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foeg, nnd fron +the danrers posed Y “lle currcexn” uwlliince
2 UL, dmperi<lisn =nd *+he Yeking rulers, 40 rmrricul T
*Nig posed *re darnver of Unm oflz emergine ng an I-mericlist
Jzehold on * g *rodchinene penisul .,

£ *he Vie*nanmese retime were revolutionarr, it woull be
correct *o ive I+ *re beneflis of *he dou bt on *he Tmzerlcsl
ues*iorn of *h¢ invnasion. Cert-inly *thers is ro*hinge
¢ acred about vorders whnen Lt cones Y0 protecting or exteniing
“he socizlis* revoluhion.

Bu*% would z revolutionsry reci csnfronted *this
xind of rrobler? *ould i% have = hut foekic?

Trhat ie no% ossible for us %o de*

Su* we know Sho%t *thie Vie*n-nes is% aimz ore no%
revelutionnry Jte invusicn BT “ic rot in = s*r-ltegy
of ex*e¢niing *he revélu®tion, bu tecyv ¢l rercelul
co Xls%ence wi*th impericslism whi orcllory of the
thecry” ¢l sccCcirlilsm in one countryy,

The centrel cuestlion Tor o uB i how to sivance the B Ccobodian
revolu*tion as pzart of *he interns*icnal extension of
sccizlis® revolu*ion,

We recosnize tha% there were Ywo wurs in Cambodiz. Une
was *he defensive action of *+he Vie*narese arny zirmed ot
pu*r*ing an end %o s *hres* x¥ on i*s borders, The o*hLer
was *ne nmovezen* of BEREEXIXIRRXEXX Cambodian oprosi“ionis*s
bo+h inside Canbhodia and in exile in Vie narm.

he essen*i:nl nature of *he si*ua®ion wss 2 bloc be’ween
*he Vie*namese ar%y and these EpEEX Ltalinis*-led oppositional
forces, wi*h the Vie*namese providing nos* of *he mascle for
“he overthrow of rol Fot,
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The Cambodian rebels have a perfect right to seek
and accept Vietnamese help -- indluding massive
mili*ary help -~ to achieve their goals. And it is
quite possible +*hat Cambodian revolutionary lMarxists
would favor such a bloc in this situation. But we
don + have enough information to make that Judgement.

Certainly +the fall of Pol Pot is progressive. *t
opens tieg possibility of mewasmsissx: over+turning
capitalism. <%t blocks the road to a restoration of
imperialist% domination.

But will the e p—-tdabiristmpws Vietnamese sfalcn\sts
- advance the further course of the Cambodian revo-
lutioni

1t is by no means certain that they will foster the
establishment of a workers state in Cambodia despite
the objective and mass pressures Mmsk in that direction.

And it is certain that theywmis”Vietnamese Stalinists
will exert all their strength to block the establishment
of workers and peasants democracy in “ambodia -- that
would doom their own.rule in Vietnam.

Our concern is with the extension of the socialist
revolution. That is why we do not call for Vietnamese
v ithdrawal from Cambodia. We mwmmaflse have no reason to
believe such calls advance the s%ruggle for gbcn.al:Lsm
in Cambodia at this time, or the struggle against 1mper1allsm s
a*temp*s *o s rengthen its P position in the region.

We know tha* “he reason the imperialis*s call for
withdrawal so vociferously is that *they fear the end
resul% of the Vie*namese and Cambodian rebel actions will
be the establishment of a workes sta*e in Cambodia.

But +he invasion has to be viewed as a tactic in an
overall counterrevolutionary policy on the part of the
bureaucratic cgs*te that misurles the "ietnamese workers
state., We can t give any confidence to this policy
even when the actions have initial progressive consequences
like® the fall of <ol fot.

The Vietnamese role here is not comparable to the Cuban
role in ifrica. 4n the latter case the goals are revolutionary
even though mistakes are guismsi made.

in this context, you might want to read T ”rotxky s vritings
on the Soviet invasion of Finland and folish Ykriane in

*n Defense of Marxism. Trotsky explained the defensive
goals of the ooviet bureaucracy, in answer to the petty-
bourgeois opposition that saw the USSR embarked en a course

- of imperialist expansion. He took note of every progressive

step toward the overthrow of capitallsn in thelx occupled
areas. .



He yrged revolutionists in the occupied area
to take advantage of the opportunity presented
b tke invasion to completely extirpate the
0ld regime, overturn landlordism, seize the
factories, and overtxmhrow capitalism.

but “rotsky took no reSponslbllltv whl,ever
for the Stalinis® me*hods of defending “he UsuRY
He called for revolutionis*s in *he occupled areas
to have nox confidence in the Stalinist rulers.,

I think Trotsky's stance offers a bpoad ou%line
of *he approach %o be taken by Cambodian revolutionists
today. ~dvance +the socialis* revolu*ion, bu®% no confidence
whatever in *he Vie“namese S+talinis*s.

2. You wrote, "I find +heir (%he Pol Po+ regire's /
policies *oo bizarre *o believe +they are a 1~eflec“10n

of een an unusually rot*en S*allnls leadership., Their
par**culwr view of g¢ities, for example, seems alien

even *to S5*alinis’s,

The Yol Po+-leng Sary grouping was a wing -- eventually
the dominan* wing -- in +he Cambodian Cr which has roots dating
back to the 1950s. This party became more active in the
1960s xr# but won a mass base only in +the 197Cs, :

I+ was always a recognized part of the S*tszlinist movement,
alvhough a relatively isolated one,

The rol roteleng S:ry grouping was trained in the S*alinist
schoolxx in faris. Ieng Sary was a member of the Frernch Cr.

