
July  5,   1978

To  THE  pol,ITlcAI,  cormlFTRE

The  Milwaukee  bl.anch  has  proposed  that  we  give  critical

support  to  an  SP  candidate  running  for  state  senate  in  the
fall'. elections  in  Wisconsin.    Attacbed  is  a  report  on  tbis

pl.oposal  givea  to  the  Milwaukee  t>I.anch,   a  piece  of  SP
campaign  literature,   and  a  report  by  Wendy  Iiyons  on  a  recent

convention  of  tbe  SP.

We  will  I)e  taking  up  the  question  of  critical  support

to  the.  SP  candidate  at  the  PC  meeting  this  Thursday.

Betsey
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REPORT   TO  "E  duNE   ||,   1978  MEETING   OF   "E
MILWAUKEE   BRANCH   ON   CRITICAL   SUPPORT

TO   "E   SOCIALIST  PARTY  STATE   SENATE   CAMPAIGN
__

`I'his  is  a  report  on  a  recommendation  f ron  the  executive

committee  that  our  brancin  give  critical  support  to  the  Socialist
Party  campaign  of  doel  A.  Miller  for  State  Senate  in  the  Wis-

consin  Ninth  State  Senate  district.    We've  already had  dis-
<

cussion  on  it  in  the  campaign  corrmittee  and  the  exec.,   and  if

the  brancin  approves  the  endorsement,  a  report  will  go  to  the
Political  Committee  of  the  party  in  New  York.

We  can  use  this  opportunity  to  educate  ourselves  on  this

issue  of  the  tactic  of  critical  support.    For  many  of  us  in

the  branch,   this  is  the  first  time  we're  dealing  with  this

question.     I  urge  comrades  to  read  this  "Education  for  Socialists"
bulletin  called,   AL_sT3ects  of.._ Soc}.i..a.i.ist.E±££!±QLn_±Q_i_iffr,   especiall:y'

the  last  few  articles  that  deal' with  critical  support.    I  learned
a   lot  from  reading  it.     'Then  there's  a  ri}ally  good  art.icle  in

last  week. s  ISR  section  of   the  =-¥_±ii±an±  .i;TTtait  discusses  critica,i

support  in  relation  to  how  revolutionaries  work  within  and  out-

side  the  British  Labor  Party.    Also,   in  Trotsky's  writings  c)f

1939-40  there  are  twelve  or  so  pages  on  discussic)ns  between

Trotsky  and  leaders  of  the  party  on  the  question  of  endorsing

the  CP's  preseidential  campaign  in  1940.
`  For  many  years,   in  different  parts  of  the  country,   t.he

party has  used  the  tactic  of  critical  support.    We've  endorsed
t,he  campaigns  of  the  Raza  Unida  Party  in  the  southwest  mariy

Limes.     In  Milwaukee  just  a  couple  of  years  ago,   in  1975  and

1976,   the  branch  endorsed  t`he  United  Black  Com]munity  Council's
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independent  campaign  of  Michael  MCGee  for  Common  Council.

Some  of  the  Spers  ]mow  that  we're  considering  giving  them

critical  support  but  we  should  keep  this  discussion  strickly
internal  until  the  f inal  decision  is  made  by  the  Political  Com-
mittee,

I
What  is  critical  support?    We're  calling  on  the  working

class  and  the  population  as  a  whole  to  cast  their  vote  f or  the

parties  that  we  recommend  but  not  to  hold  any  illusions  in
these  parties,  most  of  which  are  reformist  betrayers.    We  cri-

ticize  them  and  point  out  the  shortcomings  of  these  parties

and  their  programs.     We're  not  running  anyone  for  state  Senate
•in  this  election  and  we  think workers  should  vote  for  .oel  as

an  alternative  to  the  capitalist  party  candidates.
What  are  the  political  reasons  f or  giving  critical  support?

First,   it's  a  maneuver  on  our  part,   a  means  for  us  to  get  close

to  the  ranks  of  the  party we're  supporting,   to  create  a  dis-

cussion  and  to  carry  out  an  educational  campaign.`    It.s  a  wea-

pon  that  we  use  to  develop  a  critical  attitude  in  the  ranks  of
these  parties  toward  their  ref  ormist  leaderships  and  to  win

over  the  revolutionary-minded  members  within  these  parties.

