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Appendia 4

PORWARD TO UNITY OF WORKING CLASS PARTIES .

{'%‘:\\/ FOR WORKERS® AND POOR . PEASANTS’ GOVERNMENT,
\ //b FIGHT CAPITALISM TO FINISH COMMUNALISM AND AUTHORITARIANISM,
Blection Menifesto of The COMNIST LEASUE,
{Indian Section of Fourth Internatiomal)
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The recent mid-term poll is.declared in the midst of rising class
struggle of urbar and rural masses,and the \mcertunty over the outcome of the
claims made by industrial .and agri;:ulturol bmngebisie on the national resources
and their struggle for hegemony dn the ruling power block at thg central govern-
mental Yovel,

For more than ene decade,the bourgeois parliamentary democracy in -
India has come wnder greater and greater stress,This politiwal instability of the
bourgeois democraey flows from the steady erosian of material as well as ideolo-
“gical resourcea at the disposal of Indian bourgeoisie.The recessionary economic
cricis of late sixties,last Indo-Pak war,intensification of class struggle culmi-
"nating into the railway workers’ strike and mass struggles of Gujarat and Bihar,
engulfmont of Indian economy into world economic crisis of 1974 etc. brought
stacocrirg bourgeois democracy to its knees resulting into proc}amation of emer-
gency and the brutal suppression of the struggle of the masses.The last general
election of March 1977 provided a new opportunity to Indian bourgeoisie to put
its housc into order within- ther frame-workiof bourgeois-democracy.

Sinmer independence with a strategic- aim -t expand internal market
and ‘o promote capitalist mode of production with added vigour,the capitalist
state pover of Jpgdia® poure mrseive resomrces inte Indian agripulturo with a

ultant Flourishmermt of the ugrar:lan section of capitalist class i.,e. rich
pedsants’ popularly cal (om 1960s,this agrarian-section of bourgeoisie
started its struggto -+ *ﬂcmhmﬁun over ruling power bdock,Till March
1977 they were succeps ,fx}} im ;gserting their posi;j.ig at the regional orx state
level March 1977 provided them a great opportani o extend their tentasles at
‘the eentral governmental level and they started a:rdetermined struggle for hegemony
in the ruling power block. at the centrs.

rom Mazchy 1977 the. Ipdéanlbowol#e os,2 glosp.

trigd l{ith a;l,.l“ ts, maponvirebility and far, dness -t olye, Janal cha,rty Into
a viab] tical pa:z-tiy1 tﬁbensureﬂ:ltabili ty ofqbwmmgsg§Mee§n Incﬁa .But along
with temal squabbling the bourgepisie faced a fermidable challenge from the
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Without doubt ‘shaken np-the bourgeoist state inc a way that no other
Bvint fas’ ﬂﬁmn&% strike OF X874,

The most ,ctms s of Inaddtrial: -waﬁ:éii’ &5 the
ni B4 fancy shown by ¥ Rt poisc mtgm “Vika: Ranput, Poota {c..
ose mil{tant worke e Ay Brsead qrafsriBed uhfts‘nna dq,ries
of “tradi tiondl: trddel?;’nw\ v Fetéon -workies, W‘%S Kt Yhe faftia-
tif ¥ A -their .own Han shing aq,mg tha gradgipional nmgmt&e zéaem*ﬁ rH
Though “they wére hotl to '1;‘ ip thedr i t 8 bl wormid ttecs 'fof 3
Yoty e, #hoy were ABYE X5 show a new way to A largd Wess D ARlers.

