MINUTES JUNE 1935 PLENUM NATIONAL COMMITTEE WORKERS PARTY U.5. ' L

Session of June 1%, 193 Presents Cannon, Lewit%, Shachtmnan, Swabeck,
Jobuson, West, Gorden, Satir, Glotszer, Selander, Muste, Lore. lcKinngy, Oehler,
Stemm, elso Clerke, Weher, Basky. From Spertacus: Gould, Garrett, Craine,
Strecter, Berns Alleranating for Ogden, Viscontis Alternate: Draxos

chairman: Shachtman,

ABSENCES:  Muste reported inability of Arrington to attend due to distance
and expensej Breier owing to ocertainty of loss of job if absenting himselfl from
same; Truax owing to meeting of Ohio Unemployed Conference which had to be
boesoned fromearlier date for financial reasons; Dwane and Sko lund owing to
financial difficulties and also critical situation in Local 574; Allard owing
to abssnce in Idaho on account of illness in family.

ADDITIONS TO NATIONAL COMMITTEE Muste called attention to the faot that owing
tc the resignations of Budenz and Howe there were two vecancies on the National
Comnittee and thut acoording to the 50-50 arrangement, the two alternates
recciviug the highest number of votes in the conventionm of the former AWP were
to bo added to the N.C. Muste moved on this basis that Selander and Breier

be clected to the National Committee, Motion carried with Qshl er voting against
the olectlon of Breiere In answer to Camnon's question as to h ‘“/motivation
Ochler replied that he considered Breier's position as expressed in the Pitts-
burgh branch as being Budensz's positions Cennon moved that the Pyenum takes
the position that the seating of an alternate in case of vacanoies is an auto-
metic process, determined by convention deoision which the plenum has no auth-
ority to alter, Carried. :

Cennon moved that members of the N.C. who are absent be permitted to reoord
their votes on political resolutions, After brief discussion the motion was
withdrawn, '

OPEN AND CLOSED SESSIONS Muste reported the recommendation of the Political
Ccmnittos that scssions of the plenwm be olosed, that is, confined to members
of the National Committee end altermates with the sxception that pembors of
the Netional Youth Committee have a right to partisipate in the disocussions end
to oast consultative votes, Motion by Stamm that the sessions of the plenum
be opea to members of the WePs Losts . Mothon by Shachtman and Swabeck that
the plenum adopt the recommendations of the Political Committee. Curried,

AGENDA =~ Muste reported the agenda proposed by the PeCs and proviously sent
%o embers of the N.C, as followss

1. Intermational Relationse. 2+ Attitude toward §,P., C.P,, otcs 3, End
ofNRA., - perspectives and tasks. L. Trade Union question. 5. 8 Page New
Militemt. 6o Unemployedworke 7e Youthe 8¢ Inmternmal party situetion.

Qe Yarty questions and orgenirationss 10. Labor defense, 1l. Russian ques-
tion. ‘

West moves the adoption of tho agende me a whole with questions to be taken
ur in the following order: 1, International relations, 2, 8.P. and C.P.
3. Tradc union questione ULe Internal situatione Lost., substitute oarried.

Stemm moves substitute to adopt the agenda as o whole, to take up:t l. Inter=
natioral relations; 2. S.P. and C+P. and then to settle the guestion of pro-
occaure, Carricd 6-5,

Cannon mowos that all the resolutions on Intemtiopal relations and on the
S+Pe=C.Ps question be presented to the plenums Carried, ‘

Glotzor stated that on the international question he and others would submit
g stitement but not a resolutions Muste announced that on internatiognal
rclations the following resolutions have been presented: Cemnon-Shachtman,
Muste, Jest, and Oenler-StammeBasky, and that on the 8.P.-C,P., resolutions
havg been presented as follows: Bannon-Shachtma:n, Muste and West, Oehler and
Glotzer said they would have resolutions also on this ppint in the agenda.

Muste moved that there be one reporter for each resplution presented and that
tie reports be foblowed by discussione Carried.

INTERI'ATTONAL RELATIONS Shachtman reported on the Cennon-Shachtmen res-
oinE{ln, Nuste reported on his resolution. Oehler reported, Glotzer read his

statemcrnve
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On procedure, Stamm moved adjourmment for one howr for suppers Carrieds

_S_c.;gls!"i‘g»r_}"gs“econd) June 15, 19%5 Present, semo as a% first soscion, Chairman,
Shachtmon - Wost presented his emendmeuts om the guestion of Intermational relae-
tions and spoke for theme In the discussion, Lore, Wober, Basky, Swabeck, Glotz-
or. Cemnon, Stamm, Lewitt, Satir, Clarke, West, McKinney, Gould and Johnson par-
ticipateda On procedure Shachtmun moved that discussion and voting on subject
of international relations ocour on the question as a whole with the exception
of international relations of Spartecus, this subjcet to be taken up rext on the
ogenda. Carrieds Stemm moved that reporters on international relacicas e
given 30 minutes eache Carried, Oehler, Muste and Shachtman made conci wling
statements on their resolutions.

On proceduwre it was agreed that all votes be roll oall,

VOTE ON WEST AMENDMENT NO. L. West for, all others against except Lore, abstain-
inga Cpnsultativa votes! none for, all against,

CANNON-SHACHTMAN MBTION WITH OTHERWEST AMENDMENTS (voting on as whole as per agree
ment) Fors Swabook, Glotzer, Setir, West, Gordon, Lewitt, Shachtman, Cannon.
Againet: Stamm, Oehlor, McKjnney, Lore, Johnson, Selander, Musta. iotion
carriod 8B=7, ' : -

Consultative votes: For: CIarké, Bern, Gould, Craine, Weber, Vysconti, Garrett,
Against: Basky, Drake, Streeter, 7 for, 3 against.

VOTE ON MUSTE MOTION ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS . _For: Sclander, McKinney,
Lore, J hnson, Muste. Against: Swabeck, Glotzér, Satir, Camon, Stamm, Ochler,
West, Gordon, Lewitt,Shachtman, Motion }ost 5-10,

Consultative votes: Drake for, all others againste

_\_Tote on Oehler-stam-sasa resolution on international relations: For: Stomm
and Oe:}.Ter’. others opposcde ion LosGe

Consultative votes: For: Streeter and Basky, All others againste

Stemm moves that the Political Committee appoint a committee of three to prepare
progrummatioc meterial on international questions. Lost, substitute motion cor-
ried, Cannon moved substituto, that the Politicel Commitses hondlo the ontire
mattere Carriede  Ochler and Stamm voting against, all others for.

Swobeck moves to elect an editorial committee of three to carry out the deci-
sions in re the Open Letter on the F urth Intornational provided for in the Can-
non-Shachtman resolution with West emeniments, Motion carricd with Stamm and
Ochler wvoting against, all others for. Stamm meves substitute to refer tho
matter to the Political Committees Lost, witn Stomm and Ochler woting for, all
others againste Following nominations for the Editorial Committec were mado:
Cannon, Muste, Oechler, West, Shachtman; Cannon and Oehler declined, West also
doclined on the ground that he would be absent and therefore uriabls to serve.
Cannon was renominated and the committec consisting of Cannon, Muste, Shachtman
electsed, ' .

On procedure Glotzer moved adjournment to 12 noon on the 16th. ocarried,

Plecnum session of Juneo 16, 19%5 %resen‘b, samo as on preceding day with the
o14I5icn of Ramuglla among N.C, manbors who had been absent the provious day on
wmemplioyed work in Pennsylvania.

