MINUTES OF UNITED SECRETARIAT MEETING
May 27-30, 1979

PRESENT: Adair, Aubin, Brewster, Claudio, Duret, FreJ, Jones,
Georges, Kurt, Manuel Marcel Melan, Otto, Riel, Roman,
Stateman, Susan, Walter

IEC PRESENT: Alfonso, Lachance, Nemo

GUESTS Allio, Bourgueil Greco, Jorge, Karl, Marla Mario, Peter,
Samuels -

Chairpersons: Stateman,‘Bourgueil, Adair

AGENDA:

1. Bureau reports

2., Germany

30 Britain

4, Czechoslovakia

5. Colombia

6. Bolivia

7« Peru
-8, Mexico

9, ‘Canada

10, European Election Campaign
11, VWorld Congress Preparations

1. Bureau reports

a, Dates of next United Secretariat meeting

Stateman reported on proposal that the dates of the next Uni-
ted Secretariat meeting be changed from July 12-15 to July 2-5,
Given that vacations begin in July, and other scheduling probhlems,
this would permit a more representative attendance. The agenda

of this meeting would include important points on the preparations

-of the world congress, a balance sheet of the European Election

campaign, and relatlons with the OCRFI, among other items,
AGREED

b. Antinuclear work

Duret reported that a common leaflet of the Fourth Interna-
tional was sent to sections for distribution at the international

antinuclear demonstrations scheduled for the June 2-4 weekend;
that comrades responsible for coordination of antinuclear work

in collaboration with the Bureau, are preparing a draft resolu-

tion on the antinuclear movement which will be presented to the
September neeting of the United Secretariat.

c. Olympic games

Georges reported on the proposals contained in the April 25,
1979, circular concerning the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow, which
was sent by the Bureau to all :ctions and sympathizing organiza-
tions,
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Motion from the Bureau

 The United Secretariat is opposed to calling for a boycott
of the 1980 Moscow Olympic Games, and is opposed to participa-
tion in committees organized to carry out such a boycott. _

a., It is incorrect to call for a boycott of the games by the
capitalist states, which could only be interpreted as an act hos-
tile to the workers state by imperialism.

b. It is tactically wrong to call on the spectators and indi-
vidual athletes to boycott the games, as outlined in the April
25, 1979, letter from the Bureau to all sections and sympathiz-
ing organizations.

c. The United Secretariat approves the proposal contained in
the Bureau letter to explore the possibilities of organizing acti-
vities along the lines of the call issued by Dutschke, Moneta, et al,

Vote on Bureau motion:

For: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret,
Frej, Jones Lachance, Manuel, Maria, Nemo, Otto, Riel, Roman,
Stateman, Svsan, Walter .
AEainSt Greco
stentions: none

Not Voting: none

-

Statement by Nemo: e e

- .-.I vote for the motion, in agreement with the position of
struggle ageinst. boycott initiatives and rejection of participa-
tion in organlzatlons of thls type.

However, I dlsagree with the reference made in point (b) to
the arguments used in the previous letter of the United Secretariat
Bureau, arguments which seem to me to be confused and eclectic
in regard to the main questlon

As is indicated in the draft "World Political Resolution,"
the Fourth International--which tirelessly defends the  rights of
the Soviet masses against the bureaucracy-—flghts against any
initiative that claims to be carrying out this struggle.by. look-
ing to bourgeois governments to defend democratlc liberties in
the USSR, :

This principle corresPonds to the elementary requiremente of
independence of the struggle of the proletariat and defense of
the gains of the workers and the workers states against pressures
of all kinds--including the pseudo- "democratic" pressures of im-
perialism, UL

: From this point of view, whatever might be the antibureau—
cratic intentions of some of its promoters, the call for a boycott
of the Olympic Games in Moscow is not only an ineffective tactic
but an initiative that contradicts this elementary principle. In
fact the concrete content of a mass campaign on this theme could
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_only be to make pressure on bourgeois governments that they not
send athletic delegations to MBcow and that they organize the

gamesg in another country--a& bourgeois country--with a "more demo-

cratic" reputation., This leads in effect to placing ourselves in

the framework of the imperialist policy of putting presaure

~on the USSR. - e

: AGREED to attach to the minutes the motion adopted by the
French TCR Central Ccmmlttee concerning the Olympic Games. (See
Attachment A.) - :

d. "Fourth Internationgfﬂﬁendency (rex)n

" Duret reported on the formation of the "Fourth Internationahst
Tendency, " composed of the POR (Lora) of Bolivia, Politica Ob-
rera (Argentina), the Committee of Liaison of Trotskylsts of
Chile, the OTI of Peru, the Trotskyist Tendency of Brazil, and
Politica Obrera of Venezuela., This formation describes itself as
“independent of both the United Secretariat of the Fourth Inter-
national and the OCRFI, characterizing the Fourth International

forces . ., obstacle to the construction of a Trotskyist
Fourth International.

e, Portuguese abortion case

- Jorge reported on the coming trial of Maria Antonia Palls,
v1ce-presiHen§ oI the journalists union of Portugal, who has baen
placed on trial for having collaborated in produclng a televi- ’
sion program on abortion.

AGREED that the sections and sympathizing organizations
should respond as quickly as possible with solidarity initiatives,
Information concerning the case Wlll be made available to the

sections by the Bureau.

f. E1 Salvador

Marla reported on efforts by the Bureau to step up its com-
munications and collaboration with the organizations supporting
the Fourth International in El Salvador, the GSI and the LOR.

g. Africa Commission

Duret reported on the proposal of the African Commission, in
agreement with the leadership of the Belgian section, to add Com-
rade Peters of the Belgian LRT as a member of the commission.

AGREED

h. Meeting,of Chilean exlle comrades

Maria reported that the Bureau is organizing a meeting of
Chilean comrades in exile., This meeting will discuss the present.
situation in Chile, Chilean solidarity work, and the possibilities.
for unification of the three Chilean organlzations that support
the Fourth International, the PSR (official section), the Liga
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Comunista, and the Izquierda Soclallsta (formerly Fraccion Dissi-
dente del MIR). : SO

i. OCRFI

Bourgueil reported on three discussions that have taken place
since The last United Secretariat meeting between delegatjons of
the OCRFI and the United Secretariat Bureau concerning the draft
world political resolution for the coming world congress, analysms
of the trade unions, and the situation in Southeast -Asid.”

The report also dealt with-developments inside the OCI in -
France leading up to the special congress of the OCI that took
v;place May 2427, _

The Bureau dld not yet sendout the circular concerning rela-
tions with the OCRFI that was proposed in the motion adopted at .
the last United Secretariat: meetlng because of the fast-moving. de-
velopmentse preceeding the'OCI congress. The Bureau will now send
this circular as quickly as p0351ble, including information on
the debates taking place within the OCI.

2. Germany

Walter reported on the situation in the GIM (German section)
prior to 1ts national’ congress scheduled for June 9-10, and on
the draft resolution prepared by the Parity Commission of the GIM
in collaboration with the delegation of the United Secretariat
that has participated in the Parity Commission established after
the previous GIM congress in December 1978. (For a translation of
this resolution, Bee Attachment B.) i-__i.

Rurt presented a counterreport in opposition to the line of
the dralt resolution of the Farit? Commission.

Discussion

Motion by Jones:

The United Secretariat has heard a report from the delega-
tion, decided by the United Secretariat, that attended meetings .
and participated in the work of the Parity Commission of the Ger-
man section, All reports agree that there has been a 31tuat10n of
extreme crlsls 1n the section. ' - : :

On the basis of thls report the United Secretarlat believes
that two lines need urgently to.be adopted by the German section.

(1) All evidence shows the need of a turn by the GIM in. .- .
the direction of the trade unions and industry. Despite the rela-
tive strength of the West German economy compared to the other
imperlalist powers it is moving towards another recession; there
have in the last period been the beginning of new struggles by _
the West German working class; no serious evidence is presented
of major areas of growth; outS1de the trade unions. Without
adopting a turn in the direction of industry and the trade unions



United Secretariat minutes -5~ ' May 27-30, 1979

the GIM will be outside the key develoPments in West Germany and
not - able to overcome its crlsls. 5 ,

_The documedt drafted by the Parity Commission, taken'as a
text solelz pn this point, can provide a basis of this turn.

(2) Where the draft of the Parity Commission is in serlous
error, however, is in not taking up the issue of the SPD.

- The Unlted Secretariat holds that the incorrect analysis of
the SPD adopted by the section in West Germany has grave conse-
quences, not only for political positions but for the practical

Work of the GIM

 The view that the SPD has become a party of the bourgeoisie,
but that the majority of the German working class has neither
. broken from this party nor vigorously fought this tramsformation
entails necessarily the view that the West German working class
has -suffered an enormous setback, both at the level of organi-
zation and even more catastrophlcally at the level of political

consciousness,

This incorrect view has clear political conclusions. It
means the political organization and consciousness of the West
German working class musSt essentially be rebuilt from the base
upwards. Given the grave collapse in political consciousness in-
volved in such an apalysis, it leads to the conclusion that it
is likely for a considerable period the working class would be
primarily only capable of responding on elementary economic de-
mands and therefore it creates a serious economist deviation in
our work, Furthermore, it is obvious that the total rebuilding
of the political consciousness and organization of the West German
working class would inevitably only start initially on a local-
ized and fragmented basis., ©Such a perspective tends strongly to
playing down the importance of central political campaigns, of a
strong regular political newspaper of the section , and the impor-
tance of building a strong leadership and professional staff, etc.
Errors on these positions are therefore not isolated, organlza—
tional questions but completely linked with the wrong analy31s
of the SPD.

It is also false to believe that simply by putting comrades
~into industry, vital as this is for other. reasons, will by itself
correct the line on the SPD, If the SPD were in opposition, it
is true, a turn into industry and the trade unions would produce
a strong pressure to correct ultraleft views on the SPD. This is
not the case, however, when the: 'SPD is in the government on its
present line, It is a general. phenomenon that when there are
right-wing Social Democratic parties in the government this pro-
duces a tendency to ultraleftist, eéconomist tendencies, even among
leyers of militant workers. The reasons for this are obvious--any
group of workers going into struggle meets head-on as a central
enemy the policies of the Social Democratic government, Therefore
in the present situation, & turn into industry and the trade
unions can actually increase ultraleftist and therefore in the
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present situation economist and localist pressures on the orgdn-
ization, These pressures do not constitute an argument against
the turn into industry and the trade unions by the GIM. What the
pressures produced by the objective situation show, however, is
the fact that a turn to industry and the trade unions must be ac-
companied now by a fight to adopt the correct position on the SPD.
It is the task of the United Secretariat and of the delegation
to the GIM conference to present its position 6n both the turn to
industry and the SPD, Even if initially its position on these
two questions would only be supported by a small number of com-
rades inside the GIM.

For this reason the Uhlted Secretarlat cannot support the
draft drawn up by the Parity Commission. By deallng only with the
question of the turn into industry and the trade unions and tak-
ing no position on the SPD, it cannot in fact provide a coherent
framework feor the activity of the section, and any bloc it creates
inside the GIM will come apart at the flrst serious test, This
will be in a situation where there is a grave danger of demora14
izing comrades both in the bloc and outside it by the results of
this operation.,

Instead of this type of manouvering, the only correct course
for the United Secretariat is to openly and frankly state its po-
gition to the German section. It is of course for the congress
of the GIM to decide whether it accepts this position or not, or
merely passes a position on a turn to 1ndustry and the trade
unions but takes no position on the SPD. The United Secretariat
can only declde on its own line of intervention and not that of
the GIM.  The United Secretariat can, however, fight for the cor-
rect 11ne ;

For that reason the United Secretarlat proposes to the German
section: : _

(1) To urge the GIM to postpone the congress to allow further
debate on the documents presented to 1t

(2) To urge the necessity to 1ntegrate all currents in the
organlzatlon in the 1eadership and that the majority must take
the prime re3ponsib111ty in fighting for this,

(3) That all minorities should see it as their duty to partl-
cipate in leadershlp bodles at every level of the organlzatlon.

(4) To support a turn into industry and the trade unions
as the priority of the organlzatlon.

(5) To characterlze the SPD as a bourgeois workers party, to
call for a vote for it in the election, and to call for, an SPD | .
government. To propose to add a section to the Parlty'Commlssionb‘

document on this,

(6) To p01nt out the great importance of malntainlng a fort-
nightly paper and a strong, central, full-time staff,
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(7) To clarify the section of the Barity Commission document
on women's oppression in the light of the discussion at this meeting.

Motion from the Bureau:

The United Secretariat has heard a report from the United
Secretariat delegation that attended meetings and participated in
the work of the Parity Commission of the German section (GIM),
The Parity Commission was open to all the tendencies and groupings
in the section, The United Secretariat has also heard reports
from representatlves of the Parity Commission, as well as from
Comrade Kurt, who has withdrawn from the Parity Commlssion.

All reports agree that there has been a situation of extreme
crisis in the section.

In order to give more time to try to reach agreement on a
common document, the Parity Commission proposed--and the leader-
ship body of the section accepted--to postpone the convention
originally scheduled for Easter to June 9-10.

The United Secretariat notes that the Parity Commission has
agreed on a draft document for the June 9-10 convention. This"
agreement cuts across old tendency line-ups.

The axis of this document is to implement a turn by the organ-
ization to implant itself in the industrial working class,-out-
lining the main lines of trade-union work as well as certain cen-
tral political campaigns for .the organlzatlon. The United Secre-
tariat agrees that carrying out such a turn is decisive to over-~
coming the crisis and mralysis of the overall activity of the
section. It accepts the conviction of the United Secretariat del-
egation and the Parity Commission members that if this perspective
is adopted at the June 9-10 convention and carried out by the
leadership, this will provide a framework for the opening of a

discussion on other political questions--such as all the questions
niated‘tO“our line toward the German Social Democracy (SPD)=--on

which there have been sharp differences in the past in the sec-
tion~--and that without this framework this necessary discusdion will
not move forward because of the organizational, political, and
leadership crisis, Carrying through this turn will help make this
political discussion more concrete. The reporters from the Parity
Commission to the United Secretariat have affirmed the necessity
of opening an organlzed discussion on these political questions,
which are llsted in the draft document. :

- " The Uhited Secretariat delegation to the June 9-10 convention
of the GIM will express its position on the questions of the Ger-
man Social Democracy, of the role and importance of & regular (at
least fortnightly) political newspaper of the section, of the im-
portance of building a strong leadership and professional staff,
along the lines of the draft resolution: "The Crisis of Capltallst
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Europe and the Tasks of the Fourth International." The United Sec-

retariat delegation will also stress the importance of adopting cor-
~'rect positions on these questions in order to successfully carry ait

the turn to implant the organization in industry.

The United Secretariat delegatlon Wlll propose to clarlfy the
section of the document concerning women in the light ‘of the discussion
at this meeting, which the representatives of the Parlty Commission

agreed was necessary.

’ The United Secretariat calls on all tendencies in the GIM to par-
ticipate in the dally leadership following the convention to help imple-
ment the turn and to prepare the political discussion. necessary to

carry it through successfully, opening a new stage for the organization.

Vote on Jones motion:

For: Jones, Nemo

IE—lnst Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Frej,
achance, Manuel, Maria Melan, Riel, Stateman, Susan, Walter

Abstentioms Greco L

Not Voting: Roman

DEFEATED

Vote on Bureau motion:

For: -Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Prej,
Lachance, Manuel Maria, Melan, Riel, Stateman, Susan, "Walter

Abstentions: Greco

.Not Voting: Roman
Igainsfz.ﬁemo Jones
? CARRTED

Motion by the Bureau: - P

In response to the request of Comrade Karl (GIM) of the Parity
Commission, the United Secretariat delegation will discuss with the
leadership of the Swiss section the availability of Comrade Karl (LMR)
to continue in the next period to work with the GIM leadership.

Vote on above motion:

For: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Frej,
Jones Lachance, Manuel, Maria, . Nemo, Rlel Stateman,
Susan, Walter :

Against: none
I%sEenEions Melqn, Greco
Not Voting: Roman

CARRIED
Motion by the Bureau : ,
The United Secretarlat will discuss with the leadership of . the

British section the availability of Comrade Jones to function as part
of the United Secretariat delegatlon to the GIM in the next period.

Vote on above motion. :
For Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgudl, Duret, Frej, Jones,
' Lachance -Manuel, Maria, Melan Nemo, Riel, Stateman, Susan,
. Walter ... - o
A§ainst Claudio
stentions: Greco
Not Voting: Roman

CARRIED
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Motion by the Bureau:

. That the United Secretariat delegation to the GIM convention is:
Duret, Stateman, Karl (LMR), Susan, and Jones.
Vote on above motion:

For: Adair, Alfonso Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Frej
Jones Lachance Manuel, Maria, Melan, Nemo, Riel Stateman,
Susan, Walter

Against: none
K%sfenfions: Greco

Not Voting: Roman

CARRIED

Motion by the Bureau'

To make avallable to the GIM for internal publication the minutes
of this United Secretariat meeting and previous meetings relevant to
this situation, and propose to the GIM that they be so .published..

Vote on above motlon
For: Adair, Alfonso Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Frej,
Greco, Jones, Lachance Manuel, Maria, Melan, Nemo, R1e1 State-
man, Susan, Walter:
Aﬁainsts none
stentions: none

Not Voting: Roman

CARRIED
Motion by Jones:

To translate and circulate the text submitted by the Parity
Commission, Cde, Winnie, and any other line documents on central or-
ientation submitted to the vote, To place West Germany on the agenda
of the next United Secretariat meeting and to invite representatives
of all tendencies in the GIM leadership to the meeting.

