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UNITED SECRETARIAT MEETING
September 29-October 4, 1979

PRESENT: Adair, Aubin, Brewster, Capa, Claudio, Duret, Fourier, Frej,
Galois, Georges, Ghulam, Jones, Manuel, Marcel, Marline, Melan,
Otto(KﬂF), Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Walter

JEC PRESENT: Alfonso; Abmad, Karl(ILMR), Marcela, Mario, Nemo, Otté(PSR),
Peterson, Segur, Thinville

CONTROL COMMISSION: Lars

GUESTS: Allio, Amador (for points omn Nicaragua), Azar, Banner, Bernard,
Biggs, Bijan, Bourgueil, Cannon, Dario, Dundee, Eduardo, EiahQT(for
Iran point), Ellis, Franco, Gabriel, Hojabr, Holden, Inglefield,

Janne, Jorge, Maria, Marlowe, Ollivier, Pedro, Phil, Theo

AGENDA:

1. Attendance at United Secretariat meeting (closed session of
United Secretariat and Bureau members only)

2. Security Commission

3. Brazil

4, Socialist Democracy and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

5. Nicaragua

6. Simon Bolivar Brigade

7. Reports on world congress resolutions

8. World congress invitations

9. Iran

10. Bolshevik Faction

11, Bureau reports

Chairpersons: Stateman, Therese, Bourgueil, Aubin, Allio

1. Attendance at United Secretariat meeting

Motion by Susan for the Bureau:

That the meeting be open only to United Secretariat and IEC members
and delegations from leaderships of sections or sympathizing organizati-
that there be no special provision for attendance by representatives o:
vendencies or factions, given that the LTT and Bolshevik Faction will be
assured representation in the framework of the above categories, " This
would mean that comrades Jerome and Ulysses are not invited. Comrade
Dario of the LSR of Italy should be invited, as requested by the Italian
section, which is conducting fusion discussions with the LSR.

Motion b; Capa: That all leaders of international tendencies and fac-
ons who are in a position to attend should be invited.
Vote on above motions:

For Capa motion: Capa, Manuel
For Susan motion: Adai:,-Alfonso, Allio, Bourgueil, Claudio, Dundee, Jons2
Mercel, Maria, Peterson, Riel, Roman, Steteman, Susan, Walter

Abstentions: Frej, Otto (EAF), Rudi
FNot Voting: none
Susan motion CARRIED

Motion by Stateman for the Bureau: That Comrade Amador should be ipvi.
To the points on Nicaragua, both as a leader of the Costa Rican OST

which will be directly affected by motions adopted on Nicaragua, and be-

-
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cause the Bureau plans to propose a special motion concerning Comrade
Amador himself under the points on Nicaragua.

Motion by Claudio: That Fausto Amador should not be invited to any part
of the meeting. ‘

Motion by Jones: That Comrade Amador be invited to the entire meeting.

Vote on Claudio motion:

For: Claudio, Otto(KAF), Peterson, Rudi, Walter
Against: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Bourgueil, Dundee, Frej, Jones, Manuel,

Marcel, Maria, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan
Abstentions: Capa
Not Voting: none

DEFEATED
Statement by Claudio: I consider it a scandal that the United Secretar-

iat should discuss the problem of Nicaragua with a person who cannot

go back to his country since he is considered a deserter by those who
led the fight for the overthrow of the dictatorship. The decisions con-
cerning him.can be communicated to him by a delegate of the United

Secretariat,

Vote on Jones motion:

For: Capa, Jones, Manuel, Riel, Susan

Egainst: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Bourgueil, Dundee, Frej, Marcel, Maria,
eterson, Roman, Rudi, walter :

Abstentions: Stateman

Not Voting: none
DEFEATED

Vote on Stateman motion:
For: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Bourgueil, Dundee, Frej, Jones, Marcel,
Maria, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan

Against: Claudio, Peterson, Rudi, Walter
Kﬁsienfions:-Capa , Manuel

Not Voting: none ‘
CARRTED

Motion by Cspa: To reconsider the question of inviting Ulysses to the

meeting.

o ' DEFEATED

(end of closed session)

Motion by Capa: That Comrade Antonio be allowed to attend the meeting
unti omrade Gabriel from the delegation of the FRT of Portugal arrive-.

Vote on above motion:

For: Alfonso, Capa, Riel

9.1 ainstt-Adair,ﬂAllio,,Bpurguei;, Claudio, Dundee, Georges, Jones,
" Manuel, Marcel, Maria, Peterson,:Roman, Stateman, Susan

Abstentions: Frej, Ghulam, Marline, Otto(KAF), Rudi, Walter

Not QOEIQS: none .
DEFEATED

Motion by Nemo: To reconsider the question of inviting Ulysses to the
meeting. '
o DEFEATED
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lotion by Capa regarding Simon Bolivar Brigade (see later in minutes
for text ol this motidn%. '

Chair rules out of order, since point on Simon Bolivar Brigade comes
later on The agenda

Capa challenges ruling of the chair. .
CHALLENGE DEFEATED

Capa, Nemo walk out,

2. Security Commission

Stateman reported that the Bureau established a commissiqn'to deal wit’
a security problem, composed of Stateman, Duret, and Claudio,

Motion by Stateman: That a commission of the United Secretariat be est:
1ished to consider the problem, composed of the above three comrades

nlus Allio and Walter.

CARRIED

5. Brazil

Maria gave an informational report on political situation in Brazil
rollowing the trip by a United Secretariat delegation, as decided at
the last United Sec*etariat m2eting.

Discussion

4, Socialist Pemocracy and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat

Motion by Nemo:

Considering that tle dccument "Socialist Democracy and the Dicta-
torship of the Proletariat" (SDDP) has already been adopted by a previc
neeting of the Unlted Sscreteriat;

Considering that thlS do,ument has been broadly publicized and has
been presented in France as one of our basic programmatic positions
in the discussion with the OCRFI;

Considering that two irnternational tendencies (Bolshevik Faction
and the Leninist Trotskyist Tendency) have characterized this document
as containing serious elements of revision of our program;

Considering that since the vote in the United Secretariat members
of the "caucus" have presented profoundly different appreciations of
the validity of this docvment (comrades Walter and CameJjo);

\ Considerlng that the proposal of a new document on the same subject
without previous clarification of the status of the document already
adopted and- without any vote proceeding from the discussion of contra-
dictory positions that it has given nise to for two years would amount
to an administrative moneuver and an: unacceptable obstacle to a res-
ponsible and democratic discussion on this decisive question;

The United Secretariat decides that a preliminary vote should be
taken on the fate of the SDDP document that was previously adopted by
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“he United Secretariat and that only if it is rejected should the
discussion on a new document be opened up.

DEFEATED

Report bE Walter on amended draft of document on Socialist Democracy
and e Dictatorship of the Proletariat.

Report by Stateman on new alternative draft.

Discussion

riotion bg Walter: The United Secretariat approves the general line eof
e amende alt presented by Comrade Walter, which is in continuity

with the original draft adopted by the United Secretariat. A commissir
'will be set up to incorporate all amendments compatible with that
general line,

Motion by Stateman: To support the general line of the Stateman draft,

ote on motion by Walter:

Tor: Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Duret, Fourier, Frej,
Georges, Ghulami'Jones, Manuel, Marline, Otto(KAF), Peterson, Rie’
t

Roman, Rudi, Walter
Lzainst: Adair, Celso, Claudio, Dundee, Stateman, Susan, Therese,

»bstintions: Ahmad
no% Voting: Galois, Marcel

CARRIED .
(Vote of U Sec members is 15 for,
6 against, 2 not voting)

7ote on Stateman motion:

‘ior: Adair, Allio, Celso, Dundee, Galois, Rcman, Stateman, Susan,

"~ Therese
'gainst: Brewster, Claudio, Duret, Fourier, Ghulam, Jones, Peterson,

" Riel, Walter

‘;bstentions: Ahmad, Alfonso, Aubin, Bourgueil, Frej, Georges, Manuel,
Marline, Otto(KAF), Rudi "

Tot Voting: Marcel

DEFEATED

(Vote of U Sec members is 7 for,
8 against, 7 abstentions, 1 not
voting)

3tatement by Roman and Allio:

We voted for the general line of the two documents on socialist
Zemocracy presented to the United Secretariat. Since it is somewhat
unusual to vote in such a way, and since only a small number of comrades
4id so in this case, we wish to explain exactly why we did this, The

-in reasons for our votes are the following:

* Clear differences in general line were not apparent either from
< reading of the draft resolutions, or from listening to the introduc-
Sory reports, whatéver might be the differences in structure, emphasis,
suproach, or details (which obviously have a political meaning).

C* It is impossible to vote on the general line of documents on the
»28is of what one side or the other might imagine to be the debates
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i couk, Biddsn wotivea, or this or that {ndlvidus! invervanilon in de-
Tense of the docunentc prescated, VYobos can unly be determined on the
basis of the content of the propoced documents.

- * Moreover, the vote does not concern a choice of which document
is "better written," but the general line of each document. However,
there were many comrades who spoke & e United Secretariat meeting
to say that the documents d4id not appear to be contradictory. A vote
for the two documents logically registers this position. It means
that theoretically it should be possible to work out amendments (major
ones) on the basis of the two documents. It also means that the goal
of the Dnited Secretariat should be to again achieve a proposal of a
single document, unless more important differences appear than those

that have come out ‘up to now. Any other approach would be irresponsiblec

The working out of amendments was not possible prior to the United

Secretariat for practical reasons. On the two documents, major changes
will need to be made. It is this work of clarificetion that must now
be tackled, beginning from the draft that receives a majority vote, -
since this will be the majority draft. Unless this is done, there is

a danger that the United Secretariat will open a major discussion in
the ranks of the International under conditions of the greatest pos-
sible confusion,

Motion by Ghulam: That this United Secretariat recommends to leave

open the question of whether or not there should be a d~cisive vobe-

on the theses "Socialist Democracy and the Dictatorship of the Prele-
tariat" at the next world congress. This should be docided at the worl’
congress itself after the conclusion of the discussion.

Vote on_above motion:

For: Fourier, Ghulam, Jones,. Marline
’ Ahmaa, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin,; Bourgueil, Brewster,

Xgainst: Adair, WSt
elso, Claudio, Dundee, Duret, Frej, Galois, Georgss, Manuel,
Marcei, Otto(KAF), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan,
Therese, Walter
Abstentions: none

NO:E Vng_g: none
’ EFEATED

Motion by Nemo containing six points (see later in minutes for text).

"‘Chair rules out of order.

Nemo challenges ruling of the chair,

CHALLENGE DEFEATED

5. Nicaragusa resolution

Duret reported on draft resolution from the Bureau.

Counterreport by Capa for the Bolshevik Faction.

Counterreport by Amador for the Leninist Trotskyist Tendency.

