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INTE NATIONAL RELATIONS OF THE W.P,

P. C. RESOLUTION (N TH. STRUGGL: FOK TH& FOURTH INTERNATIONXL

- (Adopted by Plenum)
The Declaration of Principles of the Workers Party of the U.S. clearly
establishes the creation of the Fourth Internstional as the fundamental world
aim of the revolutionary Marxists. The establishment by the party founding
convention of fraternal relationships with orgenizations in other countries which
pursue the same aim; the concretization of these relationsiips by the first two
Plenums of the Party; the decision of the New York Plenum to sign the historiocal
Open Letter together with kindred organizations - all these mark steps natur-
ally and consistently taken by owr Party to confirm the importance of the work
for the Fourth International and the seriousness with whioh we teke this work.

The collapse and bankruptcy of the two old Internationals, which determ-
ined ouwp position in favor of the Fourth International, has been corroborated
beyond, #he shadow of doubt since the fatel German events by all that has hap-
pened in the past two years. The present situation in Ethiopia, which creates
the acutest threat of a new world imperialist war since 1918, only reveals the
bankruptoy af the offieial movements in a more glaring lighte The classio
foundetion.df the 24 International - the defense of decrepit hourgeois demoo-
racy - leads it.straight to its social patriotic position of defending the
"democratie" fatherland. The elassic foundation of the Stalinist International-
the theory and practice of soeialism in & single country, which steadily sub-
ordinetes the interests of the world proletarian revolution to the momentary
interests of the Soviet bureaucracy and its diplomatio auxiliaries - leads 1t
straight to its own sorial patriotic position of national defense under capital-
ism, & steand indistinguishable from thet of the social democracy and no less
treacherous. In both ceses, it is not an individual or episodic aberation that
is invalved, In the first instance, we face a course of action offiecially
adopted by the Executive Committee of the 24 Internatioral; in the second in- -
stance, what is involved is the policy officially consecrated by the 7th Con-
gress of the Communist Internationals Recent events, therefore, while they do
not create the necessity of the Fourth Internctional, serve to underescorse the
urgency of this need which was oreated by years of opporbuwmisbic’ and revisjion~
ist theory end practice of the two existing Invewrnetiounalss

‘Because of its important position in the world movement, e greater re-
sponsibility in the strugzle for tho new International reposes on the shoulders
of the Workers Party ef the United States then upon elmost any other organi na-
tion. In conformity with the imperious demands of the world situation, which
has flung the proletariat of all countries into the most difficwlt crisis it
has faced for more than a generation, it is incumbent upon our perty Go pay
even more attention to the international problem than ever before and %o take
a more audacious initiative in bringing into dynemic existence the new world
movement, More intensely than ever does the working class, end its revelution=-
ary vanguard in particular, require the inestimable, the indispsnsable benefits
of an organized international center., Var, which is international by its very
essence, carmot be combatted by the class war of the proletariat save under the
guidence of the firmly integrated International and with the solidarity of the
collective sister organizations in every country.

Faced with the coneretec situation, thercfore, the Plenum of the Workers
rarty declares that, especially in view of tremerdous and acute problems raised
by the Ital-Ethiopien wer and its likely consequences; it is prepared now to
perticipate at the earliest possible moment in convening and pmrticipating
decisively in world-wide conference held for the purpose of foumding the Fourth
Internatioral and leying down its line of principle and tretics. What the
proletariat is lecking now, as in 191&, is the leading revolutionary Intorna-
“tionel, in a period when it has been cruelly betrayed by the existing Interna-
tionals. Such an Internationel, with a responsible and representative direct-
ing conter, a movement based: on the principles which underlie our perty - and
it could be based on others only at thc cost of dooming it in advance - and
which operates on the principle, moreover, of demooratic centralism, is the cry-
ing need of the hour. The Workers Party therefore proposes to the Contact
Comnission for the Fourth Intornational, which it helped to create by the
signing of the Open Letter, and to its constituent orgunizations, thoc most
serious consideration of this problem, urges them to associate themselves with
our views and recommends thet the necessary steps be taken imediately for
carrying out the technicel end politicalmeasures required for the international
conference,

The Plenum of the Workors Party, in considering the tasks involved in
the struggle for the Fourth International, with whieh it is so singlemindedly
and proudly associated, takes note of the evolution of other groups and labor
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organizations which belong neither to the 2d or the 3d International. It is ineve
itable that, in the process of disintegration of thc¢ old movements, there should '
eierge. in every country new currents and tendencies, separating themsclves from
social democracy .end Stelinism under the impact of events and the pressure of
lofsward moving workers. By their very nature, these tendencics contain both pos-
itive features andnegativefeatures - the former represented by their broak with
the old movements, the latter ropresented by the romnants (sometimes cxtremoly
strong) of the old ideology and principles which they take along with them even
nfter the organizational ruptwre. In most casoes, the official leadcrship of these
tondencies and movements ropresent a conservative Centrist forcs whisa hss become
a di§tinct obstacle on the rosd to the Fourth International end which, if the let-
ter is to progress, must be wigorously combactedi. The principal ralivin: sontor
of thess Centrist foreces is the so-ocalled London Bureau I.A.G. Tho principal
breaking influence im the Londan Bureau has been exertiud by the S8.4.P. oy Gormany
which, while comuitted in worfs to the idea of the Fourth International, has been
the most insiduous opponent of any concrete steps to advance the movement, and

$he theoretical generaliser of all Centrist antugonisy to the New International.
doththe Bureau and its main inspirer, the S.4.P., have moved steadily to the Right
in tho recent period and instead of faciliating the clean and radical bruak with
the dead past, have sought to perpetuate it to the detriment of the revolutionary
movement, Instead of Jjoining actively and boldly with the Revolutionary Socialist
Worers Party of Holland whick has defended the Fourth International inside the
Bureau, and spurring its affiliated groups toward the new movement, the S,A.P,
hes steadfastly sabotaged the cause to which it is formal ly pledged. The *same
rpprehensible course has been pursued by the represecntatives of the S.A.P. in

the so-called Stockholm Y, uth Bureau, created by the Laren conference where the
idea of the Fourth International was endorsed. The latest violetion of the whole
spirit of this movement, and flagrant breach of faith, committed by the S.A.P.
representative in the Youth Bureau - nemely, the removal from the Secretariat of
the ropresentative of the International Communist League Youth, who has the con-
fidence of our perty and our Spartacus Youth League - a removal effected in com-
bination with the represenbative ofthe conservative Swedish Youth - is merely
additional evidence of the con@srvative, Centrist role being played in the wgld
novement by the S.A.P. leadership on a world seale as well as in the United
States. '

The founding and consolidation of the Fourth International can be accom
plished on a hard, sound Marxian basis drawing in all forces genuinely stending
for revolutionary internationalism; but on the other hand by an irreconcilable
oprosition to the tiny groups, cliques and sects which hover at the fringes of
ths genuine movement for revolutionary Maerxien internationalism, borrowing from
its ideas, distorting them, and in general leading a parasitic spiritval and
physical lifes In the United States these little cliques are rcpresented by the
weisbord and Field groupg. In the former we have a sect which rests upon a
strange melange of Fourth Internationalist and discredited Stalinist ideas of
"Third Feriod" vintage, and whioh seeks to eke out a political living exclusively
by fighting the responsiblg movement for the Fourth Intornational. Inthe Field
group, we have another sect which, by virtue of its blind hatred for the Fourth
Internationalists throughout the world em in the United States in particular,
haes gradually ‘and significantly evolved to the position of the §.4.P., i.es of
congervative Centrism. It would be absurd for the Workers Party, which has
tasks of enormous scope toresolve, to preoccupy itself greatly with those para=
sitic factioms, wuch less to consider them allics in the struggle for the Fourth
International, '

Our allijes are to be found c¢lsewhere, The Plenum of the #orkers Farty con-
firms the position taken by the New York plenum in establishing tie closest
revolutionary coliasboration with the mein stream of theé Fourth Internatiomnal
movement, namely, the Revolutionary Socialist Worlkers Party of Holland and the
International Communist League, cooperation with whom in the course of this year
has already linked us in the most intimate menner. While such collaburation cen
be and is based upon sokidarity in prinoiple and activity, accompanisd by mutual
ond comradely advice and criticism, the Workers Party categorically rcjscts the
disloyal and disruptive attacks conducted ageinst our allies by elements inside
and outside our own ranks. We condemr the sapping work which the S.A.P. ;ocadors
arc now seeking tp-carry on inside our Dutch sister party, and with ecual vigor
we condemn the disloyal - and from & principled point of view, fundamontalw
falsc - attacks made upon the International Coumunist League, aud its Fronch
section in pepticular, by the Ochler-Stemm faction in our party.

The revolutionary Marxists have never honorcd the prepostercus dogma that
the working class movement must develop according to & rigid pattern in cvery
single country. The principle of an independent rovolutionary Marxian party is
inviolate and fundamental, in our view; but such a party is attained in eech
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country &t different times and in different ways, in acqordance with the nationw
el paculiarities of the laud, the stage of developmant of the lalor and revol-
utionary movements, and the relationship of farces, ' Tuetical considerstions

of a weighty nature thus compelled the French Bo*she+ik-Lgn1nist group to nove
towerd the independent party of the Fourth International by the transitional
course of aesting, for . time und in comsequence of a unigue ccmbination of cir=-
cumstences, as afaction of ¥he French socialdemocracys, OQur party is happy to re~
cord that this tactic, replete with difficulties end drngers of opportunist
degeneration, is being successfully carriod out and bru"gut to a fruitful ending,
by our French comrades. Not only do theoreticel cousideration snd sound prece-
dert corroborate the p. misgibility of this tactic s ip no wise conflicting with
revolutionary yrincipie und#¥ the given cana1tiJns, but the concrete ernperienceg
accumulated by our Frenoh ctmredes in the course of gver ynar 's work in the
soeinlist party offer a full vindication of the correctness of their tuctical
step. We therefore reiterstie owr entire sclidarity with our Fronch comrades

and their international orgamizeion, who alcue, in Frunce, have carried out an
»1ntrar51geant fight for thy fdees of the Fourth intwrnetional, ard we indign: nV*&
repudiate the slandercus acvusatiocns of the Oehlor-ftamm fection concerning
"capitulation,” "MNenshevisnm," ead "ot jective nid to social patriotism." Our
French comrades are takirg the first big steps t> fcrm the French secbticn of the
 Fourth International preclsalv in the struggle against social patriotism, of the
- Stalinist and sooialdempcratzc stripe, against cupitulation end ”enshuvlsm,

The Plenum further records tha’ the fate of the international allies and

- similars of the Oehler-Stamm faction is sufficient indication of the lcmoutable
sectarian existence, and departure from the 1l:ving doctrine of revolotionary
erxism, to which our party would be doomed if it were to mcuept the line of
policy advocated so eresnonslbly, disruptively and fucticnally by this faction.
In the German movewsnt, this faection capitulated, bag and baggage to the S.A.F.
In France,it leads & pathetic existence, entirely unknown to the fermentlng work-
ing class movement and entirely without influence upon it, uniting cne day with
a -group which opposes the unoconditional defense of the Soriet Union and breaking
- with it tho next day. In Spain, the "oppenents in principle" of the so-called
"French turn" have recently effected a "merger" with the Marxian group into a
"new party" which is only an enlarged shadow of the aforementioned group and
which has teken & typically S.4.P. position on the question of the Fourth Inter-
netional and which, to this day, has failed to make its position oclcar toward -
much legs to dissociate itself from - the London Bureau, the Brandlerite "in.
ternational™ or the opportunist Doriot group in France. In the Latin American
countries, the representative of this "prineipled" faction, Eiffel, has been
ourrying on a oriminally irrdsponsible campaign of disruption ameng - sections of
an internationel orgenizatiagn, the I.C.L.,, with which our party,of which Biffel
is a member, is in comradaly’and harmonlous relations.