Vote on above motion:
. Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret, Frej,
Greco, Jones, Lachance, Manuel Maria, Melan, Nemo, Rlel
-~ Stateman, Susan, Walter
AEalnst none
-Abstentions: none

Not Voting: Roman

CARRIED

Motion by Jones:

To vote on the document prepared by the Parity Commission based
on a draft prepared by the United Secretariat delegation. '

Vote on above motion:

For: Jones
ainst: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourguell Claudio, Duret,
rej, Lachance, Manuel Maria, Riel, Stateman Susan, walter
Abstentlons Greco, Melan, Nemo
Roman

DEFEATED
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Statement by Jones:

The refusal of the United Secretariat to vote on the Parity
Commission document constitutes a real manouver., Every single mem-
ber of the GIM will understand the intervention of the United Secre-~
tariat delegation as supporting the document produced by the Parity
- Commission and of attempting to create a new leadershlp of the GIM
on the basis of this document. ,

The United Secretariat of course has the right to intervene to
attempt to persuade the GIM to adopt such a position. But if it does
so it must do so openly and honestly--by a clear and open vote on.the
line & the document, The situation whereby the United Secretariat
in fact intervenes for a document, and even de facto endorses the for-
mation of a leadership on its basis, but refuses to openly vote on
and endorse the line of the document is unacceptable. -1t objective-~

?V‘ly constitutes a manouver.

Statement bz Stateman and Wdbter:

The charge made by Comrade Jones that the majority of the Un~-
ited Secretariat is carrying out a manouver by not voting on the GIM
~Parity Commission document is irresponsible. The motion adopted by
- the United Secretariat makes its pOSltlon on the parity Commission
document crystal clear,

First of all, the United Secretariat as a whole is not able to
take positions on a series of campaigns, etc., contained in the doc-
ument.,  Moreover, it would be wrong to adopt the document as a United
Secretariat resolution; it-is better that this document, which is a
document of the maaority of the leadership of the German section, be
so presented for discussion, modification, and adoption at the GIM
convention, and not as a United Secretariat document. .

L Concernlng the central axis of the document, to make a turn to
implant the organization in industry, the United Secretariat motion
makes it clear that the United Secretariat agrees with ‘this axis ‘of
the document, There is no cover-up or manouver on thls score.. - -

: Concerning the procedure of how best to proceed with the neces-
sary political discussion in the GIM .on such questions as the nature
of and tactics toward the Social Democracy, the United Secretariat
accepts the judgement of the members of the Parity Commission and of
the Ehited Secretariat delegation. They tell us of an extreme crisis
in the section, with a danger of disintegration. It is their judge-
ment that the best way to proceed is to take up the question of the
turn at this upcoming convention, and on this basis proceed to the
discussion of the other important questions. One factor in accept-
ing this judgement is that the question of a turn to implanting the
organization in industry has been one of the issues of sharp contention
in the section., The fact that there is now majority agreement in
the leadership of the section on this question represents an impor-
tant step forward. Another factor in our accepting this judgement
is the breadth of both the United Secretariat delegation and the Par-
ity Commission, both of which agree on the best way to proceed, given
the nature of the crisis., Comrade Jones disagrees with their judge-
uwent, while the majority of the United Secretariat has decided to
accept it. That constitutes a political difference but not a manouver
by either Comrade Jones or the majority of the United Secretariat,

The United Secretariat motion makes clear that it will defend
its positions on the Social D¢mocracy, the need for a regular poli-
tical newspaper, and strong leadership and professional staff, etc.,
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as part and parcel of the turn; it.stresses that a correct position
on these questions will largely determine the success of the turn,

The United Secretariat delegation did not proceed by simply .
writing down the positions of the United Secretariat on the issues in
dispute in the GIM, to be presented ‘to ‘the GIM convention. The posi-~
tions of the Uhite&'secnetariat majority on these questions are already
contained in the draft resolution submitted to the World Congress,
"The Crisis of Capitalist Europe and the Tasks of the Fourth Interns-
tional." Rather, the delegation proceeded by attempting to bring to-
gether all tendencies in the GIM to discuss the crisis snd see if a
way forward could be found. It worked with those comrades who agreed
with this approach~--a majority of the leadership--to help them prepare
their own resolution, We think this was a good way to proceed.

, Finally, Comrade Jones is off base when he charges that the
Uhited Secretariat is trying to "create a new leadership" of the GIM.
As its motion makes clear, the United Secretariat majority is of the
opinion that all the tendencies should pitch in to the work of the
section following the convention, including in the daily leadership,
and the United Secretariat delegation to the GIM convention will work
to achieve this, - .

Statement px:Roman:

: ~ The reason I did not participate in the vote on the resolutions
concerning the situation in West Germany is that I was absent from
the United Secretariat meeting during the discussion on this subject,

%, Britain

Jones reported on the results of the general elections and the
orientation ol the IMG. (See Attachment C for resolution of Poli-
tical Committee of the IMG.) '

Discusgion - :

4, Czechoslovakia

ggprgesfrg¥9rted on recent repression in Czechoslovakia (see
June 1 circuler Trom the Bureau to all sections and sympathizing
organizations)., =

AGREED to begin an international campaign in defense of Petr
Uhl, Sabata, and the other arrested leaders of Charter 77.

5. Colombia

Maria reported on proposal from the Bureau for an international
campaign of SOEEEErity,against the rise of repression in Colombia,

and in particular to organize protest actions around the time of
Colombian President Turbay's trip to Europe in mid-Jdune.

AGREED

Maria reported on positions taken by the PSR and the PST in
regard” to the struggle against repression and the new labor law -
adopted by the Colombian government last year (see Attachment D
for "Open Letter" from Comrade Libardo Gonzalez, and articles from

- o , the PSR
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and PST neWSpapers concerning the new 1abor law).

Motion b Mblan Having taken note of the open letter of Comrade
TTbardo puBIisEed in the newspaper Combate Socialista, the United
Secretariat thinks it. appropriate t0 0 n PST for .
clarification on this matter prior to June 25, 1979 (before the
next UnitedASecretarlat meetlng).

CARRIED UNANTMOUSLY

6.‘Bolivie' g

o Maria reported on developments leadlng up to the natlonal cong~ -
ress of the CBB and the national elections scheduled for early

July, as well as on the letter sent by the Bureau to Vanguardia o
Obrera and to the Bolivian section urging a joint election campaign
by the forces a33001ated with the FROC and the Vanguardia Obrera.

z Peru

Riel reported on the politlcal situation in Peru in relation
to the coming elections to a national parliament, and on the dis-
cussions taking place inside the Peruvian organlzations of the
Fourth International (PRT and PST).and of the OCRFI (POMR) on their
1nterventlon in the current Sltuatién.

R

When the Constltuent Assembly is dlssolved at the end of = .
July, Comrade Hugo Blanco will lose the element of protection ..o ...
that is provided by his membership in that body.. Given the sPecial
financlel needs to -guarantee the.security of Comrade- ‘Blanco, ‘&8 well-
as to’ part101pate in the coming election campaign (in which Com- - -
rade Blanco will probably run for president), the PRT has requested .
that a tour be organized for Comrade Blanco to seveml major cities -
in Europe and North America to raise money for these purposes.

The PRT. also requests that.the United Secretariat send a del-
egation to Peru in the near future} together: with a delegation of

the OCRFI, to aid in the process of fusion discussions between
the PRT, PST ~and POMR.

. o AGREED
8. Mexico SR

Alfonso reported on special congress of. the Mexican PRT. at
the end of ~‘pr1 ecide on tactics in the comlng elections,

Discussion

9, Canada

Samuels reported for the maaorlty viewp01nt in.the Canadlan .
section concerning the debates that took place at the national
convention of the RWL/IOR in Aprili “The issues under discussion
included the strategic framework of ‘the’Canadian revolution, the
role of the Quebec national question, tactics toward the New Demo-
cratic Party, and the turn of the section toward implanting itself
in the industrial working class,
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..~ Lachance reported from the viewp01nt of the largest minority
tendency at %he congress.

. (See Attachment ¥ for summaries of positions of Tenden01es
1. (also called Tendency. for a Proletarian Turn) 3, and 4 on the
strategic framework of the Canadian revolution (Tendencies 2,5,

and 6 did not adopt positiona on this question), as published in

the April 12, 1979, 1ssuo of the LOR newspaper Lutte Ouvriere )

Discussion

AGREED to refer to the Bureau how best to collaborate with the Can-
adian comrades in discussing what" p031t10n to take in the coming
referendum on the question of Quebec's relation to the Canadian
federal state,

10 European Electlon Campaign

Bour ueil reported on the Euro ean assembly of the Fourth :
International EeIg in Turin May 19- Aubin reported on the joint
campaign in France between the LCR (FrencE section) and Lutte
Quvriére. Brewster reported on the campaigns of Tariq Ali in
England and Bernadette Devlin McAllskey in Ireland (which is sup-
ported by our comrades of People's Democracy).

(See Attachment E for correction to minutes of March 31-
April 4, 1979, United Seoretam.at meet:.ng concernixg Ireland and

the European elections.)

1l. World Congress Preparations
a, Dates

Duret prqposed for the Bureau that the dates for the WOrld
Congress be set for November 6- 15.

AGREED

b. Flnances

Duret - reported that prec1se financial quotas and proposals
- will Be presented to the next United Secretariat meeting, when
the Bureau will have more precise 1nformatlon on the exact costs

of travel and accommodations.

AGREED

c. Basis of representation

Motion bz,the Bufeau:

Since the last World Congress there has been a significant
increase in the number of countries where there are groups adher-
ing to the Fourth International, as well as growth in the sections,
While this growth is reflected in an increase in the budgets of
the International and of the sections and sympathizing organiza-
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. tions, the overall financial situation is such that it is. impera-
tive to hold down the costs of the upcoming World Congress as
much as possible, In addition, the United Secretariat believes
it is politically important to hold a meeting of the IEC approxi-
mately one year after the World Congress. This IEC will also be
expensive to organize, R

To hold down costs, it is necessary to raise the ratio of the
number of members to the number of delegates for each section or
sympathizing organization compared to the last World Congress, when
it was fifty to one delegate. At the same time, it is important
to guarantee the representation of smaller sections and sympathiz-
'ing organizations, The following motion would mean that the World
Congress would be about the same size as the previous one. _

Motion: 1) That the number of delegates each section or
sympathizing organization is entitled to shall be based on the num~
ber of full members--i.e,, members with the right to vote--of ‘the
section or sympathizing organlzation at the time o S convention
at which the votes are taken on the documents before the World
‘Congress,

2) That the number of delegates assigned each section or sym-
-pathizing organization be as follows: a) For sections or sympa-
thizing organizations of less than 1,000 full members, there be
one delegate for each 100 full members or major fraction thereof
(50 constituting a major fraction). All sections or sympathizing
organizations of less than 100 members are entitled to one dele=
gate. b) For sections or sympathizing organizations of more than
1,000 full members, there be one delegate for each 150 full members,
Such delegates Wlll have on& ‘and one-half votes.

3) In the case of conflicting politlcal p081tions ‘as defined
by votes for conflicting resolutions, the section or sympathizing
organization's delegates will be apportloned according to the
ratio of votes. for the conflictlng positions. - .

4) In the case of sections or sympath1z1ng organizatlons en-
titled to one delegate where there is a political division along
roughly equal lines, the section or sympathizing organization may
wish to propose that more than one delegate be elected with frac-
tional votes, to represent the different positions., Or, a sec-
tion may flné it necessary to send less than its full allotment of
delegates, and may request that its delegates be allowed to repre-
sent  more than one vote each. 'In thése and other similar cases,
the United Secretariat will make recommendations to the World
Congress,

5) The World Congress will decide on the status of organiza-
tions presently sympathizing organizations and the status of their
votes, The United Secretariat will make recommendatlons on thls‘
point to the World Congress. _ R S

Amendment by Greco: Add the following to point 3:

Members of the International who wish to propose or vote for
candidates for delegate to the Werd Congress as 1nd1viduals can'
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do so. . The delegation of the section should include such candi-
dates in proportion to the votes that they receive 1nd1vidually.

e

Vote on Greco amendment ; ~~.g'

For: Greco
Against: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudlo Duret,
Eachance, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto, Riel, Roman, Stateman,

~ " Susan, Walter
Abstentions: none
Not Voting: none

DEFEATED

Vote on Bureau motion:

‘For: Adair, Alfonso, Alllo, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret,
Lachance, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto, R1e1 Roman, Stateman,

Susan, Walter

Against: none
IEsEenEions: Greco

Not Voting: none

CARRIED

Motions by Greco:

iMotion.No. 1:

l. The United Secretariat authorizes the Parity Commission to
investigate the financial books of all sections and sympathizing
organizations of the Fourth International as well as to attend all
meetings of cells or whatever might be the basic unit of the organ-
ization in order to verify the true number of real memberg=+that
is, ‘those who pay dues, regularly attend meetings, regularly sell
the press, and regularly carry out the tasks progected by their
party un1ts-~1n view of the coming World Congress.

2. The Parlty Comm1331on is obliged to carry out such a ver-
ification process in any organization of the Fourth International on
the request of any part of the International.

3. Any organization of the International that refuses to _open
its books and/or meetings to examination by the Parity Commission
will be automatically suspected of fraud and their delegation auto-
matically not recognized at the World Congress.

Motion No. 2

The United Secretariat recommends to the mandates commission of
the Eleventh World Congress, and to the Congress as a whole, that
the following criteria be adopted to guarantee a representation
that corresponds to the reality of the sections and sympathizing
organizations:

1. Any section or sympathizing group living in a situation of
legality which does not publish a weekly paper regularly for the
nine months preceding the World Congress (with the sole exception
of vacation periods, during which a suspension of no more than one
month is acceptables will not be recognized, under any circumstances,
as having more than 200 members.
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2. Any section or sympathizing group working under full legal-
ity will be recognized as having a maximum membership equal to the
number of political full-timers that the section or sympathizing
organization has nine months before the World Congress multiplied
by 40. This number of full-timers should include only political
full-timers, that is, those paid by the party to carry out poli-

" tical leadership tasks; thus the employees paid by the party to
1wo§k in various parts of the apparatus would be excluded from thi
category. ‘

Vote on Greco motion No. 1:

For: Greco -
Against: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret,
. - Lachance, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto, Riel, Roman, Stateman,
. rSusan, Walter : v
Abstentions: none o
Not Voting: none L ek

Vote on Greco motion No, 2:

For: Greco S :
Kgainst: Adair, Alfonso, Allio, Aubin, Bourgueil, Claudio, Duret,
achance, Manuel, Maria, Melan, Otto, Riel, Roman, Stateman,
Susan, Walter
Abstentions:none
Not Voting: none

DEFEATED

Proposal by the Bureau that all motions regarding the agenda of
the World %ongress‘be referred to the next United Secretariat meet-

ing, when a proposal will be presented by the Bureau, and that all
proposals concerning recommendations to the congress on criteria
for recognizing sections and sympathizing organizations be referred
.to the United Secretariat meeting of September. .

AGREED

Meeting adjourned
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ATTACHMENT A

.Resolutlon of the Central Committee of theFrench LCR on the Moscow
jOlymplc Games (tranSIétlon7

1. The organlzatlon of the 1980 Olympic Games in Moscow pro-
vides an opportunity for a massive intervention to denounce the
crimes of the Stalinist bureaupracy and repression in the USSR
and the "people!s democracies;" as well as to make known the exis-
tence of currents in opp051tlon to the regimes in these countries
and to encourage contacts between them and the workers movement
in the West in order to sensitize the mass of workers to the de-

fense of workers democracy and socialism.

It will also provide an occasion to denounce the hypocrisy
of Carter's policy on human rights and in general the real vio-
lations of democratic liberties in all of the countries parti-
cipating in the Olympic Games,

2 The Kremlin bureaucracy 1s organizing these olymplc games
to try to bolster its prestige and consolidate its relations with
the imperialist states in the framework of "peaceful coex1stence."

,The alm,of our 1ntevention in relatlon to the Moscow Olymplc
Games should be to assure that there is no letup in the denun-
ciation of the crimes of this regime. At the sam time we must
dissociate our campaign from anticommunists who are ready to
fight repression carried out by Moscow but not to denounce repres-—
sion in the case of Chlle or the Shah of Iran.

3. The massive entry of Olymplc Games spectators into the
USSR and the coverage this will receive in the press throughout
the world will provide an exceptional opportunity to denounce
the bureaucratic betrayal of socialism., This denunciation will
be most effective if it contributes to turning the workers move-
ment against the Stalinist regime, to promoting ties between the
workers movement and eppositionists in the USSR and the "people's
‘democrac1es_V and to express, on the spot in Moscow, the solidar-~
ity of the workers movement in the struggle for democratic, trade-
union, and political liberties and for workers democracy in the
bureaucratized workers states,

4, The boycott of the Olympic Games is not in itself a boy-
cott of the noncapitalist foundations of the USSR which we defend
unconditionally against. all attacks by reactlonary forces, Thus,
our position on ‘such a boycott is a tactic and could change in a
different context (for example, in the case of a Soviet interven-
tion in Poland). While it is correct to utilize the Olympic
Games in Moscow as the focus of the campaign, a boycott of the Games
is not the most -effective way to denounce the Soviet bureaucracy
and to .bring internationalist support to the workers of the Soviet
Union and to the opponents of the bureaucratic regime. In fact,

a campaign to boycott the Olympic Games contains many llmitatlons
and political traps:

~-the limits: The boycott cannot take advantage of the parti-
_cular conditions. stemming from the ties which the USSR has with
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the Western workers movements To decide the best forms of action,
it is important to begin from the fact that organizations linked
to this workers movement will send thousands of young people and
“workers to thé USSR: "we neéd to bring into the Soviet Union itself
information on, and positions taken by, the workers organizations;
when people return, to organize debates and the adoption of posi-
tions on the repression in countries that claim to be socialist;-
to propose workers commissions  of inquiry, etc. It is a matter-

- .of taking advantage of the relative "opening-up" which the Soviet
bureaucracy seems ready to accept during these games so that we -
can turn it into a political weapon against the bureaucracy (even
if there is a chance that, fearing the development of the campaign
the bureaucracy will organize tight police contfrols of its borderss.
But in that case the point will have been made even more strongly
the the bureaucracy itself will have been forced to hold the games
behlnd closed doors, contrary to its initial plans.

the political pitfalls: First, a boycott of the Moscow Olym-
pic Games inevitably poses e problem of the other countries
where these games could have taken place--most immediately, the
problem of the USA, where the Winter Games will take place at '
Lake Placid., We cannot in any way give credibility to the "free-
world," which is inevitably the result of any boycott of the
Moscow Olympic Games which does not also call for a boycott of
Lake Placid (which poses, in fact, the question of boycott as a -
unlversal weapon). ‘ e

- In addltlon, while the boycott of the World Cup soceer match

in Argentina was a notable success, this was due to the fact that
it helped expose the silence of the imperlallst governments and
press on the crimes committed by the junta in Buenos Aires.

