. SP: And the State of Isragl'.’

SP: How would you charac-
terise the present political
situation in Palestine and
the surrounding area?

© WL: The defeat of the Pales-
. tinian nationalist forces in

“the Lebanese Civil War

. following the massacres by-
- fascists 'in the Tel al Zataar

refugee camp, has opened a
period of general setback in
the area for the workers’
movement and national lib-
eration struggles.

This was also indicated
by the victory of the ultra-
right Begin government in
the 1977 elections in Israel,
and in the political retreats
of the Palestinians in the
face of the Zionist and UN
invasions of the Lebanon.

“ SP: What is your character-

isation of Zionism?

WL: Zionism is the method
of rule of the Israeli bour-
geoisie supported by an
international movement
which cooperated in the
establishment of a Jewish
state—that is to say a state
based on race and religion—
and opposed to the native
Palestinians.

[Te]

This interview was conducted by “Socialist
Press” during August with a member of the
Workers League, an organisation operating within
the Zionist state of Israel, and regarding itself in
political solidarity with the Organising Committee
for the Reconstruction of the Fourth International
of which the largest supporter is the French OCI.

Despite political disagreements with the
Workers League we think its views and activities
will be of interest in the workers’ movement in
Britain.

SP: Why do you call for a
‘democratic’ rather than a
‘socialist’ Palestine?
WL: Because we cannot
place conditions on our sup-
port for Palestinian national
liberation by saying that it
has to be socialist.
" However, we place no
confidence in the ability of
the Arab regimes or the
Palestinian bourgeoisie to
achieve national liberation.
We consider that by
mobilising the working class
unconditionally to this end,
workers should then take
their leading role in estab-
lishing a democratic state,
which can only be a workers
state also.
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state on the West Bank,”" "

The Papular Front-and
the ‘rejecticnists’ we would
define as peity bourgeois—
coming into conflict at
times with the bourgeoisie, .
but unable to express any:

‘indepandent perspectives.:

SP: Can you explain some-
thiag of the recent history
of the movements in Pales- -
tine cailing themselves
Trotskyist, and of how your
organisation has emerged?
WL: In 1962 the Matzpen,
movement emerged, and.
this came to tike up.at
position . of socialist ' anti-
Zionism. It was a very
loose organisation, mcludmg
many political Lrends some!
pro-Pabloite, some “stat
capxtahst, sorpe little differs
ent from bourgeois liberals, ™

At least two bodies still
use the name, one associy
ated with the British SWPy
the other wirh supporters:
the Pabloite USF[, 7%

We emerged in 1970, a !
declared support for the -
International Committeegof
the Fourth International
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colonialist state
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bourgeois

Jewish bourgeoisie in close
“alliance with world imperial-
ism.

457 Therefore, not only does
e state by its very exis-
‘tence stamp on the national
Jhrights of the Palestinians, it
S7is also in contradiction to
' the interests of the Jewish
.- workers and the petty bour-
i, geoisie.

;o SP: What is vour attitude
i towards military conflict
sbetween Israel and the Arab
- states?
‘WL: We call for the military
efeat of Israel and the
ictory of the Arab states.
~We do this not, of
icourse, because we have any
cconfidence in  the Arab
‘bourgeoisie, but in order to
‘develop the struggle for the
~wsetting up of a dethocratic
“Palestine with equal rights
rfor Jews and Arabs.,

We see the defeat of the
Zionist state as serving the

SMifiin the interest$ of the
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interests both of the Arab
masses, and of Palestinians
and Jews currently under
Israeli‘rule,
While

supporting the

Arab side in the -war, we
believe that only the inde-
pendent mobilisation of the
working class will secure the
kind of state we want,

SP: How does the centrality
of the national liberation
task in Palestine affect your
relations to the workers of
the various national groups?
WL: The spontaneously
anti-Zionist  consciousness
of the Palestinian workers
gives them a special role
within the vanguard of the

Aftermath o f a Zionist raid on Palesttman .camp

OUT

NOW!

WRP JUNKS
THE OLD
TROTSKYISM

WRP leaders:”
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This pamphlet brmus togather two articles recantly published in xoc:au:t Press, dealing with the
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Labour Leagus. The remainder of the

of the

working class.

Taking this into account,
we see the importance’ of
uniting the wotking class to
achieve its independence,
both to break the Jewish
working class from the
influence of Zionism, and
also to make the Palestinian
workers able to appear as an
independent class capable of
leading the
national liberation.

SP: Can you say something
about the organisations of
the workers’ movement in
Palestine and your attitude
towards them?

WL: We do not consider the
Histadrut, which is some-

times referred to as a trade -

union, -as anything of the
kind. .

It is a Zionist institution
for colonisation and capital-
ist development which also
has a ‘trade union’ depart-
ment.

Nor is the ‘Labour Party’
which is closely linked to

.the Histadrut, in any way

even a social democratic
organisation, but a simple
instrument of the colonial

bourgeoisie.
Therefore we call for the
democratisation and

strengthening of the factory
committees which exist in

all factories or other enter-.
prises of any size.

We think that the repres-
entation and leading role of
Arab workers in these com-
mittees is an essential part
development of
militant struggle and in
establishing the political
independence of the
working class.

Concretely, during the
elections of 1977, we called
on workers’ committees,
together with the CP and
other workers’ organisations
to set up a new Labour
Party for proletarian
demands and the most im-
portant democratic aim—the
national liberation of the
Palestinian pcople.

struggle for

SP: Can you give us some

other examples of your
" intervéntion = in ' workers’
- struggles?

WL: We have taken up the -

economic demands  of
Jewish workers (there are
many factories from which
Palestinians are excluded)
and have tried to develop
the democratic demands of
the Palestinian workers
towards proletarian struggle.

When Jewish workers are
in struggle even on small
economic questions, they
come into sharp conflict
with the Zionist state
apparatus. It is by inter-
vening in such.struggles that
we get the best hearing from
these workers.

We advocate defending
Arab workers in order to
broaden such struggles, and
to take a step to further
political development.

During 1976 there was a
‘land day’ declared by the
Palestinians against the take-
over of farmers land by
Zionist colonisers, and this

included national strike
action.
We  called for, and in

some cases achieved, the
setting up of strike commit-
tees aimed at defending the
workers who supported the
strike against victimisation,
at making the strike more
general by getting the sup-
port of Jewish workers,
and at continuing the cam-
paign after the day itself.

SP: How would you char-
acterise the different forces
within the Palestinian
national movement?

WL: We say that Al Fatah
and the PLO majority
represent the interests of
the Palestinian bourgeoisie
who want to set up a capit-
alist state.

This leadership is pre-
pared to compromise on the
basic interests of the masses
—namely for the right of
return of the refugees and
the liberation of the whole
of Palestine—in return for a
deal giving them a puppet

* OCJ leader Lambert

We were, however, .
opposed to the 1971 split of 3
the IC on the grounds that {
it had been carried out in a
sectarian manner by Healy
without proper discussion,
and we subsequently joined
the OCRFI. s

We were expelled from'’
this in 1975 for reasons
which we do not vyet

consider to have been fully :
discussed. Subsequently, we i
had a split within our ranks ..
with those prepared to join ¢

OCREFTI at any cost, but now - |
supporting the USFI

We consider the USFI to 4
be centrists, and the Healy
organisations to have degen-
erated well outside the . .
bounds of Trotskyism.

We therefore cannot see
the continuity of Trotsky-
ism outside the OCRFI, and \
are appealing for re-admis- :
sion to it.
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Regular readers will be
aware that the WSL holds
very different views on the
continuity of Trotskyism :
which we do not see as }
flowing through the OCRFI,