The farty must condemn the comrades of the thler-Stamm group who oharge the
Fronch Bolshevik-Leninists andthe I.C.L., our co-signatories to the bpen Letter,
with capitulation and liquidationisms Instead of giving aid tw the forces’
fighting our common battle in France, such u qourseconstitutes sabotage of the
couragooug revolutionary aotivity of our French comrades and hinders the build-
ing of.the Fourth International, We must extond every assistance to our com-
rades pertipoulerly in'this crucial periods The forces of gocial-patriotism
and class-aollaboration are in shorp conflict with the forces of Bolshevism
advooet a”oqmplebe breek with the bourgeeoisie, the slogon of revelutionary
defeatilm ‘ag “against truce with the bourgecisic in imperialist war, the need
for the struggle for power as the only means to defeat Fasoism as asainst the
betraying policy of’ uniting with the bourgeoisie to’ uphold bourgeols damocvacy
andoapitalism. It is clear whom we wust support QF'*his strgggle.

suss'nrm:E MQTION BY P,C, F(R RESOLUTION. ou "FRI}NCI IURK"
BY. MUSTE- 'EBER, et. al,.

(Substitute adopteq.by,Plenum)

P.Cy is *nstructeg bo draw up a conprehensive statamant on.the teotio pur~
sued in buildifg the Fourti ;uuernatlonag ty.the I.%.L.. and ita, sestions.
(questions of so-called "Frenci. Turn" etc.) .and ivsas. same.in the nems of, the
Flent;me. The statement of Cumrades. MusterWeber. eb. ai whigh. is in e~§ent1§l

conformity with the Intornational. resolption,of the P.C,. 1awaccepted s basic,
material to be used by the P.C. im the preperation of this fully elaborated

statement.
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Y. cearteess ON THE WEUS AND THE TOLICY CF THD "TRENCH TURNY

By Muste, webor, GloLZor, Lmic, Jonnsor, hllrrd, sStoir, Fculd And Oress |
1 In wmistokable terms, the Declaration of Principles of the WPUS commitied -
..the purty to the spesdiest possible establishment of & "new Fourth Internatioral 2
based on the theoretic and strategic principles laid down by Merx and Lenir." '
The grewing imnirence of war,the foveward sweep of fescism end the sociel-pat-
riotle treason of ths fecend snd Third Internatiomsls, render it incumbent on
har:gir;‘ts to take ail resolute nrnd effcctive action to that endwithout delay.
To temporize any longer with the opportuunism, the diplomacy and the vaccilations® -
of ths centrist elements of tho London-Amsterdem Buresu, would be a fatel ebdi- .t
cation of revolutionary leadershipe FPresented with these considerations, the °
Vorkers Party at its June plenum, in association with allies who in deed &s well s
as word, had evidenced the like aims, took the decisive step of sponsoring the ¢
Open Letter for the Fourth Internstional. . |

-
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: To say that "the Second as wellas the Third Internationals are condemned, »
thefuture belongs to the Fourth International” does not yet "disclose how, under
what ciroumstences. end within what intervals the Fourth International will be ..
constituted.” 1In lerge measuwre the controversy as to how the new revolutionary -
parties and the new, Fourth, International are to be built has resalved around
the question of the "Frenoh twn" (entry of the Bylshevik-Leninists in Frence b
into the Socialist Party, SFiO)s The W.P.U.S. has not hitherto formulated its ~

position on this question. ‘ N
| . | <

It is necessary for the Party to formulate a fundamental position because f_

the issue involves the whole method-of-building the new International, the L

political character of our allies and the role of our Party. We are confronted =
elso with the fact that with increesing disregard of consequences, the group of =+
Comrede Oechler assails the poliocy of the I.C.L. and more particulerly the French
Bolshevik Leninists as capitulation to the Second International, If thcse o
uccusations were well-founded, the W.P.U.S. would appeer to be oonsorting with
trattors to communism end immediate rupture of fraternal cdllaberation in build
ing the Fourth International must follow. If on serious examination these
charges prove ill-founded, the Party hes no recourse but to condemn the attitude™
of the Oehler group as sabotage of the revokutionary activity of the French
Bolshevik-Leninists and of thg building of the Fourth Intermatiocunals

2. What lends such outstending significence to the problem is that Franco
today is the most important battleground of the classes, the key to the fate
of Zurope and perhaps of the worlds  Shouldfascism add this country 10 its
list of conquests, it would hurl the proletarian causc back for dscades and
mortelly endanger the existence of the Soviet Union. On the other hand, the
signel of the French Revolution would rouse the oppressed of Germany, haustria,
Spain and Italy and forever destroy the fabric of Versailles, Hitler's wvision
of Mittel-Europa snd Stelin's "socialism-in-a-single-country."

With the fresh multiplication of the jnter-imperialist contradietions of
decayins capitalism, ‘the crisis im France has grown progressively more acute.
Clasc antagonisms became explosive, the stcbiliry of the democratic state was
widermined, and a formidable fascist movement engenderod. A deep ferment set in
among the messes. From the great demonstration of February 12, 193L, to the
racent revolts in Toulon and Brest ageinst the decrees of Lavsl-Herriot, the
workers have given striking ménifestation of their readiness to struggle. But
equally tho bureaucracies of the Stalinists and Socialist parties bent every
effort to confine the militency of the masses to the channels of parliamentar-
isms TUnder oanpulsion of the overwhelming mass sentiment for unity in the
struggle, the &FI0 and the CPF set up & United Front, But this United Front,
the mere fact of the existonce of which at first eoted as a deterrent to fas-
cist aggression, and which under revolutionery leadership could have launched
a struggle for power, wes converted by the bureausracies into the ocomplete ne-
_gation of the class struggle. It hag become a bloc with the Radical~Socialists,
a pavn of the Stalin-laval Pact, and a tool of ministerialism, Charged with
a1l the elements of a pre-revolutiomary crisis, the situation could become
cither directly revolutionary or counter-revolutionary depcnding upon whether
the leadership of bho proletariat embarked on the conquost ef power er fatal-
istically and troacherously peeferrod to capitulate. But the existing leader-
ship was anti-revolutionary. The most important factorin the development of
e revolutionary sitvation was non-existent; there was no working class party
capable of utilizing the conditions of the social crisis for a political of-
fensive. There was no party of the Fourth International. .

3, The specific features of the capitalist orisis in France determined the
entry the Bolshevik-Leninists into the SFIO, The immediate threat of
fugoisfa, the orisis of the demooratic state, the crisis in the social demooracy,
and the fomation of the United Fromt, all developed in the absence of a
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Merxist party. "It épeo without saying thet if there existed in France a strong
organization of BOl hevik

presént co“dx+1ons, the indspendent axis around which thie proleterisn vanguard
would cr&,talli e. T < Videl. Bul tie Communist Tigve wa§ uafortunately o
prepaganda group only, too isolated, and nimerically oo feeble to act ac an
irdependent center of attracticn, The Ligue had properly never regerded itsclf
as the new party but as the 1nsurumenba¢lty of its creation. The ngue had been
the principal advocate of the united front but its distorted realization had
deprived the Bolsheviks of even that tactical advantage, It was the treacherous
aim of the bureaucracies of the twomajor parties in France to isolate the
Trotskyists from the masses by excluding them from the United Front, Thus the
French Comrunist Leaguc was faced with & situation in which its principal
tactical argument, that of the United Front, was being takenout of its hands.
so that the one force that could properly apply this tactic might not be able
to participate in the actions resulting from it. 1In the circumstances mere
criticism from without would have alienated the masses. The problem of the
Ligue wes to gain access to the masses, to imbue their sentiment for umity
with revelutionary substance, to lay the foundations of the new party of the
Fourth Internationals. Concretely, the Marxists had to influence the evolution
of the messes and the course of their struggle from inside the united front

by affiliation with one or the other of the two available purties. As between
the CPF and the -8FI0 there was no longer any fundemental choice - both repre-
sented varieties of centrisme. But the bureaucratic centrism of the CP ef-
fectively barred the woy to entry, where the SFIO-under the impaot of the
crisis, afforded it,

.L)aﬂq;uts it could and °bou d have become under

The crisis of the dsmocratic state, the developing break of the bourreoisis
with social reformism in favor of fascism, undermines the internal stability
of the social democracy as it involves its ultimate destruction. ¥hile the
perty buresucracy still strives to attach its services to the transitional
Bonapartist regimes (government by decree, etc.) and dreams of the old coali-
tionism, the rank and file, subjected to lowered living standards end political
repression, find themselves in armed struggle with the bourgeoisies The
cleuvage between leadership and following in the Socialist party widens; the
confllcting tendencies take the ficld openly. The classic rcformism of the
party gives wey to centrisms It was this conjuncture that enabled the Bolshe-
viks Vo offect their entry. »

To identify the tactical flexibility of the Bolshevik-Leninists with oppor-
tunism would be doctrinnaire soctarianism with its fixed end immuteble cate-
gories. This does not mean that it is our concept that the Seccnd Internationel
is now in process of becoming the "international of revolution." There is no
warrant for such a concept in the actual course of this international. 4as ths
Open Letter unequivocally asserts: "In every part of the world, the social
demooracy, dospite the decay of capitalism, continues to reumein the agency of
the bourgeoisie within the worklng class, and evinces its utter inability to
mobilize the masses oven in its own defonse against Fascism," much less fo
mobilize and train them for the revolutionary assault on capitalism which is
the only real "defense" against Fascisme

The parties of the Third International are ocompletely bureaucratized and
dependent upon the bureaucr&cy of the Soviet Union. The membership, deprived
of any real participation in party deeisions, 1s systematically hindered from

crystallizing any kind of independent political thought, While in the main .
the opvortunity for penetrating the ranks of the Socislist workers is at the
moment greater, we do not turn our backs upon the "Communist" parties on the
essunption that no doubts andquestionings are felt among Stelinists. Under
the impact of events on the one hand and of the criticism of the revolutionary
internationalists #n theobher hand,; revolt will gother strongth among them.
Doriot in Hrence, the open oriticisms of Stalin in some French soctions of the
C.P. since the Comintern Congress registered his complcte and shamelass cap=-

itulation to social-patriotism,’ the very fact that the most extensive and
brutal repression must be resorted to within the Soviet Union itself, as wcll

as the movement for "organioc unity" with the Social-democracy and for "labor
porties,” foreshadow the eventual disintegration of the parties and of the
Third International and the recruitment of forces from the ranks of disillu-
sioned Stalinist followors for the Pourth International,

