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MINUTES OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE PLENUM

August 4, 1979

Convened at 10:10 a.m. by D. Jenness.
Motion: That Manuel chair the plenum.

Carried.

Attendance:

Regular: Bailey, Barnes, Britton, Brundy, Chertov, Clark,
DeBerry, C. Garza, Halstead, Hawkins, Horowitz,
Jaquith, D. Jenness, Jones, Kramer, LaMont, Lovell,
Lyons, Manuel, Miah, Morell, Ring, Rodriquez, Seigle,
Sheppard, Warren, Waters, Weinstein, P. Wright

Alternates: Benson, Foley, Evans, Matson, Zimmermann, Feldman,
Gallo, Shilman, Roberts, Finkel, Vasquez, Dawson,
Rose, Markey, Smith, Meyers, Ariza, Prince, Austin,
Feeley, Leonard, Lubrano, Sedwick, Sojourner, Johnston
Control Commission: V. Garza, Glover, Scheer
Motion: To adopt the following agenda:
1. Healyite Slander Campaign and Weissman Protest

2., Organization of Convention
3. Post-convention Expanded Political Committee Meeting

1. HEALYITE SLANDER CAMPAIGN AND WEISSMAN PROTEST

Seigle reported on new developments in the Healyite slander
campaign (see attached articles), and protest from Comrade
Weissman regarding an article submitted to the party Discussion
Bulletin,

Motion: To refer the Weissman protest to the incoming
Political Committee.

Carried.

2. ORGANIZATION OF CONVENTION

D. Jenness reported for the Political Committee.

Discussion

(over)



Plenum/2

Motion: To adopt the proposed rules and convention
schedule. (See minutes of the Thirtieth National Convention
of the Swp, IIB, No. 1, 1979.)

Carried.

3. POST-CONVENTION EXPANDED POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

Barnes reported that an expanded Political Committee meeting
will be held August 13 and 14, to which National Committee
members, party branch organizers, national department heads,
the Young Socialist Alliance National Executive Committee,
and international guests are invited. The agenda will
include: Nicaragua, a report from Jos& G. Pé&rez on his
recent trip to Cuba, Iran, and the world movement.

Meeting adjourned.
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FBI to

Keep Lid

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
FBI Director William
Webster reiterated his
support for new
measures to protect
secret FBI informants,
including restrictions on
the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act.

Speaking on the
television interview
program Face the
Nation, Webster said,
“I've made a number of
suggestions for fine-
tuning the Freedom of In-
formation Act.”

This ‘fine-tuning’ actually
amounts ‘to gutting the
Freedom of Information Act
entirely, since the proposed
FBlI charter would bar
release of any information
on informants for seven

years.

Stripped

" At the same time, the FBI

is demanding that judges be
stripped of the power to or-
der disclosure of infor-
mant’s files and identities in
the course of criminal or
avil cases.

Webster said, ‘‘There has

On

FBI Director William Web-
Ster

Informers

to be a balance between
disclosures which imperil
the lives of confidential in-
formants and restrict the
amount of information that

- we receive, and the public’s

need to know the content of
criminal investigative
files.”

The false issue of the al-
leged threat to informants’
lives is raised in order to ob-
scure the real threat of mur-
derous violence by these
agents and spies. The FBI is
being sued by the family of
Viola Liuzzo, the civil rights
worker who was murdered
in 1965 by the FBI informer
inthe KKK, Gary Rowe.

SWP Agents

The FBI's moves to
cover up for informants and
wipe out the Freedom of In-
formation Act have only one

purpose — to defend the nest
of FBI agents in the leader-
ship and the rank-and-file of
the Socialist Workers Party,
who politically direct the
revisionist movement.

These agents, who were
led by the late Joseph Han-
sen, have been exposed by
the investigation of the In-
ternational Committee of
the Fourth International into
Security and the Fourth In-
ternational.

At the same time, the im-
portance of these agents
was proven by the decision
of then-Attorney General
Griffin Bell to defy a court
order to release the names
of 18 agents, and the
statement by US Attorney
Robert Fiske, Jr. that ex-
posure of the identities of
these agents would do “in-
calculable harm to the
national security .’




