hotler rivi USec buresl . SeCtiOms .o weoas  dwaep ociscii o

%p: Situstion in the Yourd: fa.ui-s:*innal

We are sending you, enclosed herewith, a set v 2-documents on recent—developnents
in the International aund our eeletions with t:z Bolshevik Fmction, Leninist-Trotsky-
ist Tendency and the OCRFI.

Extrenely serious events have occured., ‘i:ey smount to a declaraticn of split
by the leadershin of the BF and LTT, in coord’ 'ation with the OCI, Ekench sffiliate
cf the OCRFI.

On the evening of Sundey, 28 Octcber, th( OCI and the Bolshevik Faction form-
glly adopted a "Draft Declaratior" wihich the LTT {(wvhose international steering
ccnnittee was meeting over “he weexend) acd decided tc andorse. This draft wes to
be precsented on Mencay, 29 .ctober, to the meetinz of the OCRFI Internetional
Bureasu in Paris. The draf. encunts’ tc & violent declaration of split.

_ The draft ststes that the"USec" (i.s. tae Fourth Internationel) is going
through an "unprece douted crisis", the extensicn of the crisés that are seid to
have sheken our ncvemert cver since "revigiozisn” was "installed” in the "leadership
of. the Fourth International' in 1851-53. Ii Cenounces the "liqeidation‘st" course
20l owed by the USec on. the questédon of Ni -aragua. The resolutions adopted by the
USec at its last meeting are scid to imply'tik> “liguidetion of any organisation
claining to represent the Fcurth Interaaticcal end its propramme. It calls for
rerression agninst such organisaticns and azeinst all wcrker militants who try to
enccurage Indepecadent struggles by the werkizpg class...." "All is perfectly clear"
the statement adds. "The USec majority is calling for repression...."

After the OCI and the LTT adotp in tueir draft the provisions of the statement
on Niceragua subzitted by Morzno to the lart USec meeting, after denouncimg the
"Castroign'" of the SVr leadershin and the " .over-up" that "Hendel" agrees. to give
it, efter defiring revicisnism in the FI as "capitulation in the final anylysis
to the Stalinist bureasucrecy as the central :xuis of the worldwide apparatus of
counterrefolution....”" the "Z-n®f¢" calls for the helidnz of an international-
"conference" "to digscusgs and respoul to thosce problems with the goel of unifying
or reconstructing on e principlecd basis the ¢ tire world Trotskyist movenent as
it hes been defined above'"(euphasis acded).

The "Craft" earlier cells on "all organi-itions claiming to represent the FI
enZ 1ts. progran, meihod, and the bases on whi h it was founded inh 1938 to create
the oonditions for & real, rrofound discussic . It is only in this way that we
can define which teadencies anc positions. ar- vevisionist anc¢ thus incomratible with

_membership in. the Fcourth Inteanstioncl, and v ich ones defend the principles end
should be the hesis for reorganising the Fouru International". Finally, it should
be pointed ouy¢ that this drafi{ explicitly states that "the OCRFI, .the Bolshevik
Faction and the Leninist-T:5tskyist Tendency Jointlz call” (emphasis added) for
this international confercunce and ¥cr all three to form & "parity commission'.
Moreover, this "crafi"” hes elready been for:nily adopted by the leadership of the
BF cond LTIT.

The three representeiives of the LTT in Britein dissociatec themselves from
this decision, denoundinr ite spiittist char~cter (see their statements in the
enclosed decuments).

It is unlikely that the ranks of thc ITT were informecd of what washerpening
(the local congresses of the Fremch LCR tock place without incident this weekend).
All the same, the decisicn hecd bemn in the worke for gome time, The congress of
the Colorhian PST was publicliy postponecd sore time ago until December because, as
the PST explained. there would be no congress of the FI in Novemder, but there
would be a genuine congress of the world Trotskyist movement later on.

In Portugal, the DBF refused to recognire the decisions of the congress cf the
section that wes held this weekend.

