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ol Wlalles Avelnue
Dershester, lass. 02124
May 15, 41972

Politionl CGommittee
Bodinlist Verkers Party
Newt Yorit, Nest York

Dany Uomrades,

Thio letter is to inform you of the fafmation of the Leninist
gotéﬁ% afdthe 8P, 'The Deslaration of the Lenihist Faatiun
srtslosed,

“? would like you tu inform all party branchee of the formation
this faction and itz deolaration.

57 '35. leade publish the deolaratian in the next internal information
S bulletine

cémrnaéiy, .

”. , Barbara GCregori
, o » For the Leniniat raotisn




May 15, 1972

DEGLABATION OF LENINIST FACTION

{¢ As Trotelkylste we are Pfirst and foremost proletarian inter.
hationaligtss Today, though, we see hvt one single, homozeneous
Fourth tnternational {World Party of 8ociamlist Hevolution), but
five separate international zroups all claiming to be either the
Fourth International itmelf, or separate V"factions! of its The
shattering of the Fourth Internatiohal originally constructed by
Trctsk{. Cannon, Bedov, Klement, and others had 1ts basis in the
isolation from the weriting masses after World War 11, end the

- methodology and positions adopted at the Third World Congress in

1954,

At the Third World fongtress, adaptution to non-revolutionary
ourrents took plasve, whioch resulted in the adoption of positiens
which negated the need for the Leninist vanguard party. Thase
positions, based oh impressionism and empirieciem, were hot des
oisively foupht at the time of the 1952453 split nor during the
redhifiontion of 1963, 'ThHe result 48 that they still exist within
the United Seoretariat today.

2+ The majority of the Uhited Seoraturiat is ocurrently sdapting '
to gensant forves in Latin Ameriva, while the Cunadian led m}nbrity> |
(with fraternal SWP support) seeks to adapt to petty bourveois and ;;>
hHew middle olans seotors, Nelther strategy sees the industrtal ) |
 workting olams as the kei to the revolution. Therstore, ih the
: ggirant dispute within the t'nited Secreturiat, we can support neithes
e

' Other Anternational groupings have fared ho better, About the
Thtertational Seorstariat of Posacas with 1ts oall for a hucleasr
firat strike by the Boviet Union, or the Revolutionary Marxist
Terdency of Pablo with 1ts deep entry in the Australlan Communist
Party, 1ittle need be said., 'The International Committee, led by
@, Healy, can be characterized as both sectarian and opportunist,
or, "sestariang afrald of thelr own opportunism,! with outright
rendtionary positions oh sush issues as vomen's liberations

3¢ EBErrory similar to those of the Unlted Sscretariast are found
within the surrent progsram of our party, the Booclslist Workters Party.

U, fThe declaration that the Cuban Revolution had produced a healthy

woricers state without the intervention of the vahguard Leninist
(1.0, Trotsityist) party represented e political deniaml of the heed

for such a partys fThis denisl is outrisht politieal 1iguidationism,
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e declatre that the currert Cuban state is a deformed worker: state/>
and hag heeh so from the very lhgtant of its exlstence. 1In order

T far Guba to become a healthy workerse state, a politlcal revolution

- aBehations can end natiohnal Ggpressibn. we nay that this
®

ig required Just as in the degenerated worlters state of the Soviet
Union and the deformed workers states such as China and the Eastern
Burepean states. Buch a politisal trevolution has as 1ts most important
tusit the establishment of institutionalized forme of workers democrasy
ahd the political destructionh of the Stalinlst theorles of soclalism
in one country and peaceful coexistence.

%8 The party majority has oone more and more to base its program on
urgeg%g ldeologies (suchAQg_ggtig%g%igm_ggg_ggm1gg§m) within the

cers! movefienit, While we support the liberation of women and of
the various natiohnal, ethnie, and racial groups oppressed bﬂ;Uch
vapltalism, we believe that such llberation will only be achieved
by a suscessful proletarian revolution within the Unlted States. .
To this ehd, Marxism must bve %g%g%ggg%g%§ to feminism and natlonalisme >
While the party's surrent feminist vo e imply that womehenbswomen.
oan end their oppression, and its nationalist politice imgiy tha; nations.

g a8 POlys

vahguardist approachs Only the woriting class, ovrzanized as a vlase
and led by the vansuard party oan liverate all humanity. Conseguently,
our moat impertant task is to further the development of class ocone
Bolousneas whioh will 1ink all seotore of the working class inh a commoh
gtrugele against the oppression that the various grougs within the vlams
surrently faoce. We do hot simply oppose sush idealof es as feminism :
and nationalism. father, the hationalists ahd feminists are conselous
of their oppression, but with a false consolousness (i.8., an ideology)s

What 18 nesesdary 1s to utilize the strategy contained in The Death
taliem and the Tasiks the Fourth Internation
eBtro 88 conesfousness and replace ] E8 opposite by

, 8 Ia
raiain% it to & qualitatively higher level«-from bourgeois ideology to
revolutionary olass consciousness.

