- RESOLUTION ON W.P.'ATTITUDE TO S.P. AND C.P. BY MUSTE

The -Declaration of Principles of the W.P.U.S, contuins the statement: "The
founding of the New Party on the basis of the present Declaration of Principles
is the one possible step toward revolutionary unity. A mere attempt to fuse the
rrograms «nd tactics of existing parties would lead nowhere since careful anal-
¥sis reveals their falsity and inadequacy, The Declaration also contains this
gtatement: "Today, the existing Second oand Third Internationals are bankrupt.
The problemof international orgonization cannot be met By an amalgamaticon of +he
Second and Third Internationnls or by en International based on a mixture of the
boankrupt policies of the twoe A new, i.e., & Fourth, International, base¢d on the
t@eoretic and strategic principles laid down by Marx and Lenin, representing che
historic continuity of the international revolutionary movement, and applying

Fhese boesic principles to the historic realities of the present stoge of capital-
ist decline, must be builty" ' ‘

. The decisidn to found a new revolutionary party and international is aser-
lous matters It is well known that the groups which merged to found the Workers
Party came to this decision in the most deliberate and responsible manner, All

tho developments which have taken place in the months since the merger - the col-
laps? of th? N.R.3, and the sharpening of the class struggle in the U.S.; the
growing seriousness and imminence of the war danger with the swift rearming of
Germany, the piling up of armaments by ellcapitelist powers, the Italo-Ethiopian
clash, the renewed aggression of Japan in China, etc.; the further devel opment

of the nationalist foreign policy of the U.S.5.Ri oculminating in the Franco-Soviet
Paoct and the imposition of an outright social-patriotic policy on the Parties of
the Third International by the Communist (Stalinist) parties in the U.8, and else-
where and ?he evidence of complete loss of faith in these parties by the working
class.furnlshed by the Saar plebisgite,.e.g., the response of the workers to the
founding of the W.P. and its activities in the class struggle - allthese develop-
ments have strengthened ourconviction that the establishment of the New Party

‘and the raising of the banner of the Fourth Internetional, was correct, necessary

and urgent, Equally oorrect, necessary and urgent is it to proceed as rapidly es
conditions permit to the actual constitution of the New Internationale

' The swift pace of capitalist decline and the equally rapid accumulation of
tensions in international reletions meke it certain thet the masses will bdunpre-
pared to meet the approaching crisis and will suffer betrayal at the hands of the
Second and Third Internationals with far more horrible consequences than were
brought on by the betrayal of 191l;, unless the new Parties standing on the pro-
grem of revolutionary internationplism are built without delay into compact, ,
effective, fighting unitss The masses rally to an organization and & banner, rathe. .
than to abstract or disembodied ideas and programse. The emphasis must be on
building in each.country as rapidly as possible a revolutionary party, with a
high morale, clearly differentiated from other parties, to which the masses come
to look for leadership. Confusion as to which party to follow, confusion of ban-
ners, is the most serious danger today and may prove fatal to the working class
in a crisis. Both the more advanced workers and the moasses must get into the
habit of looking away from the C.P. and S.P. and toward the W.P., away from the
Second and Third Internationals and toward the Fourth.

The first line of strategy for the Party is, therefore, the building up
of the Party orgenization itself, This includes recruitment of members, organ-
ization of branches and districts, improvement of the functioning of the branch-
es and districts, improvement of the national apparatus, development of party
morale and enforcement of discipline, the preparation and distribution of the
official organs of the party end other literature, The P.C, has had these elemen=-
tary butimportant tasks in minde When the special problems arising out of the
merger are considered, as well as the controversics over policy which have arisen,
we believe that substmntial progress has been made in the werk of Party building.
Nevertheless, much remains to be done and the various pheses of work just men-
tioned must receive careful attention in the next period.

Closely related to this task of Party building is the projection of the
Party, its members, branches, districts into the actual class struggles A correct
program on paper is not enough, The party must prove itself in action, Some re-
sistance has been encountered among the members to the demend that the Party get
into the actual struggle. In the main, however, the turn to mass work (trade
union, unemployed, student, youth, defense) has been medes Furthermore, it has
been justified by theevents. The conduct of the Party in class conflicts (Furgo,
Sacremento, Minneapolis, Waykegan, St. Louis, Toledo, numerous unemplecyed cen-
ters) has served to demonstrate its vitality end effectiveness and has increased
its influence and prestiges In this field we must carry forward the line we hevc
adopted with still greater determination and energy, and those members and branch-
es who have not yet entered into mass work and the actual class struggle must
make good this defecte
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But this simple prescription alone is insufficiente In its approach %o the
workers the party confronts as opponents and rivals the S.P. and C.P. Laok
of them possesses a much larger membership, greater resources, stronger appara-
tus. Our road to the masses is obstructed by these parties at almost every turn
We rust combat them in order to clear our own path and liberate the advarced
work€rs from their influence which is negative and harmful,

The idea that the Workers Party can grow and become the mass party of the

- workers by simple "constructive" work in the e¢lass struggle, "ignoring™ihe C.P,
and S.Ps is decidedly false, Polemic i not an end in itself but a means io an
ends It must deal in a serious and responsible manner with issues of theory,
strategy and tactics, The Party must avoid giving the workers the impression
that its chief delight is picking flaws in other parties or organizations. An
unrelenting polegyical campaign against the rivals of the party must, however, go
hand in hand with direct activity in the class struggle, These two apparently
different tasks are in reality two parts of one and the same taske We must win
gver the politicaelly organized and more or less conscious workers at the same
time we recruit and educate the unorganizede These two phases of our work in-
fluence each other reciprocally, The more politicallyunorganized workers we win
te the Workers Party by our work in the class struggle the more we will impress
the.politiqglly organized with the effectiveness of our program and action. And,
conversely, the more class consecious workers we gain at the expense of the S.P.
and C.Ps the more successful will be our independent efforts in the class struggl

In order to combat the C.P.and S.P, effectively a precise estimate of these
parties and a correct attitude toward each of them is neededs Both parties rep-
resent varieties of Centrism and reformism, but they are by no means the same,
Eech constitutes a distinct problem and requires a distinct analysis.

The Declaration of Principles mekes the following statements in the section
on the Socialist Party: "The Socialist Party is not a partyof revolution but of
reform and pacifisme - - Though now as at other periods in its history the Party
contains many miditant and left-ward moving workers - - - the radical phrases
of the centrist wing represented by the 'Militant' leaders serve as & cover for
an essentially reformist attitude and a policy of capitulation to the right
winge The Party and the Second Ipternational with whieh it is affiliated thero-
fore serve the purpose of hindering the consistent development of the workers
to a revolutionary positions"

These statements of the Declaration must constitute the basis for party
pronouncements and activities not only because they stand as such until a con-
vention decides otherwise, but because an analysis of the situation in the S.P.,
including recent developments, fully bears out their soundness. 0n the basis
of the Declaration we set down the following propositions: '

The Socialist Party is not a party of revolution, It is-fallacious and
dengerous to have the perspective that it can be made into a party of revolutibn,
Since any dallying with this idea can only mean the preparation of a fresh be-
trayal of the workers by the S.P. and on the other hand delay in the building
of a genuine revolutionary party, it must at all times be energetically combatted
and no action can be tolerated which gives any countenance to this idea, This is
all the more necessary because certain hanest elements, as well as some less
honest, repelled by the crimes and errors of the C.P., and C.I., advance the idea
that the formaticn of the Third International was a mistake in the first place
and that in view of the manifest ..-. " bankruptcy of that International the
logical course is to unite the working class again in the Second International
andthen work to meke it revolutionery. For such attempts to raise the "credit

rating" of the Second International and by the same token to discredit Lenin and
theOctober Revolution the W.P. has nothing but condemnation.and contempt.