The altuatlon is different with the Olympic Games in Moscow.
The axis of a campaign in regard to the games should be one of
solidarity of the workers movement in opposition to Stalinism,
whereas a boycott of the Olympic Games could lead many currents
to turn toward the bourgeois governments, demanding, for example,
that Giscard break the official relations he has with the Soviet:
government through the International Olympic Games Committee. -

5. This is why we propose:

--an informational campaign on the bureaucratic repression
in the USSR and in the "people's democracies" and more generally
on the violations of individual rights and of democratic, trade-
union, .and political liberties in all the participating countries,
In doing this, our platform should distinguish us from currents
hostile %o soclalism- o

‘ ~—-a»campalgn of solidarity with victims of Stalinist repres-
sion and for liberation of all political prisoners, through obtain-
ing as many.statements as possible from polltical trade-unlon,
and workers organizations; . -

~--gending delegations to the Soviet Union which, during theﬁ
Olympic Games in Moscow, will publicly express solidarity against
the repression that the Kremlin bureaucrats use against the work-
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ers, the oppressed nationalities, the intellectuals, and defend-
ers of democratic rights in the USSR.

It is on this basis that we should solicit statements from
the mass organizations in which we are active and take steps
toward the formation of united campaign committees. Such commit-
tees should address themselves to all components of the workers
movement and should plan all kinds of activities, including with
currents that are for boycott of the Olympic Games--vhedbher because
they see the boycott as a way of opposing sports as an instrument
of regimentation of the masses, or because they consider the boy-
cott a way of supporting the struggle of the democratic and work-
ers opposition against Stalinism-~but who share our point of view
in other respects,

#AA
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ATTACHMENT B -1

Document submifte& for vote at the GIM Conference June 9-10, 1979
(translation)

Submitted by members of the Parity Commission: Benjamin, Daniel,
Karl, Mecki, Peter, Siegfried, Sonja, Wolf/Mainz

Introduction

This document is based on a draft proposed by the United Sec-
retariat delegation in the Parity Commission.. It was reworked at

the May 2 and May 12 meetings of the commission. The members of the
Parity Commission who have signed it put it forward asfthe basis for
a resolution for the upcoming conference and as the basis for build-
ing a collective leadership in which all currents and positiaﬁsvin

the organization should participate. Other positions should be ex-
pressed through amendments to this proposed document. In particu-

lar, no agreement could be reached in the Parity Commission concern-

ing the rhythm of publication of Was Tun. On this question (and
possibly others) the currents of opinion that exist in the commission
will propose alternative motions to the conference. Motions concern-
...ing Was Tun should not be longer than three pages and should be

. sent to Frankfurt by May 2l.

1. Main features of the political situation

.West German imperialism has had a better recovery than most
other imperialist countries from the long-term economic depression
that was triggered by the world-wide recegsion of 1974-75., In addi-
tion it has had better conditions of competition on the world market
as; well as a more favorable economic and political relationship of
forces and more stable conditions of rule in its own country. Howev-
er, the general trends of development of the capitalist world econ-
omy make themselves felt in the BRD as well. Slacker periods of
recovery, followed, in shorter intervals, by recessions, mean that
the margin of manouver of capital to grant reforms and concessions
+to the working class shrinks., In the BRD as well it is necessary to
ccarry out an austerity policy in the interests of capital, in the
form of attacks on the real income, jobs, and social gains of wage
earners,

But at the same time, despite the social-partnership policies
of the bureaucracy, the working class still represents an organized
massive power and has neither been atomized by the attacks of capi-
tal nor subjected to defeats of historically decisive dimensions.
Therefore the previously mentioned developments must necessarily
come up against the growing resistance of at least a section of the
class. Thus the general tendency in the BRD as well will be.for
the class struggle to be on the rise, although this should not at
all give rise to exaggerated predictions about the tempo.and extent
of this upsurge, or to the idea that the development of class con-
sciousness will follow mechanically from the sharpness of; the at-
tacks by capital. '
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Moreover, the tempo and extent of ‘this upsurge are, in and of
themselves, hardly decisive for a small organlzatlon like the GIN,
whose -main axes of activity must be determined. in the.framework-
of its overall, long-term task: the building of a new revolutlonary
vnguard party of the West German working class, For, given the
growing interpenetration of international capitals,:. esPeC1ally on a
European level, it is impossible in the long run that such an econ-
omically decisive country as the BRD should have a contrary devel-
opment to that of the general tendency in late capitalist economy
and soc1ety.

‘Taking into account all of the partlcularltles of West German
imperialism and of the West German working class and organized work-
ers movement, a Marxist analysis leads to the general conclusion
that: The BRD stands as an example of growing instability, not of
- growing stability. The working class and the worlers movement are

at the beginning of a long~term and deep-going process of regroup-
ment and mobilization, The development of the class struggle is fun-
damentally different from what it was in the years 1948-67. More=
over, the development of deep social crises and class struggles in
other parts of the world, above all in Western Europe, will affect
developments in the BRD to a growing extent and will be a longer-
term pressure in this direction. ,

BecauSe of the low level of political class cons01ousness of
the West German working class and because of the enormous power of
the trade-union apparatuses in the most important branches of indus-
try, the unions will be the crucial framework for the first differ-
entiations on a mass levely . This was reglected in the big role of
trade-union strikes in the class struggle since the 1974-75 economic
crisis and particularly +in 1978-79. Even the factory-based strikes
and fight-back actions—-such as Erwitte, VFW, Weserkurier, and
Mlchelin, as well as countless smaller struggles in the metal and
‘printing industries--started from the trade-union structures in the
factories or from the union factory council., While the defeat of
the steel workers strlke represented a setback for union wage. strug-
. gles,-the trade unions remain the most important framework for the

(e‘radlcalization and dlfferentlatlon of workers consciousness._

Parallel to this, a development is taking place on the peri-
‘phery of the unions, éue to the lack of, or ossification of, the

- rank-and-file trade-unlon structures and to internal union repres-
sion. Expressions of this radicalization were: 'a part of the 1973
factory strikes, the emergence of left slates for the factory coun-
~cils, and the spread of numerous left coordinating committees for
factory work, However, since the 1973 Ford strike, these kinds of
developments no longer led to any large-scale strike. For us the

' 'meéaning of these structures lies in the fact that they are impor-

“tant arenas for activity by rank-and-file unionists, often the only
such’ arena. But as independent formations existing apart from the
unléns “these formations have no future in the long run. We decide
‘casé‘by case whether participation in such structures is useful to
our factory and union wérk, Our work in such structures is not .
bdsed on a special polltlcal line different from our line in. trade-
union work. Rather, our task is to orient these structures toward
the unions and to fight tendenc1es toward ultraleftism and factory-
syndicalism, .
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Whether, how, and when this rising trade-union consciousness
will also be expressed in a rising political class consciousness
that encompasses broad political questions remains unclear at this
conference and will consequently not be dealt with in this decument,
However, this question has a fundamental meaning for the line and
the construction of the GIM, since revolutionary Marxists, despite
their weakness, can influence this process through their program.
This question must also be taken up quickly, however, and a conclusion
must be reached that can be translated into the work of the organi-
~zation beéause in the long run it is not possible to have a correct
trade-union work and policy without resolving the gquestion of the rela-
tionship of the working class and its most advanced layers to the
SPK, to the DKP, to a possible "new left party," and to the groups of
the socialist left, Without clarifying this question in our own
ranks to arrive at an adequate line, we will also be unable to pre-
pare the layers and é¢ircles of workers that we reach through our
work for the problems that can arise from possible manouvers or shifts
by the bureaucracy.

2. The necessary turn by the GIM

: We can summarize the development of the class-political situ-
ation as follows:

The center of politics is shifting to the working class, Di-
rect struggles betwéen the working class and capital will have more
and more of an impact inside society and will mark the overall
course of developments. The weight of the working class in other
social mass movements will increase.

The impact of the recent workers strikes, the growing aumber of
radicalized and poiiticiZed workers in tHe factories, and the increas-
ing internal discussions in the unions are the first signs of this

development.

For the GIM this brings both an opportunity and a danger.

On the one hand there exists today the possibility of ending
the unnatural situation in which one can work around and recruit
to the program for a proletarian organlization mainly outside of the
working class, The foundations for building the GIM as a revolutionary
workers organization can and must be laid today through a deliberate
turn to work in the industrial working class, The thesis that it is
possible to work politically in the working class dbut impossible to
recruit workers and bulld the organization in the class is today
already false and becomes increasingly inapplicable., On the other
hand, however, the danger exists that the GIM could underestimate the
problems flowing from its recent development and might hope that it
could play a role in the coming differentiations and struggles of the
working class solely on the basis of its program. If the GIM does not
make a deliberate effort to change its social composition, its po-
litical field of work, and its methods of work, it will not be able
to integrate itself in these developments and will be pushed to the

sidelines,
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Our organization also. faces speclflc problems. Our program is
geared to the differentiations that we predict taking place inside
society as a whole and in the' workers movement. It is the program
for those layers of the class who begin to go beyond the- framework of
reformism and are looking:for an alternative in order to mobilize the
majority of the working class on the road to power. Iri'view of the de-
velopment of the German section of the Fourth Internatlonal in the

- iyears of the cold war ard the lona vostwar boom, however,; the forces

who carried out activities inside the class on the ‘basis: of this -
program dwindled to very: few, The construction of the” organization
in sectors outside of the working class, based on the broad social
mobilizations, did renew our CapuClty for action., But it did not
solve the problem of how we could again root our program in the class
and become oapable of translaulng 1t into action.

Two»Gmpirlcal attempts that we undertook”did result in a few

" successes, but they did not turn the organization as a whole toward
this central goal: the construction of a party that is proletarian
in its program, in its social echo, and in its social composition.
Factory work with leaflets and intervention from the outside in rela-
tion to struggles did in somz cases prov1de 1mportant contacts for
the organlzatlon. We did not succeed, however, in orienting the or-
ganization in sucha way that as a whole it would be seen By these con~
tacts as a useful polltrcal instrument in which they could partici-
pate. -The othér attempt, whick was to begln some trade-union work
with comrades: who'were working--above all in sectors where new unlon
organizing was taking place-=did succeed in- prov1ding sections of -
the organization with an irpcrtant experience in mass work. Butb it
did not enable us to carry cut a conscious building of the organi="
zation according to objective and subuectlve criteria. Moreover,
both of these attempts did little Yo prepare for the political prob-
lems of a fubure radicalization and politicization of the working
class because in thecse efforts our conrrontatlon w1th reformlsm

scarcely went beyona wroﬂeg|nq1stlc dedunciation.
A third attemp+ to respond to this problem--that is,.to trans-
plant an isolated section ci the orgonlvatlon into the factorles with-
out orlentlng the worlk of “the organlzatlon around this effort and
without a clear political line--also was unable to resolve the diffi-

culties arising out of the temporarily restricted and conjunctural
~building of the organization para’lel to the class., The turn that
must be carried oubt tocay should provide answers to these problems
.as well as to the beginning radicalization and differentiation in
“the class. . o . , g

As a precondition for this, the. phy51cal presence of revolution-
~ary Marxists must be extended 1n81de the class.. We cannot expect to
"achieve this presence salely by recrultlng workers, if they must. then
.enter an organization marked by its university origins. . This, presence

._.of the organization can be achieved threough sending members of. the

“organizatlon themselves into factories. Without this precondltlon g
it will be very. difficult to take the next steps forward. 4

T

Thevproblems which arise out of thlS work and must be grappled
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with should te at the center of the organization as a whole and of all

. its structures. In order to assure thlo, the leadership itself must
participate in this turn, because it is not just a matter of a cor-

rection of our perspective for building the orgenization; rather, it

.. is a fundamental shift in our orientation that has w1de—rang1ng ana

. long-term implications for individual members as well as

for the whole organlzatlon.

AY the same tlme organwz tiocnal structures nust be established
.-and our political line mugt oe clariiied. Both are necessary if the
o*ganlzatLon I8 going. to tackle this work over the lorg term as its

- central axis of constLucLﬂona

This turn is. not a matuer of a single decision or a 81ngle cor-
rection of our course. , S

The cold war and the development of consciousness of the pro-
letariat, in the long period of economic boom had consequences for
the bUlldlnF of a revolutionary party in the BRD. What has happened
is that today the conditions have arisen which enable us to overcone

these consequences, Just as in the process of building the GIM up

to now -on the basis of the development of differentiations in which
we &id not take part directly, this work today demands special effori s
of the organization and the membership to root themselves socially

in those pleces where the decisive. developments will takeplace.

brd

5. Preparation of an action program

For the political appearance of the GIM and its members as a
party in the class itself, ond in face of the differentiation pro-
cesses taking place *here. it is important that the organization
have a comoprehensive action program.

ThlS w1ll make it pc csible:

-—to 1ntervene in the slowly: dlfferentlatlng and redicalizing
sections of the working class, espécially among those who have alread:
had 1n1t1a1 experiences in struggle on the basis of an overall po-
litical’ ‘strategy that provides an alternatlve to that of the SPD, the
DKP, and other forces and that would be based on an updating of fne
TranS1tlonal Program »f the- Pourth International;

~--to deal with Lhe oroad social problems that have been raised
by the large social mcvenments outside of the working class in such a
way as to integrate them in the most fruitful possible way into the
new orientation of thé class and into the struggle against the poll-
cies of the bourgeoisic and to provide the organization with a com-
prehensive politlcal rrofile and a corresponding education.

This program shonld begin from the objective problems facing
the working class and should foérmulate proposals for action which can
provide solutions in fzce of the subjective and organlzatlonal weak--
ness of the class, The themes of social movements such as the fight
- against nuclear 1nstailau10ns and destruction of ‘the environment, the
oppression of women, 'end éducation belong today in such an'.action .
program, because they areimpitant objectively as well as subaect1VelJ
for the further development of: the class and for its struggle against
~capitalism and its consequences.



United Secretariat minutes May 27-30, 1979
Attachment B - 6

Given the existing isokBtion of these movements from the organ-
ized movement of the class, such an integrated action program is de-
cisive for the whole organization. Without it,it is impossible to
- prevent the de facto appearance of two lines in the organization--

a so-called "general political" line for the movements, and a "trade-
unionist" line for the work inside the working class and the workers
movement, This would of necessity lead to a split in the organiza-
tion and a deformation of both sides of the organization and of its line,

This action program cannot, however, be a substitute for an or-
ganizational-political project for building the organization. It
is clear that such a project should base itself on the action program,
but a small, still inexperienced organization cannot move forward
“in building itself on many different axes at once. A propagandistic
intervention based on this program is important, however, for the
understanding of the organization and the education of its members,
as well as for contact and recruitment work, in order that all members
of the organization are able to accumulate experlences in concrete
work and at the same time that to a certain extent the presence of
general social mrspectives and activities is assured.

This action program should today be developed and built around
the following axes:

-~Against the conseguences of the crisis and restructuration
on the worki class: Beg ng irom € problems are worsening
every day in e work place (greater intensification of work, speed-
up, technical changes) and from the problem of unemployment, we must
show that only a central solution such as the shortening of the work
week to thirty-five hours can guarantee real protection. Beginning
from this central solution, we also point to the meaning of workers
control for the immediate problems that arise. Only when the work-
ers movement can achieve a relationship of forces which permits a
veto against decisione of the capitalists will it be possible to
protect itself from the attacks. This also includes, however, work-
ers control over the organization of work, a sliding scale of wages
based on the cost-of-living increases calculated by the unions, and
a struggle against the new system of wages. We also explain that
these goals of struggle only provide answers to immediate questions
if they are utilized in a comprehensive sense (that is; through
nationalization under workers control of industries in’ crisis, with
workers control over training programs, etc.).

~--Against the policies of imperialism and for international
solidarit¥: ImperiaEIsE policies are an immediate problem for the
working class, The most well-known expressions of these policies
are the presence of foreign workers and foreign investments, and the
displacement of factories. Beginning from these problems and from
the defensive struggles in the semicolonies and the other capitalist
countries, we develop demands and proposals that stand in direct
opp031tion to the dead-end of nationalism in which the reformlsts
and Stalinists are stuck, : v

~=-Againgt the capitalist threat to social life and 5001a1 rela-
tlonshipmag—mtmmmm—wnr—

rect material effects but also has Wuch wider-Tanging Tesults, in
comparison with the economic results, which in the long term pose a
direct threat to the whole of social life., The main themes in rela-
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tion to this are the building of atomic power stations, and the prob-
lems of the development of the state, destruction of the enviromment,
the subjugation of women, capitalist rationalization, and education

( elementary and high school In thus placing the main emphasis on
the meaning of these themes for the strategy of the workers movement
(and this in opposition to other tendencies inside the workers move-
ment as well as inside the broad social movement), we neceSsarily
come into conflict with the reformist and people's front (state
monopoly capitalism) strategies in a very concrete way.

_ --Against the cagitalist policy of repression by the state:

We explain how in al ese questions the state plays a decisive
~role, and we develop concrete demands in relation to them, both on
an 1nterna1 and international level. This would include the limita-
tions on the right to strike, the reduction of democratic rights
through the Berufsverbot, etc., as well as policies in the sphere of
of social security and taxes. -It-would also include the membership
of the BRD in NATO, the European Cottmunity, and similar bodies., . We
place special empha81s on the role of the state in capitalist destruc-
tion of the.environment (nuclear programs and city planning that are
clearly de51gned to support profits), and on its role as an imperial-
ist economic power of the first rank, As the economic depression
sharpens, the question of an alternative, anticapitalist economic

policy<-and with it the question of a workers government--will become

central.