Second,   one  of  the  purposes  of  giving  critical  support  to  can-

didates  of  other  tendencies  who  are  running  against  the  cap-

italist  parties  is  to  help  promote  a  break with  capitalist

politics  on  the  part  of  the  working  class,  and  of  course  to
advance  our  own  ideas,   our  own  program  and  our  own  party.     It's

a  unilateral  action  on  our  part.    We  don't  negotiate. with  the

party  to  which  we  give  critical  support;  we  do  it  f or  our  own
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reasons  and  not  for  theirs.
'There  are  two  basic  aspects  to  take  into  account  when  con-

sidering  critical  support!    Principles  and  Tactics.    'Ihey  are

€wcti  separate  questions  but  we  need  both  of  them  bef ore  deciding

to  give  critical  support.
•`If  it's  unprincipled  to  support  Joel  or  any  other  candidate,

then  there's  no  point  in  discussing  the  tactics.    Any  tactical
advantage  that  could  be  gained  by  supporting  such  a  candidate

would  be  f ar  outweighed  by  the  negative  results  of  the  damage

done  to  our  principles.     'The  basic  principle  we're  guided  by

is  that  we  don.t  cross  class  lines  in  politics.    We  never  sup-

port  a  bourgeois  party  in  any  shape  or  form.    We're  for  inde-

pendent,  working-class,  anti-capitalist  political  action  against
the  capitalist  parties.     The  question we have  to  consider  is
whether  the  Miller  campaign  falls  into  that  category.

There  are  three  basic  criterion  that  we  have  always  use

to  determine  whether  it  is  principled  to  call  for  a  vote  for
one  or  another  political  party.    First,  what  is  the  class  com-

position  of  that  party?    If  a  party  is  by  and  large  a  party  pf
workers  and  is  of  mass  character,   this  is  one  consideration  as

to  whether  we  would  call  for  a  vote  for  them  in  the  elections.
'I'he  Socialist  Party,   USA  is  not  largely  working  class  in  com-

position  nor  mass  in  character.     So  it  fails  here.    .Second,   is
the  question  of  political  control.   .Who  controls  the  party?    Is

the  party  controlled  by mass  organizations  of  the  working  class?
The  British  Labor  Party  and  the  Canadian  labor  party,   the  NDP,

are  workers  parties  based  on  the  trade  unions.    'I'he  SP  is  not
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controlled  by  mass  organizations  of  the  working  class,   so  it

f ails  in  this  criterion  also.    Third,  does  the  party have his-
torical  ties  to  the  working  class?    Yes,  the  SP has  ties  to  the

social  democratic  International-the  Second  International-so
here  it  would  be  principled  to  endorse  them.

Now  once  we  establish  that  it  would  be  correct  to  endorse
t

the  SP's  campaign  according  to  our  principles,  we  should  dig-

cuss  whether  it  would  be  tactically  reasonable  to  do  so.
/'The  executive  committee  thinks  that  we  can  get  something

out  of  this  endorsement.
First,  we  already  said  that  by  endorsing  Joel's  campaign

we  would  be  able  to  explain  more  clearly  our  principled  posir

tion  of  independent  working-class  political  action~that  would
be  the  basis  of  our  support.

Second,  we  also  said  that  by  endorsing  their  campaign

we  would  gain  a  hearing  amongst  the  rank  and  f ile  of  the  SP

f or  our  criticisms  of  their  program  and  thus  would  advance  our

Program.

Third,   by  endorsing  the  SP  campaign  we  would  be  able  to

reach  people  who  are  attracted  to  the  campaign.
Fouif,th,   we  would  win  support  for  our  own  state  campaign.

Fifth,  we  would  put  the  SP  on  the  spot  to  endorse  our

campaign.     Comrades  remember  that  the  SP  was  supposed  to  de-
`cide  who  to  run  f or  governor  at  their  state  convention  last

month  and  since  the  convention  was  such  a  mess  and  deep  poli-

tical  divisions  took  place,  they  didn't  nominate  anyone.    Later

they  took  a  poll  of  their  membership  to  decide  whether  or  not
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to  run  a  campaign  for  governor  and  they  decided  not  to.

So  by  endorsing  their  campaign  we  would  be  pressuring  them

to  endorse  our  campaign.     We  would  look  real  good  as  far  as

being  non-sectarian  and  if  the  Spers  don't  endorse  our  campaign

they'1l  have  a  hard  time  explaining  over  and  over  again` to

their.periphery  that  they're  not  going  to  endorse  our  candi-
t

dates  when  we  endorse  theirs.     They'11  come  off  looking  like

the  sectarians.
1'11  pass  around  a  couple  copies  of  Toel's  program  for

those  comrades  who  haven't  seen  it.     Program  is  generally  BQ±

one  of  our  considerations  when  deciding  whether  or  not  to  give

critical  support.    'Ihe  program  that  .oel  is  running  on  is  not
the  decisive  question  in  determining  whether  or  not  we  can  give

him  critical  support.    Program  is  not  the  decisive  question  in

determining  whether  or  not  we  can  give  critical  support  to  a]ry
candidate.     If  it  were,  we  could  only  support  candidates  adher-

ing  to  the  revolutionary Marxist  program,  that  is,  ourselves.
We  could  never  support  any  other  candidates,   because  we  alone

have  the  program  which  is  in  the  long-run  historic  interests  of
the  working  class.

