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Los Angeles, Calif.

Feb. 5, 1974,

Pov'l'i‘f‘;i‘ cal Committee
Dea-.r:; Gpmradevs:

: SR 1 would like to make some suggestions about
v"‘t.he way the party has reacted to the energy crisis. Everyone
T recngninga that this.development is of such wide scope that there
i . s nof miwingle'imdividual in the United States who is not effected
by it in one way or another, to say nothing about other countnes

_ T S 'I‘here is also almost. una.mmous agreement
that thmga w1ll get eéven worse in-a number of areas this year:
further. declme in economic activity, Whlch has already started;
greater unemployment, ; more inflation; continuing shortages

- of fuels followed by shortages in other fields; and, of course,

Soa sharp increaae in general d1ssat13factmn on the part of Just

' about everyone., i ;
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: Lol .. - Coming on top of Watergate developments,
‘which ha.\re not yet been swept under the rug, the indications
~ are that there should be a greater receptivity to our ideas
.. as the year wears on. But this depends on how we present. .
. our pragrams. 3 |

b SLi The problem is that we are not makmg the -
el besﬁ ant most effectwe use of our transitional program, and
o in;‘ﬁ‘fa; léo.;mehmea using 11: mcorrectly. .

s ‘ Fu'st of all, I thmk the nature of the coming
;devebopments requires that the P,C, have a special discussion
i Vdevoted sclely to how we can best meet the energy crisis that

- - is moving ahead so quickly. It is certainly important enough
o, ep nd a good deal of time thinkmg out just what we should

" ‘do and how we should do it, The results of such a P,C, discusion
. il ,mmunicated to the branches for onenta.t:.on and
educatinn f thae membership.

ome :‘comrad»es.f_} reply to such a suggesﬁon
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with the fact that we are going to have extensive election
campaigns this year and that these will provide the vehicle
‘for our views to get a wide hearing. But I mention this only
because that is not what I am trying to convey. It is not only
the mechanics of what we are going to do, such as the elec~
tion campaigns, sales campaigns and so on, it is what part
or parts of our transitional program should be used and how
they should be used. That is what needs clarification.

Y I think I can best illustrate the point by
using an example. In the January INTERNATIONAL SOCIAL=
IST REVIEW there is a lengthy article by Steve Beck and
Cliff Corym:er on the energy crisis. It is an analysis of the
question and near the end, as 1s usual, it makes a number of
.ptepoanlp; “jiEven though i;h:mparticular artmcle concentrates
‘ori"the otl" énd of thed crisis and despite the fact the ISR is not
an agitational publication, I am using this article as an example
because similar articles, dealing with the energy crisis,

have appeared in THE MILITANT

. . Near the. end of the article the following
‘are proposed as solutions to the crisis: cut in the workweek
with no reduction of pay; open the books of the oil companies;
cost of living increases to all workers; a congress of the
trade union movement that would invite the participation of
Black and Chicano organizations, women, students and other
sectord;. a. Labor Party. This is a pretty large order, it seems
to me. .

ST The art1cle then goes on to say, "'I‘hese
f:ghtmg propoaals can protect the rights and living standards
of working people, but they }ull not by themselves solve the

- problems implicit in the enxgy crisis." Surely a reader would '

wander why it should be worthwhile to try to achieve this imp=
osing list of demands, and also a previously mentinned nation=
alizatxon of the mlamoxmpoly blackmaxlers, if it will not do the'..
JOb : - '
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The art1cle then goes even further and
suggests the overthrow of capitalism and world planning., The"
authors don't say so, but it seems to me that these last two
suggestions. gurely eliminate the necessity for all those that

.. went before. - :

, My point is that even though these are
Very good 1deas, one and all, the way they are presented is
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not the manner in which the transitional program should be
used in this instance. In an article or brochure explaining
‘what our transitional program is, in general, or in an elecw
tion program, it would be proper to list many of our transi=
tional demands. But if we visualize the present crisis as
one in which our slogans should be propagandistic moving
rapidly to agitational, and this is what I think is needed,
then the presentation of a long list of transitional slogans
is not_the way to make the best of thmgs at this time.

‘ What 1 believe we need is a central
slogan that would best represent a solution to the crisis.
And this, in my opinion, is the demand that the entire
ehe"t_{g]{ mdustry, oxl ae, coal atomic, etc., from
thafa ¢tractive end to ' thn to ultimate consumere
Be gy fired dhd 3 l"'!'i" ot UH# &Y ‘Wworkers! control. e
Although articles in. THE MILITANT recently contain
thxs ?sl,iﬂga.h they do not strees 1t'

'I‘his demand ‘goes right to the heart of

o the pro L,em.1 We should make it our central demand and

campaign for it. It has already been raised in various
1 "form and"ujsually only in- part, by bourgeois commentators.

This particular demand 15 also of such

: - With the mess that the capitalist system
has produced 1§ thmk concentration on nationalization would
meet a:favorable response in many quarters. It is superior
to other slogans because it can be explained, if necessary,

Sthat nationalization i under workers' control would eliminate -

the lay-offs now taking place, the need to open the books,
the Congress of Labor and other demands. It would by its

‘very nature lead to the idea of a Labor Party., Workers'
¢ontrol would protect workers by raising wages to meet
mflation and from unemployment by cutting the hours of
work- L

: ~ I don't think a call for a congress of
labor is the beat central slogan that can now be raised
because the situation has already developed to the point -

© thidt a solution to the energy crisis can be proposed.

That is nationalization. If the labor movement faced a
problem where it was best to call for some kind of widely
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‘representative gathering to discuss what to do, such as an

electxon coming up, then a call for a congress of labor would
‘be pertinent. But that is not now the slogan that can get the

best hearing around the present problem.

If the demand for nationalization is popul=
a:r:zed and meets obstacles from the capitalist class, as it

; surely will, then a proposal for a congress of labor will be

appropriate to decide how to achieve the aim. But when we
do raise this demand we should not weigh it down with addi-
tions. to invite Blacks, . Clucanos, women, etc., as they will
be there anyhow as representatives of their unions.  And

I am gure that if 'such a congress is ever held, the students
will qertainly support. it and come knocking at the door. It

mll be hard enough for mugmats to win ‘t!us demand‘wmhout _
with-seyeral other ¢hinggs *
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At any rate, I believe our articles should
have an agitational:flavor and that the central slogan should
“be to natmnalme the energy mdustry from end. o end under
workersf control » :

Loy

L i Most of all, we should have a central
slcgan and campalgn dlrected at the energy crisis. And it
shuulgi he 2 combination of propaganda and agitation. I
think the gituation calls for this kind of response, which,

. of courge, would be mtegrated into the commg electmn

campaigns and other activities.

N N | Comradely,

Yt

Milton Alvin.
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