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: AN OPEN LETTER
To All Revolutionary Proletarian Organizetions and Groupings

FOR THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL}

The fact that Hitler came to power, W1thout the slightest resistance on
the part of the two "mighty" working-class parties - one of which, moreover,
leaned for supnort unon the USSR - has decisively. exposed the internal putre-
faction of the Seoond end Third Internationsls. In August 1933, four organi-
zations (ICL, RSP, OGP and SAP) formulated for the first time in & program-
matic dooument the new historic task: THE CREATION OF THE FOURTH INTERNA-
TIONAL. The events that have transpired since that day have 1rrefutably
confirmed that there is no other road.

The annihllatlon of the Austrien proletarlat ‘has proved thet in order -
to gain vlctory it will not suffice, at the last moment, after the party has
been driven into a blind alley, to issue a call for insurrection to the
masses thet have been disoriented and drained by opportunism. Viotory must
be systemetioally prepared for by means of revolutionary pollcles in olli

“-spheres of the working class movement.,

This very same lesson flows immutably-from the annih1lation of the
Spanish proletariat, Under no conditions, all the more so during the time
of revolution, is it permissible to turn one's back to the toilers for the
scke of a bloe with the bourgeoisie. It is impossible to expect and to de-

-mand from tho dvped and disillusioned masses that thoy will fly to arms

upon the belatod ~ppeal of a party in whioh they have lost conf'idence, - The
proletarian revelution cannot be improvised by an order by incessent end
irreconcilabis elass struggle whioh gains for the leadership the invineible
confidence of thc party, which fuses the vanguerd with the extire cluss, and
which transforms the proletariat into the leader of all the exploited in the
city and the village,

After the ignominious downfall of the main goction of reformism, the
German socianl democracy which had rotted to the core, the "lef+" wing of the
Sccond Intornational went down in ruins in Austria and Spain. But %lLeso
‘fearful lessons passed without leaving so much as a trace; the leading
cadres of reformism, both in the party and in the trade unions, havs depgen-.
ercted to the marrow of their bones, they are bound to the bourgwoisie by’
their material interests and their patriotic views, and they ure utterly
incapable of resuming the road of the olass struggle.

The parties of the Second Internntional calmly reoconcile thsmsolves to
the fact that their Belgian chairman joined with +the cdpitulists ani the
liberel deelers, ot the very first beok of ‘financc capiial, in o=der to ef-
fect the salviyging of the banks upon the baocks of the toiling masses.
Vaudervelde was followed by De Man, the vainglorious critic of Karl larx,
and the creator of a "plan"; nor did the "left" contrist Snaok fail to
botray the socialist opposition in retwrn for the livery of a minister,

The French Socialist party, mindful neither of the lessons nor the warn-
ings, continues to clutch vainly ot the tailcoats of the "republican" bour-
geoisie and pins groater hopes upon the friendship of the Radicals than upon
the revolutionary might of the proletariate In Hollaond, Sesndinavia,
Switzerland, in all other countries, in every port SF The Wo worid, the soeial
domocrao;, Tdespito the docay of capitalism, continues to romein the agency
of the bourgeoisie within the working class, and cvinces its utter inablllty
to mobilize the masses in its own defemse against Fascism,

Should the electoral successes of the LABOR PARTY rojse it to power
once again, the consequence of it would not be a peaceful Socialist trans-
formation of Great Britain, but the consolidation of imperialist reaction,
that is to say, an epoch of civil war, in tae foce of which the 1eadership
of the Lebor Poarty will inevitably reveal its total inndequacy. The par-
liamentarian and trade unionist oretins have still to be convinced thot in
England the threat of Fascism is no less real than on the continent,

In the meantime, the Third Internatiorml continues ta’ sguander away
its shred of influence and authority that it had acquired during the first
five years of its existences In Austrie ar@ Spain, despite the cxception-
ally favorable circumstances, the Communists International only proved
itself incapable of creating an orgenizaticem in the
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lcast influcntial, but it systcmatically compromised tho very idea

of the revolutionary porty in the cycs of thce workers. The Saar Elch-
iscite dcmonstratcd thc faet that the German prolctariat has lost

e very vestigc of confidcncc not only in the social dcmocracy but
also in the Comnunist party which so ingloriously capitulated to Hit-
ler. I Groat Britain, Belgium, Holland, Scandinavia, the scetions of
the Comaunist Intornationa:, loaded down by 12 yocars of fatal pollcic
arc incapable of cmerging from their statc as noncntitics,

