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September 28, 1978

From: United Secretariat Bureau

To: Political Bureaus of the sections and comrades responsible
for women's liberation work -

Concerning:  International campaign on abortion

‘I. Agenda for meeting of" representatlves of European Political
Bureaus (Nov., 3-4, 197/8)

v An information point concerning the international cam-
paign on abortion will be added to the two points already pro-
posed for the agenda (elections to the European Parliament;
draft of the European resolution),

II..  International coordination meeting for the abortion cam~
pﬁign held in Brussels oeph. 2%, 1978

'1l. We wilk not attempt rere to give a detailed account
of thls meeting, ‘'since this will be done by the British National
Avortion Campaign (NAC), which is coordlnatlng this campaign
between intermational meetings. - We note only that it was a
successful meeting whiek showed that this campaign has won an
auéience on an international 1eve1 thanks to the contacts that

were made over the- summer, Authorltatlve national abortion
rights organizations in Canada and Quebec, the USA, and Mexi-
co have declared their support to the propesal for an interna-
tioral day of action *or the right’ to abortion and contraception
and against forced sterilization, the date of which has been
definitively set for March 31, 1979. A major part of the
Buropean movement for abortion rights was represented, either
by delegates of natiovnal coordinating committees (Creat Britain,
Hollanéd, and Belgium) or by representatives of local groups.
From France, Family Planning and the SGEN-CFDT (the teachers
union linked to the CFDT) sent official representatives.

It was decided at this meeting to print and distribute .
as quickly as possible an appeal for the day of action that
addresses itself to feminiet organizations polltlcal parties,
trade unions, and individuzls who are ready to join in this
struggle, asklng them to stupport the campaign both politically
ané materlally.

‘The meeting also discussed a proposal for a poster that
would be printed in varbus countriez. The design of the poster
can then also be used to prcduce buttons and stickers.

Informatlve materlals on the situation concerning abor-
tion and support for the campaign in each country will be dis-
tributed by the British grour that is coordinating the inter—
national campaign., the International Campaign for Abortion
Rights (ICAR), whlch ‘has comnssituted ‘itself as an organization
dlstinct from NAC.

An international calendar on the themes of the campaign
will be put out by the Dutch ”"Belglan coordinating groups by
December,



D

The next international coordination meeting was set for
December 9, 1978 in Paris, in order to leave enough time for
national coordination coalitions to get going on their work
between now ard then., Already, actions for the right to abor-
tion and contraception are planred on a national level in
Great Britain, Belgium, Holland, and Canada-Quebec.

2. All sections that have not already done so should

make direct contact with NAC-ICAR, whose new address is:

374 Grays Inn Road

London WC 1

tel: (01) 278-0153
If you_are not already receiving it, you should request to
receive all material concerning the campaign, as a political
organization wishing to actively support this mobilization.

3. A number of comrades attending the Brussels meeting
had not zeen the information material or the letters sent by
the United Secretariat Bueau to the section leaderships at
the beginning of. July and the end of August. FPlease be sure
that the comrades responsible for this work sce the past and
future correspondence relating to this campaign and to the work
¢f our fraction. We decided in June to end the international
women's commission in the form in had functioned up to then
¢L crier to avoid problems of parallel functioning and to assure
better liaison with section leaderships regarding our women's
berzbion work. But this should not lead to a decrease in
o:mation that is ava;;able to the comrades leading the work.

4, It is imporvtant for us to schedule enough time for
fraction meetings pricr to each international coordination
meeting in order to discuss the polltlcal questions that are-
posei, 'The frachion meeting the evening prior to the last in-
ternational coordinstion meeting was very useful in preparing
the pa:ticipation of our current in the meeting the following
day.- To assure the best oreparation of our work, we propose. to-
hoid a fraction meseting on Frida December 8° at 2 p.m. in Paris
at the headquarters of the LC O impasse Guéménée (metro
Ba-t¢lle). We reed more than one evening for the fraction dis-
cussion, Thus all comrades who plan to attend the next inter-
naticnal meeting should %ry to arrange things so that are free
on Friday.

5. PFinally, there is a distussion taking place inside
the international coalition concerning the presence of male sup-
porters at these planning meetings. We think that wherever pos-
S8ilbe it is best to encourage groups and committees to send fe-
male representatlves to these international meetings; this con-
forns with our position on the need for women to take the lead
in the fight for their liber&tion. However, we are opposed to
the exclusion of men who might be sent by an organization.that
does not have many women members (such as certain trade unions)
or in cases where it was impossible for a women to come. But
we think that at the present stage, since this discussion has
not yet taken place in the 1nternatlonal coalition in a thor-
ough way, the sections and sympathizing organizations of the
Fourth International should 3end women comrades to these meetings.

