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6n some aspects of the World Political Resolution -;4[Qn Jon s

i<
BRYRLLRIAI® The World Political Resolutid?fﬁ%%%%}y Attt
Avrechi itself o bho

jchief practical tasks which the sections of the Bourth International

should be undertaking today. These are rather more precisely defined
for the imperialist countries than for the colonial ones or the workers
statesf!ﬂudﬁ&l!&ﬂxlme - where there are significant ommissions, and
there are some unilateral and one s9ded formulas which could dodit
with amending but in generab, in particular as: regards REWEKELEix
Europe and North America;‘dﬂk the chief outlines of work are correct
End the dscumend Watﬁg su;bported on that basis,

However there is another aspect of the doeument which is not at all
so satisfactory. This is a tendency, which runs Bight through the

document, to turn various correct conjunctural and practical statements

into political and theoretical generalisations applied far beyond present

circumstances, This is a dangerous trendXxTdrged:

FEYtIzdiax j?which can do serious damage to

z?;ng term development of the International and to cdes in sections which

are not in those covered by the central concerns of the #&ocument. We
Unwarrtsid goneraliaione and extrpolurom here

cannot go through all of thoseLiave#ee we will give #w examples to

indicate the g%k tendency concerned in the document.,These could have

been dealt with by amendments in the United Secretari&f but unfortunateiy

the procedure adopted did not permit this, These and other points

concerning the document will therefore have to’'be dealt with in tle

pre— World Congress didcussion, .. .

wouht
1l, On the relatiV§LPﬁ¢Wﬂqp the

mperislist countries and the colonial

and semi-colonial stgtes,



The document stresses throughout that the weight of the class

struggle in the imperialist countries is *'preponderant'. However
points conevning
nowhere in the text are two dlfferentu?uﬁezpnunﬂf this sorted out.
'3 Y\L}\L&r\u o}{-&«;"wa) "“J’L‘“k\,,r

The first point is the hlstorlcuggﬂﬁn concerning th£%4$ta$emﬁui.cunw@,
Thig is that finally, in the historic perspective of the development
of the class stpuggle, the strugele in the imperiaslist centres will
be decisive. The world# revolution will not be sudcessful, ahd in
the final analysis every gain#W could be overturned, until power

kﬂn‘ﬂw .a.bon alt 1\-\+l\¢, ()\l\\»“'ﬁd~ g"‘d)‘(} I'"J’&“‘
has beeng¥m conquered in the advanced 1mper1allst.4bli.ch~Thls

e e sense of *peeponderant' is of course true at all times
even when the colonial revolution is making the greatest strides
forward and the class struggle in the imperislist centres is most

stagnakt - for example in the mid 1950s and early 1960s, i
< y—e,? onde r-o.n+
There is however a sedond more conjugctural sense ofligvedbaﬂﬁSﬂﬂv
Qnd-
This concerns the relatlonLyelght of the struggle in the imperialist

centres at a _parficular point in time.It is evidently ih thlSL&Qﬁﬁy

that the situation changed in 1968 with the FgsaeiyeXinidiww working

class in the advanced 1mperialist countries launching majo>r class
Feo '1—07euj od- relative guitscemce -
battlest

Since 1968 this *preponderance! of the struggle in the advanced
imperislist countries has been true in both an historic and a
h tstorical!
conjunctural sense, Not merely are the imperialist centres|suferty
the most decisive but the struggles in Portugal, Spain, France, and
Italy were among the most advanced deveIOpments of the class struggle

mw \OV\m\

with a key role in theE?Iass réiatlei_gzvfgzgggu

C;ﬁbWever)from the point of view of wmmetdmi clarity the two senses
mﬁere distihet, ]
This point is not merefs semanti€ quibbling but important from t,he
practical point of view of constructing the Internationsl, While the
historically decisive rohe of the impePpialist countries will npt

alter we should be more cautious as rezards any conjunctural



assessments. Apart from the fact thét it_would be a very rash person
who, despite the major struggles and even pre-revolutlonary crises

which are evidently coming, actually held that the next victorious

revolution will be in an imperialist country,we should also learn a
little sobreity and caution from the experience of the last years., After
all it was hot long ago that the Internstional was writing about
how it was really only in Africa that the class struggle remained
somewhat static wheras Boday it is @vident that the struggles in
Angola, Zlmbabﬂﬁft;ﬂaéghe development of the Ethiopian revolutlon;
not to mention the international impact and implications of the
intervention of the Cubansk represents one of the ﬁ@gﬁt%%gnt of
the international class struggle,Similarly, particularly from
the point of view of the construction of the International, we
shoutd watch the situation in Latith America with considerable importance,
The combined crisis of the'Cuban'currents, the Maoist influenced
forces, and the bourgeqis nationalists creates major openings for
kyisk ovaa.nud—..o»g

buildingtth%%ﬁqr%y. We have already had speactacular growth of
orgenisations of the Fourth Interna}kpnal in Mex1co and Columbia