The  only  time  that  program  becomes  a  criterion  is  when  the

party  we're  considering  endorsing  is  small  and  not  a  factor  in
the  labor  movement  and  if  a  reactionary  part  of  their  program

assumes  a  greater  importance  than  popularizing  the  idea  of  in-

dependent  political  action.    For  example,   if  the  SP  said  in

their  program  that  the  U.S.   should  send  troops  to  Africa  and

was  waging  a  campaign  to  get  U.S.   troops  to  Afr.ica  o'r  was  help-
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ing  to  break  a  strike.    This  would  outweigh  the  advantage  of

using  the  campaign  to  popularize  the  idea  of  independent  poli-

tical  action  on  the  part  of  the working  class.    It  would  con-
fuse  people.     'Thus  in  a  few  cases,   program  would  prevent  us

from  critically  endorsin.g  a  campaign.

So,  we  almost  never  support  other  candidates  for  their  pro-

gram.:   We  use  the  tactic  of  critical  support  for  the  purpose  of
attackina  their  program.

Now  usually  we  probably wouldn't  bother  to  endorse  a  cam-

paign  like  this.     These  kinds  of  campaigns  by  groups  like  the
SP  are  usually  insignificant-they  don't  put  much  money  or

work  into  publicizing  their  campaigns.     Take  the  Socialist
Labor  Party.     'They  run  candidates  every  time  there's  an  elec-

tion  and  it  would  be  perf ectly  principled  to  critically  endorse
them  but  we  never  bother  because  it  wouldn't  do  much  for  us

tactically.     Th:  SIJP  hasn't  had  much  of  a  periphery  or  wing

that  we  would  want  to  inf luence.    Although  the  Socialist  Party

has  a  history  in  Wisconsin,  .oel's  campaign,   like  many  of  this

kind,  are  not  very  well  ]mown.     It's  because  of  the  internal

movement  going  on  right  now  in  the  SP  that  we  think  we  may  be
•able  to  make  some  gains  out  of  our  endorsement.     Comrades

know  about  the  f ights  that  went  on  in  the  SP  at  their  state

convention  between  the  younger  Miller  wing  and  the  older  ref or-

mists.     'Ihey.ve  also  had  some  resignations  since  the  convention

over  political  disagreements.    So  it's  this  internal  direction
that's  going  on  inside  the  SP  that  makes  our  critical  support

important.
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How  do  we  want  to  use  critical  support  in  this  campaign

of  the  SP?    What  do  we  want  to  get  out  of  our  critical  endorse-

ment?    We  can  set  up  some  goals  and  see  if  we  acheive  them:

One,  we  want  to  get  the  SP  to  endorse  Adrienne  and  Bill.s

campaign.    We  know  that  roel  is  impressed  with  our  campaign  and

we  want  him  to  lead  a  fight  in  the  SP  to  endorse  our  campaign.
Two,  we  want  to  drive  a  wedge  between  the  more  revolu-

tionary-minded  Spers  and  the  reactionary Zeidlers,  Harts  and
Kissels  who  won't  want  to  endorse  our  campaign.     Our  program

is  too  radical  for  them,   and  besides,   they  don't  want  us  to

influence  their  ranks.
Three,  we  want  to  inf luence  the  periphery  of  the  SP,   any-

one  who  would  be  attracted  to  Joel's  campaign,   and  bring  them

around  us.

Toel  and  some  of  the  other  Spers  would  consider  our  en-

dorsement  as  a  friendly  gesture  of  solidarity.    'Ihqtealways
saying  that  the  lef t  is  generally  sectarian  and  that  the  lef t
should  get  together.    When  I  mentioned  to  Toel  that  our  endorse-

ment  was  possible,  he  said  that  that  would  be  very  "comradely"

of  us.     I  think  that  we'll  want  to  use  this  positive  atmosphere
that  we'11  be  creating,   if  we  vote  to  endorse  doel's  campaign,

to  have  some  serious  discussions  with  the  politically healthier
Spers ,

Nbw  the  degree  of  support  or  criticism  is  something  we'll

have  to  discuss  right  away.     How  much  support  do  we  want  to

give  to  .oel's  campaign  and  what  degree  of  criticism  do  we  want
to  employ?    I  think  that  we  would  want  to  be  taken  seriously