I agriaul tura,the, Sotpeting dgrarian capital -mag zmock in suppreesing &gri-

c(z]ltuzel poor 'to mainkain itm xdrive towards app;’épri of“qreater and -groatict
purplus wvalue. Wide-spresd casts atrobities to xuppre;s 31d §, agri cultural :pddf Mere
combiped with the suppredgsion of rural lebody as y' g4ng them,Fhus@#ero-
i tfos on Dalits. in Maboremhiss (Marathevans); ﬁh\ &1 ashthan, Bihar, U k.4l @tc.,
{ave zovoaled the. imtenstfxbdiclays, Ntraboip in 5L AroAR,
The-disintegration gtdadbta F@’x‘i‘fr ﬂ@zﬂ o 5 M g term poll; and ne

ee o 3 X} 3.1 q;-ambitimmtzany
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I&3VES XY THIS ELECTION:

For the m}ing welass, ‘dpeda iy mder’-ﬂt@‘gu d oia Lidqmenhaty
MQS:;acy,,eleqtiw’t Ygia cq’hmbog}}g. aFed £ odme 1{:0“ fgzgn;;th »R?; sorddy,
Elechon,s agt as: a%’a!ety zulve‘:o Fant! *ﬂie«gr{%vuhc& ‘Ehéf%p&i‘tion to:mAintain
the "status. quo.l fr:resemi" e to¥n POTIKas Teome Bt S"tfme ¥heh bourgeois. demogracy
in Ircia has alreddy entere apeﬁaﬁ bEpE omcc;*_grisws andfinstabllity And’ when
there has been a completa fragmenta iof of - st8*poddtical party {xm«om
Objectively the bourgenisie &b a'.cldss Vemts -"Eq‘,s%ilfse)strengthen and cortinue
parliamentary democracy. Before ofting- fb)' &ny. uth%‘nexétremp ‘and naked.measure to
stdbilize {ts rule.

The very strategy im these electichns is-io I‘Gcgrm’ilc varipys sections.of
bourgeoisie and at the same %ime §ide~tr;ac5t-rﬁxe TeAT Yest Tem oF éﬁe toiling masses
and- persuéfihng them fo re&nt,n from etmggle under” the prete“%t of slgetions and 1if
nqceasary ctlamp down én ‘the‘lr movement through draoconian prevantive measures.sﬂance
ot the ‘draconton prevent;.ve detention ordinanpe andibusy: in férming alliapee wl;h,
‘one or another bourgeois party. the Stalinist parties Iike Pt PM some Maocist p§rty
and groups; the Centrist parties like RSP, RCP e:tc;,amt'theq@fétmist gtrties Ilke
Forward Block and Socialis. grpups, arg Qidinij in ‘haking- tHE bourgenis stratagy
suscessful,

The issue of authoritafianism 15 ‘taken np- by lsomd ‘Bew¥redls parties and
Sga—lims’c Centrist and Refonﬁfst‘. vv;ax'ksirq qlass partyed But ﬂ?efr ptesantatmn of
thiis™ igaue is dovoid of {ts kless quemomaﬁm Stans From:the backward
capit8lidt social system prevalébt in Incia.Brergency wagdbiy orie of the raked
'shoue»o:f methontarianism. “The, mdi.vimd Janata:Parfy ;and; ;U:& loader {(row with Janata
party or outsite 1t} ith.all thair! demaratin protanfions Mot Withstanding,ate
equ&lly - r]ot more,guilty of mowm anad . masses On mwi
from Kampur 't Marethawada,attempting. 1o Jmpee In&utrﬁn. 1ations Bil) e,
onithe aniud WorkAng olags Dayement in ndfc,Preventive Dytontdon
issued :;;C'hmutnqh Qméxhnor& and his ﬁu‘oau«to bap atrikew' so Qo & polnter
in this firoction.Those avents since March 1977 have pruved gt it is not odrregt
anthoritariardsm with any partifular groun,irdividgal fon bohryusie palitical ‘Formk 1om.
Authbritarianism carqot be aorbefed &y ,\gj:i.gmuﬁ‘:w partichlar bonrgeols vgg—w
gronp or individual. Roots of suihord farfapien can be sd prly S th the ove
of this backward oapitalist state and social sytem by & Ftotfous prolstarian
revolution establishing workers state in India,

Simjlarly commnalism &s g ¢lass Weapoh. to drixe a-wedys inghe unjty of
strapgling toiling masses is amployed by the rulig}&um'in Indtac$inée ‘Indepertence
itself,
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Commnalism satisfies the needs of the capitalist state and social system in India,

