of the international revolutionary movement, and epplying
these basic principles to the historical realiies of the present stage of .
capitalist deccline, must be builte, The W.P. is prepared to establish fraternal
relations with all groups, organizations end parties in other countries which
staud on the same fundemental program as our own and to cooperate with them in

theelaboration of a complete world program and the speediest possible estab-
lishmert cf the New Internmational," ' '

The cardinal test of ellrevolutionary Marxists in the present epoch

is the position they take toward the problem of the Fourth International

and the consistent work they carry on to advance the movement for its actual
formation, The ignoble collapse of the Second and Third Internationals, the
catastrophic advance of Fascism,.the imminence of a new impericlist worid war
and toe preparation of the old I ternationals for a new social patriotic be-
trayal, the need of a revolutionary defense of the Soviet Union left in the
lurch by the international socialdemocracy and undermined by the treacherous
policy of Stalinism - all these factors combine to moke the question of the

Fourth Internationel of the utmost urgency and importance for the world van-
guo.rdo

One of the crucial factors in the political activity of every national
party or group in the present epoch is its attitude toward proletorion inter-
nationelisms Without a firm internationalist progrom and un active interna-
tioralist policy, a consistent revolutionary activity is impossible. Our Dec-
larction of Principles is not a fulfillment of our international.-cbligations,
bt only o statement of theme The decisions of our Pittsburgh P.enum are not
the consummation of these obligations; they are the second imgorimnl step in
thot dircetion. It is now necessary to take the next steps, ihis noxt step,
morcover, must be token with the full oconsciousness of the party meutcrship
as a whole, To do this, the party must wmequivocally rejest every teidoucy to
derail the party from the internationalist orientotion of the Deciarwction of
Prineiples, or to treat it flippantly or deprecatingly - as was the case, for
exiuiple, in tho articles of Ls F. Budenz in the "Modern Monthlv," The Pol-
itical Committce has rightly recjected and dissociated itself from the position
of Puuenze The party must no less firmly rejcet a passive atvitude towerd the
questicn of the Fourth International, which could express itself in hesitancy
or rcluctance to tako stops for which the conditions are matured and which are
dictatcd by the nceds of the movements Revolutionary internationalism means
primarily: cetive and systematic collaboration betwecn the internationalis*s
of all countries,

It is not our task ot presemt to "proclaim" the F_urth Internatiomnal,
but to take those moasures at cvery given moment which can best advnnce the
movement for tho Fourth International and lcad to its earliest form=tione
The Pittsburgh Picnum took such a step inaccepting in principle thoeprorosel
that the Workers Party, tho United Dutch Party (R.SeA.P.) oad the Ibterna-
tional Commurist Leaguc cooperfte in taking tho lcad in bringing various parties
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and groups togetlier for the preparation of the basic documents for a world pro-
gram and the possihle issuance of an international bulletin. We now have before
us ‘the proposal to issue an Open Letter for the Fourth Internationel in the name
of these pxxkizax three organizations and to set up a PROVISIONAL CONTACT COM-
MITUFE between chose prrties and groups which stand upon the position of the
Feurth Intermgticnals The Provisional Committee is to be ertrnsted with the iss-
uaice of an Information Bulletin and the working out of the programmatic dacu-
men+s of the Fourth International,

We propose? 1, That the signatures of the I.C.L., the R.S.A.P., the S.A.P.
(Germany), the W. P, of Canada, the Chilean, Cuban and Russian groups and of thre
Stockholm-Oslow Youth Bureau be sought, with that of the W.P.U.S, of course,and
thot in ----- weeks from the time the draft of the letter is sent to the parties
and groups here named which have not yet received it, those who have in that
period signed it shell set up along with the I.C.L., R.S.A.P, and W.P.U.S. the
Provisional Contact Committee proposed in the Open Letter.

2. That in the meantime, in order to obviate any unnecessary delay, corre-
spondence on the matters referred to in the resolutions of the Pittsburgh Plenum
(programmatlc statement on international questions, etc,) and in the preseut

%e;tgr from the IS, of thé I.C.L. continue among the I.C.Le, R.S.A.P. ard
. L] .S. .

53¢ That_following the carrying out of the procedure indicated uncer (1)
ébove, the Open Letter be then sent to the parties, organizations, etc. dercribed
in paragraph 2 of the postscript to the I.S. draft of the Open Letter.

Le That each ofggnization signing the Open Letter bo asked to designate w--
representatives to serve on the proposed Provisional Contact Committee.

5e That'ﬁhe draft submitted by the I.S.of the I.C.L. be accepted in prin-
ciple as the basis for the final draft with the following emendmentss:

l. Chenge address to which Letter is to be sent to correspond with para-
graph 2 of Postscript. -

2e Rearrange the points so as to eliminate repetitions, make a more com-
pact document,. emphasize concretely the war situation and what it reveals of the
bankruptcy of the Second end Third Internationals, etc.

5e¢ Omit the last sentence in the third paregraph on page 2, rcading
"Nowhcre in the world, etce. -" :

L', Insert in paragraph 3 on page L dealing with various ways in which
Marxist organizations may work: "The aim must be at the earliest possibie moment
to step forth as an independent orgenization as was made possible in the notable
cases of the fusion creating the R.S.A.P. in Holland and the W.P. in the U.S8."

5« Amend paragraph 5 on page l dealing with the Socialist U.S. of Euyope,
to include or be followed by reference to U.S; and general situation on American
continents.

be Insert a phrase in the last paragraph on page 5 to indicate that the
slogar, Arming theworkers is not intended for use in gemeral mass provagaada in
the U. S., for example, today.