Capitulation on the part of the Bolshevik-Leninists when they entered the
SFI0 would have meant acceptance oftthe principles of the social demecracy, a
truce with the bureaucracy, divorce from international control, liguidation
of the faction, cessation of La Verite, and renunciation of the slogan of the
Fourth Internationale Thecontrary occurred. The Bolshevik-Leninists mklitently



~

'
- . ’

T ° -~ _STATEMSNT ON THE WPUS AND THi POLICY OF THE "FRENCH TURN" -3

-

pressed their revoluticfiary program of action on both thc SFIO and the U, ited
Fronte They broadcust their slogans of active resistanco to fascism and revol=
utionary assault on capitalism, They reaised tho demands for workcrs' militia,
the general striko, workers and peasants' government, sociulization and work-
oers' controls Thov challenged ths social-patriotiom of the Popular Tront,

end its agents the reformist bureaucracies, Thoy raised the bannor of the

new International and joined their signaturc to_the eRlLotter.f%sb%tresult thro
former propsganda group has become a/revelutioniry ghiy slgnitiount . -
factor. The Bolshevik-Leninist slogans have penetrated the consciousness of
wide masses, and crystallized a rovolutionary left winge At tho Mulhouse
Congress of the @FIO the Bolshevik motien secured 2000 votes. The Y _uth have
won a commensurate influence over the most important sections in the country and
heve incurred expulsion at the hands of the anxious officinldom. But expulsion
will no longer entail the old isolations The foundations have been laid and the
French party of the Fourth International is rapidly emerging on the order of the
days The dialectics of the entirc process now places on the order of the day
the formation of the indopendent revolutionary party, &s o pcolarizing center

for attracting the vaenguard from both the C.P. and SFIO as well as from isolated

groups.

Le Thet revolutionary politics predicate the complete organizational inde-
pendence of the Marxist party is implicit in every line of the Open Letter,
"Unity with reformists and social-patriots of the social-democratic or Stalinist
variety signifies in the last analysis unity with the national bourgeoisie,”
While rank and file sentiment for unity whether in the form of united “frofit or
organic fusion is not reactionary in itsclf and uwnification of parties might
wdor certain circumstances facilitate the regrouping and rcorganization of
genuine revolutionary elements and in this sense constitute "a step forward,"
what determines tho worth of unity in any instonce is its political content.

The experiences in Austria, Belgium and Great Britain suffioiontly indicate that
unity devoid of rovolutionary program and practice omly prepares tho way to
disasters The United Front in France today has booome a conspiracy of the bur-
enucracies, and an obstacle in the path of the proletarian rovolution. Orgonic
unity under the same auspices ond with the like program could mean nothing morei

The development of tho Fourth International is a complex process. To attempt
to prescribe an identical course fer all countrics would be o completely un-
Marxian disregard of the specific stages of thu capitalist orisis and the ox-
perionces of the massose More reiteration of the principle of party indepundence
solvos little wherc the problem is first to oreate tho party. Ve cannot do
bettor than to reaffirm the position of tho Opon Letter. "Depending on tho
national conditions, upon the degrec of tho decomposition of the world working-
class prganizations, and finally upon the statc of their own forcos at .o given
moment, the Marxists can coms forward, now in the form of an indopondent
organization, now in the guise of a faction in one of the old parties or trade
unionseee" Orgonizational flexibility in the orcation of the new party must be
eccompanied by unwavering firmnoss of principlos We rejeot any concept of the
tactic #f the Fremch Turn as absolutc and international. "Tho truth is always
concrete." The Open Letter significantly underscorcs that factional work wherc
neccssary is only a stage on the road to the creation of tho new roevolutionary
parties and its purposes must be oponly avoweds "On whatover arena, and with
whatever mothods thoy function, thoy (the Bplshovik-Leninists) arc bound te
speek in the name of umqualified principles and revolutionary sloganse They do
not play hide and seek with the working class; they do not concenl their nims;
they cannot substitute diplqmgcy end combinations for a principled struggle."

We hold that the French Turn was carried out in eccordance with these con-
ditions. It was based pregisely on that complex of national conditions, state
of decomposition of the old organizations, stete of or ;anization of the Bolshevik
vanguard, that is referred to in the Open Letter. Te represent the action of
the French League in entering the SFIO with its -clearly avowed purpose of uniting
the revolutionary vanguard around the prineiples of the Fourth Internationsal,
as o form of liquidation and capitulation to the social reformism of the Second
International is in our opinion unwarranted and without any semblance of support
in the course actvally pursuved by the C.L. in France. fdherence to such a view
in face of the facts we' condemn as sectarianism vhich can only lead to an anti-
Karxian course, Unquestionably the tactic involved serious risks, Fundamentally
the course of the French League has been Bolshevik to the core and is an in- ‘
spiration to Bolsheviks the world over. We must alertly oppose all illusions with
regard to the Second International or a merger of the two Internationals. The
social democracy r@mains_thq\agency of the bourgeoisie within the working class.
We must at the same time unc.qrstand how to save thedisillusioned and leftward-
trending masses in the sociel demooracy from teking the road of Stalinism,
The Marxists are not sgtisfied with either "proocleiming" the Fourth Imternational
nor with -passively expectimg it us a gift of the "historio process." Thoy will. .
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actively intervene in every phase of the class struggle to croate the new parties
as rapidlyass possible,s The imaediate condition for success is the consolidation
nationally and internationally of the genunine preletarian revolutionists, vhe
folbwers of Marx aud Lonin, on a comxon progiam under a comion banner. The new
epoch requires a now Internat*on¢1

5. In the light of the fwr°~0Luy hew deoss the "Frerch turn" affect the policy
of our party in this couavry and more passistlisriy. e attitude to the Socialist
Party in the United States? It is cue corwivction Lha* a® nc poinh is there ary
parallel to the conditicus that juwtified enirv into the ¥PI0. It . is true tiaat
the SP is subject o 1rtcrnnt10nal xousrcus,¢onq, to the impret of the changes
wrought by the crisis of capitalisa aud "democracy', the tendency to displace re-
formism by centrism, as u“e howrgevisie resorts to faﬁcnamo But "rhat ig of do-
Gisive importance for practical and above all for organizetional corﬂ;do otions

is the _question of xnow1q9 nJﬁ”thls tewdencv 1s refracted L - ‘at the g;v»L atage

of develomqﬁu,: 1q;gy{§nc*a dbmocraulc party of a glven countxy.' Videl),
There is no pre-revolutlcorary crisis in the United States as yet. The Anerican
bourgeoisie does not yet feol the impsorative urge to destroy the organizations

of social reformism. The SP canrnot bu deemed a centrist mass party in disintegra-
tijon as in the cmse of the SFIO. The relation of forces as between the three
parties is different than in France. The United Frodtudoos not exist and if it
did could not have nearly the same significance. 4bove all the Workers Party
already constitutes thet independent revolutionary organization, even though it
cennot yet claim to be a mass party, about whioh the class conscious workers of
tmerica way be rallied, For these reasons it would bo entirely false to draw a
varallel with the circumstences of the Fronch sit ustion, there is no werreant for
it in the implications of the "French turn" and we therefore regoct any concept
af "entry into the S.Pi" in the U.S.

In conclusion the WPUS cndorses the policy of the French Bolshevik-Leninists
and the I.C.L. as a thoroughly Marxist poliocy for building the French party of
the Fourth International; The Party must condemn the comroades of the Oehler-
Stamm group who charge tho French Bolshevik-Leninists and the I.C.L., our co- .
signatories to the Open Letter, with capitulution and liquidetionism. Instead of
giving aid to the forces fighting our common battle in France, such a courso
constitutes sebotage of the courngeoous revolutionary activity of our French com-
rades end hinders the building of the F wth Internationals We must extend every
assistance to our camrades particulerly im this cerueial period. The forces of
social-patriotism and class-collaboraticn arc in sharp conflict with the forces
of Bolshevism advocating a complcte break with the bourgeoisie, the slogan of
rcvolutionarydefoatism as agoinst truce with the bourgooisic in imperialist wor,
tho need for the struggle for power as the only means to defoat Fascism as againrs
the betraying policy of uniting with the bourgeoisie to uphold bourgeois democ-
racy and capitalisme It is clear whom we must suprort in this strugglce

The issue of the Prench turn has divided ‘our Party for = long tims, The op-
portunity for e thorough-going political discussien of the problem hes been dro-
vided, We beliove that the Party will overwhelmingly endorsce the French Turn and
place itself in full solidarity with our French comrados and our co~gignatorics
to the Open Lettor. When expcricnce itself refutes the allegations of those who
traduce the course of the Bolshevik Loninists in Francc, thoy shift the ground to
similar accusations against sections of tho ICL in other countrics. *care.
concerned with the moin lines of Ikmxzppiimxkimwx the Turn and its Marxist logit-
imacy, and not with tho details of its apwliication or misapplication. Te mekc tho -
successes or failures in application of the so-called French turn in ono country
after another the crucial issuos of our Party which our Party must rcesolve bcforc
it capn turn to any other task in this poeriocd of erisis, is to put the matter in |
o false and even ridioulous light. When the Party has formulaoted its position,
this must put a period to the discussion. It would bo utterly indefensible to
subject the Party, once it has tokén a position on the basic issue, to intere
minable and bitter internal conflict over the detailod evnluation of tho tretics
pursued by parties and groups in one country after another. We call upon the
Ochler-Stamm comrades to abide by the decision of the Party, to carryout party
discipline, and to dissociato themselves from policies that can only lead to
the blind alley of sterile sectarianiems Our Party has big and immediate tasks
beforo ite Our Porty is the independent revolutionary party of the Amcrican
workers, the instrument t for building the Fourth International on /mericon sail,
Let us close ranks! Forward to building the Party!
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The major political task of the proletarian.vapguard -_th; reigsggfw
ling of the reveclu“ionary cadres and thg bul;dl?g of the ourt ]‘ )
ternational - is recogrizad v all factions in the Party. The new ox-
ientation of the TJT - tue so~called French turn -'has posed Vefythr
snarply before the american pai~y aad car 1nterna§19nal novemen .f;
manrier in which this task is to Wbe varried to fIUltlon? Tpe acn§v1u{
of the I.8. in the last pericd reveals a sharp contradlctlpn beuwgef
its statements (Declaration of Four, Open Letser, etc.) Whlch seep o1+
point a clear path toward independen. revolutionary pa;tles and tfe
speedy launching of the Fourth International (the orlglngl perspect-
ive of the ICL) and its actions, which have been to llquldgte sect -
ions into the Social democracy in a whole series of countries. '
The resolution of the P.U.,, which attempts to confine evalugtlon
of the new orientation to a discussion of the entry in France,gives
the so-called practical reasons which were originally advanced for
this "tactic." A consideration of these practical motivations in
the light of the extension on an international plane of tbe_French»
"tactic,” notably in Belgium, where the situation in no wise regen-
bles that in Fzance, reveals the utter superficiality of this arg-

ument,

The real motivation is to ve found in those articles published
after the French entry which give it theoretic justification,strlpped
of its verbiage, this justification can be summed up as follows: the
attempt of the ruling class to solve its crises by means of Fascism
has forced social democracy to the left. In a number of cases, not-
ably spain and Austria, social democracy has even taken up arms in
its fight against Fascism. We witness today the phenomenon of the
change of social democracy from classic reformism to centrism, This
opeéns up a new arena for the Bolshevik-leninists, The possibility of
reform of the Second International or its constituent parties is
"theoretically not excluded." Thus, the organizational conclusion,
entry into the Sdéchal Democracy to complete its conversion into the
instrument of revolution.

