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From: United Secretariat Bureau

To: Political Bureaus of sections and sympathizing
organizations

Subject: European Elections

Dear Comrades,

Enclosed is the platform of the Fourth International for the
Europedn elections in June :1979.

The subtitles in the document were formulated for purposes
of a press conference. We propose that the following changes
. be made when the document is published in our press or in
leaflet form:
1)Title: "For the Socialist United States of Europe"
(Eliminate "The Fourth International and the European
Elections")
2) Subtitles: (Eliminate the numbers also):
a) Eliminate "The Fourth International is participating
in the election campaign for the European Parliament"
and leave with no subtitle. _
b) Eliminate "Elections for a parliament at the service
of caepital," and replace by "A Parliament at the
Service of capital."
c) Keep "Antidemocratic elections"
d) Keep "Appeal to militants of the SPs and CPs"
e) Eliminate "Appeal to Trade Unioni#ts," and replace by
"For an international fightback against austerity."
f) Eliminate "For the Socialist United States of Europe,"
and replace by "For a Burope of the working people".
g€) Eliminatle "A ten-point program," and replace by
"A program for mobilization and struggle."

The Bure2Wl of the United Secretariat, during a working
meeting with the LCR (France) and the LRT (Belgium), set up

a permanent secreta®iat composed of comrede Anna Libere and

two other comrades (one from Belgium and one from Holland)
to coordinate the European campaign. The meeting arrived
at the following decisions,which will be concretized by
the secretariat:

1; Publication of a common poster by all the sections.

2) Preparation of several common leaflets on key questions,
The first will be on the thirty-five-hour week,

3) The orgenization of two Buropean worker conferences,
one in Belgium and one in Italy.

4) Discussion with the French ILCR on the possibility of
enlarging the youth march against unemployment (sched-
uled for May in Paris) to include European contingents.

5) Consideration of the possibility for a central mobili-
zation in Paris in June.

6) To send an open letter of discussion to the centrist
organizations grouped around the platform of Brussels

. and to discuss with some of these groups
the possibility of common initiatives as well as the
possibility for us to participate in the discussion
conferences that the centrists plan to organige.
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To facilitate debates and discussions with these or-

ganizations, we ask that each section send to the United

Secretariat Bureau a brief report on the various centrist
organizations in their countries (size, implantation, orien-
tetion, general politics). Consult the list of signers at
the end of the enclosed Brussels platform to see which organ-
izations from your country are participating. This informa-
tion will be made available to the other European sectivns by
the secretariat in charge of this work.

The secretariat of the campaign will be sending further
information shortly. :

Socialist greetings,

Dure
For the United Secretariat Bureau

PS: On page 2, in the second full paragraph, "European imper-
iglism is" should be replaced by "the European imperialisms are".



FEB1 31979

THE FOURTH INTERNATiONAL AND THE EUROPEAN ELECTIONS

1. The Fourth International is participating in the election
campaign for the European parliament

The elections for the European parliament, scheduled for
June 1979, take place in the midst of a sharpening anti-
working-class offensive in the countries of the European Commu-
nity. The capitalist class is trying to make the workers pay
the costs of the economic crisis. To achieve this they have car-
ried out more and more factory closings, layoffs, attacks on
wages, attempts to take away gains won by the workers in terms
of social security, and challenges to trade-union rights.

The bosses everywhere are pressing for austerity policies.
Far from defending the interests of the working class in a united
way against the employers' offensive, the leaderships of the
Communist and Socialist parties are either participating dir-
ectly in the implementation of such policies, going along with
them, or weakening and demobilizing the flghtback through frag-
mentation of struggles and through their lack of any overall
anticapitalist alternative,

The multinational corporations are more and more coordinating
their actions., Far from responding to this with internationally
coordinated action by the workers, the CP and SP leaderships
carry out class-collaborationist policies on a national and
international level and put themselves in the front lines of
defense of the "national" interests of the ruling classes of
their respective states., In this way the CP and SP leaderships
reinforce the division of the working class.