7. BThange the first sentence of paragraph 1 on pe. 5 to read: "Since the
concept of the Fourth International was first proclaimed," Change nex* to last
senteice in same paragraph to read: "If it is correlated and unified on a2 world
scale, iumediately in a provisional way and at the earliest possible moment by
the actil establishment of the Fourth Internationall.”

3. 1In the postscript omit paragraph 1 referring to enclosure of "Dec’a~-
ration of Foure" -

SUPPLEMENTARY STATEMENT ON "FRENCH TURN" AND W.P.U.S.

On the question of the entry of some sections of the I.C.L. irto socialist prr-
ties of BEurope (so-called "French turn") in order to work within them for advence-
mert of the Fourth thternational, wide differembes of opinion exist in ih= W.P.
Differcnces of opinion on the question are permissible. We understanrd, hewevor,
that the so-called "French line" 1is in no sense binding upon the WPUSA and ¢ol.
laboration with the ICLand its sections in the efforts to build the Fowrth I1n-
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ternationel is not to be taken to imply epproval of this line by the WPUSA.
For itself, the WP rejects the perspective of entering o reformist or centrist
party, While it retains its autonomy, collaboration of the WP with the ICL in
the effort to build the Fourth International constitutes on expression of con-
fidence in the revolutionary integrity of this organization and of the belief
that its princi pal aims are identiﬂi with our own., On any other basis it
would be a betrayal of the interests of the Fourth International to seek the
collaboration of the ICL in its founding,




MOTIONS BY WEST ON INTERNATIONAL QUESTION

Motion to amend Cannon—Shachtmah Resolution as follows:

(The sections marked il and non-M have to do with the Open Letter an the
Fourth International, THose marked M arc "mandetory", iee., the W.P. signature
of the Open Letter and collaboretlon in the practical steps proposed in it
depends on accoptance of these amendmeats by She T.C.L. Joctions markcd
non-M arc non-mandatory, i.e. simply suggestiors to the I.C.L.)

(¥) 1o That the Open letter after signature by the ICL, RSAP and WPU3. bubt
before publication, bc scnt to the SAP, with a rcquest for ibs signaturc and
active caferation in the proposed steps, but that a specific time limit of

not more then ongmonth be set after the sending of the letter to the SAP

(the saP having/?ﬁfgrmed accordingly) and that if no reply or an unfavorable
reply is received from the SAP, the Lettecr be nevertheless published at the
end of the specific time over the signaturcs of the three initiating organiza-
tionse

(M) 2, That the provisional conmter for activities working toward the Lth Ip-
ternational - cege the headquarters of thc Provisional Contect Committce, ad-
drcss given on publication, etce bc Amsterdams

3, That paragraph #9 of the C-S resolution be deleteds
Lis That #6 of the C-S resolution be dcleted.

Se¢ Add to ond of lst paragraph on page 5 the following:"ee..and the Workers
Party is not at present obligated to takc a position on the correctncss of
this tactice

6, That an editorial committee of 3 bec appointed tc consider non-mandatory
changes in the Open Letter to be suggested to the RSAP and the ICL, but which
will not be prescnted as necessary conditions to W.P. adherences This Com-
mittee shall completo its work within a maeximum of one weck from the date of
the closing of the Pleum,

(m) 7« That a section on the Frenco-Soviet Pact shaoll be included in the
Opan Lotters

(M) 8¢ At bottom of pago 1 of Opcn Letter, after paragraph on Great Britain,
insert paragraph on U.S.A,

(Non-M) 9, On pago L of Opem Letter in middle of paragraph 3 insert after

" s+s in tho trode unions, the following as beginning the next sentence:
"Such functioning of the Marxists as factions in theold parties 1s, of coursc,
o transitional step on thc road to autonomous partics of the Fourth Interno-
tional; and at all times and on whatever arena, ctcs"

(Non-M) 10, In Opon Letter pe 5 change first lines to read: "During the
yar and a half that has elapsed sincc the first public proclamation for the
Lith International, the struggle for its principlcs and ideas wos not sus-
pended for a single day; the number of partics and orgenizations committed
to the Lth International has grown - - - etce"



Supplementary Statement Appended to Resolution on International
Relations, June 1935 Plenum - by Satir,Weber,Glotzer.

- 1- We are in complete accord with the views expressed in the
Cannon Resolution on International Relations. Therefore the eppen—
ding of this supplementary statement is in no sense to be congsrued
as dissenting or dimagreeing with any part of that resolution. Only
in view of the fact that there has never been held an organized
disoussion in the WP on the "French turn" do we take this ocoasion
to state clearly for the record our attitude on the tactic and
éxperience of our French comrades of the ICL. Any misunderstanding
of the course followed in France, any false interpretation as to
1ts meaning oan only lead to misapplication of the tactic and karm
to the movement for the Fourth International.

3- The road taken by the Bolshevik-Leninists in Franee for the
building of their party of the Fourth International can only be
understood against the entire background of the defeats suffered
by the world proletariat under. the migleadership of the Stalintern
and the necessities of the specific conditions in France. The
German defeat was the culmination of the process whereby the poison
of Staliniem had completely transformed the once revolutionary
Third International into its opposite, a reactionary foroe, betray-
ing the proletariat and forming the greatest obstacle on its road to
power. As the result of the lack of a revolutionary vanguard party
ready to organize the revolution and lead the proletariat to vietory,
the bourgeoisie and not the workers wan the vietory in éone country
after the other where the maturing of the soocial and politieal orisis
placed the proletarian revolution on the order of the day. The ruli
ing class maintained ite decaying system by imposing the brutal yoke
of fagolst distatorship on the neck of the masses. DMaseiem, by its
destruction of the organization of the working oclass, dealt heavy
blow g to the world revolution.