These arguments estabkish conclusively that the theoretical mot-
ivation and the organizational liguidation flowing from it are two
sides of the same coin - which side is first exposed to public gaze
is not decisive, : '

The P.C. resolution attempts to draw the balance of thetwnn in
terms of the French entry alone, Though this is a false method of
posing the question, France, where objective circumstances are sup-
posed to have been most favorable, offers nothing to Justify Cannonte
continued enthusiasm or Muste's recent conversion. From the Interngl
Bulletin No, 6 of the Eolshevik~Leninist group, we learn that the im-
posing guperpstructure of 1087 ‘votes, cast for a brogram of action
based on the concept of revolut ionary unity within the SFIQO, rests
uncertainly on the narrow base of 300 members in the faction itself,

We further learn that large numbers of Socialist workers evoly-
ing toward the left, aad impelled to an organizational break with the
SFIO, finding no independent révolutionary center, became disoriented
and fell under Stalinist influence, ‘

Finally, the imminent 8plit and the independent party of which ve
have heard so much latiely, whose realization wag to answer once gnd
fer all the Cassandras of the ICL in the light of the tpeech of lgl-
inier at the recent national conference ,0f the Bolshevik-Leninist
faction seems more distant than ever, "Padience," cried Molinier,
"Have we the basis for a new party now? You people are all pedants.

You use¢ the word independence as though we were an oppopessed colonigl
country, Our indepeaidence will make us independent of ail working
¢lass action and the vorking masses.," Peculiarly enough,  the fight
for the new party and the Fourth International takes the form of a
relentless strugzle for reintegration - revolutionary unity within the
SFIO0, So much for !france, '

It is no accident that the FC refuses to consider what i - would
term the “Snternaticnal réepercussion of the French turn," or, to put
1% cor.ectly, the wer 1d wide regults of the new orientatign, To at-
tempt to confine the discussion “o France, by assuming an ostrich pol-
icy toward the international movement,is the refusal to face all the
legues raised by th: aew orientation,
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The ICL has suifered splits in almost every section. ILeftward moving
Sociulists, and centrist groups outside the 24 and 3d Internationais,
have e¢verywhere becn confused and disoricnted by the iquidation of
ICL suctions into the <d International, The contradiction betwecn our
official pronunciamsntes and the liquidationist coursc¢ of the ICL hns
scrved only to sow coufusion in the ranks of the¢ edvancced workers as
to the directionm in which we were traveling,with 2 rcesultant loss in
rceruifing power nand influencc. We condemn an attempt to blackjack
a political minority into sulmission the Cannon-Weber tactic of char-
acterizing cveryone in the party opposcd on principle grounds to the
Fr.nchturn as "anti-Trotskyite," "Baucritc," "intcrnational splittecr®
and "party wrecker.," We consider this type of poditical blackmail
has no place in a discussion on so vital a question as the road to
the Fourth International.

Nevertheless, we cannot for a moment countenance the irregponsible
gttitude of the 0-8 faction, toward the major force for the 4th Inter-
national, the ICL and Comrade Trotsky. Despite the grave error ex-
pressed mn the new orientation, the ICL remains a C mminist orgeni za-
tion with which we must solidarize ourselves and collaborate loyally,
We characterize as a provocation far greater than the isszuance of the
International News, theattempt by the Oehlerites to create a m.chan-
ical division between Lenin and Trotsky. The proposal to immediately
resrganize the Contact Commission and the Youth Bureau on the basis of
a new manifesto signed oply by gr.ups which accept the full iine of
the 0-§ faction, means, in effect, to build the 4th International witi-
«ut and against the ICL.

The WP which was founded on the principle »f revolutionary inter-
nationalism, and which by its independent existcncc constitutes a
powerful factor against the new orientatiovn, must take the lead im
the fight for the earliest possible formation of the Fourth Int¢rna-
tional, based on the creation ¢f-independent revolutionary parties
born in poditical and .rganizational struggle against the two bank-

rupt internati-nals - a repudintion of the néw crientation,

We czall on the French comrades tuo give this movement a powerful
impetua by striking out ‘boldly and unequivocally for an srganizational
becak from the SFIO, toward the formation of an independent revolu-
tionary party, which can become the polarizing center around which the
revolutionary elcments &t present in and out of the two bankrupt
internationals, will group themselves, for the decisive struggles
that arc already on the agenda of the ¥remch working class.

it H

RESOLUTION ON THE SAP (Presented by Ogden, mot adopted,
substitute follows)

l. The Plenum of the Wcrkers Party, in considering the tasks involved
:n the strugyle for the Fourth International with which it is so sinzlc~
lindedly and proudly asuociated, takes note of the evolution of other
roups and labor organi:ations whicih belong neither to the Second or
‘hird International, It is inevitable that, in the process of digin-
'cgration of the old movements, there should emerge in every country
4% currents and tendencaies, separating themselves from gocial democ-
'2Cy an:.. 8talinism under the impact of everts and the pressure of
:ftward moving workers. By their very nature these tendencies contain
‘oth positive features :.nd negative features -the former repregented by
- i¢ir break with the olc. movements, the latter represented by the rem-
nts (semctimes extremezly atromg) of the old ideology and principles
uich they take along w..t2 them zwen afher tie crgamzetional riviurc,
- i0 most cases, the ofriciial leadership nf thcse tenleacies and roviment
‘upresent a conservativi: Coutrigt feorce which bas become a disiinegs ob-
-tncle on the rosd to “hic 4tk Int. and vhich, if the laster is to Pro-
. 'res6, must be vigorous.ly cembatted. Ule principal rallying center of
-2v86 Centrist forces ist theso-called icndon Ruceau IAG,  The priwcipal
‘reaking influence in thie Zeciidon Bureau has been cxerted by the 840
¥ Germany which, while comnitted in words to the idea of the 4t In-
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tern.tional, has been the most insiduous oppibnentof any concrete
steps to advance the movement, and tae theoretical generelizer

of all Centrist «ntagonism to the New Int.rnacional. Both the Burga1
and its maih inepircr, the SAP, have moved steadily to the Rignt in
the recent period and instead of faciliteting the clean and vadicnl
break with the dead past, have sought to perpetunte it to the dud-
Arimeut of the revelutionary movement, Jastcad of joining active-
ly 2ud boldly with the Revolutiodary Socialis$ Workers Partv of
Ho.ilend whichhas defended the 4th Tnternaticnal inside the Bureau,
cnd spurring its affiliated groupe toward the new movement, the

SAP has steadfastly sabotaged the cruse 4o which it is formally
pledged. The same reprechensible couvree has been pursued by the
ruepregsentatives of the SAP ia the so-called Stockholm Youth Burcau,
crecated by the Iaren conference where the idea of the 4th Interna=
ticrnal was endorscd. The latest wiolation of the whole spirit

of this movement, and flagrant breach of Yaith, comuitted by the
SAP representatives of the Internatisnal Coizaunist League Youth

hag tae confidence of our party and our Spartacus Youth League -

a removal effected in combinatioh with the representative of the
conservative Swedish  Youta - im merely additional evidence of the
conscrvative, Centrist rcle being rlayed in the world movement by
the SAP leadership. These circumatances define the task of the Work-
eére Party in encrgetically cembatting the ideclogical and organizg-
tional influencc of the SAP legdership on a world secale as well ag
in the United States." (Rasclution for the Strugg;le for the Fourth
International, sulmitted oy FC majority. ) , '

2. This section of the PC rcsolution establishes clearly the fact
that in the building of the 4tn International the SaP is not.an

e2lly but an eneny. To maintain fraterpal relations on the same basis
as with the ICL is obviously contradictory. The Plenum thereforc
decidee to sever fraternal relations with the SaAP.

- s e e Gy gy

SHACHIMAN SUBSTITUTE FOR OGDEN - SUBSTITUTE ADOPTED BY'
PIENUM) . ~

That the concrete steps to be taken by our narty with rcla-
tion to the SAP and to thc provlem of briagin, ite supporters
cloecr to the Fourth International, %e refcried 4o P.C, with ine-
structione to procued in accordinse with the political line set
down in the¢ resolution on builfiang of the 4th Intcrnational.

1/";")7{',‘177{7’ # F



STATIMENT ON MUSTE~W:BER RESOLUTION ON T-E "FRENCH TURN"
Submitted to October Plenum WPUS by icKinney

The main pcliticcl position of the resclution, that the "Frcnch Turn” or the
"New Orientation" was o tactic is, I believe, corpect in the light of the avail-
+blo evidences Tho "New Orientation” must be cslled ctactic unless we toke the
pesition that the entry in France and other countries was mede on the basis of
& plon, decision or precedure which urged or instructed the secticns of the 1ct
to enter the Second Internmation:l wherever both groups existed - in disregard of
the time, the nlace or the circumstences in the coruntry of cntry. Therc is no
ovidenee thet this was the mosition of comrede Tratsky or of the IS.

Although informotion concerning the "Now Oricntoation” has beon meager and in
port highly centroversial, therce is enough for the cunclusion that the turn wes
tectical and devised far the purpose of bringing the small cnd weuk Bolshevike-
Leninist groups into contnct with larger masses of workers, to tho end that they
have better cppertunity to influence those workers ideologically, bring them to
o kxkkgx rovolutionary Marxion position, and later draw thom into & now indo-
pendent party of the Lith Internstional. o

While taking the position that thc "New Oriecntation” as corried out wos a
tectic, it dees not fellow thot one must blindly approve thetactice and raiso the
cry of "no eriticism" excopt that which is tho most fuvorable. Anclysis of the
socil demoeracy, I believo, will demonstrate that only in exceptional instancos
will it bo correet,justifiablc and effective for ruvolutionary parties to onter
any of the socetions of the 24 Internaotionnl,

Frenco, it sooms was on cxcoptions Herc thotuctic may be admittod to be cor-
rect based on the conerete situation at theo time of entry ond on the results
achioved to date,

This does not ubligato us to givo o complete, glorifying and uncritiecal
approval to the method of applying the toctic in Frunecc ond elscwherece Comrade
Irotsky reeognized the ‘grave dangers inhercnt in this method of meking on cp-
proach to the mussos. In a lctter to the WP ho remorked that not only was the
SFIO not o rewvolutionary party but that it was not ¢ven a working clnss porty.
It is = potty bourgoris party, said Comrade Trotsky, and added thoet the workers
were in the CP and in -~rgnnizations outside of both partiose I ask: did thc
socirl compositinn ofthe SFIO chsngoe hetween the tim »f the entry and the time
of comredo Trotsky's stotument? ’

ifter the French entry the "New Orientation” was urged in other countries
ond finally found its woy to the United Statese There is umple reas . n to hold
that what has been cclled the "Sicinlist Party orientation" of onc group in
the WP was the tpplication ¢o the United States of the "New Orientation” of the
ICL  That the application was planned or suggested by the ICL is not the con-
tention or the position of this statements Rather is it more correct to say
that those who developed the SP orientotion interpreted the New Turn in such a
monney that the SP orientation resulted. '

Furthermore, certain facts and events do not bear out the contention that the
application of the New Orientation to the Uplted States was the merger of the )
CLA ond A'P, and that the SP orientction was an inecrrest and distorted applica-
ticn of the "New Orientations" If this interpretation is correet and such con-
fusion as did arise was possible then it can be said tlat the method of the IS
in hahdling the "French turn" wus carcless and unfortunates This is true or else
the leading proponents of the turn in the U.Se. were oareless and lacking in
understonding of the true meaning of the turn.