.y .. ==-For a reorientation. and restructuring of the trade—union
movement: All previous actlons have Shown ROW central the orientation
and role of the trade unions is for future developments. Our orien-
tation against the policy of social partnership and class collabora-
tion and for a policy of class independence and class unity at all
levels must be developed in function of the goals of our action pro-
gram, Within this framework we point out the significance of
the broadening of trade-union democracy and the antibureaucratic
struggle in order to be able to defend the historic interests of the
working class, This is the way an answer can be given to the revi-
talization of plant trade-union structures and the importance of a
line for strengthening the trade unions, Within this framework, our
analysis of the Social Democracy and our tactics in relation to it
must be redlscussed :

The working out and discussion of an action program by the
éntire organization, starting with the question of the areas of work
for the GIM, and completed by the governmental question, is the
task for: the next period and should be begun 1mmediately after the
conference,

4, A concrete'plan for building the GIM

The beginning of a process of regroupment and development of
consciousness in the West German working class is of extraordinary
importance for the building of the GIM. The nucleii of the emerging
workers vanguard can be won for the building of the revolutionary
party. -There are no objective reasons at all today that make this
goal impossible, It 1s rather a question of orienting the organiza-
tion, through our plan of comstruction and through our line, in
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such a way that as a: whole it can take. on thls task, This goal
can be summed up by the concept of proletarianlzation of the organize—

tion.

Until now the GIM has had little success in setting processes
in motion on its own. It has been limited largely to commentary-
type propaganda. The current development and the plan for building
the GIM that we are presenting will not fundamentally change thise.
Quick breakthroughs can therefore neither be organized nor expected.
We have, however, the possibility of creating in this way the neces-
sary conditions:- for ‘playing-a-rplé-4in-the- coming -class mobilizations.
In order to utilize this opportunity the GIM has to commit itself
~to a.clear plan of construction. The turn is aimed at achieving such
a plan of building the organization: though sending comrades into
-the plants and beginning systematic mass work by the orsanization,r

the conditions necessa for building’ the GIM: as _an, organization ‘
of the workers vanguarg will be, created. T L ﬁp

- In this sense our. plan for building the GIM should be orlented
in such a way that the whole organization ag’ well as every individual

and every structure is aware in all its, actitities of how it is
thereby: . .

—;strengthening the GIM organizetionally, and at the samatime,

—-making it possible to answer the decisive political ques-
Ttions and in this way strengthen the GIM politlcally.

Every‘improvement in polltlcal orxentation~makes it-possible
to strengthen . the.GIM and recruit--such. possibllltles nust also be
taken advantage of, :

On the  other hamd, all recruitment and strengthenlng of the
GIM must also allow us o apply our political" orlentatlon~~developed
in a thorough way in the action program--from a: reinforced organlza-
tional and political stand901nt g

It would be wrong to want to simply- relnforce our factory and
trade-~union work within the”fPramework of the previous construction
of the organlzatlon, while at’‘the same timé. continuing all our pre-
vious work. The organization as a whole'and the majority of its bo-
dies and members, as well as the way in which the organization's
line is elaborated, are s8till ill-prepared to be able to give the
necessary organizational and political answer to the developments
within the class. If the new possibilities are to be taken advantage
of, the entire organization must be concentrated on doing this
and on the plan for building the GIM established in function of

this necessity,

In order to be able to move forward in this way, we have to.
first of all accomplish a simple necessary first step: our phy51cal
presence in the working class and the workers movement.. OQur previous
work, contact work, leaflets, and mass work in trade unions on the
Nperlphery of the (industrlals working class do not in and of them-~

selves mean that the organization will systematically and on a long-
term' basis center itself organizationally and politically on this:
‘problematic of regrouping, mob11121ng, and p011t1c121ng the class.»

For this reason, the organizatlon and its members should be
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colonized in the plants to the maximum extent. This maximum colon-
. ization does not flow from a moral criterion, rather from the goal

we are pursuing: -

" -“The greater the number of comrades who participate in this
colonization, the more probable it is that we can succeed; at least
within a year, in concentrating groups in a few key plants, Having
.merely isolated individuals in industry over a long period would be
. extremely dangerous for the organization. The depoliticizing pres-
' sures would increase enormously. . ‘ _ .

--Also, the greater the number of comrades that participate,
the easier it will be afterwards within the organization to follow
through on the results of the turn in terms of discussion and organ-
izational structures.,

--Every branch should be able to build up a foothold in the
plants. Wherever this is impossible or not worth while--whether for
organizational or objective reasons--a collective transfer to another
city should be envisaged. This is a task for the entire orgsnization.
That is, not in the sense that only those comrades who themselves are
"ready to colonize have a place in the organization, but rather in
_the sense that everyone should help out to see that the best condi-
tions are created for this project. During the next year. local
leaderships, together with the Central Committee and Political Bu-
reau, should carry out a continuous campaign and continuous organi-
zational work for colonization. The emphasis has to be put on collec-
tive discussion and carrying out the campaign so that colonization
is not left only to individual comrades to decide. '

The factories to be colonized should be selected according to
the following priorities: steal, printing, and chemical,

Comrades should not be colonized into the public sector nr into
the HBV or GEW sectors /HBV is a white-collar union; the GEW is the
.main teachers union—-trﬁhslatoﬁ:7. However, comrades who are already
‘working in this sector and doing work there that is useful politi-
cally and for the building of the GIM should not be taken out for
colonization into other areas. In any case, the work in this area
must be structured centrally, so as to be able to exchange experiences
and centralize the work, '

The organization should be structured in such a way that this
work is at the center of the real functioning of the organization
and that we are able to work out political points of emphasis that
correspond to our priorities regarding colonization and mass work,

‘ If we center on this as the axis for construction of the GIM
for the coming years it is clear that we are not simply creating a
daily, additional task for the organization and its militants., The
development of our program in a working class and a workers movement
that have still had little experience with, or channels for, mass
activity also poses serious problems in relation to changing the
social milieu in which we work. The experiences of the GIM, as well
as those of sections of the Fourth International in more politically
advanced countries, show that it is precisely comrades sent into fac-
tories who can easily fall victim to tendencies to economism, local-
ism, ultraleftist isolation, and circle-type existence, which affect
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 many radicalized but politically unarmed elements within the class,

" For this reason it is crucially important that from the very‘beglnnlng
the organization be capable of responding to these problems and arm-
ing its members politically to confront these tendenc1es within the
class., ThlS 1ncludeS* / , :

S ~—regular coordination: on a local and natlonal 1eve1 among all
-~ those carrying out plant work. A central aspect of this will be the
" orgenization of a plant workers seminar at least twice a year. This

will begin with a plant workers conference in 1979,

N ~~building of a leadership and local leadership structures that
are themselves involved in this colonization process and that are
capable of integrating comrades who are already experienced in
this area.

—-Preclsely because of the reorientation to industrial work,
the entire- organlzatlon needs a newspaper that gives every comrade
and every basic unit of the organization a clearly developed poli-
tical profile by taking up the important questions for the working
class and for soc1allst politics in the framework of the revolutionary
Marxist program and the current political emphaS1s of the organi-
zation. Over the above their own work, comrades must be able to pre-
sent their politlcal positions through their reference to the news-
‘paper and their' cdlaboration with it. Work for" the neWSpaper and
with the newsPaper can also help comrades who are 8till isolated in
their city or in their area of work to develop systematic contact
work, Above all, the paper ‘must regularly glve comrades material
and a line with- whlch they can partlclpate in the developing process-
es of dlscussion and regroupment 1n the working class.

The newspaper can only meet these tasks under the follow1ng
_condltlons

--It must appear regularly,

--There must be" a clear and systematic prioritization regarding
the content of the paper to correspond to the agitational demands,

11nes -of argumentatlon, and campaigns developed by the organlzatlon'

'--There must be a simple presentatlon of 1nternational, poll—

tical, economlc, and programmatlc questlons that are not easily
accessgsible, _

‘Such a neWSPaper cannot be;produced by the editorial board in
the center alone; rather, it presupposes systematic collaboration by
the members., Collaboratlon with the branches and the structures of
intervention (cells, commissions, commlttees) should be encouraged.
Qualified correspondents must be developed in .the organization. ‘The
most important articles in every issue should be discussed in the Po-
litical Bureau,

The new leadership and the local leadershlps must make’speoial
efforts to increase the number of papers sold and the subscription
base and to put the newspaper on a sound flnanclal ba81s.

. : The developments in the ‘trade unlons have a Special signifl-
,cance for. the regroupment process in the working class. Regroupment
and the process of growth of consciousness will not be massively ex-
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panded ‘and stabillzed without a transformation of the trade unions
themselves and the expression of this change in their structures as
well, This process is important to enable the first nucleii to break
out of their isolation, If this problematic--in addition to its
‘»fundamental asPects--is ‘not integrated ‘into our axis of construction
~of the GIM we will 'clrselves help lay the basis for the demoraliza-
tion of the first nucleii of activists in the class or for their in-
capacity to resist. attempts by the buréaucrats to coopt them.’ For
_this reason we must put’ great emphasis on:

--w1thin the- ‘organization, concret121ng out analysie of the
trade unions 'as it-relates to factory and trade-union work, and guaran-
teeing that we become neither simple:tail-enders. of the bureaucrats
nor de facto antiunion, This means: in particular discussing how we
bring the trade-~union question as a concrete orientation into groups
that are not active in the trade unions and how we relate to differ-
. entiations within the trade-union bureaucracy and what their signifi-
; eance for our work is, - ‘ 3

: —-systemetlcally organlzlng the GIM comrades 1ocally and nation-
- 8lly on the basis of which trade union they belong to, in order to
guarantee collective work beyond the plants and the various cities
and ‘to create the most effective instrument for intervening in a
united way in 1eft-W1ng currents, developins tendencies, and dif-~
ferentiatlons. o o o

Tled %o thls is: the importance of the cam ai ns we carry -out,
These campaigns should not simply flow from a goal of launching dem-
‘onstrations and actlons' rather, they should enable the organization
to influence the process of political clarification and to give it a
public political face; We are conscious. of the fact that the first
regroupments, discussions, and mobBilizations within the class will be
very quickly confronted with vast problems, raising the questions of
the objective situation and the attacks of the bourgeoisie and the
state, and also the policy of the bureaudracy. For this reason a .
campaisn olicy for the organization which generally prepares and.
dlrectufﬁgese confrontations is as necessary-as it is 1ndlspensible
for the’ constructmon .of the organization as:.g political party. Giv-
en our current forces and the tasks for buildlng the GIM that we have
set for ourselves only campaigns that have a central political
importance should be selected for long-term work; they mugt be useful
to the entire organlzation. fo ..tw

However, ths' also means that these campalgns must be glven
special empha81s :

~-~They should be projected in. such a way that they canHalso ‘be
integrated into. mass.work in the workers movement and thereby influ~
ence the regroupment of . the working class.

, --They should re8pond to objectively declslve problems for the
class confrontations in ‘the BRG.

~-They should help the branches carry out specific party—' .
building and recruiting campaigns to win other forces directly to the
GIM, while the largest portion of our forces are used for: immedlate
tasks o L L v

. Wwhat campaigns should be

lan to build bhe, GIN, and
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~ Colonization is neither a substitute for a political orientation
nor a goal in and of itself, Colonization .is a megns to realize our
medium~-term polltlcal-organlzatlonal plan to better root the GIM in
the most advanced sections of unionized workers: who are:slowly becom-
ing. actlve and going through a process of political differentiation.
We want to be better able to politically influence and encourage this
radlcallzatlon,and regroupment process on all levels.,  ‘And this:
perspec¢tive ' is in . turn part of our 1ong—range goal to become -a rev-
olutionary party" of the German worklng ¢lass or--what comes down %o
the same thing-—to actively take .part in a:decisive way in a quali-
tativeé raising’of the political ‘¢onsciousness of the working class
- and play an-essential roie in-determining the content of this con-

- sciousness and: the" ‘actions of the class. There is no ‘objective reason

. factory work pure and simple,’

at .all why we cannot ‘already today begin, and move forward in, the
task ef activemy participating in this process. B :

As 1mportant as are the current s001clcglcal differentiations
inside the class (professional structure, types. of work, origlns), it
would be wrong to determine the vanguard according to such aiteria.

- It would be:just as wrong to apply- purely ideological criteria to

.- define the vanguard, thus gelecting ‘as our sole "target"’ those layers
- that have a’mSOClallst" ‘consciousness. Our main criteridn can only
be “the degreé ‘to which sec¢tions of the class are able to reSand to
the decisive objective “problems, to address these problems’ 1nside the
working class and the workers movememt, and to oppose the bourgeoisic,
Also decisive today is to what degree sectors of the class participate,
“"and what role: jhey play, in struggles against the employers and in
debates inside the unions, as ‘well-as how much they contribute to

the overall development of class &onsciousness in the direction of

a rejection ofi‘class collaboration “and howW much they contribute to
the extension, generalizationy; and coordination -.of workers struggles
and organizatloﬁal forms to 1arger sectors of the class,

The condltions of work that we find in the factories and unions
in the BRD include a very low level ‘of political class conscious-
ness, a class activity that  is: still limited and marked by discontin-
- uity, strong bureaucratic contrdl ‘over the uniops, and repression.

I Given these problems, it ig" 1mpossib1e to 1dent1£y a retreat into
, Or ‘a limitation of ourselves to only
those questions that can be'rslated to immediate "work Bench" -type

;. problems, with the building of a revolutzonary vanguard party. Such

. i comes’ forward as a party w¥

a perspective would only lead thHe GIM ‘even farther from its goal,
Neither study circles, nor the organization of discussions, nor re-
grouﬂments can in themselves counteract or oppose ‘the pressure that
the backwardness of the class constantly exerts “on the vanguard.
This can oply’ happen when,. parallel to its colonization, the GIM
its own independent polltlcal profile
in the outside world and adhieves some growth in the middle term,

The 1dea1 variant ' would be if the rising class struggle and for-
mation of class consciousness, along with the simultaneous develop-
ment of internal differentiations in the trgde unions, would permit
us to achieve this public, independent appearance of the GIM by more

/M;;and more  -integrating our central political campaigns with our: daily

activity inside the unions--and doing this in connection with left
.~currents inside the unions:who, through their attemptg. to generalize

> from-differentiations in-tife unions, begin to come into conflict with

the role and line of the bureaucracy. The possibility of dchieving
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this, however, depends largely on factors that are not in our control,
The extent and success of our colonization does make ‘possible sys-
tematic trade-union work, which can have an 1mpact on developments
~while not alone determining the outcome._

From thls point of view it is necessary that at the same time
as we step up colonization of comrades into industry, we must make a
concrete de01sion on. the weight and meaning of central- political cam-

paigns for the GIM. From a general viewpoint, this has to-do with a
question of principle, that is, with the difference between a: syndi-

calist and a Leninist approach to the problem of the class vanguard,
‘The concrete steps that should be taken in this direction by a par-
ticular organization at a particular ‘point in time can, however, only
be ‘determined pragmatically, since they depend on the concrete situ-
ation and are also crucially affected by the strength and internal

situation of the ~organization.

The GIM today is not in a position to carry out over a year's
time four or five central political campaigns at the same time or
one after another, even if it could achieve certain successes by doing
this (such as influence in layers with.a growing political con- =
sciousness, modest recruitment, and the creation of contacts), At
the same time, the priority on factory and trade-union work must not

be endangered,

~ Given the limited forces at our disposal, we decide on the fol-
lowing axes for the work' of the organization:

1. Against the massive unemployment shortening of the work
week (the 35-hour week) -
s 2. Trade-union democracy
3. The fight against nuclear power stations

Around these axes campaigns can be developed. The concrete '
proposals and centralized activities for the year ahead will be worked

out by the new leadership organs in collaboration with the comrades
responSible. for the city: organlzations and the various areas of work,

These choices were made so that the following pressing tasks
could be accomplished:

Axes 1 and 2 should help support our intervention in. the fac-
tories and unions--including what we can do from.the outside--and
help put us forward as a political and useful organization. At the
same time, the trade-union question in the broad sense can- only be
taken in hand through a long-term, prepared approach--which is not

possible through working in factory structures alone,

Axis % is necessary because of the extent of the existing mass
novement and growing consciousness that exist around the question of
nuclear power and that can develop even further. Through a centrally
led intervention in the anti-atomic-power movement--based on the AKL
ZIktlons Kreis Leben, an anti-nuclear: organization based in the
unlons—-translatqg7 but not necessarily limited to this organization
-~the GIM can raise important questions that can also be combined
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with certain recruitment activities., This should be taken into con-
sideration in the apportioning of resources and cadre of the organ—
ization, _

Other important areas for activity and gaining of political in-
fluence can at present be dealt with systematically only by the
newspaper or can be accomplished by a small part of the organization.
These themes will be systematically taken up in sympathizer circles,
in classes, and in public meetings, since they form central parts of
our program and give us.a special polltlcal advantage in comparison
to all other. currents——something that is recognizable to broad layers
of people. The leadership should also centralize this work as much

as possible through ad hoc commissions and a comrade in charge from

the central committee (this includes work on internationalist themes,
" women's work, East European work, etc.).  This must be done to avoid

~'g deviation from the priorities in the division of resources and-aeas

- of activities of comrades, through local or personal initiatives..
Individual determination of such areas of work should in any case be
avoided because with the present low level of the working-class
movement, this would quickly lead to serious political and organiza-
tional mistakes. _ _

6, Tasks and structure of the new 1eadersh_g

-7+~ - In this concept of building the" organlzatlon special 1mportance
"must be given © the leadership. It must be capable of leading the turn
and the first steps that the organization as a whole will undertake

in factory and trade-union work. These tasks fall on the political
leadership of the organization--the political bureau and the central
committee~-and in a more limited way, on the local level, to the city
leaderships. - These tasks cannot under any circumstances be given

over to a factory and union commission, because this immediately
brings back the danger of a division in terms of political line and
ways of building the organization or it results in the de facto ap-
pearance of two parallel leaderships of the organiaation.

o To carry out these tasks, glven the internal situation today, the
CGIM'must ‘give priority to the formation of a collective leadership.