3- The workers can overthrow capitalism only with the aid and
through the instrumentality of the independent revolutionary party,
basing itself on the principles of Marxiem, and having deep roots in
the oppressed magses. With the decay of the Second and Third Inter-
national, and with the spread of fasociem, it became necegsary to
recongtitute the international Marxist Party and to build the Fourth
International. Cnly emall propaganda groups were left in the various
eountries to take up this task of once again carefully and painfully
building up the vanguard party against the reactionary opposition
of both the Second and Third Internationals. Ordinarily a long pro-
ceas of struggle must intervene for the reconstitution of such a
rarty. Only those who have participated in the work of bullding a

revolutionary party.can appreciate the diffioult road to be travelled
to reunite under the banner of Marxiem the advaneed workersgs Cur
WP provides us already in its comparatively short existenee with

experience on this score.

4~ The mmall vanguards prepared to build the Fourth International
cannot exist as mere geots. They must become aotive and guiding
forces in the main stream of the calss struggle. Only in this nanner
wan the new party be born. Should deeisive events affecting the fate
of the working class for years to come ocour in any country with
our forces taking no part in them, the task of building the Fourkh
International would suffer a severe setback and we would rightly
be relegated to leading the existence of a. sterile gect. This.ia .
precigely the sitaution that threatened our tiny brother ses¢tion in
France. The day came when the maturing of the mkxim erisis of
capitalism in Franoe set the workers in motion to the left. There
began olearly to take place that eleavage between the classes, the
ultimate result of whioh under the guidance of -a Marxist Party
eould lead to the creation of dual power and the arued struggle for
the overthrow of capitaliems The French working class had 1earn§d
thoe fearful lesgsons of fascist victory from the German and Luslrian
lefeats and showed readiness to take militant action to prevent tune
recurrance of fascist victory in France. This mood of the magsseg



bage 2 Bakir,Weber,Glotzer Bupp. Statement in International Sit.

i d the CP

eflected itself in the two dominaht parties, the SFIO an
;y eplite, ohanges in poliocy and the weakening gf,jhe hold on tﬁ:e
of 'the masess Was the fass tnet thoss bee weresicracies wevs Sevsed
of the masses was the fact a 6B ey cortulat

enter into the United Front against fasciem. But neig rist
Egadership had any serious inten:igndoihwsgggg %ogg:t ggiggg%i SifiAs.

e ruling olass. The danger existe a . PT
ggud:d frgm the United Front and would be unable to inf}gi?cetthe‘
more advanced workers for the adoption of a policy of mlI 1.:ax_l tional
struggle, for the adoption of the program of the Fourth ndeﬁnzé .
88 translated in terms of the Frenoh situation. This woul gt .
meant the certain defeat of the French proletariat in the fig .afzxxx
against fasciem. The emall propaganda group of Bolshevik—Leniglftsd
were thus faced with the utter necessity of breaking into the Un e
Front so as to bring their views to the attention of the workersg, g0
as to oreate a regroupment of forces in the shortest poesible time,
But entry into the United Front, in view of the clearest indications
that both bureaucracies were preparing to exclude the Trotekyists,
became possibly only by joining as a fraction one or the othsr of the
two parties constituting the United Front. Since it was out of the
question to join the CP, since the SFIO presented 1ltself as a masgs
party with large ocurrents rapidly moving to the left, with right
and left centrist fraotions organized separately with their own press,
slnce it would be possible to enter the SFIO with a clear-cut de-
claration of aims and the maintenance of their paper, the Verite, the
Bolghevik-Leniniets found themselves ocompelled to enter this partye.

O- The results of this "Frenoh tura® have already completely veri-
fied the ocorrectnegs of the stepy The disoussions in the two parties
and in the ranks of the working olass to-day. take place about the
correctness of the mil itant policies proposed by the advocates of the
Fourth International to solve the problems of the workers, as againast
the betraying policiesg pursued by the migleaders of the two main
parties of the working olaga. Our platform calling for the oreation-
of the workers! militla, for the arming of the proletariat ip Francs,
for the taking of power by the United Front and the immediate force-
ful creation of the Commune, for the destruction by the working class
of the fasgocist organizations, for the regroupment of the olage-con

bsst refutation of thoge seécterians who opposed the turn as a capit- -
ulation to the Second International,_or as an attempt at reforming
the Second International. :

8- The "French turn" is one road, taken under all the ocompulsiorns
of the objective and subjeotive circumgtances making it mandatory
for oreating a party of ‘the Fourth Intemnational in the ocourge of the
.6lags struggle. Thig road isg part of the tactics flowing from the
turn to the magees for the oreation of the independent revolutionary
Marxist Party. But it 1s in no sense the only road and therefore not
an international turn., Thoge who would trangplant meohaniocally thig
turn to other countries, where more time is offered us and where the

entered into merely to eplit away s fragment from an enemy party.