The Fourth International is participating in the electoral
campaign for the European parliament in order that an interna-
tionalist and anticapitalist voice will be heard, a voice speak-
ing out for the workers, for women, for the oppressed national-
ities, for the youth, for the immigrants. It will seek to
show that in face of the coordinated international actions by
the European bourgeoisies it is necessary and possible to de-
velop a united response by the European working class to fight-
for the same objectives in all the countries,

2. Elections for a parliament at the service of capital

The European parliament will serve above all as a body to
rubber-stamp the decisions already taken by the states and gov-
ernments that defend the interests of capital in the nine coun-
tries of the European Community, a community founded totally on
the principles of the capitalist market economy. This means
forcing the workers to bear the burden of unemployment an and of
attacks on’ 1iving standards and democratic freedoms,

The European elections are not, however, simply an attempt
to divert the attention of the workers away from the grave
problems that confront them day to day. It is not only a matter
of a propaganda operation to try to refurbish European insti-
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tutions. The elections are also aimed at reinforcing institu-
tions that are designed to help the European bourgeosie to arrive
at and formulate measures and goals for protecting their interests
'in face of all their enemies and competitors.

Working people have nothing to hope for and nothing to de-
fend in this capitalist Common Market or its parliament,.,- The
workers have nothing in common with this Europe of the trusts
and banks, with this neocolonialist Europe that continues to
exploit its o0ld colonies, with this imperialist Europe allied
militarily with American imperialism, We are irreconcilable
opponents of the institutions of this Europe.

We oppose the argument that Europe can represent a useful
"third force" between the two "superpowers." European imperialisn
is in no way better than American imperialism., The multinationals
of European origin and orientation are no better than the Amer-
ican or Japanese multinationals.

We do not oppose the Europe of the trusts in the name of a
phantom "national independence,™" which is more and more utopian
and reactionary in the epoch of multinationals and of increas-
ing internationalization of the struggle of the workers., To
call for protectionist measures, which will inevitably bring
forth countermeasures by other countries, amounts in reality to
setting the workers against each other., This objectively contributes
to generalizing the decline in the living standards under the
_pretext of defending the "national industry." We oppose this Europe
in the name of the Europe of the workers, in the name of the
Socialist United otates of Europe. 1To the parallel myths of
"European solidarity” and "national sovereignty," we counter-
pose the slogan of internationalist solidarity: '"Workers of
all countries, unitel"”

3., Antidemocratic elections

The supposed champions of a united Europe have enclosed
these elections in a web of national election laws. They pre-
" vent the running of a single slate--independent of the nation-
ality of the candidates--in all nine states. In the different
countries they have placed countless obstacles to the running
of candidates. These supposed "defenders of human rights"
deny to millions of immigrant workers the most elementary civil
and political rights, such as the right to vote or to be a can-
didate. We affirm that our goal in such elections would be to
run a single slate of candidates composed of worker militants,
feminists, .and youth not only from the nine member countries of
the EEC but from all the affected countries, including repre-
sentation of immligrant workers from non-curopean countries.

The antidemocravic laws 1n various countries prevent us from do-
ing this. We will defend this perspective even though we
are forced to present slates on the national level,

. 4, Appeal to militants of the SPs and CPs

Socialist and Communist party militants need to think out
what a scandal it is that each of their parties in the nine
member countries of the EEC is going itw own way regarding these
elections.. The Italian and Spanish CPs support the Common
Market--under the pretext that it is possible to democratize it--



while the British, German, and Danish CPs oppose it. At a time
when the multinationals are maneuvering as they please on a

world scale, moving factories, installations, and orders from

one country to another according to their own profit calcula-
tions and political . aims, it is noteworthy that these parties

are incapable of counterposing to this a single international
program for defense of the interests of working people. If their
nationalism and sectarianism are not radically overcome, there
will be no struggle against the multinationals and the Europe

of the trusts.