QUESTION OF SPARTACUS YOUTH AND INTERFATIONAL RELATTONS The resolutions before
TUe pien.am werc paregraph 9 of the Cannon-Shachiman resolution on international
reiations referred to this poipt on the agenda b~ decision of the previous day,
and “he Ochler-StammeBasky resolution on the quostion of the Stockholme=Oslo
Touth Bareaus (On procedure Muste read a commisicution from Comrade Lerry
Cohen, swomber of the New York District Comudtuee, pregestirg against the proe
cedure £cllowed by the N.C, in announcing that plenurn scssions wm.xl'i bo c];osod
aind "then permitting menbers generally to eavesdrop ot will ard with the full
knowledze of the camnmittee."  Motion by Caanon to hold an open session at
porty h;adquarters. Loste Motion by West that ths Secorotawy reply to the
lotter of the District received yosterduy juestioning the action of the National
gommrittee in voting for olosed sossionse Carricde)
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Strecter and West spoke in support of the Ochler resolution on Spartaous and
International relations, Gould and Gordon for the Cannon-Shachtman, Oechler

for the Oshler, Swabeck for the Camuon-Shachiman, Stamm for Oehler, Glotzer
for the Canmon-Shachtman, Shuchtman sumurized for the Cannon-Shachtman resol-
U‘bion.

Voting on the resolutions on Spartacus and Intermational relations. -

Muste offered the following amendment on Oehler motion: "That S.Y.L, proposes
atthe forthcoming meeting of the Stockholm-Oslow Youth Bureau the addition

of repregentatives of the French Bolshevik-Leninist Yeuth section and of the
R«8.A.P. youth section #o the Bureau; the.raising of the question in re the
French section, however, to be dependent on ascertaimment of facts es to its
actual status, Furthermore, that S.Y.L. should propose to the forthooming
plenum of the Stockholm-Oslow Youth Bureau that these orgenizational steps with
respect to the additions to the secretariot be considered on the agenda only
after ottempts to work out a politiocel solution of the orisis in the Bureau
and on the basis of the political decisions arrived at,"

West moved an amendment to the Muste amendment, that the question be raiscd
merely in oconnection with the RSAP, -

Vote on the West amendment to the Muste amendment to the Oehler motion:
Yest Oehler, Johnson, West, Stemm, Muste Loree (6)  No: Ramuglio, Gerdon,
Satir, Swabeck, Shachtman, Glotmer, Cennon, Shachtmen (8)s Abstainings
McKinney and Selander (2)e West omendment lost, 6-8.

Consultative votes: Yes: Streeter, Drake, Baskyé Nos Clarke, Vigeontd,
Garrett, Gould, Bern, Weber.

Vote on the Muste amendment: Yes: Johnson, MoKinney, Selander, West, Lore,
Muste (6)s Not: Ramuglio, Oehler, Stamm, Gordon, Cannon, Satir, Swebeock,
Glotzer, Lewitt, Shachtman (10)s Motion lost 6-10,

Consultative votes: Yos: Drake. No: All other consultative votes.

Tlest moves amendmdnt that any organizational question with r eference to addi-
tions to the Seoretariot of the Youth Bureau bo placed on the agenda of same
only after the political disocussion,

Vote: Yes: Johnson, Oehler, Stamm, MoKinney, Selander, Lore, Weat, Muste (8)
No: Remuglia, Swabeck, Satir, Cannon, Lewitt, Shachtman, Gordon (7)
Not voting: Elotzer. Motion carried 8-7.

Consultative votes: Yes: Basky, Streeter. No: Garrett,
Abstaining: Weber, Drake, Bern, Gould, Visconti, Clark,

Voto on the Oehler motion: Yes: Johnson, Oehler, Stamm, McHinney,
Selcndir, Lore, West Muste (8)s No: Ramuglim, Gordon, Satir, Swabeok,
Glotzer, Canunon, Lewitt, Shuchtman (B8) (Motion not carried, vote 8-8)

Consultative votes: Yes: Basky, Droke, Strecter.(3) No: Weber, Bern,
Gould, Garrett, Visconti, Clark (6).

‘\lr_o_{ze on the Cannon-Shachtman resolution on Spartacus and international re-~
ations: '

Vote as on Ochler resolution but reversed. Motion not carried, 8-8,
Consultative votes also same as.on Cehler resolution except r eversed,

Shachtmon moves to approve the decision of the Political Committee in permite
tirg fraternal relationships of Spartecus with the I,C.L. such as obtain
betwe n the WePe and the I.CeL, West moves motion be laid on the table
wmlil affGer lunche Carriede

Evening Session June 16

Stemm moves: le The WeP. enter into fraterncl relatdions with the S.d.P.(Germany)
on the sume basis on which we have entered into fraternal relations with other
organizations and on the basis of the constitution of the W.P. Carried
wanimously.
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2 ' We inform the SAP that the W.P. cennpt affilieste with the IAG (London- -«
Amsterdem Bureau)s a) on account of cons*itutional limitetione to which the
W.P. is subject and b) for politiocal reasons, +he W.F. heving entered into

the formation of a contact committee for the lith Irternutional and the London-
Ams*erdam Bureau oemot be that center for which the W.P. is working, Carried
unanimously, : '

Motioa by Muste that the Political Committee draft the answer to the political
sectior of the SAP letter with thepurpose of seeking to drawthe SAP toward

the Lith International, Carried unanimously. Muste called attention to the
fect that in his report and summary on his resolutions or irternetioral re-
lations he had indicated certain changes from the original draft of his resol-
ution but thet specifioc attention was not called to thece changes when the vot-
ing on the resolutions ocourreds Agreed that the chenges es stated in the
report and summary be included in the resolution.

The question of relations of the W.Ps to S.Pe~C.P., 6tc. Muste reported that
resolutions had been presente amon-shaohtman, Muste, West, Oehler-
Stamm-Basky, Webere The Weber resolution was reed, also the Oehler resolution.
Muste called attention to amendments in his resolution. Johnson moved to
grant the request of reporters for time not to exceed 1} hours eachs Carried.
Muste moved that reports on the resolutions oocur in the follaw ing order:
Starm. Cannon, West, Weber, Muste. Carried 8-3,

Lewitt moved substitute that Cannon open on theCannon-Shachtman resolution.
Sutstitute not ocarried, vote 6-6, Stamm reported on the Stemme-Oshler-Basky
resolutions Toward the conclusion of his report Stamm stated: 1) It is -
ruicred in the S.P., by which I mean that theinformation oy the rumor comss
to us from thet source, that Comrede Cemnon was seen in discussion with August

iae3sens and Louis Weldman of the S.Pe 2) from the some source that Comrade
Shacatmen has assisted in editoriasl work on the Socialist Call.

At this polnt Comrade Shachtmen interrupted Stamm and demanded a reply as

to the sxeot source of these rumors. Swabeck moved the plenun demands from
Stam all information as to these. reports. Stamm moved substitute that the
plenum elect a control commission to take up the questions involving Comrades
Cannon, Shachtmen and Stemms Substitute carried unanimously., Lewitt moves
thot Stemm imnediately diwvulge Jthe source of his information and give material
bearirg upon his chargess (Glotzer raised a point of order on somrades not
bolor\.ging)to theplenum congregating on the stairs and these comrades were asked
to leave, .

Voteon the Lewitt motion: Yes: Ramuglia, Lore, Blotizer, Swabeck, Satir, Gordon,
Lewitt, Cannon, Shachtman, Nos: West, Stamm, Johnson, McKinney, Oehler,
SeXgnder, Mustes Motion carried 9=7.

tamm stated: "I reply-as I did béfore, I vi1ll take up this question with the
Control Commission,”

Wect moves the immediate election of a control commission of three ond a 20
minutc recess after which the control commission is to convene. Glotzer
movez an emendment for a control commission of sixe Glotzer amendment carried,
West motvion as amended carrieds Following nominations were made for the
control commissions Muste, Lewitt, Johnson, Weber, McKinney, Ramugla, Swabeok,
Westa Johnson and Weber declinede. Cemnon movedthat the commission of 6 stand,
Carried, Stamm moved recess .for a maximum of 30 minutes before the commission
gocs into session, Cerried.

