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Dear  Ernest I

In  your  April  11  letter you  urote,  "A  .uestlotil  ln  the  |1tiutos  of  the  Foundlag
conference  there  ls  a  ver81ot)  of  the  d®ba,te  on  the  SVP'8  .IB.®ndnent  to  the
THnsltlonal  frogra.me  concernltig  the  B®ntenc®  on  the  buroaLucracy  ha,vlng  to  be
expelled  from  the  sovlets.    FTon  the  nlnuteg  lt  appeaLrs  tha,t  only  She,chtAaLn
defended  thaLt  amendment.     Could  you  let  le  knov  vhether  this  v&8  a  un&nl]Bous
|>ropesal  of  the  SVP  NC  .tid  (or)  ro,  or  whether
there  rag a .ajority/nlnority dlvl81oti  on  this.  pre-vletrlng  the  I.tea fanatioti
of  the  ShaLchtna,a-Bumha,zb  f&ctlon?"
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I  ha,ve  nov  boon  a,ble  to  check  the  blnutos  and  the  facts  and  tilll  restrict  ny
reply  to  these  aLnd  the  probe,billtles  they  point  to.
At  the  PC  n®eting  of  June  23,  1938.  Ca,rter  proposed  that  the  Trmsitlonal  Pro-
gram  draLft  be  abended  to  ellnln&te  the  two  sentences  you  refer  to  above.    A
lotion  vac  Bade  that  he  Should  "urlte  for en  oplnlon  on  this  e®ctlon  to  our
comrades  ln  the  south"  (.eaLalng  Trotsky) i   this  .otlon  waLs  caLnied.  Irlthout  any
appaLrent  opposltlon.     PC  le.bers  pres®tit  vere  Ca,man,  Abem,  Bumh&n,  XCIlrmey,
DDraper.     PC  neDbers  at}sent  vere  Sh&chtlaLn,   Vldick.     Carter  tras  &n  NC  DeDber  but

f88e!vg8  !8Th85 !8r£Pe  tine.    This  Vas  .round  two  Bonths  aLfter  the  text  had  b.en
On  Jute  27,  Carter  raote  to  Crux,  tellltig  hln  about  his  proposed  adLendlient  and  the
FC'8  vlsh  to  have  his  oplnlon  about  the  dl6putod  eentenc®B  .nd  the  ab®ndDent.
carter's  letter  rag  prbllthed  ln  the  SVP'8  Intema,1  Bulletin,  no.  6,  July  1938,
Which  also  cont&1ned  Trotcky'

for  Socla.1  nevolutlon
The  Trot.1tloaal

At  the  re  .®otlag  of  Jtily  21,  Ca.rter  lntroducod  a  .otlon  for  the  PC  to  adopt
bls  anendnent.     The  nlnuteB  record  thaLt  the  lotion  v&s  loBt!   the  only  name
recorded  there  for  his  .B®ndnent  va,s  Carter.    The  FC  loDbers  pr®B®nt  on  this
occaLslon  vero  Shachtb&n,  ^bem,  Mcxlnn®y.  Dnper,  .nd  Bumhan.    By  this  tlAe
Ga,nnon  had  &nlved  ln  Ehgl.nd  on  &n  .eglgnn®nt  rel.ted  to  the  collng founding
conference .
The  aajor  PC  action  cape  &t  its  August  4 ..®tlng.    PC  lebbers  pree®nt  trere
Sh&chtbaLn,  Abern,   Sp®ctor,  kennn®y  .nd  Dr&p®r.     FC  I.|ber8  .b.®tit  vezre  Bumh&n
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cony  of  this  pa,rt  of  the  .1nuteB  .tt&ched.)    Shachtb&ti  th.n  lade  .  eubgtitut®
lotion  .Thlch,  when  .dopted,  bocan®  the  poBltlon  dlcouesed  .t  th.  founding  con-
ference  .  |onth  1.tor.    Thl8  rag  c&zTlod  4  to  I,  vlth  only  keKlnney  oppoeod!
Hcnnney'B  lotlou  expree8ed  .gr®|®nt  vlth  the  line  t±oteky  had  preeotit®d  ln
hle  July  4  letter.    It  ll&s  opposed  by  Sh&chtlian,  Dnper,  Sp®ctor.  nth ^bern
ELot  voting,  and  NC  le.bers  Levlt  .nd  Cl&rke  v®re  recorded  ln  f.voa  of  Xcxltiney.a
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It  ehould  be  noted  thaLt  the  Shacht..n  -introduced  .otlon .pproved  by  the  FC
did  I)ot  take  &ny  pe81tlon  on  the  Carter .-endDent  or  the  ttotcky  t®xti  .11  lt
tlaLntod  rae  postpotieb®tit  of .ctlon  on  the  1.Cue  by  the  conforetice  and  &n  lnter-
tiatlon&1  dleeueglon  before  the  que8tlon  rae  r®colv.a.
VAaLt  h&ppened  .t  the  cotif®roncei    You  refer  to  -the-]1nut®s  for  .  v®r81on  of
the  d®ba,te  on  the  SVP a-ebdA®nt.    But  &e  you knov  th®ro  le lore  than  one  Set  of
Iltiut®s and,  .a . result,  eole .ablgulty or unc®rt.1nty .tout c®rtaln .ue8tlons,
1ncludlng  this  one.    The  to8t  thing  co  far  18  the  tvo  I.ts  of ]1nut®B  J`ixt.posed
1n  Gahlers  Ioon  trotek
39.     A8  you  call

