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P.O.  Box  116    Village  Station,  New  York,  N.Y.10014

December   15,   1979

MSR
Panama

Comrades:

We  were  surprised  by  your  objection  to  Will  Reissner's
article  on  the  Canal  Zone  in  number  37  of  this  year'g  IP/I.
We  do  not  agree  that  the  article  was  in  contradiction 36lhe
political  line  of  the  Fourth  International  or  previous |E£E
articles  on  this  question.

We  are,  however,  very  interested  in  reading  your  opinions.
Your  letter  of  November  7,  while  insisting  on  a  public  retrac-
tion  and  suggesting  that  the  article  contained  factual  inaccur-
acies,  neither  pointed  to  any  specific  errors  nor  presented
your  own  views  on  the  matters  covered  in  the  article.     We  ar`e
not  sure  what  your  objections  are.     We  look  forward  to  reading
your  views  and  weighing  your  criticisms.     On  that  basis,  we  can
determine  whether  a  real  difference  of  opinion  is  involved,   or
if  there  has  simply  been  a  problem  of  conf licting  information.

Comradely,

Steve  Clark
IP/I

cc:   United  Secretariat
PSR  Colombia
LCR  France
PRT  Mexico
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I'anari,   7  de  tiovieDbre  de  1979

A:    La  Direcci6n  Pol±tica  del  Socialist  Workers  Party.

Al:   S.   U.   de  la  IV  Interflacional

C-radas:

Queremos  expresar  por  este  nedio  nuestra  profunda  y  fomal  protesta  por  el
contenido  del  art±c`ilo  aparecido  en  el  Intercontinental  Press/Ixprecor,  Vol.
17-37  Pag.  2,  con  fecha  15  de  octubre.  el  cual  lleva  por  tltulo:   "Panan£  250
Hail  Return  of  Canal  Zone"  y  aparece  fimado  por  un  tal  Will  Reissner.

I)icho  articulo  adenfs  de  contener  una  eerie  de  aseveraciones  falsas,  se  nutre
sobre  la  base  de  infomaciones  emanadas  de  "Radio  Habana"  y  de  "Granma".   anbos
6rganos  cubanos  que  Dantienen  una  actitud  de  defensa  y  propaganda  de  la  dicta-
dura  militar  bonapartista  que  inpera  en  Panama.

For  otra  parte  la  llnea  pol±tica  que  desarrolla  en  ese  articulo  el  tal  Will
Reissner  estf  en  contra  de  las  resoluciones  del  S.U.   de  la  Cuarta  Int€rnacional
sobre  el  caso  del  Canal  de  Panari  publicadas  en  Iaprecor/Intercontineatal  Press
de  octubre  de  1977.

Queremos  hacerles  saber  a  ustedes  que  este  tipo  de  analisis  sup€rfluos,  acien-
tificos  y  falsos,   dentro  de  una  publicaci6n  de  la  Cuarta,   deja  mucho  que  desear
de  la  seriedad  que  debe  tener  una  publicaci6n  de  nuestra  lnternacional.

Valerse  de  infomaciones  de  la  prensa  burguesa  y  de  lo  que  pueda  decir  la
Radio  de  un  pai6  disc-ante,  pare  emitir  juicios  cono  lo  hacen  en  ese  artlculo,
en  lugar  de  infomarse  directanente  en  el  terreno  o  con  ouestra  organizaci6n
es  rna  actitud  que  nerece  todo  nuestro  repudio.

Nuestra  organizaci6n  exige  una  retractaci6n  pfrolica  e  irmediata  de  Codas  las
falsedades  y  aberraciones  de  dicho  artfculo.  de  lo  contrario  Dos  veremos  en
la  obligaci6n  de  rechazarlo  tahoi€n  pfrolicanente.

C;nzor;V=L°narlos,

Movimiento  Socialists  Revolucionario
Secci6n  Panamefia  de  la  Cuarta  Intemacional

cc:     P.R.I.   M€xico
P.S.R.   Colohoia
L.C.R.   Francia

--J



\`tj
`J

1 INEwS  flINfln:Vsns
_                                                            _     __                 _  _                                _                               ___                  ______  __  _:_:---______       __      ______.._.-I-.=T=T'=

I         250,OO0 Hail  End lo u.S.  Rule over canal  zone
By  Will  R®issner

Cb October I -a trfuated 250,000 Pan-
•manians .iirged thTongh the once beavily
guarded  gates  Of  tbe  Canal  Zone  They
Were  Celebrating  the  ®d  Of  seventy-ril
rear.  Of  direct  US.  nile  over  the  633-
quart mile zone that had pndouly cut
thdr country in hAIf.