by  the  Spers.    We  want  them  to  know  that  our  ,support  is  sincere.
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We  don't  want  this  to  appear  as  a  maneuver  to  them.     We  want

them  to  ]mow  that  we  think  it  would  be  a  positive  thing  f or  doel

to  be  elected.
In  the  next  couple  of  weeks  the  exec.  will  be  discussing

exactly  how  we  would  go  about  supporting  .oel's  campaign.     When

we  put  out  a  statement  on  our  critical  support  we  should  be
'

more  I)ositive  than  negative.    This  would  be  crucial  to  begin  to

win  over  any  of  the  Spers.    We  would  start  out  very  positively,

emphasizing  the  areas  we  agree  on.    We  want  to  explain  to  workers

and  the  general  public  what we  think  is  the  central  question  in
American  politics  today-the  urgency  of  working  people  to  break

with  the  parties  of  the  banks  and  corporations.    A  vote  for  Joel

is  a  vote  against  the  capitalist  parties.
We  may  want  to  put  out  two  different  statements,  one  for

the  general  public  emphasizing  the main  point  we  see  in  this

campaign  and  other  positive  aspects  with  some  of  our  major

criticisms  as  well.    Another  statement  we  could  use  to  give  to

leftists  and  the  Spers  which  would  be  a  more  detailed  criticsm

of  their  program.     We  would  point  out  the  drawbacks  of  and  short-

comings  of  his  program.    If  you  look  at  it,   it's  obviously  a

very  reformist  program.    No  where  do  they  discuss  the  need  for

socialism.     On  energy,   banks  and  runaway  shops  they  have  nothing

on  nationalizations.    Instead  they  talk  about  worker-consumer

management  of  the  industry.    'Ihey have  something  in  there  about

{+.he  creation  of  a  state  bank which would  leave  state  banks  un-

touched.
\

A  comrade would  be  assigned  to  write  an  analysis  or  two  of
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their  program which  we  would  put  out  as  a  statement  giving  cri-

tical  support  to  the  campaign.    Another  thing  we  can  do  is  in-

vite  the  Spers  to  our  summer  school  on  the  Transitional  Program.
We  would  have  an  opportunity  to  show  them  how  the  Transitional

Program  is  counterposed  to  their  program.

Critical  support  will  advance  our  program  and  our  party
.

and  it  will  hurt  the  SP  and  its  program.    We.1l  have  lots  of

ways  to  engage  in  important  discussions  with  them.    Critical

support  is  the  tactic  which will  give  us  this  opportunity.
'Ihe  motion  from  the  executive  committee  is  that  we  recom-

mend  to  the  Political  Committee  that  the  branch  extend  critical

endorsement  to  the  Socialist  Party  campaign  of  .oel  Miller  for
Wisconsin  State  Senate.

Discussion. Approved  unanimously.

Alexandra  Topping
Campaign  Director,   for  the  Exective  Committee,
Milwaukee  Branch
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ABBREVIATED   PLATFORM   OF   THE   SOCIALIST   FOR   STATE...

SENATE   COMMIT.TEE.        A.a    approv.eq    June.3,19.7? .,.. ] ,..,., `..   `
..         I                                                         `..-I                       ,.!             '      .,.....           'i  .,.. `|,'       ,,...

I.    Workepconsuner managemient of the  energy ind`:Btry in the  State.    Take the
profit  out  of energy and  return the`  savings to the  consumer.    Expanded  u8p  of    ,
alternative  technology on a  State-wide baBi8 through the  regear€h 9nd  deye.IPpn.ent
initiativeB  of a publicly owned  energy enterprise.

•,....             '      .                 .        iL       .                                                 -I  ....     I                                                                .              `    .,,,.,...             `           ..,...,   `           .      i

:;at:v±ee±SE:=£:=£:::=£=:i:=f=f:£::Ef:i:::au.[ds:ecnhdamboannekywf:r]:ofcufnac]:I;o:gce::P.„
Pr.ojects  at low interest  rates.   Middle  and  low income  people  would  have  expanded
6aving8  and borrowing opportunities.  This  would  provide  protection against  red-
lining  older  com.munities.   -    .

*
'            .''t          `':`       .........  `.                                                                                       ,         `1

3.    Social ownership and  den.ocratic  operation of the  Telephone. ser.vice..  Pis.Vision
This has already been  done  in Nlanitoba, Can-

4=.    Recognition of the  right  of public  employees to  strike  and  organize in labor
unions.    State  government rr.ust never use its  resourc.es to break a  strike or other
job  action.