It is an ideological and oppressive weapon af the ruling class,It is not monopoly of
one or another bourgeois party,In fact all the bourgeois politital parties and groups
whether popularly branded as gommunal or not,are dirgetly or indirectly instrumental
in the communal violence perpatrated on minorities in India.Thus, it cannot be fought
by fighting only one or another bourgeois party. It cannot be simply fought by forging
an alliance,electoral or otherwise with any particular bourgeois politicql party or
group. In any case,it cannot be fought effectively politically by subordinating the
independence of Working class politics and its movement to the needs of any particular
bourgeois poljtical party or group or individual.It can be fought only and only
through the united movement of working class and toiling masses against all forms of
oppression and exploitation generated by the capitalist social system in India,

Hence, the major issues all the way debated in-these olections by bourgeois
parties as well as Stalinist,Centrist and Reformist left parties are devoid of their
class content,The.issues of authoritarianism or commnalism or: stability at the centre
or the question of law and order etc. , raised by bourgeois parties,Stalinist,Centrist
and reformist working class parties as well,ase nothing but pawns in the bourgeois
chess game of electoral politics,

Roal Iasues of the Working Class:-

For the working class movement in India,real issues which confront it in
these elections relate to 1ts very existence as a producer class, The defense of.
their standardiof living and the defense against the brutal assault on their demo-
cratic rights and atrocities on toiling masses are their fundamental issues. The
threat of the Industrial Relation Bill,a frontal assault of bourgeoisic to snatch
away funcamental democratic rights of the working class is not going to be swayed
away through this election. The recognition of Bonus as a defferred wage and other
such domands on a lasting basis cannot be achieved through elections,

These issues have posed a need for self-defense of the working class and
toiling masses anc their organisations. Lock outs,closures,retrenchment of workers
etc, have worsened the problem of massive unemployment. Spiralling inflation has
renderecd the problem of living and minimum wayes very acute, For the pauperised
masses of rural areas,these elections are not going to bring back their lost land
or their emancipation from wage-slavery. The way clection campaigns are taken up by
the bourgeois parties,the Dalits are going to he victihm of more and more cast
atrocities. Thelr real issues are radicel lend refomms,better living and working
conditions,right to organise and strike, their rel ‘gious rights and real abolition
of untouchability, segregation, abuse, cppression, exploitation and so on, inflicted
upon them for centuries.

For the working class and all toiling masses of India the elections have
brought draconion preventive detention ordinance,ready to fall under the guise of
essential commodities act and so on, ‘This is a portent ~f trond *o come after
elections, Whether these elections produce a stable government of one party or a
coalition of parties,whether the party or parties forming government are Janata,
Cong(I),Cong(U) or Lok Dal,whether it is supported by Stalinist,Centrist and
Reformist working class parties or not,there are ample reasons to believe that a
crack down on the democratic rights of the working masses is going to be one of the
earlies measures of the new regime,

Dhe Electoral Policy o e C nist Leaque:.

While the Commnist League,the Indian section of Fourth International,doces
not believe that elections can solve such issues specific to the toilers. It says
that the election is a medium through which above mentioned real issues of werking
class politics can be posed shrply so as to help mobilise the working class poléiti-
cally and organisationally to take up revclutiondry fight against the bourgeoisie.

When Indian bourgeoisie is pushing forward its overall political strategy in
elections,the traditional left of India - Stalinists,Centrists and Roformists - are
again putting forward their class céllaborationist programme to save bourgeoisie
from political crisis. They do not believe in the Independent mobilisation of the
working class and its toiling allies for the Socialist Revolution,
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The concept of "Left and Democratic Front” put forward by these parties is nothing
but one of the forms of political elasscollaboration with the bourgeoisie. The
task of soeialist revolution and thus the capture of state powar by the wotking
class is relegated to some Xos idefinite period it future,

Class collaborationism in any form and un'er any guise has always proved
harmeful for the idependent working cleds politids and movemerit, In these electiochs
it is presented to us in the name of fightiny authoritarianism and commnalism,