Revolutionary g reetings,
Allio, for the United Secretariat
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Paris,
Septeber 22nd, 1978

Subject: repression in Syria.

Dear comrades,

We enclose a statement abeut repression in Syria
which came into eur pessessien shortly before the August vacatien

peried.

We ask yeu te make the information in this statement knewn as widely
as possible in the workers and socialist movement. In particulai
we suggest that yeu bring this infermation to the attentien ef

huran rights and solidarity erganisations. It will be impertant

te draw tais stotement to the ajtention of Arsh organisations.,

Ary cretests sheuld te directed to the Syrian Embassy in your country.
If your country does not have a Syrian Embassy, the protests should

go directly to theSyrian President, Damascus, Syria.
Please inform us of any pretests on this question.
Cemradely Greetings,

Dave Windsor

(Fer Bureau)



HALT REPRESSION IN SYRIA
No one 1s ignorant of the fact that the most elementary human

rights are practically non-existent in military police dictator-
ships in various Third World.countries. In such countries, the -
usual fate of any political opponent of the regime is prison

and torture.

This 15 the case 1n Syria, where about one thousand Syriun
political prisoners f111 the regime's jails. Many have been there
for a nqmber-of years, most notably the partisans of the previous
fregime, or those of the Baath party in power in Iraq (where
repression is no less severe), not counting Palestinian militants
arrested in Syria, and Palestinian and Lebanese militants arrested
in Lebanon by Syriasn troops and transferred to Syria in the

most arbitrary'rashion.

To the~abcve-nen$ionedA can he added since the beginning of 1977
arowxzd 150 men and women, students and workers, accused of
membership of narxist organisations. None of these can be charged
with anything that is not in fact a simple exercise of the elemen~
tary democratic rights: i.e., no act of "terrorism". no possession
of arms...nothing but membership of the "League of Communist
Action”} the "Workers League" or lgther groups whose only crinme
18 to have dared to oppose the established dictatorship and
called forja democratic resistance of the masses against this
oppression.

Por the past 18 months, dozens of arrests have taken place daily
in Syria. Host of those detalned were released after this K
routine practice of terrorism, while others are still imprisoned
without any form of trial other than the 1nterrogations carried
out by the "gecurity" serV1cis often accompanied by et g

nal-treatment.



There has been no official accusation, no frialjand.léﬁjér wntil”
this day, in spite of the fact that the regime has announced the
annulnent of emergency laws. If there was any such annulment,

it only benefited the sﬁeculatbrsbéﬁd monopolists, "As for
political militants, arbitrariness still reigns,

Several cases of torture were reported, the most common forms
being: beatings with rods, electric"sﬁock:treétﬁeﬁf;jeiééfficvﬁ
fChafées aﬁplié&‘td'the'génitals and sodomisation,™ An innovation
in this field < which ‘was 1nfllcted “on two female militants - s

is h&nging heavy'welghts “from the breasts in front of thelr flance

and brother“reSDeéfively; The fact that'thb torture of women

’J&

s being pract*ced for the’ flrst tlme 1n Syrla reflects an

aggravation of_gge repression.

Thers is an urgeht need for action to demand a halt to torture

and the liberation of political detainees. " It is imperative 

that an international uelegation'%iéit Syriahto'investigate tﬁé

conditions of prisoners. To this end, we address our call to

all democratic organisations and democrats.

June 20th, 1978 Committee for the Defence of
Political Detainees in the Middle
East.

FIRST LIST OF DETAINEES IN SYRIA ACCUSED OF MEMBERSHIP ©F MARXIST

ORGANISATIONS.
Name' Profession Date of arrest
Hussein Amara’ Teacher January 1977
Yussef al-Benni Worker :Méréh11977.