We appeal to workers who look to the Socialist and Communist
parties to fight for their leaderships to break with the policy
of class collaboration and conciliation with the bourgeoisie,
to break with the policy of division of the working class, and
to declare themselves for workers governments without bourgeois
ministers, workers governments that could satisfy the basic de-
mands of the working masses.

5. Appeal to the trade unionists.

We call on the unionists and on all workers in the nine
menber countries of the EEC to demand that their unions organize
mass mobilizations and a campaign of effective strike action for
the thirty-five-hour workweek., IMany European trade unions have
come out in favor of this demand. At a time when unemployment
has reached such disturbing proportions, this slogan can no
longer be treated as merely a subject of propaganda.

We are nearly forty million trade unionists. If mobilized,
this force could impose the thirty-five-hour workweek with no
reduction in weekly or monthly wages, with obligatory propor-
tional hiring to fill the jobs that would be created, and with
workers control to prevent speed-up.

We propose that the unions should call as quickly as possible
a European Congress of Labor, which would bring together all
the unions without exclusion and assure broad, democratic rep-
resentation of factory delegates and the rank and file., Such a
congress could work out a concrete plan of struggle and imme-
diate mobilizations for the thirty-five-hour week. This could
be followed up by efforts to develop a common workers alterna-
tive to the capitalist austerity plans. All organizations of
the working class of capitalist Europe should unite in action
against the austerity policies of the different governments,
on the basis of a working-class and socialist plan to overcome
the crisis.

6. For the Socialist United States of Europe

In counterposing a Europe of the workers--a Socialist
United States of Europe that would destroy the division of
Europe-~to the Europe of the trusts and banks we are calling
on all wage earners and poor peasants, whatever their national-
ity, to unite in the struggle for socialism, for a society
" without unemployment or economic crisis and without social ine-
quality or oppression., To achieve this it is necessary to ex-
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\"/) propriate the capitalists, disarm the bourgeoisie, and estab-
lish workers power through democratically elected and centralized
workers councils, For the workers this will mean not only an
enormous extension of their economic and cultural rights and
power, but also a qualitative extension of their political
freedom, rights, and power in comparison with bourgeois par-
liamentary reginmes,

.77 gueh a socialist revelution would sweep away the discredit

! that has been heaped on socialism by the Stalinist bureaucracy,
in the USSR and Western Europe and the crimes it has committeds
It would reveal the true face of socialism, which would deci-
sively hasten the process of antibureaucratic political revolu-
tion in the "people's democracies” as well as the adhesion to
socialism by the workers of North Awmerica, Jjust as the political
revolution in Eastern Europe will hasten the rise of socialist
revolution in capitalist Europe.

% A ten-point program

Our campaign for the elections to the European parliament !
in the nine countries is based on a single, international pro-J
gram. We submi?® this program for discussion by all organiza-
tions of the workers movement, We ask them to consider a com-
mon campaign based on the key points of this program, which
defends the interests of the workers and of the socialist rev-
olution in these elections. '

1. Against the austerity policy imposed by the bourgeoisie
to make the workers bear the burden of the crisis,

For coordinated trade-union action on a European scale to
win the thirty-iive-hour week with no loss of weekly or monthly
wages, with obligatory hiring and with workers control over
the pace of work,

Against layoffs and factory closures; for veto power by i
the workers; for confiscation of closed-down factories and .
their reopening as nationalized enterprises under workers control,

Open the books of the multinationals! Open the books of
the European Commission (including those which concern the v
common agricultural policy)!

To counter inflation that goes hand in hand with unemploy-;
ment, a sliding scale of wages and social benefits,

To counter the capitalist economic crisis, a plan of -work--
ers solutions, developed by the workers movement, based on the
priority of fulfiliing the needs of the masses through national-
ization without compensation of large-scale industry, of the cre-
dit sector, and of foreign trade.

Against discrimination against immigrant workers, women,
and youth, who.are the main victims of unemployment.

