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( To: 'The Editor o R
The MILITANT“G coverage of the nat1onal truck shut—down and

the program projected for that movement by Farre11 Dobbs 1n

his 1nterv1ew has been exce]lent.

I disagree however. w1th Dobb' s character1zat1on of independent
owner~drivers as being workers with expens1ve tools.: In my
opinion, this: gFouping most, sociologica1ly speak1ng, be p]aced e

j,1n@“the petty-bourgeo1sjevfor,the,fol]ow1ng reasons among“others.,ik

flgm_An independent trucker not only se11s hws/her 1abor poWer

They essentially are se111ng transportation of goods as a

commodity, a transportation package that inc]udes the

fAs ‘nofhe"Tkeader of the MILITANT here put 1t, an analagous

“sih;ation ”““Id be asking a too) and die maker‘to not only have 7”ﬂ

several hundred dol1ars worth of shop too1s but to also have

the fbwn lathes. Jig bores. pay the electricity. rent, etc'L{T‘ i

'Such a tool and d1e maker would no longer be a proletarian but a h

2 (7 pett fjob{shop proprietor‘,~,
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Page Two

2;'iFarre11 Dobbs corrgctly points out that most of these

‘1ndependents are deep]y in debt for their equipment But

that is irrelevant as far as their economic class1f1cat1on.,r

Many cap1ta11st enterprises are in debt and many fail all the

,tjme;but that“doeswnoteghangeethejr‘economic character, _1,

3 Many of these 1ndependents employ wage labor on a job
basis. This is particular1y true in the moving seotor of: the

1ndustry where “day labor 1s emp10yed wel] be?ow union sca1e.‘

“153 The ambition of near]y every 1ndependent is to be ab1e to

buy more r1gs and employ wage 1abor to become a successful

cap1talist. Many of them have and some w111 in the future. S

A fleet driver or a worker 1n industry may have the same k

ambition but there is no opportunity for capitalizing their

grouping they are economically unstab1e and very

'vw'herable to. the deepening cr1s1s of American capita]ism.};‘e;f~w7n“fﬁ

Thevyare certainly being affected by the G“V”e"t radicalizat10ni’

and are us1ng proletarian methods of strugg]e. They can.j andf'

{mqs ‘be won over;towthe side of the working class. The f1rst3 ‘ffgxrn:;;
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ﬂ?@ga Three “'.}j: .

| priority in the7struggle today is to dump the rotten”IBT o

bureaucracy and utvlize the Teamsters Union to mobil1ze and

lead ‘the fight of the independents as wel] as the fleet

drivers.' However, we must a]so recognize that" should a

severe soc1a$3er1s1s deve]ep while the workers movement is ‘g;
sti]l dominated by crimina1s llke Fitzsimmons, petty~bourgeows

layers 11ke the“1ndependents oou1d become material for a

' fascist movement. This was tragica]Iy confirmed 1n Chfle. ;f’;j’ i@*f

5[.? It 15 aISo interesting to note that at the St. Pau] mass
§ truckers meeting reported on 1n the MILITANT a right-wing

This politica] 1nstabi1ity, inherent from their economicn

relationship 1n Society, 1s why I think it is 1mportant to
correctly 1abe1 the independents - an unstab]e. 1ergely

! economiea11y unv1ab1e. layer of the pettyhbourgeoisie.’j_ f??"

1 want to end by reaffirming my comp]ete agreement with the :

politieal tasks outlined by Farre11 Dobbs and congratuIat1ng

the.

-MILITANTﬂin its cove“age of this 1mportant movement.‘