We beject thig conception, 'The French turn does not endorsge oppoT-
tuniem, sven temporarily, It is far from endorsing the view that

just because there exisgte in any given oase the chance to win away a
left section of g reformigt or oentrist. party by éntering that party,
that we should enter that reformiet or centrisgt rarty. This would
maxe of the French turn an opportunisgt.carricature. It is an inter-
pretation that failg to take into acoount all the circumsgtances
surrounding the French turn and looks only at the organizational sgtep
divorced from its dialectio integuments. Tjose who ignore the concrete
factors of the gpeokfio Telation of forces, the immediate threat of
Zascien, the objeotive econonio situation, the mood of the mascer, the
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establishing of the Unitsd Front tecaves of those factorg, the
inadequate and uncorganizad natuxe of the forcea of the fourth Int.,
do not grasp the real egsence of the French turn. We do nol wmake a

.

sharp turn of this type by our ¥ OWNn 127 choices

7~ We looks upon the WP as in itsel.f a twue application in Amerioca
of the French turn; that is, in ite reecl essence of the cheoice of
the best method available under givea conditions for i1euniiing the
real revolutionists uander the banner cf the Nsw lnternationel. The
fusion of our forces wae iteelf <he moet suriking propugsviuon of our
ideas, that act that symbolizsd ibhat the deys of spiite ancng the
revolutionaries znd defeats of *he working class wers drawing to a
6lose and a new dawn was iu sight. We' do nct prepose lignatly to
yield this tremendous zchievement and thz groiand gained ny eny fales
application of the Ffrencn turn. We pursus here th2 ysne alu,towards
the same goal as our Freuch courades, it nct mecessarily alcug ox-
aotly the game road., Cur tachics, fiited to the acocupllehweat cf
our larger strategy, rust evolve in accorldarce with the Jdevelionuent
here in America. WNoither sectarianien nor orporicnicu bul reviit-
tipnary polities! o missing of opportuaitiea to gaiher uevtosces
under our banner, but only by “he mathods, in the loung ruun, of Marxism

8~ We accept the principle that revolutionary pclitios demards the
complete organizationsl independence of che Marxiet Partye Lo proceel
from this premise to ths ocnolugion that even whore slhie revolutlionar
party does not exisi.as in France, the small pscpaganda group suall
act 1n the same fashion as & oonetibtuted yparty, 1e¢ to fall into ceost.:
arian organizaticnal fetishism., We objected to thig pame kind of
attitude when it was expreesed on tne pru™lem, rsiscd nohb hy ourselvoe
in the firet instance, buv by the Stuliai.ve aad the SFIO, of crgan—
1o unity. We oomsidercd the gentiuent ol ths naeses for unity. unds.
the threat of Tfasciam, as progrersive ani indicative of a meod fcr
struggle. We undergiocd thet the workers who took an unociritiocal
attitude that uunity would prove 2 manacea ir and of itssll, were
under an illusion. Nevertnslode we coraidered .t fales to put our-
gelvesg in the poeition of opposing aus reacticasry thig mood for unity
Cn the contrary, it was necegsary oo digmel tas illusiocn ¢f the massce
by filling the idea of univy wilkh our own revolutionury oonteni, to
propagate through organlc unity alseo the full and onupletc program

of the Fourth International. Thie wae in ovr opiunicu the regt way 1o
combat the moves on ihe part or the “ureaucracies of the &7'IC and the
CP, for a reactionary kind of organio unity based on a. non-larxist
program of centrism.

We are completely in accord with the views on orgarioc unity ex-
pressed in the artiole "ihither France®™ in the lMay igsus of the New
International. By and lacge, these are the viewy we expressed in the

ast. The disoussion in France on organic unity ocould not help but

nvolve the discuss.on of progrem and the tuilding »F a new party.
We had every reason thercfore tor oifering cuar progren for tga new
party to bring about ths regrouvpzan® cf all the revolutlionary elemente
socattered among all the othex parties ani groupes but jugt as we un-
derstood the "French turn® to aprly wuder the cororetencay of ihe
Frenoh situation, s¢v our viewg on organis unity epplied also only in
France to the two centrist parties tlers. By what gtuvpidity of false
logic and lack of understandiag of whet wue actiuvally taxing place
not on any world-wide gcale bout in france, oir positicn on orgenio
unity was made to appear as sone vihioca. stand internailorally, we
sannot enter into here, Ve never helada +tie view that ihe wechanical
joining jogether internationaliy o™ even in one country, of tie Sesond
and the Third Internationsals could produce the Foucth Internatioral.
It goes without saying *thet we coald rot possibly drew the conolusion
from our urderstanding of organic uanity vhat it was neoccssary for us
to join the BP in America. We leave 10 nthevg the explanation of
their queer logioc. Cur own position wag sud g clear.

9- It has becen our atbtenpt in this stavernent to indicate that the
French turn was corplsteliy in eccrrc with the prias.ples of the
Fourth Internationel; that @mw: no 3nis€ nen hale Luer ke nmirsiiured
a8 an abandonment of thume principles; that iu no scusz, ac v wied
by the Bolshevik course pursued dy itha IOCL fractiom in the SFIO, san
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the turn becalled opportunist; tkat the turn was not an international
turn. The WP and the RSAF constitiiled as independent paitizs of whe
Fourth Internatilonal are themgelves the refuitation of the view thab
the French turn was international, that the same road had to e
travelled everywhere in the building of the Fourth Internationale. The
integration of the present revolutionary forces internationally
requires that we reach the clearest understanding of the French turn,
a8 otherwige we will hinder and not advance the creation of the
Fourth International.

LEEL EEE T

JUNEY 1935 PLENUM MCTION ON INTERNATICNAL RELATICNS OF
Spartacus Youth League (Carried)

1- The Plenum corndemns the aotion of the representative of the

International Y Bureau at the ig Conf e in F gﬁgg
speaflng agalnsgu%ﬁb Fourth InterngffégglOghgxgggeaégigg Ii n in

of the Bureau; and urges the Spartacus Youth League to ocontinue steps
to correct the untenable situation in which such an action 1la possible.