MINUTES OF CONTROL COMMISSION Jume 16, 1935

Test el ected ohairman, Muste secretarye Stamm read the following statement:
"In the regctiations with the RPPA leadership Cammon toldthese non-party members
the WP s going to expel undesirable elements - the lumatio fringe.

In the PC meeting which eleoted the WP committtee to discuss with the
RPPA, Cannon sucoessfully objected to Stamm's inclusion on the ground that
St.amm had a different conception of the 8P and that he mistrusted Stemm's loyal-
ty to the Parly, Cannon invited Ludwig Lore who presents anti-Marxian views
in his Wew York Evening Post column and WP forums and 1s voleting porty disci-
pline, ¢ be present and participate in the discussion.

Comrade 'Y' of the RPPA said Camnnon gave him the impression he had no
faith in the WP,

‘n reporting on the meetings with the RPPA Cannon reported two meetings.
gt legslt tnree have been held. :
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Comrade "X", a Sociclist, told WP menmbers confidentinlly, also thaet he has
told others in the SP, that Carter and Connon met with Cloessens and Waldman
in a enfeteria. '

He clso said that Shachtmon has been seen frequently in the Socialist Call
office, and that ho hus assisted in editing mnterial for the Call,"

fost to Stamm: Are you rcfusing to specify the name of X? Stamm gave the name

of X and stated that X had no relution to the W.P, Vest: where did you meet X?
Stamm: I did not meet hime West: who told you sbout X, who are the party
members who +told what X saw?

Lewitt moved thct each question bu enswered by Stamm ae puts Carried unanimously.
Stamn asks to enter into therecord a protest against the charscteristic vulgarity
of Cannon and Shachtman. ' :

Stamm: Are these questions "being nsked for information? I do not mean to answer
any questions intended to put me on trial,

West: the questions are asked to secure the necessary informetion and you are
required to answer them,

Stemm: The peopko with whom we are dealing are unscrupulouss I have no objection
to giving the nemes of W.P, membersj however, the same information which I have
given has nlso been given to others, for example, in the S.Ps X is the person
rosponsible for this. An attempt is being made to twist things around end accuse
me or doing it.

Lewittt Will you menmtion the party members to whom X gave his alleged information?

Stamm nomed two, A and B of the Bronx Branch of the W.P, Connon: Hes X eny con-
noction with the W.P.?  Stemm: Not that I kmow of, Cannon: Why then did you
object to giving his neme?7 Stemm: Beocause you would have him expelled from the S.P.
Carmon: "ould you objooct to That? Stamm: Yes, beccuse he might give more infor-
mation, Lewitt: How long have you Tmown the facts alleged in your statoment?
Stemm: hboul the RPPA madership, two weekse About the statument of X - B told
mo> today. A told me thesamo thing about o woek ago. West: Did Y give you his
infermetion dircet? Stomm: yes.  Wests Were cther party members present when Y
gave you this informe¥icon? Stamm: (after being told by Muste to speak freely)
Yes, Ochler, Muste, McKinney, = Lewitt: Did you tell this information obtained
from X to other party mumbers? Stemm:to Oehler and Basky, Lewitt: Was the
story about Y brougnt before the P.Ce? Stomm: Nos West: Wac the meeting with Y
held before tho P.C. meeting in which report on negotIatIons with the S.P. woe
called for? Stomm: Yese Ramuglia: Where did you get theinformotion in re Shachte
man and the Sociolist Call? ~ Stamm: From the same source, thaot ig, X, Shecht-
m an : Whot comnection hove A and B with X? Sterm: Only casunl connectIom,
Lewitt:  How did the matter of Stamm's exolbsion from the committoe to discuss
with T come vp? How did Y kmow ebout theexclusion? Stamms Since I had been
in contact with Y ot the outset he wns naturally suspicious of my exclusion,
Ho was suspicious also of Muste's absenoe from the committce but it was explained
to him thet Musto was in Ohio at the times Lewitt: was no proposal made to clect
anothor sub-committeo for conmtact with Y? STamm: The subjectwas not reachud on
the ngendas Swobeck raised a further question &bout how Y got the information
of Stumn's exciusion. Starm olaborated stating that Y was naturally surprised
not to see Stamm who had contacted Y and made the report to the P.C. presont
wher larger discussions were orgenized. Y surmised that the exclusion was for
political reasons ani was more certain of it when he heard the Cannon line
preserted by Connon himself,

Connon: Did you undertake to prefer charges on account of these matters?
TEearit 1, Suoh incidents as these are entirely possiblein view of the political
Ting of tho comrades involved and 2) political issues should be decided first
bufore organizational measures are takene 3) I shouldlike to hear the reply
of' She 1v> comrades fircte Cannon® Do you consider +he sourcs, X, A and B
responsible enough to prefer charges? Stamm: If they had .t dead to rights
it would constitute n basis for charges.Ta'ny cago, howoever, [ prefer to wait
until the .ond of thoplonun, Shachtmen: Why not bring 4ne matoer vp in
thePolitical Comnittee?  Stemm:  Ochlor made & motion that all S.P. comhacts
bo reported on but it was votod downe Shachtman: Why not ask questions at the
PeC, meeting? Stomm: I sew the drif% of Camnon's repli-s to questisns et the
PeCe meoeting, caw thot he was following a distinot courses. You know the situa~
tion that has existed in the P.C.
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Wost! Is 1t oorrect that Cannon revorted o the P.C. on RPPA contnots and C1
Eamm:  Yese Shachtmans Vhy not report the meetings of Ochler, Stamm. M~Kinney,
and Huste with ¥ to the P.C. when roports wore being made? Starms I mw what
Camon was doing and decided to wait for the N.C. plenwm. West: Did you have
eny understanding with Musto not to rgport? Steym: No, ther€ wue no discussion
or agreement whatover. Lewitt: On what basi. did Oehler esi: quwestions of
Cannon at the P.Ce mecting? Stamms Yu will have o auk Oehler, Swebeck: On
what avthority do you state Thot more meetings were heid with the HPPA then
Cannon rcported? Stamm: On the authority of Y, Lewitt: Did yow ack

A ohd B who X was? "16 He trustworthy? Sbamm: A sta3+c1 hs had beon confi-
dentially told tho informetions I tokk IT &8 e complete confirmntion of Cannon's
S«Ps lince I suppose I did not ask allthe informetion I might heves My mind

is not ruming along these lawyer's channels, I said that this rumor "wae
traveling through tho S.P." MoKinney: Y stated that Cennon gave the improssion
of no faith in the W.P. Did you sey that Muste and MoKinney were present when
this particular thing wes said? Stemm: Yes, At this point Muste made an
oral statement substentially as follows!