It is to be totally rejected, '

In these circumshances, incdependent proietsrian politics continunes to be
the need of the hour. Working elass should put political conficdence agly in
their own united organised strength. ~Not elections, but the mobilisatidn of
work rs ancxh their allies . arocund their real issues at work place, in fields,
slums and strcets can only solve thelr .problems by establishing their own rule,
The overall aim of the communist league is the independent mobilisation of the
workiny people to establish their own rule in order to begin the construction
of socialism. The Indian working class and toiling mass must liberate themselves
from the idealogical and the political spell and influence of the bourgeoisie
and its reformist tendencies in the working class movement. The forge the
united front of all the left forces represented by all the workirg class parties
for the programme of the workers’ and poor peasants’ government is the pre-con-
dition to realise this pergpective. Such politics must have the perspective of
mobilising and uniting the working class, toiling and poor masses against all
the exploiting classes, + heir parties anc their socio/political system, around
democratic democratic and, tyansitional demands for establishing a workers’ state.

Elections is one of the arenas for conducting class struggle, where masses
coubd be educated on all these aspects through proletarian methods of propaganda
and participation. With stch a strategic perspective, the Communist League is
participating in this elections and 3sks all the workers and toiliny people:to
vote for its c@ndidates,

The electinn polizy of the Communist League is rlaced in this frame work,
We ask all the workers and toilers never to vote for amy cepitalist ecandicdate or
parties no matter how left thev taik.

The Communist League LOE3 NCT call for a vote for electrcal or govemnmental
blocks (The left and democratic front or any such front) of ¢apitalist and any
Stalinist, Centrist or reformist left parties, called popular front since I930s
when that is the name Stalin gave to this form of class collabdrationism. To
do_so under any yr etex would be to gsay that it is pot necessary to overthrow
capitalist class rule and replace it with workers’ golitical power but to say
that the capitalistw and workers togather should ru e-which always means in

reality continued capitalist power.

Wherever' Communist League is not able to put forward its own candidates, -
but where same independent working class candidate or candidates of above mention-
ed class-collaborationist working class parties and tencencies are contesting,

We ask the working people not to refrain from voting,.

In such cases, the first choice should be the independent working class
candidate or a mr%y having a clear cut programme of indepencent political action
by the working class agabnst all forms of expkakkimn exploitation, oppression
anA elass collahorationism. : .

In absence of such independent working cldss candidate, Commnist League
asks the working people not to recognise, but to totally reject the’class colla-
borationist programme of the candidates of Stalinist, Centrist and Reformist
parties and to cast a critical vote, a vote without accepting ‘!:heir programme
in favour of such parties, This is because their class compesi tic?n is different
fromeapitalist parties. They arc historical currents in the working class move-
ment, Their base is in the mass a ganisations of workers, A vote for them
without accepting their proyramne is for advincing *he concept of the need to

-class cmongs* the working peorle, The call for a
ggwggoigtgl?:sngﬂnig gé!‘p'd;zﬂ ?:he JMvidinc line in the elec%mal erena

between the Working class end thecapitalist ciass without giving any uppcrt
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#hatsoever to t heir class collaborationist progrrmme but in #act all time thoro-
ughly criticizing it.

Whatever possible, the Commnist League will prefer its own state of workimg
class candidates and participate in these elections for revolutionary propa-

ganda and agitation with the above mentioned revolutionary Marxist perspective
and with a following programme of demands :

WORKING CLASS AND TRADE UNION :

I) Recogniztion ancd restoration of minimum bonus as a deferred wage for all
waje earners and galaried employees. Restore 8,33 per cent as minimum bonus
immedi ately and remove all ceiling on bonus. Delink bonus from productivity
and any tyrc of jtensity of exploitation.

2) No to Industrial Relations Bill.

3) No more wage freeze and compulsgy deposit scheme, Immediate payment of
arrears alongwith interest of the CIB (Compulsory Derosit Scheme)

4) Effective legislation andits imnlementat on against lay~off, lock-outa and
closures,

5) Reopening of sick mills under Workers’ Control to be finaneced by the State.

