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Bogotd, julio 29 de 1979

nus Forowitz
14 charles lene
Yew vork, V.v. 1lUuUl4

Auerido Cems&rada nus,

Antes que nade recibe de mi parte y de los ueuwfs ceamarades
aquf! un fuerte abrazo. ®st& nota es para resefierte los dltimos
deserrollos de la disputa ectual del TSR con el TST™ colombisno.
me adjunto varios materisles pertinentes & los heclios que aquf
menc ionaré.

Tretando de desviar la &tencidn que sobre el PST estd
centréndose en estos dias por los escdrdalos de diverso or-
den que estan comenzando a fluir de los tejemanejes de 1a
origada simdén Bolivar y de las &actuaciones mé generales de
la rraccidn Bolchevique Internacionalista, l& direccidn del
T3™ colombizno, dirigido personalmente por Nshuel Moreno, ha
desetado una c&lculade campafiza de calumrnias contra el I'SR.

1tilizendo el articulo de un periodista burgués de Cali
(periodiste con el cual no teremos ningin vinculo politico,
y ertfculo sobre el cuzl no tenemos nurniguné resgonsabilidad)
la direccidn del rsm(c) ha fabricado la acusacidn Ge que
los camaradas Ricardo Sénchez, Ciro Rolddn y Jsime Gelarza
son los patrocinadores de un ataque reacclonario del perio-
dista velverde a la brigada simén Bolivar. Al parecer (no
tenemos aqui el texto del articulo de Velverde, estamos bus-
candolo, tan pronto lo obtengamos te enviaremos copi&) Valverde
afirm. allf que tal brigade la cred el rsm para lucrarse con
la sdolidaridad con el pueblo de Yicaragus, etc,

©l comité mjecutivo waciornal del T3r ha rechazado tales
cargos del Tg™ y también ha rechezado el articulo de Valverde.
(ver combete Socialista, Yo. 12, 5 de agosto/79). Mo obstante,
ayer los morenistas escalaron su campafia haste limites muy
peligrosos. Hern publicado en El1 Socialistea de este semana una
"Cartalabierta del compsafiero Javier Mirers combatiente del F3LY

y miéubr# @e-la arigada simén Bolfver, herido en combate", etc




2

en la que éste -evidentemente manipulado por los creadores
de le insidiosa calumnia- virtualmente igcita al atentado
personal contra nuestros cemeradas. Tide ademds tal ncarta
abierta" la cor.vocatoria de un "tribunel revolucionario"
para Jjuzgar en ™enagus al periodistea y a nuestros tres ca-
maradas por sus "crimenes" y su "sOmocCisuio".

En uno de sus apartes tal carta sugiere que péra el PST
de nada veldrén nuestras ex;licaciones. "No noS pasamos poT
siglos y siglos discutiendo e intercambiando insultos (...)
los revoluclonarios teremos, eL cUestiones como éstas,
procedimientos muy distintos". Y & rergldn seguido 1l& cértéa
abierta de Javier mMiénera lanze en fofme oblicua la siguiente
amenaza: "vo, los demfs compafieros (que aprendimos a m&nejar
algo més cue alfileres) prometemos pdblicamente que no les
dasremos bala en “anaguég (...) En lo que a nosotros respecta,
no les vemos & tocar un pelo” (a losS tres citados dirigentes
del TsR).

Tvidentemente con este tipo de frases y con el tipo de
caracterizeciones que la carta ebierta hace de nuestros cama-
rades ("gusanos", "trio de ca&nsllas sin honor", "son peores
ustedes oue los chighires con los cue meé tocd combatir", "gusa-
nos de l& misma calafic que Somoza", etc.) estdrn dando via libre
2 oue los miembros de lu brigsda S.mdr Bolifver o cel I'sT (c)
sacuen conclusiones violentas de ese texto y se lancen g
atacar fisicamente & los tres camaradsas del TI'SR.