The United Secrete-iat Burecau had mede its rositon on relations between the
USec anc the OCRFI leaders:kip Wery clear. i particular, the Bureau explained that
it would not agree to the 2CRFI or OCI deali.pg directly with the BF and LTT over
the heads of the repuler structires of theFI, mor would it agree tc these two
grourings being given a direct - _nvitation > uttend the conference that the OCRFI
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is holding et this moment in Peris. 8Such an attitude on the part of the OCRFI, we
emphesised, would completcly cheange the kil of relations we could have with them
(see the October 11 lette: fronm the Bureav to the OCRFI).:

Ve learned on Sunday evening that tie BF anc LTT had, in fact, been invited
as such. Uncer these oonditions, we sent only o silent cbserver to their mmeting.

This Monday mcrning, it turned outi thac the OCRFI International Bureau had in
fact met in the last few days. Meorenc for -he TF and Neno forthe LTT took the
floor in the ueeting on Monday morning to s-.ppprt the formetions of a "parity
cormission" to "exrdl revisdonism from the Trotskyist movement' (mcrenc) and to
cdenounce & !'situaticn of ineviteble s;li:" (Neczo) as well as to call for an
"internaticnel confereance of the werld Troiskyist movement". _

£ statement tc that effect yas Jointl acdopted by the ACRFI, RF, and LTT,
Borgueil, the USec observer &t the OCRFI Curecu meetirg, refused to participate
in these "discussions". Ec info:ziied the OCii.I taat the Buream of the United Sec-
retariat would propoce thai tne OCRF1 ao louger be jnvited to ottend the Eleventh
World Congress siuce its policy =o' a direct attack on the organisutional integrity
of our movement (the USec Buresu had previov:iy cecidd¢ to take this position in
the event ofuch a sitionticn sirould occur).

Shortly afterward, Lambert declared the .ainth session of the OCRFI International
Bureau closed.

This. circular ie to iaform you as fast <3 possible of these latest developments,
which are very grave. We will discuss after arc sll cf the decisions that will
have to be tasken inconnection withthe new it¢ uation in our movement, which we will
then infrom you of.

Fraternally,
Roman, for: the Unitec Secretariat Pureau, 29/10/79.

Resnlution to LTT Intern:tiopal Steering Committee by Strawson and supportec by
icvi and Sinpcleir

1. The declaration proposed by Comrade Morecno, to be adopted by the OCRFI, the OCI,
the BF, and the LTT, constitutes a splitting act, an act aimed at destroying the FI.
This declaration, and the course propose?. must be denouncec by all militants and
leadere of the FI.

2. The postions of the LTT, its platfomr ::d method of strugele, stand in contra-
diction to this declaraiion. All comradesr of the LTT must place loyalty to the

FI, our World Party, above.any tebdency co.sideration, and must rally to the cdefence
"of the FI.

3. Even at thds lete stage thc LTT appeals *c the corurades of the Dolshevik Faction
t o pull back from this course- to teic theix rizhtful place in the ranks of the
Fl--to defend their legitimctez politicel po:  ticms- to attend the World Congress-
to callaborate at the leadership level with other leacders of the FI-; and to fight
with us and sllmilitants to build the FI. )

28/10/79 ..

(The statement by the British delegation to the LIT Steering Committee meeting
is on the appendec sheet) '



Circuler froom the Dureau of the United Secre~arict to 211 Sections &nc Cymnathisin‘:
fectichs of the Fourth Internatiornal, 30/10/77,

Yesterday, the Lureau sent you Cocumentation -2 the decsions tsaken by the leader-
ships of the Ilolshevik Faction, the Leninis? rotskyist Tendency, and the Crranising
Comunittee for the 7econstructicn of the Feur:ia Internstional on or-nn- (ctcher. 1In.
face of these decigions, the Urniteld Secretrriot Zureeu notes the fellowing:

1, Ve are faced with an o:7icus and rrelared etten~t Ly leacers of the l.olshevik
Fection and the Leninist “rotskvist Tendency, ecting ir ccllakcoration with the

CC:FI, to destroy tiae Fourth Internztional, ivs secticams, and its pccuniulcted cacres.
LGV1n" abanconed the atten-t to win the militants of the Fourth Interantionzl to
their views by means of Gwoceratic Ciscussion, the leaders of the Dolshevil Facticon
and the Leninist Troskyst Tendency ccmlicit in this act .are now attemntir: to
Cestrcy "those Trotskyist orranisctiors wi:ich disagree with their political line.