Motion by Amador for the ILTT:
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The United Pecretarial declarss that it ioc it3 acatl elemantery
and principled duty to unconditionally defend the physical integzity:
and democratic rights of any current of the workers movement in face
of repression by any bourgeois state.

Consequently no member of the Fourth International can for any
reason associate themselves with- the Sandinista Front or with the Gov-
ernment of National Reconstruction in repression or attacks on the dem-
ocratic rights of any working-class. current in Nicdaragua; the Inter-
national will unconditionally defend the Trotskyists that are perse-
cuted or threatened by the Sandinista Front and the Government of
National Reconstruction.

Counterreport by Jones on amendments to Bureau draft resolution, which
constitute a counter line. (See Attachment A for counterline amend-

ments by Jones, )

Brewster presents Jones amendments plus three others as amendments
within the general l1ine ol dralt resolution. (See Attachment B for
Brewster amendments,)

Vote oﬁ;first set of Brewster amendments (No.' 1 and 2, concerning dual
DOWEYX ) :

For: Brewster, Ghulam, Marline, Rudi

Kgainst: Adair, Ahmad, Celso, Dundee, Galois, Riel, Stateman, Susan
Testentions. Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Fourier,

rej, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Roman, Walter
Not Voting: Capa, Marceia, Mario, Nemo, Peterson

DEFEATED
Statement by Claudio, Duret, Fourier, Walter:

We are abstaining on this amendment, although we consider that the
overall stuation described, in the resolution corresponds in its funda-
mental features to a special situation of dual power, which explains
not only the "transitional" dynamic to which the resolution refers,
but also puts the question of the government in the correct framework,

Moreover, the document says on p. 13 of the French version: "“Uné
dualité ‘de pouvoir prend forme au Nicaragua."

Vote on second set of Brewster amendments (No. 2-9, concerning the FSLI"

For: Brewster, Ghulam ' ' ,

Kgainst: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Celso, Claudio, Dun~:
dee, Duret, Frej, Galois, Maria, Marline, Riel, Roman, Rudi, State
man, Susan, Walter

Abstentions: Fourier, Jones, Manuel, Melan

Not Vofigg: Capa, Marcela, Mari¢, Nemo, Peterson

DEFEATED

Vote on third set of Brewster amendments (No. 10,11):

For: Brewster, Ghulam, Peterson
Igainst: Adair, Celso, Claudio, Dundee, Galois, Roman, Susan, Stateman
stentions: Alfonso, Allio, Bourgueil, Fourier, Frej, Jones, Manuel,
Maria, Marline, Riel, Walter 2
Not Voting: Aubin, Capa, Duret, Marcela, Mario, Nemo, Rudi
DEFEATED :
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Statement by Roman: I voted against the last two amendments to the
resolution on Nicaragua proposed by Brewster because the fundamental
idea that they put forward was already contained in the resolution,
and in addition, their formulation was unclear.

Vote on general line of draft resolution from the Bureau:

For: Adair;‘Ahmad,_Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil,.Celso, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret, Foutier, Frej, Galois, Georges, Maria, Marline
Otto(KAF), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Walter

AEainst: Jones
stentions: Brewster, Ghulam
Not VOEIEE: Capa, Marcela, Mario, Nemo
- ‘ CARRIED

Statement by Brewster:

It was impossible for me to cast a positive vote for_the Nicara--
guan resolution presented by Duret for the Bureau. The rejection of
the amendments signified a refusal to take a clear political position
on the central points which have come up in the discussion on the Nic=-
araguan revolution, As a consequence there is a big danger of the ranks
of the Fourth International being miseducated, an unnecessary opening
is given to the dogmatists and ultralefts (both the ITT and the BF),
and there is real danger of disorienting Trotskyist :forces in Nicara-

gua itself,

The project of amendments (as opposed to presenting a counter line)
was taken because many of the questions are empirically dealt with in
vhe resolution, but in a descriptive and "objectivist" way. The pur-
pose of the amendments was to clarify whether there was simply a

problem of drafting.

(1) It is clear that for a number of comrades the rejection -of the
amendments fl ows from their view that the FSLN leadership will aunto-
matically of itself lead the masses to the destruction of capitalism
in Nicaragua, In particular, the comrades of :the SWP see this resolu-~
tion as an endorsement of the line which they have argued in the Mil-
itant and IP/I. This goes much further than not placing a priori

1imits on how far the FSIN will go, but puts political confidence
in the FSLN, The resolution is totally ambiguous on this crucial ques-
tion. '

(2) Dual Power. The resolution refuses to clearly state that a
situation of dual power exists in Nicaragua today. The FSLN does not
"have the power" in Nicaragua. The bourgeoisie has many important
points of power in the economy, through the press and media, in the
state apparatus, and in the government. Refusing %0 characterize the
situation as dual power obscures the number one task: the construc-
tion of a workers and peasants government. « o

This is where the question of the GRNN arises. We must clearly
characterize this as a bourgeois, coalition government. Most important
»f all that the constructlion of a workers and peasants government will
necessarily mean the removal of bourgeois ministers from this govern~
mnent, " Whilst the resolution is correct to reject the slogan tod
of "out with the capitalist ministers,” it is totally wrong to engorse
the credibility which the FSLN. is giving to the GRNN with talk about
the FSLN "buying time" (page 19, first paragraph) to organize the masses.
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(3) Centralization of committees of self-organization. The fight
for the centralization of the CDSs is not posed politically in the
resolution because it is not posed in relation to the fight for =
workers and peasants government. Instead, the vital task of the cen-
tralization of the CDSs is left to the good offices of the FSLN--
who to be sure have gone a long way on the road to developing the
CDSs., We cannot,rhowever, assume that they will see the need to con-
struct a government which derives its authority from these organizatio:;.
of the masses, i.e., a workers and peasants government, Indeed:the
orientation to the construction of a workers and peasants government
is reduced to one phrase in the resolution (page 29).

(4) The fight for a workers. and peasants government is not today
concretized in the ultraleft call for "down with the GRNN" or "out wit)
the capitalist ministers," or worse, through the call for a constit-
uent assembly, The resolution is right on this., The resolution, how-
ever, does not present clearly how a fight for such a government is

taken forward. Specifically the resolution should outline what the ‘
tasks of a workers and peasants government are today. The clarificati
of the role of capitaiistﬁmipisters in the GRNN would be made in rela-

tion to their response to these tasks., =

These tasks would include: centralization of CDSs, the building
of youth and women's organizations, arming of the masses through work-
ers militias, the land reform, the generalization of workers control,
the promulgation of & national- economic plan, and so on.

Many € these things are indeed being undertaken by the FSLN. But
one important area is the question of workers control, ‘

It is correct to reject the call for..the immediate socialization o
industry. Room should be given to private capital that remains in"
Nicaragua to begin the reconstruction. But we must present a comple«
mentary proposal for generalized workers control: at the governmental
level, at the level,o%liﬁe_pIanEs. For, ‘as the resolution points out,
reconstruction in a capitalist framework would simply mean austerity
for the masses,

At a national level the ministries must exercize veto over capi-
talist enterprises which take anti-working-class measures. A gaqod:
example of this is the decision of the Ministry of Labor that all re-
dundencies be first ratified by them. This approach should be extender
by demanding the opening of the books and beginning the promulgation
of a national economic plan. Thie approach must also be encouraged
at the level of the plants.

This apparently is to be put into the resolution but it was not
agreed to additionally present this as a way of clarifying the role of
the capitalist ministers in the GRNN.

~ (5) Role of Cuba., We cannot just remark on the Cuban aid to Ni-
‘caragua. This is the central point to be sure. But as Trotskyists

‘hoping to influence the FSLN we must also criticize Castro's orientat’
to Latin Américan bourgeois gnvernments. This orientation to these
governments cannot be characterized as "internationalist.”
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Vote on general line of Jones resolution:

For: Brewster, Joges. '
Against: Adair, Ahtad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Celso, Clau-
dio, Dundee, Duret, ‘Fourier, Frej, Galois, Maria, Marline, Otto
. (EAF), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Walter
Abstentions: Ghulam, Manuel
ot Voting: Marcela, Mario, Nemo

DEFEATED

5. Simon Bolivar Brigade

JJotion by Mario concerning expulsion of Simon Bolivar Brigade (see
later in minutes for text of motion).

Chair rules out of order, since decision was to begin with information
reports.

Capa, Marcela, and Mario walk out.

Statement by Manuel and Melan:

Monday night, before the beginning of the discussion on the "Si-
ion Bolivar Brigade,"” Comrade Mario read a draft resolution wherein
he states that the members of the brigade were tortured in Panama,
and that the responsibility for this falls Jjointly on the Sandinist and
Panamanian police. They stated that it was a question preceding the
70te on the motion, and when it was decided that the vote would take
place, they left the room. ;

This whole thing is a farce, which, moreover, has been repeated
‘twice during this United Secretariat meeting, each time with the same
purpose: on the one hand, not to be present at discussions of funda-
mental importance for the International, in which the BF is directly
involved (as in the discussion on the dictatorship of the proletariat
and the debate on the brigade); on the other hand, to try to whip up
a campaign of agitation within the International, which would hide the
political debates and substitute for them campaigns to denounce the
torture of members of the brigade, and, above all, to denounce the
United Secretariat for its supposed "refusal" to condemn these tortures.
The BF wants to substitute a discussion on the tortures of the brigade
for a balance sheet of the brigade's activities.

The best way to combat this farce is for the United Secretariat to
make a prior declaration concerning any torture that the members of
the SBB may have suffered, leaving a statement on all the concrete
circumstances of the expulsion, as well as the existing responsibili-
ties thereof, to the end of the discussion.

We consider it an error that the United Secretariat majority voted

2gainst the abovementioned statement; this facilitates the factional,
demagogic, and irresponsible activity of the BF.

Information reports on Simon Bolivar Brigade by Manuel, Pedro, Duret,
and AlTonso

Stateman reported on motion from the Bureau:

In August the leadership of the Sandinista Liberation Front (FSLN)
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expelled the non-Nicaraguan merbers of the "Simon Bolivar Brigade"
from Nicaragua, The world capitalist press has portrayed the Simon
Bolivar Brigade as "Trotskyist." The United Secretariat of the Fourth
International, the worldwide Trotskyist organization, is issuing this
statement to clarify its relaticn to the Simon Bolivar Brigade.

The Simon Bolivar Brigacle was formed in Jvne of this year by the
Colombian Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores (PST--Socialist Work-
2rs Party). Its ostensible purpose was to recruit a military brigade
to fight with the FSIN in the final offensive against the Somoza regime

Although individuals who passed through the Brigade found their
way to the front and were integrated into the FSLN units, the Brigade
as a .unit entered Nicaragua after the fall of Managua. Sections of
she Brigade went to lMonagua, Bluefields, and other cities.