6, While #e pive unconditional support to the military battle being
waged by the Vietnamese 56%1nst,3n eg;Sfatea Imperialiom, o revo.
lutionary defense of the Vietnamess HEVO. on requlres both 1its

defensa apgaihst the Stslinist bureaucracy as well as U8, imperisliom,
Buch a defence requiree the preparation of the proletariat for its
historic task of selzing state powers The party approaches the guestion
of the wnr in a single-lscsve pasifist fashion. fThe party gas n¥ beguld
to bulld a Mmass movement that cah defend the Viethamese ravo on
8ither from imperdalism or 1tz 2tallnlst misleadershin. The major{ty
sees no need to defend the Hevolutlon against the Stalinist bBursausracy
eurrently in the leadership of the strusgle. Havinzg seen the bureaucrasy
gell out the interests of the Viethnamese workers in the past, we will
see them continue to do so inh the future, until the struzgle there 18
led by the Leninist party. While the party press cives 1ip service to
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the eriminal attitude of the Chinese and Soviet workerst states

townrd the Vietnamese Revolution, we malhtaln that 3talinlem is sti11
he-muior obstnele in the workers movement to the internationail
BoolallsE revolution and must be thoroughly exposed and fouzht a-ainst
at every step.

//’ In trying to defend the Revolution azainst imperialism, the party
N bloog with one ving of U.8. imverialism 4ih LPAC: The betrayals of
such a course are preclsgely the botrayals that arose in the olassienl
" Popular Front.s While the party should attend antiwar conferences and
marshes, 1t should figsht to unite the working clags around the bahner
of Leniniems It should have a positioh of revolutionary defsatism by
malting a slear, unanblsuous call for the military viotory of the DHYM,
and MLF., 1t should take no orzanizational responsibvility for NPAC
uhd should oppose the i1demlistlc single«issuism and olass collaborationisn
that charaoterize 1t.

7« An integral part of the partyts flight from & revolutisnary

working olass program has been its flight from the worlting olass itselfs
The partyte line dictates a primary and almost exclusive orlentation

to the petty bourgeoisie, whioh is reflected in the party!s overs
wholmingly petty bourgeols composition. These two interacting fastvrs,
program and composition, lead the party dirsctly away from revolutionary
Margism: We continue to call for a proleturian orientation, as outiined

in goi_ﬁ,g§gietgrian Oréent tions However, we belleve that the most
1mpk1 1 " 2 &bi f%g%t uitemting to an% becoming rggted 12‘Phe :
woriting 8lass, but doing that with gorrest programs e partyts
energies must'be‘ primarily oriented é ET?@:‘3 :wor"'1c'g‘n"g ;cf‘.%ass ahd to building
& Leninist party thorouzhly proletarian in composition.

8+ 'The surrent program of the SWP is sharply dounterposed to the
revolutionary heritaze of the party and to the teachings of Marx,
Bngals, Lenin ahd Teotsky. e annvunce the formation of the
Leninist Paction of the SWP which shall fight to win the majority of
the party to 1ts program, _

B The Leninist Faction
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14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
May 22, 1972

Barbara Gregorich
Boston

Dear Comrade Gregorich,

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of May 15, 1972,
to the Political Committee, and the Declaration of Leninist Faction.
Before bringing your letter before the Political Committee, further
clarification is needed from you.

The Declaration of Leninigt Faction is signed simply "The Ienin-
ist Faction." JYour letter is signed by you only, on behalf of the
Leninist Faction. In the Declaration of Ieninist Faction you state:
"We continue to call for a proletariat orientation, as outlined in

. For a Proletarian Orientation." While this statement implies that the

ninist Faction has developed within the former Proletarian Orienta-

i',tion Tendency, it is not clear what the exact relation is between

former Proletarian Orientation Tendency supporters and members of the
ILeninist Faction. Nor do you indicate in any other way who the members

' of the Leninist Faction are.

_ ‘The party does not condone secret factions. What steps do you
propose to take to inform the party of which party members are func-
tioning as members of the Leninist Faction?

Comradely,

Barry Sheppard
National Organization
Secretary

- cc: Dave Wulp

Larry Trainor
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Dear Comrades,

1 am writing this letter to inform you that 1
have requested a leave of absence from the Oakland/
Berkeley branch from May 23 through May 31, 1972,

For part of this period I will be in England and will
be attending the IMG fusion conference as an observer,

Comradely,

Fa¥nbh ‘Levitt
Oakland/Ber keley Branch