"On returning recently from Ohio to the center I found the party in the turmoil
with which all of us are now familiar, I was aware from a letter sent me by
Comrade Cannon which I will submit to the plenum when we deal with the internal
situation that it was the purpose of himself and others to seoure the expulsion
of the Ochler-Stemm group at this plenum. I had reason on tho basis of this
seme letter to comect this proposed orgemizational measure with the policy of
Comrade Cannon in re the so-called S.P. orientation with which I differ ard
which I regard as most injurious to the W.P. at this times Ropofrts on the
one hend of plems to 'take the party into the S.Pe! and on the other hand plans
of tho so-celled loft wing to disrupt the party were ourrent,

"Sterm reported to me thet Y, whom I have known for many years and with whom I
have wa ked on anumber of cocasions over e period of years wished to see me,
According to Stemm, Y had gained the impression from Cannon that the lettor lacked
fuith in the W.P. and on the other hand had an unwarranted optimism about what
might be expooted from cortain elements such as the militants in the S.P,

"I wos well awaro of the dangers involved and the questions bound to be raised
1f I were to oonfer with Y although by aotion of the P.C. several months ago
work in tho S.Ps was generally under my supervision, I conferred with Comrade
MoKinney and we decided that under the extraordinary conditions existing in the
party we could best diseherge ouwr rosponsibility to the party by obtaining in
anticipation of the forthcoming plenum all possibleinformation about the roports
and rumors in ciroulation and checking up 8o far as possible on these repa ts
and thoseinvokved in thems - To confer with Y in the presence of Stemm would
give an opportunity not only to receive from Y an oxmct statement of his impres-
sions of the conference held with the W.P. comtact but to check on whether Stamm's
stetemonts about what - Y had said were mcourates It would furnish also an
opportunity to discover whether and how rumors ¢irculated thru the party and
whether faotional use wonld be mede in the brief intervel wntil the plenum of
the fact that MoKinney and I held this conference, We knew of no other way to
accomplish this ends We deoided that by withholding the report until the whole
situation wes disoussed by the plenum opportunity for additional information

and check-up might be obtained, We were furthermore reasonsbly confident, on

the basis of my own personal acquaintanco with Y that no particular danger for
the party was involved in conferring with hime

"At the time MoKinney and I met Y Stamm., and Ochler and the party contact were

elso presents We made it clear at the outset that the disoussion was entirely
personal and informal and that no disoussion of internal W.P. metters or per-
sonalities would be permitted and that MoKinney and I would regerd it as our d
to leave immediately if such were to occowr, This condition was strictly obe

served and no attempt was made on the part of anyone in the conference to
violate it, : .

"The discussion dealt for the most patt with such questions as the situation
in ‘the Soviet unton. the way in which the Lth International is to be “Hui-t 2
etc., on which Y doas not yet have the party posttdon. Y also stated thut he
had been surprised at the attitude and advice of Cannon in the conferences with
Y, Y getting distinctly the impression of lack of faith on Camnon's part in the
+Pe and an incorrect estimation as to what was to be expected from certain elew
ments in the S.P. Y further indicated that there were possibilities of collabm
oration in mess activities betweenm RPPA members and the W.P., and that thore -
should be an intensive discussion of progmameatic guestionsa"
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McKinnzx stated that he oconfirmed Muste's statements as to facts and added
that Y had expressed the view that the criticism of the militants in the New
Militant was not sharp enoughs g

West: Do you confirm.the answer of Stamm on Y's statements? Muste: Yes.
Wost s- Pid you bring this matter up in the P.Ce recently when S.F, work was
underdisoussion? Muster Bo and for the reasous stated, -Waght Do you consider
that you followed the correct procedure? Muste: In view of allthe circumsten-
ces, I belleve that itwms correct and necessaery and in line with our respons- .
ibility to the party, Weskt With what comrades did you cénsult before meeting
with Y? Muste?® None, except MoEinney, Wasgkt: Did you report the mseting after-
ward to any leading members of the party? Mugte: to K. Lore. West: Did you
report your conference with Y to Cannon? Muste: No, M, the contact with Y men~
tioned to Cannon subsequently tho fact of our conference and when this question
was brought yp at the gonference at Cannon's home a few nights ago I rpported on
it in tho same manner that I have now dones Weat: Is it correoct that you
believed the meeting necessary in order to gain information freely relative to
the internal situation in the party? Muste: yes, emphatiocally, Wegghs Did you
believe that holding e meeting together with Oehler and Stamm served this
purpose? Muste:Yes, there was no other way to check up on Ochler and Stamm's
statements/1H 8ABbpresence of Y where disorepancies would have been revealed
and could have been kmmediately followed. up. Remuglig: In the course of this
conference did the guestion of Steamm not being put on the ocontact committes
oome up? Mugte: No, my statement at theoutset of the conferemce to which I
have already referred was such that no internal party question could have come
up, it being understood that MoKinney and I would have walked out. if i{ had.
MoKinney: This question did come up in the. first meeting of the P.Cs sub-
committee of Camon, Swabeck and myself with Yo Y there made a remark about
Stemm's absences a ' '

Mogt: D14 you regard the conference with Y as having a political significance?
Mustes In the semse aboveindicated, West to McKinney: Do you agree with :
Muste's statements? MoKinneyt On mattors of faot, yes. Swabegk to MoKinney:
Was it your impression that in the negotiations with Y Cannon gave incorrect
advice from the WeP. point of view? McKinneys Cannon's advice to Y was:
"groups should remain and go deeper into the S.P." I hold that was inoorrect
advices Shachtman to MoKinney: Did you toke upthis matter with Cannon? -
MoKinney: Noe Ramuglie to MoKimmeyt: Did you participate in the discussion
or did Cannon do all the speaking? = MoKinney: I said hello, etc., Cannon did
most of the speaking in the disoussions Lewitt tioMuste: Stamm aseys three
meetings were held between Cannon and Yo Did Y so state in the meeting which
you attended? Mugte:! No such question could have been raised at that meeting
in view of the nature of the disoussion laid down by use. Lewitt: You cammot
verify this statement therefore? Muater No. Lewltt to Stexm: What wes
the source of yow informationon this point? Stamm: Y. Cannon to_ Shamm:
Have you seen Y at any other meetings than tho one at which Muste and MoKinney
were present? mm: At Y's invitation I met him in his officec and as a
result o that/% orence with Muste, eto. oocurred.  Lewitt to Muste: Cen
you confirm the point about’'Cannon heving said in themeoting of the P.C. sub-
committee with Y that the W.P, was "going to expel the lundtic fringe?"
Mustes No, for reasons already given such a question could not have been asked
at the kind of meeting we were having. Lewitt tq _Stamm: What do you mean by
constant discussions among Cannon, Carter and T? Stemgm: There was constant
talk about it in the office, Shachtman to Muste: Fart of your motive was to
check up on Oshler and Stamm ~ had reports reached you that Ochler and Stamm
hed been haying mestings with Y or other S.P. mombers? ‘Mustq: No,
Shachtman to McKinney: Was there anmy talk atthe conforence of the sub-committeso
with Y about "getting rid of the lwnstic fringe"? MoKimnqy: some such statement
was made, I am not emtirely olwear as to the oxact phraseology. I think the
roference was to getting rid of ®undesirable olamente." Shechimen to Stemm:
You refrain from usdng names axnd employ eynhols vrcert in %o cese of T, Why
is this? Stamm: Because T walks up to the W.F. cfrice froely; as to Y symbols
are usad in P«Ce minutes, As to X, comrades stated tlat his informetion hed
been given confidentially, "

Shachtmens 'Did Oehler Mave other mestings with Y? Stgmmx Only the one 1
hads Shaohiman to Muste: Wnat was the purpose in taking OehJor? Muate: I am
not even sure I knew Oshler would be theres I don't think I fid. Shechtmen
to Stamm: Did you inviite Ochler on your own initiativo? Stamm} I neoﬁl I
did not tell Muste - nyot for any particular purposds As to Y, I supposo 1

took it for granted he, would. expect Oshler. Shechtman: It was mot.in your
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original plan to have Oehler? Stamms No,