The Simon Bolivar Brigade not only presented itself as part of the
FSLN, but claimed to be acting for the FSLN and its leadership, How-
2ver, it never in fact accepted the discipline of the FSLN, but instead
set its own course, Falsely posing as an armed unit of the FSLN, the
3rigade endeavored to impose its own leadership on workers involved in
srganizing unions in various factories, in some cases through authori-
carian and manipulative methods., It even introduced the outrageéous
~ule of "double affiliaticn" of these unions to both the CST and the
SBB! This activity received broad notoriety in Nicaragua., In Blue-
Tields, a town on the east coast largely cut off from the rest of the
country where there werc few FSLN ~adres, the Brigade presented itself
2s the FSILN leadercip ol the city and surrounding area. The FSLN was
obliged to send in an 27med unit to Bluefields to establish its
2uthority,.

Faced with this situation, the FSLY leadership mblicly called for
2 meeting with the Simon Bolivar Brigade. The Brigade responded by
ocrganizing a demonstration of workers near the meeting site., The work-
ers involved were brought to “his demonstration under the false pretensec

that they were there tc discuss their problems with the FSLN leader-
3hip.

The FSiN leadership h~2ld two meetings with the Simon Bolivar Bri-
gade, lasting many hours. to try to resolve the situation. They pro-
posed that the Brigede bzcome a disciplined and loyal part of the FSIN,
s an international brigade. But the Brigade leadership refused to
place itself under the discipline of theFSLN, .despite its public stance
that it is a military, «ad not political organization.

After the FSLN leadexsuip expelled. the Brigade's non-Nicaraguan
members they were sent to Panama, as a first step on their way. When
she Torrijos regime utilized the oppormunity to arrest and beat members
of the Brigade before sending them on, which we condemn and denounce,
the FSI!T leadership issusd a statement that it had not arrested or
mistreated any member of the Brigade, and that its intention was solely
to expel them from Nicaragua.

x * & *

The Colombian PST is.a sympathizing organization of the Fourth In-
ternational. However, tiie entire project of setting up the Simon Bo-
livar Brigade was not done under the guidence of, or in collaboration
+ith, the elected leadership bodies of the Fourth International., It
set its own course, agaiast the poticies of the Fourth International.
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The disregard for and contempt of the Fourth International on the
part of the leaders of the Simon Bolivar Brigade was éxemplified by
their refusal to allow a representative of the United Secretariat of
the Fourth International who was present to attend the meetings between
:ﬁe gg%g and the Simon Bolivar Brigade, although this was agreeable to

e .

Documents of the Colombian PST state that the project of the Simon
Bolivar Brigade was largely conceived and executed as a factional oper-
ation against the FSLN and the majority of the Fourth International,
The Colombian PST placed its own factional intereats above those of the
Nicaraguan revolution.

This behavior of the Brigade could provide a pretext to forces op-
posed to the advance of the revolution to advocate the use of repres-
sion in the workers movement to settle political differences, against
the policy of the FSLN.

The Fourth International condemns and repudiates the Simon Boli-
var Brigade and its activities.

Walter reported on amendment to Bureau motion:

In addition, the Fourth International considers that the expul-
sion of theSimon Bolivar Brigade from Nicaragua was a mistake, Na-
turally, the FSLN has the right to politically expose those falsely
utilizing its name and the masses the right to prevent actions contrary
to the interests of the revolution by means appropriate to the actions
involved. However, in the course of the revolutionary process like .the
one unfolding today in Nicaragua, many conflicts arise between differ-
ent sectors of the workers movement not only around legitimate prob-
lems of tactics, but also involving ultraleft and adventurist acts or
groups, These conflicts are of a different nature, and need to be -
dealt with by different means than acts of counterrevolutionary class-
es or groups, It is-vital to maintain workers democracy, which alone
can guarantee the fighting unity and strength of the masses. This
means differences among the different sectors of the workers and mass
novement should bexmesolved by political means and not by repression.
The interests of the revolutionary forces and the strength and unity of
the masses are best served if mistakes like those committed by the
Simon Bolivar Rigade are dealt with through political clarification
and agitation and not through administrative means.

(to be added at end of motion)

Discussion

Walter withdraws above amendment in favor of Walter-Marline amendment: .

(to be ‘added at end of resolution)

At the same time the Fourth International considers the expulsion
of the Simon Bolivar Brigede from Nicaragua to be a mistake, We don't
want to minimize the fraudulent and irresponsible character of the
Simon Bolivar Brigade operation. However,-we believe the prestige
and political authority of the FSLN is sufficiently great to " have
enabled it to solve the problem of the Simon Bollivar Brigade by using
public criticism and condemnation.
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Amendmeﬁt%ﬁy“nénuel'and-Melan:

Under point 4, after "on their way" 'and before "When the TorrijosS..."
add the following:

": this meant leaving the members of the Simon Bolivar Brigade in the
hands of the Panamanian National Guard, which detained them and beat
them savagely."

Motion by Nemo:

1. The United Secretariat has taken cognizance of the statement by
the SWP(USA) Political Committee and the article on the Simon Bolivar
Column, both ¢f which appeared in‘ the August 31, 1979 Militant. The
statement by the SWP PC says that: "the- unfortunate episode of thé Simon
Bolivar Brigade was just: what the Carter- adminfgtration was waiting -
for," while, along the same lines, the Militant article talks about a
"provocative confrontation."”

Independently of the political discussion that must beée initiated in
the Fourth International about the lines that have been put forward
with respect to the Nicaraguan revolution, the United Secretariat con-
demns this statement by the SWP leadership as constituting an _.open
break with the elementary principle of solldarity with members of the
Fourth'International and political support to the repressive measures
taken by a bourgeois government

2. . The United Secretariat -has taken cognizance of 'a statement 'signed
by Comrades Camejo and Udry and given to the FSLN leadership (published
in the September 24, 1979, issué of Intercontinental Press). This
statement is presented as a "statement by the United Secretariat dele--
gation." It states, for example, that "all activi“ies which 8eek today
to create divisions between ‘the mobillzed masses and the FSLN are con-
trary to the interests ‘of the revolution," and publicly condemns .the
SBB for having "tried to separate the workers from their vanguard.,”

The statement closes by saying: "The FSLN was right to demand that the
non-Nicaraguan members of this ‘group...leave the country."

The "delegation" in whose name Comrades Camejo ahd Udry thus ex-
pressed themselves had no mdndate ‘other- than to make contact with the
Trotskyists in Nicdragua. ' The United Secretariat- condemns this state-
ment, which impropeérly cloaks itself in its ‘authority, as a rupture of
democratic centralism.-' ‘A8 to the content, the United Secretariat-
condemns this statement for giving political support to repressive
measures taken against members of the Fourth International by a bour-
geois government contrary to the most elementary principles of-our
movement and using arguments reflecting chauvinism and opportunism to-

ward -the '¥SLN,.

Therese objects to procedure agreed by the meeting earlier, when.she
was absent, o counging"Vofes of comrades who were not present for any

of the discmssion”on this point.

Motion to ‘maintainthe procedure of counting the.votes of comrades who
had to 1eave the meeting belrore this point but left written votes,
Vote-on above motion:

For: Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio, Duret, Man-
uel, Marline, Otto(KAFs Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Walter
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Against: Adair, Ahmad, Dundee,"Galois, Jones, Maria, Otto(PSR), Su-
san, Stateman, Therese
Abstentions: Nemo
Not Voting: none
CARRIED

Motion to reconsider the above vote, since it would mean written votes
could not be accepted for the Walter-Marline amendment, given: that the
comrades who left early did not see it.

CARRIED

Motion by Claudio; To recognize the votes only of comrades present at
the time of the vote, plus that of Fourier, who was present for much

of the discussion.

Countermotion by Therese: To recognize written votes from all members-
of the United Secretariat through taking a poll.

Vote on above motions:

For Claudio motion: Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Duret, Jones, Marline,
Otto(KAF), Riel, Roman, Rudi, Walter

For Therese motion: Adair, Galois, Susan, Stateman, Therese
Abstentions: none

Not Voting: none

CLAUDIO MOTION CARRIED

Vote on Manuel amendment:

For: Manuel, Melan
Against: Adair, Ahmad, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret, Galois, Jones, Maria, Marline, Otto(PSR), Riel,

Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese, Walter
Abstentions: none

Not Voting: Nemo, Peterson
DEFEATED

Amendment by Roman:

The expulsion of members of the Simon Bolivar Brigade from Nica-
aragua does not in itself pose a question of principle. Moreover,
the United Secretariat is not in a position to say what was the best
way of handling this question. It does not adopt the position sup-
porting the expulsion taeken by Comrades Duret and Camejo in their
letter of September 3., Nor does it renounce this posifion.
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Motion by Aubin: Not to take any new motions or smendments into con-
Sideration, including Roman's.

Vote on above motion:

For:Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Duret, Manuel, Marline, Melan, Otto(KAF),
~ Riel, Rudi, Walter

Agéinst oman, Susan
stentions: Aéalr, Galois, Jones, Stateman, Therese
Not Vofigg none

CARRIED

Vote on Walter~Marline amendment:

For: Alfonso, Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Fourier (written vote), Jones,
Manuel, Marline Melan, 6tto(KAF), Peterson, Rudi, Walter

Against: Adair, Ahmad, Allio, Bourgueil, Dundee, Galois, Maria, Otto
(PSR), Riel, Roman, Busan, Stateman, Therese

Abstentions: Duret
Not Voting: Nemo

CARRIED (U Sec vote is 11 for,
7 against, 1 abstention)

(continues on page 14)
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Vote on Bureau motion as amended:

For: Alfonso, Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Fourier, Jones, Manuel, Mar-
line, Melan, Otto(XAF), Peterson, Rudj, Walter
Against: Adair, Ahmad, Allio, Bourgueil, Dundee, Galois, Maria, Nemo,
~ Otto(PSR), Stateren, Susan, Therese :
Abstentions: Duret, Riel, Roman
Hot Voting: none

C%Eg;ED
e€c vote is 11 for, 5 against,
3 abstentions)

Statement by Duret and Riel:

1. The point of departure for defining a position on the so-called
"Simon Bolivar Brigade" must be the relationship of the Fourth Inter- .
national to a revolution in progress. Any revolutionist can under-
rtand the extremely difficult situation that the Nicaraguan revolution-
s in, and the political responsibility of revolutionary Marxists
Loward that revolution deriving from this situation.

We can only be firmly opposed to a political orientation that is
based on the particular interests of a faction, and not on the inter-~
asts of the Nicaraguvan revolution. The entire policy of the Bolshevik
Paction, of the PST(Culombia), and of the SBB is determined by this
3ectarianism in the strictest sense of the term, which can be reflect- .
#d in adaptationist maneuvering as well as in ultraleftism.