Truc, aftcr the Gorman dcbacle, tho Communist Intcrnational palmed
off thc adventurist policy of the "Third Poriod” by tuc capitulatory
policy of thc united front at any pricc. Howaevcr, the EXIsSEKERX cxpei-
ienec of Frcnec, where the now turn has attained its greatest develo:.-
mflent, rcvcals that with all its contradietions and zigzags, the Com-
munist Intcrnational managos to retain its funotion of a brake upon
the proletarien revolution. ReJecting the crocation of workors' milit-
ia in tho facc of the i mmcdiate Fascist danger, and substituting a
‘program’ of immcdiatc demands for the struggle for power, the Commun-
igt Intcrnational -becomcfs tho oultivator of vhe worst illusions of
roformism ond”pacifism, it factually gives suoport to the right wing
of the Soocialist party as against the left, demoralizes the proletaric
vanguard, and clears the road for a Fascist overturn. E

And, ‘£inally; the founder of ‘the' Comuunist International, the
Communist Party-of the USSR has been connletely crushed during the. -
last few years by an uncontrolled bureaucracy which has turned -the
dictatorship of the proletariat: intothe conservative absolutism of
Stalin., By persecutions, frauds, amalgaus, and bloody repressions
the ruling clique strives to nip in’the bud overy menifestation of
Marxist thought. ‘Nowhcre in the world is genuine Leninism hounded
with so bestial a cruclty as in th. USSR.!

~ The most rccent opportunistic twist of the Commugist Int ecrnation
al is bound up closely with the turn of the Soviets in their forcign
polic¥ to thc side of tho Loaguc of Nations and a military alliance
witn Fronch imoorialism. The ruling burcaucracy of tho USSR has
reached tho final conclusion that the Comaunist Intornational is im-
votent to afford it anyassistanco whatcver against thoe war danger,
end that, at the samc time, it hampers tho functioning of Soviel dip-
lomacy, :The base’ and truly sorvile dependoncy of the Communist Intcr-
national .0pon the -Soviet upper crust is oxpressed in a particularly
oven manner in tho instance of convoking thc Sceventh World Congress.
Sct, aftor nrotracted dclays, for tho latter part of last yoar, the
Congress was again postponod to the first half of the nresent year.
Howcver, therc is no ground tobeliove that it wWill actually convene
" this timc cither. Yet almost sevon ycars have clapsoed sineg the last
gcongrOSS‘JAugust; 1928) - an ontirc cpoch, during which the face of
<the cntirciworld, Burope ospecially, has bocn changed, The fate of
the Scventh Congress, os well as the fate of the Communist Interna-
tional, is being decided not by its sections themselves, Which do
not éven dare to speak above a whisper, but by Soviet diplomacy
‘and its secret negotiations with the re)resentatives of ¥rance,
- England, and other countries. ' -

" In the meantime, the destructive forces of imperialist capitalism
continue their hellish work.The collapse of world ccohomy, bhe unem-
»loyment of tens ofmillions, and the ruibn of the peasants :place
imperiously upon the order of the day the raskof the socialist rovol
vtion., The toilers, ombittcrcd and arouscd, sock for a way out, The
~rostration and collapso and putrofaction of thc Scoond and Third
intcrnationals loave the prolctariat without rcvolutionary o ader-
ship, and impcl thc potiy bourgcoisic to the road of dospair. The
bankrupt loaders seck to shift the rosponsibility for tho triumph of
Fasoism to tho "passivity" of tho prolctariat; thus polktical betray -
al is conswmatcd by "calwmy.

Throshing in the grip of insolvable contradictions, capitalism 18
yaring to plunge THE PEOPIES INTO 4 MEW SLAUGHTZR. Ministcrs and
tators openly spcculate whcther the outbreak of the war wilj ceme
o ycar, or thrac ycars from now. 411 the governmonts, vying wik
onc another, arc preparing the nost destructive instrumcnts, and
thercby from cvery sido-they.arw bringing closcr and closcr an ex%kﬁ-
~ sion which may be immeasurably morc frighfful then was the war o
1.914-1918. ‘ ‘
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The leaders of the so-callcd working class parties and trade unior
are loud in thoir praise of the suporiorities of pcace, they babbla
of disarmamont, oxhort thcir governmoents to mako poaco among thom-
solves , arouse the hopes of the masses in the work of the Leagueof
Nations, and at the same time they swear fealty to the cause of
"nati onal defense,” i.e. the defense of bourkeois rule with it s inev-
itable wars, -~ - :