The a-ony tuning tbe Cane) -Zone
over to Pa±±ama Darted the first *ep in
inplcoenting  two treaties rigned by the
fovernmcatl  of Penan&  and the United
Statee on Septcaber 7, 1977. Tbe rctum af
Panamanian  .ovedgnty ov- the Canal
Zone  vee  ttLarled  by  bnge  cdebrafione
thoughotit Pan-

The  rize end  aziti-impedalict trilitaney
Of tb-e outpotirizigB .ig"lled the difficul-
tie. tbe US. tulem will face in tBeintain-
hg the onerous conoeeeion. they eriorted
frozBthePamEJriia_TtgovemzBcatdndzig

-      the negotiatione tva yean ago.
•   A.  Vioo-peddent  Walta  Mondale  .d-
dleeeed  the  October  I  caeDony,  bailing
tbe ".ticoe-I in tbe peacchil rerdution Of
difpute® and good rdation. betwea lnge
and  mall  natione,"  he  -ae  repeatedly
int-pled  by  dante  Of dcaonrfulou
raving bannd I..ding "Yanlee. Opt Of
P-name" and rsoveDeignty or Death.""A climate Of indcochbable joy" tdgned
throtighout  Panama.  Radio  H.vana  ft>
ported  October  2.  "Popular fiectae began
£.tndny [Sgivmba 29] .zLd laded tDtli-j`:--Hondry bight." Sprtancou ctreet den

?-             L¥to|gL:One mpted dulng the day ou
-me card zone ull be -aeod from the
LDap," Panamian Preddent ^ririd- Royo
told  .  cheering  crowd  Of  loo,000  of  the
-any Where . riant Panamanian flag
-ei raird  ova the zone "All tbat hall
4.een off limit. to tt. Ence 1903 ba. bepn
fro be ®un."

Rdecfing  th.  d®qpfdr.  pqppler np.
port  throughout  IAtin  ^znedca  for  the
ltr`iggle Of the PanJ±)+±±AL±iaL±. to gain eon-
tro] over thdr qeated re.ource, the A-de
:d ctate Of .eve I..tin ^medcan counti-
•+ttcaded tb. uny.
I   Th-e irdoded th. pTeEdat. Of Merico,
CbloDbin,  Vcaezuda.  Per`]  Bolivia,  md
Cocte Bi- Nicar&gtia -u pe.ented by
Violcta Chemcm .nd Danid Ort¢ga. tlo
`Of tbe five bemben  Of the Junta af N.
.tional G®cp_rfuctialL    .

hplemcotation af the fiT* pha.e d the
trcatie.  give.  Patiazna  cmtrd  eve  the
di- Of Criffobal .nd Balt]oa ,..- u u
orq the nilroad thlt rm. ppalld to the
-el. CaDtrol ov- opcr.flan. af the cazid
iadf ho-cvt=. will Bat prat to P.n.m-

oro
-.-i  -., ``~.  .`  -..--,.- a. i  -.,-

ontil the lace dry Of 1999.
The United States had rtiled tbe Canal

Zone  rince  1903,  whca  a treaty with  the
newly  independent  Repubnc  af  Panama
granted the US. catrd ova tbe zone ln
perpet`iity." h rettim, Panama reodved a
coethe cash paymat af Slo million.

Untl the October 1 Ceremony, the Cand
Zche  had  been  directly  adrniniftoed  by
Washington,  .Object  to US.  ralber than
PanFi"T£_p_  law.  The  Canal  Zone  had  it.
own frouce force, l&v. coqrte, md .chod
qrcten and vac .ervioed by the Ufi podd
ryetetn.  Moct  jobe  .eeodated  with  the
canal -ece reserved for US. citizenfL

The  US.  continues  to have  a  ±A_.E±ve
tnilitery pr-case in PimTm. Th-e ue ut
pe8ent  fourteen  US.  tnilitary  baeco  iD
What vac the Canal Zone.

penALmf[+i±iF±±    netionalirto   have   long
been rfuiggling against the UJ5. fr-ce
in  thdr  country.  Lnge  demonrfutione
end  ltrile8 in  1947 forced canoell&tion Of
en  agreement  granting  the  Pcotegon  .
Dear  lease  on  military  baeca  ot4fide  tbe
CfLnal Zozie. The US. vaii forced to with-
dmw from tho.e b..ee &t the ad Of that
yeRI.