In Internal Bullebtin No. £6 of the Colombian PST of July 6, 1979
the fundamentecl motivatica for the SBB's phony operation is explaineé
in this -ray: "Celling fc¢* She formation of the SBB helped activate

nationwide and‘continertuide soliderity in the development of the Nic-
araguan revolution, Tris was a big political success for the leader-
ship of the BF, lcgitirizing 1t as a real leadership alternative for
the Fourth Interraticnal in face of the disastrous policy of the ma-
jority. We have an opportuniiy to strike very hard at all sectors of
the left that have a pclicy oI betrayal...in this sense, we should use
the present situation to the fullest to strike at the CP, FIRMES,
Maoism, and thé PSR."

This merits several considerations.

a) In Panama and Costa Rica, the BF polemicized harshly against
the formation of interncticnal brigades after September 1978, It
waited until June 12, thirty-five days Vefore the victory, to launch
its operation, whilc at thz same time pretending that this operation
was at the center of the international solidarity campaign.

b) The entire operation was mounted with two goals: to try to
scroe factional points within the International, and to hurt the Co-
lombian PSR, and all of “his prior to a world congress for which the

BF has no counter political resolution, particularly on Latin America.,

¢) This policy is based on. the characterization of the leadership
of the International and of many sections that is made in the BF's
“>cunents, a characterization that is even more of a caricature in the
way it educates cadre. In Appendix TNo. 3 to the BF bulletin of June
1979, the "Greco memorsndum" which is supposed to orient members of
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the BF, describes the European document as follows: "Taken as & whole,
the majority document can be defined &s a vanguardist, syndicalist
document that capitulates to the proimperialist labor  aristocracy and
its political expressions: Social Temocracy and Eurocommuni&me.e..e.The
document is proimperialist.” The attacks on the PSR leadership spring

from the same method.

2. In June and July, woen it was fully possible to grasp the poli-
tical disaster for the Tourth International that would be caused by the
SBB operation, the rejaction ol the motion submitted by the BF did not
imply a clear questicrning of She S3B adventure. There should have
been a clear demand that this invernational operation, which was taking
rlace outside any decision-making and control by the elected bodies of
the International, cease. This error placed the International in a
situation that made any intervention difficult, while it became more and
more obvious~-at the end of July--that the swindle was going to take
the form of a political catastrophe for the International and for Trot-
skyism, & catastrophe that the Stalinists have exploited and will ex-
ploit, above all in Central and Latin America, but also within the '
international solidarity novement with the Nicaraguan revolution.,

3. The SBB's entire activity irn Nicaragua, as is shown by the re-
port attached to the United Secretariat minutes /This was sent sep-
arately from the minutes_/, was based on the fraudulent use of the
FSLN's logo and prestige, whereas the brigade as a unit did not ar-
rive until two days after the victory. It was based on a manipulative
~onception of the mass movement, on an explicit intention to fool the
nasses, on a dishonest attituce toward the leadership of the FSLN, on
vhe dishonest use of an ex-member of the FSLN (Plutarco Hernandezs,
to try to legitimize the swindle. :

All of this is contrary tc en orientation that could make it pos-
sible to raise the ideacs of revolutionary Marxism, to develop cadre
who can win the confiden:ze of vhe advanced workers, to build a revolu-
tionary party in Nicaragua. ©1he BB more or less carried out entryism

in a revolution!

4, The leadership of the £BB always presented the SBB &s a mili-
ta unit. They claimed that it was placed under the military auth-
ori%y of the FSLN (see tlhe BF's special internal bulletin of July 28,
1979). They were summoned ac a military unit by the leadership of the
FSLN, even if, through mznipulation, the SBB tried to give a differ-
ent coloringv%o its activity (organizing a demonstration to go to the

neeting).

It is not the task of the Intermbional, which was incapable of
“isciplining the BF and publicly clarifying its political relations
with the SBB, to make a public criticism of the tactical methods with
which the FSLN leadership settled the question of the SBB.

5. It was wrong to take a public position, as we did in our letter
{rom Managua, outside of 2 meeting of the International leadership
hodies.

It was politically wrong to publicly state that the expulsion meas-
ure was Justified, even if it is completely farfetched to say that this
measure opens the way to an attack on democratic rights, as the BF

¢nd ITT claim,
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The fact is that the very developments of the revolution will raise
many problems having to do with the relations between the FSLN leader-
ship and political currents tied to the workers movement. A state-
ment supporting the measure taken by the FSLN leadership against the
SBB is contrary to the need to begin a discussion on workers democracy
with members of the FSLN leadership, a discussion that should bring
out the difference in the way we approach these problems in comparison
W#ith Stalinist currents or those directly influenced by Stalinism,

6. It is the responsibility of the United Secretariat to take all
adequate measures to See to it -that such an adventure by the BF is not
repeated, either in Nicaragua or in Central America, and to make its
position on the SBB publicly known in Nicaragua.

Statement by Manuel and Melan:

Our party's executive committee, in its letter to the United Sec-
retariat that was delivered to the Bureau and comminicated to this
United Secretariat meeting, stated, among other points, the necessity
of investigating and taking decisions at this meeting on:

1. The facts contained in the letter from Comrades Sara, Felix,
and Galene, with respect to Comrades Manuel(PRT) and Peter(éWP).

2. The letter signed by Comrades Udry and Peter that was published
in Bandera Socialistz and IP/I. ’ -

" -We consider that the first point has not even been clarified before
this United Secretariat meeting. If problems concering the agenda
trevent doing so now, the Bureau should be authorized to organize the
investigation and to talle the measures that it may consider necessary,
informing the organizations of the International of the results of its

work.

With respect to the second point, we think that the statements
by Comrades Riel and Durat, with which we agree, should be accompanied
oy statements by the other corirades involved, and that the United Bec-
retariat should request statenents from these comrades., We think that
the United Secretariat should adopt the assertion in'the statement by

Comrades Duret and Riel:

"It was wrong to take a public position, as we did, in our letter
from Managua, outside of a meeting of the international leadership-

rodies."

This, in our opinion, will .be the best way to avoid errors like -
these being repeated in the future, which were the subject of the motions
adopted by our executive committee,

Vote on Nemo motion:

For: Nemo

fzainst: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,

~ Dundee, Duret, Galois, Manuel, Maria, Marline, Melan, Otto(KAF),
Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Therese, Walter

Abstentions: Jones

ot VOEIEE: none

DEFEATED
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Motion by Capa:

WHEREAS:

1. The Simon Bolivar Brigade was expelled from Nicaragua in a
joint operation by the Sandinist and Panamanian police;

2. This joint action by the Nicaraguan and Panamanian police against
the revolutionists is proved, in the case of the Simon Bolivar Bri-
gade, by the following facts: they were taken out of Nicaragua by the
Panamanian National Guard; a Panamanian armed forces airplane was used;
they were brutally beaten by the Panamanian police with the complicity
of the Sandinist police;

3, This close collaboration between the Panamanian and the Sandin-
ista police is shown by the following facts as reported in the daily
La Prensa of Managua:

~--"The high Panamanian military official pointed out that they had
been -collaborating with our Sandinist police for Jjust twenty days,
and that he felt pride, satisfaction, and pleasure at the successes
that had been achieved."

--"He praised the ability of the Sandinist revolutionary, who in
just a few days had managed to grasp the instructions of the Panamanian
police advisers, Yesterday, he explained, one hundred Sandinists left
for Paname to take an intensive police course; the course will be spe-
cialized, and those returning will become instructors for our students
at the police school.”

--"The program drawn up by the Commander of the Sandinist Police
Federation, Ing. Edgard Zapata Chaves, included the participation of
Lieutenant Colonel Ruben Dario Paredes, assistant chief of staff and
GN-L of the Panamanian National Guard. '

"After the swearing-in ceremony, Father Carlos Villalobos, chaplain
of the Panamanian army, Spoke. He is providing spiritual asslstance to
the Panamanian military officers in Nicaragua";

.4, The persecution of the comrades of the Simon Bolivar Brigade by
the Sandinist police, and the complicity of the latter with the Latin
American bourgeois police and armed forces is continuing, as is shown
by the brutal persecution to which the S. Bolivar Brigade was subjected
in Colombia., Thecoordinators and organizers of the Brigade, Comrades
Valencia, Rita, and an important Sandinist Commander, were brutally
tortured in the Colombian BI!N by way of support to the "friendly FSLN
government in Nicaragua,"

5. Intercontinental Press and the SWP, among other organizations of
the Fourth InTernational, have denounced the brutality and proimperial-
ist character of the Panamanian armed forces, especially their police
and National Guard;

THE UNITED SECRETARIAT RESOLVES:

1. To repudiate the brutal methods used by the Sandinist and Pan-
amanian police against members of the S. Bolivar Brigade;

2, To carry out a worldwide campaign against thosemethods;

3. To denounce the unity of both police forces in the service of
the counterrevolution;

4, To publicly express solidarity with the members of the S, Bolivar
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Brigade who were brutally beaten by that united front of the police
and government in Nicaragua, Panama, and in Colombia.

Vote on Capa motion:

For: Capa, Nemo

Igainst: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster,
Claudio, Dundee, Duret, Galois, Maria, Marline, Otto(KAF), Otto
(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan, Therese

Abstentions: none

Not Voting: Manuel, Melan

DEFEATED

Motions by Nemo:

1, The document dated August 15, 1979, and published in several
journals of the International (The Militant, Intercontinental Press,

Rouge) was neither discussed nor adopted by the United BecreEarIaE,
wﬁicﬁ is the only regular leadership of the International between meet-

ings of the International Executive Committee.

The United Secretariat reaffirms that the only document binding on
the Fourth International and reflecting its line on the proletarian
revolution in Nicaragua is, to this day, the statement regularly adopt-
ed by the United Secretariat and dated July 4, 1979 (Inprecor No. 56-57).

A correction along these lines will be made in the publications of
the International which published the "August 15 Statement."

2. The United Secretariat has taken cognizance of the article by
Comrades Murphy, Camejo, and Rodriguez entitled "Workers and peasants
fight for a new Nicaragua" and published in the August 24, 1979
Militant,

This article writes about the "government of national reconstruc-—
tion": "So in form it is a coalition government with the Sandinistas
in a minority. The reality is different. The reality is that Nicaragua
today is being run by the Joint National Directorate of the FSLN, made
up of nine Sandinista commanders. All nine are Fidelistas....Real power

iz in the hands of the FSid."

While stating that "a workers and peasants government has not yet
been established," this article concludes: "The power that exists to-
day in Nicaragua is a revolutionary power." The August 31 Militant
Araws the conclusion from such a characterization: political support
to the government in power and to its activity of "national reconstruc-
tion": "We think that the Sandinist government that is trying to get
Nicaragua back on its feet is doing a good job."