Undor th: ocover of the unitod front" and oven of"organic unity,™
. Soviet diplomacy is proparing, bohind tho backs of thc class conscious
workors, thc national unification of tho scctions of both interna-
tionals with tho bourgooisic in thosc countrics which may e in a
military alliancc with tho Sovict state, Thus, tho outbroak of a now
war must lcad to a now botrayal, boforc which August 4, 1914 will pal:

* kK X

The Sovict burcauercey's betrayal of tho causo of tho internation-
2l rovolution has flung tho world proletarict far backe. The difficul-
ties that faco tho rcvolutbdnary vanguard are unbolioveblo, but its
position is, novortheless, incomparably morc favorable today than it
was on the cve of thc last war, At that time capitalism g peared to
boe all-powerful, algost invineible. The patriotic dcbaclc of the
Intornational came cntiroly unexpoeted, cven by Lenin. Evcrywhoro
tho revolutbonary clcmonts were caught unprepared. The first inter-
rati onal conference -~ very small numerically and in its majority un-
decisive - took place only more than a year after the begimiing of the
. war. The formation of the revolutbonary cadres proceeded slowly.
The »ossibility of the nrolotarian revolution was ro jectod.oven by
the majority of tho. "Zimmorwaldists."™ Tho state of things was changcd
only by the October mx victory in Rassia, in the #0th month of the
war, providing a mighty impulse for the formation of the Third Inter-
nati onal, ‘

- Today, tho intornal focblenoss and dccay of capitaliam are so
mani fost that it even providos tho main thome for Fascist domagogy.
In the eolossalorisis in the Unitcd States,in the no loss oonllosal
uncrmloymony in tho coonsnie advonturism of Rooscvelt, in the swoop
of the strikc strugglcs, in ths formont within all working claas or-
ganizations there arc being lodged for the first time thc conditions
for a mighty dovelopnent of tho rcvolutionary movomcnt in Norhts
Amorica, The eiample of the first viectorious proletarian revolutlon
lives in the memory of the masses., The experiences of the greatest
ovents of the 1last two decades have been burned into the consd ous-
ness of the bost militants. Genuinely rcevolutdonary organizati onsy
or at least groupings exist in all countrics, Botwoon them there is
an ideological andin gart anorganizational bond. Evcn today thoy
rcprosont an incomparably more influontial, homogonous, and stoeled
forece than did the "Zirmorwald left" which assumod the initiative
for proparing the Thimd Intermational in the £all of 1915.

Opvosition groupings are springing up and growing stronger inside
the reformist parties and trade unions, Some of these assume the
shape of indejendent organizations. Within the sections of the Com-
intern, as a consequence of the prison rogime, tho opposition bears
a morc mute and maskoed charcotor; but it is doveloping oven herce
Evon in tho USSR tho necd of ever now cloansings' chd rcpressions is
cvidonce of tho fact that the burccueracy comnot succecd in rooting
out the spirit of Marxist criticism which is so hatoful to it.

Today, the ospportunist moods and tendencies bear predominantly
& CENTRIST character, that is, an intermediate one te tween social
patriotism and revolution, Under the conditions of the collapse and
the decomposition of the traditional mass organkzations, cenbrism
represents in many cases an inevitable transitional stage oven for
the nprogressive working class groupings. Murxists must bo able to
£ind access to all such tendoncies, in ordor by their examplc and
ropaganda to specd their passage to tho revolutionary rcad. In 80
~doing, the condition for sucoecss is irrcconcilablc criticism of the
ccntrist loadership, oxposure of attempts to rocroate the 2% Intor-
national, and a coasolcss oxplanation of tho fact that tho revolu-
tionary tasks of ~ur opoch doom beforchand to an ignominiow col- T
lapyse unifications which are vacillating and amorphous.- W

