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Houston, Texae

‘Houston Branch . . AFE e
Loelialiat Workers rarty

. oar Comrades:

inis letter iz written to inform you of ny intention to resi¢n
from membarship in the soclalist Workers party. This has been
& long and diffieult decisien to make, however I feel that it is
the only one which I can honestly make at this point,

1 joined the Young Goslalist Alliance 7 years aso primarily because
of my support to the anti-war movement, I felt at that time, as

I deo %o 8 day, that the SWF and the YSA were the only organiza-
tions capable of providing a true mass action perspective for the
anti-war mowement.

Abeut the same time ms I joined the YSA, a new volee was raised
within the growing youth radicalisation--that of the women's
1iveration movement. I vividly recall qaagiﬁp-aﬁlo coarades,
ineluding myself, at that time anxiously, nasional perspestive
from the party leadership for our intervention inte this poten-
tially powerful movement, At the 1971 SWF eonventisn we were
Ziven sush a line, we were told that there was only one lssue
whioch was capable of mobilising masses of women--that of abdertion
law repeal. We ware $eld that sisterhood was rful, that
oonsiastent feminiam could only lead %o revelutionary eonseiousness.
1 fully supported thiz line, and came to identify myself sempletely
with the feninist meveaent and feminist ldeology, as did most
fenmale conrades. I eolapped the loudest when the party lesdership
chastined the ecounrades of the Preletarian Orientation tendensy
for thelr allegations that the only future for the womens' liders-
tion novenent was within the strugzle of the working class, and
that a student dased feminist movenment sould enly de short-lived.
when some scomrades wrete in 1971 that by throwing all of our re-
souress inte a single-issue multi-alags eampaign arsund adortion
repeal we would de misleading and derailing the womens'’ movement,
I was right dehind the rarty leadsrship in attseking their
‘workerisn’ and *sexism'., I was even 80 naive as to delieve the
stern promises of the party leadership that repeal of the abertion
lawas would enly be the beginmning and that wvhen this victery was
won we would lead masses of women in even greater canquests.

lt sesns almost a farce to say that I was grosely nisleid, After
the 1971 party convention female coarades threw themselves whole- -
Reartedly inte dMuilding WONAAC, working day and nizht attenptin:
t0 oause &% least a ripple within the wonens' movement--searchin:
endlessly for the promised masser of women who were d4ying to take
%0 the streets in an objeotively revolutionary attempt to choose
whether or not to bear children, The result was quite the opposite
of what had been expected. WIKAAC was never able %0 come nesr to
mnodilining masses of woman, and thes so-called odjectively revolu-
tionary dynamic of the movement found its greatest moment in the
chanbers of the juctices of the Supreme Court, with a littie helr
from 'sister’ 3ella Adsuz. 30 nuch for the adortion repeal move-
ment, An laportant cencession had been granted to those whe coul!
afford 1t, but what was left of the womens'® mnovement? After only
2 {onra of false hopes, inflated ;rouises and political misleader-
ship, it was left scattered with rio leadership outside of the
National 4domensl! folitical Caucue 2nd, consequently, no direction
outalde of the Lemocratic party.
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Ly 1¢'s limmited and olaasless intervention inte the womens’ move-
ment, the SuWl played a major role in drowning the 'second wave'.
The party falled miseradly to attract and recruit the most militant
wing of the movesment and virtually handed the leadership over to
the reformiste. Such iz the inevitadle result of consistent
feninisa qonsistently applied. -

R«g:y coinoiding with these developuenta was yet another le
of party leaderships ninimalist apcproach to the rediealisation--
this time involving the anti-war movement. By restricting it's own
TN a8 poli stoal opponents those TRAieNLised yeutn vho openl
) Nng A8 Po. oal opponen ase 111s , openly
mhh’ud‘:b‘ir it for m viotorious Vietnanmese wvevolution, the

_ found {tself with no other chelce than to droy it's intere

an precisely at the moment when the Vietnamess nesded golidarity
the moat. Aa Trotskxy wrote, " the mors the marty 1s petty-bourgeols
in 4% osmposition, the mere it is dependent nzm ‘tha ehanzes in
Ma effielial pudlie opinion®, When the students begen aving
shat the war was over, what else could the petty-bourgeeis leader-
“ :zwtm.sw do dut %0 tail-end that sentiment and withdrsw from
v . .

™ia sane approec¢h and pethodoleogy, historically refarred ¢to as
; ism, gradually becanme the most outstand foature of the
' :prlcdcc. ‘Quite the opposite development was Saking plase
viﬁil } Buropean seotions of the Fourth International., Rather
then g further and further removed from the radicalisatien,
e lur:zm Trotskyists were beooning inerwasingly recognised as
i%4® wost eonscious and devoted lesaders--winning over the dess
:ﬁi te of the student radicalisation and deocoming signifiemnt
itloal factors in some countries as well as ming the airei-
oult process of implanting thamselves in the ng olase.

Thie development within the Intermational coineided with my own
develop disagreenants with the ikl leadership and led me t0 declare
ny :ﬂor for the International rajority within the International

as As the Internationalist Tendeney within the 3WP,

Althoush I recognise that dy leaving the SWP I an also leaving the
ranks of ¥he Pourth International, I s%111 remain in basie ftical
azreenent with the Tourth Internatioral majority. Despite 1ts®
sarious lack of intermationalism and nolitical degensration, the
conrades of the I. have loyulli devoted themselyes g refurnic; the
SWF to 1ta' heritane ss a revolutionary proletarian party, a task
which I feel ia no longer possible. ..v ability and desire %o
personally remain politically active in the 54l has been deerly
affeoted by the non-intermationaliast sutlook of the SWF leadership
and my commitaent to the .T was too sreat to allow this inacsivity
%0 reflect upon the I7 as a whole.

Por these reasons I am resigning from the 54pP while remaining a
supporter of the Fourth Internaticnal. I sincerely hope and expect
that at soxe future point I may roturr to the ranks of the world
rarty of Soclaliat .evolution.
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