The United Secretariat affirms that this analysis, which marks the
beginning of a revision on the bourgeois nature and counterrevolutionary
role of coalition governments, and leads to politically supporting the
government of national reconstruction, is contrary to the program of
the Fourth International with respect to the revolution in Nicaragua,

23 it was outlined in the United Secretariat declaration of July 4,
which correctly stated: "The government of national reconstruction is
a card played by the bourgeoisie to try to prevent the overthrow of
Somoza from leading to the break-up of the socioeconomic structures of
capitalism and the bourgeois state apparatus,” and which closed by
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calling for the formation of a government that "excludes all represen-
tatives of the ruling class and imperialism,"

3. The United Secretariat has taken cognizance of the articles that
appeared in The Militant and Intercontinental Press concerning the '
"conference of nonaligned natIons"™ and the Cuban policy at that confer-
ence.  Besides publishing Castro's speech without taking any political
distance, these articles characterize Cuban policy as "a stinging set-
back for U.,S. imperialism" (IP, September 24, 1979, p. 890), and compares
it, word for word, to the Yugoslav position, which is analyzed as
"maintenance of the nonaligned movement's 'traditional' stance--that is,
a policy of acquiescence to imperialism" (IP, September 17, 1979
p. 883). Moreoverz it is stated that "Cuba's foreign policy is %he :
opposite of Moscow's 'detente' policy" (IP, September 24, 1979, p.891).

These analyses are a travesty of the real Cuban policy as it is
openly. expressed in Castro's very speech. This speech expressly offers
political solidarity to a number of bourgeois regimes (including Iran,
Bolivia, Ethiopia, Algeria, and the government of national reconstruc-
tion in Nicaraguas or imperialist regimes (Spain); appeals for the
"friendship" of the "industrialized countries of Western Europe";
solidarizes itself withthe bureaucracy in the name of the Stalinist
slogan of the "socialist community"; gives active support to "peace,
detente, peaceful coexistence and disarmament"; expresses its '"satis-
faction" with the "SALT II accords between the USSR and the United
Stateg, as well as with other steps taken in these areas."

4, Furthermore, the IP articles, which characterize as "anti-
imperialist" a Cuban policy that falls expressly and completely within
the very framework of the "movement of nonaligned countries," are there-
by led to make an analysis of this movement that abandons the most ele-
mentary class criteria: "The coming together of these countries re-. .
flects the realities of the laws of the world capitalist market and the
resulting economic and political conflicts with imperialism, even among
the most overtly proimperialist member governments. It is these real-
ities, rather than alignment or nonalignment, that defines this group-
ing of nations,"

Such an analysis leads to denying the elementary necessity for the -
Fourth International to denounce this grouping as such as a reactionary
body, an association of neocolonial bourgeois states dominated by im-
perialism with the endorsement of the bureaucracy and the participation
of some bureaucratic governments, constituting, by that token, one of
the axes of class collaboration and defense of the worldwide status quo.

From both these standpoints, the United Secrétariat declares its
complete disagreement with the line of these articles,

Vote on Nemo motions:

For: Capa, Nemo _
Against: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret, Gslois, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Marline, Otto(KAF),
Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan, Therese
Abstentions: none

Not Vofigg: Melan

- DEFEATED
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Statement by Jones:

I vote against the resolution not on the basis of agreement with
the articles ir The Militant, with which I strongly disagree, but
because it is the righv of national leaderships to express their po-
sitions in their press. It is an utterly fake method for the United
Secretariat to go arounl passing resolutions condemning particular
such articles in rress of navional ‘sections which are clearly signed
as expressing the views of individuals or national organizations.

Motion from the Burcau “egarding political activity of members of
The Fourth InternationAl in hicaragua:

In several countries of Central America where the overthrow of the
Somoza dictatorship has created an entirely new framework for the
class struggle there is no section or sympathizing organization recog-
nized by a world congress of the Fourth International. In light of this,
the United Secretariat dscides that in Nicaragua, El1 Salvador, Guate-
mala, and Honduras all politicel activity by members of the Fourth
International, or those who look to the FI for leadership, shall be
carried out under the direct control and leadership of the United
Secretariat, on the basis of the political line adopted by that body.

The OST of Costa Rica and the Bolshevik Faction in particular are
instructed to cease all activities in Nicaragua, including the build-
ing of organizations there, and to limit themselves to activities under-
taken in collaboration with the United Secretariat and on the basis of
the line of the International.

As projected in ithc resolution on the Nicaraguan revolution adopted
by the United Secretariat on October 1, 1979, all Nicaraguan members
and supporters of thz IT are %o act "as loyal militants in the frame-
work of the orgrnizaticn which led the overthrow of Somoza and leads
this revolution...to dcfend the fundamental ideas of revolutionary
Marxism"

Amendment by Melan: At end of second paragraph, add the following:
The United Secretariat will discuss this political orientation re-
garding Nicaragua with the comrades of the OST in order to convince
shem of the need to appliy this line. The same will be done with the
comrades of the LIMR, '

Melan amendment is accepted by makers of the motion.

Jones calls for division of the motion, with one vote on the first
two paragraphs, and cne votc on the last paragraph.
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Vote on first two paragraphs of Bureau motion as amended:

For: Adair,»Alfdnso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret, Galois, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Marline, Melan,
Otto(KAF), Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan,
Therese PR

Against: Capa, Nemo
stentions: none
1Tot Voting: none

CARRIED

- Vote on last paragraph of Bureau motion:

for: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret, Galois, Manuel, Maria, Marline, Otto(KAF), Otto
(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan, Therese

Against: Capa, Jones, Nemo
Abstentions: Melan
NotT Voting: none

CARRIED

(continues on page 21)
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Motion from the Bureau concerning Fausto Amador

In order to carry out the political line adopted by the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International, the United Secretariat imnstructs
Comrade Fausto Amador to immediately contact the leadership of the PSIN
in an appropriate manner and inform:them that:

‘ 1.  He recognizes the gravity .of the political errors he commit-
ted in the past, as he has already publicly affirmed in 1977 at the
request of the Uhited Secretariat.

2. He is ready. to take steps proposed by the FSLN leadership to
overcome whatever problems his past errors have caused.

This step must be taken before the coming world Jongress, which will
reviéw the matter.

This decision of the leadership of the Fourth International will be
1mmediate1y communicated to the leadership of the FSIN.

Amendment by Melan: Add the following at the end of ppint 1:

. "His long record as an active militant in the peripd since bis COm-
mission of errors shows that he is a revolutionary mil’ tant."

Amendment by Brewster, Melan, and Manuel:

Replace point 2 with the following: "He is prepared to take steps to
cvercome whatever problems his past errors have caused., Hg will dis-
cuss with the FSLN, in consultation with the United Secretariat,

whatever steps the FSLN propose.,"

Brewster-Melanemanuel amendment accqpted.by makers of motion.

Motion»bx‘Galois to table Melan amendment.
CARRIED

Vote on Bureau motion as amended:

Jor: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster, Claudio,
Dundee, Duret Fourier (written votes, Galois, Jones, Maria, Otto

(Kar), Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan, Ther-
. ‘ese, Walter
Against: Capa, Marcela, Mario, Nemo
stentions: none
Not Voting: Manuel, Melan

_ CARRIED
Statement bz qurier{

I vote for the resolution proposed by the Bureau. I would like to
remind comrades that when the question of Amador's membership was
voted on in the United Secretariat I voted against, and I indicated
that I would submit to the next world congresSs a request to revise
this decision through a commission that woiuld take up his case and
would report before the ernd of the world congress, My vote in favor of
the resolution presented to this meeting ié¢ not contradictory to this
proposal, I will submit it to the next world congress.
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Motion g Capa:

WHEREAS the USec has declined to condemn the positions taken by
the SWP leadership, positions that are openly revisionist and in
complete violation of the line adopted by the USec meeting on July 4
on the nature and role of the Government of National Reconstruction,-
on the Castroist ﬁglicy, and in relation to the movement of nonaligned
countries, By taking this position, the USec made it impossible for
there to be a real debate on orientation on the only ground on which
that discussion could take place--that of an indispensable return to
the founding principles of our movement with respect to the elementary
need to carry ait a fight for the greatest political independence of
the proletariat;

WHEREAS the resolution that has been adopted in no way constitutes
‘a real line document based on all the political lessons contained in
the tradition of our movement and on a clear definition of the politi-
cal tasks necessary for the building of a section of theFourth Interna-
tional in Nicaragua. The resolution that has been approved is nothing
more than a cloak that the USec is giving to all the revisionist state-
ments already adopted by the SWP leadership and an attempt to legiti-
mize this orientation in the future. The real content of this orien-
tation is support to a bourgeois government and to its activity of
"national reconstruction" in the framework of a bourgeois state, total
political subordination both to the Castroist leadership and to the
Sandinist Front, pure defense of their policies, and abandonment of
any perspective of building a section of the Fourth International for
an orientation that is by no means an entry tactic, but rather an out-
right dissolution, with neither organization nor program, of the Trot-
skyists into the éandinist Front.

WHEREAS Comrade Jack Barnes and the other SWP leaders have clearly
stated that the GRN "is and is not bourgeois," and that it should not
be defined as class-collaborationist (whereas the resolution that has
been approved says that it is "formally" a coalition government),.and
that it would be "criminal” to do Trotskyist, faction, or tendency work
in the FSLN, since its leadership is revolutionary, and that, therefore,
the International should apply the so-called Pablo tactic that was
applied to the Algerian NLF;

; WHEREAS the United Secretariat has decided to publicly condemn

the actions of the Simon Bolivar column, at the same time that it has
rejected the most elementary duty of stating its solidarity with the
members of the latter who were subjected to torture, and of unambig-
nously denouncing the collaboration between the Sanéinist and Panaman-

ian police, particularly in this matter;

WHEREAS the USec was bitterly divided over the elementary need
to declare its opposition to the measure taken by the Sandinist Front
and the GRN of expelling the Simon Bolivar Brigade, and whereas the
position finally adopted on this question is a purely formal statement,
expressed in the mildest possible terms, which, taking into account
the conditions in which it was adopted, has now been stripped of any
political validity for several members of the USec;

WHEREAS the USec decided, on the other hand, to display total unan-
imity in refusing to clearly condemn public positions that have given
explicit support to the repressive measure by the Government of National
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Reconstruction, thus clearly proving what its real political line was,
The attempt. to provide cover for this orientation by barely stating its
formal disagreement with the expulsion of the Simon Bolivar Brigade
thus lies revealed;

' WHEREAS the USec is trying to force the Trotskyists to end all
activity in Nicaragua, including the building of an organization~6f the
Fourth International, in favor of an orientation of outright dissolu~
tion into the FSLN and subordination to #s leadership;

WHEREAS the USec is trying to set up a petty-bourgeois leadership
that is outside the Trotskyist movement as the judge of the past errors

of Comrade Amador;

WHEREAS Comrade Jack Barnes wrote in 1977 that those errors had
been publicly cleared up, that the Stalinist attempt to "unearth"
them was aimed solely at "discredltlng Trotskyism and destroying one
of the groups ‘of the Fourth International," and that "all those who
are campaigning to make this issue public are also playing the Stal-
inists' game";