2—- The Plenum proposes to the Spartacus Youth League that it ocon-
tinue steps to strengthen the forces on the International Youth Bureau
which are ready to work actively both in word and in deed for the
Fourth International; and specifically in this connection to press
within the Bureau, for the immediate addition to the Secretariat of
the Bureau of a representative of the RSAP Youth.

3- The Plenum proposes to the Spartacus Youth League that it
vigorously press the International Youth Bureau to the exfension and
broadening of its contacts and wherever possible the drawing in of
new forces --e.gs the Spanish Soocialist Youth; and to exert steady
pressure upon the centrist leaders of groups in the Buresu in the
unequivocal direction of the Fourth International.

4~ The Plenum considere that the measures outline in the motion
listed above will prove a most significant test of the possibilities
of the International Youth Bureau and that the results obtained by
the pressing of this matter by the S Y L will ald deocisively in
determining the future line of the S Y L and the W P with respeoct
to the International Youth Bureau.



STATEMENT ON THE INTERNAL P4RTY SITUATION, JUNE 19835 PLENUM
By Caonnon, Sam Gordon, Lewit, Roruglia, Sarctman,
Swabeck, West, Alternate, Clarke. 3YC, GaRre4c,
Viagsonti,

A STATEMENT TO THE PLENUM OF THE N.C.

The pronosals preserted to us by Courawue Mugte, afher agreemept wah
tae Csaler and Weher groups , reprgrints politieally uateraoiv
answeks to the problem of the iviernal sitursiorn i1n ocuw perc,;” end,

1f maintained. could 2aly constitite the platfora of an vaprincipled
combination directed asairsy these in the nariy who have purws:ed

the most aonsi stent évolutiorary-internationciiset line in %he vais ty
These proposals are satirely unacceptianle to ue.

L. The gropceal is made that the Plenun ghell ain to "ooneoilinie
a1l induviduale and groups in the perty on the basis of the ?fc-
larabion of Principles’.” We reject this conception becauss i% 13
neT o ever renctely basad upon the political roaliviee ia the rerty-
Lt 1oXés ro &cesunt o7 the six menihs! exXperienae of tae pasty dum-
g which politicul-princinled tuifiersnces have developcd wihiclk san-
net b2 Lrilged oy eny auch neaningiess formulas The party - LIy
rrvciatucnary party -~ ocan only bve coasolidaced on tho huris of &
peancipled golitionl line ani the 1oyal collcbornticn or all the
forc2s vho accept this 1line arc are proparsd to carry it ous. 1The
faute wiow that ke Naticnal Conmittes &8 gich hag no ocleariy io-
“LT3d pclitical line at tas presont time on key questions. U
Tr0po3ec that cll PRe resoluticna be presenied to the remberurip
For the fullest and freest disousaion with the objeot of sdwuxnx
Woteraining the opinion of the pnrty snc of crystellizing the 190~
vEsa™yv polivical line. We proposed, weenwhile, arn agrsemsni for
nLach 1cal c0) laboration between +he ucerslgned and ooanrnde Muste
and als group fox cerrying on the work and regponsibilitics of the
leazerehip of. kW€ perty. It wes posgible anc correst tc propose
JUSA an agreenent beccuse it Gid not violate anv of the principied
pceltions of the groups concernsd ond because it r.erely rsprec3ni~
€d a continuation of Theat praotical collabcretion whinkh broughs
the party into existence snc carried 1t through ite past six zonthe
1L The struggle ageinet the “lgruptive an sectarian teniency add
cotivitise of the Oehler group, between Which anc. curgselveg there
is a ciffereuge in prinoiple Which ocennpt be ignored, which cannot
te glessad over by o genersl forriula about genaral collaboretion
a8 loe been showr in the pest six conthas '

is race
2+ Ths praoposel for the "establighuent® of & .exooratia regiie
within the party. The party hag elways nacu a dewmooratio regicze,
whish has teen carried out and safeguarded jointly by the uncer—
signed aad the Muste group who constituted thsa leading majority
anl are thersfore jointly responsible for the character anc ooryreet -
usi3s of thie regine. The pooposal to "egtebligh"' a weuooretlo
T8211.6 oW le an underhznded ocepituiation to the slancers of the
O31ler caucus who construe "deuecracy" as snarchio facticnalig.,

3. The proposel is mace that "there be no digerizinction in the
assignment of party positions" an- the oonetitution of party comm-
itteecs "on the basis of political :ifferencaes". Tahore has never ;
been any such disorinination in the utilization of rarty foroecam, mx
223 the forual assertion of #Hig "directive" nowosu have reaning

o:éy &3 an inuireot self-repudiation of the preotises followed in
tn pa.a“.:. . .

The proposal is made that "the press be made sccesgsibla to
various points of view*. It heas alvays becn acoessible to all
garty mwembsre within the limits get out by party polioy. Once more,
1€ a3sertlion has no meaning 8xcept as an implied acceptance of

the Oehler glander against the Politiocal Cormittee's directvion of
the party pressg.

3. Ths proposal is made that "a1l pending disciplinary acicng?
:rieing out of the party controversy "bc digmigged", Trig repres~
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STATEMENT ON THE INTWRNAL PARTY SITUATICN, BY CANNON CONT!D,

en the tendeney we stanw for. We are firnly convinsed that thie
could not Wwerg for the advancement of the intereats of the rarsy
ans the S.Y.L. but exclusively to their -“esrimsat,

STATEHENT ON THE INTERNAL BARTY SITUATION, JUNE 1935 PLENU;
' ‘ By Satir & Glotzer.