2. This act cf leaders of the Iolshevik Taciion and the LTT, torether with the
OCEFI was prepared durinr the precéedin;; veeks. The camrai~n beran with the acts
of slonder and imnlicit tareats of violence carried ‘out by nenbers of the PST of
Colonbia azaimst. nilitents of the Fourth Internationul in the PSR, On 3 Octoter,
¥:.ropo, Nemo, and other leaders of the Lolshevik Fection and the LTT onenly violated
the discipline and inteprity of the Frenc: sectica anc the Fourtih IHternational by
ta:in rert in o meeting with the leacdershi of the QCRFI.

This was fclowed by trips conducied Ly T loaders to various countries in Eurone
ottenntiny to weaken or destroy secticns o the Fourth International. Thus,
according to the. liiG leacdershiz, Conrade Horeno nmude trips to Britain in which he
incite¢ nembers of the INC to committ disloyal acts, tc nrenarc to break with the
section, and urced zn orranisation outside ¢: the Fourth International, ‘the
Workers Sccialist Leagzue, to rarticipate in on attennt to sj;plit the FI. 211 this
was carried out behind the backs of the Drit.sh secticn leadershiy.

Hembers. o©of the Tolshevik Faction in the Pcltusuese section have announced their
refusal to -recognise the congress of the sec ion. In Italy, nembers of the &F
bkave issued leaflects nublicly attacking the section and attemrted to disrunt
public meetinrs of the GCI;

This splittinc operation of the UF lenderships was carried out in colls aboration with

2 section of the leaders of the LTT.  This neo:t of the LTT leondershii established
relations with an orgonistion outsice of ancd hostile to tue Fourth Internationel,
tue "Liza Conmuniste" of Srain. These LTTlleaders'urged LTT nembors. invarious: count-
ries, includins Britair ond Fonce, to Wiointe the discipline of the national 'sections
and of the Fourth International. This activity culninateC at the inational Stéering
Comzittee meetins of the LTT, held on 27-23 Cctoter which adonted the "Draft
Declaration" that was sent to you yesterdcy. lMembers of the French, selgian,

Danich and Fortuguese sections ct tnis mzoting voted to vidlate the discipline of .

- their organisaitons and tc snlit the Fourhth International. The nritishi LTT rejected
the split and remains loyal to the FI,

3. To judge the chnracter_of these sriittin~ operetions nore clearly they shoulcd be
placed in the context cf the re-World Couzress discussion that hes been taling
rlace in the Fourth International.

The date and concditions for oroparinr the Wc:ld Conrress in o denceratic rtanner
were arreed to by theentire Untted Secretariat, includine renresentatives cf the
Zolshevil: Faction and the LTT. The United Secretariat has acherec to these dec-
isions.  On the request of the 5F, the tine iinit wes extended for subnission cf
docurents by the Faction. * All the dochnents 3ubmitted within this tine linit were
rrintec in the three lancuzies, rroducim: or - of the largest nre-Vorld Conrrees
discussions in the history of the Fourth Int rnational.  Representatives of the CF

and
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ard the LTT were able to present their positions at naticnal ¢onpresses of all
the orgonisictions wiiere they have supmortess and even thcose where they had no
surrorters,

The charpe that the corire werld conrress has been rrerares in sn undenccratic way
is thus patently false.

4. The victory of the Nicaraguan nesses, leoi by the FSLN, in overturning the
Somoza dictatcriusip has iade it necessayy to add & new noint ¢f discussiorn on the
World Congress arencn. In face of & revolution in prorress, it is obvicusly nece-
ssary for. the Fourth Intercteticnal to react auickly in order to be able to rart-
icipate in this »roccss.

because of the.closencess ¢of tiiis revolutiorn to the Verld Conrress it was not
reosslible  to. conduct a written discussipn on Yicesrarun on the sane scale as the rest
of the rre-Worle Ccncress ¢iscussion. Hoviev. r, a full discussion was aeld cn
Nicaragua at the. 26 Sentember- £ October United Secretariat meeting, at which the
LTT and the OF could have ,ropcsed counterresolutions to tﬁe drast rronesed by the
United Secretariet Zurecu. Such counterrresolutions could then have been prrcposed
tc the Vorlc Congress. The F and the LTT Cic not do so. lioreover, -they. vol-
auntarily absentcc tnemselves fron the seesions of the United Secretarinat in which
ﬂicargjua_was_u1scusse(.

The froudulent character of the clzinm of the TF anc LTT leacdershins that a real
discussion on Nicaragua wiuld net teka nlnce is further rcvealec by the cdiscussinns
and votes ‘that have clreacy teken ploce ir the sections. The national congresses
that tock: nlace after the United Secretariat neeting (for exarnle in Gweden,
Dritein, Brance, Portusel, DEmnmarl:, and dustria) were hble tc dis scuss the United
Secretariat resolution an¢ to cénsdier.an: otaer nositions put forward for a vote
by the delecates ‘to tose congresses.

5. The ceneroric clain by the IF end ITT lceadershirns that heldinr the conrress on
the arreed-uen dates is desirned to stifi:. discussior on lNicarerua and sintly
carry out amcduinistrative discirlbnary neasvres is untenablc on tec accounts.

First, the UniteC Secreatiet has alreacy cecidec to nropose tc the ¥Worle Congress
thet the discussion on Nicarapua shoulc continue after the €onpress. This is nec-
essary nct only from the ;:cint of viewof our internal needs, but atove nll because cf
the unfolding of the revolution itself,

Secondly, the United Secretariat has explici:vly nroposed to the Vorld Congress the
consicération cf discizlinary action only egzinst the behavious of the Sclshevik
Faction as an interantional public faction, iadepencdently frcom their particular
political 1ire on Niecaragua. The notion adpted by the United Secreataiat -exnlaeinec that
that the pubtlic interventicn of the LF in Nic-rasus was a "quklitative nev stege"
in the putlic faction operaticn of thae ¥, ir which they "placed the discipline of
their facticn above that cf the Fourth Interantionzl, in the nidst of an unfolding
revolution”. ' What made this escalation of their flauntinr. of denocratic centralisr
particularly grave was the fact thct it occurmed insuch a way as to discrecdit the
Interantionnl in face of & living revolution and hinder the Interantiona's cbility
to relate to thiot revolution and to its nnst rilitant participants apd leaders.

The notions of the Unitec Secretariat regardins molitical activity of su-porters cf
the Interagtional in Central Auerica and re~arding Fausto Anacdor are of a different ch
character. Sfince in these countries, as the regolution exnlains, "there is no
section or sympthising orcanisaticn ®ecopriscd by 'a World ConzZress of the Fourth
Internaticnzl", there can, ‘therefore, Le no cuesion of adiministrative or disciplinary
reasures by the VWorld Conrress; there exist no formally recogniged orgnnlsations

or nembers of the International in those conntries arainst which such "easures

could be taken. The United Secretariat Cecides that gll suprorters of the TI in
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those countries shoul¢ act incollavoration with the elected leadershin bodies of
thic Interantioncl and on its line. There is also no question of khe International
leadership atteupting tc impose "instructicns! on recognized sections or
sympathising orgenisations, since such orzarisations dec not exist..

The functioiing of the Jolshevik Fection as a nublic faction éie¢ nct berin with'
the Nicarsguan revolution. -Reports and tccuments of the OF . itself have made cleer
that his factiorn has Zts own internationai apparatus, finances, internal bLulletins,
etc., enc acts outside of any colleleratior with te leading bodies of the
Internatioral to send cadres to various countries, maintain realtions with organ-
isctions outside of ti: FI, and .orry out splitting operations iz vaorious sections.

The Unitec Secreteriat has condomned thi functioning in the npast, for example in
the motion concerning Colormbiz adonted at tii: Jonuary 1878 Urnited Secretariat meet-
iry, which conclucded: "Thus, the ton leaders...p of this international faction bears
resnhonsibility for theacute crisis of the Coloubian PFT." The methods cof the OF
were further cocumented in the contribution Lty United Secretariat manber Fuzo Llancu,
"To the Latin imerican Comrades: Notes on thc¢ Bolshevik Tendency".

The operation of the Simon Boliver 3rigade oniy constituted a new escalation of these
kinds of methods, contrary to the spirét and letter of the statues of the Internat-
ional, which have been condenned by the United Secretariat inthe past. The last
United fecretariat ‘meeting simnly deciced that if these methods arccontinued, it

will rrorcse to the Vorld Congress that the declared lecdershin of the LF be expiiedc
fronm the FI. If they accest the application of the statutes apd the World Conzress
G=zcisions, they are imvitel - as they have been rmany tines befcre - te particgrate
fully in all the leadingz Ludies of the International pronorticnal to their strength
end will of course have the right to paintinn a tendency or faction an” to ficht
insidc the International to reverse the World Conrress decisions with which they
cisapree, includinz on Nicaragues.