Tor supuesto, las tensiones entre 1os miewbros del psl y del
TSR se estdr intensificando., Bl séb&do 28 de julio, nuestro cama-
rada Oscar Ternéndez, miembro del comité ejeutivo nacion&l del
TSR, quien habia ido el local central del PST a pagarles unos
libros, fue despedido del mismo local sin ser atendido, pues los
miembros del ISR "son eremigos de clase" del PST, sSegin declara-
cion de Eduardo Barregén, dirigente del IST.

mstos hechos nos hecen recordar los incidentes de Mexico en
1975-76, donde agentes del PST argentino instigaron una escicidn
de 1la Liga Socialista en 1la cuel incluyeron atacues fisicos
el 23 de enero de 1976 contra camarzdss de 1& Fraccidn Bolchevique
Teninista, con el apoyo y direccidn de los miembros del ST argen-

tino.



Hoy podrfamos estar ante el inicio de un nuevo cizlo de
violencis dentro del movimiento obrero propiciamdo por Nahuel
Moreno directemente contré miembros del TSR, con el consabido
dafio para l&a IV Internacion&l en su cornjunto. Per¢ lo de ahora
potencialmente puede ser més grave que lo de México en 1976. No
sdlo es sumemente explosivo el fector de la composicifn milite-
rista, aventurara e incontrolable polfticamente de 1l& llamada
brigada simén Bolivar, sino la calided de proclam&s publicés
cue Bl Socialista estd haciendo contra nosotros. Tampoc© sen
menos defline 1os conceptos sobre "terror roJjo" vertidos poT
vanhuel Moreno en su reciente texto de "democr&ci& revolucio-
naria del proletariado®.

®n folombia, como en muchos paises, exister antecedenNtes de

esesiretos de dirigentes de izgquigrdes, perpetrados por agentes
del régimen c&pitalista (el caso del abogado muoista Alfonso
Romero Ruj es el mé&s recieite) gque han gquedsdo en l& impunidad
gracias a les previas amernagss de las sectas polfticas contra
las victimas.
Bemos escritd ayer mismo unc declaracidn respondiendo lo

de la "carta abierta", Al mismo tiempo estamos pidiendo form&l-
mente l& convocatoria de la Comisién de Control de la Intern&c io-
nal pere cue investigue no solo estas corductes del PST aqui
resefiadas, sino los cs&rgos que se e stén levatando en este
pafs contra el rem, sobretodo en relacidn con l&é brigada Simén
nolfvar, lo cual afecta no solo & esa organiacién sino al
trotskismo en colombia,

®n principio estimamos que podriamos recoger el guante ali PST
llamendo a 1l& convocatoria de una comisidn obrera que invest igue
imparcialmente 108 cargos que Moreno y su gente hé&cen contra
dirigentes del TSR pare teFminar asi con ese sucio maniobreo de
la m™RT. M»ucho nos servirfa conocer tus opiniones al respecto,

rirslmente, queremos solicitarte que se incluy= en el itineré&rio
de reter hecia Terd una pasada por algunos dias a Bogotd para que
€1 persoralmente se empepe de lusituacidn y exemine con no8otros
la situacidén a seguir.
nuedamos a la espera de tus comentarios.

~.._______——-—-———"'_“
\ nordial abrazo
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Gus Forowitz
Internetionszl Office
SWTE

New York

Deer Gus,

Ricerdo Sancher asked me to write you a report on the recently concluded
centr~1 committee meeting of the PSR. The meet took plece the weekend of
July 20-22 in Zogotzs and included party trede union lezders ss well as the
regulsr cc members., The former had voice and a consultative vote.

It wes 2 pretty smooth 2ffair, democraticelly conducted. Although meny
criticsl opinions vere expressed on different zspects of the perty's work:
no significent disagreements over politicel line emerged. Quite the contrery,
2lmost 211 the votes were unanimous.