1. Tho present situation reached in the plenw. is one bor.ering
¢t o split. The developments are such that the unity ef =ke
¥orkers Party is threstensa with destruction. To avoid a epli+*
8% this time 1s the primary task of the plenun.

3. The greatest tragedy that could now befall the Lmericen rev-
oluticnary novenent would be the disruption of the process of
unification initated by the formation of the VWorkers Party. This
would n0% only_ be a trenendous setback to the American rovenent '
for years to come, but would algo constitute & staggering blow te
t23 organization of the 4th Internstional by ore~ting demoralizgt-
ion in the xwwexsmt ronks of our brother organization in all
countries. '

3, The positions taken by the Cennon an . Oehler gruoups in this
Plenun deronstrate that they are both pursuing & course that oen
only lead to en imnetiate split in the Party. The speech of
Comrade Cannon indicetes to us his wesire for such & eplit, an. the
statement introduced by the Cannon group is a further confimmation -
cf this. Likewise, the speceches an. threats of the OCehler group
also drive umistakably to & split.

4. A 8plit at this juncture woul- oause great harw to the Darty
beceuse the political issues in “ispute have not reachec a ‘efinite
eorclusicn, because the nembership has not and could not possibly
at this tine hava pronouncei itsclf on these questions. Ve are
econvinced that upon the conclusion of 1<eoclogical clarificatson
with %the resultant isolation of the position of the sectarians,

the QOshler group will suffer sucha cefeat that persistence on their
course must no longer harm the Party.

Organizaticn ..easures preceuing a sharp iceological struggle
would reprssent, on the other hanc, a cefeat for the Par8y, endan-
gering ite very existvence. OQur cesire to prevent a gplit at this
juncture is irn no sense inten:ea to atterpt the folly of reconcil-
ing tWo absolutely contraxictory points of view, but only for the
purpose of carrydng on that necessary diseussion that will Tesult
in the cobplete vinuiestion of the Bolshevik Léniniset position
go1nst the seotarians, igolating then, reducing their present
abnovmally large support o an absolute Lininun, ani delivserirg
a decisgive ~efeat in such a way that they cannot réally guwprort on
the wagis of the ory of perseoution beoause no real political dig-
cussions have been hel< in the Party.

Flowing from their prinsipled opposition to the Frenei turn,
their sectarian approach to the probler.s of building the vevelution-
ary party in the Unite. States, the Qehler group has besn qmuiliv of
flagrant violations of Party -lscipline, flooiing the Pariy with a1l
sorts of facticnal doouments and alarmist rumors that have soved a
certain degres of demoralization in the ranks. TVe reject the w-iole
course pursued by this group. The approach of the Carrnon group
which proceeds to solve political problems first with the yexdsetiek
of organirzational measures has led to an intensifigaticn 21 tha
present abnormal situaticn in the Party. It is prgcisely because nf
the pres=nt adbnorzal situation in the Party, Pecause the Party is
threatened with a split, that we feel it necessary to oppuvse any
organigational step designed to intersify this coudition.



STATEMENT ON THE INTFRNAL PARTY SITUATION CONT!D BY SATIR & GLOTZER-

Ee We repeat, it is necessary to prevent a split in the Party at
this time. It is necessary to organize a discussion on all pealitie-
al questions facing the party; it is necessary to direct a blew
against the political pesition ¢f the sectarians. Only follewing
such a course and dependent upon the attitude of the Oehler faction
to the decisions of the nembership can »a¥ erganizational measures
e oconsidered. Our affirnative vote on the resolution calling for
discipline in the Party, demonstrates our position on this question
and guides our attituce,

B. The attitude of the Cannon group on our position only proves
the contention of this statement. The charges of an "unprincipled
blec", "combinatieniutm", is a malicious slander. Our cdiscussiens
with Comrade iuste, seeking a pcacerful settlsment of the present
gplit situation, had no other aim than to arrive at an understending
of how te savethe Party from a split. This is no different from
what the Cannon group attempted to do when they sought te work out

a cormrion course with the Muste group, with thom they likewige are in
fundamental disagreement on the International question and the S.P.
question. In general this accusation is meresly one of those venom-
ous expressions of such politics which secks to impute to others
those crimes of which the Cannon group is itself guilty.

If there is no rejection of the practices and courses pursued
by the Oehler and Cannon groups on the internal situation the idea of
keeping the Party together will becorie futile, :




STATEVENT ON THF INTFRNAL PARTY SITUATION, JUNE 1935 PLENUM
By Muste,
McKirney, Joanson, Selander, ¥. Lore and alternate F.King
in reply to state.ent on same subject by Cannon-Shachtran, etc.

1. The Plenu. is dealing at present with the internal situation in
the party. Discussion of this organizational cquesticn was placed orn
the agsnda to follow discussion of political questions. These rolii-
icai qguestions are not now before us for discussion. The attenrt ot
ths Cannon-Shachtzan faction to make it appear that the Plenu. is

now confronted with the issue e.g. of "Trotskysiu" v.s. "enti-Trotsry-
isu" is anothor illiustration of the utterly uaprincipled way in waich
thege lewaing co..rades constantly twist issucs sceking by creating
such confusion to Wwin supyort now for a political position and again
for so.c conccaled organizational object.