At this point it was decided to ask A and B into the meeting of the Control Com-
mission, Swabeok to 4 end B: Have you heard from any . - S.P, member Cannon
conducted negotlations w right-wing leadors "in the 8§.P,J At An S.P, member
told'me he saw Cannon in a cafeteria in discussion with Claessens and Waldman.
Swabeck: Who is this S.P., momber? A: I had to promise not to get him involved.
FemugTia: Did you tell anyone this report: A: ‘Stamme  Swaobecks - When did
you tell Stamm?! A1 A few days egos Question to B:. Have you had the same
experience, do you know X7 Bt I lmow ho is a member of the Ypsls, not sure
whether he is an 8.P. membere He told me there was widespread talk to this
effect among party members, . : : ‘ ‘

At this point A and B mentioned X and observed that he was a militant, At this
goint, after A and B stated that X reported that heand others had seen Cannon, -
ewitt asked questions and gave the impression tending to indicate that X might
ts & person known as/Fleldite stooge in the 8.Ps Shachtman to A Did X mention
my name? A3 He said that you were working in the 037106 of The Sooialist Call,

He sew you there-end thet on other occasions other militants sew.you.there,
Shachtman to B How long have you known X? -B: for some yearse Shachtmant
Do you'know of his having relations with the FieIY group. B: No, Shackiman:
Wes he with Jules Bertman at the Detroit S.P. convention? Whe reply” Indicated
that he was and Cannon seid that X was a Fieldite, :

Shachtmen to B: Did X say that.he hed seen me at the Sooialist Call or that it
was common gossip? B: He said he saw yous -

At this point the Control Commission decided to oall in comrades Dolson and
Garretts Cannon o Garrett: What were you told by B ebout this rumor®
SBarretts said e was very positive Cannon did meet with Claessens end
Waldmen, He told me thds this afternson during the first intermission.

Ho gls0 spoke about Shachtman at the Call effice, McKinney: Does Garrett kmow
anything in connection with the statements. under.dl Vscua,aion? Garrotts Nothing
except what I have saids Shachtman to Bf Did you tell Garret¥ tha® you werc
certain Cannon had talked With. Claessens and eldman? Bt I got exceited in the
oonversations I said, do you lmow anything about this meeting of Cmnon with
Cloessens and Waldman? Garrett said something about I must mean Oneal, Later
ho asked whether I believed this report end T said yes, Ramuglia to Bt Up until
last night you'had not known sbout this? Bs That's right, Eamtgﬁa to Stemmi
You said you knew about this about a week ago? Stamm: Yes, from As Shootman
to B: Did you mention this to any other party members except Stemm ond Uarrett?

E_:_ To A end no otherse

Lewitt stated that Dplson could corroboratc that X was a Fieldite, Dolson under
questioning spoke of & Fie ldite Ypsl named - ,'the name boing similar to but not
the seme ag that of X, Shachtman to Dolson: Do you know whether this Ficldite
has attended classes of Ypsels at my hqme? Dolsons I am nob sure, I oould not sey.
Statement by Cannons "As to telling Y anjathing about mumxkk expulsion of
Mindesirable elements" I may have mado same roference to 'lunatic fringo' in
comnoctlon with Zack. -Thoposition with regard to Zack is a public one and I have
token it publioly. MoKinney, Shaohtman, Ludwig Loro end lator Swebeck were
presonts As to inviting Lore that is correcte It has nothing to do with
violating diseiplines ¥ hiad been told by Karl Lore thet his fathor is a friemd
of Y, it was simply to facilitate ¢ nt%g with Y that L. Lore was invited and

no one raised any objeotions 4s / gﬂt of !no faith in the ¥.Ps', Y did not
express any such idea at the meeting, He said he was glad to got the advice I
had given him and wrote a letter expressing satisfaction with the discussion.

As to reporting omly two meetings, only two have been held that I perticipated
ins Both were with the kmowledge and consent of the party, My last meeting

with Y previous to these was a long time ago before the Detroit conventlon of
the 8.P. 4s to discussion with T, there has been one at my house which I
reported to tthe £.C. and had no further meetings with him, .,

"Claessens and Waldman I have never met to talk to in my 1life, The only time

I ever sew Claessens was at a street meeting at a distance end on the platform
ot theunited front May Day meeting a year ago, Waldman I have never talked to.
I was together with him on the rostrum in Central Park at the May Dey meeting
this year," .

Statement by Shachtman: I met Y at Cannon's house for the first time in

recent monthes  Prior to that I spoke to him for the first time by tel e'phone
in connection with a letter .of his which appeared in the New Inbernationnle
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With T I have exchanged about ten words in the party office at 2 W 15th St.The

conference was about the constituticnnl nowers of the Supreme court, I have
never been in the Sociolist Call office and hive nover edited anmy of its material,"

S‘tat_eﬂent'bx Cannon: I have had no conferonces with any leaders of the S.P.
nct reported to the P.C., no relations of any kind whatever,"

S’catement_by_ Shachtman: "The same is true for me,"

Stomm to Shaohtmen: Vere you elected on the RPPA sub-committee? Shachtman: I

do not recall, Cannon: Shachtman was elected to go if Swabeck could not attends
§j§3_mm to Cannon: 1s it correct that the RPrA hos sent you a series of statements,
the Tirst to the effect that they wonted collaboration dn practical aotivities
Y;'i‘bh the W.P, and 2) that they would not collaborate if they saw evidence of

an S«P. orientation" in the W.P. ond 3) that their perspective was a split from
the S.P. by the April 1936 oonvention, and l;) that if the "left wing were expellal
from the W.P. they would not consider collaboration"? Cennon: I had talked with
¥ o few days ago. He said he had hed a brief talk with T We told me something
to the above effcots Said they had perspective of splitting in comnection with
1936 convention at which I expressed satisfootion in general with the idea of
tokiag time between now and then to dramotize the situation, eto.

West to Cammon: Did points stated by M ipolude all those listed by Stamm?
E@nggl_f_e_ ;’fhose are the two that stick in my mind, a split in 1936 and extension
of"Tort-wing." Wests Con you deny that the conference included the other points?
Comon: I onnnot say thet, I cannot spesificelly reoalls fHasw to Stemms

How' d0 you know that this report had boen meief Esarune M 86 3WLESC o mo.
Swnbock to Stamm: Did yBu give Y the inforurtiny. ~n %he soncallied caestion of the
W.Ps lert wing? Stamm: No, Stemin to Carmon: Why did you no% repcrt to Muste
on couference with M7 Cannon: Yuste 15 just one member of the committes to me
and I did not attuch any great importance Lo the matter aunyway, Sceaum: wos it

on your inftiotive that Ludwig Lore was asked to tho oonfaranco with Y7 Caunoni

I take the responsibility. ' '

NIGHT SESSION of June 16-17, 1935 of the Plenum

All present as before with exception of Weber,

Wlest reported for the Control Commission stating thot the commission hed sought
to discover all the evidence bearing upon the factuel accufacy of Stomm!s
stacement in re Cennon end Cleessens and Weldnan 2vd Shoechtman cnd the Socialist

«all and the meaning of the sames The Commission Lad not conceived it tc be
s task to take up the general discussion of th: internal situation in the party
which was another point on the agenda of the plenume

luste read the minutes of the control commissisn, After one or two minor cor- -
rections had been noted, Stamm moved to 4able the Control Commission report,
Mcticn was lost, Stamm and Oehler voting for. all others oprossus On procodure
Mustc moved that discussion at this time bs confined Lo motion of the Control
Commissiones Currieds After brief discussion the voting occourred:

Vote on Cortrol Commission Report: Paragranh 1 carried, Oehler and Stemm voting
uga.ns, all others for, Consu tative votes: Streeter and Basky ogainst,
ell others for,

Paragroph 2, the same vote es 1, Paragraph 3 carried wnanimously,
(Tne motion of the Control Commission has already been sent to branches, )

On procedure West moved to adjourn to 12 noon, Carried.