6) Opening of books of accounts includirug secret dealings, of the employers .
by and before the workers. '

7) Right of workers to elect andrecall representatiere of their choice in
trace unions, other working class councils and committees through sccret ballot

as wcll as the right of workers toldecide questions of strike, demonstrations,
withdrawal etec.

8) No ropression and/or torrorisati on of workers, toilers, amployocs, national_

itics, Dalits etec. anc their strugiles by lejal or oxtralegal means and methods
from all quarters.

¢} Cryanisc worker§’ and toilers’ groups anc committiess of self-defense to
fight assaults on their arganisations, mectin~s, agitat ons ete,

Ip) Netionalisation without compensation of all means of procduction, transport
and communicatl on under workers’ control, '

II) Right towork with a sliding scale of hours of work,

LANDLESS LABOURERS ANPPOOR PEASANTS:

I2) Full trade union and democratie ri:thts for landless labourers and poor
peasants,

13) Guaranteed minimum wage to agrienltural and landless labourers through
their own elected committees.

I4) Guaranteed bonus, provident fund, gratuity and pension benefits to agri-
cultural and landless labourers,

Is) Provision for subsidised agricultural inmts such as seeds, fertilisers
pesticides, tools etc. for poor peasants and marginal farmers,

16) Speedy implementation of lanc reformg throuch and undey the control of
denoeratieally elected poor peasants’ and merginal famn; ocommi ttoes,

17) Nationalis~tdon of plantrtions, fa-ms, coonor~tives ownod amifor costrolled
by rich farmsrs.
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WOMEN

Ig) Riuvht towork and rescrvation in jobs of all k
inds for-
of discrimination against them, ox women end end

I9) Free education to girls till highest stage.
20) Reduce working hours anc relieve women from oneous duties,

3I) State creches, child carc cent é i
for the e gred wor:\en. centres and cheap clean mess (eating places)

22) Right to divorse without any restrictions ‘andtheir maintenance till
employment by the husband., Full freedom to marry and divorse.

23) =cqual pay for equalwork,

24) qunplete freedom for abortion without any restriction to all women and
effective rcal campaign against stioma around it in the society .

25) Women’s vigilance committecs to tockle the cases of rape, wife-beating
a.rlr‘ all forms sexual ancdother violance against women of prostitution at work
place.

26) Abolition of prostitution, devdasis system etc, with decent guaranteed
jobs,

PCLITICAL :

27) Secrap emergency provisions from the constitution of India. Scrap all
draconian measurcs like mini-MISA, Preventive Detention etec,

28) Right to strike as a fundamental righi of the workers,

39) Right of nationalities to self-determination,
30) No brutalities and military operatioms acainst Nagas, Mizos anc other
tribes and nationalities.

8I) An end to atrocities on dalits, natinnal and religious minorities,
32) Release all political prisoners, including Nagas, Mizos, Naxglities etcs

33) Right to resall elected representatives ofthe people from Panchayats
¥o parliament.

34) Abolition of private property in production, distribution and exchange,

STUDENTS AND EDUCAT ON: Jwhich should

85) Nationalis~tion without compensation of all education institutionsj_under
control of students and teachers.

36) Management of such edusitional institutions by.students and teachers.

37) Right of argans ation and political associatjon to all students and
teachors,

nx
HCUSING AND MEDICAL SERVICES :

38) Provisien for standard resicdential space with all amneties for everybody
Take over of all surplus space by Workers’ and poor peasants’ government for
distribution to those families who Kave less than the standarcd space,

3g) Nationalisation without compensation of medical services.under the control
and supervision of the residents of. the area,

FOREIGN POLICY :



{713

40) The foreign pblity of the workera’ and poor peasaits’ government would'
be based on revolutidmaty proletarisf intérnationslem moral and matarial x
support to all the strwgles of oprressed mationalitiés end -oppressed natioms.
for independence, to the preletarian strugoles for socialist revolntion &%
all cﬁitalist oountries, whether ovlomial, semi-colonial or impérfalist
Uncondi tional defense of all Sefommed and/or degensrated workers’ States
‘againgt the imperialist military and bufeaucrdey of such states. Suprorting
the strugoles for political reeolution by working masses of burencratised
workers’ state against their bureamcratic mis.rule in order to usher into
socialist democracy in Russia, China, Bastern Europg etc,