II. At the Pittsburg Plenum a charactoristically fague and contra-
dictory resolution on the Ochler-Stam. faction was introduced oy Cori-
rade Cannon. A nuuber of Plenuw: wenbers, not being acquainted with
tae past history of the C.L.A. and with Co.rade Cannon's organizat-
1onul nethods, voted for this resolution in ignorance of its full
inplications. Dupliocity in Courade Cannon's procedure insofar as the
formicr A.W.P. courades were concerned was, in our estimation, involve
el in tnis action. The Pitteburg Plenw: decision laid the basis, not
for tho solution of either political or organizational questions, but
Bof furmoil, confusion anc distrust in the party.

111. Courade Cennon in our estination deliberately planned to pre-
cipitate thc organizational situation in anticipation of the present
Plonuw and planned further:ore &k at this plenun to secure the ex-
rilsion of thc so-called left wing from the party. This constituted
a spllt policy. Furtherrore, it prevented the objective disoussion
of political issues, which the P.C. decided was egsential for the
life of the party. It laid the basis for an attenpt to bludgeon corn-
rades at this Plenum into voting for Comrade Cannon's poli tical res-
olutions on the grounds that failure to do so0 would constitute suprort
of disruptionists and party cnemies". Comrade Cannon entered upon
Tals disruptive course without consultation with or approval of the
secretariat or P.C. or the foruer A.W.P. courades on the P.C.

IV. Ho solution of political questions is possible nor healthy party
activity of any kind, so long as thesed stupid, factional, brutal,
individualistic and u nprincipled riethods arc used by party leaders.
Wevertieless Cowraue Cannon ana his faction now propose a re-affirc-
ation of the Pittsburg resolution as the solution for the internal
rarty situation.

V. he gtate.ent of the Cannon-Shachiman faction leaders on ths
rarty situation now under consideration by the Plenum is either a
deliverate and monstrous misrepresentation of our position or els
in nisrepresenting our position - as it does - furnishes a shocking
21llustration of an unconecious factional bias and obsession. In
either case, we have fresh proof of the absolute inpossibility of
solving the problems of the party as long as the organizational meth-
ods of this faction prevail in the party. We will conduct & relant-
less fight againet these methods, an. we are confident that in this
we have the full support of the party.

VI. The oonception of Comrades Oannon and Shachtman ﬁhgt.the WePo

tias built on the basis of a merger of the foruer A.W.Pg and the Can-
non-Schactnan faction of the C.L.A. is utterly erroneoufl, exhidbite
again an incurably factional approach, and objectively, 3f not also
subjectively, is merely an attenpt to line up the forrer A.V.P.
conraces with the Cannon-Shactman faction rather than with the party -
an atteapt which so far as most of the former A.W.P. comrades ars ¢on.-
cerncd has failed as =iserably as it deserves to do. Ve repudiate
this conception. To use Cowrade Cannon's own expression,. . we have »-
tarded and do regard ourselves as "citizens of the party?” -fot of

his faction. Ve have acted and shail act on thad basis,bf’this ccn-
¢eption toward all other elementa, groups ani neabers im the party.
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MUSTE STATEMENT INTERNAL PARTY SITUATION CONTiNVED,

VII. Furthermore we condemn the present Cannon-Shactman shtatement
ag a aplitving statewment, an attempt to liguidate the entire W.P.
into the Canncn-Shactman faction. As such we condemn it. As 8a
attempt to intimidate us we treat it with mingled contempt and deri-
sien which it deserves. '

V11I, We shall provide evidsnce of our assertions in the digcuassion
to follow. We propose also & number of resolutions which, together
with thie statement, provide the basis on which o truly democratic
regime in the party can be built, a discussion of the political ques -
tions before the party cen be conaucted, and th work of the pertr
effectively carried forward. We ssek the consolidation of the pary
or the basis of the Dzclaration of Principles ana with the inclusiwn
of all groups and eleuernts now in the party.

LOTIONS ON INTERNAL PARTY SITU#TION, JUNE 1935 PLENUM
By Muste.

1. The Plenun deciaes to issue 2n inner Party Discussion Bulletin
givinyg access to all points of view, and to initiate an inner party
membergrip discussion under direction of P.C. (Carried).

2. The Plenurn: reeffirme the position of no clscrimination in the
asgignment of party work on the basis of political differences with —
in the party. (Carried with amendment "as thc poliey pursuec by

the P.C. herectofore").

3. The Plenur reaffirnse the position of constituting iuportent
commitsees on sirilar non-discrininatory basis. (Carried mith sae
amendment as in motion #23).

4. Tae Plernw. reaffirns the position of accessibility of party
press to all conrades regardless of politieal differences within
the party. (Carried). :

S, The Plenur decides that pending cisciplinary actions connected
with Tecent controversies in the party be dismissed. All merbers
and groups in the party cre to accept the full obligaticns of party
discipline, P.C. being instructed to put an ena to all laxity in
the organization anc to carry out discipline for all. (Carried).

6. The Plenun decides that the Zack, Williamson appzals are to be
heard in accorcance with regular party procedure, (Carried).



.. CANNON-SHACKTMAN RESOLUTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL SITUATION ETC.
June 1935 Plenum.
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Regolution on Party Discipline.

During the past six months of the existence of the Party the National
Committee and the Political Committee have proceeded with extreme ‘
moderation in the enforcement of the provisloma of the Party Consti-
tution regarding the disciplinary obligations of “the Party members.
Thig course was dictated by the necessity of cementingthe fusion and
of giving every member ample opportunity of assimilation into the
Party in a normal process.