Since the matter is before the party for discussion it would be irresp.ns-
ible not to emphasize and explore cll pertinent phases of the question.This
question has been stirring the porty for severnl months and it would be incorrect
to cttempt to hedge the discussion in with purely arbitrary limitations, such
&s the contention that the discussion be limited tc France onlys The chief defen-
dors of the Frenoch Turn must concede that those who disagree with them also hove
the duty and the right to go into details and to drow what conclusions seem jus-
tifiede In many respects the French turn is the central gquestion before the
plenum ond the partye I have mentioned before that the SP orientation of one
group in the WP was direoctlyrelated to the "French turn."

It has been and is extremely difficult to discuss this gucstion dispossion~
ately and objectly for the reason that the two groups in posscssion of thc neocs~
dary informationhave shrouded the matter in muddle, mystery and bitter disputo
in the manner of seots trying to establish once and for all the true faith,
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The party should not be swayed by proponents of the turn who hurl charges
of anti-Trotskyism or of shame faced Ochlerism 5 Neither should we be influenced
ty those who 8oy that if we do not oppose the turn on principle we will =nd im
O SWOMpD,

-There are legitimate reasons for +he WP at this time to at+emp+ to restriet
the wiscussion of the "New Orientation" t6 Brance and the inited States. These
reasons however, must not be of the type "there is not time enough,""we cunnot
go on forever through France, Belgium, Poland, Chili and Ranzibare"

We emphasize Franoe as the hub of the world revolutlonary movement, While
we do not turn owr basks on the "New Orientation" as applied in other countries
we do not - in thelight of the faots g attempt to elevate Cuba, Chili or Poland
- to the 1mportance of Frances

The party must taka the position that the Bolshevik-leninists have con-
ducted themselves in a revolutionary Marxion manner in the SFIOs Those aeotlons
of the Muste-Weber resolution which decl with.,this phase of the "Frenoh turn"
should receive_the ungualified support of o/Zroupsin the We Ps The Oehler
group, of course, cannot moke an objective evuluation of the course of the B-L
when they begin with the premise that the entry was unprineipled and ideologi-
onl capitulation to the socianl democracy.

The Bnlshevik-Leninists have increased their revolutionary forces in the
SFIO,have lecrned something of the difficulties of working inside the social
democrocy, have come into sharpconflict with the bureaueoracy, have raised the
slogen of the Lth International and are now about ready to set up the new inde-
pendent purtys They are not capitulotors. nor is the ICL led by capitulators
to the sociul democracy, nor Mensheviks, nor betrayers of the world proletariat,

For these rensons but with the above qualifications, I vote for -the Muste-
Weber resolution on the "French turn.”

XXX
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THESIS ON THE ROAD TO THE FOURTH INTTHRNATIONAL ANND THE

NEW ORIENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMNUNIST IEAGUE
(submitted by Oehler-Stamn and defeated by Plenum)

I 3
1, The ceniral task of our time is the assemb}ing of the ?equut;on
ary “cadres in a Marxist party and their training and discipline in
thg nrinciples of Marxism and the ideas and methods of Lenin.That is.
today, the road to the conquest of the masses and the overthrow of

capitalist society.

The party of proletarian revolution can be only a world party com-
posed of national sections subject to internationad control central-
ized in a world center guding, directing and coordinating the struggle
to overthrow capitalism,which moves in the channels of the Permanentr
RevoRution and according to ite laws both in the imperialist "moth.r'

countries and in the colonies and semi-colonies.

After the collapse of the Third International and its renegade de-
sertion to the side of imperialism, the revolutionary cadres can be
assembled only in a new International, which, standing on the teach-
ings of Marx, Lenin and the Permanent Revolution, will be separate,
distinct and independent, politically and organizationally from all
other parties, groups and tendencies in the world working clzgs nove-
ment, Today, that is signified in the slogan of the Fourth Internation

al.

Essentially our task is a continuation of this work begun by Lebin,
realized in the creation of the Russian Bolshevik Party, which made
the October Revolution, in the establishment of the Third Internation-
al up to his death, and vitiated, nullified and betrayed by Stalinism
after his death, . . :

2. The conceptions which guided Xenin and the Russian Bolshevik
Perty to succegs are our heritage. They are the basis of and guide
for our work. Reduced to their essence they are; (1) estimation of
our time as the epoch of imperialism, that is an era of the matsurity
of capitalist world society for its transbrmation into its oppigite~
a 8:0ialist society, which is charncterized by (a) wars for the re-
division of the eath by the imperialists to c8cape the contradictions
and crises of capitulist society, objectively ripe for trinsformation
to socialism but which ie obstructed by private ownership of the means
of production and exchange and ifs etate-bound Yy national boundariecs;
(b) colonial wars for liberation from imperialism and (c) proletarian
revolutions to overthrow chpitalism; (2) in the imperialist epoch the
success of the proletarian revolution is objectively possible and nec-
cesary nand depends on the ability of the proletariat to lead the
toiling and oppressed masses behindg it against the bourgeoisie; that
is first of all a question of its own vanguerd, its revolutionary pol-
icy, boldness, dctermination and freedom of agtion; this in turn
is primarily a question ofits political and orgrnizational independ-
¢nce from all bourgeois and petty bourgeois influences =and organiaa-
tiong; in the imperialist ¢poch the independent action of the working
class coincides wxactly with the politic~al and orgnnizational indc-
pendence of the vanguard; (3) in the period iumediately prior to the
impcerinlist epoch, the organized working class movement wag captured
by opportunism which served the interest of the bourgeoisie which
bribed the upper estrata of the class with crumbs from the super-
profits of colonial expansion and exploitation, allowing it to or-
ganize and granting it concessions and certain democratic rights;but
in the imperialist epoch opportunism has become entirely reactionary
and serves the bourgeoisie directly against the working cl:igs under
the formulae of social patriotism; national unity, national defsnse,
defense of the fatherland and today, defense of democracy =gainst
external Faacist aggression, etc. blocking the road %o revolutionary
action and fighting the revolutioniets; all forms of centrism are
vaci;lations between chnuvinism and internationalism; between the
cervice of the bourgeoisie ageinst the proletariat and the intecrnatior -
Al proletarian revolution egainst the bourgeoisie, moving either from
the former toward the latter or vice verse; centfism egsentially is
2 cover for opportunism and eocial patriotism (the entire war and post-
war history of the Second International and the post-Leninist history
of the CP prove this conclusively; (4) the internationalists can
organ ize themselves and Successfully carry out their tasks only by
the most ruthlees strug.le agninet the influence ang agents of the
bourgeoisie in the labor movekent :nd against the opportunist pclitical
barties; the pre-condition for tae accomplishment of thie tagk is the
separation of the revolutionists, who represent the interests of the
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‘oppressed, from the oprortunists and social patriots, WPQ represant
only the interests of capital, splitti:ghﬁrcm them politically and
organizationally and maintaining this split at al; timey botﬁ in the
construction of the party and after its construction in all jts actw-
ityand its entire policy. "We say that sush a separation has ripe. .
that it has become inevitakble, that i% ia ot a progrezsive nature that
it is necessary for the revolutionary siruisle of thue pro}etaraat; the
hietory having turned from 'peaceful capitaliazm' to in@erlul;ﬁm,ﬁas '
thereby turned to such a split." (Lenin).On the other hand, "Uaity wi
opportunism means unity of the proletariat with its nutlona} bgurgeomg
8ie, i.e.: it means submission to the latter,it means a split in the
international revolutionary warking cleds:" (Lenin).

3. That was Ienin's line for building the Third International.The ap-
plication of it varied/38°°f8hB8ete circumstances."We do not assert th
an immediate separation from the opportuniets in ali countries is de-
sirable or even possible at present...". Whem to break; “how fast';

in what definitc forms the process of geparation”.. ."will take place";
thege are tacticai—huestions. The fundamentel line intcrnationaliy,.
during the war, beforc¢ the October Revolution and after it, was split
from the social patriots. .

4. In those days, the split from the gsocial patriots could take one o
two forms: either the purging of the¢ social democratic parties of thc.
opportunists by thc revolutionary elements, or, failing this, the spli
from them. It was impossible, of coucrse, inm those days to tcll the
~Ctunl strength of the forccs of opportunism and of the revolutionrry
tlements in cach perty without submitting all tendcncies to a decicigo
test, In the circumst-nces, that could only nmean only one thing: posin;
openly the question of immediate scparation from those who hnd gone ove
to the bourgeoisie. In the strugsle to achieve the separation would be
decided on whose eide lay the greater etrength and consequently what
form the split would take. Lenin's own party had already mede the sep-
aration in 1912 and was therefore able to meet the test of war, althoug
in 1917 it required a heroic struggle By Lenin to combat social patri-
otism in his owb party in which he threatened morc than once to apply
his line of split! As it turned out, the opportunists generally proved
8tronger and in only a few caseg were the revolutioniets succegsful ir
expelling the opportuniste, Splits, in which the revolutioniats were
thense lves expelled, or broke from the socisl democratic parties,proved
to be the rule, :

5. With the change in the objective gituation after the war ,agter the
October Revolution and the establislment of the Third International, ans
during the rise of the revolutionary wave in Europe, the revolutionary
elements were ab le in a number of ceses, gotably the French Pcecialist
Party (Congress of Tours, 1920) to make tue split by capturing theparty
and throwing the opportunists out or forcing thenb$?i %g%g AWy In cach
“uch case¢, however, the 8plit from the Second Inteink 1ona§ anﬁ/sd Inter-
National was the issue. And in every country the 3d Intl.wag built on

the line of splitting from the 24 Int.

