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"EXPOSE HANS

STATEMENT BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, FEBRUARY 27, 1979 -

JOSEPH HANSEN, leader of the revisionist Social-
ist Workers Party of the United States, is dead.

But his 40-year role as an agent of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) lives on.
" Hansen has bequeathed a two-fold legacy to the SWP. First, there is a

mountain of unanswered questions about his FBl involvement, and secondly,
a nest of handpicked, trained FBI successors.

They have stepped into
Hansen's shoes to continue
the spying, the provocations,
disruptions and murder plots
which are the stock-in-trade
of the impenalist spy agen-
cies.

Hansen’s death has left 17
acknowledged FBIl agents
all in leading positions con-
trolling the SWP.

Their takeover of the SWP
was established in the US
courts in a $40m damages
suit brought by the SWP it
self. It was confirmed in de-
tail by Mr M. Wesley
Swearingen, a 25-year FBI
officer who gave a tlape-
recorded interview to the
UPI news agency in Novem-
ber 1978 after his retirement.

Swearingen said that the
‘highest offices’ in the SWP
were held by FBI agents,
adding: ‘I wouldn't be sur

rised Lo find out that every-

»dy controlling the SWP is
an FBI agent.’

Speaking aboul one of the
FBI's top SWP informers,
Swearingen said: ‘Pcople
wouldn't believe who he i1s.’

On January 18, 1979, Han-
sen died. A monument could
be constructed of the official
documents uncovered by the
International Committee of
the Fourth International pro-
ving that Hansen consorted
first with the Stalinist GPU
secret police, and then be-
came an FBI informer.

In one of his final acts,
Hansen attempted to sup-
press forever his role as a
double agent. He negotiated
an agreemenl with the US
Justice Department never to
reveal the identity of the 18
FBI agents in the leadership
of the SWP.

Hansen wanted this ‘im-
mortality’ for himself as
well as a cast-iron guarantee
that his successors would be
protected.

The terms of the deal were
agreed at the highest
Cabinet level following a
meetin

tween President Carter and

at Camp David be- .

Security

and the Fourth
international

his Attorney General Griffin
Bell.

Protection of the agents’
identity was considered so
vital that Bell announced he
would commit contempt of
court and risk going to jail
rather than hand over the
FBI files. He became the
first US Attorney General in
history 1o defy the courts on
an issue of this kind.

Deal

Hansen's secret deal with
the government became
public in November last year
when US Federal Attorney
Robert Fisk Jr told three
judges on the Second US Cir-
cuit Court of A%p-exls in
Washington that the names
of the FBI agents in the SWP
were being suppressed on
the grounds of ‘national
secunty’.

Disclosure of the files
would ‘cause incalculable

harm to the nation's abilit
to protect itself,’ Fisk said.

And then he made the most
astonishing statement of all:
‘We would rather lose the
case than turn over the files
of these informants.’

In other words, the US gov-
ernment is offering $40m in
taxpayers’ cash to protect its
vital network in the SWP.

Even before Hansen died,
the arrangements were com-
pleted for the establishment
of a Committee for the Pro-
tection of Agents.

Ostensibly the purpose of
this Joseph Hansen memo-
rial I_)Od{'ls to raise $20,000 to
publish
chickenfeed beside the $40m

that the US government -

Eleaced on protecting his
ad.

With Reba Hansen as
treasurer and George
Novack as chairman, there
can be no doubt that the
committee will dedicate it-
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on Janusry 14, 1976. The meeting was called to heap vicious siander on the

8 books, but this is

Joseph Hansen . .

self to fighting a rearguard
actlion against the continuing
investigations by the Inter-
national Commiltee and to
financing all kinds of sinister
rovocations to prevent the
ruth coming out.

In an irksome tribute,
French revisionist Pierre
Frank referred to Reba Han-
sen who 'collaborated with
him (Hansen] indefatigably
for years’. t‘Roug:’, Janua
22, 1979, shortly before it col-
lapsed from being a daily
and became a weekly.)

Suppress

She undo;lbtedly ‘collabo-

rated’ with Hansen and knew
what was oit:ig on. Evidence
of this can rawn from the
fact that she conspired with
Hansen to au‘!)gress the role
of GPU agent Sylvia Frank-
lin, who was secretary to the
late James P. Cannon from
1938 until she was unmasked
by a GPU defector.
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Alice Wn'um counter munlgn
t ‘Security and the Fourth

. an Induigence for icecream and cigars

Although Franklin spied
on the Trotskyist movement
al the centre of its headguar-
ters in New York and be-
longed to the GPU murder
team that executed Trotsky
in August 1949, Reba Hansen
wrote in 1977 that she was ‘a
very warm human being’
and a loyal and dedicated
party member.

