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\'.'e   reco+`T;.nize   t;h:]`J7   t;:n.er`e   were    t`,./o   w:^I`s   in   Canbodia.      One
w,3.s   I-he   defensive   action   of   +he   VieJ-n,ri[ese   :T3.rEy   ,I+ir.€.a   r]`t
i-`u++inc   art   er.i`i   t,o   a   +hl`€r;i,   ±3T.   on   i+S   t>orfers.      The   oLr;f-r
{.`'as   I-`.^Le   novenen`   of  EFFrfe3±EriE±=  Canbod.lan  opposiLionisLs
bo+h   i.y.`side   Canboaia   fJ.ncl   in   exile   in  'vrie-nar..

I:r`je    essen+i:il   ne`ture   of    +he    siLucr2^Liori_   .I.,'.=,S    ,r2   bloc   beJ\.`'een

;::c.:i:L£:¥£S:h:mrfepnsn:g:S:rgffi:n:t£:±¥L:;i±::£Ei:;:+i::a±
+he   overthro\.,'  of  iol  Pot.
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The  Cambodian  ret>els  have  a perfect  right  to  Beck
and  accept  Vietnamese  help  --  indludiflg  massive
mill+ary  help  ~  t,o  achieve  theil`  goals.    And  it  is
qui+,e  possit>le  that  Can.bodian  revolutionary riarxists
¥::}S£:¥:res::hgha±b±:=:%±:n¥:oS:t±:t±£:tj:E:e::nt.

Certainly  the  fall  of  Pol  Pot  is  progressive.    JLt

::3::af-ils=. Po!:i!i::fg :ie=:E=r:::::=*:gof
inpel`ialist  domination.

±:::¥±::et%£ei#anY::::=e::vo=faL#15rs
lt  is  by  no  means  certain  tbat  they will  foster  the

est;ablishment  of  a  workers  sta+,e  in  Cambodia  des|tite
the  objective  and mss  pressures ± in  that  direction.

And  it  is  cel`tain  that  tbe-lvietnamese Stalinists
will  exert  all  their  Strength  to  block  the  establishment

::u¥3rE::£ a:i:e:fr#k:e:£CS::yth=. Uanbodia --  tfat
(hir  concern  is  wi.th  the  exterision  of  tbe  Socialist

vT:¥£::::::.fr¥6a::ord¥±E¥.Yew:°=::==L:as:rn¥±=::=:S€o
I:L5i¥£o3¥:ha:a±£:sa8¥n=:eo±hfa:t;iE3::1:°:g±::%L±:;eriaiisn's
a+tempts  +o  s-rengthen  its  -position  in  the  region.

We  know  tha+  Jihe  reason  tbe  inpel`ialis+,s  call  for

::::i:a::Its:¥::±L:e=T:g:]yan±ScB3:a:hi:yr:£g::€i:::will
be  the   establishment  of  a  workEps   stat:e  in  Cambodia.

Bu+.  +he  invasion  has  to  be  viewed  ag  a  tactic  in  an

3=::::I:?¥+:;:::o:E:!oELgpur!::i,:Xeopi:!:=ei:::ri::s
State.    We  can  t  give  any  confidence  to  this  policy
even  when  the  actions  bave  initial
liken  tbe  fall  of `~ol rot.

E.

pl.ogressive  consequences

ro|¥ei:if:::g::eE:I:h:e::t::rn::s:o:E:I::::stoir:h:eg:Eu=ionary
even  though mistakes  are ||-made.

on]:h:h±:v::€t:=S;s¥::¥fg£:n¥=:tfdr£::L¥b°Sk¥±eT=:tings
n  Def ense  of sn.    trot

goals  of  the
S]ry  explained  the  clef ezisive

oviet  bureaucl`acy,  i?._g?swer  to  the  petty-
5ourgeoig  opposition  that  can 'the  lBSB  embarked  en-a  c'ourse
of  imperialist  expansion.    He  took note  of  every progressive
Step  toward  the  overthrow  of  capitauaD in  tbeB  occupied
areas,



3

de  urged  re'\-olutionists  in  the  occupied  area
to  take  advantage  of  tbe  opportunity  presented
b:r  tbe  invasion  to  conplet;ely  extil`pate  the
old  regime,   ovel`turn  landlordism,   seize  the
fact;ories.  and  overtHhl`ow  capitalism.

f>ut  lr`...tsky  took  no  responsibility  whatever
for  the  St;alinisi  rie+:'ioas   of  defendinLT   the  UbiJR/
He  called  for  revolutionisJls  in  +,he  occupied  areas
to  have  no±  confidence  in  the  Staliflist  rulers.

of]L±:±¥p[p:::1:£k¥;Sto:t*n£:n°€5,e5=£o!::£dr:%:I::±onists
today.     ,|dvance  the  socialis+  revolu+ion,  but  no  confidence
whatever  in  J-he  `V'ie-nanese  Stalinists.

