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Near Comra-ess

I have he~n following the Militant newspaper renorts of the
sneaking tour of Drake Koka over the past we-ks., It is ~raisy~rthy
that the Socialist Workers Party has offered us the oprartunity

to hear a representative of the "Rlack Consci~usness" movement ard.
the RBlack Allied Wnrkers nion. Koka, and the late Steve Biko,

have piven Western Marxists a bhetter understanding of the ideolo-
2ical and social nature onf their movement in southern Africa.

I, alone with several other memhers of the Dehs Caucus of the
Socialist Partv, USA, attended the sneaking engagement of Mr,
Koka on November 1 here ir “ilwaukee. DMost of us were a little
perr’exed at several statements made by Koka., Wwe were also con-
cerned by what Oshorne .iart of the SWTI did not say during his
hrief statement at the s=2me meeting,

We recngnize that Koka himself is not a arxist-Leninist or a
3ncialist per se, but he dnes esrouse a vague anti-racist and
ant-imperialist concent of "Black communalism",., Koka never quite
explained what he meant, but he did state that S~uth Africa was

the one nation on the African continent that was still not "1lib-
erated", We Marxists of cours= had to balk at this slander arainst
the ornressed working and poor citizens of the Certral African Erpire,
Uganda, “orocco, Zaire and not tn mention Zimbabwe and other
nec-cnloniAal regimes.,

when questisred ahout the role the white pr~l=atari-t nlays ir the
liberatinn moverment, Koka stated "the white prolet-ri=t =re the
henecici=ries of racism... thev are the goverment". Tis, cnvrades,
ia nathire eart nf a eclnssic statement of cl-se hetraval, We
clearlyv recoenize the divide and conauer tactics of the bourgeoi-
sie against al?! African workers, but tn state th-t the white prole-
tarait is the government is plainly absurd. To accept this formu-
lation we would have to defend South Africa as we do other deformed

workers states.

Koka's resnonse to another question caused us further cnoncern.
"What are the political parties involved ip the liberation
strugrle and what dn you se~ as their rolel?" Koka rer'ied: "We
have no pnlitical parties to contest elections" becmuse we are
not nermitted to openly advncate our ideas. "We are building a
prlitical movement to carry forward the revnlution". Wwe wnnder



where Lenin and the 3Bolsheviks would be if they had this narrow
conception of the role of a party in Czarist Ruszia.

Koka ended his talk with a farmulation much like the Black ultra-
nationalists many Marxists encountered in the New Left of the
Sixties, On th~ auestion of divestment he said"I've got the right
to say'U.S. foreign investrment out.' There can be no dehate." It
se=~ms to me that divestment is a strategy thnt needs further dehate
and to cut off debauﬁpndia]ectical to say th=e least.

Ultimately we cannot fault Drake Koka for all his anti-M=2rxist
nnsitinns. After all he dnesn’'t cl2i~ to be a socialist. Comrade
Jlart and the SWP, hnwever, should make it a point to critique
loka's ad”ress in a serious and corradely way from a revolu-
tionary Marxist persnective, art's cnmments were snlely on the
need to help finance 'r. Koka's tour. In fact no one, excent for
individuals in the 75% Left audience ®ven brought up socialism,
Ad”itionally, Comrade liart was introdiiced as a NAACT activist and
no mention was made of his assnciation wit™h the SWF,

Finally, I su-sest as ‘‘arxists we put forward the ners—ective of
Brack Cnnsciousness alone, Noj Black and Class Consciousness

trgether, Yes,
Siijgme]y,l
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