The S.P., cannot become a powerful force in the American scene. Its diverse
and conflicting elements must either fly apart as the class struggle sharpens
or else be held together on a purely opportunistic basis (keep the party in-
tact so as to roll up a big vote or impress the trade union bureaucrntﬂ,'etc.)
If a Labor Party were to comeinto existence, the S.P. would doubtles§ join and
that would be the end of any independent existence for ite Whether in a Fabor
Party or not, the chief impact of the S.P. on workers and other elements in the
U.S is through Hoan, McLevy and especially Nyrman Thomase It‘servgs,that‘%s,
to perpetuate  illusions of pacifism-and parliamentarism. All.thls conscztutes
a further reason why nothing should be done to bolster up and give a morentary
appearance of virility to this disintegrating organization. Rather sho?¢§
revolutionists do everything in théir power to hasten the process of disintegra-
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tion so that the party may no longer confvsc the workers and impodc revolu-
tionary progrosse ‘
\
Our merciless critieism of reformism and reformists does not mean that we
espouse the C.P.'s "third-period" theory of social fascism and the destruskive
‘tactic of the "united front from below" which was associsted with it. The

“position of the W.P. on the united front has been clearly dnfined in the Dec-

laration of Principles and has frequently been exemplificd in practice., We
stand ready to engage loyally with the S.P. and any and all working class Or-
ganizations in "an honest, straightforward, carefully defined united front

of organizations on specific and immediate issues facing thc workers,"

As has already been indicatod, the S.P. is not a monolithic party. It is
necessary to define our attitude and rclationship to the various trends and
elements in thePartye The 0ld Guard (Jowish Daily Forward crowd, Rand School,
New Leader, ctv.) is avowedly anti-revolutionary, directly associated with
the conservatives and c¢ven rcactionaries in the unions, etce The ielevy,
Maurer, Hoan, Devere Allen, Normon Thomas right-centrist elcments arc essen-
tially reformist and pacifist, some under cover of radical phrascology. Their
oriticism of the 0ld Guard is not based essentially on the issue of recvolution-
ary prinoipless They never fought for a split with the reactionaries on a
rincipled basise The issue of "keeping the party together" and having it es-
tablished that party deccisions arc not to boe flaunted by the 0ld Guard, Is ever
now the chief concern of these eloffits. Moreover, at the Buffalo N.EL.C. meet
ing of the S.P. when the open defiaonce of theOld Guard forced them into & Ais-
ciplinary gesture, they swiftly struck a much more direct blow a* the "left"
by the rule against "advocacy of armed insurrection" in the party., Uhus tlhey
put an end to the illusion that the S.P. is anorgonizaotion in which Tell views,
reformist and revolutionary" mey be advocated.

At various degrees to the left of Thomas stand the elements commonly know:
as Militantse To regard the entire wing of the S.P. to the left of Thomes as
a "left wing" already crystallized or about to crystallize, and as clearly
representing "a movement on theroed to revolutionary Marxism", is en erronecs
and very dangerous conception, We are not discussing here individuals or
groups of individuals who may speak of themselves as"Militants" or who mey be
under theirinfluence. Vie are dealing with a more¢ or less organized force and
tendency (Socialist Call, etce)

G.anting that it may be creditable that these elements werc repelled from
the C.?. under the Stalinist regime, it is still significant that they found
the S.P. congenial for so long and preferred it even with the slimy Old Guard i
it to the revolutionary groupse It is likewise indicative of the inhcrent
centrism of many individuals among them that it is precisely now when the C.P,
executos a 180 degrec turn to the Right that they are stringly attracted to it
The Militants never condiicted their cempeign against the 01d Guard primarily
onolear issues of principle which would, of course, have involved a split with
the 0ld Guard, but rather on theopportunist basis of getting control of the
party apparatus in which case they indicated they were quite willing to have
the 0ld Guard in the party with theme They have never worked out, and do not
now give any convincing evidence of being ready to work out enything epproach-
ing a revolutionary program on such issues as the nature of the state, the -
method of taking power, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the charcotur and
role of the revolutionary party, eto, They have not advocated withdrawal firom
the Second International of Vander Velde et. al, They hold ideas of "revolu-
tioniging" the Second International or amalgametion of the Second and Third,
etce They did not make any vigorous struggle against the Buffalc decision
forbidding advocacy of "armed insurrection" and even "Communists" amo=g them
such as Gitlow and Zam are participating in the expulsion of left wingers of
the RoeP.P.As Most of them begieve. in a Labor Party. Many of them have shovm
activity in the trade union work and commendable militancy in strikes. Tysir
leading elements tend, however, to find an economic base in secor3-line pgid
positions in the unions and to ally themselves with or to tolerate tne top
leadership in such unions os the Amalgemated Clothing Vorkers, I.L.G.W.U., U.T
etc., rather than supplying positive leadership to an essentially .ranc and
file progressive unionist movement against the bureaucracy. They leve béen
vacillating and hesitant about collaboration with the W.P. in defenss vork,
and in the unemployed field have repeatedly rejected sound proposais fcr unity
pursued a disruptive and sectarian course, and chosen to regard th~ leading
elanents of the W.P. in the unemployed field as rivals rather than allies.

In glaring contrast, they enter into col laboration withthe A, F, of L. offi-
cialdom and seek to commend themselves to the unemployed workers chiefly on
the ground that this officialdom has placed the stamp of approcvul upon ﬁhemi
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Our policy toward the S.P. militants in the next period must be as follews;

We reject the conception that they represent virtually o crystallized left
wing steadily approuching o revoluticnary Marxist position and with which tne
WeP. may in the ncar future uritc, so “hat it bocomes o matter of indifference
whether o militantand loftvaré moviug worier jolins the Militants or the W.P.
-The Militants as thoy stend consiitute a confused, Centrist grouping, all the
more dangerous bccause they use "radical phrases" and put up o left front.

While prepared at all times to collaborate in concrete situations with the
S.P. militants, as wcll as others, in an honest and straightforward manner (s
indicated elsewhere in the decisions of the N.C.) and furthermore secking
opportunities for such collaboration in order to be able to influence the
workers withour ideas, we reject as unrealistic the conception of o gencrally
"fricndly bloc" with the S.P. Militants as with a grouping approximating tho

political position of the W.P. Such a course could only scrve to mislead and
mystify the workerss,

We can best help those Left-Centrist militants who arc really sceking a
Marxion position not by "softness" toward ideological or practicel faults,
but by the most severe and unflinching friendly criticism, Tpe ebility to
accept ond profit by such criticism is one of the tests of a revolutioriste

In the matter of withdrawing individunls or groups frpm the S.P. or C.P.,
no cutanddried rule which can be automaticclly applied to every situatvion can
be laid downe In line with the analysis already given, the following consid-
erations are to guide the Party committee in makingdccisions in concrete cascss

The primary consideration must be the bringing openly into the W.P, as
rapidly as possible of allthose who are convinced of its progrom and prepared
to accept its discipline, There is no time to be lost in building up the
Partye N_ cvailable forces can be spareds The W.P. is the revolutionary Marx-
ist party of the U.S. It is not a temporary set-up for bargaining purposcs
with another group or groupse The latter concept, whether it be consciously
or unconsciously held, is defeatist., Nothing cen more seriously weaken the
Party ot this stage of its development. The result of following out such o
conception can only be to leave the masses in thc ropidly devcloping crisis
without the leadership of a rcvolutionary Partye

This does not imply going aboutand snatching recruits from other partics
by eny and every meanss We seek to win workers on thc basis of an understanding -
and accceptance of our. programe

Neither does this imply that we hastily withdrow an individual out of
an organization when a crystallization is taking place in a group to which the
individyal belongs - & crystallization which is proceeding steadily and in &
definite direction and can therefore be expected presently to bring larger
forces to the Party.

T.e idee that, apart from this, the coming of forces out of the S.P.
-into the W.P. would retard the revolutionary movement cannot be sustoined.
The example of honest and substantial elements breaking away from this reform
ist and bankrupt Party ond the addition of forces to the W.P. would ruther
make o deep and salutary impression upon all honest elements in the S.P.

I_ dealing with the Militanmts we must work for a left crystallizction on
o Marxtan programmatic basis with the perspective of splitting it cff from
the S.P. either with the RPPA forces if possible, or as a second loyer .
following the RPPA split, To develop this crystallization which cunuot take
place without the guidance of the W.P., the WP has two ilportant tacks to
perform: criticism of the Militonts on programmatic grounds and tae iesuls of
the dayf ond the building of fractionss It is understood that this i 2
statement of our perspective, not a formulation of the way in whic: leftword

moving elements present their program in the S.P.