The Agents’ Protection
Committee includes Tari
Ali and Robin Blackburn o
the so-called ‘International
Marxist Group'; Ken Coates
of the Bertrand Russell
Peace Foundation; Tamara
Deutscher; Quintin Hoare of

the 'New Left Review’';

roven political provocateur
rnest Tate: and I[reland’s
maost notorious opportunist
Bernadette Devlin McAlis-
key misleadin described
in the spa:sors’ list as ‘Irish
revolutionist’!

These individuals are all
conversant with the factual,
documentary evidence com-

piled by the Internationa
Commillee of the Fourth In
ternatiopal. They have con
sciously come down for the
cover-up of the role of th:
imperialist and Stalinis
agents in the ranks of th
Trotskyist movement.
They deliberately commi
themselves 1o a far deepe.
counter-revolutionary con
spiracy than could have bee:
foreseen when the Interns
tional Committee started it
inquiry in 1995. Its scop

goes to the heart of US j
ri:tllismenfs x&u«nlmleqﬂb
a pfolq-
tion is Oll)un ‘“ ‘ !
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Hansen’'s henchmen no
come into the full glare of th
International Commitiee
investigation. Their ideatit
can be established fro:
SWP Political Committe
minutes, art




Mr. Geo. P. Sh'nuf
American Consul

American Consulate General
Mexico, D.F., Mexico

Dear Mr.

Shaw,

Oztober 23, 1940

I received your letter concerning Kr. Sack-
ett in good condition and shall visit him shortiy.

There was a 1ittle delay in my receiving
your communication due to my absence from New York for
some days while I was at Boston.

Joseph Hansen

Respectfully,

%{#

116 University Pl.
ork City, N.Y.

from Hansen to George
touch with the FBI In New York

The first significant entry
is in February 1976. At that
time the SWP leaders and
their mouthpieces in the so-
called United Secretarial in
Europe were sagmg that the
International Committee's
indictment of Hansen had
been ‘completely answered’
in articles written by Hansen
in his own house organ, ‘In-
tercontinental Press’.

But the minutes show that
Hansen’'s public bravado
was onhly to conceal his
vate panic. Mary Alice
ters said the campaign on
‘Security and the Fourth In-
ternational’ had reached
such force 'that we have no
choice but to initiate a coun-
ter—camﬁmgn in defence of
the truth’. (PC minutes Feb-
ruary 6. 1976.)

After a discussion, it was
decided to set up a special
committee ‘to implement
this and empower them to
co-opt other SWP leaders as
necessary’.

temat lonaL

It was clear from the be-
ginning that Hansen was not
going to take the course of a
revolutionist and participate
in an International Commis-

sion of Inquiry to establigh
the truth.

On the contrary, he be-
came the chairman of the

cial committee to wage
the ‘counter-campaign’
against the International
Committee. In this way Han-
sen established himself as
judge and jury of the Inter-
national Committee's case
against him and meant that
he could effectively block
any questioning from the
rank and file.

His partners on the tightly-
knit committee were Jack
Bames, the party's national
secretary, and one Gus
Horowitz.

Compiled

At the SWP Political Com-
mittee meeting just over a
month later, March 12, 1976
Mary Alice Waters report
that Pierre Lambert and
Mrs Betty Hamilton of the
liquidationist, anti-Marxist
French group, the OCI, had
written pro-Hansen testimo-
nials. This was the meeting
that decided on the circula-
tion of a round robin, com-
piled and controlled By the
agents, condemning the In-
ternational Commitlee’s evi-
dence and its irrefutable in-
dictment of Hansen.

It was the agents them-
selves who rushed to sign
this notorious document, and
they naturally urged others
to do likewise since it was
nothing. less than a freedom
charter for them to remain
in control of the organisa-
tion.

But the SWP's voluminous
outpul of slander could not
bury the ﬁndinﬁs of ‘Security
and the Fourth Internation-
al’', nor could it stop the in-

vesligation - being carried
forward

The minutes reveal that as
the International Committee
rigorously pursued its inves-
tigation making exposure af-
ter exposure of Hansen's
sinister connections, it was
Hansen who deliberately set
out to create an atmosphere
of ‘violence'.

At a Political Committee
meeting on June 3, 1977, the
second item on th&¢ dgenda
was the International Com-
mittee's most recent find-

ings on Hansen. The minutes -

record that Hansen was in-
vited to attend for this dis-
cussion, and gave a report.