Politicelly the most important decision taken wes to raise and champion
the slogen for 2 I=bor Perty besed on the trsde unions. Although rszised in-
itielly in Combete Socielist last spring, the slogsn wss withdrawn due to
objections that it hadn't been voted 2t 2 previous Congress or cc meeting.
Although it was only a part of the overzll political report delivered by
Ricerdo Senchez it wes clearly the focus of the ensuing discussion. Both the
concrets siftustion in Colombies 2nd the theoreticel sspects of Sm¥mm this
slogen were discussed pretty thoroughly. The absense of 5 mess workers party
with euthority in the eyes of the working class, the continuing dominence,
politicelly, of the two bourgeois parties over the most impertent union fed-
erations 2nd over the class itself, the deepening redicslization of the work-
ing cless which is beginning to express itself in a2 more political fechion,
end the discussion which has alrezady begun, independently of us, in sonme
unions of the idees of labor candidates 2nd s lazbor party led the perty to
believe thet the lehor perty demend is kmxk objectively needed and should
get an increazsingly good responcse from our class in the period ahead. The
cc decided not to resise the slogan in a routine way, but to launch an 2l11l1-
perty effort to propsgandize and agitate eround it. Given the party's not
insignificent trede union base this could develope into 2 very ®® exciting
pBliticel cempeign worth keeping our eyes on for the internstionsl press.
The SWP's discussions with Trotsky and its experience with this slogen over
the decades were draswn upon heavily in the preparatory discussions before
the cc =nd during it. of

In its balance sheet im the four months since the 1last ce that wes pre-
sented to the cc several points zre worth making. From the party building
point of view the rost gi_nificant accompldshment is the regularization of
Ciémbete Seciclist. Fer severzl menths it had not appeared which severely
reterded the party's progress, both intern-1ly and externally. By March
the leadership had 2greed on the necessity to subsidize the periodicel
(2 mejor point of contention previously) and of the importante of bringing
it out at all costs. There was general agreement that it was quite good
in its political content and in its professional appearance.

Progress was 2lso reported in the opening of new perty locels in a

~ounber of areas anc¢ the regularization of functioning of party units in
the mejor cities. 2 very positive bzlance cheet was drawn of The perty's
leading role in the struggle to defend democratic rights (the Foro for
Human Rights, etc.) end in the fight for trade union unity (Centrs1 Unico).
The party's energetic, visible (as party members) and successful fight 2t
the CSTC (CP led federstion) Con.ress pointed to the growing trsde union
strength and influence of the PSR in the trace union movement.

The organizetionel report also included many self-criticisms on the
orgenizetional side of party building, to wit: the infreguent publication
of the internal bulletin, the poor communication between the netional of-
fice and the regional appzratus, the bad financial condition of the nationzl
apparatus, the collapse of the Organization Commission, and more.




2 specizl point in the report took note of the weakness of the Executive
Committee elected by the lacst cec. The EC lost a number of members due to re-
signetions from this body (but not the party) for z gemut of reessons, mostly
finencisl. This weskened the EX EC and led to the collapse of seversl com-
miscions., Fillirn, these geps witk new elections wss mede & centrel point or
teck of the cc.

Both the EC ler"ers and the cc lescders exprecssed numerous criticisms of
tre orgenirzetione) side.of perty building in the PSR 2nd there wees agreemert
or. the need to strengther the n=tional office team zrné its furctioning. FPert
of tkie, it wees egreed, was the need to strengthen the BogetakX regionzl. Un-
like other partiecs the Bogota region of the PSR is wéek reletive to the
regions and to the need for 2 strong bese for the netionel office. It was
2lso zgreed thet the first financial committiment of 211 the regions had to
be to xEmd the netional office 2nd not to their locel needs. £ high priority
wze put on bringirg out 2 reguler internzl bulleting, keeping up a steady
correspondence with the regionzsls, etc.

In 2 sepsrete financizl point some importent decisions were mesde. First,
the cc decided to 2bandon the ¥ (table) or "tex" system of party financimg
in fzvor of & two-tiered system quite similier to the SWP's, thet is, 2
minimum finencial obligetion for every member (dues) =2rnd = voluntery sustsiner,
It turred out, much to the surprise of seversl lesders opposed to the shift,
thet severel regions and a numberof finsncisl directors hed, in presctice,
aberdoned the set tax or % system es unreslistic znd unworkstle 2nd were only
using it ees 2 "guide". Part of phesing in the new system, it was ~greed,
would be mounting 2 campaign to profemwzionalize the perty bookkeeping at 21l
levels 2né ecducstion sround the politics of finencin, 2 revolutionery perty,
with deteiled explznstions of the national budget, the politicel motivetion
¥ehind eesch budget item, ete.