To those still convinced that they can work in the S.P., we say taat ic
is their duty if they are sincere in their claim to be "revoluticnists %o

Study the programof the W.P.
Elaborate their owm progrom on aoll the essentinl points of revelw-

tionary principle andstrategye .
On the basis of principle to split with all reactionaries. reformists
ond centrists ond to oim at unity with the revolutionistss

-~
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A distinction must be mode between the S.P. Militants generally and the
group formerly known as R.P«Ce and now grouped about the R.P.P.A, On many of the
basic points in a revolutionary program - the theory of the class struggle, the
nature of the state, the method of taking power,the role ofthe revolutionary
party,the dictatorship of the proletariet, etc, - this group has taken a clear
and cvowedly Marxist pokitions On other questions such as the developments in
the Soviet Union, the Fourth Intermotional, etc., they have not yet token what
we con regord as a satisfactory position., They are prohibited from any open ad-
vocacy of fundamentol revolutionary principles in the S.P, For the W.P. to
permit these highly promising elements to remain in the intolerable position in

the S¢Ps which they now occupy or perhaps to drift into the C.P. would be crim-
inal, '

Our perspective for the RPPA is a split from the SP as soon as the maximum
erystallization possible under the perspective herc set forth lias been achieved,
end their unification with the WP on a Marxian basis. To this end the RPPA must
conduct a polemical struggle in its own ranks ageinst Lovestoneite and Stalinist
influence, The axis of the struggle should be the need for an independent Marxist
party in the U.S, and the Fourth Internotionmal. The strugglc must be extended intc
the SP as o whole and should be especially directed against the Militants and
serve as the main line of attack in preparing the split, It will also serve o8

:he second line of attack in crystallizing a revolutionary current in the Mili-
C\.nts. .

This Plenum decides:

, le To propose to the R.PsPsA, joint discussion (in the press, through rcp-
resentotive ccmmittees and in whotever ways may be ogreed upon) on the osscntial
points of a revolutionary progrome

2s To propose to the R.PsPeA, collaboration in practical activities in
trade union, unemployed, defense work, etce ' N

The P.C, 1s instructed to ascertain the most advantageous time and method
for advancing these proposals and empowered to work out necessary details fcr
carrying out this ddflpsion. .

While the WePs does not orient itself in this period primarily upon apol-
icy of wification or merger, and certainly not with confused varieiies of
centrists still fer from holding & revolutionary position, it stands prepared to
discuss organizational questions in the frankest manner whenever and however a
group or organization appears which holds e program of revoluticnary Marxism
and clearly accepts the necessity of new revolutionary parties distinet from
the C.P. and S.P. and of the New, Fourth, International, Further steps to be
taken by the leading committees of the Party in case discussion of program and
practical collaboration with the R.P.P.A, proceed satisfactorily, will be govern-
ed by this consideration,

The long ranggperspective of the WP is to root itself among the broad
masses of the workers .as their revolutionary vanguard, In this process the WP
considers megotiations with leftward moving cmntrists as a means of developing
them to a Marxist level in theory and wractice as a basis for assimilating them,
The first is decisive, the second & tactioel supporting means of augmenting the
revoluticnery forces on the basis of the vanguard party, The Plenum ceondemns
the conception that the road to the masses is through the Socialist party only
or chiefly, .

' the

Among the main weapons in the strugglé to liguidate/influence of the S.P.
and to accelerate the differentiations in theSP in a revolutionary direction
are: (1) our press which must carry material to demonstrate the bankruptey of
reformism and the inadequacy of centrism and the superiority of Marxism; (2)
the work of building fractionss

The Plenum instructs the PCto carry out the Declaration of Principles ond
this resolution which is a ccnchetization of it, to conduct a systematic struggle
aguinst the SP along the lines of this resolution, and to establish a naticral
SP committee under the direction of the PC,
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Communist Party

The decline and degeny8tion of the Third International and its secticns
described in the Declaration of Principles have proceeded with startling rap-
idity dvrirg recent monthse The Stalinist leadership now takes an open social-
patriotic position. thus preparing the way, unless the new parties are rapjdly
Puilt and consolidated in the New International, for a betrayal of the masses
in the next war-crisis which will have far more ghastly consequences that the
betrayal of 191l, The principle of party democracy has bemm even morc ruba-
iessly vialated than in the past though that seemed impossible, bota in the
S.U. and in Communist parties in other lands, A convincing example of *+he
stultification in which the abrogation of party demecracy results has been
given in the acceptance of a 180 degree turn on the trade union, labor party,
social fascist and united front questions by the C.P.U.S, without any party
discussion and without the slightest revulsion being shown by the .membershipe
Unquestionably membership in the C.P. has a corrupting and demoralizing effect
upon the workers, Since the C.P. is incompmrably more compact and disciplined
than the S.P. it is much more difficult for criticism to reach and meke an
impression on the members. There are no such divisions as keoep the S,P, in
constant turmioils The morale of C.P, membership and sympathizers is in fact:
for the moment highe This arises frem the fact that with the new turn the
Party has taken on a definitec and plausi¥le, though despicable role - the role,
namely, of the Soocinl-Democratic Party of the U.S., a party which makes rev-
olutionary pronouncements and performs reformist deeds. It has naturaelly ’
echieved a high degrec of respectability for the time being in nonm-proletarian
cifcless It is stealing S.P, thunder in this way so that Norman Thomas is
forced to write: "With a few shining cxceptions practically everywhere the
Party is losing, not gaining morale. - - Already to an amazing extent, we havo
lost what I may call the cultural field to the Communists in spite of their
appalling mistakes,” '

Under these circumstances, the question of the crystallization of some
wing of the C.P. with vhich unification might oceur or of "going into the
C.Ps" does not arise for discussion at all, It is a serious error, morcover, to
draw the conclusion, as some comrades appear disposed to do, that the W.P. is
net meking and cannot make an appreciable impact upon the C.P., thot we cannot
expect to receruit from C.P, ranks, er that from o revolutionary standpoint tho
genorol run of C.P. members is inferifor to tho S.P, membership.

The C.P. has clearly indicated that it regards the W.P. as its most dan-
gerous foes It constantly ocarries attacks on us in its orgons and mcetings.
It is compelled to defend itself against our criticisms on the Labor Party,
the regime of terror in the C.P4S.Us., the Franco-Sovict pact, etce Does all
this indicate thot we are moking no impression upon the membership and sympo-
thizers of the C.P.? The question answers itself,

The records show that we have recruited steadily from the C.P. (New York,
Philadelphiuz, Akron, California, etce)

Workers have generally speaking joined the C.P. because they wanted to be
in a revolutionary party, the party of the October rcvolution and of the Soviet
State (as they believed),tho party of action, Members have joined the §.P.,
goncrally speaking,becausc they wanted not to belong to a rcvolutionary party
and wanted to vote a new social order imto existencce Not a fow who joined
tho C.P. have been utterly and permaonently demornlized, There arc, however,
many healthy, vigorous clements in the Party, fairly well informed on Marxist
thuory and cxporienced in the class struggle, On the one hand, the WeP. will
continue tosct forth the most mereiless criticism of the policies of the Stalin-
ist regimc and to expose their disastraus cffects on the working classe We
shall forco the C.P. morc and more openly to appear for what it is «~ hopelessly
sosial-democratic and incapablo of ony pevolutionary actions
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(Defeateds Deieils of votes in Plenum minutes)

The most important ard jad!sncnscble instrument of the revolution is the
ind. sendent parby of the vinguard, besed upon the program of revolutionary
Marx1sm and ahle +o exert 4 lecdins influence on the workers! moss movement.
The organization indeperdcnce ol the parby of the revokutionary vanguard,
onc” 1% has acsuaed the proportions of a real movement, is a principle, Where-
ver objective circumstances compel the participation of roevolutionary elements
in reformist or Centrist parties, as factions within them, it must in cvery
case represent a transitional period of preparation for the constitution of
their own completely independent party.

In the facc of the disintegration of the internantional 1labor movement the
revolutionary elements inside the bankrupt porties 6f reformism and Centrism
as wecll as the politically unaffiliated militants, all move, by the logic of
the situation, toward the same goal - the wnification of the revolutionary

forces in cach country into independent parties and their union into o New
International,

In the United States the selection of the revolutionary militants and
their independent organization have advanced faster and more favorably than
in any of the larger copitalist countries, The Workers Party is alrendy the
nucleus of an indeperdent revolutionary party in a country in which the great
bulk of thc working class is as yct politically umorganized, while neither the
C.Ps nor the S.P. has a serious mass organization or influence, The Wozkers
Party begins with a scientific program, it has experienced and testedbadres,
superior in many respects to those of the Stalinist and Socialist parties, and
the relation of forces between it and its rivals is far more favorable than
in practically any other country. In addition, it operates in a period of
rapidly developing class struggle with an awakening working class which is not
fettered by social reformist or Stalinist traditions, The independence of
the Party in this situation gives it trememdous advantages in all its activ-
itiess If the party follows a correct policy, avoiding sectarian rigidity as
well as opportunism, it has an’'excellent prospect to grow rapidly and become
the leading party of the workers. This, however, is not guaranteed in ad-
vance. Everything depends on the leadership, the policy of the party and the
intelligence with which the policy is applied. ’

The main lines of strategy leading toward the rapid development of the
mass influence and organization of the party are: 1) energetic direct partic-
ipation in the class struggle and direct individval recruitment; and 2) a
correct estimation of the Stalinist and Socialist parties and a tactic toward
them which will aid the revolutionary elements in their ranks and under their
influence to find a common platform and unite with us, O r aim, in this re=-
gard, can only be the unification of all revolutionary elements ifto a single
partye

Direct participation in the class struggle, propagenda, agitation and
recruitment, are indubitably the most important means of developing the
Workers Party a8 an independent force, and eventually, as the leading influence
in the workers' movement. The major part of our energy and resources must be
devoted tothis fielde The workers, including those at present under the in-
fluence of the C.P. and the S.P. will judge our party first of all by the show-
ing it makes in actual tests in the class struggles It is necessary to prove
in action that we not only have correct principles but that we also know how to
apply them realistically, The conduct of the party inclass conflicts where it
hes hed an opportunity (M;nneapolis,Toledo, unemployed movement, lsbor defense,
otce ) has already served to demonstrate the vitality and effectiveness of the
perty end has increased its influence and prestige. An increasod and more
ensrietic participation in the class struggle is the first directive for the
wor!z of the party in the ensuing period.