WHEREAS the motions adopted, as well as the rejection of.
those submitted by the LTT and BF are aimed at preventing a political
discussion as, to the, real activity of the International with respect to
the Nicaraguan revolution, a discussion that would bring to light the
'abandonment of all the principles of the Fourth International in favor

of a Castroist line that the new 1leadership of the SWP is trying to
impose on our movement; _

WHEREAS the adoption of such motions bears the trademark of all
the practices of Stalinism;

WHEREAS it would be impossible for the members of the Fourth Inter-
national to accept such orders, -which are contrary to all the traditions

of the revolutionary movement;

WHEREAS under no circumstances should Trotskyist militants abandon
the fight for class political independence, against the petty-bourgeois
currents that, like the FSLN, practice class collaboration with the
bourgeoisie, or glve political support to a bourgeois government of-

whatever kind;

WHEREAS in no case can the abandonment of the absolute necessity
to build a section of the Fourth International, whatever its tactiuﬁ

forms may be, be Justified;

WHEREAS democratic centralism has no political content other than
the building of the Fourth International in all countries, and could
not lend authority to administrative measures tending toward the out-
right destruction of political positions and activities that constitute
the accumulated gains of the flght for the Fourth International;

WHEREAS the motions that have been adopted signify a totdl refusal
to open the ‘discussion, and whereas those who claim to be the majority
of the International have decided to organize a split in its ranks;

Consequently, WE REJECT these measures that have been taken in
violation of all the norms of democratic centralism, and we demand that
this meeting of the USec pass this resolution, the only one that can
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repel the splitters, led by the new Castroist leadership of the SWP;

We also AFFIRM that those who support the measures adopted ‘are
morally and politically responsible for giving a political cover in
the name of the Fourth International to all the measures of police re-
pression of which TTrotskyist militants in Nicaragua and Central America
were and may be victims now and in the future;.

In the event it becomes necessary, we will take all the decisions
necessary, after this vote, to safeguard the unity and integrity of
the Fourth International around its program.

Therefore, we call on all parties, leaders, and activists who claim
to belong to our world movement to come together to prevent the holding
of an undemocratic world congress, and to ensure a really democratic
congress. with the moral and political authority that may be able to re-
verse the current liquidationist positions of our program on Nic-
aragua.

Vote on Capa motion:

For: Capa, Marcela, Mario, Nemo
Against: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Brewster
audio, Dundes Duret, Galois, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Melan otto

(KAF), Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Stateman, Susan,'&herese,
Walter k
Abstentions: none

Not Voting: none

DEFEATED
Capa, Mafcela, Mario, and Nemo walk out.

Motion from the Bureau:  Call for International Aid and Solidari with
The Nicaraguan Revolution (see October 22 issue Ol InferconEinengaI
Press/Inprecor (English)

Ish) or No. 61 of Inprecor/IP (French) for text

ol this statement, )

Vote on sbove motion:

For: Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Dundee, Duret,

~— G2lois, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto(KAF), Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel,
Roman, Stateman, Susan, Therese, Walter ‘

A&ainst: none

Abstentions: none

Not Voting: none

CARRIED

Motion from the Bureau on Colombia

- The United Secretariat condemns the articles that appeared in El
Socialista, the newspaper of the Colombian PST, attacking leading comrades
of the Colombian PSR as gusanos and Somozistas. We warn against the
dangerous tendency for :such language to foster physical violence within
the Colombian workers movement, Recourse to such verbal and Pphysical
violence in political disputes is alien to the Trotskyist movement and
incompatible with memberchip in the Fourth International. We imstruct
the PST leadership to publish a major article in their press recognizing
the PSR and its leaders as revolutionary Trotskyist, as part of the
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Fourth International, and as an integral part of the future mass revolu-
tionary Marxist party in Colombia,

Vote on above mdfion:

For: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Dundee,
=’ Galoid, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto(KAF), Otto(P&R), Peter-
son,'R{el, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese

. Against: none ;
Igsfe tions: none
Yot V%¥ins: none

Motion by Stateman:

CARRIED

The United Secretariat condemns the participation by the PST of
~Colombia in acts of disruption and physical intimidation of the Nicara-
gua solidarity movement in Colombia.

Vote on sbove motion:

For: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso; Allio, Aubin; Brewster, Claudio, Dundee,
Galois, Jones, Manuel,'maria,‘Melan,*Otto(PSRs, Peterson, Riel,
Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese

Against: Otto(EAF)
Késfenfions: none
Not Voting: none

CARRIED

Motion by Melan and Manuel:

To establish a commission to investigate the facts regarding the
allegations made in the letter to the United Secretariat by Sara and

Felix.
Statement by Stateman and Duret:

Concerning the meeting we and others had with members of the OST,
the account given by Felix and Sara is not accurate. What we told them,
as our own opinion, was in substance the same as the "Motion Regarding
Political Activity of Members of the Fourth International. in Nicarsgua'"
adopted by this meeting of the United Secretariat.

Motion by Melan and Manuel withdrawn.

Motion b§ Jones: That the amendments to the resolution on Nicaragua
presented Dy Jones be duplicated and made available to the delegates

at the world congress.

Vote on above motion:

For: Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Manuel, Maria,
Melan, Jones, Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Susan,

Walter
Against: none
Iésfenfions: Dundee, Galois, Stateman, Therese
Not Voting: Adair

QARRIED
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Motion by Manuel:

That a commission be established at the world congress to lnves-
tigate the facts regarding charges of physical attacks by members of
the PST against members of the PSR of Colombia. Both the PST and PSR
should be invited to submit evidence to this commission.

Vote on above motion:

For: Adair, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Dundee,

Galois, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto(KAF), Otto(PSR), Peter-
son, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese

Against: none
I%sfenﬁions: none
Not Vofigg: none
CARRIED

Motion from:the Bureau: That the Bureau will prepare an information
‘bulletin giving a full report on the facts of the Simon Bolivar Bri-
gzade for the membership.

Vote on above motion:

For: Adajr, Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio,.Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Dundee,
- . Galeis, Jones, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto(XAF), Otto(PSR), Peter-
son, Riel, Roman, Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese

Against: none
KEsEenEions: none

Not Votigs: none

CARRIED

7. Reports on world congress resolutions

a. Report by Walter on world political resolution, with presentation
of amendments proposed by himself and Celso (see Attachment C for
text of amendments).»v

Discussion and summary.

b. Report by Duret on European resolution, with presentation of amend-
ment on relations with the OCRFI (see Attachment D for text of amend-

-ment).
Discussion and summary.

c. Report by Alfonso on Latin America resolution and on amendments to
be written, A major amendment on Nicaragua, based on the general line
of the resolution passed at the United Secretariat, will be pro-
rosed to the World Congress to be incorporated into the Latin Ameri-

ca resolution.

Discussion and summary.

d. Report by Therese on women's liberation resolution.
Discussion and summary.

8: World Congress Invitations

Susan reported on Bureau recommendations for invitations to world
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congress. The'following are. the recommendations:

a, International currents:

Maintain invitation to OCRFI and Lutte Ouvriere,

Not invited: Politica Obrera (Fourth Internationalist Tendency), and
International Revolutionary Marxist Tendency

‘b, National-based, non-Fourth-International organizations:

Invite: OCT mina ity (France), VO and VC (Bolivia), Workers League
(Israel) only if the Israeli section recommends,

SWP (Britain).

Not ihviged:’MEP (Brazil), Communist Action League (Syria), WSL (Brit-
ain).

c. Organizations with which the United Secretariat has established fra-
ernal relations, buu WRiCh were not recognized 1n their present form

by a world congressg

Invited from Letin America: Panama: PST, MSR; El Salvador: GSI, LOR;
Nicaragua: LMR; costa Rica: OST, PRT; Venezuela: OSR, -B¥S;
Peru: PRT, PST; Bolivia:0ST; Colombia: PST, PSR; Brazil: Social-
ist Convergence, New POC; Puerto Rico: LIT; Dominican Republic:
Que Hacer group; Ecuador: MRT>4S§T(Combate), MST.

Invited from Europe: Iceland: Fylkinging; Italy: LSR.

Invited frbm'ﬂiddle'East and Africa: Egyptian group, Tun sian group,
Algerian group, Cyprus group, Turkey: LSR; Senegal: GOR; Iran:
BKS. :

Invited from Asia: Hong Kong: RML

d. Splits from section:

In the case of Greece, where, in addition to the section, three
groups now exist that claim to support the Fourth International, all
made up largely of people who left the section, all three groups should
be invited to send a representative to present their case to a commis-
sion at the world congress, The commission will make a reéommendation
to the congress on whether or how the three groups should participate
in the congress itself.

e. Groups based largely on comrades in exile from dictatorships:

Refer to the Bureau the question of invitations to comrades from
the GOR (Argentina), the Bolshevik Faction (Argentina), the LSR (Ar-
gentina, and Izquierda Socialista (Chile).

Motion by Brewster to maintain invitation to the WSL (Britain).

Vote on Brewster motion:

‘'For: Brewster, Jones, Peterson

Against: Adair, Aubin, Bourgueil, Dundee, Galois, Stateman, Susan,
erese ' ' ’ '
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Abstentions: Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Duret, Otto(KAF), Roman, Rudi
Not Voting: none '
DEFEATED

AGREED that letter to the WSL should be written in collaboration with
the IMG leadership.

AGREED to accept rest of list of recommendations from Bureau on in-
vitations to the congress.

2. Iran

Azar and Ahmad resorted on political situation in Iran and internal
situation in the .

Discussion and summaries.

‘Motion from Bureau commission -that met. with Iranian comrades:

1. The United Secretariat is against any split in the HKS., There
exist political differences between the two sides but these differences
do not justify a split. A split will lose members of both sides,
prevent recruitment, block the development of Trotskyism in Iran, and
harm the defense work,

2. It is urgent for political discussion and discussion on organ-
izational questions and problems to be reestablished between the two
sides. This should be organized through a parity commission between
the two sides, The United Secretariat, through its Bureau, will fol-
low the development of the discussion.

3. The parity commission should discuss the question of the
newspaper,

4, The parity commission will work to prepare a common convention,
which will settle all differences within the HKS.'

thg on_above motion:
For: Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Dundee, Duret,

- Galois, Jones, Otto(KAF), Peterson, Roman, Stateman, Susan, Ther-
‘ese, Walter- :

Against: none
K%sEenEions: none

Not Voting: none

CARRIED

10. Bolshevik Paction

Motion fromthe Bureau:

The establishment and activity of the Simon Bolivar Brigade as &
vehicle for political intervention in the Nicaraguan revolution rep-
resents a8 qualitative new stage in the evolution of the Bolshevik Fac-
tion. This operation was an open and very grave breach of the demo-
cratic centralism of the Fourth International as defined by its sta-
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tutes. Comrades who are members of the Bolshevik Faction in-several
countries organized a large-scale, public, interpational operation in-

dependent of the elected bodies of the Fourth International, outside
their control and discipline, and on a line contrary to that adopted

by these bodies. .. They placed the discipline of their faction :above

'{hgg of the Fourth International, in the midst of an unfolding revo-
ution.