**Prohibition of the  use  of the military and  police  forces  to break-Strikes,
**Prohibition of  scabbing,
**Abolition  of injunctions  as  a  means to. bre;k  strikes,
**No State purchases from firms where  a  strike is taking  place,
**No  discrimination  against  strikers in need  of welfare      ssistance,
**Prohibition of the  ernployrnent  of private  detectives  and  detective  agencies  in

labor  disputes,
**Prohibition of the use  of lockouts by employers to curb organizing  efforts of

workers.
'\

5.    S±==±qu_I+]Zg±kJa]L. thrit.y hour_wLQ±]Lweek for forty_ _ho_p_rs  Pay.

6.    The  Stateinould riot be  afraid to take  legal action against  corporations that
darr.age  communities by  leaving them and  their   people  unemployed.  The  State
Should  Set up ±±!g=±s±±HLanj±jLed  prQ±}Lc_tive  and  di_strib_utive  soope rative siE=.=ould

of  Services  at lowest possible  costs.
ada.

becolr,e

8hcps.

self-sufficient  and  autonom.ous  after  a  period of time.
ws  on both the  State and  federal level rr.ust be ontro runaway

'
:

I

7.  Support of the gaj[ com.munity in their  struggle  against police  harrassrr`.ent and in
the  effort to attain ordinances banning discriminatiori against gays in housing and
erriployment.                                                                            ^  ,                                                  t :.`    .

8.    Equal access to all forms  of tr.edical treatrrient.including the  right of. lovi in`c6me
women to abortion.

9.    Parent-worker in_anaged  day care facilities  Should be  expanded throughout the
State  for  working  women.                  fu.A ,..,   Ly    who`?        fnv4tt?

10.    End the practices  o£  8teL=i±iziug  poor and  minority women without their consent.
\

11.    Recognition of Native  An.erican  8overc!bnty.•_



\2.    End  the  harra8sn-lent of undocumcnted  workers. Full acce8B to  Social programs
for  undoc`]Iiiented  workers.    Opposition to  efforts  like  AB 353  which encourage
®nipl{)ynient  discrimination against  undocurnented  workers.

1'

.              'J                                                                                                                                                              ,              ,,                                                                                                                          I                                                                                                                          `          ,

13.    Moratorium on all nuE|ear plant construction u±!i| the public  can be a;8ured
of  the   Safety  o£  Such  facilities ..-. ''   `.'   :  ..-..   ' ....-                        '   '  '`.....

•.               '     ,,-....   `  ,....,..   :..

14.    All per8on8  serving  on cue  governing boards  of public  authorities,   con-|mi8siong,
etc. ,  that levy taxes  Should be  subject to  direct  election.    At the present tirrie the
governing officials of the  Metropolitan©ge Comn:is8ion and the Milwaukee
Area  Technical College  School  Board are  un'elected.  Both of these bodies: levy taxes.

THESE ARE JUST  SOME OF THE POSITI`ONS .TAKEN BY  JOEL MILLER. AND THE
SOCIAI.IST  PARTY.    FOR  MORE  INFORn+IATloN CONTACT  THE SOCIALIST  FOR
STATE  SENATE COMNITTEE,   Rm.   325,   135  W.  Wells  St.  Mil.waukee  53203.  Or
call2%-0773 .....   `.''     ..;..`.A                  "        ......  I .-....   ``...`.'...

: J6el A.  Miller  is:the  c.indid.ate  of the  Socialist  Party for  State  Senate in the  9tb
State Senate  District.    `He  will be  running in the Noven}ber general election against
the  Derriocratic  and  Republic?n non`inees.   You will find  him in the  independant
column on the ballot.
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THE NINTH STATE SENATE  DISTRICT

-.4000

insin  Ave.
•,

.,,

•,.'

lv.  Becher

)I+.

dgewood  Ave.

Russell Ave.
.'.t

Authorized  and paid for by the  Soc.  for  State  Seaate  Cornm.  M.   Sanders,  Trea8.
135 W.  Wells  St.   Milwaukee,  W|  53Zo3  (L?bor  Donated)                                    `



JUN     3fl7e L'inneapolis
hhy  30,   1978

Dear   Comrades,

This  i§  a  report  on  some  development,s  t,al':inc  place  with
the  Socialist,  Party.    The  SP  is  the  cT, oup  i,hat  ran  frank
Zeidler  for  president,  in  i,he  1976  elections.     Zeidler  served
aLs  a  knoim  social  der.iocrat  as  mayor  of  ]\ifilwaukee  from  l9h8
until  1960.