Throughout the 19508 Panamanian. on
ganized  marchce  into tbe Cazid  Zone to
tr]r to fly the Panamanian flag alongdde
theUS.flaga..qmbolOfPenAL±J±L?_c
•ovedgnty  ova  the  zone  h  one  .tLch
Darch.  aBi NovenhaT 3,  1959, demaaftr&
eon vee driven  opt Of the zone dy US.
troop. .nd .one dchty pebcn. vce iB-
jtired. The ®guing anger in Panama con-
vinoed U.S. F[eridat Ei.echover to .llarr
the P.nmed±. a.g to be flovn ipbdi-
cally in one place in the lone.

The bloodiest US. .a.ault took dace on
January 9, 1964. More than twenty Pane-
Dan_i?LQ!  veie  tilled .nd  .one 600 -ee
vounded  -ba  US.  troopr  and  Canal
Zone  police  opened  fire  on  thoti.and.  of
unamed  people  .ttcapting  to  nice  .
P.TI-mJ-ri_ilQ A.[ dotifdde th. Ul flJlf
•t Balboa High Schod in th. .one Since
th®  demonrfution.  b&ve  t.Ice  Pace
cach year on the annivmary Of the tBalee
ce  ^zid  Preridat  Rqro  re.d  out  tbe
namce  Of the darn potectco A tbe OeL
tober  I  ocoeDony,  .e the  -awd  choded
ftyent" .fig. ..ch Bane

US.  .ovoeigDty  over the C.nd  Zone
hal been . hated rymbol af US. izBpedAl-
im to people throngbout I..tin ^rdc&
Phoridot C.rte bop.e that tbe ngiv tbfL
ti-  will  inpro'`re  W.chingtan'e  i"Lge,
while  m&intaiing  ddctive  eobtrd er-the - ion

Under the tve treatie., the U.S. fovern-
Dcot TetainB tbe permanent richt to inter-
vene militarily in Panama to maintain the
caa)'.  Thet)trality."  US.  varchipe  will
have  tbe  right  to  priority  pe±±ege.  The
US.  military can leep ite baeee throtigh
1999  and  maintain.  the rifbt to a.e .11
lAndiB  .nd  watco it deem. Dcoeeeary for
the cand'. dda.a

h  other  vorde,  the  full  UJ3. tBilitqy
pe.case will rmain in whfLt had been the
Cud Zone.

The  US.  .I.o  rt±ain.  ite  oontrul  over
opemtion  af  the  ana)  iteelf  dthongh
under an altcod form Efftedve October 1.
opemtione -ere tmnrffrod frcm th. Pa-
nama Canal Company, vhich vu ndu
dvely contpoued by the U.S. government,
to . P&nan& Canal Commi.rion tBade tip
of nine neDbcm+five .haericane and four
PanarTiani?T!?+ll  af whom  Duff  be  ap-
proved by the US. govmnent.

The treatieB ftipulate that though 1990
tbe &dTniTiidrato]  af tbe canal will be .n
Amchcan, with . Panamanian deputy. h
^ug`ict Preddent C.rta nazned the firft
•dminidrator  Of tzie tiev PazifLma Canal
ComL±i±e+on.Hei.Ga.Denni.MCAoliffe,
-ho had tintl then  l]een  .ening ae the
head   Of  the  US,  8outhon  Command.
headqunrtoed in the Canal ZcaeL

A. the Octoba 1 cdebratione in Panama
dramatically   .boered.   tbe   Pan?in?ti€an
people  mlue  the  cmc..ficD.  tbey  have
voa bet .re tict happy with tbe edaEve
control tbe US. ftill retainL

The victory over Soncea in Nicangua
•nd  tbe  riling  tide  Of  rebdlion  in  El
8alvador and other pete Of Cahal ^mtr
ice .re lildy to inqrire the Panamaziian
tna&.e. to peas forward for the withdmw-
al of all US. baee. ha P£L±i±ma .nd for
hmed±+±te=,hllP±h-hmimcoofrolarver
tbe ca±£]=                                                      I

Correctlon
A  fit.e  -ae  inadvertently  dropped

from  the  .Tticle  "Worldwide  Aid  for
Kamptichca Novr in taft -.ck'. ZP/J.
The ninth paragmpb in column one on
fNLce 04i chould nd:

^ndinf to Ch.nda. -Vicham co
ffLr bar .upplied 10,000 tone of rice eeed.
20,OcO ton. of rioe. 9.000 toni. af fuel ail
and 6,OcO ton. Of conmmer pod. .uch
ae condeneed mill doth .nd boo.ehold
utce±_!±.„
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