2.   lou  wro+e,   ''1  find   their    (+he  Pol  Po+   re6i:-,e's   J
policies  +oo  bizal`I`e   to  believe   +hey  al`e  a  reflection
of  e-Ten  an  unusually  I`otJ-en  StalinisJi  leadership.     Their

:%::i::1:-:aE[:¥s9:.9±t±es.  for  exanple.   seens  alien
The  rol  Po+-Ieng  SaI.y  grouping  `.ro^S  a  wing  --  eventually

the  doninanL  wing  --.  in  +.he  Canbodian  Ci.  which  has  roots  dating
t)ack  to  tbe  1950s.     This  party  became  more  active  in  the
1960s  ][H±  but  won  a  mass  base   only  in  +:1.e   1970s.

It  was  always  a  recognized  part  of  the  Stalinist  movenen+„
although  a  I.elatively  isolated  one.

seh:g£±°±nf£::=:?g  i:`:-g  8::;Pt:§  :a:ei::±n:£  ±£etE:e:.:£L£?St

wi:EisrE:3:p::gag:=Ti::p3f:de::i;!88g::riI:n=okyp:u3::i::i::y
kicked  then  out  of  the  government  and  tried  to  hunt  then
down.

Their  nassive  gr.owl;h  st;enned  from  a  tight  alliance  in  the
ear.ly  1970s  with  the  -V-ietnanese  CP  .     The  latter  helped  then
huild  an  army  and  adninistrtritive  stl'ucture  af ter  the llay
1970  invasion.

RELalinist sLI`ateg:I of people's war in
:;e¥i:8rE:I::  ;Ia::::i±£: 5±£a£:3£.W±+h  ref'Besentatives

w ai'i::n3::::  3Eo3:a::3:p  g:;  ::g:c::Sew:::ot::+:::e3fw:?f  thelNorth  Korean.  Yugoslav.  and  Romanian  rulers.

And  until  tbe  break  wi+h  Viet:nan  in  late  1977.  no  other

:::15n=g:a:gi:=:E::?:ge8h:h:o;2:FE:i:::c:::Se;:::::dofhe
expulsion  of  tbe  urban populafiofl.
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co±uE:::r±a:¥; r=giE:fFni:? :::o#i::: :i::o:ic
fa±gx  Stalinis+  ideology  and  f^rqunen` s.

Split;s  from  the  mling  group  --  and  +he  purges
i+  cal`ried   outi   agp.ins+   susf,ec+ed  dissiden.is   --
in\Atic:1+e    I-,h€   i>J:alinis+,   Chtrir   CJ:.er.   c)f   +,he   J:iiL`OC)iian

p,:::yiEec?::::iT:::;spa:In::¥::|yri:i5:::e:Pe-:::::::
of   +he  new  l;anbodian
officials   in  i:n.e  p+-.o

The  Stalinist
unciuesticinab1e.

18£::

QEt8¥

ernneni  were  I`ather  high
I`e 5|me .

of   +he   Canbodian  C:=`   are
therefore  necessary  to  shc>w

a  break  wi+h  Stalinism  in¥  in  of6.er  to  renove  it
fror.  +:n,e  St:ilinist  cat;egory.     1`o   such  qualit;ative
bre:ik  c=Ln  be   shown  on  the  part  of  any  corLponefit
of   Jihe  leadership  up  to  the   tine  it  lost  po.,`.:el`.

The   top   leader.ship  was,   of   course,   ncr>.de  up   of

:±:I=:%::g::i::I:3:p:i:£:i:+imf:;:¥:?::fr::^:;::i:£±:n
in  power  is  petty  t>oul.geois  nationalism.

ha:Ei;rd:F::g:=i:+:gtE:nu::3Tn#fg:.wog::£Eclass
class  hatred  is  of  the  essence  of  Stalinism.