SESSION OF June 17, 1935 Present as before, Shachtman chairmen,

(n procedure Basky proposed that guards be drafted to serve at the door downstairs
in rotation and Camnon to have two comrades called in by name and appointed as
sargeant-at-arms, Carried, -

CONTINUATION OF SePo-CsP, RESQVL.UTIONS Cannon reported on C-Shachtman resol-
T¥itn,  Iime oxtended half on lour 6ad then for an adcitional period, A% ,
Staxm'e request the following remurk in Ceaurca's sveach was placad ia the minutes,
"I am sorry I em tfking in the same room in the plen'm with Oshler and Stemm and
Buskys Do not ask us to collaborate with blackguards and slaaderers,”

YeKinaey esked whether the ohairman ruled this stutoment of Connon's wes in

order in oconnectlon with the disoussion of tvhe SP-CP quertione Chcirmen replied
yesa
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Socond Session J!!ne 17, 1935 I, onswer to question from Selander, Cannon steted
t the proposal for a public stotoment in his spcech was a public stotement
to make it olear that the WoP, was "not going into tho S.P."

On procedure, agreed to have reports in order: Weber, Vest, Mustes This proced-
ure'was oarried oute In the ocourse of the meeting Stamm moved that the cha irman
toke his propfer place and conduot the meoting nccordinglye. Carricd,

Night Session of J.ne 17-18, 193 Oshler moved that question ns to the duration
of the pleonun be Egﬁan up nf The end of this session. Motion lost,
Wost moves that we take up goneral plenum arrangemonts now, Carriods

' ' Motion withdrawn.
West moves that plenum end with tomorrow's sessions/ Ramuglia moves that the
plenun do not end until the question of the internnl situntion has been disposed
ofe Carried Selander moves toreoonsider and take up the question of the length
of the plenum tomorrow. Carried, Mustemoves that the hour of adjourmment be
set at 1,00 A.M,  Carried. - Romuglia moves that time limit of 20 minutes be

set in discussionss Withdrawn. Glotzer moves limit of one-holf houre.
Carried 9-3, .

Request of Gould to excuse the Spartaous N.C, during the discussion in order
that they might hold an N.C. meectihg, Granted, .

In discussion Oehler spoke, time being extended 20 'minutea. Shachtman spoke,
time-being extended half an hour, Following this it was agreed to lay over -
the rest of the speakers' list to the morning session, '

SESSION OF Jine 18, 1935 All present as before with exception of Webers

Disoussion on the S.Ps=C.Ps question was continued with Basky (time extonded 10
minutes), Satir, Lore, Glotzer and Swabeck participatings

Shachtman moves that perty members be allowed to sit in the back of the hall,
Carried by vote of 7=-64 .

Disoussion on S.P.-C.Ps question was continueds Participants: Remuglia, Mo-
Kinney, (time extended 10 minutes )e 0, procedure Stamm moves to reconvend
in the evening at party headguarters. Carried.

EVENING SESSION OF June 18, 1935  Kitt oppointed sargentent-arms.

Discussion on S.Pe~CsPs questionoontinueds Participants: Johnson, S. Gordon,
. 8treeter.

It was agreed that summaries be given in reverse ordor to the repﬁa and that
there be no time limit, Muste reparted, followed by West. After the West
prosentation Lore requested permission which was granted to enter into the
minutes o statement bearing on reference in West's speochs The stotoment also
signed by Johnscn, McKinney, Selander and Muste is as follows: "For owrselves,
and we are sure for the great magss of our camrades of theformer AWP we wish to
deny that our attitude toward the CLA was at any timo that pictured by Comrade
West, Our critifism and attitude have been oriminally distorted and falsifieds
For the cssential nature of owr criticisms we refer the N.C. to the seven
dangers in connection with the merger of statement as o preliminary to West!'s
own resolution on the merger in the AEP. We emphaticelly condomn Comrade
West's attempt to sew distrust and suspioion in the ranks of the W.P."

Muste requested and received permission to emtor into the minutes the following
statemat bearing on West's reference to the foct that in this plenumand in
theformer AWP he had been referred tp as "a Camnon stooges" Muste's statement:
"I referred to West as & 'Connon stooge' in this plenum to describe the wole
which apparently he is fulfillinge I did not at any time in the AWP spedk of
West as o Connon stooge or regard him as such.”

West stated that to the best of his knowledge Muste's stotement in reference
to Muste's attitude in the AWP was correct,

Summaries by Weber and- Gennon .fallowed after which plenum.ndjourned- o meet
at noon June 19
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SESSION OF JUNE 19, 1935 Present os before, MoKinney chairman,
Besslon wis open session ot 19th St. branch headquorters.

Shochtman stated that the Cannon, Shachtmon ond West resodutions had been con
solidated and were to be voted on as wne with the understanding that a reforme
ulation of one resolution referred to in thediscussion was pemitted,

It was agreed thot o pro and con vote be baken on each of the resolutions before
the plenum separately,

Vote on the Cannon-Shachtman motion on S.Pe=CeP, For: Swabeok, Lewitt, Gordon,
Phachtman, Wost, Cannox, ugllia ainst: Stemm, Oehler, Johnson, Glotzer,
Sctir, Selander, Lore, MoK nney, Muste (9). Myftion lost 7<9e

Consultative votes: For: Garroett. Clarke, V*aoonti. (%) Agoinst: Basky,
Streeter, Gould, Bern, Craine (5), '

Vote on M, ste resolutiont For:s Lore, MoKynney, Johnson, Muste, Selander (5)
Xgoinstt all others, (11) Motion lost, S-il.

Consultative votes: None for and all against,

Vote on Ochler-Stemm-Basky regolution: For: Oehler and Stamm, Agoinst: all
others,  Motion losts

Consultative votes: For: Strecter and Basky/ All others against.

Vote on Weber resolution: For: Sotir and Glotzere All others agoinst.s Lost.
Tonsultative votest ' For: Gould, Bern. All others against except Craine,
who abstained, '

SECOND SESSION OF JUNE 19, 1935 MoKinney chairmons Allpresent os before
eXcept Webers " : .

On procedurc Lore moved: 1) the next order of business be the internal situntion.
Carfieds 2) the session be en exesutive one, Satir moved that the plenum
adjourn tonight after the disoussion on the internal situntions Losts Stamm
moved thet ell proposals in re the internal situation be voted on after the dis-
posdl of the present point on the agenda. Carried,

Stama moved to take up questions on procedure after recess. Lost.

Muste asked permission to insert the following statement which wms granted:
"Comrade West mnde & remark in his speech last night whioh might be interpreted
as meaning that before the plenum I thought his resolution on the S,P.and C.P.
question was acceptables M attitude to the first West resolution is well _
lmown opd has never for a moment changeds My opinion of the present West resol-
uplon was and is that it is different from the CannBn-Shochtmnn resolution

in somo of its argumentgtion and in tone but not in its essentinl conclusion.

Lowitt moves evening session be held in party headquarters at 6.30. Corried.

On the Satir motion for adjourmment tonikh{'. at the discussion of the intermal
situation Lewitt moved to tables Cuorried,

During the evening individuals and groups of the N.C, conferred on matters re-
loting tothe internal situatidn. Late in the evening the statement of Cannon,
Shachtmen, etos on the internal situation was drofted and presented. In view
of the questions raised and the lateness of the hour there wans unanimous agreea
ment to adjourn to the next day, E g

SESSION OF JUNE 20, 1935 P csent as befores Chairman Remuglia.

