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Sept. 4, 19379 6
ee T %o
Political Committee

‘ Socialist Workers Party L
14 Charles Lane ,
Rew York, N.Y. 10014

Dear Comrades,

Please accept my resignation from the Socialist‘Workers_Party,
effective immediately,

The experiences of the last several months have unfortunately
compelled me to make this decision, Should I reinstate much of
what was said during the pm-convention discussion period and at
Oberlin itself on the gay question? I frankly do not wish to do
that., Let it be said, howewver, that the SWP leadership had made
an initial error in 1973 (the Memorandum) and has only repeatedly
attempted to justify it rather than change it to coincide with a
real historical-materialist analysis of the relationship between
the gay struggle and the overall needs/demands of a revolutbnary
socialist program for the working class. "The turn” and its
theoretical needs have only exacerbated these orrors.and formu-
lated new and more dangerous ones as well,

Already (as seen in the enclosures), history is proving you
wrong again and leaving you on the sidelines as spectators of
these developments. This also shows that in reality/practice
the position held by the party is in direct confliet and opposi-
tion with the gay liberation movement and objectiwvely puts you
on the wrong side of the class-line.

This also brings up the question of internal democracy within
the SWP, For too long I sat and incorrectly (naively) hoped that

:the<qborr‘tion' of democratic centralism before me were "momen-
tary”. I can mo longer participate as a-u:borqphr dieei.ghu,
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. to an organization that belittles any attempt by fellow comrades
“ both inside and outside of the party as "oppontents”™, etec. an&
this constant factional approach of the leadership. (I need mot
bring up the more *"apolitical" characterizations which eirculate
i in the hallways of West St. when referring to "opponents™ et al,)
This has always disturbed me greatly and I can now see the results
of such an inward/internal sectarian approach to the rcai world
and its struggles. (Again 1 need not mention the treatment of any
opposition to the majority line of the party over the last six
years as I have personally observed).

Perhaps the discussion around Cuba is the moét convincing ar-
gument for resigning. Here you clearly say to lesbians and gay
men that in the "interests™ of "constructing socialism", living a
*closeted' and repressed existence is not too bad, Shame on you
-- you'll pay the political price for this -- especially when the
Cubans themselves will come forward with a self-criticism of their

7 osition ]
rcurtgntland you'll be remembered for your opportunism,

You force open lesbians and gay men to choose between fighting
against their oppression and "building the revolutionary party and
fight for socialism" -- you counterpose the two and this convention's
resolutions, etc. only further econfirm it,

never

I choose to be a "field gay" and wi?ﬂ?ir; "house faggot" for
any organization -- especially for one that says it will liberate
us all in the unforseeable future, but today will mot struggle te
do so.

This backward and retreating position will have to be made

‘ kmown to other revolutionists (gay and straight) to aid in the dis- "o 7o

E 'ﬁdons geing on within the left in gemaral em the gay qnu»tionﬁ.v it
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By using the SWP's srrors as lessons to leara frem, @ esrtect apq'

serious theoretical analysis and a fighting program will be pushed ”flfihv&?%%?f;

forward, ~
Since you have already started an internmational campaign to en-

shrine the Memorandum and its successors as the "Marxist™ analysis

of gay oppression and the program to fight it with (witness the Cana-

dian developments, Philippe Andrea‘'s article in Rouge, etc.), taking

this struggle public is imperative, By doing so, & tevolﬁtionary

position can be developed that links the struggles for gay liber-

ation and socialism., This alone necessitates my resignation and

allows me to participate in this process -- otherwise my mind and

hands would be "tied down under "internal discipline."®
As harsh as I may sound, let it be clearly understood that I

remain camitted to the goals of revolutionary socialism and the

program of the Fourth International. (Here too ene can hear a

snigger and smug chuckle of contempt from certain comrades as

they read this). 1 find no contradiction between resigning from

the SWP and this commitment. The revolutionary workers party

still has to be built in the U.S, and it will involve the re-

groupment of many diverse forces as the class struggle broadens

gele, rg
Steven R, Porgione

415 W, 23rd St. - 11lFr
New York, N.Y. 10011

and deepens,

cc: Mike Lux, Lower Manhattan
Organizer