For a policy of cheap credit and cooperative facilities to
aid the poor peasants, who are victims of the capitalist crisis
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and of capitalist intermediaries, This would make possible an
increase in the peasants' income and at the same time a lowering
of the prices paid by consumers for agricultural goods.

2. For complete equality of civil, political, and trade-
union rights for immigrant workers. Against all racist or chau-
vinist legislation limiting the free circulation of workers.,

To counter the racist and neofascist offensive, unity in action
of the whole workers movement to defend persecuted or threatened
minorities and victims of discrimination.

3, Against neocolonialismj; against the European imperialisms
and their aggression in Tchad, the Sahara, Djibouti, Zaire,
and elsewhere,

Solidarity with all the liberation struggles of the colonial-
ized peoples!

Leave NATO! Eliminate j4s nuclear arms!

Against the Europe of capitalist armies; international soli-
darity with the struggle of soldiers for their democratic rights
and for better conditions of life.

4, Against the oppression of national minorities in Europe
itself, such as the Basques and Catalans. For their unlimited
right to self-determination, For an independent united Ireland.
Withdrawal of British troops from the North of Ireland.

5. Solidarity with the struggle of the masses of Eastern
Europe and the USSR for their democratic, political, trade-union,
and national rights. Down with the dictatorship of the bureau-
cracy; for power to workers councils!Warsaw Pact troops out of the
Czechoslovak Socialist Republic! For the socialist unification
of Germany. For defense of the nationalized property systems
against imperialism,

6. Against the pollution and threats to the environment
caused by the system of profit and competition.

_Against the construction of nuclear power stations. Closure
of 'all such power plants in operation., The whole truth about the

present dangers from nuclear power plants must be made known to
everyone,

7. For support to the struggle of women for equality of
rights in law and in fact. Free abortion and contraception on
demand. EqQual pay for equal work, Special measures to compen-
sate for the effects of discrimination against women in training
and employment., ¥For quality collective facilities to put an end



to the double day of work.

8. Against the rise in représsive laws such as the ban
against "opponents of the Constitution" holding certain jobs in
the Federal Republic of Germany,

and the right to strike.

Against the "European Antiterrorist Convention," which is
not aimed at terrorism but at the radical wing of the workers
movement as a whole, :

For free circulation of workers and of all people and ideas
between all the states of Europe and of the world.

For the democratic right to completely free education for
all and a salary for students 16 years old; against selection
procedures that 1limit access to higher education; against bourgeois
education that is shaped to fit profitable, speclallzed and ¥
alienating work.

9. For unity in action of all parties of the workers move-
ment. Against all pacts with bourgeois parties.  Total inde-
pendence of the trade unions from the state,

To find a way out of the crisis it is necessary to over-
throw capitalism, to open the road to socialism, and for the
workers to take power,

10. Full support to the campaign of Portuguese, Spanish,
and Greek revolutionists against the integration of their coun-
tries in the Community of capital. The future workers govern-
ments in one or more of the nine member countries should break
with the Common Market, with the Europe of the trusts and of
big capital, and should launch the process of construction ofn
the Socialist United States of Europe.

}

Signatories: |

Great Britain International Marxist Group (IMG)

France Ligue Communiste Revolutlonnalre (LCR)

Federal Republic

of Germany Gruppe Internationale lMarxisten (GIM)

Belgium Ligue Révolutionnaire des Travailleurs/Revo-
- lutionaire Arbeiders Liga (ILRT/RAL) ~

Netherlands " Internationale Kommunisten Bond (IKB) -

Italy Gruppi Communisti Rlvoluz1onar1 (GCR)

Luxembourg Tigue Communiste Révolutionnaire (LCR)

Denmark Revolutionar Socialistischer Forbund (RSF)

United Secretarlat of the Fourth International

This campaign is supported by sections of the Fourth Inte;na-



tional in the countries whose governments have asked to join
the Common Markewv: '

Spain Liga Comunista Revolucionaria (LCR)

Portugal Parhdo Sowalitha. Revoucouario  CPIR)
Greece ‘Internationalist Communist Organization (OCID)