3ut this simple prescription alone is insufficient. In its approach to
the workers the party confronts as opponents and rivals the S.P. and the C.F.
Each of them possesses a much larger membership, greater rescurces, stronger
apparatus, traditions, etce O r road to the masses is obstructed by +*hese
parties at almost every turne We must combat them in ordsr ‘o cle?r our own
path and liberate the advanced workers from their influence which is anegative
and harmfule.

The idea that the Workers Party con grow and become Lo mass parﬁygf the
workers by simple constructive work in the closs struggle ‘igroring the
QOVQU )
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CePe and 84Ps, is decidedly false. An unrelencing polemical campaign against the
rivals of the party mvst go hard iwm haad¢ witn direct activity in the class strug-
gles These two appareatly cifferent tfs are in reclisy vwo sides of ohe.and the
. S i . 21838,

same taske We must wia over *he politically orrgorized and more or less/conscious
workers at the same time we rccruit ani educute the wiorganized., These two phases
¢f oar work influsnce each other reciprecally, The more volitically unorganized
workers we win to the Workers FParty By our work in 1he class strugyle the more we
will impress the politieally orgmized with the effectiveness ol our program and
- action. Angd, conversely, the more class conscious workers we gain ot the expense
of the C.P. and the S.P. the more successful will be our independenmt efforts in
the class struggle,

In order to combat the C.P., and S.P. effectively a precise estimate of theso
perties and a correct attitude toward each of them is needed, Both parties rep-
resent varieties of centrism and reformism, but they are by no means the same.
Each constitutes a distinet problem and requires a distinct analysise

The so-ocalled Communist party is in reality neither Commumist nor a partye
It is o completely bureaucratized and venal apparatus depending entirély onm the.
bureaucracy of the Soviet Union and embirely subservient to the oscillations of
the Soviet foreign policy, Its membership, deprived of any real participation
in party decisions and drilled in the sole ideas that discipline means slavish
obedience to commends from above, is systematically preverted from crystallizing
any kind of independent political thought. World-shaking events pass over %he
heads of this so-called party without serious repercussion in the ranks. Tho Com-
munist partyis a reactionary force in the lobor movement against whiclh we must
conduct a most irreconcilable struggle on every fronts Far from being the most ad-
~ vanced workers - - o conception mistekenly held by some comrades and preceeding
from old memories rather than present realities - the adherents of the C.P. are as
a rule, the least susceptible at the present moment to the ideas of revolutidnry
Morxism, The Stalinist workers can and will be won to our views » dut only on the
condition that wo supplement for them the lessons of events with the mos: ynre-
lenting criticism and exposwre of the treacherous course of Stalinisme

. The Sacialist party, on the other hand, presents o decidedly different
picture, which determines for us a distinetly .different attitude, While it has in
its ranks a substantial section of incorrigible petty bourgeois and Right wing
elements, it has wan lorge sections of radical workers repelled by Stalinism. This
influx of new proletarian elements, plus the sharpening of the class struggle in
the United States and the reaction to the catastrophic barkruptey of social reoform-
ism in the recent Europeon events, have produced o deep ferment in the ranks
of the S.P. and an unmistakable movement to the left of large sections of its
membership, Fundamentally, this represents a movement on the road to revolution-
ary Marxisme - The fact that up to now this movement has been canalized and dis-
borted by the Centrist leaders only bears witness to its immaturity, but it does
not signify that the movement is either accidentel or unreal, The more open be-
comes the reconciliation between the temporary Centrist leaders and their right
wing b.others-under~the-skin, the wider will become the gap between the workers
who genuinely seck o Marxien movement and the leaders who obstruect 1te, T, is con-
tradistion creates the condition for the rapid develophment of o broad and auth-
entic Left wing movement in the Socialist party, rich in poesibilities for ihe
future. It is an essential part of our revolubionary work to aid the development
of this Left wing with the object of uniting with it’'in a single indspendent
pariy.

The immature Left wing in the S.P. confronts three dangers which we must
help it o overcome, 1) Ignored and left without the assistance whish it requires,
the movement can he disoriented and demorclized by the Centrist misleaders, and
as has bewn the case with similer movemeuts in the past, its forcos will be dis-
solved, Meing ruebsorbed in par* by rofornism and in port falling into pessivitys
2) Reacting violently to roform’sm ond jwdging the C.P. by outlived Loft bradi-
tions ard the usutped glory «f ths Ruusiun revolubion, the Left wing socialisTs
can edsily fnll vietim of Stalinism nad thereby wawitchimply oblitcrate every pro-
gressive feature of their movemcrt, as has heppened in oue degree or ansthor in
tustyid, England afd Frauce; 3 ) Tae Workers Farty, becoming irfected with organ-
jizationsl sectariauism aud grow’ng impatieat for speedy, even if small results,
faiiz 1o see the potantinlivioes of the broeal movement in ibs process ¢f dewvcloy-
ment .né systematicclily withdraws ipdiviciunl miliSants who come under the “ifl .-
ence of our party, tins leaving the movement as a whole without the Mar-—ian
leaven aad thwarting the development both of this movement and of th: Workerg
Party itself, :
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These dangers can be averted and the Left wing movement in the S.P. can be
innoculated against Stalinism and reformism and come to revolutionary fruition
only on the condition that the Workers Party gives real aid and encouragement:
to the movement ond thus facilitates its normal evolution toward the position
of consistent Marxism and unification with us in o single partys For this, an
unceasing criticism and exposuwre of the Right wing and its Centrist allies, and
a constant friendly pressure upon the Left wing to separate itself clearly from
all othercurrents and develop a thoroughgoing political platform of ite own, ic
quintessentinl, I% addition, those Left Centrist militants who are really
sceking o Marxion position must be aided by friendly criticism, and collabora-
tion wherever possihle, to formulate their program and conduct their struggle
with the object of advancing the interests of the moss movement and simultaneous-
ly of influencing the socialist workers by our ideas, : o

Our tactics with regard to the Left wing socialists must be adapted consist-
ently and in every field to the conception that, once they have broken irrevoc-
ably with socidl reformism in all its - varieties, they will unite with us into
o singlé revolutionary partye Our main strategic aim must be to help this move-
nent mature and to hasten this unification,

This tactic, which is clearly indicated by the whole situation, cannot be pur-
sued in an atmosphere of hysteria over the non-existent danger that o renlis-
tic consideration ef the dynamics of development in the Socialist party repre=
. sents the preparation of "capitulation to the SP" - o propagende assiduously djs-

seminated by Budenz on the one side, and Zack, Oehler ond their group on the
others Their conception, which oontents itself with repetition of standard form-
ulae and ignores all now and living phenomena in the ranks of the S.P., is ster-
ile and sectarian to the core, With'tactics based upon such conceptions, we can
at begt recruit individuals for o futile sect; we can never bring to our side
the potential mass movement of revolutionary socianlists. The Plenum therefore
categorically rejects this sestarian conception, and authorizes the Political

Committee to preceed in its policy with regard to the S.P. in line with the anal-
ysis outlined aboves . ' '
The Left wing sentiment and movement in the Secialist party today is vague,
confused and unorgonized; in otheor words, itis merely a movement  in the earliest

stoges of its evolution, which is far from having developed with logical con-
sistoncy to the position of revolutionary Marxisms It only cxpresses the dosire
on the part of thousands to break with bankrupt reformism and to adopt a Morxian
positione _This movement connot and will not develop to that goal spontaneously,
automatical ly, by itself, ond most certainly not under the direction of its
present Centrist leadership which will seek to hring it back to the stagnant
pool of rcformism once the "storm" has subsided,s Precisely because of this, it
is the task of the revolutionary Marxists orgonized in tho Workers Party to give
" leadership and consistent direction to this movement; to shape its course and

accelerate its development, h

It is the task of the conscious revolutionists, i.e., the Workers Party,
to give consciousness to this Left wing mevement, Bolsheviks do not leave things
to automatic "processes" or "wait for developments." They go out to meet the
task, to initiote movements, to spur them on and to shape them toward a goal.
We oconnot content ourselves with the repetition of the wellwcstoblished fact
thot thore is as yet no fully crystallized Left wing in the Socielist party.
_gu_r_ task is to recognize the potomtinlities af the movement which does exist,
to crystallize it and develop ite The poliocy of running oway from this problem,
of turning one's back on the fermenting situation in the S.P, in unholy fear of
contemination, is not the policy of self-confident Bolsheviks, Despite its ap-
pearance of revolutionary intransigence, this policy is in reality a policy of
sectarian passivity and conservatisme

Qur objective with regerd to the S.P. is not merely to build up the Work-
ers Party in the direct sense of winning recruits to it, but also to deal a
powerful blow to the bulwark of reformism and Centrism represented by the S.P.
and to clear the road for the reyolutionary party. From this point of view alsc
it is false to withdraw individuals or small groups from the Socialist party
in order to make a show of quick results for the Workers Partye, The correct
policy is to aim at as deep a split as possible in the present Socialist parbv
so that when a Marxian group does break away to unite with us, iitwll have con
ducted itself in such a manner that it willleave oir reformist rival notv onliv
as & discredited organization but.also as a greatly weakened ones  (ysr)
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Premature withdrawals of revolutionary militants before they have ubilized the
fullest possibilities to increase their numbers, can only have the eftfect of
adding inconsequential numerical forces to the Workers Party, without seriously
undermining the Socialist party and its bureaucracy, but on the contrary;, Litsr-
ating the latter from the intcrnal difficulties created by a revolutionary op-
positions Furthermore, given the present relationship ¢f forces between the
two parties, untimely withdrawal would deprive the Workers Party of revolutioa-
ary ellies in the reformist cemp who would bc in a position to help us bleek the
lostile maneuvers of the Right Centrist burcaueracy of the S.D. agairst the
Workers Party in numerous field (vnited front, unemployed, labor defense, etc.).

The withdrawal of a dozen members from the YPSL at the time when the lattor
organization was in the deepest ferment as a result of their head-on collision
with the New York Right wing bureaucracy (whichousted it from its heudquarters
in the Rand School) must be recognized es a gerious error which confirms, by
its negative results, the falsity of the tactic. The formal additionof a fow
members to the Workers Party in no way compensated for the loss of o revolution-
ary leaven in the New York YPSL. The comtention that the comrades who withdrew
from the YPSL in such asituation were already isolated and discredited oply
testifies to the false tactics employed by them, but in no way justifies the
actions A correction of their tactics alopg the lines of the concept jons out-
lined in this resolution would have enabled them to break through their jsela-
tion and expand their influence in the YPSL in ¢ comparatively shopt $ims,

The contention that these comrades should have beon withdrawn in order that
we might"make o showing" is likewise invalid, Oyr 8im is not to "make a showing"
which has little significance - as is shown by the fact that the dozen who
withdrew brought no onec else with them - but to create s sovement, The new
policy of the Stalinists of sending members into the SePs and YPSL shows a keen-
er appreciation of the situation on their pert than was shown by us in the in-
stance cited, :

The united front tacticsg of Balshevism havc for their alh to develop the
broadest possible anti-capitalist mass movement and at the same time to put the
revolutionary elements in o position to extend their influenco beyond the eircle
of their immediate followings, The Workers Party, as well as thc moss organiza=
tions undor its influence and control, must follow a deliberate and consistent
policy of the united front, cspecially with regard to the S.P. and the organ-
izations under their influence, We say "expecially the S.P." because, in line
with the analysis presented in this resolution, it offers to a far greater ex-
tent than the C.P. the possibility of fruitful results from the wnited front,
both from the standpoint of developing a real mass movement and of winning sup-
port for our position. This conception does not, of course, exclude united front
agrecements with the C.P. and its orgenizations - on the contrary, we must have
8 consistent and positive policy also in this regard - but- subordinates it decid-
edly for the reasons given in our analysis of the two organizations,

To evade or oppose or have an ambiguous attitude toward the united front
with the S.P. and its organizations, on the ground that they are or mey be "en-
cooaching" upon our movement, or that becauge of their numerically greater for-
ces, they might have an organizational prepanderence in the united front, only
displays a lack of Bolshevik seclf-confidenge or a misunderstanding of the Bol-
shevik aims of a small orgenization in e united front with a larger ocnes BEqually
erroneous is the idea that we should break off the united front because the
reformists or Centrists try to exploit it for ‘their own advantages, We do not
enter the united front because we "trust" the reformists or Centrists, but in
order to establish contact with the workerg wpder their influence, to win them
away from reformist policies, and eventually from their reformist orfganizations
and leaders, ’ '

That is why we conceivo the task of the united front and the task of
building up our own strength, influence and orgenization as one single task, .
and not as two separate ones which conflict with each othere The false ccncopt-
ion of the united front reaches its logical absurdity in the proposcl of Tomrado
Jtaum and others.that equul representation between two such numerical ly dis-
Proportionate orgenizations as the W.P. and S.P. be laid down as a precondition
for the united front in the field of labor defense (P. Co minutes June 3, 1935).
This ridiculous ultimatism, which flows out of & systematic sectariln conncption,
is good only for one thing: to isolate the Workers Party within its prescrt
narrow circle, and to give the Right-Centrigt leaders of the Socialist pa:tv o
good pretext for evading the united front £xam with us.
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The question as to whether or not the Left wing can "reform" the Socialist
party is an academic question, the answer to which is not decisive for cur
strategys It requirss consideration, only because it has been raised inowr in-
ternal discussion Ac en argument against those who calculate upon the need and
rossibility of developing a strong Left wing movement in the Socialist party.
Ey the "reform' of a Soclalist party one can only meen that a left wing in thet
party gains a majority in it and adopts a revolutionary program. To state
categorically that this is "ippossible," is theoretically false, as has been
shown by historical experience in several countries during the post-war period
(France, Germany, Italy, United States) and only quite recently in Germany and
in Holland (S.A.P. and 0.S.P.)

Certainly, the prospect of repeating this experience in the S.P. of Americe
of today, is remote. The Workers Party does not base its strategy on the as-
sumption that the Socialist Party is going to be transformed into a revolution-
ary partye Nor has the Workers Party any need of orienting itself in such a
directions As an independent party it has the duty to build itself up as the
party of revolutionary Marxism, to recruit in its own name and under its own
bamner, to work out its course free of any illusions about reformism or Centrisms

But the problem lies in the faoct thet the leftward moving workers in the
Socialist party, by their very position and stage of development, see the sit-
uation and the problem differently and must of necessity employ a different
tactios, In order to influence them further in a revolutionary direotion, we
must see them as they are, What is of decisive importance for owr understand-
ing of their position, so that we may be able to give them the necessary aid,
is the fact that the leftward moving workers in the S.P. for the most part be-
lieve that it is possibke to reform the S.P. and for that reason are umwilling
at the present time to join the Workers Partye. THey want to test out the poss-
ibility of reforming the Socialist party in their own experiences The attempt
to put to them, as the decisive revolutionary criterion, the demand that they
leave the S.P. and join the W.P. therefore fails, at the present stage, and
if we ipsist upon it, can only shut us off from further opportunity to influ-
ence theme

It is highly significant, in this connection, that while the C.P. or
Y.C.L, members who are converted to our position readily leave these organiza-
tions as individuals to join us (the bureau{cratic regime of Stalinism deprives
them of any hope of "reforming" their orgenizations) - members of the S.P.
and the YPSL on the other hand, even when they are convinced of the correct-
ness of our program, as is the case with meny of them, are unwilling to leave
their organizations on the ground that they can meke our ideas prevail within
thems Illusions or not - such are the factse If we want to play a serious
leading role in the development of the Socialist left wing toward unification
with us, we must proceed from facts.

Furthermore, the theoretically unfounded assertion that it is "imposs-
ible" in any case to "reform" the Socialist party, and the insistence that
the Left socialists adopt this point of view in advance, is in practice nothing
but a command to them to discontinue their actIvity inside the Socialist party.
It is possible for them to work, to gain a hearing, and shape a movement inside
the S.P. only on the basis of an ostensible program to revolutionize the So-
cialist party. Otherwise, they have to appear only as a fraction of the Work-
ers party, that is, as the agency of an outside organization, This automatical-
ly prejudices the members of the Socialist party who, like all orgenized work-
ers, have a certain patriotism for their own organizaetion (otherwise, they
wouldn't belong to it!) and instead of attracting them toward the rewclutionary
group - repulse them from it,

This, unfortunately, is the way in which our 12 comrades in the New York
YPSL conducted themselves and is the principal reason for the barren results
of their work, We must edopt a different policy in the future. It is false
through and through to obscure the task of educating the awakening sncialist
workers by seeking o impose artificiadly upon them from the ow:ﬂ;se’l;, ar Oor=~
genizational conrlusion which their experience has not yet verified. ) Oyr
first task is to imbdue the Left socialists with the ideas of revolutlirrury
Marxism, to convincs them of the necessity of a breek withreformism ard Ceir-
srism and of the vnification of all revolutionary Maexists in a single party.
1t is putting the matter incorrectly to say that the 'masses rolly to en or-
genization rather than to ideas. On the contrary, the masses - and ‘m?sh par-
ticularly the conscious and politically alive mnsses - rally first to idees
and programs and then draw the organizational conclusions, that is, they then
rally Lo the organizgtion which best represents these jdease :
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The forces now organized in the Workers Party represent the fundamental
nucleus of the revolutionary Marxzian party, but it is not yet the party in
recl sense of the word, iece, it is not yet the mass party. The broad per-
spective for the period chead of us, with which we must imbue our entiro
movement, is that we are going to extend the basis of and tuild the revcl-
utionary mass party of the American working class, together with the

Left SocidYists who develop in our direction and the now unorganized wericsrs
‘whom we recruit by means of our independent activity in the class strugglea

B

Our basic aim¢ with regard to the Left currents in the Socialist party
is therefore not to recruit them directly into the Workers Party, as indi-
viduals or small groups, but rather to push a mass movement of hundreds
ond perhaps thousands of socialist workers on the rocd to revolubionary
Marxism and %o unite with this movement in a single organization which will
become by the fact of this unification, the basis of a mass revolutionary
partye The eventunl nome of this party is not a fundamental consideration,
any more than it was in the case of the fusion between tho C.L.Ae. and the
AW.P, Whot is decisive is the program and the lsadership of the party.
The Workers Party will have no reason to insist on its own nome as o pre=
condition for unity, if its principle line and the decisive influence of
its codres is nssured for a different one, .

# i #



s i

AUNE 1935 PLENUM RESOLUTION ON THE SP AND OP - By Weber - -

1- The WP of the US has been oreatéd out of the fusion of two. re-
volutionary ourrente of the labor movement, as the American weapon
for ihe oreation of the 4th Int.. If is the primery task of this party
tc hecome a powerful foroe acting independently ia the oclass struggle.
Through its correot and militant .guidance of %the workind oclass in an
incrgusing number of their struggles the Party will be enabled to

gt traot new members and extend deep roots in the masses. Only through
.such aotivities, participated in by all its menbers can the Party be-
come a disoiplined Marxiast organization, oapable of assinilating new
forces and guiding them in the practice of revolutionary Marxiem.

3- The attractive power of the Party depends not only oni ite abillty
to funotion independently in the olags struggle, but also on the
struggle it wages againet enemy organizationss It is.the funotion of
the WP, as the Party participating in the building of the 4th Int.
ultimately to regroup all olass consclous revolutionary eleuents now
soattered in other organizations under its own banner. In this oon-
nection it is necessary to define unambiguously, with utunopt olarity,
~oul attituds towards the two larger organizations, the COP and 8P. Both
these organizations are enemies of the WP and thls must be the guiding
concept reflected in our presgs:and literature. The 4th Int., is pre-
nised on the complete bankruptoy of the 3d and the Irde

- 3- The CP 1s coupletely under the domination of a corrupt dureeu-
ocracy, itself tied hand and foot to the interests of the Btalinlst
apparatus and to Soviet diplomacy. It cannot in any sense be oonside
ered and independent revolutionary Party of the working olass. It is
actively engaged in a procedés which can only result in liquidation of
iteelf into a reforuist labor party and all its poligies are franed
accordingly. The fact that 3t carries on no disoussion 1n its ranks
and expels those w ho would enter into asich discussions, makeg it
di1fficult to break away large fragments of thie Party by <fraction
work in itse rankss It is not entirely exoluded that at a later stage
of its Vetrayal of the working class, Splits‘may'develbﬁ that ocan

be utilized to attract dissenting elemente en bloo to the Wp. We
must ocontinue the relentless exposures of the betrayals of Staliniem,
as exeuplified nost recently in the Franco-Soviet pact.

4- The SP of the US has gone through the first stage of a prooess
of disintegration, the logical outcome of whioh would be a gplit in
ite ranks. - This i@ the inevitable fate of a reforunist Party in the
epooh of ocapitalist decay when the policies of reforniem are revealed
in all their impotence in the face of the revolutionary tasks of the
‘proletariat. The European debaole reveals once nore the fatal oconse-
‘aquences of the attenpt of the workers to utilize sooial denooratic
sarties, eteeped in the methods of parliasuentariem, without olear
revolutionary goals, to overthrow oapitaliems This has had its reper-
~ oussions within the ranks of the SP here. A movement of gerious pro-
" portions has started leftwards but without Marxigt guidance, this
‘moveuent hag been arregted nidway by the Centrist nisleaders who wante
unity at all ocoste, with the. reactionary Right wing. At present,
tuere exigts a sk alemate, with little prospeots of .an immediate split
The Centrists have given valuable time to the Rights to reform their
ranks and to start a violous offeneive against the Right and Left
Jentrigtss In this el tuation ¥he WP makixaXx rust actively intervene,
win to its oonplete program an active nuocleus in the left foroes of
the &P, and direot the work - of this nuoleus under'the guidance of the
2 ¢ It aust be made clear in thig work,that our ultiriate aim is to
g»iit away the largeet possible ssotions of the left foroes to join
the W P« The preacise taotios %o be applied cannot be laid down in
?dvanoe. Ehey‘nuatfdepend’on our further experiences, on the rate of
developrent in the SP and on :the .objective gituation. The 3
wing %o the left in tggtsay.quvdqgnnd§0n‘gurmgkiaserﬂingsggeK%%1ert
1aze or abroad, but we mugtbe ready to take gull advantage of theu.
our aim is to break the hold of reformiem on.the advanced workers
oconpletely and onoe and for alls SR T
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5- We reject any concepts destructive of the attractive powers
and the very basis of the WP which would make of our Party & msre
bergzining force, a temporary stopping place. The zlitter of
numders does not warrant at any time the practioce of oppoTiuvnlem as
egainst reévolutionary politiocs. This weapon of ours, the WP, hae
resn gained at great effort and muet be our first oare. 1t i3 the
foundation etone of the mass revolutionary Party. . As such, we rust
add to its influence and strength and make its independent Marx: st
basis orystal olear. Only in this way can. the WP be made & polar-
izing center for the uniting of revolutionary workers under the banner
of the 4th Int. ’ ' ' '

6~ The manner in which our work in the BP ig carried on will be of
declsive. importance to the future of the WP. We can only work from
our own,foundations outwarde, andnot in waye that will defeat our
own purposeés by oreating the impression among those whom we are -
trying %o attract to our ranke that it does not matter whether they
Join our ranke or not. We stregs that this outloon for the Party ie
not by any means baged on some falee concept of organizational fetieh-
ism but on the contrary is a matter of orientation for the Party,
whioh ocan k& determine the suocess or failure of our task of extend-
ing the influence of the WP The Plenum instructs the PC to work
out taotios in our relations with the 8 P in acoordance with this
outlooke Our position for the maintenance and building of .the Wp
mugt be so clear and unambiguous, we repeat, ag to prevent any steps
or acte that ocould lead to the liguidation of our Party. ‘

. . . ) ke
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B JUNE 1935 PLENUM RESOLUTION ON §,P. WORK — by Muste
Quote the seotions of the Beolarationa of Prinoiﬁles on

SP-CP , .

3nd and 3rd Internationals .