6. After the Uctober revolution and the establishment of the world rev-
olgtionaryparty, Lenin introduced yet another tactical c¢lement in the
application of the line of split. The 2d Congresg of the CI decided thst
the weak English Communists should ente¢r the powerful British Labor
Party., The objective of this mancuver was to push sections of workers
toward the gplit from the 2d Intl to affiliation to the 3d. Oa the sur-
tacc, thig tactic appears to contradict the linc of split., In reality
it does not, The tactic wag basea ou (1) the existence of a world

. fsarty, the CI which exercised z tremendoua magnctic attractipn for mil-
Lions of workurs and oppressed colonia; massces over the entire earth:
'2) the fcrment in the Iabvor Party had iorccd the trcacherous lcadur;
50 put on the agenda of the party’a confurince the gucstion of affilip-
ion to the CI; ?3) supplement cof the atiraction toward the CL frem
‘1thin the Labor Porty by pushing workcrs ous toward the 34 Interaa-
ional; (4) ability of thc English Comnurists to continue an inde-
wcndent political and organizational « xisteuce; (5) wg relatively
‘beaceful' period in English lafh' (zircviev); (5) an <Xposriment which
nvolved a weak section of “he wWordd porty, even the ligridatica of
hich was not involved would not c¢ndanger the independant “Xigteane of
he world party; (7) continuation throughout the worlé of tpe line of .
uilding the 3d Intcrnationsal by splitting off thec revolutionary cleheg
rom the 2d International},



. 14

Road to Fourth Intcrnational (ochler -Stamm) -3-

7. To some, all this is an enigma without a solution, an ;nexplicabie
paradox. In reality, it is only the dialectic of Murxism in the
sphere of building the revolutiorary party which revolves around the
principle of establishing the unity of the Marxist force on the Dbesis
of its political and organizational independence from opportunism
which is the influence of the bourgeoisie in tie labor movement.

II
B, Now we must recreste Lenin's party under the name of the 4th Inter-
national. Our line must be Lenin's line, This is more than ever the
epoch of imperialism; another world war iupends; already before its
outbreak the opportunists have embraced social patriotism, The 2d Inter-
national never abandoned it; it could not without ceasing to be social
democracy. The 3d Intl. has furled the banner of the Paris Commune
and the Oct. Revolution and replaced it with the skull and crossbones
of imperialist plunder and oppression.,It marches now shoulder to
shoulder with the 2d Internatiopal and outstrips it in bpazen vileness
and t reachery. ' :

2. Neither International can be reformed into revolutionary Marxist
instruments for the seizure of power and the creation of the dictutor-
ship of the proletariat. The 2d International is the organizational
expression of opportunism which rests on definite social strata in the
working class, It is the necessary instrument of old world bourgeois
democratic capitalism to tie the workers to the chariot of imperielisn

It is a bourgeoie party composed of wobkers., Given the substance of
the historic conditions which obtained in 1919-20-21, it may be poss-
'ible to take over parts of its organization or ewen entire sections.
Today, that is entirely excluded. There Ie no revolutionary ascent;
on the contrary, the proletariat has been defeated in a whole series
of great battles; it is demoralized; it fights with its back to the
wall in despair, without hope. There is no revolutionary leadership,no
powerful authoritative organization to attrict workers to its banner.
The revolutionary elemehts inside the social democrary are weak, They are
confused. To ali of them Lenin's line is a book senled with seven senls

Nor do we stand in exactly the same poesitiom in which Lenin stood
in 1914-19, We stand on the experience of these years., What proved to
be the rule in those years, insofar as tactical lines were concerned -
the split away from the social democratic parties - will beeven more
g0 today. We must affirm it categorically.

But even if we could repeat today the triumphs of 13919-20-21 we still
could not reform the 24 Intl. The destruction of parts of the orgen-
izedexyresasidn of reformism would not eliminate the soscial need which i
fulfills in capitalist society and its social riots which would create
new organizations., The history of the French laber movement is conclusg-
ive. Im 1920, the 3d International captured the SFIO. Today, another
SPI0 dominates the French labor movement. :

Social democracy can be destroyed only by destroying the need for
it., Capitalism itself, when it can no. longer afford the expensive
luxury of reformist strongholds in the working class, smashes social
democracy., The proletariat can destroy social democracy only by the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of & classless society.

3. The Third International, until 1923, was the organizational expres-
sion of the r evolutionary interests of the workers and the oprressed

col nial magses. Under Stalinism it became an opporsunist insirument

i the mervice of the Stalinist buraucracy which in turn serves the
interests of the class enemies of the proletarian dictatorship, both
those within and outside of Russia. Todau, like the Second Internation-
al, it has become the open, shameless agent of imperialism, and is in
procesgs of liquidatiom. It cannot be reformed and must be destréyed ty
the revolutionary action of the proletariat and colonial masses to over-
throw capitalism,

4., The 4th Internatlonal, canaot be built .thru the fusion of the 2d

and 3d Internationals, nor Mar:xist parties thru the fusiong of gect~

ions of these bankrupt organizations.The marriage of the socicl patript.

serves oply the interests of the proletariat and the'social revelulion

Organic unity will only deepen the split in the working clage, Ty Lihe

treacherous unity of and with -he social patriots and their orginiza-
tiona must be posed the uniiy »of the revplutionists in the 3nd5pendent
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parties of the 4th International created on the basis of the split
from the social patriots,

5. The application of the Leninist line of building the 4th Intl to
the 2d and 3d Intls, calls for fraction work in them direc#ed‘by the
independent Marxist force outside, on 2 peraspective of Splmttngg away
fror: the 2d and 3d and fusing with the independent force te build the
4th Intl, At all times the independent force calle fcr the split as
highest criterion of internationalism in the strug.le against social
natriotism,

6. The 4th Intl. must be built throughout the capitalist world and in
the Soviet Union, As a revolutionary instrument the Comunist Pariy ok
the Soviet Union has been de troyed. A new revolutionary marty must be
crezted to defend the dictatorship against counter-revolution and.to. )
2dvance again 6n the road to the world revolutiom and & world gocialis"
Society. The accogplishment of this task now depends on spccessful
revolutionary action outsidc of theé Soviet Union primarily in the Weg-
tern European impprialist countrics and in the U.S. Unlesgs the October
Revolution is extended beyond the SU the new party in the 8U will have
to be built in the firc of civil war itsclf precipiteted by counter-
revalutionary attempts to overthrow the dictatorship already so dangug~
ously undermined by Stalinism that it can.ot withstand another shift o
the right,

7. Lenin's line in building the 4th Intl, revolved around the Inter-
national Comuunist League, its policy, its success or failure, The ICT
vas & world Marxist force, the only one. In its program were the basic
concepts of the 4th Intl, It was the basic cadre of the 4th Intl., il
world embryo of the world party of Lenin today, the only center of rev-
olutionary unity., With the Pact of Four addeessed to the Conference of
Left Spcialist parties in August, 1953, and the crceation of the Comuitiee
of Four to work for the 4th Intl, of which the ICL was the moving spirit
andrevolutionary soul, the ICL created a milestone on the Leninist road
to the 4th Intl, Ih its condemnation of Stalinist theory, policy,
practice and orgenization; inm its simple declaration that the revolu-
tionists must overcome the policy and organizations of reformism; in its
provisions for collaborative action to work out the programmatic basis
for the 4th Intl, contained in part in outline¢ in the Daclaration itself
in 2ll this, the Pact of Four unfurled to the world the banner of the
4th Intl, and the Leniniet linc of building it,

8. To Marxists all over the world it gave a definite political and or-
g@anizational line. Ev.rywhere they set themselves the conscious goal
of realizing the politiczl ang organizational independcnce of the rev-
okutionists from thc opportunists in new partics. According to concrete
national circumstances, they realized the line of the Pact of Four -
Lenin's line - differently in difforent countrics, Thus, in Cuba, Can-
ade, Chile and Australia, the Marxiets converted thoir organization-
which had emerged from the CI as Lcft Oppositions - into independent
partics, In the US and Holland the Marxist Torces fused with centrists
outside of the 24 and 3d Intls..to form independent 4th Intl, partics,
Thesc were tactical variants of the application of the fundamental

line dictzted by life its¢1f.One oglper variant - the most important on
2 world gcale - was possible, hut unfortunately was not realized any-
wherc; the fusion of the Marxigt forcg with left 8plit-offs from the
2d and 3d Internationels, or from centrist organizations outsid¢ both
Iintecrnationals, moving to the right. No other variants arc possible in
“h¢ prescnt set-up of the world labor movement and the relation of
‘orcus in it. Abstractly, the Englsh Labor Party variant ie conceivable
wnder the same besic conditions tador which it was suggcsted in 1920,
fractically, today it @s exclugoed

9. Bven today, after the marifost failure of the Pact of Four to cre-
e a world center for dhe 4+h Tati. i% econtinues to influence the
-sruggle for the Marxidts for independent revolutionary varties. Thus,
e 8panish Communist Left 13 ig the procesgs of fusing with the Workers
nd Peasants Bloc of Catalonia. 1In May of this year the Independent
-omnunist Party of Puerto Ricc endorged the Pact of Four.

0, The Pact of Four emhodi ad Lenin'a line,Tts shortcomirgs 1ie essen-
‘ially in the failure to make Tenin's 1line appear more sharoly, fully
nd concretely in it. The three taciical variants empody Lenin's line
n practice,

IIX '

-» The failure of the movement for the 4th Intl to advance beyond the‘
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Pact of Four lies essentially in the decline, disintegration and bank-
ruptcy of the ICL. The decline of the ICL is the direct and fatal ...
regult of the new orientation of the ICL, itself a patt of the gener-
el demoralization which set into the world labor movement following
the German and Austrain defepts.

2. The new orientation formulated in the summer and fall of 1934 and
spring of 1935 may be summed up briefly as follows: thecrisis of the,
capitalist state develops to the right (Bonapartism and Fascism); the.
capitalists kick away their social democratic props; this engenders =
parallel ¢risis in socia;‘dembcratic which develops to the left; war--
kers move to the left and come into conflict with the bureaucracy
whose grip-on the rank and file is loosened; clagsic reformism is
TRan:formed into spectrum of centrism; possibilities are opened up for
winning the workers in the social democratic parties and even entire
parties for revolutionary-ideas and struggsle. This is an uneven pro-
cegs; some sociclist parties like the French and Spanish move rapidly
to.the left] others like theé Belgian and Norwegian, because of the
situation of "their" 'bourgeoisie, move cénjuncturally to the right;
but thé transformatiori of reformism to centrism, on an international
scale - ‘that is the fundamental tenden¢y; consequently the parties
moving to the right must move ‘to the left as the crisis in "their"
capitalist states develops; the Marxists are isolated; without their
ideas the left ferment in the socialist parties will not crystallize
ihto revolutionary results; to avoid that catgstrophe, to influence;
the masses, to build the 4th International, the Bolshevik-Leninists
lijuidate their organizations and enter the 2d Intl. where decisive
events impend, where united fronts have been made between the parties
of the 24 and 3d Internationals, as in Fnance, the reasons for entry. -
are even moee compelling; for there it iz a questiom of the success of
the united front, the struggle aBainst Fascism and war, the proletariab
revolution, ‘ : : A

Reduced to its essence this thesis reads: the érisis in capitalist
gociety forceg  the bourgeoisie to seek a solution. in Bonapartism and
Fascism; consequently it throws off the social democracy; reformism' .
becomea centrism opening up possibilities of becoming Marxism; it is .
the duty of the Bolshevik-Leninists to bring the process to its log-
ical conclusion, Marxism, Thue the new orientation revolves around:
the r eform of the social democracy ' from the organized expression of
rcformism into the center of revolutionary unity, the instrument for .
the proletarian revolution, the seizure of power and the dictatorship
of the proletariat, Hencc entry into the socialist parties is a
principled necessity. ' o