The sl-ozan of "wnity" for all working class organizations, re-
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rardless of their programs ond taoctied, iz being zdalously propa-
» gondized el _present by the centrists, and is bging'ably exploited
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by the more perspicacious reformists whoare afraid,for good reason, that they
will bethrown overboerd. For the idea of a New Inleranational the centrists often
substitute the idea of merging the two old Internatiuvnalss Ia renlity,unity with
reformists and sooial patriots, of thiesgeialésmocretic or theStulinist type,
signifies in the last analysis unity withuLatlonal bourgsoisie, andconsequently
the/xicks Fk itkmuxpxutuiaocksck ineviteble split of the proletariat up the world
scale and then nationally also espucially i1 the event of war, Gerwne umty of
the Inserrational and of 1ts nationsl sc.tions cou beassured only on the revol-
utionary Merxist foundation, which in its oim $rra can be breated only by brésk-
ing with Kiczasw the socialpatritbts. Tc remain silenc abouc theprineiploed condi-
tions and guarentees of proletarian unity implies serving as o chorue Eor the
widespread illusions, duping theworkers, ana prepuring new catastroprese

The degradingand hopeless position of the woold Irsernntisrals is svfficient-
ly demoted by the fact that the chairmien of onme is tarhunbis minister of dic King,
while the faetual master of thesecord usec the worldnrolitariam owgazizaivincm 08
so much small ohange in diplomatic denls. Whctscever wirisctisa aensuvors shewwe
egually depraved bureaucracies underteke, itisnot thay wno wil. ¢reate vheundty
of the proletcrict, and it ishet they who-'wilil epsn %he woy cuc. ire etrivirgs
of the cemtrists to recomcile the irrccomcilable und tosave that whielis faved
to destruction by meons ef particl patchos are doomed {2 dostruction beforeshand.
The new epoch requiros a New Intermotional. Tho imredicto eonditiou fur success
on this roed is a close consolidatiun nationally aund intermationelly of the
gonuine proletarian revelutionists, the papils of Marx and Lenin, on a common
program ond under a common bonnere

It would be fotal te attempt to'prescride on identical course for acll coun-
trigs, Depending upon nctional eonditicns. upon thedegres of the decouposition
of the old working class orgonizctions, and finully upon the condition of thelir
own ferces ot o given moment, the Marxists (the revelutionary sociglists, the
internationalists, the Bolshovik-Leninists) ocn step forwerd naw ir the form of
an indovendent orgonization, now inthc guise ¢f afnction in ome of tho o.d
. prrties, or in the trode unions. But on whatever crona, end with whatever meth-
ods they function, they are bound to speak in the pome cf viguaiified prarciples
end olecr revolutiongry slogons. They do net play hide aad seel with the working
cless; +hey do net conceal their aims; they dec not substitute diplemacy andeom-
binations for a principled struggles MARKISTS ALWAYS AMD UNDER %LL CONDYTIONS
OPENLY SPEAK OUT WHAT IS.

. Thewor danger which is o life and death'qrestion fer the nationcl masses

is the supreme test for all the groupings and tendencies within*he working clcss.
"The Struggle fer Pecce," "The Struggle Ageinst War,"” "War on Wer” andsimilay
slogans cre hollew and fraudulent phrases if thoy are not occompanied by the-
prepagande ond application of revelutionary meothods of gtruggles The only methed
of putting on ¢nd te war is to overthrow the bourgeoisie. The only methad ef over-
threwing the bourgeoisie is the crmed insurrection.

Ad ageinst the reaotionory life of "nctional dofenge” it is necessary
to advence the slogan of the revelutioncry destruction of ths ‘nutional state.
"To 'the insane asylum of -capitelist Europe it isneccssaryto soumterpesa the progrom
of SOCIALIST UNITED STATES OF EUROPE, as ¢ stage townrd the Urived ftates of the
entire world. ' '

. The Marxists irreconcilably reject the pucifist slogans e "lisarmament”
"orbitratien” and "omity between peoples" (i.e. Letween ciplielirt pcverumeats,
)eto., o8 opium the purpose of which bsto befuddie ths rational magres. Ihe
deals hetween working clsss organizations ard pesty bourzeais paciristr \The
Amsterdnm-Pleyel Committee, and similar undertekings) render the bést gervice to
impericlism by distrmcting the cttention of the working class swuy from reality
with its grave struggle, and beguilding them instead with impetent parades.