The WP as basis for revolutionary unity, . . T ’
The o:;ga,ni-u#&qu;ﬂm& -poii@boal‘;indg;:qnd,enoe‘ of the Party,

The manner in which our work in the 8P is ocarried on will be of
deoigive importance to the future of the WP We can only work from
our own foundatione outwards, and not in ways that will defeat our
own purpoeés by oreating the impression among those whom we are trying
to attract to our ranks that it does not mayter whether they join our
ranks or not. We -gtress that this outlook for the Party is not by -
any means based on gome falge conoept of organizational fetighiem,
but on the contrary, is a matter of orientation for the Party which =x
can determine the guccess or failure of ,cur taek of extending the in-
fluence of the Workers Party. Our position for the maintenance and
building of the WP mugt be so olear and unambiguous as to prevent any
gteps or aots that could-lead to the liquidation of our Party.:

o oo

The purpose of the work in 8P 1s to increase the influence of the WP
over the leftward moving elemente in the SP and their orystallization
on a revolutionary bas;s. .

The Plemym decidesm 1) to propoee to the RPPA joint discussions(through
repreuentative committes, in the prees, and in whatever ways may be
agreed upon) on the esgential pointe of a revolutionary program;

2? S0 propose to the RPPA oollsboration in practiocal activities, in
trade uvnion, unemployed, defenge, Negro work, eto.

Iks PC ig ingtruoted to ameertain the most advantageous time and
mothod for ocarrying out these prdposals and empowered to work out ne-
cesgury detalla for carrying out these deoisions. ;

inoag the Militants we mugt work poeitively for a Left orystalli-
zation on a Marxian programmatio basis. To develop this oryatallization
whieh will not take plaoe without the guidance and pressure of the WP,
the WP has two important tasks to perform: oriticiem of the Militant &
en programmatio grounds and on the igsues of the day, and the tuilding
of £ractions. : :

1t is understood that the Plenum is opposed to any premature with
draw als of individuals or groups from the £P or YPSL. .

(Ad¢ 1ast 3 paragraphs of Cannon Resolution ou Work in SP.
Res. as whole not oarried. Cannon res. referred to, was adopted.)
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RESOLUTION ON ATTITUDS OF WP.US TN 3.7., CsPe otoe Jwe 1935
. Plerum of NC by Je Vet (Consclilatnd withh Cannon-Sheshénuan

Resolubion and Defuetad, Mulails Of wotos in Minutes of Plenwum)
Wost moves that the fcllowing be adopted by the Nationsl Committee as & sta’emant
on the perspective of the relation of %he Vorkers Purty of the U.S. to thecihrer
working class parties and groups in the Uile and thut the Political Committss oo
ingtructoed to prozeed henceforward in the light of this perspective.

The aim of the Workers Party of the U. Seis to build the new revolutionary party
of the workarg class in +the U.S, and to take an netive and integral part in de-
voloyping and forlaing the new revolubionary Internationsl, which 1s mude ristor-
icnlly necessary Lty the bankrupteies of thie 3scond und Third Intornatienals eud
their respective netional sectionse

The problem of building the partyof the New International in the various countries
dnas nob presont itself in one and the samo form everywhere, Difforent svrutegy
and tactice must bpe uged, as dictated by specific national conditions - by the
degree of oapitalist disintegration, the presence or absenco of Fascism or <che
throot of Faseism, the devolopmmnt of “he working olass and its organizations, the
conlition of other working cluss parties. Consequently, there¢ is no formula to

be foilowed, -

Conditions within the U ited States mede possible the lounching of the new rovol-
utionary party “in/x¥#*8ountry in December, 193k, through the merger of the Amer-
iodn Workers Party and the Communist League of Ameriea into the Workers Party

of the U.S, Through this act, and by tho terms of the Declaration of Principles
adopted at the initinl convention, the Workers Party of the U.S, committed itsolf
immediately and oonsretely to the -task of building the new revolutionmary party

in this country as an autonomous orgaenizetion, independent of all extat ing parties,
groups end organizationse .

In the light of this commitment, the: central task of ‘the Workers Party on the
notional field is seen to be the drawing of individuals to membership, and in
goneral the strengthéning and extensiop of its own autonomous organization as the
vangunrd of the American working olass in the revolutionary struggle for the over-
throw of U. Se capitalisms - o B '

Novertheless, this central task cannot; be yndertoken intelligently and effective-
ly without a clear realization thot in carrying it out, the Workers. Party does
not mercly launch its attack aghinst the olass enemy, but. likewise enters into
bitter ond indeed mortal competition with the other parties.and political groups
of the working olass. ' .

The existing parties and groups of the working class within the U.S may be di-
vided into three cotegpriest (1) th% numerous small and comporatively uninfluen-
tial groups such as theProletarian Party, the American Labor Party, the Weisbor-
dites, etcs; (2) the Commmist Party} (35 the Bocialist partys Thfough all
three categories tegether centein oaly a small minority of the U. Se¢ workors, it
must be remembered’ that this mbrority comprises a.large percentage of the pol-
itically ewakened and cless conscious workerse It is this fact that makes the
establishment ofa correct perspective with reference to them of major importance
for the future of the Workers Partys Each category must be estimated separately
in order to arrive at the proper policy with respect to it

(1) Generally speaking, the Workers Party need taoke no special steps toward the
small political groupce Its aim shouldbe to win thebest of their members as in-
digiduala, and to do so as rapidly as possible. If necessary, under exceptional
circumstanoes, one or the. other of these groups might be accepted as a body for
menbership in the Workers Party, and provisions oould be made for allotting such
e group proper orgenizational stomding., Under no circumstances, however, should
this involwe any negotiations om progrom or principle, nor should protracted
discussions of any kind be cntered into. :

(2) The relation bo the Communist Party at the present time is dictated both by
the political degeneration of Stalinism and by the orgonizational set-up of the
Stulinist parties - above all, by the bureaucratic "monolithism" which charocter-
jzee thome The orgamizational aspect makes it idle at present to dream of upsettin
the Commmist party seriously "from within", of building up fractions inside

tho Communist parby or of expecting in the near fubure any important split of
whioch on, branch would represont o Marxist directions Consequently, the Workers
Party at prosent must eim, both by polepio and by the cxample of its activities
in the closs siruggle, to accomplish the following with respect to the Communist
Party: (a) first of‘all, by exposing the degenorate charaoter . the Communist
Party, to prevent leftward noving workers fromentering it, and to direct them
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inctead into the ranks of the Workers Party; (2) to win individual memocrs of the ”
Co:munist Party; (3) to isolate the Communist party so far as possiblo from {he
Amsricen working class; (L) to lay the basis for later mojor disturbances wi<hin
the Communist party, realizing that these will almost certainly have to wnit for
actuailizotion until some extraordinory notional or internotional evonte

(3) The caso of the Ameiican Socialist party is far different from that of the
Cormurist Party, Equally - though of cowrso difforently - degencrote in polit-
ictl principle, there is no organizational resemblance whatevers The memhership
ol thu Socialist party is extromely variegated, and the Party istorn within by
the bitterost factional strugglese Up to the present, no genhine left wing has
crystallized within the party, but there are many individual members, particularly
among the youth, who are moving rapidly leftward; and there are many others who
woulddo so if they were wffaxdmdx offered any clear guidances At present the fate
of these leftward moving individuals is e hopeless one: some go to Stalinism, mis.
taking it for the genuinely revolutionary ocurrent; many are deceived by the lead-
ers of the Militants into believing that they should remain and fight for the un-

ity and regencration of the Socialist party; and others, growing weary, drop out
of themovement altogether,

For the Workers Party te confine its perspective with reference to the So~
ciallst party to that of winning individual members would be s political blind-
ness, a oomplete failure to understand the actual situation, and would moreover
succeed in winning only a very fow individuals, In contrast, the perspective of
the Viorkers Party must be: (1‘)/ Crystallize the left wing within the 8ccielist
party; (2) in the course of & fight by the left wing for Marxist pringiples, have
the left wing split from the non-Marxists; and (3) have the left wing merge with
tle Vorkers Party. The conditions of merger, from the gfide of the Workers Party,
weuld be: (1) A Marxist program, though not necessarily the Workers Party Decla-
rac®cn of Principles in precisely its present form; (2) complete break with the
Second International and declaration for the Fourth Internationals Orgenizational
questions, name, press, etc, would be matters for negotiation, '

The success of this perspective requires a continued sharp and unyielding
criticism of social reformism in all its phases.