Thls grouplng parclclpafed in a popular-front type coalition
with “rince ~ihanouk in *he early 1960s. Sihanouk subseguently
kicked them out of the governme“+ and tried to hunt them
down.

Their massive growth s*%emmed from a +1ph* alliance in the
early 1970s with the Vietnamese CP . The latter helped then
huild an army and administrative structure after the liay
1970 invasion.

mhev followed +he‘S*a11nls+ s*rategm of people S war in
seeklng power -- including *he bloc wi*th rerrmesentatives
of the ruling classes 1ike “ihanouk.

Vie*namese sponsorship was rejected with the end of +he
war in faver of Peking. Bu* ties were also reteined with tle
North Korean, Yugoslav, and Romanian rulers.

And until the break wi+h Vietnam in late 1977, no other
S+talinis* regime challenged +he "Communist" credentials of
the Cambodian goernment. The Soviet bureaucracy praised the
expulsion of the urban population.



‘n power, the regime ruled through the his*oric
Communis* farty and defendel it+s actions with =
kiwx Stalinis* ideology ané arfurien’s,

Spli%s from %he ruling group -- and *he purges
i* carried ou* 3gains*® susnec*ed dissiden*s --
indici%e *he O%alinis* char c*ter of the “zubodien
party's components. They usually aligned “hemselves
with *he Vie*namese Stalinis*s. The curren* leaders
of +the new “ambodian governmen® were rather high
officials in *“he prol Yot regire.

The S%talinist gfiging of *he Cambodian Cr are
ungues*ticnable. +t is *therefore necessary %o show
a break wi*h Stalinism ¥x in ofider to remove it
from *he S%zlinist category. 4o such quali*ative
break czn be shown on “he part of any componet?t
of *he leadership up to the time it lost power.

The tor leadership was, of course, made up of
pe“*y bourgzeosis xenophobes. 3Bu* *his is hardly
alienk to Stalinism., ©Stalinism is a pe*ty bourgeois
current in the world 'workers movemsht. gt *talinism
in power is pe*ty bourgeois na‘ionalism.

Thier antagonism to the urban x$xkerxr=sx® working class
hardly differentia*tes them from Stalinism. #Puchx
class hatred is of %the essence of Stalinism.

In a 1932 article entitled "4easant War in China
and the “role*ariat", reprin%ed in Tro*sky on China,
“rotsky predicted tha* *the otalinis* leadership of =a
peasan* movemen* could ac* as the Cambodians did:

"The commanding stratum of theChinese Xed Army has no doubt
succeeded in incilca*ing i+tself wit+h +he habi* of issuing
commands. +he absence of a s*rong revolu*ionary party and
mass organizations of *he prole*ariat renders con*rol over
+he commanding stratum virbually impossible. The
commanders and coni:isars appear in *he guise of absolute
mas-ers of *he situation and upon occupying “he citis will
be rz+her apt to look down from above on the workers.

"uagr should one forge* such '*rifles' as the fact that
wishin cities the offices and staffs of the victorious armies
are established not in the proletarian huts, bu®* in the finest
city buildings, in the apartmen*s and homes of the bourgeoisie;
and all this facilitates the inclination of the upper,stratum
of the peasant armies to feel themselves part of the cultured'
and'educatéd'classes, in nox way part of the proletariat.

. ¥Phus in China the causes and grounds for conflict between
the army, which is peassnt in composition and pe*ty bourgeois
in leadership, and the workers not only are not eliminated
but, on the contrary, all the circumstances are such as to
greatly increase the possibility and even the inevitability
of such conflicts; and in addition x the chances of the
proletariat are far less favorable to bein with than
was “he case in Rusisa.™ -




The beteayal of +the Cambodina revolu*tion and the bru%al
suppression @f *he workers and peasan“s is ano*her example
of 5talinism s virulent counter "evolutionary capacities.
But xx were thei -~ actions rezlly nore horrible, nore
"unusually ro=ten" than vh.% *h- Stalinis%s did in
Spain, the Sovie* Ynion, and China' Wot in my opinion.

The actions of the f0l ¥o% regime are a god rerinder
tha* dtzlinism in governrental poer b TIITERETSE
is no* inevitably driven to establish a workers state,
but can go off in a different and opposed direction.

The Canmbodian rebime followed an economic strategy esaie.
that, utilizing extreme forms of state intervention in the
econony and crushing the workers, that fostered the growth cf
a capitalist class dess in the state apparatus. ‘heir
strateYr was to concentrate on the maximum exploitztion of
griculfural labor -- eliminating for a time all frills likxe
higher education, madical caré, entertzinment, and other
*hings tha* ea® up the surpleus -- in order to build exports
and use these to finance indus*rial production. They were
not opposed %o cities on princip e, or to industry, and had
already begun *“o HEdesPrwyr establi®h new industries and
par*tially repopula*te ‘the cities (some estinstes put ghe
populz*tion of +nompenh as high as 200,000 at the end/.

Their aim was to build a strong, indepenien*, industrizlized
Carbodia ruled by themselves. df course how realistic that
grategy was ® is another ssEg.matter,

While state intervention was more extreme because of the
@epth of the economic collapse in 1975 and +the civil war,
*he basic s*ra*egy % was similar *to *that followed in
coun*ries like liozambique today or in Egypt under Uasser.
And as in +those cases, the Er inevitable end result is
deepening dependence on imperialism.,

Thus in Cambodia, & governmen* monopolized by a Salinist
par*y had *o be overthrown in order for it to become possible
for _EE the Vambodian people %o Bstablish a workers and
peasan®%s governmen* and a workers sta‘e.

_ There will be more inm our press soon on these issues.
i hope this provides some c¢clarification for you.

Comreaéely,

Fred Feldman