"'Thls means:

~-~The 1eadersh1p must itself go beyond the old factionalism and
tendency struggle in order to create enough leeway so that mistakes
and difficulties stemming from the turn do not deepen the o0ld organ-
izational division and the paralysis of the organization that went
with it, thus making the GIM completely incapable of acting. This
does not mean that the political bureau and central committee should
gstick under the table the old political differences, but rather that
they place the accent on the areas of agreement that permit them to
lead the organization in turning outward, and in this framework to
also discuss the political differences and seek to resolve them, The
same method should be applied in the process of reuniting the local
groups and 1n the formation of city 1eadersh1ps.

AR -~The leadership must organize their work so that, independent
_of their internal divisions of tasks, all of them together take re-
"sponsibility for the tasks laid out in this document. Their goal"

should be to prepare for decisions on all important questions thidugh
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discussion with experienced comrades in the local groups and in the
central committee so that a line emerges that can be applied by the
whole of the organlzatlon. .

The comp081tlon of the- leadershlp bodies (political bureau,
central committee, city leaderships) should be such that they can
assure on even a daily basis an exchange of experience, coordination,

and political centralization.

This can only be achieved if members of the leadership them-
selves participate in the colonization plans of the orgenization, and,
on the other hand, if comrades who work in the unions and factories
are elected to the leadership, Other prerequisites for this aré the
reestablishment of collective 01ty leaderships and structures to lead
areas of work ( cells, commissions, work meetings) on a local and
central level, as well as the integration of all central committee
members into ieadership functions on various levels, _

The leadership cannot, however, truly carry out their tasks un-
less they maintain regular and frequent contact with the basic units
of the organization and the structures for leading areas of work,

- through c1rculars, information material, and ‘'visits to the local

groups; unless they can organize and prepare work conferences; unless

through their work they can not only take part in the public appear-

ance and intervention of the organlzatlon but also follow .the devel-
‘opment of the local work and organize the internal discussion around
the central political questions, This is only possible with an appar-
atus that has at its disposal a sufficient number of political and

technical full-timers.,

~=-Within the framework of this concept of construction of the
organization, it will also be the task of the transitional leadership
to devote sufficient space in the 1life of the GIM to the questions
of political line and of sectoral work that remain open. Without this
discussion, the minimal agreements that exist at present could threat-
en to become a purely administrative compromise that could not be sus~
tained and would lead the organization into cynicism and demoraliza-
tion. . This means that discussion on the following polltlcal questions
must remain open following the congress:

- ~-~the SPD and the united front policy
~-clarification of trade-union strategy
--the action progranm
--election tactics

' Before the end of the year a new conference must de01de on the
tactlcs of the GIM in the 1980 Landtag elections and then in the Bun—

- destag electlons.r

Important question s ‘concerning the work of the organizatlon
nust be resolved immediately in the transitional period by the new
leadership or the organization will lose forces or not win forces
that could be won, This must be done without placing in question
the agreed-upon axes of intervention. These questions include:

--gtudent work
--women's work
--work in GEW o1V, and BIs
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In the framework of the concept of construction presented here,
the possibilities for recruitment to the organization and for its pub-
lic appearance cannot be fully explolted unless the organization
begins to build a youth organization in the not too distant future,
The next congress cannot make a décision on this question, nor can the
new leadership. The latter can, however, determine what forces ,
can be freed up for this project over the coming years and what klnd;
of preparations will have to be made to carry it out. - ‘ :

The decision on this should be made by the congress after next.

7o The newspaper ' -' ' 2 : e

(Here there will be alternative proposals placed before the
congress, together with 1ntroductory material.)

8. Democratic centralisu

In the past period of the GIM's development, the question of
democratic centralism has become simply a problem of discipline,
and the differences over it have been characterized by pure self-
defense, In the framework of the new orientation, democratic central-
ism should again . become a political foundation of the effectlveness
of the party internally and externally.

The democratic centnilsm of even an organization as small as
the GIM can be decisive for the beginnings of regroupment of a vanguard
of the class which is still objectively, subjectively, and organiza-
tionally 1solated? and for the breakthrough of these regroupments
onto the trade-union level., The possibility of working together, from
various starting points, in the same direction, and the p0591billty
of dedicating ourselves as a whole to the problems of winning back
the trade-union organizations and of the reality of the confrontation
between the classes beyond the factory level, must be essentially

accomplished through the centrallzatlon of the revolutionary organiza~
tion itself

The-internal democracy of the organization is designed~to aid
this external task, It allows us to centralize the different exper-
iences gone through by sections of the organization working in par-
ticular places, areas of work, factories, and unions, and also, in
the course of this process, £0 develop cadres. It i§ in this area
thet the major difficulties arose in the past yearsas a result of
the crystalized tendency and faction situation in the GIM. Cadres
were formed not in the framework of the work of the GIM as a whole,
but' only in the framework of the tendencies, and, on the leadership
level, only in the framework of the tendency struggle. For this rea-
son 1t is important to give a new importance to democratic centralism
as a whole in the framework of the turn. It is only in this way that
the first cadres in the working class that the GIM already has--and
who will be reinforced in the coming period--w1ll be effective in a -
comprehensive way. 1n81de thie¢ organization and in outS1de work Lo

To achleve this it is important that the local membershlp assem-
blies should regain their important place in the internal life of the
organization., The membershlp assemblies must become the decisive
place for dlscu831on, “planning, and concretization of our tasks,

Here there is a clear difference between the membershlp assemblies
and the intervention structures (cells, commissions, comrades in
charge of certain areas of work) on a local level. The membership
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assemblies are the decision-making structure before which each member
and each intervention structure is responsible.

The application of democratic centralism is decisive even for
the continuing differences over the necessity of the turn. This does
not mean that the preconference discussion will be continued after
the conference, It does mean, however, that comrades who are not in-
volved in factory and union work, or do not want to become involved in
it, will still participate in the realization of the overall orien-
tation of the organization and of its construction, and will subor-
dinate their work to the priorities decided by the organization as
a whole., Only in this way can we prevent a conflictual development
in the organization with the intervention in factories and unions on
the one side and participation in mass movements or activities on a
general political level on the other.

#HA
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ATTACHMENT C

(Resolution adopted by IMG Politlcal Commlttee May 6, 1979)

1. The relation of class forces

The results of the election reflect falrly accurately the shifts
in the situation of the classes in Britain in the last years. The
Tories, or other ruling class parties, have not succeeded in making
major svathes into core working class areas. This reflects the fact
that despite the setbacks of 1975-78 no qualitative defeat has been
suffered by the working class and oppressed., At the same time how-
ever the bankruptcy of the policy of the labour bureaucracy has
allowed the ruling class to succeed in significantly recomposing its
forces, and layers oulgide the core of the working class, around the
project of Thatcher., The situation represents and
reflects a definite but not qualitative shift in the class telation
of forces in favour of the ruling class. It places the working
class and oppresssd definitively on the defensive but unkr conditions
where they have real capacity for resistance and to reshift through
struggle the relation of forces.

In terms of immediate perspectives the situation may be summed
up by saying that the Tory Party and ruling class have gained the in-
itiative to formulate a definite anti-working-class project. What is
not at all decided yet is whether they will have the capacity to im~
plement it. That will only be decided by struggles in the coming
period which will involve many layers of the working class and oppres-
sed, It is for these struggles, and not a period of apathy and de-
feat, for which the IMG must prepare itself,

In that framework the question of fighting for socialist poli-
cies which answer the crisis and the Tory and bosses offensive becomes

crucial. The fight for basic rights and the fight to break all class

collaboration by the trade union bureaucracy demands the posing of a
socialist alternative,

4. Political slogans and axes

Although not a qualitative change in the class relation of forces
the existence of the Tory government obviously means a major change
in the political form of the class struggle and therefore a turn for
the organisation in this field. The following should provide the ba-
sic framework around which we organise our work and line,

1. The fundamental axis is to unite the working class and oppres-
sed in struggle against the policies and existence of the Tory gov-
ernment. This is the decisive axis for the fight for the united
front of the working class., Our chief slogan for guiding and or-
ganising our work is "Unite to Fight the Tories.,”

11. In that framework the following constitute the key slogans
and areas in which to concretise demands: Mass Action to Defend Basic
Rights!; Kick Out the Tories! For a Labour Government!; Build a
Class Struggle Left Wingls The Trade Unions and the Labour Party
Must Adopt Socialist Policies!; Make the Left Pight; Remove Callag-
han and his Supporters; For a United Revolutionary organisation,
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3. Key Priorities

For the IMG the key priorities should be *to build a revolu- .
tlonary youth organisation, *to make the centre of work the trade
unions and to make a decisive turn to the industrial unions. *to
discuss building a fraction inthe Labour Party with a national
presence *to greatly strengthen centralised politlcal campalgns and‘
centrallsed propaganda. ?

. '7)..,_
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ATTACHMENT D (part a)

(From Combate Socialista, May 25, 1979)

»

-~ -

‘Bogotd, abrll 26 de 1979

|

Compafieros . - .
EL SOCIALISTA -

Quloro dlrlqlrme a’ Uds. para manifes-
tarles mi protesta por la actitud asumida
- por ese periddico, al omitir toda mencién
al altanamiento de mi residencia y reten-
cién por veinte (20) dias por parte de la Bri-
gada de institutos Miiitares, acogidos de
la aplicacidn arbitraria del articulo 28 de la

Constitucién Nacional y- del mnl llamado _

Estatuto de Seguridad.’

Al guardar silencio sobre este oMminoso -

episodio y mencionar solamente el caso de
la compafiera Gloria Gallego, miembro del
PST; Uds. han aceptado la tesis de E/
Tiempo, que me tildé de sospechoso de
pertenecer al Movimiento Autodefensa
Obrera, en un acto de irresponsabilidad
- que intentaba cubrir con un sucio manto no

sélo a mi persona, sino al PSR y al movi-

' miento trotskista colombnano ‘del cual Uds.
- hacen parte.

La actitud miope de vuestro perlddlco se
- nota de bulto, ya que una inculpacién per-
. sonal a mi, como la que reprodujao E/ Tiem-
Lpo sdlo buscaba incrementar la represién

1 e g rlwtvﬂ D S oumaal e ...f

Carta Ablerta a “El Soclallsta

hacia la izquierda’ legal, y concretamente

_hacia las organizaciones trotskistas. En

ese sentido, yo reclamaba la’ solidaridad,
no por mis calldados personales, sino por ol
contenido politico que ella debfa tener,
mostrando la falsedad de quienes preten-
dian vincular al trotskismo con el terroris-
mo, que en eate caso eran la BIM .y EI
Tiempo..

Es deplorable que tehgamoc que quo]ar-

nos de la faita'de solidaridad de quienes

se reclaman ser hermanos nusstros, cuan-
do la prensa de otros partidos de izquierda,
como Voz Proletaria.y -Alternativa, hizo
mencidn de mi detencién en-tono desapro-

" batorio, para no hablar \de los dirigentes

del PSR, Combate Socialista y las publica-
ciones de 1a IV internacional, que exigieron
mi tibertad y estuvieron prestos a dar todo
tipo de Colaboracién a la campafia de soli-
daridad.

Mis compaferos de trabajo, amistades

no politicas, sindicatos de diversa orienta-
cién —como ASPU, ACPES y el de Profe-

sores de la U. Libre— fueron mucho mds -

consecuentes que Uds.-al realizar actos de
solidaridad y enviar comunicados a las
autoridades pidiendo mi libertad.

El propio Juez Penal Militar me concedié

- cuenta las provocaciones de E/ Tiempo, y
. me haya liberado de |a Escuela de Caballe-

-y expuesto al tratamiento brutal de quienes

" socialista, y que den solidaridad a los cien-

. mente, en mi caso, no hizo falta. Fueron.
_ tantos los que se manifestaron por mi soli-

la libertad a los veinte (20) dias, sin incul-
parme de vinculaciones con grupos terro-
ristas. No puedo creer que é| haya sido més
consecuente que Uds., al no tomar en

ria, luego de una larga permanencia alll

tratan a los presos politicos. Lo pueden
preguntar Uds. a la compafiera Giloria
Gallego, por quien se hizo campafia de soli-
daridad, tanto en las intervenciones de ios
dirigentes del PSR, como en Combate So-
cialista 'y en las publicaclones de la Inter-
nacional, sin discriminacién.

No.me queda mds que pediries que re-
tomen el curso proletario. revolucionario,

tos de presos politicos que ain continjan
en manos del BIM, ya que, afortunada-

daridad, que puedo pediries que la que
Uds. reservaron con tanto celo, la cedan a
los que quedan de_ten_ldoa_ e

Gracias,

- " LIBARDO GONZALEZ
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(part b)

(Editorial from August 9, 1978, issue of Combate Socialista)

< . ¢
r“limho se ha hablado de la reforma laboral en
los ultimoes-dias, 1os voceros del gobierno incluldo
el expresidente Lépez, no han dejado de se-
fialar los ‘‘revolucionarios alcances’ de los
nuevos decretos, .y hasta el senador por el partido
conservador y presidente de Ia UTC ha dicho de

manera textual: **Si el gobierno hubiera expedido . .

los decretos antes del 14 de Septiembre, no se hu-
biera realizado el Paro Civico’'. Algunos voceros
de 1a CSTC han manifestado por su parte, que los

. decrelos reflejan con todo, el maximo nivel de

concesiones que se podian arrancar a la burgue-
sia, dada la poca fuerza movilizaloria que presen-
tan las masas obreras en la actualidad... por su
parte *‘Voz Proletaria’’ ha editorializade que la re-
forma a pesar de ser progresiva, no ha dejado de

encerrar una maniobra del actual gobierno en el .. .

marco del empalme con el préximo, una y otra
apreciacion acerca de este enconado tema, tiene
que ser confrontada sin embargo con claridiad
meridiana a la la luz de los hechos.

Como también debemos confrontar con vigor la

.- insélita posicidn sostenida por el periédico El So-
" cialista quien hablando a nombre del socialismo y
** el trotskismo, ha Hegado a sostener en sus dos ul-

timos nimeros el caracler progresive en general
de esta reforma capitulando vergonzosamente ya
no solo a 1a burocracia sindical sino al propio go-
bierno quien en este caso ha quedado segtn ellos
muy bien librado. -

QUE NQS.DICEN.LOS NUEVOS DECRETOS . .. .. ..

La primera impresién que cualquier cbservador -
desapercibido se lleva a primera vista, es de que.

por fin se ha establecido en Colombia el pleno de-
recho de asociacion y sindicalizacion; sin embargo
un detenido juicio sobre las reformas nos pone al
descubierto el caracter claramente secundario do

las concesiones: la personeria juridica automatica.... .

que se concede sigue siendo sometida a las trabas
administrativas, la obligacién ds reintegro a las
empresas cuando se den despidos masivos de tra-
bajadores solo se autorizara después de la debida
certificacién del Ministerio del Trabajo.

Al lado de estas concesiones secundarias se ha
colocado el eje reaccionario de la nueva legisla-
cién: El pacto colectlivo no solo se permite sino
que se le reglamenta al nivel de la Convencidn Co-
lectiva, los trabajadores hoy .pueden levantar

_pliegos de peliciones por fuera de los sindicatos, )

con la anuencia y aprobacién y estimulo por parte
del Ministerio del Trabajo uno de los puntos del
Pliego Nacional del 14 de Septiembreera el de su

TR gliminacién de la legisiacidn laboral por su caréc-

ter. claramente antiobrero—; el nimero de Sindi-

catos o de federaciones requericdos para formar la
federacién o la confederacidén se ha elevsdo de
tres a diez constituyéndose de por si en un blo-
queo real para la construccién del sindicalismo de
Industria. . )

Los decretos por su partie no contemplan am-
_pliacién de los derechos de negociacién y huelga,
& la vez que se sigue manteniendo el férreo con-
trol sobre la via sindical {estatutos, mansjo finan-
clero,J cuestién ésta que es rechazada por los
acuerdos internacionales de la OiT;1a ingerencia

" del estado en los asuntos internos de los trabaja-
‘ dores es tan grande hoy, que son los delegados

gubernamentales los que convocan la huelga, de-
bilitando de paso la capacidad convocatoria de los
sindicatos y fortaleciendo de paso ampliamente el
poder de los Tribunales de Arbitramento Obliga-
torio; finaimente no se contemplan los mecanis-
mos de control que les permitan a los trabajadores

::garantizar el cumplimiento de las convenciones

colectivas._
EL CONTENIDO POLITICO DE LAS
NUEVAS REFORMAS

o No se necesita ser un mago o un excelente vi-
sionario para comprender el verdadero contenido

" politico de la nueva reforma; mientras que por un

lado se abren las esclusas para la formacién masi-

. Ya de sindicatos, por el otro se estimula l2 activi-

dad reivindicativa de los trabajadores por fusia de

- las propias organizaciones sindicalas con la nusva

reglamentacién del Pacto Colectivo, debilitando la
lucha unificada de los trabajadores y por ésta via
el propio derecho de asociacién. Anotamos al mar-
gen que la legislacidn laboral en los paises que so-

. portan dictaduras militares en nuestro continente
- se fundamentan en el Pacto Colectivo.

L En nuastro
pais la clase obrera lo logré echar atras con la gran
movilizacién de! primero de Mayo de 1973, sin
embargo las debilidades por las cuales atravesaba

Refﬁrﬁi’é‘ Labora_l o Caricatura de Reforma

e s

el movimiento obrero, permitieron a la burguesia- -~ -

su reimplantscién posteriorments.