!,:;:::;I:::i::;:i::::::;;::;:;i:i::E:::I:£::a:;i::a-:
peasan+  novemen+   could  act  as  +.he  Canbodians  did:

"The  cormanding  stratum  of  thechiDese  :Red  Army  has  no  doubt
Succeeded  iBh:a:B::a::ngf i:S:±£o::+±e:::u¥::i=r;rfp::;;i:gd
c ormand s .
mass   organizat,ions  of  Lhe  prole+aria+,  I`e.nd. eps  cont7rol   over+he  cormanding  stratum  virtually  impossible.     The
connanders  and  con]iisars  appear  in  the  guise  of  absolute
mas+el`s   of  the   situation  and  upozi  occupying  J-be  citiEE5  will
I)e  ra+her  apt  to  look  down  from  above  oD  the    workers.

""or  should  one  for.get  such   'Jil`ifles'   as  the   fact  tbat
within  cities  the  offices  and  staffs  of  the  victorious  al`mies
are  established  flot  in  the  prolet;arian  nuts.  bu+  in  the  finest
city  buildings,  in  the  apal`tmenJLs  and  homes  of  tbe  bourgeoisiei

fdt£:Lp::±=€a:g±::t€:  ±::L±%£:i::ES:: 3:rth:fu€E:I , :::€=d,
and'educat±d'classes,  in  floH    way  part  of  tbe  pl`oletariat.

UThus  in  Chiaa  tbe  causes  and  grounds  for  conflict  between
the  arny,  which  is  peassnt  in  composition  and  petty  bourgeois
in  leadership,  and  the  worker.s  riot  only  are  Dot  eliminated
but,  on  the  contrary,  .all  the  cil`cunstances  are  sucb  ag  to
greatly  increase  the  possibility  and  even  the  inevitat}ility
of  such  conflicts:  and  in  additiofl  I  tbe  cbances  of  the
proletariat  are  far  less  favol`at>1e  to  t>ein  with  than
Was  tbe  case  in  BuglBa.`         ..,



"unusually  I`o+ten".  than  i.'h .i
Spain,   the  Sovie+   Union,   and

The  bEbeayal   of   the   Cambodina  revolution  Lc2^nd   the  brutal

::p3::;:i::n9:;:h:::5e:3un=:rp:::i:::oi:ryan8:g::i:f=?le
But  ±E  were  +,hei `  act;ions  really  nol`e  horrible.  rtore

;£i-n:iali,:;s:: did  in
my  Opinion.

The   actions   of  t;he  rol  `~ot   I`ecsime   al`e   a  gocErerinder
thp^+  i)talinisn  in  gover.ti.I..en+al  pO' .... er f===.-._.: .... iL-L£=-inLz=±
is  not  inevitably  dl`iven  to  establish  a  workers  state,
but  can  go  off  in  a  different  and  opposed  direction.

The  Canbodian  I`ebine  followed  cTn  econonic  stl`at;e.:y  =ir=±L
that,  utilizing  extreme  forms  of  state  intervention  in  tl.e
econon.v  and  cmshing  tbe  workel`s,   that  fostered   the  5-I`o\i,tth  cf
a  ca:,\italist  class  ±in  the  state  ar,paratus.    '.Their
strate
%I.iculI:I::S]:£o:°::e:±::±£a::n5h:o:a=L€=ee=!±°±:=±±:n]:.,f:e
higher  education,  madical  care.  entertainment,   and  other
things  that  eat  up  the  surpLBus  --  in  ol`der  to  builc`\.  exports
and  use  these  to  finance  industrial  production.     They  were
not   opposed  t;o   cities   on  pl`incip   e,   ol`  to   indus+r}r,   and  had

±I`at;egywasz[isanothel`=F_mattel`.
While   state  intervention  was  mol`e  extl`eme  because  of  the

depth  of  the  ocononic  collapse  in  1975  and  the  civil  war,

:::n¥:::§:ikr:tiet8¥=b¥a:es±:i::.ro:°±:hfinf:I:£¥::ii:sser.
cnd  as  in  those  cases.  the  EH  inevitable  end  result  is
deepening  dependence  on  imperialism.

Thus  in  Canbodia,  a  govelrment  monopolized  by  a  Stalinist
parJLy  had  +o  be   ovel`t;brown  in  order  fol`  it  to  t>econe  Possible
i or   ^in  the  Canbodian  people  to  Establish  a  workers  and
peasants  govel.omen+,  and  a  workers   stn+e.

There  will  be  mol`e  inE  oul`  press   soon  on  these  issues.
I  hope  this  provides  some  c.clarification  for  you.

Comradely,

Fred  Feldman