In edédition it wes decided to launch a "1lst Birthd-y" fund drive for
R350,000 pesos between now znd the m=xk Congress set for October. A decision
was also teken to mount 2 subscriptior drive for 50C new subscribers =t
"supporter prices” <f £300 pesos each for Combate.

An important report was given by the lezder of the PST who led the
"Tehdencis Unided de la IV Internztional". He reported on the politiczl besis
of the tendency anc the events leading up to its recent expulsion (7 in
totel). They are preparing docusments on the internsl life of the PST and
the Bodshevik Fection. He reported that the tendency still has supporters
in the PST. They ars going to fight for the reverssl of their expulsion but
have 1ittle hope in its eventuzlity.

The current dis fite with the PST was given ouite 2 bit of attentiorn, but
you'll be receiving a seperate letter on this and some very serious develop-
ments in this erea. The cc also pascse@ a position orn the use of marijuena,
prohibiting its use, for security reasons, by members.

These ere the high points of the cc. In general the party cc drew 2 poci-
tive belance sheet of its work, a positiveness zlso expressed in the high
morele evident 2t the cec and the enthusiasm expressed for the work zhead.

comrgdely,
*

b K.

enclosed: Political report, Tendency (PST) docuement, Organizetion cdocument.
cc: USec,

PS. I forgot one very important point. The cc discussed the world congmess
end decided to hold 2 PSR Congress in late October solely on intermes-
tional questions., The cc also set a schedule for the discussion and
débete of each of the 4 documerts being presented for-a vote. This dis-
cussion will be held in esch cell and in the regionel a2s z unit for
each document. 211 the documents are now szvailetle here, ir book form
from the PST and 2re being distributed to the bases.



CONTRA LA WSTRATWGIA DW LA INFAMIA

Ayer viernes 27 de julio en un acto del Comité Nacional de Solida-
ridad con Nicaragua real:wado en la Universidad INCA de Bogoté ¥y con la presi-
dencia de Ricardo Sinthez (PSR), Carlos Bula (Firmes), Luis Villar (Liberalismo
de Izquierda), Alejandro Gdmez (PCC) entre otros, fue fepartida una carta abler-
ta "A mis ex-amigos, los gisanos Ricardo Sénchezs Jaime Galarza y Ciro Roldén,
trfo de canallas sin honor" firmada por Javier Minera. Tal distribucidn fue
coordinada por Iuis Ci Valencia.

Con anterioridad el Socialista del 6 de julio publicd en términos
semejantes un libelo firmado por Kemel George.

De acuerdo a la propia carta de Javier Minera: "Pasé tres dfas en-
tre la vida y 1a merte" y contimia en reclusion hospitalaria. Ha lefdo el
artfeulo calumniador de Kemel George y en base a &1 se nos ataca de muevo,esta
vez comparandonos con los gusanos somocistas y haciéndonos responsables de
gravisimas acusaciones contra la drigada Simén Bolfvar, acusaciones que nunca
hemos hecho. (Ver Combate Socialista #12) Pero que a Javier Minera y ahora a
la opinion piblica se le quiere hacer creer que efectivamente somos enemigos
a quienes hay que llevar a un "tribunal revolucionario” y a los cuales; léase
blen que estamos copiando textualmentet "¥n ese sentido, les adelanto una pri<
mera garantfa (fundamental para ustedes, que SON COBARDES DR TIRMPO COMPL®TO)
yo, los demis compafieros (que aquf aprendimos a manejar algo mis que alfileres)
prometemos publicamente QUE NO LES DARWMOS BALA WN Nicaragua."

Estamos ante una estrategia de la infamia., Ante una provocacién
peligrosa en la que no se nos da bala porque somos cobardes. Y si no lo somos??
Ante este llamamiento publico a difamar a dirigentes del PiS.R., pero no solo
a difamar sino ademis a propiciar AGRRSION®S, el Partido Socialista Revoluciona=
rio llama a repudiar tales métodos y amenazas de las cuales hacemos respénsables
a Nahuel Moreno, Kemel George y Iuis C. Valencia+ Y agregamost los hacemos
desde ya responsables de cualquier agresign fisica a los camaradas Ricardo Sanchez,
Ciro Roldédn y Jaime Galarza. la experiencia histdrica ensefia que 16s cuerpos
secretos de la readcion suelen utilizar estos tipos de ataques para agredir o
eliminar a quienes son calumniados. También ensefia que jovenes sefbadisados
suelen descolgarse y hacer "justicia" por su cuenta.