The struggle against war and imperialism cauret be the worlt ¢f eay sert
of specisl "committees.” The struggle egalnst war is thepreparation for fevol-
ution, that is to say, the work ef working cless periioc awd of the Toternas
tional. The Marxists pose this solessal task before theproleberigh vanguurd
without eny frillls. Te the DECOM:POSING slogan af "cisarmexont” they ccunter-
pese the slogen of WINNING THE ARMY and ARMING the WORKERs. It is along this

aint thet there passes one of the mest impprtent lines of demarcation between
xism ond centrism. Whoever dares not utter aloud the rovolutionary tasks
will -never find the courage to solve theme Y
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During the year and o holf thot has elapsed since the proclemation of the
first program of the Fourth Internetional, the struggle for its principles
and its idens wos not suspended for a single day; the number of revolutionary
notionol sections and groups has grownj somo heve oxtended their tanks and in-
fluence; others attained o greoter homoheneity and cohosiveness; orgoni zations
in the same cowntry have united (Hollond, the USA){ o number of progrormatic
andtaotical doounonts have been worked oute This emtire labor will {ipdubitebly
proceed much better if it is correlated and unified on a world soale uuder the
banner of the Fourth Internationul. Theimpending war danger does not brook a
single day's delay for this task. '

The new parties and the New International must be built on a new founda=
tions that is the key to the solution of all other tasks, Natwrally thetempo
and the period of the new revolutionery upbuilding and its consummation depends
on the gemeral course of the cless struggle, upon thefuture victories and de-
feats of the proletariat. But Marxists are £hn no febelistse. They do not shify
over to the "mistorical process_" those very tasks which thehistoricalproocess
has posed before theme The initiative of & conscious minority, the soientifi
progrem, the bold and cesgseless agitation in the name of olearly formulated
goals, the merciless oritioism of sll wvasillation < that is one of the most
important factors for the victory of theproletarlat, Without a fused and
steeled revolutionary perty a socialist revolution 4s inconceivable.

Theoonditions are grave; the obstacles are greats; the tesks are colossal
But there are mo grounds whatever for possimism or loss of couragoe Despito
all thedefeats of the proletariat, the position of the olase enemy remains &
hopeless one. Capitalism is doamed, There is no salvation for humanity except
in the maxkx socialist revolutions

, In the very sequence of the Internationals there is tobe found an ine
vernal logic which coincides withthe historic rise of the proletariat. The
First Internatiomnal advanced the soientific program of proletarian revolutioy,
but fell victim besause it lacked & mass bases The Second Internatiomal lifte

out of the darkness, educated and mobilized milliions of workers, but ia the
decisive hour it was betreyed by the parliamentary and trade wnion buresusracy
depraved mf by capitalism in bloome The Third International set the example
for the first time of the victorious proletarian revolution but it wasgrowd
between the millstones of the bureaucracy of the isolated Soviet State and
the reformist bareaucracy of the Weste Todny, under theconditioms of the
decisive capitalist collapee, the Fourth International, standing om the should
of its predecessors, enriched by their victories and defeats, willmobilize
together the toilers of the Westand East for the viotoriousassault upoa the
strongholds of world capitalism. :

Workers of the World, Upitel

We herewith append the "Declaration of Four" on the fundamental principles
of the Fourth Intemgtionai. Not o single lipe of this manifesto has become
e.ntisuated‘ The present letter is only o restatement of the "Doclaration of

"Four" in the light of the experience of the last year ond ahalfe

We oall upox all parties, orgenisations, factions, both within the old
parties as well as the trode wnions, all revoldtionary working class essocia-
tions and groupings who are in agreement with us uponthe fundamental prinecipl
ond upon the great task we have poseds the preparatisn for and the building
of the Fourth International - to send us their signatures to the present
Open ketter, together with any propasal or oritioclsms they may have. Individ-
ual eomrodes who have not been connosted with our work up to now, if they
serioysly intend to Join the common ronks from now on should get in touch wit
UBe

The’ initiating organisations who are signotories to the Open Lottor havo
resolved to oreate o PROVISIONAL CONTACT COMMITTEE between thipse porties and
groups which stand upon the position of the Fourth Iytornatioral. The Provie
sional Committee is tobe emtrusted with the issuance of un inornation
pulletins In the ikmediote future the Committee is to asxure the correct
and mutunl working out of the fundomental programmatic ard tacticel dooument:

of the Fowrthinternationnle
The question of prepering an “Eobernatienal Conforence will bo decided

on the-boeig of replles received and tho general course of ‘the preparatory
The Provisional Secretary ise

Address:



