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Joliticael Committee

_ A
ecr Comrades,

Ineiosed 1s riwtericl. erteinig to rogosition 200 to
a..ecr on tiae ’‘hoenix municipal ballot on Nove b of tris
year. Tnis 1ro osition is the most debated item in the
elections. The local cam aign we are running was not
originedily .lanning to pay much attention to t.is, or any
other ballot issue as we had conceived of a rather low-
key camiaign sheaking entirely to the labor ‘arty issue
with wheatever  ress time we might have gotten. However,
as you xnow, the mayor's race has sha ed up differently
than ex_.ected witn only the SWP? challenging the encumbzant.

Taerefore, vie are having to get more involved in the local
issues. We should have sent this information to you earlier
for your reccommendation on our position on ro-. #200.

NMow we find ourselves in a very tight time crunch withn

tl.e election only a couple of weeks away.

The _.ro osition addresses itself to transportation. Al-
ready existing and scheduled for im lementation is the
Jane,0 Freeway .lan. Basically, it »rovides for com le-
tion of the national freeway system into and through the
weist side of tne city. We, or course, are not op osed to
tnis cgmoletion as it does two t.ings. One, it makes inter-
state travel more convenient. Two, it provides for e sier
cross—-town commating for srowin FTworsing-class residents

in thaet sert of town. Tais plan will o into effect if

rop. #200 loses.

Tassage of the ballot item, called the Grid ~-lan, will
accomolisk: basically t:e following. It will substitute
widened major streets across town for the freeway system.
Also, 1t will .rovide for the .urchase of additional city
buses. Presently, there are less than 250 buses on the
road, making the bus system & useless for the vast majority
of people. for tihis latter reason, many working »eople
sugport tie Grid Flan. However, it does not provide for
the personnel for maintaining an increased hus system.
Therefore, we assume that a higher tax will ensue to imple-
ment an increase is the number of buses.

While we have tried to analysis the question of hi sher

taxes as the bottom line on these two nlans, we have not
been ahle to determine whichk, if any, would actually include
a tax hike. Both rely on federal funding. The Freeway
veople suy federal funds have already been eurmarked for

tiie freeway; completion and cannot be apslied to the irid
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?lan. Tne 5Grid ?lan _.roponents say the same funds can
he used for street improvements and mass transit. We
haven't the facilities to determine which is correct.

Our josition, wi:icl: is asked on almost every campaign
occasion, 1is that neither »>lan answers the needs of work-
ing peocle in rhoenix. Both leave it completely up to

the individual to provide the transportstion. We are
focusing on tne fact that inflation makes car up-kee.
increusin 1y difficult, that tune rulin: class snounld
provide and pay for an extensive mass trans,ortation sys-
tem, wnG tinat wriers should abstein on tiis vote. e
guallfy ti.isc [ osition by =2iding tnut we don't op ose
hignway com . letion nor wider stircets, but prefer to suveak
instead to the real problem of transportation. In siort,
we feel that neither plan goes far enouzh.

It is unfortunate that we neglected tc seek your concurrence
sooner. Ho,efully, the 7.C. can give this question rapid
consideration.

By the way, the official position of the Central Arizona
Lahor Council is in favor of the freeway .lan wit: no

reason hein ;. ziven. PRBotrn p2lans provide jobs.
. - &L
NMeese advise us of your o inion. I c.: he re cned at

aome (002) 252-7591 andé Dan f'ien, our mayoral czndidate
can be reacred at (602) 243-3481. Both of us are fre-
quently at tne bookstore.

Comredely,

% Mé/}’zb Jéa*/é%

Caroline Fowlkes
Phoenix Organizer