*

VOTE FOR THE COMMUNIST LEAGUE
# FOR UNITY OF WORKING CLASS PARTIES
* FOR WCRKERS AND POCR PEASANTS GOVERNMENT

* FIGHT CAPITALISM 70 FINISH COMMUNALISM AND AUTHORITARIANISM .,

* FOR SOCIALIST REVOLUTIONEKX IN INDIA UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF

Nl
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i‘ pendix 11l

Statement of the C.C. on Unrest in Eastern Rogions of Iandia,

Commmnist League expresses its great concern to the recent unrest in Eastern
India, especially Agsédh ‘and Meghalaya. Under the skogan of “Assam for Assamese”
students have attacked non-ksumese,especially Bengalis,In Meghalaya also many -
attemp*- to intimi@ate and terrorise Bengalis, have been made., Thoir main dumands
are guarented jobs far Assamesq,fapid industrialisation of those regions,throwing
out of "infiltrators” « those Bengalis who have crossed the border between Inde
and Bangladesh and resided in Agsam - from Agsam etc, Roots of the.problem 1fes ol

These areas have begn relatively economically Lackwerd in the development of
capitalism in India, Regional disparity is &n inevitable phenomenon in the capitalist
economic development worsening general economic situation has resulted into high
level of unemployment,poverty,inflation and has given rise to sectarian violence

and the emergencc of provincial chauvinist organisations. Intervention of police

or CRP won’t solve.the problem, On the contrary it will increase the complexity of
the issue by creating more confusion regarding who are the infiltrators and lead

to blackmailing of innocent muslim; Agsamese also and currupt practices, Whenever
Assamese landlords wanted cheap labour of Bangladeshi muslims they did all they
could to prove that these Bangladeshi refuges wereiIndian inhabitants,

Unfortunately political patterns of S.F.F. and C.P.M. who instead of struggle
for workers state are collaborating capitalist and commnal foreces in India, S.F.I.
has also joined banawagon of"fgsam for Assamese”. C.L.believes that,only ¢lass of
working class struggling for socialism anc resulting in working state can’' guarentee
jobs,economic development and removal of region disparity.

Apendix: III

Statement of the C.Ci on Productivity linked Bonus to Rajlway workers.

The Commnist League strongly condemns the announcement by the Government
regarding Bonus to the Railway workers. This agreemont is not- the vietory for the
Railway workers.It links Bonus woth productivity and does not regard Bonus as deffered

wage.The agreement negates/nmullifjes the right of workers to get Bonus as deffered wage
and to claim a minimum of 8,33 $ Bonus which was won after hard fought struggles,

Moreover the Railway workers mnst show atleast the same performance as the base year
77 - 78 to claim Bonus, Now this was the year of highest performance, If in any year
the performance falls below 90 % of the base year,there will be no Bonus, Shortfalls
in performance resulting from cyclones,floods or any other natural causes would not
be accepted as an alibi, The Railway workers will be compelled to make good their .
shortfalls during the rest of the years by extra efforts. This announcement was made
under constant threat of general strike by the Railway workers, Rajlway workers will
have to fightecontinuously, for delinking Bonus from productivity. Acceptance of thie
agreement by the recognised unions is to be condemned,

This agreement constitues one of the most brutal attempts to intensify exploftasi-
tion of workers. It also constitutes a frontal attack on the right of workers to
clair. Bonus as a deffered wage.

This is merely a taste for Indian-bourgeoisie to £ind out how it succeeds.I¥
allowed to go unchallenged this attack will cover all industries, The C.L. therefare
appeals to all working elass parties,trade unions to forge a united front on this
4ssue and fight for repeal of this agreement and for rdcognition and §pstorottian of

Bonus as a deffered wage.
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