In the light of this perspective, the attempt to win individual members from
the Socialist party would become the expoction rather than the rule, and would
be made only when the given number could no longer function effectively within
the Socialist partp, when the psychological effect would serve best the general
percpective, or under similar circumstances, The main task of those under Workers

lurty influonce within the Socialist Party would be to drive forward, in a clear,

dircct and uncbmpromising manner, the long range program,

RESOLUTION ON ATTITUDE OF W.P.U.S. TO S.P, AND C.P,
Jyne 1935 Plenum by Oehler, Stamm, Basky. (Defeated)

e struggle for the overthrow of capitalism and the building of the Lth
International, the key question of our time, must be carried on in struggle against
the Socond and Third Internationalse. Their capitulation allowed Hitler to oome:
to power and laid the basis for the demoralization and disintegration which is per-
neating the working class movement ef the entire worlde The course of hoth In-
ternationals runs deeper into the miere of social patriotism,

But the crisis of capitalism, reflected in the working class movement and
its two principal parties, pushes layers af workers outside and inside these
parties t¢ the left and even entire parties, Thus notwithstanding the impossibility
of reforming either of both bankrupt Internmationals singly or thru their fusion,
their further development under the impact ef the crisis opens up possibilities
of winning large numbers of the workers in them for Marxism, the revolution and Lith

Tncernebional,

The basic requirements for the realization of this task aside from fav=
oreble objective conditions on a Marxist world progrem, a politically and organ-
izeticnally independent revolutionary world organization and dections, & merciless
strvgele azainst opportunism in all its forms, especially of its worst form,
social patriotism, a merciless criticism of centrism in all its varieties, frection
work in these internationals to correlate inside the pressure brought to bear o1r§-
side by theindependent revolutioneary organization, and where possible collaboration
in the ¢lass struggle in the trade unions, unemployment work, labor defense, ct:,.
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If these tactics are systematically applied through splitc from the two old
internatinnals +the Litnh Irternetionalist forses will guin new adherents and he
able to fuse with them on e Marxist programmat’c buse. Thiseme tactics epplied
to centrist parties outside the two inlernationals can yield thesame fruitiul
resultse Generally speaking, the fusiouns in Holland end the U.S, are examples
of the application of this orgenizutional perspective.

- It is with these consider

ations as a besic guide that we approach the probe=
lem of our attitude toward t

he S.P. and CoPc in the UnS.

The long range perspective of the W.P, is to roct itsell among the broad
masees -of the workers as their.revolu:

lonary venguard: In ~ris process the W.P.

considers nsgotiations and colleboration with leftward mevirg cenirists either

~ in the S.P. or C.P. as a meang of developing them to a Marzist level in ~heory
and practice as a basis for essimilatings The first is decisive, the szcond a

tactical suppurting means of augmenting the revolutionary forces on the basis
of the vanguard party, : )

The Plenum condemms the idea that there is any road to the masses outside of
building and rooting the vanguard party in the masses. It condemns the idea

that the road to the masses politicelly and. in‘daily class struggle activity
is through the socialist movement, . ' C :

Among thejchief weapons in the struggle to liquidate the influence of the
S.Ps and C.P, and to accelerape the differentiations in the S.P. in & revolue

tionory. Sirestion re] i‘l rependent Bek\vity in the olass struggle; (2)
United Frony Astivity; (3) owr press which wmwsy oarry material to demonstrato
tho bankrvrbey ef reformism end the inadequacy ‘

¥ | . IBOY oF (embrigm end Ve SupeYidrsty
of Marricny (L)} the work of bui;ding fraotions, a : ' :

The Workers Party is based on revolutionery Morxism (the Declarabion of
Priuciplos ) erd carries on the struggie fuor the October Revolution, for its
preoservation aad exteusion. To this end the W.P. must ocombine the~thoories»of
Marxism with elemerntary propugenda suitable for American conditions in ordor
to win the masses, and lead the strugglo for the overthrow of capitalisms The

W.7. as the,Declaration of Prineciples claarly states, must maintain its pol-
* iticel end organizational independence, -

The characterization of the C.P. in thc Decluration of Principles has been
proved anew by the recent developments, Its bureaucratic mcnol?thism‘makes it
apperently impregnable, But moieoular processes are at work in.lt. As the full
weight of the social patriotism of the BEuropeun Communist perties sinks in in
the CPUSA the WP should be able to attract the best elements in the C.P.

The P,enum comndemns the failure to conduct a systematic politicel struggle
against the C.I. andthe CPUSA in the party press and thru mass moetings,‘fgr-
~ums, leaflets, etc. on the burning issues of the day, It condemns the peliey
of "no united fronts with the CPs" It condemns the failure to prevent the ine
roads of Stalinist influence in the WP {Dizon City, Pa., NYC). 2t instructs
the PC. to wage the most relentless political struggle against theCP and t%?
proceed” immediately to liguidate politicelly Stalinist tendencies in the WP on
the basis of the external struggle and the ideological, clarification of the
membership.

he chara terization of the Socialist party in the Declaration.of Prin-
ciplcamgia:g:f ;t is a party of reform andpacifism, Its righ@ wing is o8
corrupt end reactionary as any right wing in the Europeun social dgmocragy.
The Militants are led by right cemtrists moving now to the righta nly & ;ut‘
RPPA ocwrrent approaches & genuinely revolutionary programmatic ?ositlonel v
is still unolear on a number of important questions (organic unity, the atﬁgnk
attitude towerd the C.I.) However, the latest developments in its -
gartzgveal it as moving toward our progremmatic position, opening up the poss=
igflity of collaboration and fusion with thems

erspective for the RPPA is a split from the SP as soon as possible
consisgzgtgwiti the idea of taking out'the~maximum number o? w?rkers ?:hé"
clear Marxiét'programnatic basis; and the wnificetion of this oriv Yza -

P, To this end the RPPA nust conduct a polemical struggle in s om
thp . .ainst Lovestonite and Stalinist influences The axis of the stzu§g:e
pivw aﬁ the need for the¢ Fourth Inturnational and an independent Marx;so_
Bhou;di ethe U.8s The struggle must be extended into the SP as a whole.a%g
p;r:zd :B espe;ialiy directed ageinst the Militants axid serve as the ma%ncii
ii;e of attack im preparing the splite It will also serve as an auxiliary line
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of attack in accelerating the differentiction in the Milituntse We must ase
sist the process by critical artisles in our press and throush nass reetings,
etce when the occasion arises, We shculd propose to the RPrA discussion of
the questions on which there is still unclurity, and colluboration in the
trade union, labor defense, etc, works

With respect to the Militents we must work for o left crystullization
among them on a Murxict pro;rammatic basis, with ths perspective of cplitting
them off from the SP cither with the RP.A forces if rossible, or as & sec-
@d, larger split following the RUPA spilte T¢ develwp this rrystallization
the WP has two important ta}B +to perform for the present s ckiticisn of the

%ilitonts on programnatlic grounds and theissues of the doy end the building
of fractionse.

The Plenum condemns the total failure to conduct o struggle against the
SP on political lines im the purty press and in action Sn most fields of
party activitye The Plonum condemns thetail endism to the SP in tho NY uneme
ployed work, the Mey 30 youth dcmonstretion conference, thu capituvlation to
thesoeialist and trade union burenucrats in the NY Moy Duy demonstration.

The Plenum condemns the slogan addressed to the Militants adopted ut the
Pittsburgh Plenum: Break with the reformists and unity with the revolution-
ary forcess This has baen thz line of the party since und is resppunsible
for the widespread ides in the SP that it is not necessury for revolutionary
socialist workers to leave the SP gince unity with revolutionury forces is
possible on the basis of the S if the ripht wing is expellcde This line
has contributed to the fuilure of the Militents to develcep further to the
left aud the present ovolution of large numbers of them to tho righte It has
halped the lesdership of the Militents aguinst their rank and filers who were
moving to the left toward o revolutionary positionsIt also helped them in
thoir struggle against thc RPPAs Outside of tho SP it heos developed the
ideo that 1t is imnmatorinl which party a worker joins sinecec by either route
hc would be imited soon in one purty with revolutionariese This linc has

acted us an obstaclec to the recruitment of workers from the SP and also from
outsidc of' ite

The Plenum condemns the "extepsion" of thu liquidation of the external
struggle agaist thc SP and in pert the CP into the WF itsclf in its ideolog-
ical life through the failyre to ihitiste and organizc discussion on tho
issues involved as o preparotion for cnd acrompuniment of the external struge-
glcs; and alse_of the liquidation in practice by defaultand by motion of Hur
nohdowad- deportments: langusge, trade union, c¢ducational, Latin Amcricone
The Plenwm holds Comrades Cannon and Shachtman responsible as the londers

for thcorientation of tho We.P. toword the S.P. during thc pist periods

The Plenum instructs the PC to carry out the Declaration of Principles
and this rosolution which is & concretization of it, to conduct a systematic
struggle against the SP along dhe lines of this resolution and to estoblish
notionnl SP and CP copmittecs under the dircetion of the P.C.

B



