Los Angeles, Calif.

Feb. 1, 1974. .

- Dear Jack, ‘

”»
i If the letter attached to this note, in an envelope,
,arrives before you: leave New York on your trip, don't open and
a:df,‘it,‘ux;_t;lybu return. The matters in it can wait.

Comradely,

’lwf

~Milton Alvin.




Los Angeles, Ca.hf

Feb. 1, 19.74.

i have your letter of Jan. 24, 1974, ’a.:nd arﬁf’glad i

| : Joe Hansen sa1d"
'In weighing who w give critical ‘support to, 1 think we should
rule out candidate y who are advanced by the CP for the simple




we antxcx'pate that there will be more, rather than fewer,
opportumtxes to successfully apply our tactic of critical
suppl rt to CP cand1dates."‘

S The transcript has you saymg, "I don't
thi they run non-token candidates. I don't think there's such
a thmg." If thm is the case, and I agree with you that it is,

we dld_;l am conﬁrmed in th1s by the. fact that..
andldates that were supported in Pittsburgh,

would be principled a.nd' much better in -
addmg for the benef:.t of those who are

t,the fake campalgns being put over on them by
"?‘-”ra,ther than trymg to embarrass them .
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In h1s remarks Tom said,

o "Milt's wrong about
. the .GP in a Very important aspect.

The CP is no longer composed
. _ ively=eor even primarily, as far as I knows~of hardened
Sth!inlsts.”" I'don't know where Tom got the idea that this is what
- Ithink. He cites no source. I do not believe that and did not write
‘ thatin any’ of my letters to the PC. I think, as I have prevxously
R tten, that we should pay rnore and not less attentmn to the CP

C AT

cently and in past years.'«' Doug 8
[ othmg qualitatively dlfierent. o

ppeared from the daily press. I wrote a letter to |
Mal Miah;:g NOV‘;:‘1'3 1973, who has an article in the

,»agedy&in Chile." In my letter I'noted that his artmle

e similantx between the events in Chlle and the e




1936 and their overwhelming influence in Chile in 1973.
Unfortunately, Comirade Miah did not see fit to acknowledge |
my' letter, I brought out the same idea, with considerably
more. forcefullnes 8, proposing a world-wide campaign by
all Trotskyists, in my article for our internal bulletin.
da.ted_‘Oct. 24, 1973, which was not pubhshed {1 agreed to
not publiqhg.ng this artxcle) LSS

A ' On the other hand when I wrote a letter
: last May 29th to. the YOUNG SOCIALIST suggesting that the
. paper .. .should have something about the YWLL or the

- Am. iican‘:CP in every issue oi the paper, "I got back an

A

$

verycme of the generals' loyalty to the

ttentmn, ‘but unfortunately, only after he

e to Pennsylvama‘ ‘You see; I.could have . = ‘_ ‘
1al e What seems to me a necessary correctmn o

'at the questmn was handled in a. routme N

; the remarks of the Chilean CP leader L

-geles. Wh;tle he made a good enough speech
f far too easy on the Stalinists in my opmmn. -
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manner where it deserved a large-scale campaign, What -
else can one deduce from the remarks in the transcript and
Doug's letter which points out (how profoundl) that what the
Stalinists did in Chile is not quahtatwely dszerent from what
they have‘beben dmng for years.‘

: Anyone wlth a feel for pol1t1cs, by whmh_.;
I mean strike wh.tie the iron is hot, would have used the Chilean
events of September, coming right at the time of our fall elec-
tion’ campalgn, to beat the godedamned Stalinist traitors over
the head Inatead’ 'THE MILI'I'ANT article I referred to in one.
of my prevmus let“ters reports that one of our. speakers slamme‘

08 ur "940 tha.t the SWP give cntlcé uppor
’andidacy or presxdent. In prevmus le'ters 1 have

Here is what Cannon wrote in h1s "Struggle fo
; "_;pubhshed a.t the end of. the factzon struggl '
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the SWP in 1939 and 1940. The original article was pubhshed in -
the internal bulletm near the end of the faction fight which was
concluded in April 1940, ''Everyone knows the crisis has dealt 7
heavy blows to the imposing movement of Stalinism. With,; the
signing of the Sowet-Nazx pact the flight of the Stalinist fellow-'
travellers began. They could stomach the Moscow Trials but:
not the prospect of ‘coming into collision with the democratzc e
government of U.S. imperialism. After the Soviet invasion of
Poland and than of Fxnland the fli ght of the fellow-travellers
beca.nle a rout. This wzld rmgratmn attracted wide attennon

voted for Roosévelt On elvectlon day

’vNow, we should understand tha.t thejSWP'lea.der




were much closer to thié' situation than Trotsky could ‘pd"ssi‘bl'ymbé,
and it turned out that theu' judgement was better than his on this
questwn. As I 1mpl1ed ina prevmus letter, Trotaky knew how _to

of, years that'we haVe battled the CP, that is, smce 1928, excep
for, the first few years when almost all the recrults came from
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that Trotsky taught him in the very early days of our movement
that he should pay close attention to the views of leading comrades
in the field and especially to criticism. I should also explain. that
I would not quote Jim on this point without his permission and

thhout giving the source except that the Cannon=Trotsky. corres
pondenice seems to have disappeared and is not a.vaxiabie for ‘
reference. 'I‘lns is a real los 8, unless it can be found

ST 3 Perhaps I can best ma.ke this pomt thh an
1llustratzon. D When George Novack, one of the older gyeneratm
of leaders, ‘was 1n Asia last year he. wrote me from Tokyo
that he would be ; t\irmng to New York via Los Angeles and
asked ‘me to arrange a meegting of NC members here to get a
report from him. ‘I did this as a matter of course; we were’
accustomed to getfing such reports from anyone passing through
I need hardlyn Bay mit I have never expected anyone to make’ ‘spec;
here for that purpb e except in extreme cases. But 1f some part

10n
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those who could today pass on such mformatmn were bcrn.
This is not the wayfto buﬂd educate and keep a cadre. I hOpe

be found in Cannon '8 ”Struggie for a Proletarian Party.” It is
in the part that dzscusses the auto cr1s1s (pages 66 and 67).1 e

of the petty. bcmrgems opposition agamst»whum
Canﬁan' s réma rks a,re, dxrected