Whitn wg s Dreparta do B owd gy quite oS og '~
and, while there are more difficllties in consolidating the xEzmix
gains, the election results in Peru show quite spectacular openings.

kéﬂ I parant o\ev&\@pmm‘.hu ko M-\?luuc v Cevdhvel Amoriea,
'Furthermore this growth of organisations occurs in a context where,

as the World Political Resolution correctly analyses, an increased
instability of the Latin American dictatorships is occuring and the
class struggle is begining to recover from defeats, The cémbinatiq{n

of the basid{?%%gggﬁc, social and political instability 6f“¢m§§ﬁhl
Lotin Amcricaye wew rise 0f ciabs suiugere, major crises of alternative

poles in the workers movement, and growth of our sections poses the

possibility of gains for the Fourth International in Latin America

at beast as importent as in Burope,.Furthermore the bourgeoisies in



that continent, as in Africa, are far weaker than in the imperialist
countries and the possibilities of the class struggle assuming at

o
W@kﬁre, advanced forms than in Burope exists, The

General Strike in Peru in May 1978 assumed forms more advanced

than those seen anywhere in Furope, with the possible exception of

’V n? sty
5
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wovld
Thelpolltlcal resolution, by§ not clearly dlstlngulshlngithe historically

true statements concerning the imperielist countries sfii and Vwthewpws

conjunctural situationg, which can undergo sharp turns, could disarm

the Internatiomaal in the face of absolutely major events.\The faiipté

>¥L &/pitlat y campa gn on Chlle begére the coup;/yﬁgn it co%iQ have
hs

;} mutch greater impact with the//formists when” the coup;/yhich we
\
///;rrectly predlcted,occured' evident f=x slownes:ﬁip taking
d the fact

up‘/pe first imperialist intergenion in Kaire in 1977

4’| thét the regfonse of the yhnguard in 1978 was still pbt high €ompa réd
Cio .

\‘g//éo preceeding years farxXtkexxim with thé second 1nt rvention; th

%: % failure/to mount & serious sclidari campalgn durlnz the Lebanese

the remarka € events in Peru should be, warning signts on thls.

flxation 1tua %/}mperl (/jﬁ/’7’%93//4 ;
j’{/“/m /;"/u M '@?’ Al ;)
0 ist cor j ctural”s ju f ie ons for thls _caanld
l sol el

.0 Yoy Tpant
serlously e International}, ThlSLlS particularly 1mportant

¥
\ civil war; the/izﬁx that the European sectlons press was ngt prepar

precisely as the tasks outlined by the World Political Resolution
in gaining a base in the working class are achieved. As yet 4€smémie , and
of course not as en historic trend, xiksrpaxxf#mRx consciousness m

fihe colonial revolution is not as high amongst trade union cagres and

An mo.ff- cov .grnos
workers in the reformist partleslas in student layers and among ym ng

workers who are not as yet really plesying & key role in the mass
orgenisations, Without clarity on our part we could come seriously

under the pressure of trends accomodéting to imperialism and findm g




rationalisations for this in quoting meximmeiixt historical truths

con e;ning the predominance of the revolution in the imperislist
9£ We nare ol had some bod €eponcnces on Fhiy - presisg page - w1 ot

countries.LYe shiould in my opinion sbdat clearly that penetration inte

the working class demands heightening our propoganda and education

on international and anti-imperislist strugeles, Confusions in the

WA P e R egolstrom i
Lfext do not help on this, ' \failure to take openings

(in the colonial countries and a wrong consciousness in the imperia-list

tcountries.SIn the context of important advances of the colonial

revolution which can undoubtedly occur in the next period 8 wou 4

*be & very dangerous combination for the International - particularly
one in which a very large number of members are in the imperieslist
countriew and therefore subject to inevitable pressurss of them,
‘n e Cole P SRV PRV T
Even before such strugglestbbever the lack of clarity on these
issues in the text could have dangerous conseguences, It is already
obvious that not merely issues of distance but of the distribution of
vie, 4
the weight of thé{%n ;inational make many problems for relations
between the sections in the imperieslist countries, and the centre,
end the cdes in colonial countries, Even where we have major foress,
in Latin America, problems of lack of cormunication are evident., With
cdes in Africe,AN#¥g South and FPast Asia, and the Arab East, where
our forces are smaller and proble$7'of distance and resources evean
31!
ggreater, these problems are sxsaL?ore acute, This combination poses
“\‘p'l'\xr‘i’(';”Q

great'difficulties even MERY if we had an absolutely correct line

but they will be immensely multiplidd by any lack of clarity politicallyx.
8hke %imperialo-centrict'! character of thekdocument, and its failure
to seperate out historic and more conjunctural questions, will