The  SP  grows  out  of  a  split  that  took  place  short,1y
before  the  1973  split  that  shattered  the  old  SP  into  the
De,iiocratic  Socialist  Organizing  Courchttee  (DSOC)  and
the  Social  BeFiocrats  USA  (SDUSA.)

The  present,  SP  is  composed  of  people  who  disagreed  with
the  realigrment  (irorking  in  the  Democratic  part,y)  policy  of
the  old  group  and  also  radical  pacifist,s  who  opposed  the  pl'o
Vietnam  Th'ar   starice   of  the   old  SP.     Dave  i.:c:-`,.eynolds  belongs
to  this  grolp.

They  ar`pe:ir  t,o  ha`,re   2(jo  or   so     nerr!bers.     In  }filv,'aukee,  which
the  national  leadersh].p  says  is  their  sJu-rt)iigest  local,   they
claim  50  members.     Comrades  report   t?ia.t,  r,eriy  of  thes-_!  are  not
aciuive.     They  have  recruited  a  umber  of  ;roung  peiiple  over  t:I)e
last  co  p.I.e  of  years  and  rec;..mited  a  nun,`i]er  of  teachers  out  of
the  riacine  ',','is€onsiB  teache}'sl   strike  last,  )rear.

T.heir   na+uional  headqu.art,ers  is  in  hiilwaukee.     `.Thile  t`ne
older  mem`ot:.rs  of  t:r.e   :rou.r>  are   stone  reformist.s  and  quit.e
hostile   to  us,   thel.a  is  a  L~rcji.ip  of  yo`ing  people   :.Ln  }thl"-aukee
1.,t]o   cor.sid 3r   t`nemselves  revoluti   nar}-:.:arxists.     Colnrades   in
I,Iilv,'aitk ~-e  ha-,'e   fciund  theriiselves  v.Tori.:ing  `.,-ith   these  young
poeple   on  a  range   of  act,ivities.     ::ost  recentl.v  we  v,-c>r'h'ed  closely
together  on  anti  3akke  a`ctivities.     There  has  be  n  cooperation
cln  antide.`;t-jri,ation  activit,y,   sLi`p  tprt  actions  for  i,he  |P.i  and
abortion  riL-hts,   and  i,'7cjrk  around  Sot,hem  .Africa.

A  num'oer  of  these  yo`.,ng  pelt.-`le  read  the  ;.ilitant  closely.
Their  local  cha±rper.son,   Joel  .,;i.Iler,  worked  on  a  Job  wit,h
one  of  the   comrades  for   sev3ral  monJULubs  and  has  been  influenced
b:y-  o.`ir  ideas.     Their  natic;nal  secretary,   Tom  Spiro,   has  been
±H±3]rEHnd  over  to  comrades  houses  for  polit,ical  discussions.
fie  is  in  his  late  tTnenties.     There  are  about,  i,en  people  we've
had  friendly  contact  with  in  one  i.,'ay  or  anoth=r.

The  SP's  paper the  Socialist  Tribune  has  begun  to  come
out  more  regularl}-.  Spiro  and  I,|l er seem  to  hav.3  a  lot  to  do  in
wit:n  the  line  of  it.     (See  enclosed  copies)    Note  articles  that

Spiro  ThTote   on  Blanco  and  I`IaLrroquin.     A  recent  issue   cit,ed
Int,ercoritir,ental  Press  as  a  source  for  an  article  on  i,he
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A  few months  ago  the  Milwaukee  group  invited  Ja.mes
TI.einstein  (editor  of  In  These  Times)  to  speak  at  a  forum.
Bob  Schwarz  and  I  attended.     There  were  about  35  people
there.    The  young  .`Pers  were  disgusted with  Weinsteinls

:dr::::§£:::£::::;,::i:::jh±3::::i::;;;i:;::y':::fe¥rn:::::::d
in  talking  politics  with  us.

1.i-ill  Reissner  and  I  a,ttended  i,he  }rlsconsian  Stat,e
Convention  of  the  SP  held  in  Madison  hiay  13-1h.    All
members  who  were  paid  up  in  dues  were  eligable  to  be
delegates.    There  were clout  25  pedple  there  through  the
Thre6kend.

The  first  item  of  business was  a  discussion  on
m±d=in±EEc    whether'  or  nt:t  we  should  be  allowed  in  as
observors.     The  young  people  from  AEilwaukee  were  not  there
yet.     The  state  secretary,  Ken  Kissell,   frori;  }i'Iadison  opposed
us  being  seated  on  the  basis  that  irre  have  been"trying  to
destroy  the  S.T'  £vgr  since  the  thrities./'

\\
Zeidler  argued  i,hat,  even  though  vre  are  a  totalitarian

pal.ty  and  Li. A osat everything  t,he  SP  =drQEc±oxc   stands  for  "
we  should  `,)e  let  in  because  it,  would  be  undeniocrat,ic  to  bar
uS,

lgillian  Osborne  Hart,   a  lonatime  figure  in  the  I`L'adison
S.   also  Spoke  fro  seating  us  on  i,he  basis  of  democra,cy.
The  only  c)pposing  vote  was  I:issell.