The members of the Bolshevik Faction and the organizations they
lead must immediately halt any activity in Nicaragua, El1 Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras except for that decided upon by the leading
.bodies of the Fourth International. They-must place themselves under
the ‘discipline of the -United Secretariat, . ' ’

- . .Members of the Bolshévik Faction ‘obviously retain all their
rights to fight inside the Fourth International as a tendency or fac-
tion for their political positions, including those on Nicaragua,

The leadership of .the Bolshevik Faction is once again niged_to
participate in ‘the work and responsibilities of the Secretariat in
accordance with their numerical weight-in the membership of the Fourth

International,

If the comrades supporting theBolshevik Faction decide to main-
tain their faction following the world congress, they must abide by the
statutory rule that only individuals, not groups or sections, can
decide to join a faction or tendency, whether national or international.

The United Secretariat reaffirms its intention to recommend that
the coming world congress recognize only one section or sympathizing
organization in each country. Within this framework we reiterate our
recommendation that the Argentine PST be recognized as the Argentine
section of the Fourth International and the Uruguayan PST as the Uru-
guayan section of the FI.

If the Bolshevik Faction fails to act according to the line adopted
by this meeting of the United Secretariat, and continues to function as
a public faction that places its discipline above that of the elected
bodies of the Fourth International, the United Secretariat will rec-
ommend that the declared leadership of the Bolshevik Faction be expelled
from the Fourth International by the coming world congress of the
Fourth International,

Vote on above motion:

For: Ahmad, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Dundee, Duret,
Galoisé Jones, Maria, Otto(KAF), Otto(PSR), Peterson, Riel, Roman,
t

Rudi, Stateman, Susan, Therese, Walter
Against: none
ot Voting: none

CARRIED
11. Bureau Reports
a, IIDB

The Lebanese section requests publication of their reply to the
United Secretariat letter of July 11, 1978, in the IIDB.
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AGREED to accept for publication.
b. Chinese Trotskyists

AGREED to write a message to the Chinese Trotskyists saluting their
release from prison and to refer to the Bureau the advisability of .
making the message public,

¢. Bureau ‘composition

Walter reported on changes in Bureau composition: Jones .is available

To Tunction on the Bureau; Otto(EAF) is available to attend one Bureau
meeting per week and to take .special assignments for the Bureau;
Peterson has resigned from the Bureau, as well as from the Fourth
International, for health reasons; Dundee replaces Dunder on the Bureau.

AGREED to approve these changes.
d. Dates of world congress, United Secretariat, IEC

AGREED to set the following dates:
November 6-7: United Secretariat

November 8-17: world congress
November 18: TEC

‘Meeting adjourned



United Secretariat minutes =Bl Sept. 29-Oct. 4, 1979

ATTACHMENT A

Counterline amendments..by Jones on Nicaragua

1. End of point 6, after "GRNN in the capitol" insert:

What hdd happened in the liberated cities in the course of the civil
war became a reality for the entire country: the overthrow of the dic~

tatorship Eave rise to a sgecialgsituafion of dual power. 1t was pro-
duced by the comblnation of a general strike, popular insurrection
with the development of organs of power and militias, military. offen-
sive by the armed forces of the FSLN, and the collapse of the National
Guard, which was not only the traditional pillar of the old regime,

but what the regime was increasingly reduced: to during the last year of

the crisis,

On the one hand, there existed a bourgéois state, disjointed, to
be sure, but whose #undamental laws protected private ownership of the
‘means of production (industry and land),  hence capitalist accumulation.
The bourgeoisie had its economic organizations (chamber of commerce
‘'and industry and various employers associations), acquired political
instruments (Sandinist Socialist Party), owned the country's main
daily paper (La Prensa), and got support from the Catholic hierarchy.
It is present in The government, the ministries, and the central .
bank.

On the other hand, there existed the actual power of the committees,
which took the name Sandinist Defense Committees (CDSs), and the popu-
lar militias, The army--called the oandinist People's Army--had made a
complete break with the army of the 0ld regime. It was the direct
product of the guerrilla struggle .and the military struggle against
the National Guard and the Somozaist regime. Its command structure.
consisted of FSLN cadres. Here there is a similarity with what hap-
pened in Cuba when Batista's army was defeated and the troops of the
July 26 Movement constituted the only armed force in thecountry in
January 1959, The FSLN, whose authority and prestige among the masses
is undisputed, holds the real decision-making power., This reflects
-the social relationship-of forces established in the civil war, and
the degree of self-organization of the masses.

The place and role of the GRNN must be grasped in this context of
dual power which marks the present transitional phase that Nicaragua
is in, This coalition government with sectors of the opposition
bourgeoisie canmot implement its decisions, for the time being, with-
out the consent of the unified national leadership of the FSLN, Never-
theless, the bourgeois representatives in this government cannot be
reduced to mere decorative elements. They get support from three
sources: -the local ruling classes, which are trying in every way to
reorganize; imperialism, which sees them as elements that may make it
possible to stall the process while it prepares for the counterrevolu-
tion on the economic and military levels; and the national bourgeoisies
in Latin America, who will do anything to prevent & new Cuba, and who
are aided inm this effort by the European Social Democracy.

Therefore, the outcome of this transitional phase will depend on
the social an& economic measures that are taken, the strengthening of
the process of self-organization of the masses to give increasingly
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greater weight to the organs of people'spower (CDSs), the relationship
between these two factors and the role played by the Sandinist
People's Army--the backbone of the new regime--the international re-
lationship of forces, and the way they will be intertwined with the
forces of the counterrevolution within Nicaragua.

progress in the permanent revolution willbe reflected in =a
realignment of social forces with an inevitable clash with the bourgeoi-
sie internally and externally. It is for this clash that the workers
and peasants and their-erganization must prepare themselves, This will
result in a break with .the bourgeois representatives in the governmeiit
and the ending of the situation of dual power through the victory of
the organs of workers and peasants against the remaining sources of
bourgeois power in the country.

2. Last paragraph of point 5, add at the beginning of paragraph
before "the intransigeant":

"The FSLN is today a centrist current containing forces ranging
from those supporting a popular front alliance with the bourgeoisie to
.revolutionary forces seeking the overthrow of capitalism in Nicaragua,"

3. Add at the end of last paragraph of point 5, after "the cadres
of the FSIN": '

"confronted with a centrist force undergoing such a development
the interests of the working class require that the Fourth International
participate as a definite current in this process,”

4, Add at end of last paragraph of point 8, after "process of
permanent revolution"”:

"or illusions that by itself it is automatically capable of leading
the destruction of capitalism in Nicaragua. It remains today a centrist

leadership,"
5. Alter first sentence of point 7:

"the various decisions adopted by the junta of the GRNN, in a short
period of time, reflect the direction which the enormous upsurge against
Somoza has given to the revolution."

6. Point 7, paragraph 5, alter "foreshadows other decrees" to
say: "shows the necessity for other'decrees."

7. Point 7, parageph 9, alter "which are still&:wobjective need"
to: "is not unprincipled--although grave doubts must be expressed as to
whether it will achieve its objective,” :

_ 8._Pdint 10, paregraph 11, delete from "To focus political,.."
and insert: " :

"The decisive question is the extension, arming and political
preparation of the masses, This is the only means of preparing for the
inevitable clash with the bourgeoisie inside the country. The extent
to which this can be achieved will in turn be decided by the degree of
radicalism of the economic, social, and political measures taken by the
FSLN, workers, and peasants,
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"It is in this context that the presence of the bourgeois minis-

ters must be seen. Any attempt to deepen ‘the organization of the
masses and extend the economic and social gains will inevitably col-
lide with the bourgeoisie and its ministers, The leadership of the
FSLN will be forced to choose between extending the revolution and its
alliance with the bourgeois ministers in the government. Any idea
that this can be avoided, above all any holding back of the revolution
in the hope of maintaining an alliance with the bourgeois officials
and ministers will be fatal, It will create the conditions for dis-
illusion and disorientation of the masses which will be fatal for the

revolution.

"It is to the degree that it prepares politically and organization-
ally for this complete break with the bourgeois ministers that every
force in Nicaragua, including the FSLN, will be meeting the needs of
the present situation,”

. 9. Point 11, paragraph 4, alter "two" to "three" and at beginning
of paragraph 6, alter "Finally" to "Secondly." Add after "world market"
(end of same paragraph) .

"Thirdly, .the Cuban leadership has pursued in the international
field in the last period a policy of supplying important material aid
to anti-imperialist struggles but at the same time building the pres-
tige of, and sustaining, various left nationalist bourgeois regimes,
Such policies which reject a break with the bourgeoisie would be fatal
for the Nicaraguan revolution smd any attempt to pursue them by the
Cuban leadership can only end in disaster.

"The FSLN is correct to take every material aid from Cuba, and we
hail that aid, but it would be a disastrous error to adopt any line
urged by the Cuban leadership which avoided the necessity to break
with the ruling class,"

10, Point 13, rewrite last two paragraphs as follows:

"It is by explaining its program and ideas and fighting for a rev-
olutionary party that the Fourth International fights for the victory
of the socialist revolution in Nicaragua in the process of the perm-
anent revolution., It spells out its own proposals for this and sup-~
ports every step the FSLN takes in this direction.

"It favors the construction of a united party, on an internally
democratic basis, by the FSLN in which the Fourth Internationalists
would take their places as a definite organized tendency. The Fourth
International's positions reflect the interests of the workers and
poor peasants, lead to the establishment of a workers state based on
the democracy of workers and peasants councils, and are therefore
fully in accord with the aspirations of revolutionary militants in the

FSLN."
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ATTACHMENT B

Amendments by Brewster on Nicaragua

Brewster submits all of the Jones amendments (see Attachment A),
plus the following: _

Point 7, end of paragraph 8, add as final sentence:

"Already, therefore, the masses need to be warned as to the role
which the bourgeoisie and bourgeois ministers in the GRNN will play
in turning back the revolutionary process."

Point 8, end of paragraph 4, add the following:

"We are for the centralization of these bodies on a national scale,
The fight for a workers and peasants government is for a government
which takes its authority from these committees extended into power
organs, i.e,, soviets., DMoreover, it is in relation to the fight for
the formation of such a government, defined by its tasks, that the
fight for such committees can be given a political and not simply ad-
mlnistrative focus,"

Point 10, at end of last paragraph, add new paragraph:
"We call for the extension and centralization of the CDSs and other

organs of the masses as the basis and authority of a workers and peas-
ants government and basis of a workers state.”