Se 49 oty

make this situation worse if it is not corrected.L?hay—are—%herefore

WiV \§ reefort het o X

k‘b¢ semantic purely conceptual questions butLyery important one§ for
ability to take hold of openings in the colonial countries, for vital
tasks of solidarity, and for relations mxitk between the centre,

sections in the imperialist countpies, and sections in the colénial
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2. Am Wnbowewmiomel, tactic of the|Class Struggle Left Wing?
The World

Politienl Resolution stresses among tasks the question of the
construction of the class struggle left wing. This is certainly a
key strategic task in the United States, Canada, Britain, Australis
and I suspect most imperialist countries. However this is a world
political resolution, Does someone seriously propose thatﬁ}s the
scorrect tactic in the workers states (andin which mass organisatim s
incidenﬁﬁ}%ikifL:&gﬁﬁvga$ntries - the state controlled unions, the
ruling CPSE)? or in Zimbabwe or Lebanon? or in the past war in
Vietnam? A world wide tactic of the construction of class struggle
left wings would be a quite ridiculous generalisatioh and I doubt
fhat anyone in the Intern~tional would seriously defend it. However

UQJ"J‘ MMJ

unfortunately the introduction to the documeanposes such a formula.

In analysing the appesrance of 'efégnguardigédicalised workers’'#s(p 1l pt 8);,
which is mndeed a universal characteristic of the presen6é period
developing not only in the imperialist countries, but in the colonial
ones, and even in the worhers states, the the first accusation levelled
at them is that "this heterogeneous layer of the working class has

?ot yet been abke to organise a class struggle left wing in the

labour movement".® Bo apparently this entire layer of workers, in

all countries, should have been constructing class struggle left wings?1?
This is stupid. The point-concerning the fact that such vanguard

workers canmnot spontaneously find a way forward for tke masses, which
requires a vanguard party; is the poitwt which needs to be made and not

an accusation concerning a specific tactic. For example our IImxix
criticisms in Zimbabwe are mmxixaixaiixzkmu about illusions in the

role of Muzorewa, Nkomo, Mugabe and rel~ tions with the bourgeoisie,



Gvd Ll e N
;1lnlt9t10ns they place on the strugegle, and not at all primarily
o AN T A
on thalr failure 'to xmuxtruxtxmn#@ class strugzle left wing®€ Similarly

Predle o AR R VY,
in Lebanon was the realk{&!!tne of theLPLO e failure to organise

a class struggle left wing? Is this the correct tactie for the workers
in Poland radicalised out of the strugeles of 1970 and 19767 Zhese

,sta HV\JJ M'\/Oxéojo\' s
AL a gen :ral world wide tactic edwepsox of the class struggle left win

Y. 0 fong

mh‘

}yould meredy make the Fourth International look ridiculous - rather
: e

like those sects who aretmore definite concerning the line in a

country the further it is away and the less they know about it. Te

rnivevy od i "‘HHJMU done o,
put such a ghﬁatu&&esiLfactic in a world resolutlonlls an unwarrented

generalisetion from particular elements crucial in ihe main imperialist
countries -~ and even here we must note that# crucial as this tactic is

at present, future developments of the class struggle cen chenge ita
e T T ST o
at leest as regards the forms dealt with in the Resolution,

-~

3. Regro.pment

The ?olitical Resolution correctlz outlines the chief
openings here at this particular moment in time wghe unification

of groupings that accept the program of Trotskyism in general but
maintein differences as to its applicestion on certain key points (2)
Istéablishing fraternal relations with groupings that do not claim to

be Trotskyist but that are evolving along lines that may evéntually

make fusion possible on a principled basis," ﬁt then outlines appropriate
facitics which, provided allowance is made for national verietions;

are appropriate for desling with these groupings,

an
Unfortunately however nowhere in the text is th- ft{} dication

that thensimsgRiefirtperelxPfprtexyeteieed anything other than these
two categories exist. To judge from the text one would assume that

the world to the left of the reformists was composed only of Trotsc yists
and centrists, While this may be true conjuncturslly it is not at all

an historicelly samygsedk or theoretically correct position. Trotsky

Rxxxe



&
was clear that there could be authentically revolutionary forces which
were not Trotskyist., This general position was of considerable importance
for the Pourth International at the time of the Cuban Revolution, and
with the evolution of Malcolm X; and ede Cannon correctly drew the |
attention of the International to‘ zéeaffirming this position ik the
process leading to reunificatio%a‘ln the future this poSition can again
be of considerable significance —Apaﬁticﬁlarly with the evolution of
currents coming out of the mass parties. While the World Resolutim
-should of course concentrate on the immediate opehinge it should"however
also briefly reassert our generai position. This is important both
theoretically and to arm our cadres for mRexzimxxemixxwkx future