Kissell,  who  is  in  his  twenties  and  lives  in  1,iadison,
gave  a  dismal  report  on  the  accomplishments  of  the  State
Execut,ive  Board  in  the  lasti  two  years.     He  said  they were
not  able  to  get,  a  quorum  more  than  a  few  time.     Durin:  the
discussioi-i  it  came  c>ut,  that  there  has  been  no  financial
a.ccountin:  in  the  state  orgariization  in  two  years.

At  one  point,  during  the  discussio.1  h'art,  who  we  knew
from  jt;adison  years  ago  leaned  over  i,o  us  and  said,   ''Just  betiref3n
yc.u  and  me,  you  are  ivitnessing  the  dissolijtion  of  the
17isconsin  SP.     hiaybe  you   can  pick  ap   s\'_.me  pieces."

The  first,  political  debdte  centered  aro ,.nd  a  proposal
by  Zeidler  to  send  greetings  to  a  ret,iring  Democi-atic
st,ate  legislator.     Severa.1  members  objected  with  the
car,rments,   ''-iTe  canlt  afford  to  wast,e  time  on  capitalist
politicians, "  'l-.'.re  shouldnlt,  play  footsie  with  capitalists  after
v.-e  go  to  the  trouble  to  organize  a  socialist  part;..','l   lllt
Thras  Harrin3ton's  support  of  the  DeITiocri..-Js  that  kept  him  from
opposinL  the  1.r,J.r  when  he  should  have.'l

By  the  a±.t,ernoon  abou+u  eiEht  ol-  the  yoi.1.nL.  people   from
jij.Iwaukee  arrived  and  a  deb_te  began  aro`Lmd  a  propJusal  by
i.eidler  to  condelnn   ''terror  as  a  method  of  social  chant3e."
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Joel  Miller  propased  an  aLmendment  that  irould  define
terror  as  minoritBr  violence  (terrorism)  distinguishing  it
fl.om  the  violence  that  took  place  dicing  the  American
and  French  revoliitions  or  recent  unspecified  revolutions.

Hart  argued  i,hat,  the  violence  of  Qiba  in  Angola  is
as  `oad  as  t:rie  US  violence  in  Vietnam  Tras.

Zeidler  said  he  would  accept  lELllerl s  amendnjent
because  t,he  purpose  of  his  motion  was  to  condenm  terrorism
per  se  in  this  particular.  case.   (It  was  right  after  the  Moro

;n£;S::;!m;H==;e#ii:£:£gs:§r:::i;::::t;:::;;i:i:::§f:i;:fenarc:
in  the  near  f`iture.    We  have  a pacifist  wing  and  an  almost
Iieninist  wing. "

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  debqt,e  a  proposed  state
platfrom  draft  b}r Kisell  paragraph  by paragraph.    Ifiller

:::  pfnart:°:¥?e€s:ec:::i::e3±;tf°rm  in  a Workshop which we

The  next  subst,antive  debate  took  place  around  the
conception  of  the  part,y.     ;,:iller  proposed  t,hat  the  SP  op;lose
elecLi,oral  1a,v,'s  forcing  all  parties  i,o  have  o.r)en  primaries
wliere  anyone  who  registered  SP  could  vote  on  who  the partyls
candida+ues  could  be.     "e  arcou, e.d  t,hat  only  ITiemb.:,irs-those   in
ideological  agreemenLu  withthe  SP~  should  ha/e  i,he  right
to  vote  for  it,s  EZHd±o[laiil=iE    standard  bearers.

Zeidler  afid  ?Iart,  and  others  opposed  this  as  undemocratic.
The  debat,e  exijended  to  whet.her  =uhe  candida-,es  of  the  S:'
mst  be  responsi
locals  of  the  SP#o::d±k :u€o°:I c±±:e!.:°g::;`' c:n8i¥::::e:I the
party.     Zeidler  characterized  the  debaLue  as  "a5tainst  t:r:ose  of
u uu  w:!oare  mc,iving  in  a  democratic  centralist  direction.''

i.v'iller's  amendmen`u  wa.    defeat,ed  as  were  most  oi-t,hc
pror,osals  of  his  gI`ouping.