Badr Shammout " W

Muhammed Zaghaﬁi " it
Muhammad Maamar Fuployee "



Georges Did

Muhammad al-Mahmoud
Izzat Mahmoud

Taj al-Din Risha
Ghassan Sbeih
Dahowan Homsi
Hassan Zahra
Munzer Abhas

Nasr Dayoub
Ibrahim Ghanem
Rizk=allah Jamous
Amjad Kallas
Muhammad Mellisho
Hassan Renjous
Jihad Roumieh
Ibrahim Samuel
Khodr Jaber
Muhammad Maatouk
Salah al~-Din Suieiman
Hussein Samra
Fouad Hejjo

Fayez Sara

Ismael Hamadeh
Khaled Abdel Wahab
Njoud al-Yussef
Sana Kurdi

Khuloud al-Abdallah

Leyla Nahhal
Sabah Abdel Kay

Pharmatist March 1977

(working in industry)
Agricultural worker "

Employee ¢
" "
" "
Teacher "
" "
Student "
" "
tﬂ 1
" "
; ]
" "
" -
" "
" "
Army officer June 1977

n L

Worker December 1977
! March 1978
Employee i
Teacher &
Student i
Worker May 1978

" "

Pharmacist "
(employed in industry)

Teacher "

Student "



Hala al-Abdallah Student May 1978

Rosette Issa U "

"

Parouz EKhouri "

Rana Sayour " .

Kamal ai—Sayed workeg W

Samih Iﬁrahim - "

Ghazi Kﬁeirbek n u

Khalil ﬁroue v . "

Mouafak.Semsendya n ,d

Abu Issé Tel Sikkin Agricultural worker .

MorheJ Tel Sikkin i

Abbas-Abbas* Employee j?

Eacan al-Mahmoud "  ﬁ”
Daigham}Hemsi l" Qy
Famzl Satik L "
ibdel Malek Assaf " Deacher i

vAkram Kasir =« o "

Munzer Khallotf "

Abdel Jabbour Nassif Maquettist "
Tussef Abdel XKey** Drawer .
Riad al-Jundi Student "

Muhammad al-Mahmoud " "o
Ibrahim al-Benni " i

Fadi Homsi 1 "
Bassel Hourani i i
Munkez Hourani o L
Bassel Kasrin "
Salim Kasrin " "
Nazih Nahhas : " "
Imad Sabbagh - " "
Walid Serhan "o "

* critical situation



28 de setiembre de 1978

Exp. Burd del SU
Dest. Buros politicos de las seceiones

Aqui una carta de la direccién del PST de Argentina (Exterior)
agradeciendo a todos los que han ayudado en la campana por la
liberacidn d= los dirigentes del PST, Morepno y Strasberg, los
cuales han recientemente salido del carcel en Brasil. El
texto puede ser reproducido o utilizado en la forma que Uds
estiman la mas conveniente.

Madrid, 22 de setiembre de
1978
El dia 18 del corriente mes, las autoridades brasilenas

usieron en libertad y expulsaron del pals a Hugo Miguel Bressano
?Nahuel Moreyo) y Rita Strasberg, dirigentes del Partido socialista

de los Trabajadores de la Argentina, quienes hablan sido deteni-
cs el dia 22 de agosto, en Sao Paulo, junto con un grupo de 19
dirigentes del Movimiento Convergencia Socialista.

La liberacidn de los dirigentes argentinos, ha sido el

o del podercso movimiento interno de protesta, sino también
mportante medida, de la gran cantidad de exigencias en tal

~ efectusdas per instituciones y personalidades politicas,
rtarias y sindicales de los EEUU, México, Panamd, Venezuela,
ortugal, Espana , Bélgica, Francia, Italia, Grecia, Ingla-
Suecia, Auvstria, Suiza y Alemania Occidental.

Asimisme rna sido un factor de gran peso la decidida in~

zncidn de las Naciones Unidas, a través de su Altc Comisionado
rasil y de lz organizacién Amnesty International.

2io de la presente, la direccidn en el exterior del
fdo Socizlista de los Trabajadores de la Argentina hace
cdes, con_cuyo inestimable aporte y solidaridad hemos
do en estz campana por la libertad de nuestros dirigentes,
u mé&s calurosc agradecimiento.

Junto con éste, reiteramos nuestrz solicitud de seguir
adelante con la campana emprendida hasta lograr la liberacidn de
los miembros de Convergencia Socizlista que ailn se encuentran
detenidos, cuyo tnico delito ha sido intentar la construccidén en
Brasil de un partido socialista dentro de los marcos legales.

Reiteramos nuestro agradecimiento por la solidaridad que

nos han demostrado, los saludamos atentamente :

s

Firmado/ Eugenio Greco,

Por la direccidn en el exterior del
Partido Socialista de los Trabajadores de

la Argentina.



