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April 10, 1974

TO MEMBERS OF THE POLITICAL COMMITTEE

Dear CgMrades,
The following is a report of the National Council meeting

of the New American Movement (NAM) held in February.which
appeared in the April 1974 New American Movement newsletter.

Lew




Eebruary 1-3

"NAM National Council

by Judy Macl.ean and
Roberta 1l ynch
Pittsburgh NAM

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL of the

New Anmerican Movement met in

Yellow Springs, Ohio. February 1-3.

The meeting was attended by some

nincty people, representing 28 chapters,

3 pre-chapters, and several friendly

organizations. The NC indicated that

NAM is growing, both numerxcally and

. poliically. Chapters have begun to

* develop a practice around a-variety of
- issues--strengthening organizational

. coherence and laying the groundwork

for working out a strategic perspective.

At the same time, as Suralee Hamilton .
~stressed in her opening remarks, the ‘
. current crisis'of capitalism and the possi- -

bilities opening for the left forma™

constant reminder of our limitations and *

the dimensions of the task before us” =~

This tension;between our:recognition '

_ that we are becoming a more serious and

. ~iable organizatiori and our sense “of what

we could be (and what we must become

*+ if we are to’unify and focus mass discon-

tent) was an under’lymg cnrrent thmugh

out the weekend:

In the reports from chapters, several
trends emerged. Most chiapters have
establishied some identity locally, though g

+ Afew are well knownj@emberslnp is: '

. . increasing, but has not significantly .
broadened to include sectors of the work-
ing class beyond white collat workers. NAM
is experiencing considerable growth on”
campuses, with new chapters in Binghamp:
ton, Queens, and Columbia, New York, -
and Athens, Ohio, Less than half the
‘chapters had worten’s caucuses, although
several chaptets are’ engaged in ‘educational
activity around socialist-feminist ideas,
While many chaptets worked around such -

.issues as Chile, Wounded Kneg, the:
Farmworkers, AtticaDefense, and Indo-
china. impeachment organizing seemed
to be the most cominon programmatic

> activity among’ chapters Several chapters a
have been putting out newspapers,.
addressing local and national issues from
a sociulist perspecnve Both lowa City
and San Francisco participated in coali-

. tions running carididates in socialist
electoral campaigns: Chapters such as
Pittsbuigh, Minneapolis, and Margaret:
Sanger (Durham) have been involved
in coalitions around local issuesin - -
social services and control of local
government. The reports from Phila- ..

- delphia and New Orleans about '

" delegates for the six demands passed, -
- " but significant differences-arose over

strike support work and the remarks
from a representative of a taxi drivers’
rank-and-file group in New York em-
-phasized the importance of workplace
organizing as a means of broadening
NAM’s base-—a concern which was to
recur throughout the weekend.
Whatever their previous experiences,
nearly all the delegates were concerned
with developing an organizational
response to the energy crisis. A panel
discussion, workshops, and plenary
debate helped to define the issues and
the Couricil eventually adopted a
perspective for organizing (see box).

-+ The speakers on the panel (Sam
" Love, Environmental Action; John

Braxton, Philadelphia NAM; Frank
Ackerman, Somerville NAM), while

- offering differing anaylses of the causes
_-of the energy crisis, all stressed that
. we must combat the oil industry’s

" attempts to blame the energy crisis on

the consumer, and project a system of -
producing and distnbutmg energy based

_on human riégds.

There was general support among the f

the emphasis that should be placed on.

. calling for nationalization (public owner-
. ship and democratic control) of the - -
“energy industry as the central focusof 0.
any campaign. Those who argued against
.. sucha focus said that tiven the absence .

of a strong,orgamzed mass movement -
~for socialism or any organs of people s
- power such as worker or community.
‘councils, a call for nationalization could ‘
only mean bureaucrati¢ control and |

" at best something like the TVA: Soc;af
. lists, they felt, should not fall into -~

supporting such a course because for -
‘too long Americans have been told -

.. that socialism mezns more bureaucratic °
control and this.is precisely the image

we much change. Those who supported

 nationalization responded that we would

_have to redefine the understanding of

" the térm to build a movement for a

publicly owned and democratically con-

trolled energy industry. Only a coherent
~pational program which makes this the
“eentral issue can strike at the source of

the energy crisis: - the ability of corpora-
" tions to make decisions on the basis of

. profit maximization. They saw nationali-
zation as a transitional program that

embodies our socialist goals. The National

. Council did not resolve this question—
. Whether to make nationalization the

i prmt and in chapters pnor to natlonal s
L meetmgs TS :

-article on forming a party in Liberation -

" tion of labor and minorities that has.

- ing up for the formation of a newleft

central focus of any enery campaign—~ . = '
and it will continue to be debated w:thm ¢

the organization : IR

A second source of controversy dunns pi
the weekend was the formulationof - .-} m
NAM's position on the Middle East. The | ¥
panel presentations (Peter Johnson, ... .| «

MERIP; Paul Bermansohn, Durham NAM; | F

 Deborah Hertz, Minneapolis NAM) pro- - |

vided information on the history and 4 u
internal politics of Mid-East nations, as- 1.