Other  areas  of  debat,e:

A  yo.ung  member  from  }fllwauke=  prc;posed  that  the
SP  sup  orb  t,`ne  striking  farmers  and  go  on  record  in  favor  of
loo;=  parity.     This  was  opposed  on  +uhe  basis  that  it would
mean  higher  prices.

An  amendment  to  oppose  a`,  empts  to  repeal  gay  rights
ordinances  was  voted  down  on  the  basis  that,  it  would  oppose
a  der.!cicratic  prc`d-3ss--referendums.

There  was  a  debate  on  Whether  or  not  to  oppose  marijuana
laus ,

The  most  heat,ed  disc-ission  took  place  over  the  issue  of
gun  co.-I.rol.Hart  introduced  an  amendment  to  a  Section  of  the
fhag:m£±:tform  opposing  STi.AT  squads  that  would  favoi  outlaning
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as  a  class  question.    T}iey  talked  abuut  the  violence  of  the
police  and  how working  people  have  to  ha.ve  the  right  to  self
defense  and  the  right  to  bear  arms.    Sorora±cutxbhemexa±dg

]4Lller  said,   "This  puts  the  blame  for  violence  on
working  people  inst,ead  of  there  it  belongs.    `itry.  is  it
that  this  party  ntFTer  discusses  the  violence  against  :indians,
of  the  n`?S  agaj.nst  undocumented  workers,   the  violence  of  the
police  aga-inst  people  in  ghettos,   and  the  viobence  by  the
guards  in  prisons?"

The  pro  gun  control  amendment  passed  15-7.    Miller  then
introduced  an  amendment  in  favor  of  disarming  the  police  and
rilitary in  order  to  expose  the  argument  that  the  SP  should
oppose  all  violence.    It  failed.

The  last  point  on  the  agenda  was  the  question  of
running  a  .r7ubernatorial  campaign.    iniller  proposed  that,  they
not  run  i,his  year  on  the  basis  that  there  we  e  too  many
divisions  in  the  party.     Zeidler  agre`-3d  at  first.    Ha.I.t
then  threatened  to  run  on  the  SP  ticket  even  if  t
to  run.     He  then  said  he  was  r\,sigriing  from  the  Saey  voted  notand  walked
out.    ;1e  ga\re  stater.ents  to  i,he  press  that  he  walked  out  because
of  the  pro  terl.orist  alternati  e  lifestyle  wing  of  the  party.

After  he  wau{ed  but  a  proposal  to  take  a  sLi,atenride
membership  .loll  as  i,o  whether  to  run  him  for  governor  pa.ssed.
Lf  they  dc>nlt  r;in  him  they will.  not  rum.

Joel  :I.tiller  is  running  for  stat,e
iirent  on  record  endorsing  his  campaign.

senate  fry the  convention

After  the  convention  Tory  Prince  and  I  went  over  t,o
their  nat..Lonal   offices  in  l'if:.i.ITi.aukee.     Tom  Spiro  iwho  was  not
at  the  s&bbe  convent,ion  was  there.     He  was  quite  cold  and
obviously  nervous  that  I  had  been  to  the..Lr  ci-nvent,ion.     He
had  .oeen  quite  friendly  last  i,i_me  I  met  him.    He  did  offer
tr,e  informa+u--.  n  that  i .  his  opinion  t.here  was  a  harxist  wing
and  pacifist  wing  in  the  SP  and  i,hat  they were  haeded  for  a
bit  deba+ue  a-u  their  national  conventictn  i,his  fall.    I  invited
him  t,o  0berlin.

The  comra.des  in  ]thlwaukee  are  ±h±ck6Hgxofc  continuing
to  i,hini:  uf  ways  to  work  I,ogether  with  the  SP.    'ife  have
already  launched  a  campaign  for  Governor  and  Lt.   Gov.   in•I-,isconsin.     A9rienne  I`:aplan  w`no  is  very widely  known  in  the

=:;:£::e¥nl i,here,  and  Bill  Breihan  a  steelworker  who  -
bhex8ad±or8k±c    was  a  leading  activist  in  the

Sadlowski  campaign  are  the  candidates.    #z±BEs±zz[REzbfrcfhac
If  the  SP  doesn't  run  for  Governor  our  caxpaigTl will  look

quite  attractive  to  Joel's  grouping.    He  had  indicated mthusiasm
for  it,.     HgaEriEZE=Egrchxaxrii2rmck  In  the  meantime  the  cinrades
will  discuss  giving  critical  support  to  Joel Mi  l'er in his
campaign  fo'r  stat,e  senat,e.

cc  th.Iwndc€ Comadely,     Wendy Iiyons W4