®  tlo.  I,  J&tluar]r  1979!  the  r®1.`rant  pages  are  fron  31  to
eo.  there,  Shaehtlan  did  Dot ae8trlct  hllLBelf  to  the  PC  poBltlon-(ion  postponebent  of conf®ronce  .ctlon  until  &ft®r .n  ltiterna,tlon&l  dlache81on)

but  b®gaLn  to  .BBocl.te  hirBelf  vlth  eoAe  of  the  ongulentg  for  the  Cater  &aendAent.
vhlch  he  had  not  dotle  ln  the  PC.      Vh&t  did  the  other  tro  U.S.  a.1.gaLt.a  do?    On
Cuners p.  36  Gourd  cold  h®  h.a  tLot  been  preB®nt  .t  the  |®®tltig  of  the  PC  vhlch
hrh  aicou88ed the  .I®Bd]i®nt  to  po.tpoti®  cotifez-nco  decl&1on,  thlt  h®  vLg  lt)cllned
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to  dlBsent  fran  the  vlet.s  put  forrard  by  ShaLchtnaLn  &t  the  conference,  but  thaLt
the  quostioti  seemed  to  require  further  dlseu88iot)  aLnd  ho  therefore  Supported  the
ABerlca,n  abet)dnent.    And  the  cane  nlnute8  have  Camon  &88ocl&ting  hln6®lf  Vlth
Gould's  gt&teBent.     (Could  hnd  left  for  Europe  Lh®ad  of  C.htioti.)
FortunaLtely  there  18  cone  addltlon&l  ®vld®nce  aLbout  Gould'g  aLnd  Cannoti'e  vletls
&t  the  conf®ronce.     B®caLUBe  ln  addltlon  to  the  two  v®r8lonB  ln  Ca,hl®rs,   I  have
just  rocelved  from  Slncl&1r a  copy  of  the  Brltleh  B®ctlon  lnt®mal  bull®tln  of
October  1938,  no.  I  of  the  RSL,  coat&lnlng  a  very  ltiteroBtlrLg  half 19ntt®s-
h&lf report  on  the  foundltig  confer®tice,  the  |eotlng8  of  the  comi881one  that
preceded  then,   the  youth  conf®z`et)ce,  ®tc.       And  here,  pp  13-14,  they  s`iBD&rlze
on  a  aLnd  CI     .Could  and  Cannon  vere  t)ot  ln  the  USA  ithen  tbe  decision  for  a
postponement  retuest  v&s  lade.    Could  synpathlzed  itith  the  fonul&tion  ln  the
the  thesis  and  CaLnnon  8upI]ortod  lt.    Both,  hovov®r,  favoured  a  dlsouBslon.**X
Yotlngl...The  ADerlcaLn  alet)dlBent--Forf  5.    ^galnstl  lj.     Abst®ntlonBI  2.-
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CaLrter  amendDent.     And  otice  th.  conference  l.as  over  Sh&chtD&n  d®nl®d  that  he
had  f&vorod  &nythlng  except  a  dlBcu8Blon.
The  question  cad]e  up  .gain  .t  aL  plotiun  of  the  NC  ln  Nov®nber,  &ft®r  the  founding
cotiferonce.    Thor.  Bumhan  .nd  Ca,rt®r  lntzioduced  a  |otlon  calllag  on  the  plenuzL
to  gusp®nd  aLny  d®cl&ratlon  of  agreen®nt  rr  dleagreBL®nt  vlth  the  dleput®d  e®n-
t®nces  until  &fter  a  Bonberchlp  dlscuBelon.    Thl8  rae  defea,ted  18-3,  vith  otie
&bst®ntlon.     ShaLchtba,n  lade  a  botlonl     -since  th.  Interti&tlon&1  conf®r®noe  pro-
vided  for  &n  ltitematlonaLl  dl8cusBlon  of  thlg  paragrph,  the  plonun  of  the  SUP
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PC  neetlng  of  DeceBber  12,  ShachtBan  lntroducod  a  Dotlon  to  lnfon  the  SUP
branches  that  the  pnges  of  the New  International  and  the  dlBcu8slon  bulletin