_ well as raising some of the political | o
. questions involved in trying to arrive | th
at a position. However, because most |
delegates were not familiar enough with | -

. the complicated questions involved,a | '
- minimal resolution—opposing zionism. | W

" and affirming the rights of the Palestinian di

people to national self-determinationin_ |t
Palestine—was adopted with the under-
standing that it would pave the way for _
further discussion of this issue (see box)
This experience pointed-out the need.to
stimulate debate on the, scheduled topic-

The finat meetmg on Sunday mommg L

‘%"focused on developmg a strategy for NAM, '~
* particularly examining the role of thg SR

party. Participants in the panel were "

John Judis, Berkeley NAM; Harry Boyte, o
- Durham NAM; and Ann Lawrence, = % €
-Philadelphia NAM: Judis said that he

agreed with much of the Arthur Kmoy

magazine, but he stressed one fundamemal I

difference: in his view the party must be
_publicly socialist; He also argued that = i)

while community-and workplace organiz-
ing activities are cruc:al ‘only an elgctoral*
focus can make clear our intention to
take state power. Boyte sees thisasan
“unprecedented time” for the lefg due to >
the demise of the Democratic Party coali- * ¢

existed since the New Deal. Space is opén !

party that would not necessarily be -
socialist; he urged socialists to join it but
also to malmam our own organizanon R
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Lawrence emphasized that NAM §lon¢r
term goal should be the building of & e -
revolutlonary party, but feit that su If— :

‘with the workmg ctassas a whole: ﬁon-v v
-sciousness cﬁanges she pointed Qut,ﬁr@f‘

- participating morgamﬁﬁonsamf st
tutions that can go beyond capitalism’, -
- e.g., union caucuses or unity comniftees -
< of employed and unemployed workers: -
*" that can form the cmbryc of workers’
councils.” e T TR el
- - Because memﬁérﬁ o'f thefpﬁnei'di
~ ‘not adequately define their differences
" with each other, the. eﬂsumgdxfcussxon
- did not clarify the issues sharply. Stifl,
it was an excited and exciting exchange
- demonstrating the growing COncern: that
‘many chapters have with strategy and -
the - variety of ideas present within the - -
orgamzanon on this subject. Queshons %
regarding the nature of the party (how
open wounld itbe? would it be exphcxtly
* socialist?), the role-of the state, the' 1
. relative importance of workplace organ- -
izing or electoral activity; the implica- .
- tions of NAM’s viewof the ccmpusmon
Tof the working class; the tension be’tween
a localized approach and a natiogl .
perspectxve surfaced in this session. .
" “Earlier nationalNAM meetmgshaye
~_been marked by a‘preater emphasis on
“socialist ferninism than was evident at -
1 this NC. Many women present exprésst
. a frustration about the lag betwee.
sm:xahst femxfﬂst analysxs and the

“of pmgmms relating fo the needsof =~
women from other sectors of the work-
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 arguments on resolutions. The spisit of

fobserver from another organization,
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unpeachment The workplace organizifi
workshop began planning for the conven;* :
'tion and will function as part of a,
nanonal network of rank-and fileg grpups
York 10032) The campus workshop
Lalso & up a-network (Contact the
Queens College ‘chapter) and will
- SpOnsor a conference in April:
Resolutwns were adopted in support
-of the Wounded Knee Defensé and .-

‘Attica Defense. Structural resolution: :
aimed primarily at strengthening cammu-
nication and political discussion: thhm
NAM were passed ‘

The weekend was packed with' plenal—‘_
ries, caucuses, and workshops, and on
-Sunday there were-a lot of hoarse voices
and tired eyes as delegates made final

“The Natumal Conv t' n ls the hzghest pollcymakmg body of NAM.

- 1t is held armually and is open to.all NAM members. (Referenda con-

- ducted between conventzons aa:ordmg to the constttutwn are of
_quaI authomy } S

-the meeting, as characterized by o;

““warmi,*with much tespect and solidarit
among“all present. The Nationat Counc
“helped 10 better clarify tendencies withi .
“NAM and to intensify. political discussio

It wasmarked by awllhngness to iden txfy
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__RESOLUTION ON THE MIDDLI I 151§

1. Zionism is a distorted form of the
need of the Jewish people for emanci-
pation, and an inappropriate method
for fighting anti-semitism. We support
the dezionization of the state of Isrue

2. We sulific;rt the right of the Pales-
tinian people-to national self-determing-
tion in Palestine.

3. The only way the above goals can b

achieved is through their integration 1, g8

the struggle for a socialist Middle Easi
4. This position is a minimal startiny
point and leaves out many points of
controversy among socialists in the
Middle East and the United States whi.::
should be the subject of further debate
in NAM. For example,

a) the questions about national
rights (political and/or cultural)
of the Israeli people:

- b) the questions about territorial

arrangements;

* ¢) a program for eventual coopera-

tion and unity among socialist
. forces in the area;
-+ ..d) the relatiorf of class and national
© 7 struggle in the Middle East;

'~ ¢) the relation of the Palestine prob-
~ lem to the Arab-Israeli conflict. and
f) the particular nature of socialist
5 transfmmatxonm the Middle Eas:.