Op procedure Shachtmon moved thot we take up first the question of internotional
relations of Sportacus whjch had not been disposed of at preceding session,
Carrieds Resolution on I ternational youth question as included in plenum
resolution was brought fofward and oarrieds (Rgsolution follows - not
included in set of resolutionms). : '

1, The Plenum comdemns the action of the representative of the Internntional
Youth Bureau at the Paris Conferonde in February in speaking against the Fourth
International axd the adopted line of the Buroj and urges the Spartaous Youth
League to continue steps to -correot the-utenable gituation in whioh such an .
aotion is possible, A
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2+ The Plenum provoses to the Spartacus Youth League that it continue steps to
strengthen ths foroes on the Interretional Youth Bureau which are ready to work
actively both in word and in deed fur the Fourth Internatioanl; and efpecially
in this connection to presc vigorously as amply justiiied by Snc actuel rélation-
ship of foroes within the Buro. for the lmmsdinte adlition to the Seeratariut

of the Buro of a repreientative of the RSAP,

3¢ The Plenum proposes to the Spartaous Youth League that it vigorously press
the International Youth Buro to the exten:inn and broadouing of iie conseots
tnd whorever possivle thedrawing in of now ferces - 8+ g, . the Spanish Jocialist
Youth and to exert steudy prosswe upsn khe centrist leaders of group§ in the’
Buro in the uwnequigocal direstion of the Fowrtu Internationnl,"

In the course of the discussion Shachtmon was nsked whether if the Spartecus
proposals with regard to changes in peprosentation on the Secrutarist of the
youth orgonizotions are not met, this is to be regarced as a Jrenkiung pointe
Shachtman answered that it wos imppssible to tell umder the circumstances under
which the refusal ocowred were known, '

On procedure, Muste moved : 1) first resolutions be préséented and then general
debate on the internal situantion, Carried, 2) to list speakors olternating
them so far as possible, 3) then to take action on “ho various motions with

o limit of 10 minutes for swmary for and against each motionms Lere moved that
motions 2 and 3 by Muste be tabled wntil after disoussior, Carried,

Shachtman read Cennon-Shachtman resolution of the- iaterpal situation and their
statement,  Oehler made the following statement with reference to the comtrol
commission's report: (To be sent later), ' L '

The Oehler resplution on the internnl party situation was read.
Satir reed a statement on the internal situation, ' -

NIGHT SESSION OF JUNE 20, 1935“ Muste introduced the statement on the internnl
situntion by Selander, Johncon, McKinnsy, Lore, Muste, Drake,

Ochler stated that ho, Stamm and Streeter wished to be recorded aa endorsing
and supporting this statemont, - Shachtmon reported.on the internal situation,
under Cannpn-Shachtman resolution, o B :

.

SESSION OF JUNE 21, 19 All present as before except Basky. Johnsonchairman,
mpmﬁs%termon session on the 'inbernalsituation,

whethor ’
Shachtmon asked Ochler / his statement at the preceding session in re the
statement by Muste, etc, on the internal siturtion aignified that he signed it,
Ochler stated this was not the ocasc. that he hod siwply asked tant the agreement
of himself, Stemm and Streeter with the statoment be recorded in the minutes.

FVENING SESSION OF JUNE 21, Muste moved on procedqre: 1) that reports on the
Inferinl s1taetlion be comoluded. wibh those of M,ste and: Glotzers 2) that the
voto bs taken after the reports, }) that the plenum adjourn after the votes.

Wost spoke on the motions on procedure, Stamm ecalled o poirs cf arder. stating
tha% Vest was going beyond discussion of procedure, The chair sustoined $tamm
in his point of order. West appecled from the chair's dec?sion, The vote was
tosistuin the chair 8-7 as follows'i: For sustaining: Safir, Glctzer, Lore,
Stomm, Oohler, Selander, MoKinneyy Muste, Agoinsts Wost, Caznron, Swabeck,
-Shachtmon, Lewitt, Cordon, Rumuglia. West desired his provest at “he deoision
. to bo recorleds Shachtman moved thot motions- on procsdure be 1laid on the table
until after the repa ts and proceed to discussthe motion., Sclonder moved that
the question be called, Carried 8 to 0, -7 aot votinge Motioa to table until
cefter reports, carried 8-7, Votins for: West, Cannon, Shachiman, Lewitt, Gordon,
Remuglie, Swabeck, Selonder. Voting agaipst: Stamm, Ochler, Satir, McKinney,
Lore, Johnson, Muste.

l'ube reported, . - C

(n request of Lore thé following wns noted in the minutes: MIn the cowse of
tae kuste report, when Mustd remarked 'you oan't expel Oehler, Stomm and Basky,
ctce now enyway! Shnohfmon replied: 'because you won't vote with us.:"
motions .. nomely,
Glotzer reported, Muste's/  on procedire,thnt voto on the regolutions on
theinternal question be now token and ‘that adjourmment follow were tnken wp
ond carried, 9 vobing for, 7 hot votings the Shachamon substituse, thet the
disoussion eontinue ¥ondght dnd thot theplenum reoorvene tonokrow awl pouclude
the buginess -of thaplovien hy falsorrow wiglt lost, 7-8e ‘
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4 10 minute recess was asked by Camnon and Shachtman and granted, After the
recess in oconnection with proposel made by Muste ard others that Cannon be given
an how end a half to reply and that thercafter the votes bo taken, Shachtmen
mved that the balance of the order of business be: 1) speech by West, one
hour, 2) speech by Cannon, an hour and a half, and 3) voting, Mbtion lost 7-9.
Shachtmen asked end received permission to enter into the minutos the statement
"wo protest against the high-handed and arbitrary menner in which an absolutely
unearranted majority of the plenum sought and succeeded to prevent Comrade West
from spoaking on the subject of theinternal situation in the party so that it
is impossible for the plenum to have the ploture as complete as is necessary
on the situation which confronts ite )

Muste received permission to enter the followingstotement: This plénum wns
called for a three days session, namely, Fridey and Saturday of last week and
Monday of this. It has now been in session for an entire weeks During most of
this time thc internal situation in the party has been directly or indirectly
subjeot to discussioni Numerous resobutions ond statemonts on the subjeot have
been introduced and read by the members of theplenums Long ropdrts have been
madee Various indkviduels and groups of the N.C, have led discussions on the
problams At best the present session camnot ond wuntil early morninge The
Chicago comredes are compelled to leaves All of the members of the plenum are
epproaching a stege of exhaustion, In order to give abundant opportunity to
énswer any statements that have been made, particularly in my report on the
internal situation, we have prpposed that Comrade Cannon be given an hour and
a half for a summary. The reparters for othor resolutions -absdlutely forego
their right to summarize and in their sumary reply to any statemonts that
Comrnde Cannon mey makes Upder the oiroumstences to suggest that the fate of
the party depends on the Plenum hearing statoment now from Cdmrade West is
patently absurd and attempts at this meeting to incite party members who' do
not belong to the plenum egainst elleged trampling on demooratic rights on

the part of comrades who have listened to hours of oratory from the Cannon-
Shechimen group is inexcusable demagogy."

