Ed Helsler c/o
SWr
428 S. Wabhash Ave. 5th floor
Chicago, 111, 60606
. February 21, 1974

Fred Feldman
New York City

Dear Fred:
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The following 1s,a'report on the DSOC conferences

About 200 people registered for the conference. A majority of people
in attendance were young although a considerable number of midile egzed
and older people were 1in attendance.: I had the impression that many
of those in attendance were not members of the DSOC but had atteneded
the gathering on the basls of the flyer usedto publiclze the conf. I
passed out the enclosed SWP campalgn flyer to everyone at the conference.
Many individuals wished me "good luck" in the camraign which indicated a
lack of knowledge over the politicsal differsnce betweon the SWP and the
Harrington group. The same thing occured at a party organized by

DSOC on 8aturday evening. I went around to talk to people about our
campe 1gn and (gf) one was openly hostile. In f-ct, = number of people
told me they were "glad to see a soclalist running in the election™ -

_Harrington attended the party and wes visibly shook byt the friendly
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V esnon publish 8 pamphlet on the energy crisis and soeialism.

response. of#theirfcontacts to our election camvalgn. ' I made one very
good contact at the party. He 1s xzkex a young man who is the research
director for a international union who hadl some contact wkth the SWP in
1968«69 prior to becoming active in the labor movement. We will . be -
me~ting so n to discues our election campaign. PRDF, the unlon movemenb.
etcn' SN ; B

Harriggton opened the conf. with a talk on the energy crisis. [T
He gave: a general talk on the fraudulent nature of the ecrisgis-and
called for the formation of a broad citizen's committee on public

~ energy which would essentially lobby for the passage of legislation

" that would set-up a government energy corporation to compete with

~ the pil trusts. He indicated that Stevenson's bill is a step in thef
right direction.  In order to promote such legislation he stated
- 1t was necessary to bulld a mass l8t-wing in the Demooratic Party .
. That 13 a major objective of the DSOC. He indicated the DSOC wlll
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‘Later’ that day ‘a panel discus ‘ion on. Watergate wag' organized.. plnda

"~ T. passed out coples of the FRDE brochure. During the- discussion -

.~ Allard Lowenstein, one of the panelists, encouraged people to Bup*nrt
the PRDF gult and sald 1t was one of the most imvortant suits to =
develop out of the Watergate revelatidns. During the party that:'
-evening I overheard Harrington %ell a number of people that the. euib
is one of the "go»d things" the SWE has done in fhe radtcal movement.
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(TK‘Q. Tho‘lqst gegsion esncerned Oahani77ny the unurganVOd Woriars,

*nqdqn' texboar ielked QP” tlye EYAN-E i!ﬁ »th nrimerily g gtatistioal
re-ort iyotntine ot bra failure -.)f She letar movemant by carry onb oa
gerious camrcale: Lo orgsnize hne wn““*wvw pd. - He indilcated that some

renl op- )V+un1'1ps now exist to organize the unor*’nﬂzpﬂ vurtic:xe“lv
,awonm wonen WITRTrS.

iz MPPiVe. a natlornal horad member of DoOC, an «ntwviqt in CLUW nnd
o4 mamber of the AFSCHME political action staff ceriticized the failure
of the union leadershin to orzanize woriiing women. She ¢nid the
axisting union lsadershiv has not had any organizine focus and axprassed
the hope that CLUW could f£ill that vacuum of leadershin. She thinks
CLUW has ~ representative structure and believes CLUW oan only »e
sue cegssful if that remalns ths cuse. She 18 not sure was form  the
CLUW oreanization will take in the lonz run but hopes the natilonal
structure and apparatus will remain "low-key"™ and the emphasis should
~ be on orranizing viable local units of CLUW, %fter strong loecal =
~affilistes have been organized than a stong natlonal apraratug And
.~ atruocture should be establishad. “otherwise it will be secn as :
threat to the union burescracy) and it (CLUW) will be smashed. . 8he
s4id a major objective of CLUW will he to put pressure on the union‘
~bureaucracy to commit money and personmel to organizing projects.

Day Creamer, a staff meaber of Wonmen Employed a local Chlcago org.
spoke on some of the activities of that organization. 8he indiaated
C 1t willbe 2 or 3 years before WE CAN 33GIN A SZ3T0US CAMFAIGN TO
orpanize women workers in the Lo;n. She said WE will ®shop around for
the bast deal as far as union organization* when the women are rive for
unionizetion in the Loop. WE now has 300 members and their major '
retivity 18 filing law suits againgt individual employerq regardihg
ﬁisoriminatian in emblayment and promotion. : P ,

Heather Booth, Director of t%e Midwest Acadeny (enclosure) said the ~
mailn weakness 1 the women's liberation movement today is the lack of
nconcrete projects. She snid the main 3 tasks of soclalists in the
women'!s movement today should be: 1. Win concrete reforms sush
as was done in the fight to legnlize abortions. 2. Glve women A sense
of their power by organizing them into unions, groups like W.E: ‘8t8,,
and 3. 'Alter the relations of nower and discuss the restructuring of
ootety. ' Ohe gald tha strueele for idems in the women's libvaration
‘rMOVemBnt 19 1mportant but that cononete actions are most 1mpartant»
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