Las’" lecciones sobre la potencialldad de comba-
te de las masas expresada el 14 de saptiembre se
ha relegado al cuarto de los trastosviejos en la
clara actitud concilizdora de las centrales obreras
frente a la reforma, por ello y sin desconocer la
necesidad no solo de mantener la unidad en-el
Consejo Nacional Sindical, sino la-de fortaleceria
en la perspectiva de la conformacién de la Cenlral
Unlcz de Trabajadores, es que creamos que esta
en plena vigencia hoy més qus nunca la lucha por
ia aplicacién de los acuerdos internicionales de la

. OIT, contra todo tipo de maniobras o de caricatura

de reformas, como la que expresa el decreto 1496
reglamentario de los acuerdos internacionales.
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(Editorial from July 25, 1978, issue of El Soc:.allsta)

Solamente del 15 al 20% de 1os
trabajadores colombianos
cuenta con esa herramienta
de lucha que es el sindicato.
Sin embargo, a partir de
luchas tan importantes que
hemos desarrollado, como el
Paro Civico, Nacional del
pasado 14 de’ septiembre, un
gran nomero de trabajadores
se esta encaminando hacia el
objetivo de construir el sin-
dicato en su lugar "de trabajo

o ingresar al ya éxistente. Se -

~ha desarrollado toda
corriente en ese sentido, que

parte de la necesidad de los
trabajadores de contar con
ese instrumenio basico de
lucha, en la pelea que vienen
desarrollando contra la pa-
tronal y el gobierno, en de-
fensa de su salario y de su
estabilidad laboral. -

Si a esto sumamos el
creciente sentimiento uni-
tario y los avances logrados
en torno a la unidad sindical,

que se materializan, entre..

otros, en el Consejo Nacional
Sindical, los Consejos
Regionales y el Pliego Uni-
ficado de las cuatro centrales
obreras; los planteamientos
que empiezan a insinuarse

por parte de directivos sin-

dicales en torno a la creacion

de partidos obreros o laboris-

tas, como es el caso de los

companeros de Sintrametal,
al igual que el surgimiento de
importantes corrientes
clasistas y unitarias, como la
que recientemente se ha
consolidado en el interior del
Sindicato de trabajadores del
Ministerio de Hacienda, no
podemos menos que concluir
que existen condiciones muy
positivas para que esta
corriente se desarrolle fa-
vorablemente.
Y por si lo anterior fuera

poco, estan las condiciones

que nos ofrece la nueva refor-
donde se han:
arrancado mejores con- .

ma laboral,

diciones al gobierno en este
terreno, y el caso mismo de la

......... ~isa Ancandrard ta

préxima admmlstracnon de’
Turbay Ayala, que posi-
blemente se vea obligada, en
sus comienzos, a ofrecer
algunas ccncesiones al mo-
vimiento obrero y a los traba-
jadores en general, con el
propdsito final de “borrar”

un poco la mala imagen que

deja el gobierno de I Aoez.

Pero todo lo anterior no
basta. Es indispensable que,
ademas, implementemos los
mecanismos necesarios para

ique este proceso rinda sus

mejores frutos.

Sindicalicemos impulsando
pliegos de peticiones:

El primer punto al cual debe
responder este proceso de
sindicalizacién no es otro que
el de las reivindicaciones que
los trabajadores podemos
plantear en nuestros pliegos
de peticiones. La lucha por
nuestros salarios y por la
estabilidad laboral reclaman
- solamente para poderse lle-
var a cabo - ese instrumento
basico que es el sindicato. Por
esa razon, al calor de las
luchas que en ese sentido

vienen librando importantes

sectores de trabajadores, po-
demos dar grandes pasos en
I3 construccion de sindicatos.

Fortalezcamos los sindi_catos
existentes y luchemos por
la unidad sindical:

Hay también otro elemento:
incluso en los sectores donde
existe un buen porcentaje de
trabajadores sindicalizados,
se puede luchar por el for-
talecimiento de los sindica-

necesidad y al sentimiento de
los trabajadores de romper la
aguda division y la carencia
de organismos - permanentes
de centralizacion, que les
permita tener unas mejores

" condiciones para enfrentar de

manera mas efectiva a la
patronal y al gobierno.
También es ese un terreno
propicio para la lucha por la

sindicalizaciény la umdad de
los trabajadores.

La Comision ~Nacional

de Sindicalizacién:

Pero de nada vale sehalar que
' las condiciones estdn dadas
en muchos terrenos.
Debemos, necesariamente,
dotarnos de los instrumentos
organizativos correspondien-
tes para poder llevar adelante
esta tarea. Esa es la razén
por la cual nuestro partido -
que ha decidido volcar lo me-
jor de sus esfuerzos en la
lucha por la sindicalizaciéon
masiva de los trabajadores
colombianos - ha venido
proponiendo que se den los
pasos necesarios para cen-
tralizar nacionalmente el

impulso de la sindicalizacién
masiva. Ese es el llamado
que hacemos a las directivas
sindicales, para que ellas
mismas convoquen a una
reunién en donde se conforme
la Comision. integrada por
dirigentes de federaciones y
sindicatos, se vote un plan de
trabajo y se empiece a sin-
dicalizar.

Y, obviamente, este llamado

también se extiende, de
manera especial, al Consejo
Nacional Sindical y a los
Consejos Regionales, para

que tomen como suya esta
tarea y constituyan una
comision amplia que atienda
el trabajo de sindicalizacion.
Por eso, compaiferos, vamos
a sindicalizar! Los ultimos
decretos del gobierno, que son
una conquista laboral en
relacion con la retrégrada
legislacién hasta ahora
vigente, tienen elementos que
van a facilitarnos en buena
forma la construccién de los
sindicatos. El 80% de la po-
blacién trabajadorg los re-
quiere, para enfrentar con el
resto de los sindicalizados la
politica antiobrera del go-
bierno y la intransigencia pa-
tronal: manos a la obra!
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from February 19,

Dos son las organizaciones trotskistas
existentes actuaimente en Colombia,
ambas .simpaizanles del Secrefariado
Unificado de 1a Cuarta iIn rnacfonal: el
Partido: Socialista Revolucionario y el
Partido: Socialista de los Trabajadores.
Dichas organizaciones adelantan actual-
mente discusiones tendientes a
fusionarse en una sola organizacién. Tal
proceso unitario incluye, enire ofras
cosas, una clarificacién no solo de los
puntos de vista programaticos y polfticos
en comun, sino famblén, una dilucidacion
de las . diferencias politicas en materla
nacional e infernacional que pudieran
existir gntre ellas. . i

El fexto que presenfamos a conﬁnuacl.én,
aprobado  por el Comité Ejecutivo
Nacional del PSR el 15de enero, constituye .
un aporte a tal clarificacion y por lo tanto
viene :a ser un aporie y un paso hacia
adelante en tal proceso de un)ficaclén de
los irotskistas colombianos, Discutir
poblicamente es decir ante las masas,
nuestras diferencias politicas a nivel

nacional, no soélo es leg{timo,
" necesario. Al hacerlo asf{ estamos dando la
oportunidad a los trabajadores del pais,
que nos ven trabajando divididos, no solo
" de observar,y si es preciso, participar, en

tal debate sino de constatar cémo los tro- |

tskistas si estamos empefados en avanzar
seria y metédicamente hacia nuesira.u'ni-
ficacion, la cual redundard en beneficios
para el movimiento de masas de nuestro

is. .
piésperamos de los compaieros del PST
una pronfa y franca respuesta.

eooe

En la politica de unificacién aprobada
“por el P. S. R., en su Congreso de Funda-
cién se aprobaron dos criterios fundamen-
tales: - ’
dad de accién de los-dos partidos, en la
conformacién de mecanismos practicos, de
coordinacién en todos los aspectos (desde
la prensa, que debe unificarse en un plazo
relativamente corto) y en la permanente
disposicién a dar prioridad a los acuerdos

tacticos en la intervencién de ambos parti- .

dos en el movimiento de masas. Es claro
que dos partidos no pueden entrar en un
proceso de unificacién si no se dan estos
pasos concretos, y que ia conformacién de
cualquier mecanismo que no contenga este
criterio se convierte en un simple liamado
demagoégico y sin contenido.

EIP.S.R. hallamadoal R. S. T. a con-
formar tales mecanismos y a definir una
unidad de accién en el espiritu de integrar
1a- militamcia de ambos partidos en las ta-
reas practicas, y para tal efecto’ha convoca-
do al P. S.. T. a llegar a acuerdos con el
P.S. R., enlos eventos de ASPU, FECODE

Estatales y en la lucha contra el Estatuto-

de Seguridad, encontrando siempre una
muralla china que se opone a todos los
acuerdos, de parteqelP.S. 7.

Hemos creido siempre que para uniticar-
nos solo basta estar dispuestos a ello,’y
que los mecanismos, los plenarios, 1a uni-
ficacion de la prensa y los acuerdos en los
eventos de masas, se allanaran facilmente,
a pesar de las divergencias que podamos
tener en maleria programatica, tactica o de
construccién de Partido. Para el P. S. R. se
trata de que somos parte del mismo
Partido Mundial, reivindicamos el Progra-

ma de Transicién y la melodologia conteni- :

. da en &1, y luchamos por la’ Revolucién So-
cialista. Colocar las divergencias tdcticas
como barrera insuperable para llegar a ia

ATTACHMENT: 1} (part 4)

A ) . 3 "Nuestras Diferenci
(Article entitled 15%8’ isspe of Comba

. oexagerarlas

sino |

La definicién de pasos reales en la uni-

_contenido de la Reforma era de lo mis

—l}

as Politicas con
te Socialista

el PST"

unidad.hace que los companeros del P. S.
T. tengan que inventarse las divergencias
mo en el caso de la campa-
fa de UNIOS (a la que tildaron de frente
populista en un momento en el gue esta-
ban los compafneros del P. S. T. en acuer-

: dos con los sectores liberalizantes de FIR-

MES). " *°

" Impuisemos ia unidad de los trotskistas

En los actuales momentos, se hace mds
urgente la unidad de los trotskistas en

. Colombia, ante una situacién que.evolu- -
-clona rapidamente hacia la militarizacién y

fa persecusién politica de toda la izquierda,
asi como al amedrantamiento de los traba-
Jadores y la oposicion a la politica turbayis-
ta. .

Por otro lado hemos definido otro cri-
terio Importante en la unificacién que no

invalida nuestro propdsito de acortar los
plazos propuestos por_la permanente dila-

cién del P. S. T. en este proceso, y por el
contrario, se trata de establecer los puntos
en los cuales los dos partidos encuentran

divergencias en su politica . Solo discutien-,
do estos puntos, podremos llegar a escla-

recer la dimensién de tales divergencias,
y a definir la metodologia para abordar
el debate.

A este objetivo apunta el presente ma-
terial de discusién, que adelantamos a los
camaradas del P. S. T. tenilendo como tri-
buna, no solo la prensa trotskista, sino la
1n toda la izquierda que enfrenta una dis-
cusién sobre estos mismos purnitos.

No estamos de acuerdo con el P. S. T.
en su propdsito de marchar separadamente
en todos Ins eventos, y de definir a puerta
cerrada s 3 lineamientos encerrados en el
cendculo de sus propias paredes.

En cuanto a su propuesta de que ia uni-
ficacién se logrard con la conformacién de

_una comisioén de los dos Partidos, que con-
tenga veinte sindicalistas, dirigentes de
Partidd del P. S. R., y veinte otros del P.
S..T. se cae de su peso ya que son’ precisa-
mentie estos compafieros los que pueden
medir con mayor profundidad las dificulta-
des que presenta el P. S. T. para el tra-
bajo de masas @n forma conjunta.

Otra. vez Iinsistimos que sin disposicién
y por.ende a discutir ]95‘

a unificarse
mecanismos- mis viables para lograr es-
to, no funéiona ninguna comisidn, por mas
proletarios que sean quienes estén en ella.
Nuestra discusién versa sobre los si-

guientes puntos en ‘materia de tactica po-
Htica: =~ - : ’

Sobre el gobier_no de Turbay _ .

Los compafneros del P. s.' T. se apresu-

raron a despedir el gobierno de Lépez :

con elogios a la Reforma Laboral, conteni-

da en el decreto 1469, en el que se deroga- |’

ban los acuerdos que del gobierno habla
contraido con la OIT en materia sindical,
y se entronizaban los Pactos Colectivos.
Todo esto estaba encubierto por una re-
glamentacién sobre la personeria juri-

dica de los sindicatos, de agilizacién de los | -

tramites burocraticos que, efectivamente
representaban un avance. Sinembargo el

reaccionario que se halla podido inventar
la burguesia en los uGltimos tiempos ya
que los Pactos Colectivos pesan sobre los
trabajadores mds duramente que los Tri-
bunales de Arbitramento. El patrono se
cura en salud, reuniendo los trabajadores
no sindicalizados, para propiciar a su vez
la desafiliacion de los trabajadores de los
sindicatos y debilitar sus organizaciones

-

‘de base."

Sin embargo el Comité Central del P.'

S. T en-aquelia oportunidad, solo tuvo en
cuenta el aspecto burocratico de la reforma
para anunciar que representaba un avance
en fa legislacion laboral.-Ninguna defensa
de los acuerdos det gobierno y fa OIT, nin-
gun rechazo a los Pactos Colectivos, nin-
guna apreciacion critica sobre el contenido
' de la reforma pudimos observar de parte
del C. C. del P.S. T. en aquella oportuni-
dad. -
Pero tuvimos esperanzas de que los com-
paferos del P. S. T. corregirian pronto

_ este curso desviado ya que su periddico

EL SOCIALISTA comenzaba a tomar un

giro diferente. llusién vana poraue el
primer
del gobierno de Turbay nos dice:

‘‘Las conceciones hechasa FECOODE, la
participaciéon de los portuarios en la rees-
tructuraciéon de Colpuertos, la Interven-
cién directa del Ministerio del Trabajo en
los escasos conflictos huelguisticos que se
han presentado, evitando la aplicacién del
Tribunal de Arbitramento, la expedicidn
del 1469 en las postrimer{as del gobierno
de Ldopez y la peticién de facultades extra
ordinarias para reformar el Cédigo Sustan-
tivo del Trabajo anunciando la partiri-
pacién de las cuatro centrales en la discu-
sién y elaboracién de dicha retorma,
son algunas de las manifestaciones con-
cretas de esta politica’* Se refiere a !a po-
Itica de Turbay{ :

El perfume conciliador con el gobierno
no es muy grato para los maestros de
FECODE, que todavia no han'visto las
concesciones, del gremio portuario, que
aun no ven la luz de la reestructuracion
de Colpuertos tal, fo anunciael P. $.T7.,0.de
los trabajadores en conflicto, que todavia
no ven la intervencién del Ministerio de!l
Trabajo a su favor. o,

Por el contrario, Turbay se ha émpenado

‘en una furiosa campafa antimagisterial,

anunciando la *‘barrida’ de los comunistas
de su seno, y colocandolo a los pies de los
directorios politicos; ha ilegalizado todas
las huelgas que se han presentado, y ha
permitido que los patronos hagan su agos-
to, despidiendo a los trabajadores en con-
flicto, Ademas el P. S. T. subestima af
movimiento obrero al hablar de los ‘‘esca-
sos .conflictos huelguisticos’*, moastrando
asi que se encuentran cada vez mds aisla-
dos del movimiento de masas.

No basta con esto, sino que el menciona-
doC.C.agrega: * . -

Si nuestra caracterizacién no es.correcta
las . reformas que se introducirgn el
Cédigo Sustantivo del Trabajo lo hardn mds
progresivo que el existente y la UTC y CTC

"serdn presentadas como sus principales

gestoras. -

*‘La mencionada reforma serd un exa-
men a nuestra caracterizacion: si se cumple
lo Sefalado anteriormente habremos traba-
jado con la hipétesis correcta, de.lo contra=
rio serd necesario replantearla y reconocer
que nos hemos equivocado'’ Es hora de

replantear esto, camaradas del P.S. T. no

olvidemos que el gobierno de Turbay se
encuentra en plena ofensiva contra el mo-
vimienio obrero, y que sus reformas
no buscan el progreso, sino la reaccién.
Con la frase anterior, no han hecho mads
que combinar a Perogrulio (si todo sale
como dijimos, estamos en lo cierto, si no,
estamos equivocados) con el oportunismo
politico mds craso, Y cuando piensen en
rectificar este aserto, ya habrén creado
ilusiones en algunos trabajadores sobre las
mencionadas reformas y las normas que ya
han impuesto los Pactos Colectivos,

C.C. quesereunibd al comjenzo,
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¢Es Turbay Democrético?’ - .
~ La mania en pintar el cuadro ‘‘democrd-
. tico'' y amplio del gobierno de Turbay,

los tleva a concebir las reformas proyec- -

tadas del gobierno de turno, como otros

- tantos pasos progresivos hacia fa democra-

tizacion del paisy . -

En sus propias palabras, el gobierno de

Turbay sevaa hacer:*' ;. .con la participa-

" cién de todos los sectores de la burguesia
y también con el movimiento obrero, quie-
re que las ‘‘fuerzas vivas de la sociedad"’
tengan participacién activa en la discu- _
8ién y definicion de sus principios ! poli-
ticos’. Cuando los camaradas del PST
escribian esto, ya estaba en curso el Es-
tatuto de Seguridad y todas las demds
medidas que han desembocado en la perse-

" cucién abierta a toda la oposicion politica
-y al movimiento de masas. Ddnde esta
el lamado a las Cuatro Centrales a discutir
las principales politicas del gobierno?.

Acaso los intentos.de Turbay de dividir
el Consejo Nacional Sindical pueden
comprenderse como intentos de dar parti-
cipacién al movimiento obrero?

No hay peor ciego que el que no quiere
ver, y esto es mds grave en politica; cuan-
to que al cambiar el sentido que tienen las
disposiciones del gobierno y presentar)as
como progresivas, .claudicamos ante - é!
y creamos ilusiones falsas y peligrosas en-
tre fos trabajadores. . .