After discussion the mi-
nutes give this ominous
notice: ‘Agreed to alert com-
rades to the final paragraph
of Healyite article and threat
of new physical provocations
from Workers League mem-
bers.’

This meeting was in real-
il&a council of war. It set the
P on a course of fantastic
denunciations of the Work-
ers League, the Trotskyist
party in the US which is in
litical solidarity with the
nternational Committee.

Role

The paragra h referred to
in the SW minutes
afpeared in the Internation-

Committee statement
which shattered the 30-year
cover-up l:_f‘{ Mr and Mrs
Hansen of the GPU spy role
of Sylvia Franklin. The In-
ternational Committee lo-
cated her, interviewed her
and roved that she had been

U agent and an accom-
llce in Trotsky's murder.

The statement ‘Sylvia
Franklin — GPU agent un-
masked' concluded with
these sentences: ‘The com-

letion of the Sylvia Frank-
in.eage is a milestone in the
twe-year inquiry, but there
is much more to come.

‘We have reason (o believe
that this could well produce
provocations against our
movement all over the
world.

“This places the greatest
urgency on the International
Committee’'s demand for a
Commission of Inquiry Lo
hear all the testimony and
examine all the evidence.’
(May 24, 1966).

Hansen used the next few
months to make shouts of
‘violence' against the Work-
ers League and to make rep-
rehensible accusations
against its leadership.

Then, on the night of Octo-
ber 16, 1977, Hansen’s fabri-
cations of ‘violence’ took on

Tom Nenehan .
tragic significance. Workers
League Political Committee
member Tom Henehan, who
was also a print worker on
the party’s press, was gun-
ned down by a hired profes-
sional killer while supervis-
ing a party social in
Brooklyn.
Although the identity of
the killer was known to the
lice and the FBI within an
our of the murder, no arrest

" was made then or since!

Hansen's SWP showed
precisely where it stood on
this political murder by
keeping strictly silent; it did
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not even accord the revolu-
tionary commiserations
which are customary after
such tragedies in the work-
ers’ movement.

But the silence spoke
volumes. It showed'the doub-
ters and waverers exactly
where Hansen stood — in the
dark at the side of the assas-
sin. And this silence left no
doubt that the paymasters of
the assassin are the still un-
named FBIl agents in the
leadership of the SWP.

Hansen’s death has not
blotted out his sinister re-
cord in the Trotskyist move-
ment, but begged the ques-
tion — Who was Joseph
sen after all?

.. SWP kept silent on his murder

His career embodied an
extraordinary series of poli-
tical twists and turns that
show no ounce of revolution-
ary principle. As far as can

iscerned, he played no
active role whatsoever in the
struggles ot the American
working class and took no
interest either.

At Hansen's memorial
meeting in New York on
January 28, Barnes threw
light on such idiosyncracies
as Hansen's indulgence for
icecream, cigars and poker.

In a Passmg reference to
Hansen's philosophical out-

.A..«

P. Shaw, the American Consul, thanking im ‘respectfully’ for being put in  Joseph Hansen with his wife Reba in the early 1940s. Shcmplmdwnhmnmm
suppress the role of GPU agent Sylvia Frankiin

look, Barnes said: 'Joe was a
student of Freud. He under-
stood a lot about himself,
about us, about our con-
scious thought, and about
our unconscious processes. |
think Freud shaped his life
more than anyone except
Trotsky.

‘He despised Stalinism
partly because of ils reac-
tionary falsification and re-
ection of scientists, such as

reud.’

His objection to Stalinism
i reduced to its lack of
appreciation for Freud, and
not its counter-revolutionary
impact on the international
working class, the Bolshevik
Party and its sadistic mur-
der of Trotsky and all his
friends and relatives.

If this is a summation of
Hansen’s philosoﬁhy then he
was little more than a reac-
tionary mystic which would
have made him capable of
anything.

Collaborator .I

With Hansen's death, the
full weight of responsibllity
for the continued existence
of an FBI faction in the SWP
leadership falls on an eastly
recognisable group.

These are the remainder
of the commltwe of counter-
measures’, Barnes and
Horowitz; the old-time
accomplice George Novack:
the life-long collaboratar
Reba Hansen; the feverish
defenders of the agents like
Mary Alice Waters, John
Benson
Barry éhepher

The International Commit-
tee signifies Hansen's death
by pledging to raise a fund of
$30,000, much more than the
$20,000 for Hansen's protec-
tion, to pursue the investiga-
tion into ‘Security and the
Fourth Internaticnal’ to the
very end.

" Febryary 21, 1979