Oehlor nsked permission to file a statemente Granted,
Setir asked pormission to filc a statement, Granted, '
Connon thereupon gave & summary of en hour and a half as per egreement,

West entered astatement as follows: (to be semt later)
Vote on Muste's organizational proposals:

.Proposal 1, For :lnternél bulletin apd discussion, consolidated with Cennon-
Shachtmen resolution providing for seme, Carried unanimously,

Proposal Noe 2o On no disorimination in the assigmment of party work, Shachtman
emends: "as has been the policy pursued by the P.C, heretofore", For the
emondment: Satir, Glotzer, Cammon, Shachtman, West, Ramuglia, Ggordon, Swabeck
Lewitte Against the amendment: Johnson, MoKinney, Oehler, Ptamm, Lore, Muste (6)
Selandor abstainings Amendment carried Gebe ‘

Consvltative votes: For the smenduent: Gorrett, Visconti, Craine, Clark (h)
hgainst: Gould and §treeter (2).° Motion as_amended was carried 9l with Oehler,
Muste, Johnsqn, Stemm voting against and MoK nney and Selander abstei ninge

The oonsultative vote on the motionas amended was: For: Garrett, Visoonti, Drake,
Craine, Against: Streeter. Gould, abetaining. <

Proposal N o 3, On no disorimination in oonstituting important committees.
Shachtmen flade same amendment, Amendment and motion as amended carried, with
same votes as under 2 above. *

Proposal Nos L, on access of party press regardless of politiocal differences.
Shachtman amends "as has beem the case heretofore”, Amondment in this cnso

was lost 7-9, Voting for: Cemnon, Lewitt, Swabeck, Shaohtman, Gordon, Ramuglia,
West, Voting against: Glotzer, Satir, Oehler, Stemm, Selendor, MoKinney, Lore,
Johnson, Muste, ' ©oe

Consultative votes: Fors Garrett, Clark, Visoonti. Against: Gould, Drake,Streeters
Shachtman aske of GLotzer and Satir on‘what basis they voted as they did on this
emendment, The reply wap thet there was at least one case, thnk of Wober on

the Kirov aasassinetion .whare the Proas bad pod hoan opon, .
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Muste proposal No. L then oarried 9-7 with the same vote as on the Shachbtman
amendment but reversed,

Consultative votes on the Myste provosal: For: Drake, Crainme, Gould, St-ecter,
with Gerrett, Visconti and Clarke abstaining,

Muste proposal No. 5, For dismissing pending disoiplinary aotion ocnmootcd
with recent controversies and ending all laxity of 'disoipline immediatuly,
Shachtman moves the Cannon-Shachtman resolutionfor censure of Oehler, Stammand
Basky as a substitute, Substitute lost 7-9 with votes the same as on ¥, ste
proposal Noe Le Cdnsultative votes: Fors Clarke, Craine, Garrebt, Visconti.
Ageinsts Gould, Drake, Streeters '

West asked Muste: Do you regard the oharacterizations of Oehler, Stamm and Basky
in the Canon-Shachtmen resolution as false? Muste replied: "My position on
theaotions of Comrades Oehler, Basky and Stamm has been repeate ly recorded

in votes in the Political Committee and I will not further answer the kind of
question Comrade West asks at this time," Shachtman ssks of Satir:™hy ohange
your attitude in re qensure of Oehler, Stamm and Basky? Satir answers: "In
view of the interpretation given to the Pittsburgh resolution of censure o
Oshler and Stemm whioh was interpreted as leading to organizational measures

68 shown in the Cannon letter to Muste, I vote against & similar resolution and
procedure nows My position on the gemeral question has been indiceted in the
statement filed, .

Shachtman then asked the same question of Satir as West had asked of Hyste,
Satir answered: "Oyr answer is contained in our statement," West then moved
the Cannon«Shachtman resolution onm party disoipline, eto. as an independent

motion, The vote on the West substitute was 7 for and 9 against, as above,
Consultative votes: For: Garrett, Visoonti, Clark, Against: Drake, Gould,
Craine, Streeter, West asked of Glotzer: Do you deny the statements of fact

in this motion? Glotzer replied: I refer agein to my statement to the plenum

on the question," .

Muste proposal Noe 5 was then carried 9«7 with no change in the votes or oone
sultative votes from the above, . : :

Muste proposal Noy & providing for hearing the Zaok and Williamson appeals in
due course in regular party ohannels agreed to,

Cannon moves that political collaboretion with expelled members or any collabore
ation . not specifically authorized by the Political Committee be prohibited
Carried unanimdusly, -

Shachtmen moves as en independent motion paragraphs 3 and L of the Cannone
Shachtman motion on party discipline, Carried wanimously,

Shachtman moved the Cannon-Shachtmen motion on statement in re rumors about
Joining S.P. Motion not carried, Voting for: Cannon, Swabeck, Lewitt, Gordon,
West, Ramuglie, Shachfnan, Againsts Ochler, Stamm, Johnson, MoKinney, Selander,
Lore, Mustes Glotmer and Satir abstaining, Muste moved his motion on the S.P.
statement as a substitube, Carried 9«7 with same vote as above, exeept reversed,
end with Glotzer and Satir voting for the M,ste as substit ute,

: . Muste substitute:
Consultative votess Forf Drake, Gould, Craine, Strecter, Against: Gerrett,
Visconti, Clarke. _

Muste proposal e¢n ivork in the S.Ps . Lyst 7«9 Votingfors Johnson, MoKinney,
Lore, Selander, Oshler, Stamm, Myste, Againgts Glotzer, Satir, Cannon, Shachte
man, Swabeok, Lewitt, Gordon, West, Ramuglla, -

Congudtative votes:t For: Drake and Strester. Against: Garrett, Visconti, Clarke,
Gould' crliheo . .

Cannon=S8hachtman motion on work in BePs oarried 97, same as above dbut reverseds

Ochler motion on S.P. 1losts Voting fors Ochler and Stamm, all others against,
Consultative votes: Fors Streetere All others against,

Oehler moved for ¢al ling & oonvention of the party in three months in view of
She fact that "the plenum has not succeeded in orystallizing a definite political
line on the key questions which confront the party.® Motion loste Oehler,

Stemm and Johnson voting:for, all others against, Congultative votes:

Fors Streeter and Drake, All others against,

The following statement was presented by Oehler, Stamm and Streetert
"The Plenun has not swea .

e ewa
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The following statement was presented by Ochler, Stamm end Strecter!
"Tho Plenum has not susceeded in orystalliizing e definite politicel line on
the key questions which oonfromt the party, The only possible remaining
solution within the limits of the party constitution and democratic centralism
which the party has et this moment is & conventions If the party is to orys-
tallize & line on the questions involved, translate it into party act ivity
during the fall and winter, realize the possibilities for the WP in the SP
and overocme the imternal situation which is threatening the very existence
of the party, this oonvention must be held at the earliest possible date con=-
sistent with the time necessary to orgenize a full and democratic pre-
convention disoussion throughout the Party,

We apneal to the Party membership to demand, in line with the Constitution-
el provisions governing this point, a convention within three months,"

on the gquestion of participation of Spartacus in post-plenum d soussions,
Shachtman moved that the matter bs referred to the Political Committeee Carried
unanimouslye

Muste moved that the next plenum be held in S8eptember, that this plenum
prepere resolutions for the convention, the convention to behold in Deoember.
Carried,all voting for exoept Johnson, Oehler and Stamm abstaining.
Consultative votes, all for excapt Streeter abstaining,

merger
Muste called attemtion to the fact that under the 50-50/arrf:gement, in view
of the resignations of Budenz and Howe fram the Political Committee, two
ediitions from the foarmer AWP should be made, and proposed that Lore, who had
elready been substituting for Budens, and Jghnaon who oarried the highest
vote in the AWP oonvention for the N.Ce be added to the PsC. Proposal
carried unanimouslys “ '

Shechtmen moved that the Political Committee provide for sending immediately
o all the brenches proper notification of the findings of the oomtrol
commission of the plenum and the actions of the plemum on tho ocmmission's
report. Motion carried with all voting for except Oohler and Stamm absteining
anl consultative voted, all for except Streeter and Drake abstaining,

Plenum adjourned.

A, J.Muste, National Secretary