Asi el C, C. del P. S. T. haciendo el
resumen de lo que representa el gobierno,
anota - tres aspectos . -fundamentales:
a) La politica de negociacion y de con.
cepciones ya mencionadas, b) Se mantiene
el ascenso del movimiento obrero, y c)

**Esta politica de la burguesia y las carac- -

teristicas del ascenso se apoyan y explican
en la buena situacion econémica del pais

en el éxito-de la politica antinflaccionaria
- iniciada en {a segunda mitad del ultimo go- -
bierno, en los resultados electorales que se °
caracterizan por el incremento del despres-
tigio de los partidos liberal y conservador
expresada en la abstencion, en el fortale-
cimiento de la coalicion del gobierno de ‘
.Lopez, la paridad de los dos:/parlldos tradi-
cionales y la derrota de los partidos obreros
y laizquierda y sobre la base de una nyeva

relacion de fuerzas en el campo burgués’’. - .

Por disparatado que parezca.este par'ra-
fo, resalta el comentario apologético

bay, al aceptar la caracterizacion d
tuacion del pais como buena en te
economicos, haciendo eco en los titulares
‘de EL° TIEMPO.A ningin marxista se le.
ocurriria hablar en estos términos, cuapdo
de lo que se trata es de un proceso continuo
de centralizacién y concentracién de capl-
tal que produce Ja bonanza para los capi-
talistas, y la tpiseria y el de;empleo para

tas masas,Asl, el pals no se encuent(a en
‘‘buena situacién econdémica’’ ni la infla-
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ciente, a-la-que.se ve sometido el movi-
miento obrero.en los actuales momentos.
Todas estas reformas lievan el sello carac-

teristico de la reaccién politica y no son
‘‘dados sueltos’’ que el gobierno halla
lanzado para dar mayor auge al Congreso, -
ni nada parecido. Los razgos bonapartistas !
del régimen.no tienden a desgastarse por ;

estas reformas, y por el contrario, no ha-
tien mas que acentuarlos. -

Sobre el Movimiento Obreroy de Masas. )

Para el P. S. T. la situacién actual es la

de un ascenso del movimiento obrero y de
concepciones de la burguesia; estas dos
tendencias no casan sino en la mente

de los compaferos del P.S. T., yaquenila |

historia, ni la teoria, ni la realidad actuat,
da cuenta de un proceso en el que tanto el

movimiento_obrero como la burguesia se i
encuentran unidos en el curso de la lucha :
por sus. intereses. Estamos acostumbrados ;
a considerar que los intereses de una clase

. 8e oponen a la otra y que este es el conteni
do de la lucha de clases. Dentro del marco
- de andlisis del P. §. . T. el movimiento o-
“brero terimina a la cola de las medidas pro-
" gresistas de ‘la  burgueria. en.maleria
“boral -de retorma del Congreso, etc. Pe-
"ro todo esto va encublerto de una buena do-
sis ‘de obrerismo, necesario para dar la
. imagen de que se estd concenirando

'-toda la actividad sobre &l proletariado in-

‘dustrial, y se .desprecia a ‘la pequefa :

burguesia’*Ojald este desprecio acogiera |

{ lambién a la burguesia -y tendriamos
! ‘'una tactica politica que si bien no seria

menos incorrecta, al menos seria mds
| consecuente. :

i
|

'
l
t

- i
E! desprecio a otros sectores por fuera

-de movimiento obfero es mas marcado en
el P. 8. T., cuando se dejan-de lado los
grandes moviimentics
de los maestros, bancarios y empleados
estatales, ‘de gran jmportancia en el
proceso de radicalizacion .de las masas.
No se puede despreciar al movimiento
. - -~ -

es.lu-t‘iiantil; por més d “articulado que se
encuentre en la actu: idad, y 1o que ha.

 influido sobre fa raagicalizaciér politica, -

i incluso del P. S. T. E! movimiento de los"
D e tarhez y = continuad:rl:_ l:;: 1 pobladores de los barrios .tuvo su-apari-

ironinos | €ion durante los afios 60 y se ha manteni-

. do fuerte en coyunturas como la del Paro

huelguisticos

| Civico Nacionat-de! 14 de septiembre de .

| 1977. El movimiento por la emancipa-

cion de la mujer es un efemento progresi-

' vO en nuestro pais, ya que coniribuye a de-

- velar los mecanismos de la dominacién

italista en sus diversas formas, incluso . [ »
o] f ‘€n uno-o varios sindicatos. En este sen-

en la de la separacién de sexos. Sine(npar-
go, el P. S. T. ha decidido no participar

i F . en el Encuentro de diciembre ultimo en
";ii?,':e:: ,?;;?;ea%ld:"ﬁ;?s l:; :rtlscucha sp?: - Medellin bajo l'a' argucia g:le estar muy ocu-
?avor. consultemos la realidad de la resis- i pados en la smdl?liz:fn.?r?o?"\}ﬁr?o N
tencia patronal a acceder ‘a las demandas A quése re(ler?co,n els graes T o
obreras, y encontraremos-el eje de la si- 10 en sus PTO?I_'&S pa ae sé e slondo la
tuacion del movimiento obrero, correativa SoAnt:g:anrl e!:: torae’:\ ‘I‘au polltiocia e
. . . Ma-
condx;r::sgcraa;":g:‘eaia gonqemrada gr_r “l porque asi nos lo exige el ascenso del mo-
"°F ademas, a nivel politico e institucional, vimiento obrero (uno de cuyos principales
se trata de que el gobierno de Turbay fenémenos es la sindicalizacién de miles
:: componga de sectores burgueses y _Ue 1rabajad¢'>lres) L”'_O?:d'cwngf ::tﬁe?r?:
i i ° la politica definida por
reros; mas bien se trata de afirmar a ~ofrece r
?:da.la' reaccion liberal y conservadora y zn‘:-;l fzgaircr?e"r‘\o;’:f\ l?):epasreti c:‘::bs:gﬂ:ggo
i | Estado. . © A . 4 : #S
i%ﬂg;ﬁg'f;i":,::, e;elrn;::;c:oc.i‘e_ la buro- - Yenemos que esta es unz onemacadrl\ ?e‘;
- cracia de los dos partidos. En cuanto a las ."efa' para Urf:ol;efwdo mas o menos larg
proyeciadas reformas del Cédigo Laboral, * ?e lem_l.m y no ui
“‘Penal y del Congreso, en todo esto van -toral...
' compaginado con |a militarizacién cre-

P

na campafia como la elec- —
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Asi como pretenden 'log companeros -de
P.S. T. que los movimientos de trabaja-
dores del Estado, de maestros y de ban-
carios son de la ‘‘pequena burguesia'’,
ta_mblép ‘el proceso de unidad del movi-
miento obrero a través de las cuatro cen-
trales, la constitucion del Consejo Nacio-
nal Sindical, la conformacién de Un-Plie-
go Unificado de las ‘cuatro centrales y la
lucha por cohesionar a todo el sindicalismo
€n una sola central, son temas ‘*propagan-
disticos y Superestructurales’. Es la sindi-
calizacién masiva la panacea a los trabaja-
dores en los actuales momentos.

Ya hemos anotado lo inconsecuente de
la politicadel P, §. T. al aceptar los pactos
colectivos, que resalta aun mds en su con-

-

centracién de efectivos sobre la sindicali-
zacién, cuando los patronos estan obligan- !
do a la desafiliacion masiva de los trabaja- !
dores de los sindicatos, y destruyendo es- :

tos, Tal vez los camaradas de| P.S.T. es- !
tan con el mote de que “‘el que pecay reza .

empata’. .

Ademds dejar de ver que el movimiento

.pbrero 8e. encuentra abocado a resolver
ingentes problgmas planteados por la arre-
metida del gobierno y la patronal en contra

de sus.organizaciones de base, y que estos

problemas afectan las conquisfas ya ob- .

lgniqas por los trabajadores, en derechos
smdn_cales y democraticos, - es ceguera
p_olltlca. De la unidad del movimiento
sindical, de la supervivencia y la lucha de

las organizaciones de base existentes, y'del °

manlenimiento de una base de lucha con-
tra 1a patronal y el gobierno, se despren-
de todo el marco de Ilas relaciones del
movimiento obrero, y las posibilidades
de lograr mayores conquistas. Asi la sindi- -
calizacién masiva es uno de los aspectog
\
>

del fortalecimiento de las organizaciones '

de base, de gran importancia pero deben
subordinarse . -a las conquistas fundamen-
tales del movimiento
fo.

2 .

Por las Libertades meocrétib‘as

- El P. S. R. ha propuesto la lucha por la
unidad sindicai como medio fundamental
de lograr la unidad de accién y el Frente
.Unico de todas las organizaciones gremia-
les y politicas del ‘movimiento obrero, que.
permita rescatar las reivindicaciones y

obrero en su conjun-

conquistas que se han ido perdiendo en_ .

los ultimos tiempos, por efecto de los go-
biernos reaccionarios, sobre todo el de
Lépez y el de Turbay. A este objetivo de-
ben vincularse todos los demnds aspectos,
como el de lograr una mayor intervencion

tido, tenemos divergencias con los compa-

- fleros del P. S. T. cuando dicens refirién-

dose ‘a la sindicalizacién: *‘ésta debe arti-

-cularse permanentemente & problemas
.concretos de la lucha de clases como los de

unidad sindical, el surgimiento y consolida- -
cién de corrientes clasistas en el movi-
miento- sindical y de independencia de
clase en el movimiento ebrero, 0 a otros
mas coyunturales como el rechazo al Es-
tatuto de Seguridad, el pronunciamiento
delC. N.S. sobre dicha medida.., * -

Se invierten asf los términos de la si-
tuacion, en la *que se ‘encuentra como
factor predominante la aplicacién del Es-
tatuto de Seguridad, que intenta volcarse
sobre los. sindicatos, asl como sobre las
organizaciones de ta .izquierda, ‘Por otro
ladp no se trata de que el C. N.S_se pronun-
cie sobre este esperpento de la burguesla;
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- ‘

sino se realiza una politica de Frente Uni- ~

- ¢co para-derrotarlo, él acabard con toda
posibilidad de lucha reivindicaliva por
mucho tiempo. O acaso los camaradas d%
P.S. T.creen que el Estatuto de Segurida
se propone dar Seguridad a los ciudadanos,
como dice el Presidente Turbay? Tomar
frivolamente esta medida y sus conse-
cuencias, consmuye una claudicacion
al gobierno mdas reaccionaria que haya
habido en los ultnmos tiempos. .

Asi bajo el argumemo de que los com-
pafneros del P. 5. T. se encuentran muy
ocupados en la sindicalizacién masiva,
han dejado de lado las tareas que competen
a{a lucha contra el Estatuto de Seguridad
y sus secuelas. Quisieramos recordarles
que los comunistas, desde Marx defienden
los intereses del movimiento obrero, y
no simplemente los de fortalecerse como
grupos politicos. )

Invertir los terminos equivale al sectaris-

mo que en ultima instancia solo sirven a
los intereses de la burguesna

El P. S. R.’considera. que, en efecto,
es importante. la sindicalizacion masiva,
habida cuenta de lo: planteado anterior-
mente, _pero que esto debe acompa-
farse de una clara politica por {a unidad
del movimiento obrero, en torno a deman-
das concretas. Asi, en tanto que lychamos

por constituir sindicatos, también pugna-
mos porque .se afilien a una central, fa
que garantice una mayor convergencia
con la lucha de los trabajadores e interpre-
te los razgos de la.radicalizacion obrera.
A la vez, intentamos que los sindicatos ya
exlslentes se afilien a una de las centrales,
y que se extinga el sindicalismo indepen-
diente ‘de tan ingrata-memoria para el
sindicahsmo colombiano, ya que solo
ha propiciado la divisiéon y el sectarismo.
En el caso del P. S.T. no hay ningun plan-
teamiento de unidad sindical, como no
sea en formavaga. .
No es que se encuentren aislados los
" compaferos del -P. S. T. sino que ya han
escogido su aliado en la UTC a través de
SINTRAMETAL, Los acuerdos a que
han llegado con este secfor burocratico de!
sindicalismo, revierte en el fortalecimiento
de SINTRAMETAL, y no del P. 8. T., que
ha subsumido toda su militancia en el sin-
" dicalismo, sin orientaciones . politicas,
arriesgando diluir la organizacién politica
en las organizaciones de lucha relvmdl-
cauva
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“Es’por esto que no se atreven a plantear
en la politica de sindicalizacion masiva,
el punto de la’democracia sindical, que

. afectarla los vidos de la burocracia utecis-

ta, y podria entorpecer la marcha nupcial
enla que se han comprometido con ellos.
El P. S. R. tiene otra  perspectiva. En
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el proceso de unidad sindical luchamos

porque fa UTC se mantenga en e! Consejo
Nacional Sindical, y porque se gane hacia
la ‘politica de una sola central obrera.
" Pero en el concierto de las cuatro centrales,
buscamos que se fortalezca la central que
representa mayormente a los sectores cla-
sistas, que se encuentran sobre todo en la
C. S. T. C. Esto no constiluye un cheque

., en blanco ataC. 8. T. C. pero entre la

UTC y su accién_ al conservatismo, .y aque-
lla, preferimos hacer "unidad de acc»én
coniaC.S.T.C.

LaC.S. T C. adelanta también una cam-

pafia por la sindicalizacién masiva, y

dentro de ella cabe desarrollar una polllica
sindical que comprenda tanto el fortaleci-
" miento de las organizaciones de base de la
“'clase obrera como la democracia obrera
al interior de los sindicatos. -

€l P. S. R. ademas, cuenta entre sus
elementos de intervencion en los sindi-
catos, e! fortalecimiento de las corrientes
clasistas dentro del sindicalismo, y el sindi-

-calismo de industria, que permite afirmar

e! proceso de unidad de los trabajadores
sobre un terreno firme, evitando la atomi-
zacién que ha sido tradicional.

Estos son los puntos mas importantes
que ubicamos en el terreno de la tictica
politica. Esperamos que la, discusion
enriquezca la apreciacion que debemos te-
ner sobre este aspecto. Otros puntos de

.discusiéon como el de la Construccion de

Partido, serd objeto de un matérial aparte.

-

. Comite Ejecutivodel P. S. R.

15 de enero de 1979. : -

Solidaridad con el P.S.T. !

Cerrada la edicion supimos del
allanamiento del locai del PST el 13 de fe.
. brero por autoridades militares y la de-
tencion alli mismo de los companeros
Rodolfo Galindo, Carlos Alberto Tmullo
Alvaro Nino e Isabel Lorens.

"Expresamos nuestra solidaridad con el
PST v exigimos 13 inmediata liberacion de

los compaiieros. Tal detencion es eviden-
temente arbitraria y violatoria del mismo
articvlo 28 de la constitucion, pues sobre
ellos no recaen graves indicios de que
atenten contra la pax poblica. Son
miembros de un partido legal y rotun-
damente opuesto a las acciones
terroristas, P

-~

Tener ideas socialistas, difundirlas me.
diante la prensa partidaria, fundar sin
dicatos,pariicipar en elecciones, no ests
prohibido ni por el Eshtu'o de Segundad!

Exigimos lnberhd mmediau para
nuestros compaiieros | ;Que cesen las
forturas y los atlanamientos |
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ATTACHMENT E

Correction to minutes of United Secretariat meeting of March 31l-
pr 3 :

Point 4 of Comrade Walter's resolution on the voting slogan for
the European elections (page 5) is incorrect. As written, this point
--which was drawn up after the meeting to take into mcount remarks
made by Comrade Peterson--is based upon lack of information and a

misunderstanding,
Accordingly, it should be reworded as follows:

"4, That in the special case of Ireland, given the conditions
of British imperialist oppression (division of the country and occu-
pation of the 6 counties), we support the call of Irish revolution-

ary Marxists for a write-in vote in the Republic and support for the
candidacy of Bernadette Devliin McAliskey in the occupied 6 counties,"
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Gouvernemeni du NPD
et des syndlcufs quebecms...

OUne des armes les plus 1mportantes que

les marxxstes-révolutxonnalres ont - déve-.
loppée pour lutter contre’les partis réfor-_
mistes de masse dans le mouvement ouvrier

le pouvdir et de former des gouvernements
.ouvriers. Comme le programme de transi-
‘tion le dit: “De tous les partis-et
organisations qui sont basés sur la classe
ouvriére et les paysans et parlent en leurs
‘noms, nous exigeons qu'ils rompent politi-
quement avec la bourgeoisie et qu'ils
avancent sur le chernin de la lutte pour un
gouvernement ouvrier et paysan. Sur ce
chemin, nous leur promettons un soutien
total contre la réaction capitaliste. En
méme temps, nous développons infatiga-
blement l'agitation autour. des revendica-
tions transitoires qui devraient selon nous
former le programme du gouvernement.
ouvner et paysan.”

d? appeler le parti réformiste i diriger le
gouvernement de I'Etat capitaliste. En
1917, 1€s bolcheviks avaient exposé les pro-
grammes procapitalistes des mencheviks et
des “socialistes:révolutionnaires en les ap-
pelant &'‘prendre le pouvoeir’ méme si ces
deux partis réformistes dirigaient déja le _
-gouvernement provisoire. La revendication
bolchevik voulait dire: rompez avec
FEtat capitaliste et formez un gouverne-
ment basé sur votre majorité dans les

Trotsky & reconnu dans le programme
de transition: que “la création d’un tel
! gouvernement par les organisations ouvri-

- &res traditionnelles™ est “pour le mois fort
est de demander 2 de tels partis de prendre -

improbable”. Toutefois, a-t-il dit, “Fagita-

" tion autour du slogan d’'un gouvernement
' ouvrier-paysan a dans toutes les situations
" une valeur éducative trés grande. Et pas

accidentellement. Ce slogan généralisé est |

enti¢rement dans la ligne du développe-

. ment politique de notre époque (la

décomposition et la faillite des vieux partis
bourgeois, la tombée de la démocratie, Ia
montée du fascisme, le mouvement accélé-
rée des travailleurs vers une politique plus
agressive et active). Chaque revendication
transitoire dévrait donc mener & une seule
conclusion: les travailleurs doivent rompre

' d’avec tous les partis traditionnels de la
' bourgeoisie dans le but, avec les paysans,
‘ d’étabhr leur propre pouvoir.” ,

~ Ceci n'est pas la méme chose’ que s

Lalutte de classes au Canada n’a pas

encoré produit des soviets, qui sxmphf' e-

raient considérablement la tiché de pré-
senter la revendication d'un gouvernement
ouvrier. Toutefois;. naus avons développé
des slogans qui expriment ‘essentiellement .