Yore  open  for  . free  diacuBslon  on  the  iuestlon  and  th.  lotion  veg  pa,Bsed.    But
I don't r®Belb.I .ny dlceuB81on  actual|)r being  printed &t  that  tine.
To  concl`idel    mere  rag  no  unanlBoue  PC  peposali  the  nearly  vLnanlaou8  fropogal
tog  Shachta&n'B  Aiigugt  4 |otlon,  .dope.a  4  to  1|  .nd  lt  vale  nearly  un&nlJboue
because  lt  rag  llalted  to  .cklng  the  conference  tiot  to  .ct on  the  quegtlon  `mtll
after  I  dleeuBBlon  veB  h.ld.    The  Carter-B`iznhan  po81tlon  veg  aL  d®flnito  .1norlty
ln  the  SVP I.aderBhlp.  end  n®v®r  rag  adopted  t>y  .ny  SVP tptlona,1  body.    I  don.t
think  lt  prevleved  the  1&t®r  ShaehtlaLti-Bumh&|  faction  except  vary  lrdlroctly.    It
lras lore  .A  .it®nslon  of  the  BurtLhaB-Cairter bloc  .t  the  end  of  1937 .gaLln8t  the
1dca,  that  the  USSR veg  .  vorkere'  et.t®.    Shachtl&n  opposed  the.  1n  1937  .Dd
1938,  .S  you  know.     It  18  unlrlBe  to  be  too  c&t®Borlc  .bout  Such  I&tt®r8.    both
Shachtaafi  .nd  Bumhan  had  boon  ra,ttl.d  ®arll®r  ln  1938  vh®n  frotdky  fir.t  pse~
e®ntod  the  nan81tloml  nograa  .nd v®ze  eose .t a.mom vh.a h®  p`it pr.Beur.  otL
th®B  to  copport lt &t  the  April  1938  Penun.    "s rag  ®vet)tullly  aoothed  owlr
but during  that  experl.nee  ShachtraLn .nd  Bumhal  undoubtedly  found a, certain
klnBhlp that  flov®rod  oventua,lly,  under the  peBguze  of the  var'e outbreak,
1tito  their f&t&1  f&ctlotial  conbln&tlon. 0-ff%#Bch-



Excerpt,  PC  Xlnutes,   SVP,  No.  29,  August  4,  1938

Ii!tter  from  Comrade  Bumhan  read.    He  requests  to  be  recorded  ln  P.C.  nit)utes
•s  voting  in  favor  of  the  Carter  a-®nd]ent  to  the  Ititem&tlon&1  Th®slB  (P.a.
Xlnutes  No.  2?,  let  page).    hosents  the  follotlng lotlons  ln  conneetlon  vlth
this  aB®ndn®tit I

fl.    Since  the  policy  .nd  8log&n  prope8ed  ln  theie  tro  sentences  of  the  Inter-
naLtloti&1  Thesis  halve  never  been  eubnltted  to  the  dlB
n&tlonaLl  or  lnterna,tlonaLl  organlz}&tloti,  &ctlon  on  thefi7for  the  tine  b®1tlg  Sus-
pended.    Our  delegates  to  the  Int®m&tlon&l  Conference  are  lngtructod  to  edvo-
c&te  postponenent  of d®flnltlve  &ctlon  on  then,  togetLer  with  provlslons  for
subsequent  d®clslon  by  the  lnt®m&tlon&1  oz}gaLnlza,tlon.    DlscuBslon  oti  the
po81tlon  ln  question  shall  be  opened  ln  our  o.a  orgaLnlz}aLtlon,  and  decl81on  on
the  disposal  of  the  D&ttor  Shall  b®  refezaed  to  the  next  pl®nun  of  the
Natlona,1  Connlttee.