3. The new odentation has a thecoretical sidc, a politicnl line, an
organizational conclugiom. All three are false, All thrce are import-
ant phases of the questiom. But the theoretical basis and the polit-
icel line are decisive. It is possible to begin the application od
theorientation with anyome of thusc three phases. The others arc surc
to be involved: later, That has becn the case in France, Belgium,
Switzerland, Poland and United States. '

4. Pdlitically and theoreticallyand organizationaliy it is false pe-
causg (1) it overestimated the conjunctural develomment to the left
of 2 few social democratic parties imaediately following the German
and Austriam events of 1933-34 as a bagic tendency of the entire
social democracy (Since the¢ formulation of this idea the entire social
democracy has moved far to the right) today it has once more openly
proclaimed itsclf tho. agency of imperialism - (2) its basis ig the
uttcrly unscientific and consequently non-Marxian and anti-Xeninist
idea that the social democracy can be r.formed into the party of
proletarian rcvolution, thue rcemoving the basic premises for the
crcation of the 4th Intl, creating a source of opportunist policies
and laying the basis for revisionist and capitulationist tendencics.,
(3) It is the cxact opposite of Lenin's Rine - laid down for the -
entire imperianlist c¢poch - of building the revolutionary intecrnation-
al on thc¢ basis of splitting from the social patriots; it abandonsg
that linc¢ and forcus the Mirxist clementa to seek uaity in onc or-
ganization with the social patriots, by that alone gompromising the
Marxist elements, introducing a centrist tendency into their policy
and ranks, vitiating and nullifying their fight agningt gocial patripot-
ism and establishing a bridge for oucrighh capitulaters. It 1iqui~
dates the indeoendent organizations of the Marxists on an interna-
tional scalec, and imprisons thum in the chains of the discjpllhc‘of
the reformists maeking it impoesibl; for them to act independently he-
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for the magses in the name of Marxism, thus guaranteging the iwpcs-
sibility of succesaful independent revolutionary action by tpevmasf
ses, especially before and during decisive events, Thus it violates
the elementary prinfiple of Marxism; that the political and organ-
izational independeace of the Marxist party must be maintained under
all conditions.

5. The new orikentation has been applied om an internationzal scale in
one form or another and in one or more of its asppects: Fyance, ?e}r
gium, England, Switzerland, Italy, Yoland; United States,_Cuba,th;e,
Mexico; on November 1, 1934 ®Frux demanded that it be appl;ed to Aus-
tria. Unsuccessful attcmpts were made to aepply it to Spain. Else-
where wherc it was applied it was later rejected: Cuba.

6. The results everywhere have besn digastrous. There is nothing pos
itive to its credit either in France- or outside of it, The results
in addition to those discussad above are: (1) Destruction of the sour
of new adherences to the 4th Intl. movement by (a) confugign and dis-
orientation in greater or less degree of centrists (Pivert anq lelt-
ward moving workurs (Doriot tendency, left wing in POB, Arguntine
Socialist Youth: (b) inability to counteract centrists and opportun-
ist influences on these workers, and win them %o Merxism and themseclive
(Zzyromski tendency, SAP rank and file, Spanish Socialist Youth, left
¢lemeats in the US in the SP particularly, dissident elements in the
¢1) (¢) false tactical line toward the CI (hope legsness of the rank
amd file; inpossibiRity to dofraction work, etc,); (d) impossibility
to onpose organic unity and counterpose to it new parties created on
Tcnin's line of split from all the social patriots; making necessary
ambiguity on the cntire gqucstior of the new parties and the¢ new Inter-
national, and encouraging internally (vby failure to combat them cx-
tecrnally) organic uaity tendencies; (2) all this rcsulting in strength
ening the social democratic and gtalinist social patriots against the
Marxists and against their own rank and file; the centrists against
thcir followers., Consegucnt failure. to establish a broad and liviag
enter for the 4th Intcrnational and new Marxist youth internaticnal
failure of the Committec of 4, collapse of the Stockholm-Oslo Youth
Burvau, and now the abortive, because scotarian, factionally dominatg~
¢d and burcaucratically controlled new Contact Committec and General
Council of the 4th Intl., (3) Consequent undermining of indepeudent
4th Intlist parties whickg cannot lice in national isolation or with-
out imbernational control and dieectiom and iniroduction and cncour-
asement of opportunist and liquidatory tendcncies im thum (Cammon -
Shachtman SP line in U8).(4) Deciinc of the ICL manifcsted in: a)
abandonment of policy of revolutionary unity on basis of ICL with
regpect to both social democratic and Stalinist workers; B0 failure to
gain new adhercnces since adherence of RSP (adherence of Qustralian
Work:rs Party held up because of dispute over new oriuntatiom and or-
genic unity); c¢) loss of sections (U.S., Holland, Spain, Arguntina,
Brazil); d) splits (France, Germany, Belgium, Greece, Poland,Muxicoj;
¢) encouragement of opportunists and liquidatory tendencies in tho
gcctiobs (theory of the¢ extecrnal road in Cuba, Toledo and trrde union
labor psikzyx party rond in Mexico, parliamentary bloc in Chile, oppor-
tunist support of Plan de Man in Belgium, a2dvocacy of orghrnic unity
and a ministry Blum-Cachin in Brance, thcory of Africa for the Afri-
cans in the International Secretariat); f) retrogression of the Inter-
national Secretariat toward a coordinator im the main, of factions in
the 2d Ihternational; g) admitted failure to coordinate and centralize
colonial and Latin American movements; h) outright capitulations
(Youth and Charleroi in Belgium, Fersen ib Spain, the Italian "section"
a handful in England, Golduan and some Spartacus Youth in the United
States); i) endorsement of the Belgian and English capitulations and
attempt to adllaborate with Fersen; j) failure to establish a col-
lective international leadershi :p; kg sabotage of the Spanish unifica-
tion; 1) introduction of bureaucratic methods in defense of the new
orientation (usurpation of La Verite, Unser Wort, La Voix Communiste,
New Militant and New International; arbitrary exclusions which in
reality are splits - Mrgentine, Belgium, Bauer; rcfusal to organize
an internatiopal conference; abandonment of Plenary sessions of the
IS; juegling of pergonhel of IS; inclusion on it of people who are not
members of any section; personal methods of Trotsky acting independent-
ly of the IS8; suppression of material of ppponents of the new orien-
tation, and so on. 5) Encouragement of capitulations to social dems
ocracy and Stalinism from cther organizations (Gitlow and Zam in the
US) Spaak in Belgium from t e German and Pclish sections of the iCL’
tc the CI) and encouragement of uncountable »thers to enter social
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democracy to werk ir i% cm tae paerepective of reforming it.

7. IN France wherg bzcavesz of the masuring social crisis the apg-
Rication of tke naw porientat’ong has received its sevarest test the
results have veen equally disastrous. After ten months of strugglg
within the SFIC and the Socialist youth organization the Bolshevix
Lehinists have accomplished ncthing which they could not have out-
etripped as an indeperndent organization working on the Leninist
line of building the new revolu%tiornasry party and the 4t Internatioen-
al, And, in addition, -they have demons*rated coaclusively thg fal-
sity of the new orientsation in practice. A% the time of its liqui-
dation the French Communist ieagie had epproximately Rk30-150 members
According to a recent Internal Bulletim of the “*rench Bolsheviks
(#6, @andated, prnbably August) they have approxinately 300 members;
the average circulation of La Verite au about 5000; the editiogs of
their pamphlets are small; they complain that the Verite ie Wr%tten
obly for themseslves, its contents are unorganized; their political
level is lower than in former years; they neglected mass work; they
failed to clarify for thems2lves the guestion of organic unity; they
failed to maintain coniact with the previnces; they have reached
their maximum; they railed %o maintain sufficiesnt interest in the
international movement for the 4th Intgrnaticnal and so on. And now
we learn Verite is to become a fertnight}y again.

This much they admit, It is a confession of utter failure and
bankruptcy. But it 1s not complete. They have confused and disorient-
ed Pivert amd his followsrs, Zyromski and his followers, Boriot and
his followers, themselves and their followers, failed to influence.
positively the rebellious ferment in the Cp, advocated orgrnic unity
and a ministry Blum-Cachin, failed %otally to conduct a strugzle-
against the social patriots on the %Eestion-of their imperialist
colonial policy (Ethiopin, 4lgeria, French Indo China, etc.) failed
Yo debounce Valois of the New Age group, exposed as a paid agent of
fagoist forces involved in the assassination of Jaures, a signer of
the Open Letter for the 4th Intl. and failed to withdraw from the
recent conference sgeinet wat and social patriotism which elected
Velois head of its Reasolutions Committee.

o : Crux
8. The "new turn" for theBolshevik-Yeninists which/ordered om June
10, and which the expulsion of the youth and impending expulsion of
the adults pose as an actual question, proceeds on the basis of the
corrcctness of the theoretical premises and political line of the new
orientation. It is therefore a tactical shift under the pressure -
of the social patriots within the framework of the new orientation
and not a correctiorm of the false coursc to a Leninist one. The im=-
mediate results arc (1) a policy of deceit; internally a perspect-
ive of a new party with the shortest possible delay; espernally a
struggle for reinstatement; (2) the Marxist clements are put in the
ntterly false position of seeking unity with the social patriocs who
8plit the movement in 1914 with their social patriotic course and
have continued it ever since; and of struggling for unity with the
social patriots om the basis of the struggle againat social patriot~
" ism; (3) discouragement of workers from breaking with the SP and
CP; (4) establishment of the basis for capitulatory and organic
unity tendencies im the new party.

Hf the Bolshevik-Leninists do not capitulate to the SFIO burcau-
crats and launch a new party, the results will be (1) the unfolding
of the strugzle im the new party beiween the opportunist, liquida-
tory and capitulationist tendencies on the one hand and on the
other hand the Marxist elements who will strive to realize the full
Leninist political and organizational implications of the ind¢pene
dent course as in the WPUSA; ?2) %“he inclusion im the program of the
new party of the idcas of the new orientation or ambiguity on the
question will give the opportumists, liquidators and capitulntors
great advantages over the Marxists and make an empty shell of the
independence of the new party; (3) it wkll not arrest nor correct
the insiduous influenze of the bew orientation internationally nor
check its application: but will sonsiitute the basis for its ex-
tension on a wider scale ("rotsky-Roberts-Weber-Mus e Coloninl
Comanission scheme).,
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l. To create the 4th International, its center, and a new Marxist
Youth International and its center, we must (a) adopt Lenin’'s
line of buiiding the internaticunal; (b) reaffirm the Alwe orf the
Puct of Four; (c) repudiate the new orientation thaovetisully,
politically and organirnatlohelly, acknowledpge the devizticn
openly exnlaining in precigely whet it lies and its source il

the pgeneral demoralization of the world labor movemeant folicwing
the German and isustrian defeats; {(oppeeition to the new oricnta-
tion on tactical grounds doecs not prevent its extension, conse-
cuently undermines the independence of the organization: Ver-
eecken in Delgium, the Muste-Weber fight agsinat the Cann.ion-SP
line in the US, Sneevliet in Nolland; and leads in the end either
to capitulation to it: Naville in France, Barrett and Glee in tie
US} or to development to a principlied oppcsitiom: larlin group
in the US. Oppceition on tactical grounds to one or more phases
of the orientation exiets in the United States, RBelgium, Cuba,
Holland, Mexico; Spain; cpposition on principled grounds exists
in ¥France, Germany, England, 3cetland, Grcece, United States,
argentina, Brazil; reconsfitute immediately the independent
Marxist organizations (d) combining with faction work in all op~-
portunist and centriet working class parties with the aim of split
from the former and fus®on with the Marxist force, and fusiom
with or eplit from the latter and fusion with the Marxist forces;
(e¢) openly condemn the bureaucratic regime in the ICL and WP.