United Secretariat minutes 35~ Sept. 29-0Oct. 4, 1979

ATTACHMENT . C

Auendments to the world political resolution proposed by the two
reporters, Celso and walter

(page numbers refer to the English-language version)
DP. 3, first column, reformulate point 1 as follows:

"A further shift in the international relationship of class forces to
the detriment of impedalism as .a result of the weakening of worlid cap-
italism owing to the defeat of American imperialism in Indochina, the
first generalized recession of the international capitalist economy
since 1937-38, and the revolutionary overturn of the shah's regime in
Iran and Somozaism in Nicaragua, with all their consegquences for the
Middle East and Latin America.,"

P. 3, first column, reformulate point 2 as follows:

"The colonial and semicolonial sector remains highly explosive., New
social revolutions will continue to break out there before socialist
_victories in imperialist countries--as indeed occurred in Ethiopia,
Iran, and Nicaragua., But simultaneously, the weight and impact of the
class struggle in the imperialist countries upon the world...(contin-
ues 88 in original).”

p. 5, second column, reformulate point 6 as follows:

" crisis of world Stalinism connected with the crisis of dapitalism
and imperialism,

In the degenerated or deformed workers states, political opposition
continues, with the dissidents becoming bolder in seeking openings to
resist repressive measures, In Poland the working class is the central
driving force of the anti-Stalinist opposition. In other countries,
including the Soviet Union, the working class is progressively adding
its weight to the opposition begun among intellectuals and oppressed
nationédlities,

At the same time the exacerbation of the Sino-Soviet conflict at the
state level, the current trend of Peking's policy, increasingly lin-
ing up with reactionary capitalist and imperialist forces against
Moscow and Cuba, and the moves of the Kremlin to further and further
appease Western European imperialisms, has given that crisis an ex-
ceptionally grave character.

p. 8, second column, ‘rewrite third paragraph as follows:

"The industrial proletariat is the most powerful social force in cap-
italist society. Once the scope of its mass mobilizations and the rad-
ical forms of its organization increase qualitatively--and that is a
decisive characteristic of the emergence of a revolutionary crisis,
together with the growing paralysis and initial disintegration of the
bourgeois power organs--the attraction it exerts on all its potential
allies becomes immense., Proletarian forms of organization, growing

out of experiences in prerevolutionary times--union committees, elected
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strike committees, broad factory coumittees, etc.,--begin to take the
form of elected councils that extend beyond the plants, centralize work-
ers organization, pit it increasingly against the badly shaken bour-~
geois state apparatus, and tend to encompass larger and larger sec-
tions of the allies of the working class,

A multi-faceted struggle erupts between the class-collaborationists
and the class-struggle forces represented in these councils, for the
leadership of the mass struggles, unions, and the other mass organiza-
tions. A process of selection unfolds, that makes possible the swift
- growth of"a revolutionary Marxist mass party--provided it has grown
sufficiently before these events to appear as a credible alternative
leadershigito the masses, it has firmly rooted itself in the indus~
trial working class, and it had started to gain increasing influence
and adherents in the proletarian vanguard., The growth of such a mass
party is the decisive element in winning a majority of the workers to
the revolutionary perspective of expropriating the bourgeoisie, remov-
ing and replacing the bourgeois state machine, and conquering power
by the councils and guaranteeing victory." '

‘Peo 14, first column:

Take out the two first paragraphs of that column and replace them with
a new chapter III: Perspectives and Problems8 of the Iranian Revolu-
tion, to be drafted on the basis of the general line of the United
Secretariat resolution on Iran adopted by the March-April meeting of
the United Secretariat.

The same will be done to add Nicaragua to the Latin America section of
the resolution.

p. 16, first column, rewrite the second part of point 4 (4th paragraph;
as follows:

"...prerequisites for the building of socialism. The political revo-
lution will, however, not be restricted to the superstructure. The
introduction of proletarian democracy will radically transform plan-
ning, economic management, and the organization of the production
process., It will, among other benefits, restore the friendly, mutu-
ally advantageous alliance with the peasantry. It will mark a decisive
assertion of workers management of the economy and the beginning of a
radical transformation of family life."

P. 25, first column, 3rd paragraph, rewrite second sentence as follows:

"The working class is led in turn to organize itself by extending and
tightening its international ties, not only to press forward its his-
toric interests, but even to defend its immediate needs and conditions
of day-to-day 1ife and work against the capitalist offensive,"
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Amendneni to_European resolution by Duret

PROJET DE REREDACTION DE LA THESE 49-2 DE LA RESOLUTION SUR "LA CRISE DE
L'EUROPE CAPITALISTE ET LES TACHES ACTUELLES DE LA IV® INTERNATIONALE"

La situation mondiale et en particulier la crise conjointe de 1'impéria-
lisme et -du stalinisme ouvrent objectivement de nouvelles perspectives gui per-
mettent de pourssivre la politique sanctionnée par le congrés de réunification
de 1963, en unifiant le mouvement: trotskyste mondial dans la IV° Internationale,
c'est-j-dire les organisations qui se réclament du trotskysme et envisagent la
construction de l'Internationale en rapport avec la IV° Internationale telle
qu'elle existe, en particulier le Comité d'organisation pour la reconstruction
de la Quatrié&me .Internationale (CORQI) et le courant animé par Lutte ouvriére.

Cette unification, sans s'opposer & la fusion avec d'autres forces, est
une t&che spécifique qui peut renforcer la 1IV° Internationale comme Parti mondial
de la révolution socialiste et dans un certain nombre de pays aboutir & un déve-
loppement notable de ses sections. Une telle fusion pourrait en effet commencer
a4 modifier les rapports de forces entre les marxistes révolutionnaires et les
directions réformistes, et accentuer les processus de différenciation a l'.euvre
A dans les organisations réformistes et centristes. Ces processus ne pourront

trouver une issue révolutionnaire .sur les plans politique: et organisationnel:
que dans la mesure ol existe une organisation quantitativement plus forte que les
' organisations trotskystes actuelles et qualitativement mieux implantée dans le
prolétariat, capable de regrouper non seulement des individus ou des noyaux oppo-
sitionnels, mais aussi des courants numériquement importants.

La fusion au.sein de la IV®° Internationale des organisations qui se récla-
ment du trotskysme ne peut qu'é@tre le résultat d'une bataille politique permettant
& la fois de clarifier les accords et désaccords possibles au niveau programma-
tique, les convergences politiques, leurs relations avec 1l'intervention dans la
lutte des classes, et enfin, la conception de l'organisation révolutionnaire &
construire selon le centralisme démocratique tant & 1l'échelle nationale gqu'inter-
nationale.

Cette bataille est importante en elle-méme pour la réaffirmation programma-
tique de notre mouvement et pour la -formation politique de nos cadres, au mo-
ment ol s'approfondit la crise de stratégie des tendances de gauche de 1la
social-démocratie, celle du centrisme ou celle des diverses variantes
d'opposition "eurocommunistes de gauche". Elle participe aujcurd'hui de tout
projet de construction du parti révolutionnaire. Sans que la fusion soit un
passage obligé pour la construction de nos sections, la bataille pour sa réali-
sation a de toute maniére valeur de test quant & notre capacité d'engager correc-
tement des opérations de fusiors et de regroupements,

Cetie bataille politique a pour objectif de .- réunir les conditions d'une
fusion -~ aypurd'hui non encore rassemblées ~ avec les organisations du mouvement
trotskyste., A cette fin, la discussion devra porter sur les questions qui per-
mettent de mesurer l'étendue des accords et désaccords programmatigques et leuxs
conséquences sur -les taches essentielles poux la comstruction du Parti et de
1'Internationale dans la période actuelle, afin de parvenir & un accord suffi-
sant pour réaliser 1l'unification. La discussion portera notamment sur : la
nature de classe de la Chine, de Cubla, du Vietnam, de la Yougoslavie, des
*démocraties populaires”; le stalinisme et la social-démocratie; le front unique
ouvrier; le front uni anti-impérialiste; la portée stratégique de mouvement de
libération des femmes; l'appréciation de certaines organisations syndicales
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(CFDT frangaise, CSC belge, CO espagnoles, CGT des Argentins, syndicats "combatifs"
brésiliens, etc.) et l'intervention dans les organisations de masse de la classe
ouvriére; le centralisme démocratique & 1'échelle nationale et internationale
(&lection des directions, droit de tendance et de fraction, discipline dans
1'acdon, etc.); la démocratie dans le mouvement de masse.

Il s'agit en cela de procéder selon la méthode employée lors de la
réunification de 1963 : & partir d'un accord sur les tiAches stratégiques
centrales, vérifier le contenu réel d'un accord sur le programme de <& “fV° Inter-
nationale, c'est-3-dire la compréhension commune des &vénements de la lutte des
classes 3 1l'échelle mondiale.

La vérification 4'un accord programmatique de ce type faciliterait la mise
en place d'une intervention politique commune ainsi que la discussion sur les
modalités concrétes de construction du parti, domaines dans lesguels un accord -
qui ne se matérialisera que dans le cours d'un travail commun - est nécessaize
pour rendre viable toute fusion.

La politique de réunification du mouvement trotskyste mondial, de fusion
des- organisations trotskystes au sein de la IV®° Internationale, a pour objectif
la constitution d'une seule section fusionnée dé"l'Internationale dans chaque
pays; c'est dans ce cadre que se paceront les discusions engagées au niveau
international tant avec le CORQI qu'avec Lutte ouvriére. C'est: pourquoi la
directiori-de 1'Internationale prendra soin de ne pas se substituer aux organisa-
tions nationales et a leur congréds pour tenter d'acgélérer ou de ralentir
un accord.’
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To: Sections and sympathizing organizations
From: TUnited Secretariat Bureau

October 19, 1979
Dear Comrades,

We call your attention to the fact that in addition to
the resolution on Nicaragua adopted by the United Secretariat
at its last meeting (published in Inprecor/Intercontinental
Press) another resolution on this §E§3§EE—§E§—§F€§€E€EE_B§'
Comrade Alan Jones at the United Secretariat meeting, which

was defeated (see minutes of United Secretariat meeting of
Sept. 29-Oct. 4).

United Secretariat Bureau
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Para las secciones y organizaciones simpatizantes
Del Bur$§ del Secretariado Unificado

19 de octubre, 1979

Apreciados Camaradas,

Llamamos su atencidn sobre el hecho de que ademds de la
resolucidn sobre Nicaragua adoptada durante la Gltima reun-
idn del Secretariado Unificado (publicada en Inprecor/Inter-
continental Press), fue presentada otra resolucion sobre esa
materia por el Camarada Alan Jones en la reunidn del Secre-
tariado Unificado, la cual fue rechazada (ver las minutas
de la reunibn del Secretariado Unificado del 29 de Septiembre
al 4 de octubre).

Burd del Secretariado Unificado