Substitute  Dotlon  by  EhaLchtDanl     Since  the  policy  and  Slogan  proposed  ln  these
two  B®ntences  of  the  Intematlonal  The8le  have  never been  dl8cuB&od  either  by  the
naLtlon&l  or  lt)t®matlonaLl  orgaLnlzaitlon,  action  on  th.a  for  the  tine  being  ls
euspetided.    Our  de!ogates  to  the  Intem&tlonal  Conf®zrence  are  instructed  to
present  the  position  of  the  Polltlcal  Comlttee  ln  favor  of advoc&tlng  postpone-
|ont  of deflnltlve  &ctlon  on  th.I.  together vlth  provlslons  for dlseuBBlon  on
then  aLnd  for  8ubeequont  d®cielon  by  the  lntern&tlonal  organlzatlon.  . DiBcusslon
on  the  poBltion  ln  qu®8tlon  ShaLll  bo  opened  ln  our  olrn  organizaLtlon,  &nd  d®clsloti
on  the  disposal  of  the  aatt®r  ehall  b®  ztf®zTed  to  the  next  plenun  of  the
N&tlonal  Comlttee.     CLZT1®d  --  4  for  --  I  (MCKIRAey)  agrlnst.
Xotlon by  kenrm®yi    "e  folltlcal  Coultt®®  reafflns  its  previo.s  po81tlon
on  this  B®ctlon  of  the  Intem&tlonaLl  "eB.B  .tith  the  expl&ti&tlon  glv®n  ln  the
Crux  letter.    I®Bt.    For--I  (keIlnney).     Ag&1nBtl     Sh&chtD&n,  Dnper,   Sp®ctor.
^berti  not  voting.    Levit and  Cl&rke  rocoried  for.
^|®nd]ientto  ShaLchtl&n  lotlon  I)r  ^b.ml    Th.t  our del®gatos  to  the  conference  be
lnstziict®d  to  zecomend  dlceue81on  on  thee®  tvo  e®titenceBi  and  that  the  Inter-
tL&tlon&l  Conference  tLke  a  stand  on  this  paitlcular  8®ctlon  of  the  the61s.
lost.    2  fori  2 .grltiBt.    Sha¢htlan  tiot votltig.
Bumhan Botlon  #1    Slnc®  the  policy  pz)opce®d  ln  these  tle  eent®tice8  of  the
Intematlonal  Theel8  18  1ncot)slgtent  With  nuez]ouB  provi81ons  of  our  I}.cl&m-
tlon  of  Principles,  fon&1ly  .dopted  ty  the  Na,tlon&l  Cotrventlon,  the  hlgh®st
body  of  the  party,  1n  partlculaLr  lnconslBtent  lrith  the  e®ctlotis  of  the  D®clam-
tlon  de&1lng  .rlth de.ocz)acy,  the  n.ture  .Bd  f`inctloti  of the  .ovl®tB,  .nd  the
naLtur.e  of  the  Vorkers  St.t®,  action  on  thl8  poltcy  18  for  the  tlll®  beltig  eu8pendod.
Our delegates  to  the  IntemaLtlonaLI  Clnf®rence  .re  instructed  to  .dvoc.ye  postpone-
|ont  of deflnltlv®  action on then,  together vlth povl81ons dor .ubsequent
declslon  by  the  lnteznatlontl  organlzatlon.    DIBc.891on  on  the  poeltlon  ln
•uestlon  eh.1l  be  opened  ln  our  ol.n  org.nlzNLtlon,  and  d®clslon  on  the  dlspeE&l
of  the  latter  eh&11  be  zteferred  to  the  neat  pl®nun  of  the  Na,tlon&l  CprBittoe.
hotlon  ty  Sh&chtnanl    To  table.    C&zrled.    For--Specter.  hapez.,  ShaLchtlan.
Agaln6t--Abern ,  Mexltiney.
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