€. The DF, LTT and the CZRFI try tc cover their ardittinz move by charsing thot

the United Secretarist has taken a "liquicstionist" course, This charce is not new
frorm tie CCRFI anc cther currernts that have refusec¢ to jein in thebuilcing of ths
Fourth Interntaionnl. However, this unposed "liguidation" has somehow resultec i
2 siznificant growth in the ponberhin, cadigs, and nunber of sections of the

Tourth Internaticncl over the past cdecade. It has resulted in the briningin
together of the overwhelming najority of Trotskyists in the world, and no - supposec
"reconstruction” of thc FI can take place ouiside it.

Centrary to the PF and LIT ceireopy and lies, the @ifferences that have arisen in
the Interanional over suchk questicns as characterisationof_the political situcticn
in Ricararua, the role of the Nicaraguan fovernment, and the nature of the FELN do
nét reflect eny "liquidation of the prograr i the Internstional". Thege are the
tyre cf differences that gormally develep in ~ democrotic centrolist International
in the course of a developiny revclution. Mcreover, it is a lie that the United
Secreteriat sunpcrted the expulison of the Sirnon Zolviar Lrigade fron Nicaragua.
In fact, at its Sentesher 1972 sessicn, -the vuited Secretariat criticised that
exrulsion.

7. The only fundanental promparmatic cifference rovealed in the declarations of the
LF, LTT and OCKFI concerns the neecessity of building 2 revolutiorary internationa1
basecd on cemocratic centralisn; that is, the need to build gimultaneously and-
jointly both national revolutionary parties and the World Party of Socialist
Revolution, not at some future moment, but here. and now. This is a centre-piece
of the progranme of the Fourth Internatiaoni which flows uncvoidably from the very
nature of the class strugglie uncer imverialism and. the theory of rermnrent )
revolution, anc which cazn only be abandaned at the mrice of withdrawing into
"national-Trotskyism", & grotessue version cZ "national-communism".
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The LTT, BF and OCRFI ‘propose to substitute « "discussion conference” for partici-
pation in the World Congress. To deny the nec»ssity for a decision-making World
Congress - which combines the broadest freed n of discussion, including the right

to form tendencies and factions, with the adcolton ofdecisions binding on the fmem-
bership and theele ction of & leadership to “.ad the International foward in
action ; meeea. to.dissolve the organistion. :* means to proclaim before the workers1
movement that.the ctoncept of buildlng the Fourth International is bankrupt er ~— ° '
must be put off to the indeifinite future. This false view, .and the -splittest move
by the BF .and LTT,:.are the real expréssions of the liquidationist and cadre- ;
destroying dangers faced ty the Interantional today.

6. Despite all their politicel differences and different origins, the BF, .LTT and -
OCRFI have united in cppccsiton to the Fourth Intermeaétional because, for different
Feasons, they eannot stard the constraints eof functioning in a reel international _
organisation. The motivation for thsi cummun refusal is confused, but comes through -
clearly in their common Declaretion. It is kased on the desire of each component

of the bloc to reamin "mestar of its -own house”, imposing severe restrctions on
internnal democracy which would be impossible inside a& world party that defended the
elementary democratic rights of minoritizs. This conception substitutes the spirit
and methods of-a faction or sect fer the task of building real revolutionary parties
No solid orgenisation can be built on such a basis. The BF/LTT/OCRFI "regroupment” =
cannot last becaus it lacks an organisational framework corresponding to our prograi:
and traditions. This lack of a political hasis is reflected in the fact that -
neither the LTT nor the BF have put forward any alternative general pelitical orient-
ation for the Fourth Internationel. This unprincipled behaviour is going tc demor-
alise and destroy hundreds of militants and cadres.