developments,

4. The currents inside the mass parties

The document correctly lays
great stress on the possibility of opposition currents emerging kmthk
in the Stalinfist and Social Democratic.parties. However the somewhat
unilateradf statements in the document, and its too great ERRERIY
theorstical generalisation of particular and conjunctural de#elepments,
does not at all clearly outline the axes of development of these
currents and therefore zpprmprizte necessary methods of appreech,problems,

pnd tactics towards them - something rendered more diffgeult to

(: ) o He ADCYmak
grasyp by the 1mper1alo—centr1c characteristies| remarked on earlier,
Aevels cd
In fact none of the mostx\ oppositions which have emerged

lh‘T’N, mA] Portig
LPave been propelled in a xxmpixxnnxxxxxnmnxxz way whieh is simply a

direct product of -the rise of working class strugglest without
other political mediations of elemepts arising. This is particularly
the case of the Eﬁrnxnmmnnikx'oppositions in the Cfs,'for example in

Spain, where a crucial element is of course relations with the Soviet



and denclo ‘»m\s w Eeslem Qum‘ae @

bureaucracyk In the Prench CP the most left current, that generally

with a figure head of Althusser, emerged out of a crisis of general

Mbc.u:‘u’ w00 Yook d-v*“‘! (/nlqwn",‘HqL(HM {‘“\ln em)
political line of tHe CPLand not simply out of a rise of workers

struggles -~ even adthough of course the latter provided the conditions
for its existence, In the case of left social democratic currents |

at least the one I am most fémiliar ﬁith, that in the British Laba r
Party with its figure head of Benn -and its chief theofistg pepple\such

as Stuart Hollsnd and ex-Trotskyist Ken Coates, Amxprsmeti was influenced
in its basé‘aﬁd fhéorﬁists by international developments ( PFrench and

Itelian SPs, Allende, left liberal wings in the bureaucracy in Eastern

Furope) jusixEx over and qgng}>dh%%pzabnzigﬂﬁh&piﬁbtﬁhzratp;asﬂnore

€ Conpwiyg
thay~ direct upsurzefoflyorkers struggles.

This guestion is very crucial in the way we deal with such currents,
It is impossible to deal with say the Althusser current in the French

CP, or the Benn-Holland-Coates elements in Britain, ey @itk aerely

ngithout going far
beyond simply any economie and social agitation and the tactic of
building a class struggle left wing. These currents, which will
ingreasingly include worker cadres with much gred&ter weight in the
mass organisatiopsﬁthan our avebage mémbers; want above all answers to
the general political impasse an@ roadblocks of the reformists, Implanting
ourselves in t&xxxuzﬁxn industry, building 2 class struggle left w_ing
in countries where appropriate; are vital sdeps to reach these cadres and
currents but they are not at ell aéequate as a means of wanning Fbdrst
individquals, 2nd then hepefully whole currents, to our oraniSatia:s

and the Fourth International. The unilateral, and overgeneralised, elements,



of the resolution do not aid in, or properly prepare us for’ this

task,

Coenclusions

The World Political Resolution as a statement of immediate tasks,
particuarly in the imperialist countries, can be.supportéd. However
to bé & proper Qrepéfdtioh for our sec%ions, partiéularly'iq dealin g
with currents emeiging in the masé parties, it muét bé developed @m
a’number of points - a whole aumhe;tzglgurely exhortatory affirmations
in my opinion could well do with eliminating and replacing with serious
arguments drawn from impertant resolutions of the Internationsl passed
in thé4 last perind on Socialist Democracy, Women's Oppremsion, and
Burocommunism, as well as material%hhich have appeared»on ﬁhe colonial
revolution, Most seriously howéver the document contains unwarranted
generalisatiéns and.%heoreticai coﬁfusions which could dpvserious
damage tzxike im disorienting sections in the long, and,xzm in the
case of gglonial xhgw countries,shortyterm. The resolution therefo_re
in my opinion should be #elrerPrvotftPiosisopeningsriha»drspussrensthen

Jo el windke Phu sejdafratncmes
rorPitgvirrt APt~ pe considerably worked{oanefore adoption at
’ bettheon

the World Congress. A clearer estimate of the balance‘dflfhe strengths of
tht resolution and its errors ﬁiil be possible after the'European-and

are .
Latin American resolutlons<¢sL?roduced ag these cannot but either

correct its weakhesses or decpen 1tsL '