(f) Issue a new manifesto by all groups who agree on this line;

(g) reorganize the Contact Committec on that basis; (h) organize
(1) an international conference against imperialist war and
social patriotism (against the slogan of "New Zimaerwald") (2)

an international conference of the signers of fhe munifcsto before
the confcrence against imperiglist war and socizl patriotism; (8)
organize a conference of latin Anerican parties and groups working
for the 4th Internctional and the WPUS and WEC; (i) create a new
youth burcau by (1) proposing te the memuers of the Stockholm-
Oslo Youth Bureau to cxpel the socicl patriots and adont the
manifcato as their own, and (2) foilowing almost certain refusrcl
to appeal to al. working clase youth orgf nizations to collaborste
on the vasis of the madifesito to build a new youth bureau and
youth international.,

2. On this basis the International Comnunist League can play the
tole which histcry assigned tc ik, It can be the instrument for
the creation of the 4%th Invernational and become its hagic cadre
theoretically, icdeelomically, poligically, But if it centinucs
on its pregent ccvrsze 1% will fall victiwe to its own gpportunism
and tnc¢ 4th Internatiemsl will have to be built without it and
BEyxgnxgxaskx even against it. The next perdod will be decisive;
the events in France, tuc development of the war and the struggle
pg ainst it will determine the fate of the ICL.,
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STATIMENT oN wiR Octobor 5, 1935
OF THE THIKD PLEWUM OF THe WOPKERS PARTY U.S.

l. Tho armios of Italian Fasciocm, aftor months of deliberate prupcration, haw
now lounched their attack upon the Ethiopian pooples, Driven by the jutelerable
strains of internal social and econcmio contradietions, Mussolini and ths Ital-
len beourgeoisie teek a solution in open imperialist aggression aguingt the last
ofthe independent nations of Africa. ’

2¢ The outbreak of war in Africn demonstrates that the conflicts of world
imperialism have reached tho staze of armod struggle for o re-making »f bouud-
aries, and a redivision nf territories end colouial possessions, Taough tns -
Italian cappaigns in Bthiopia may not lead immediately and directly to a world
struggle of the imperialist powers, tais delay can procve no more than temporary.
The war in Ethiopia must be ukdersicod as the pre}ude to the new imperialist
world war,

EXPOSE THE BANDIT LEAGUE

5+ In the preparation for the Italian seizure of Ethiopie, the League of
Nations has once more demonstrated beyond any possiblc doubt 1ts trus role.The
League is not in any sense whatover "the defender of peace."It is the legal and
hypooritical cover for the maneuvering of the dominant imperialist pawors, Since
E¥Eiopia first invoked League assistance on December, 19%L, the negotiations
have served to permit uninterrupted preparation for the war by Italy, and to do-
ter defensive preparation by Ethiopia. The League has been utilized above ull
to serve the ends of British imperialism. Behind its cover, the ngents of Groat
Britain, France and Italy have haggled over the price in terms of treaties, guar-
antees, protection, and territories which each was willing to pay to preserve
its own intorestss The throat of League sanctions has been made not to save
bthiopia - whch the League rcport itself offercd to sacrifice - but to sufeguard
British colonial possessions and lines of comnurication, and to try to closc the
opening for Germany in Certrel Eurcpe. The Lenguc of Nations is the agency ,not

of pence, but if imperialist aggressions

The strugele againgt imperialisy‘yggwgpmands the unremitting oquﬁﬁﬁg of the

- - e ot e N o —— e t— - - ——— vl

role of the League of Nationse

Lse No less than the Europoan powors is U.S. impcrianlism bound by the iron
ohein of cause and effect to the events in Afrien and to the new world conflict
whioh they heralds The sentimontal dream of U.S, isolation, Reosevelt's promiscs
that the U.S, will remain "free und vntongled," have no morc forc: than the unche
uous phrases of Wilson in 1916, The U.S. will, on thecontrary, play the dominant
and decisive role in the now imperiallss strugglos Bshind its pacilist covering,
the Ryosovelt government is pouring morc Surdc into its wmr rmrohine than any
other nation in the world. Buih navy and frmyv ave construcked o a pwrely offen.
sive strategic basis., The U, &, bovrgeoizie, waiting sna prepering, expects to
intervene in the later stages of the wa 1d struggle, when the other powers are
mutually exhausted, to achieve the world domination of UeSv finance-capital,

The struggle against imperielist war is above all the struggle against U.S,
i}ﬂm——ﬁ——‘-—_’« - ‘ - —— - it e —
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AGATNST STALINIST BETRAYAL

5 The USSR cennot avoid implication in the world conflict, The very life
of the workers' state is threatened by the approach of war. 4 central task of the
struggle against imperialist war is the defemse of the USSRe But, in thelast
analysis, this defense can be based only upon the revolutionary advance of the
international proletariat. Stalinist diplomacy, on the contrary, to an ever ine-
creasing degree, serves solely to disorient the international proletariat, break up
the struggle against imperialist war, and thus undermine the real defense of the
USSRe Bosing itself not upon the international working class, bub upon military
pacts with bourgeois states, unon dipiomatic deals, appeals to pacifist and
Jiberal anti-war sentiment, and tae mareuvers of the League, Soviet foreign pol-
icy promotes the most disastrous illusions fn the minds cfthe workers, and actsin
effect to further the interests of French and British imperialism.

The struggle aﬁainst imperialist war requires the constant exposure of the
foreign policy of Stalisismse -

6.> Ine of the mest dangerous illusions fostered by the diplomacy of the
Soviet Union, in company with demoralized liberals, rercrmists. and pag fists of
all shades, is the notion that the world is now diviced betwaen “peacs?§%‘fﬂéyd°
nations" and "war-loving fascist" nationg, Tpis noticn is pavt cf 4
oL X3 hia ¥ c.f 11h3 rens. -
tion for support of the "peace-loving nations" in ‘the eoming WAL Narxggmr o~
rejoots and dispels this illusion or Any form of it e The idea that there are
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peace-}oving as opposed to wur-loving capitalist nations, }ike the idea that one
er another nation is "guilty” in an imperialist war, is et best formalistic
athical sentimentality, not political realism. The causes of war are to befound
in the intermal structure of world capitalism, operating within all nations., Thc
national state of every capitalist nation, without exception, is the political
instrument of the class enemy, the first and implacable enemy of that nation's
proletariate The rovolutionary party can make no distinction betwevon "good"

agé :Ead" capitalist statess It is the ensmy of every capitalist state, to the
[319% Y

7+ At the outbreak of the last imperialist war, the Second Irternational rc-
vealed its internal degeneration by betraying the working clcss to the class
enemy, by cospousimg tho cause of national defense and patriotism, by a truce
with the bourgeoisie in the interests of "mational unity," by going over to
social-patriotism and socicl-chauvinism. Already, before the outbreak of the newr
wer, the leeders of the Socialist and iabor Intcrnational have announced .& rop-
itition of thc betrayal, are already preparing to turn over their following to
the war-mekers, In kngland, the British Labour Party, by calling for govermnent
applied sanctions and the closing ofthe Suez Canal, once ugain takes the position
of national wity - thuat is, solidarity with the class enemy - before the viar
danger, and of fully developed sociul-patriotisms In France, the leadors of the
SFI0, have taken the same position ~ to dufend the interusts of thne bourgeoisie
against "Hitler aggression;" and now to "implemont the Loague Covenant” by gov-
ermment sanctions. In August, the Execufive Committee of the Socialist and Lebour
International adopted a program of full~blooded social-patriotism.

The struggke against imperiq}}g}hyar pegpsmﬁnp st:uggle ageinst the Squpd
Internationale e : ol s o

COMBAT SOCIAL PATRIOTISM

8e During the past year, the Cormunist Internetional has passed from & poliecy
wthich weakened and disoriented the revolutionery struggle against war to an
active espomsal of the policies of class truce and social patriotism. By the
Franco-Soviet Pact, the Stalin~Laval communique, the conduct of ths Soviet Union
in the League during the development of the Ethiopian crisis, and above all by
the Sewenth Congress of the C.I,, the Communist International stends unmasked
as the heir of social-democracy's betrayal on the issue of war, ennouncing it-
self as ready to do the hangmen's job of turning over the proletariat of Eng-
land, France and the UsSe to their national bourgeoisie in the coming wer, in
return for paper promises of protection for the borders of the Soviet Unicn.
In Englond, the Communist Party apvlauds the position of the Labor Party; in
France, the Communist party supnorts enthusiastically the worst betrayals of
Blum and Herriot; and throughout the world the €ommunist International ore»ares
the sacrifice of the working class on the alter of imperiuclisme

The strugé}e agaiqgﬁ_imperialiat war means everyw@ﬁszj?y{.{9}955}359“5#525316
against Stalinism

9, Throughout the world the only orgonized forces comducting and advocating
the revolutionary struggle against irperialist waer sre tho parties and groupings
éf the Fourth Internationalistse. The Workers Party of the U.S. corries on this
struggle in the closest solidarity with its comrades in all countries.

hgoinst the betrayers, the Workers Party rojects every form of social patriot-
ism ond social-chauvinism; it rejects every conception of national unity ond
notional defense; it rejects all ideas of truce with the boiwrgeois state, den-
ooratic or fascist; it exposes the role of thelengue of Nutions as the pavm
¢f the imperialist member states; it rejects the sentimental illusions of pnc-
ifists and petty bourgeois liberals; above all it directs its attacks against
the enemy ot home, against U.S. imperialism.

The Workers Party places no reliance on the "peaceful" intentions of bour-
gevis-democratic nations, nor upon snineless "united fromts" of liberals,
ministers and bourgeois women's clubs and "anti-woar" professionalse

A
DEFEND ETHIOPIN PEOPLE

The Workers Party calls for the defense of the Ethioplan peoples against
Italian aggression, for the defense of the USSR, for unremitting struggle ng-
ainst the coming imperinlist ware But for this defense ond this struggle, the
Workers Party calls at the same time for thc sole menns bv which they can be,
in fact, conducted: for the independent and outonomous zction of the working
class. It is the international working class, espocially the Italiucn wor'ring
class, together with the oppressed coloniol peoples, who are the true allies
of the kthiopian peoplos - not "peacc-loving' britain, nor the Lecguc of No-
tions, nor Stalin-Laval, nor Roosevelt, nor their owvn Christian emperor and
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