LA VERDAD ¥S SIEMPR™ RWVOLUCIONARIA

Comité Rjecutivo Nacional
PARTIDO SOCIALISTA REVOLUCIONARIO

Bogotd, 28 de julio de 1979
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July 29, 197¢
Tets A pEmedag,
% Tyecutive Cormmittee 0f the Partidc Socieliste Revolucionerio
szt 7 owronirously or Saturday, July 28, to formelly recuest the rendirng
2L om Zir el Coraission to Colombie fo* the following ressons:
Ea B €7 of physicel asssults egeinst PSE lerders Ricerds
Gt o . G=l=zrzs end Ciroc Roldesn by ”erbezs of tke PEL cx prlize
“EE T w 27, the PST in Bogots tegrn distrituting = 3-prq.c
w2 _rr hed "_etter” (cee enclosed) cherging the 2bove nemed comrede:
g ToLv, ".uctrnos"™ and "Son ustedes peorers cue los chiguines (rr-e
Af #.: *he eoldiers of Somoza) con los cue me toco combatir" znd
SFlLLw TWT & rev:lutlon(ry tribuenel to try tlie three comredes. Tle
crmro=ss levele? zge2inest the comredeh, the context of the letter
SR L vre gsudey, dx our opinicn, lezd To ors of e @enperons
situ~tinns: ar ssseult by newer, inexperiencer members of the PET
ks g comrades, or, 2 police esceult 2gerinst the same com-
s 2 er 0of this freticidel politicel esesault of the PET.
The lette. eing circuleted botn to the rern¥ks of the FET =nd to
e swilie. was 00 G,

Capreeie

/

fe Ivririwotive 0of the denger of ezesault, the cherges reiced by the FET
#x . = gerious Tlow egeinst, not only the PSR, but the IV es 2 whole.
Rel-%éd o this incident is the esrlier leveling of similerly serious
ererpas Iv Uklic meetings and issues of El Socieliste ageinst thre
FEL., egwrers Tovor Cemejo gmd ageinst the IV s= 2 vholey echerpes of
"tetrzyrl" 4f the Nicersgusr revolution.

To Chrzges fro. outside the ranks of the IV zgz2inst the PCT, 2geiv of 2
serigns nest ure, lech threaten the good neme of trotskyism in the
vorkere! mc#eﬁenu, especielly with regerd to the revolution in
Licerzeus, Treve ere two sets of cherges. One involvers tre theft of
“T¥"elietic meteriels 2nd their alleged subsecuent use by e PST
iz El Sccirlicsts (see enclosed journelists' letter current being
cireuvlrted in the workers' movement and journelistic 01rcles in
Colomtiz). Tre other set of cherges involves the misuse of funds
collected in *the neme of the FSLN for the Simon Roliver Brigede or-
enized Tty the PST, Essentizlly, 2 bourgeois journslist, Velverde,
sccucel Netuel Noreno and the PST of diverting funds 1ntended for
tre Nicers_uer freedom fighters for their ovn use. (see srticles

enclosed)
Ve believe the immedieste intervention of the International, by mezns

of 2 Control Commission, or, if more approprizte, another body, to defuse
the current situestion with respect to the danger of assault is needed.
In sddition, we believe 2 thorough, impasrtiel investigetion of the charges

macde ?gsinst the PSR by the PST must be conducted and 2 report msde avail-
eble to the éntire trotskyist movement. With respeet to the second cate-
&gcry of ch9r5e° we gre not sure if 2 control commission is the response
TEETEE 0T not7¥We would like your opiniton on how—to proceed with recpect
to the cherges leveled asgainst the PST and the good name of trotgkyism.

compadel F==
(_'{;____y_,q,/; /—“E"/"L
//Ricerdo Sanchez
Executive Committee, PSR