8. The United Secretaiat dpensd discussions with the OCRFI after that organisation
affiemed that it considersd the Fourth Inter-=ticnal as & whola to be a revoiutionary
orgenisation, that it considered the diseussicn could take place on the basis of .
the preparatory texts for the coming World Ccigress, and that the aim of the dsscuss-
ionwould be the regroupment of 211 members o7 the two orgaisations in a signle
Internationel besed on democratic dedtralism What occureed was a publicly expresssd
change of position by the CCRFI from its previous attitufie of hostility towards the
FI, which it saw as-an "obstacle” on the roec to "reconstruction” of the Internation-
al, an "obstacle” that had to bs destroyed. We did not make a judgement op the
sincerity of this change cof postion cr on whether it represented & manceuvre. We
simply reacted politically, within the framework of our general orientation in

favour cf - the unific2tion of all revolutionary Marxistist inside the Foworth
Intprnational. This is the context in which the invitation of the OCRFI to the

World Congress must be seen.

The situation has ggain chonged with the fo:maticn of the "Part% Commission™
between the OCRFI, the BF and the LTT with the contect of the "Draft Declartion”
of the threee groups, and the withthe various manoeuvres carried out in preparation
of this move over the past few wesks, which fncluded making contact end cerrying
out activities on the part of the OCRFI witi currents in the Fourth Intemnational
cutisde the framewrok pf the sections. Such activity is in contradictiion with,
recognition of the Fourth Intenraticnal as a revolutionary organisaticn. These
recent developments show that the BCRFI has again made a turn towerd an attempt to
destroy the Feruth Intemnetional, not to unify with the Foruth International.
Under these conditions an invitation to the OCRFI to attend the World Congress
would serve no purpose.

The OCRFI, BF end LTT ere aiming tc split the Fourth International over conjunctural
differences. For this reason alone, their spliiting menceuvre is unprincipled and
criminal. The World Congress and the leader-hip khat will be elected by it will
take the necessary measures to continue our -pliticel offensive toward cther organ-
isstions claiming to be Tortskyist with a viiu to defending our programme, purauing
our ientation of seeking the basis for fusic.s with cther forces moving in a
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revclutionary direction, =and testing the prlitical and orgenisticnal cenditions for
echieving unification witn all Trotskyist groups within the Foruth Inturnatloaal
based on democratic centralism.

10. Therefore, the date of the World Congrres is mzintained. as decided by the
United Secretariat of September 23-October 4. The Bureau confirms that all
sections and sympathising crganisations shculd send their delegates as planned.

The Bureau will propcse to the United Sec.eteriat and the World Congress that cnly
those crganisations that reccgnise the le;itimacy of the congress end its decisions
should be accepted a&s belenging teo the Foruth Interneticnel. The Werld Congress
will be able to take any measures necessary to defend the integrity of the Intern-
ational and to assure its exparcicn. The scoticns and sympeathising orgznisaticns
will likewise be able tc takes whaizver measurcs mecesaary tc defend their own
integrity.

United Secreteriat Bureau,
October 30, 1379,

.c
STATEMENT FROM LEVI, SINCLAIR & STRAWSON *29.0CT. 78

The majority of the members of the LTT Steering Ctte this weekend {Oct.28),
decided to issue a joint epreal with the Bolshevik Faction and Organising Ctte
for the Reconstruction of t:z FI calling for an open conference of all organisations
claiming to adhere to the Trotskyist Program, with the aim of fighting revisionism
and "recomposing” the trotsayist movement.

Tc issue such an appeal ir to say that the FI as presently organised, its sections,
its World Congress, its IEC, and its secretariat are dead from thp 501nt of view
of the worlc revolution. Thcre can be nc othrer meaning—for such an
It is e spiitting act. ) )

The declaration of the L7T states and t' = S*zering Committes earlier voted that
all members of the LTT must be lcval memzere <-° the FI, We stencd by this ceclaration.
The International is not deac from tho poirt oF view of the world revolution.

To split the FI, to issue such an appeal, == cecided by the majority of members of
the Steerlng Committe=, is therefore an un-rincipledand criminally irresponsible

spli
We. British members of the LTT Steeilng ,itge%ﬁ cgndgmn this course of
action. It is a break with the principles~c” Ric & wendency .. formed. We

appeal to all members of the FI adhering tc :he LTT to stand by the daclaration
of the LTT, to remain loyal members of the Fi, to repudiate the proposed Appeal.
The fight continues within the FI. With the FI. within the FI, our pclitics can
win. Gutside of it there is no future.

(we can be contacted at: FC Box 57, London N1; sr tel. Mike- 359-8371)



