HATIONAL WOMIN 'S CAUCU3 :D“&’ A ()Uzmla,, A'\Jw

JANUZRY 17 198" LONDON

This mailiry should be read out inal: branch meetings and brought to the
attention of all women comrades. This is the responsitility of the bhranch
organiser/committee.  Finaneing of attendonce st the nationsl gaucus showld
be treated like thzt for sll netionol fraciion meetings etc. Pooled fare
will ovperate. '

This notional caucus has taen called by the women's commission to Aiscuss the
irterration of wemear in*e the oranisstion since the last IMG conference. Ve
hope that on the hasis of the Aiscussion an® experience ef the orranisction
over the last eighteen menthe will enatie us to bring farward further proposals
on ony special measures/fd?ﬁgét the particulsr needs of wemen comrades. All
individual cecmrondes, vomen s csuzuses or branches are invited to submit written
contributions for ths ~isCussion. Howerer hecause of the rrstrctio-= nlaced
on us bty our limited rascuces these shcul” be short and sent ip hy the first
veekend in “anuary ie received in the centre on or before 5th January.

We had hoped te hol” the nati nel esucus ~utsife.London but this proved impossible.
..The exact venue vill he announced lster viroush Naticonel Briefings. The follrving
- dey will be & NAC fractien alsc in Lenden, o '

In erder for crmrades to prepare for the discussion we have prepared the follewing
fuidelines for the area of Afiscussiens :

i. Contact werk end reruitment: dc we discuss cur positions en wemen's liberaticn
.with a1l contacts? dc we ensure we invelve contacts frem the wlm in other political
‘ebates and activities] have we had & specific “rive tc recruit wemen from bhr
verk in the cbheitien campaign? do we ensure wemen comrades are at a8ll contact

an® recruitmeat mcetines?

ii., Educotion: how is education orreniscd in the branch? are therc candidate
members e ucaticnals? vhat fermnt is uded fer educatirnels? dees it succed in
invelving 11 ~des- A comr-des foel they henefit from formal educationals?

iii, Political rusponsihility and lea?ers”' p bedies? dees the brancy have a
conscious policy of pesitive discrinineticn towards wemen cdes? de you feel this
has been successful? hLave women scorades beccme branch leaders through leading
women's liberation werk only? vhat areas of respensibility Ac women comrades haye
in your hronch? is there a problem ef 'ghettecization' for wemen edes into women s

liveratiern work?
™ ! =
ive. Women's coucuses?® have there been wrmen s cecucuses. in ycur branch? how useful

do ycu feel they have heem? have remortbocks been dicessed by the branch and branch
conmittee? what pr-posals have been mae frem these fiscussions?

v. Sltuetiem #f v-men cdes in the IMG: what Ac y-u feel sre the outstanding
7roblems we should diseuss? is it vessible: t~ define this or is it n mere
suhtle questicn cf satmesphere, style etc of cfes in prlitical Aehates? Do you
fell the branch (or cther unit) is sunncrtive en? ccllective? if nct has this
been Adistussed? how can we change it?

vi, ChilAcare: Is this & prcblem fer mmy ccmrades in y-ur branch? Whot discusssicn
has there heen cn it ond what prepesale hsve be n ad pted? D you repularly
orgenise ereches (or cther frrms of childcare) frr internal and/or external events?
Vhe takes respensibility fer Acing this? If it has not been discussed why nct?

We hepe thaot crndideration of these questi ns will ensble us tc have an overall
:pictiare of the sitvisiin in the crganisatiom,

Apologies for t© oprevious postnonements of the naticnal caucus. These were
caused by circumstances beyond our controe. - dle the Scettish trales unicn conference
on ahcrticn was arranged for Dec lst and +ie North west eme for December 15+h!
Harlow for Virmen's Coraissirn

3.X11.79



For Comrades responsiblé for Work on Womens Oppression(0r Barnch Organisers;
We are sending out this questiénaie to atfempt‘to get together some picture

of. the state'nf the Wbmehs Movement and tha IMGs participation in 1t We way not
have asked questlons Which are relevant to whats- golng on in your area,ln which
case please give what information you think is useful. If your branch’ didnt ;
attend the recent Abortion Fraction give details of this area of work,otherw1se
we will assume we have a local report already.

Please’ send the completed report to Harlowe at the centre BEFORE XMAS

Is the womens movemnt--centralised is your particular area?Is there a womens centre?
Regular forums?

How do 'the majority of active feminists define themselves?(Soc Fem,Revolutionary
feminists,radical feminists,nothing in particular?)'

What political campaigns have feminists been involved in since the summer?
'Are there particular groups_around specific issues?Which?

Is there a local lesbain group?How does it see its realtionship with the "WLM?
Gay Movement?

‘Are socialist feminist organiscd locally?How?Wht differentiates them from rest
of. -WLM?

Are Women particuia:ly active in local TUs?Through what structures?What issues
are .they particularly concerned with?

Are women particularly active in local LP?Through what structures?Around what
issuwa?

How does the IMG rclate to all this?What groups do comrades particpate in?

What are our specific local pérspectives?

DeeEchevbranch/BarKEh Commitie take reguiar discuéSions on this?

.poncoﬁrades feel there is.&ﬁ adequate f}ow of infofmation‘to and from the centre
about all this?What can we do about 1t?

(Mea culpa,Ive just realised Ive left out students and youth-ppaesd inscrt

at obvious place)

PLEASE PLEASE PLAESE'FILL THIS IN NOW AND SEND IT BACK TO US SO WE CAN PREPARE
CONFERENCE DOCUMENT THAT REALLY REFLECTS NATIONAL SITAUTION NOT JUST LONDON.