,lg: méme: concept. que la revendication des

. soviets. Les bolcheviks mettaient de [‘avant -

cette_ revendication parce qu'ils savaient
que pour former un gouvernment basé sur
‘les soviets, les réformistes auraient dd
_contredire leur allégeance programmatique
'3 I'Etat bourgeoxs :

Si les menchewks et les socialistes-ré.
- volutionnaires avaient -acquiescé aux bol-
cheviks leur gouvernement aurait été ce qui
est appelé dans le mouvément trotskyste un
gouvernement ouvrier et paysan'ou un .
gouvernement ouvrier, dépendant de la |
composition sociale du pays concerné. Un l

tel gouvernment est ni un gouvernement ni
i la dictature .du.prolétariat, mais un

phénoméne extrémement instable et de

courte durée qui peut survenir lorsque

i

I'Etat capitaliste a été sévérement affaibli '

_ mais pas détruit et lorsque les travailleurs

et leurs alliés n'ont pas encore,?pour une

raison ou une autre, établi la dictature du

prolétariat. Un tel go‘vernement est

indépendant de la bourgeoisié et va ainsi .
gtre renversé par-la bourgeoisie A la

premiére chance qui se présente s'il n'abolit

pas avant le pouvoir des capitalistes en

instaurant un Etat ouvrier.

bolcheviks pour-que les réformistes * pren-
nent le pouvoir”. Pendant les campagnes
électorales, par exemple; lorsque la
question du gouvernement est la plis

" présente dans la téte des travailleurs et des

opprimés, nous mettons de 'avant des
slogans du type: Voter NPD, Pour un

gouvernement du NPD et des syndiecats

québécois. Luttons pour des politiques.

socialistes. A savoir, nous appelons ad un

de la classe ouvridre, mais pas avec le
programme bourgeois du NPD et de la
‘bureaucratie syndicale, mais bien a.un
gouvernement indépendant de la bourgeoi-
sie qui s'introduit “sur le chemin de la lutte
pour un gouvernement ouvrier et paysan”.
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syndicats et le NPD 3 tenir des meetings de

“masse, des assemblées d'usine, des lignes

de piquetage d'information et des manifes-
tations pour aider A gagner des milliers de
travailleurs aux cotés du mouvement
ouvrier et du NPD, Et en dehors de
Ppériodes électorales, nous poussons les
syndicats A travailler pour un gouverne-
ment du NPD et des syndicats québécois en
intégrant cette perspective générale dans
une stratégie de lutte de classe autour de
revendications et sujets de mobilisations
clés, par exemple pendant la gréve des
postes. Bref, nous cherchons 2 construire un

‘mouvement de masse pour un gouverne-

ment du NPD et des syndicats québécois
qui pourra créer une puissante dynamique
anti-capitaliste indépendante du program-
me du NPD et de la bureaucratie syndicale,
un. mouvement qui peut unir et mobiliser
I'ensemble des travailleurs dans une
véntable lutte pour le pouvoir.

" gouvernement des orgamsattons de_ masse _

" Nous appliquons ces idées au Canada~

anglais en exhortant les syndicats A
s'unifier et se mobiliser derriére le NPD
dans les élections, 2 utiliser leur poids
financier et leur appareil organisationnel
pour aider 2 élire le NPD. Nous exhortons
les syndicats a débattre du programme du
NPD, A formuler leurs propres propositions
au sein du NPD. Nous encourageons les
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- ATTACHMENT F (part b)

. .. s

" Pour une ullmnce

ouvriere binationale...”

~ Le point de départ de toute stratégies
révolutionnaire doit étre I'Etat canadien.

C'est la lutte pour la destruction de I'Etat.
central et I'établissement du pouvoir
ouvrier et du socialisme qui constitue le
cadre stratégique de la révolution dans
I'Etat canadien. Cependant, aucune stra-
tégie ne peut se limiter au moment final de
ce processus. Une. stratégie révolutionnaire
‘véritable doit englober 'ensemble de la
 période préparatoire a la révolution. -

Nous comprenons que pour toute la
| prochaine période, I'Etat impérialiste cana-
dien est confronté i une crise double et
combinée qui crée une base objective a la
mobilisation des deux prolétariats dans la |
'lutte pour renverser I'Etat. D'une part, la
questxon nationale québécoise met en cause.
'1a structure politique de I'impérialisme
|canadien; d'autre part_la crise économique
et sociale pousse la classe ouvriére a se
mobiliser et & combattre I'offensive bour-
geoise et, 2 terme, A combattre 'Etat qui

est au centre de cette offensive.

| Mais le facteur politique. qui empéche

' I'assaut conjoint des deux prolétariats |
contre I'Etat cantral est la division !
nationale au sein du prolétariat. Ainsi, un
élément central de la stratégie révolution-
naire doit consister A expliquer les tiches |
nécessaires au renforcement de la lutte de

ceci se combine avec la lutte pour le pouvoir
politique des deux prolétariats.

Les trotskystes doivent étre trés clairs ;
. sur les raisons qui motivent leur appel a!

. I'indépendance du Québec. La revendication !

. d'indépendance constitue 4 'heure actuelle
i 1a concrétisation la plus claire de la rupture
. avec la Confédération impérialiste. Elle
dresse la classe ouvriére québécoise direc-
" tement contreypérialisme canadien et
contre l'instrumént central de sa domina-
tion sur le Québec et sur les classes
ouvriéres des deux nations, I'Etat fédéral.
La lutte pour I'indépéndance nationale
constitue aussi un élément central de notre
lutte pour lmdépendance politique de

classe du prolétariat québécois. Ce n'est
qu'eri prénantla direction de cette lutte que
la classe- ouvrlére‘québécoxse pourra
conquérir son indépendanceen tant que
classe et empécher que les forces natnona-
listes bourgeoises et petites- bourgeoises ne
continuent 3 canaliser.et ‘2 dévoyer
I'aspiration des masses laborieuses 4 en .
finir avec]’ oppression natiomale. -
Le combat pour faire reprendre la futte’
de libérationnationale par le¢ mouvement
ouvrier québé;ons constitue donc une .
dimension fondamentale de notre combat
contre la collaboration -de classes des.
directions syndicales et pour le lancement

-

'par les syndicats d’un parti ouvrier capable
|d assumer la lutte pour l'indépendance et le
.socialisme. -
Contrairement Ace qu affu'ment. les
stallmens et sociaux-démocrates, la lutte
" pour I'indépendance du Québec ne va
aucunement A contre-sens de I'unité réelle
'entre les classes ouvritres des deux nations
‘dans 1a lutte pour le socialisme. Au

'contraire, la lutte pour une République des |

,travaxlleurs du Québec permet de poser les
'bases objectives du dépassement de la
isituation actuelle ot le prolétariat des deux

. ‘nations se heurte le plus souvent de fagon

,séparée a I'Etat impérialiste central pour
‘]a satisfaction de ses aspirations.-la
i Confédération nie les droits nationaux des
Québécois en méme temps qu'elle bloque la.
possibilité pour la classe ouvriére du.
{Canada-anglais de réaliser ses asplratlons a
un gouvernement de ses propres organisa-
tions, aspirations canahsées ar heure
| actuelle par le NPD. .-

;1. Les révolutlonnau'es dowent donc avan-
'cer danslesdeux nations la perspective
‘d’une alliance ouvriére basée sur les
' éléments suivants: la rupture de la classe
' ouvriére québécoise d'avec le nationalisme

’bourgeoxs et la constitution d'un parti de

| classe prenant la dxrectlon de la lutte pour

| I'indépendance et le socialisme; la défense
active du droit & 1'autodétermination du

libération nationale et d'explique comment | Québec par 1a classe ouvriére cariadienne-

anglaise afin de liquider le cadre oppresseur-
' de la Confédération et permettre tant au
i Québec qu'au Canada-anglais I'instauration
' d'un gouvernement des organisations ouv-
riéres. En ce sens, non seulement la lutte
de libération nationale du Québec constitue-
t-elle une compOsante essentielle de la lutte
pour la conquéte du pouvoir, mais elle offre
aussi 4 la classe ouvriére canadienne-an-,
glaise une possxblllté hlstonque de prendre
elle-méme le pouvoir.

Nous devons donc mettre de I'avant une”
perspective politique qui vise 3 approfondir
les luttes communes et A élargir I'horizon
politique de ces luttes afin de Jes aider 2
iépasser leur caractére épisodique et
‘mmédiat pour déboucher sur la questlon du
souvoir politique. -

En soulevant des mots d'ordre gouver-
nementaux, nous exjgeons des orgamsﬁ-

“tions reconnues par la classe ouvriére
qu'elles rompent avec la bourgeonsxe pour °
| prendre le pouvoir. Cette exigence de. -
" rupture avec la bourgeoisie se” concrétise’

i

J dlfféremment dansles deux nations. Au-

i Québec, elle se concrétise par la rupture
| avec'le PQ et la constitution d'un parti des
t travailleurs et des travailleuses. Au canada-
| anglais, la rupture avec la bourgeoxs:e se
concrétise par la rupture avec la défense du
cadre de la Confédération et la reconnais-

.sance du droit A-I'autodétermination, sans

- laquelle 1a conquéte du pouvoir par une
alliance politique avec la classé ouvritre -
i" québécoise est impossible. - :

- Les élections fédérales permettent de'
l lllustre{de fagon assez concréte. Nous
“pouvons expllquer que la sedle: possibilité-
. d'opposer une ‘alternative duvriére gouver-
I pementale aux Libéraux et aux Conserva-
‘teurs réside dans la rupture de la classe
ouvriére québécoise d'avec le PQ, Ia
rupture de.la classe ouvriére canadienne-
anglaise d'avec la politique chauvine du
" NPD et du CTC et la conclusion d’une.
. alliance ouvriére binationale sur la base du’
respect du droit du Québec A I'autodétermi-.
nation, pour chasser les gouvernements
bourgeons L’appel 3 un gouvernement
ouvrier nous permet de poser la rupture
avec la bourgeoisie dans les deux natxons

La lutte pour un gouvernement ouvrier -
‘commun’ et pour la République des
‘ travailleurs du Québec ne sont pas des
processus paralitles ou opposés, mais bien
interdépendants. Car c’est 4 travers la lutte
pour l'indépendance et le socialisme "qu'il
sera plus vital que jamais pour les masses

_«des deux nations de construire activement
“une alliance stratégique afin de renverser le
"pouvoir bourgeois a travers tout I'Etat
'canadien et mstaurer lmdépendance et le
soclahsme

Nous re_]etons les tentatives qui, sous
une forme ou une autre; tentent de
‘concrétiser’ a I'heure actuelle notre pers-
pectlve d'alliance en termes des- organisa-
tions existantes ou A étre créées: gouver:
' nement du NPD et des syndicats québécdis,
gouvernement NPD-parti ouvrier, ete. Ces
diverses ‘formules’ ont en commun_dé
| préjuger des formes que prendra lalhanc¢
binationale et tendent & imposer ‘aux
masses de la nation dominée les formes
,particuliéres que prend la -radicalisation’
spontanée -dans la nation -dominante,
c'est-A-dire le réformisme frade-unioniste
‘de type social-démocrate. . . .

Or, il n'y a pas d'équivoque possible, le
fait pour la LOR-RWL de faire de la
revendication d'indépendance nationale un
élément clé de la stratégie révolutionnaire
dans I'Etat canadien conditionne de fagon
- décisive les formes dans lesquelles il sera
“possible de construire  concrétement une
alhance de classe bmatlonale ’

i
1
\
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, Pour renverser et détrmre I'Etat
canadien, les travailleurs québécons doivent
s'allier avec ceux du Canada-anglais. De
méme ces derniers ne peuvent atteindre le
socialisme  sauf- en "alliance. avec les
travailleurs québécois.En d’ autres mots,les’
2 classes ouvritres on besoin d'un stratégie
commune pour détruire le pouvoir d’Etat

bourgeois, instrument de leur -exploitation .

"et de l'oppression nationale des québécois.
La classe-ouvri¢re canadienne- anglalsé
n accomphra jamais rien tant qu'elle ne’
jouera pas un role actif dans la prise en
charge de la lutte contre l'oppression
nationale. Comme le disait Marx: “Le
peuple qui en asservit un autre forge ses
propres chafnes’. La classe ouvriére

québécoise sera incapable de mener jus- -

qu'au bout la lutte contre I'oppression
nationale si elle ne fait pas alliance avec1a
classe ouvritre canadienne-anglaise. C'est.
“forcément lié. Une non-alliance avec sa
classe au Canada- -anglais imphque une

alliance interclassiste lmtlonale au Québec. o

L'autonomie de la classe_ ‘ouvriére
québécoise ne_passe pas uniquement 2
travers une lutte mtransxgeante contre le
" PQetle natlonahsme. ‘fhais aussi par une

 lutte intransigeante contre 'Etat fédéral.
i L'un implique 1'autre, car si la classe
! ouvridre faisse au PQ le-combat contre
| TEtat fédéral {combat dévoyé & cause du
‘caractére bourgeois du PQ), c’est-alors
- I'inévitable alhance natlonale mterclassxste
derriére le PQ

Il ne suffit pas de convaincre le
‘ prolétarlat québécois d'étre plus “radical’
' que le PQ en lui “arrachant” la direction de
“1a lutte de libération nationale. Encore
faut-il exphquer qu'il n’y a pas de solution
“pationale” possible 2 'oppression de la
nation québécoise; que la supériorité du
prolétariat c'est justement sa capacwé a
dépasser fe cadre de la nation et ainsi A se
donner les moyens pour contrer l'alliance
interclassiste nationale. D'olt la nécessité
d'une action politique autonome de classe 2
I'échelle de I'Etat canadien dans son
, ensemble comme “cadre stratégxque

I est effectlvement probable. dans le
'développement actuel de la lutte des
classes qu'une éventuelle crise pré-révolu-
tionnaire prenne, dans un premier temps, la
forme d’une lutte de libération natlonale des
- québécois, débordant massivement e cadre
politique parlementariste impos¢ par 1'é-
gémonie du PQ. Mais alors, le probléme de
I'alliance stratégique avec la classe ouvriére
canadienne-anglaise et ses organisations
sera central, car c'est la questlon du pouvonr
qui sera posé. - : -

= I.es deux classes -
" ouvriéres ont besom'
d une _stratégie commune...”

-3
ATTACHMENT-F (part cl

Pour que le processus de hbératlon
nationale puisse s'achever, il doit s’étendre
pour détruire I'Etat canadien. Ceci doit
done s’intégrer dans notre stratégie et
conséquemment avéir des réponses pro-
grammatiques. Car {l n’y aura pas de
libération nationale sans révolution socia-
liste et cette révolution doit détruire I'Etat -

canadlen Llssue victorieuse de cette

"révoliition e exige Punité politique program- v

' mlthue et stratégique des deux classes
“ouvriéres.- par exemple, méme si au - -

.moment od la prise du pouvoir est possible

"d'abord au Québec, les masses canadien-
nes-anglaises suivent encore dans:leur’

majorité les organisations réformistes, i

sera Justement encore plus mdlspensable
‘que jamais, en utilisant le poids des masses
révolutionnaires québécoises, comme le- |
vier, de bdtir une tactique de front uniqie
ouvrier, en. défiant la ou les organisations
ouvriéres canadiennes de s‘allier avec les
masses québécoises pour renverser lEtat
fédéral central.

Une telle hypothése n'exclut pas A priori
. la possibilité de la survie d’'un Etat ouvrier
( québécois isolé. Mais ce serait 12 la situatin»
. la plus défavorable, cause d’une défaite
rapide aux mains des bourgeoisies cana-
dienne et américaine. Un tel Etat serait
‘nécéssairement instable et fragile, et la
¢ lutte pour sa consolidation poserait dés le
! départ, le probléme dé I'extension de la
révolution au canada-anglais. Il ne s’agit pas
de faire I'unité des 2 classes un px‘éalable
absolu-a Ia lutte pour le pouvoir, mais de
bien comprendre qu'une telle unité ne sera
pas le fruit spontané du processus révolu-
tionnaire, done que 'une de nos tiches:
centrales est de transformer cette nécessité
objective en un élément conscient de la
‘stratégie de classe des deux prolétariats. -

. " La lutte de llbératlon nationale des
québécois et I'unité prolétarienne bi-na-,
tionale ne sont pas contradictoires mais
sont au contraire les pi¢ces maitresses de la
stratégie révolutionnaire A travers tout-le
territoire canadien.

" A I'heure actuelle, de par la radicalisa-
- tion au Québec, cette stratégie rend possi-
ble et nécessaire le rdle dirigeant de la
classe ouvritre québécoise dans I'alliance
entre les deux classes ouvriéres. Le cas du
Syndicat des postiers dans sa lutte contre
I'Etat fédéral, tant au niveau des conditions
de travail qu'au niveau de la défense des
droits nationaux des québécois, montre bien
les tendances de fond sur lesquelles nous
devons appuyer notte stratégie et la

- construction de notre organisation._
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L alllance nécessaire e entre les 2 classes
ouvrisres, 'unité prolétarienne pour la
révolufion socialiste et la libération na-
tionale, ne se réalisera que par une. I'utte
implacable contre T'Etat canadien et contre
le nationalisme “canadian” et québécois.
’L indépendance  politique. des_classes ou-
vri¢res ne peut se gagner qu A trEVers un
. tel'combat. . .- -

Pour détruire cet Etat, prison des_-‘
peuples il faut faire rompre les classes

* ollvriéres canadienne et québécoise d'avec
- le nationalisme, les partis et les intitutions

étatiques bourgeoises. La: condition- sine
qua -nen pour- cette rupture -avec la

“ collaboration de classe sur les lignes

" nationales, c'est I'unité des classes ouvrié-
res dans un but et un combat commun:
socialisme et libération nationale.