Numerous individuals, mistaking the meaning of this polioy, have
grossly exceeded all disociplinary bounds, ingide and outside the
Party, to the detriment, and in some cases to the disoredit of the
Party. This necessitates a deoision that the Politioal Commitise
and all Party unite shall henceforth enforce Party discipline rigidly
and supmarily and put” an end to all laxity in this regard,

All Party members are unconditionelly gubjeot to the control and
direction of the Party in all their external activities. Party
fractions everywhere must oarry out the polloy and instruotions of
the Party in every case. Party members may write for non~-pariy
publications only by permission and under the supervision and
.control of the Party.

The Political Committee and all Party unitg must enforce the direoc-
tions without any disorimination.

( Motion as a whole defeated, but paregraphe 3 and 4 later
carried as independent motion)

Reaé;ut;on on ﬁo;ﬁ in the.Socig;iat.Pg;ty.

In view of the failure of any resolution on the question of the .
Sooialist Party to carry at the Plenum of the National Committee, the
Political Committse is instructed to work out & purely practical and
concrete program of action for the eoming period for the work of»
building up & Left Wing under our influence in the Sooialist Party
and in the YPSL. ~ ‘ . '

It ghall be understood that for the noit period there is %o be no
poliocy of withdrawal of Left wingers from the Soolallet Party or the
YPSL, save for exceptional and igolated cages.

The direction of our work in the Socialist Party and in the YPSL
ghall be oonducted in the most responsible and confidential manner «r
and ghall be directed by & gub-committee of two, composed of comrader
Mugte and Cannon, which ehall be resgponsible %o the Politiocal Com.
Negotiations with Socialist party and YPSL contacts shall be oonduoct-
od under the direction and with the permigaion of this peocial
sub-conmittee.

With the epproval of the Politiocsl Committee, the speoial SUDmERRe
shall be empowered to drew in a repregontative of the B ¥ L for
epegial oonsideration of the problem of the YPSL.

S
A11 looal work in this field conduoted by the W P ad the B8 L
shall be subject to the control and direotion of the sub-ooumittes.

CARRIED.

Resolution on & Publioc Statement of the Party on ite
gttitude to the Sooialist Party.

That the Political Committee be instructed to draw up a statement
and publish it in the name of the Plenum denying the statemerits ané
ruriers spread by Party enemies to the effeot that the BoPkers Party
interds tc enter the § P The statement ig to stress the fact that
the W P was founded aze an independent Party in opposition tc the SP
and the ¢ P and conbinues as guche The statement is also to declare
that not a oingle member or leader of the W P has mude any proposal.
thet the W.2 enter the S P and that all statoments and rumors to the
contrary arg falss.
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(Defested ag a medarat® moticn but Muwte Subetitute which insludes
this paragraph, Carried,) N

Resolution on the Conduct of Courades Basky, Qehlar and Etamm,.

- e ———————.

Trne Menuwn ¢f the National Commltg%g nalls the attention of the Party
t6o the fact that the resolution/at’™p Tsburgh Plenon ageinat the ’
fattional activity of comrades Ofhlst ani Stomw has dbeen complsthely
disregarded Wy those comrades, ss Well ag by comrgde Bs.eiy. .In the
intervenxn§ period, they bave been suilty of vepeated sl gyctom-
atic viclations of elemensary Party drscivlins, o8 Wall as of the
diseipling and confidence of the FILITICAL CCMNI™EE, This eonduoct -
hos serieus)y Qigrupted the internal life of the Party, humpersd its
z:ta;rml 3ctivities and has played into tie hands of the enerieg of
the Party. :

The Plenum 19 thersfore compelled to realfirm the Pittsburgh decision
e administer a severe oongure to oumrades Cehlor, Bagky and Stamm
for their repeabi®d and open violatinne o€ cisciplins and to Warn them
bhat 8 continuation of this courss will oblige the Party to take
decigave dissiplinary measures ageinst them. (Defested

Resolution on the Party Digqugsion.

In view of the wide differences of opinion in the National Oomm,
on the zowt important queetions, particularly the wumt question of
International felations and Party tacties in regard to the S P and
the C P the Plenum degides to open a party disouseions .

This discuseion ie to be organized and regulatéd by the P O whioh is
inatrueted %o publigh an internal bulletin and to provide for
membership discussion meetinga.

The different resolutions are to be published in the Internal Bull.
Reprissnistives of all points of view are to pe given full oppor-
tunity to publigh their views in tae Internal Bulietin and to
presgent them at discussion meetinge.

413, ooﬁrades are 6bligpd'to observe diaoipline during the discussion
aod ‘o comply with all regula‘ions ard decisiore of +the PC
(Carmied) o ' :

o ok ok ok ok e o ok ok
e tr—————

JUNE 1935 PLENUM STATEMEHNT O &.P.

Regoluticn by Miate

The Plenum ingtructs the P ( 1o drew up a statemsnt whioch is to
srmLrise thd eections of the Declaratien cf Principles on:

a) Sp-CP

b} 2nd-3ra Internationals

e) The WP as the Revolutionary Marxiet Party in the U8

anl hagis for ravelutionmary unity.

d) 9rganizational and political independence of Party
The P C is instruated te dram un a statement and publigh it in the
name of <the plermum denying the statemsats and rumors spread by Farty
enenies to ke effect that the WP intends to enter the 3P. The gtate-
ment 1s to gtregs Lhe fact that the WP was founded as an indevendent
Ferty in epposition to the SP and €P and contirWes ag such, %be stat e~
ment ig slso to declare that net a single member oF leader of the WP
ras made ary propesals that the Wp enter Sp ard that all statements
tnd vumorg te the conbrery are false. (Carried)

S



