
May  9,   1978

To  the  Political  Committee

Deali   Comliades,

As  background  natel.ial  for  the  world  movement  report
at  the  PC  meeting  of  May  11,  attached  al.e  two  items  fliom
Colombia :

i.    The  text  of  a  petition  appealing  for  500,000  signatures
in  favor.  of  a  single  pl.esidential  candidate  against  tbe  system.

2.    A  statement  by  the  PST(BT)  explaining  why  it  has
signed  and  is  campaigning  in  favor  of  this  petition  campaign.

ely,

rfu



t::a:::::::no:fw£±:£t:::o:e5:=eE€:¥±v::I:¥L%±:dc:=o££±::b±s±t%E3¥

HAIF  A  MIIjLI0N  COIjoMBIANS  FOR  A  SINGIE  CANDIDATE  AGAINST  THE  SYSTRI

"I  am  signing  this  declaration  calling  fol'  a  single  candidates
of  the  Colombian  people  to  run  against  all  the  candidates  of
the  oligal`chy.     I  am  sure  that  this  appeal  will  t>e  signed,  not
by  half  a  million  Colombians,  but  by  a  million.    And  if  even
more  do  not  sign,  it  will  only  be  because  they  have  not  been
given  a  chance  to  lealin  to  sign  their  names.

--Gabriel  Gal`cia  Marquez   [a  famous  writeli]

A  sentiment  for.  unity  has  been  an  incl`easingly  stl.ong  element  in
the  stliuggles  of  the  Colombian  workers  and  people.     The  militancy  shown
by  all  the  various  sectors  of  the  masses  in  the  National  Citizens
Strike  of  Septembel`  14,  and  the  celebl.ation--for  the  fir.st  time  ever--
of  a  united  May  Day,  headed  up  by  the  four  workers  tl`ade~union  federations
al.e  but  t;wo  significant  examples  of  the  tl`end  toward  unity  that  the
masses  are  demonstl`ati:ng  in  their.  daily  stliuggles.     But  this  tl`end  has
not  been  |`eflected  ol'  repl`esented  in  a  united  political  altel'native.

Aware  of  this  fact,  and  cousideliing  that  the  par.ticular  interests
of  the  differ.ent  left-wing  parties  cannot  be  countelposed  to  the
people's  steps  towal`ds  unity,  a  broad  glioixp  of  wol`kers  and  trade-union
leader.s,  intellectuals,  al.tists,  journalists,  and  repliesentatives  of
val`ious  mass  organizations®  have  decided  to  join  forces  to  stl.uggle  for  a
united  presidential  candidate  to  repl`esend  the  political  interests  of
the  exploited  millions  of  Colombia.     This  united  candidate  would  take  on
the  candidates  of  the  oligarchy  and  the  bosses,  who  stand  for.  continuing
the  system  of  hunger,  want  and  repl.ession,  tha  system  that;  Iiestrict;s
political  and  trade-union I`ights--for  it  is  exactly  this  that
characterizes  the  sol'I`y  years  of  the  National  Front  goverrments.

We  are  proposing  a  mad.or  petition  campaign  in  which  half  a  million
Colombians  will  call  fol`  a  single  candidate  for  president  of  the  I.epublic.
Towards  this  end  we  al.e  calling  upon  the  four  workel`s  trade-union
federations  and  the  independent  unions,  on  the  people's  organizations
and  the  palities  of  the  working  class  to  take  the  lead  in  this  national
plebiscite  for  a  single  candidate.     As  palit  of  this  campaign,  we  demand
that  the  three  presidential  candidates  of  the  left  immediately  give  up
their  candidacies  in  order  to  pave  the  way  fol.  unity.     [TI.anslatoli's
note:     The  three  left  candidates  are`:   Julio  C6sar  Pelinia  of  tJNO  (a
CP-contl`olled  popular-front  i;ype  formatiori) ,   Jaime  Piedliahita  Car.dona
of  PUP  (a  Maoist~contl'olled  populal`-fl.out  type  for.nation),  and
Socorlio  Ramirez,  the  Trotskyist  candidate  rurming  on  the  UNI0S  slate.]

We  do  not  intend  i;o  put  up  a  fourth  pl.esidential  candidat_e..    We
are  making  a  last-ditch  effol.t  to  obtain unity  against  the  system  in
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This  would  set  a  precedent  and  create  a  current  of  opinion„which



since  it  would  express  the  immistakable  feelings  of  the  people,
would  surely  have  an  impact  going  beyond  these  elections.

We  appeal  to  you,  workers  in  the  plants,  women,  students,  the
wol.kers  in  offices,  intellectuals,  or  peasants,  all  who  feel  the
ovel`I`iding  need  for  unity  in  ol`del.  to  put  an  end  to  hungel`  and  want,
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for  the  unity  of  the  wol.king  people  in  stl.uggle.    We  appeal  to  those
of  you  who  may  disagree  with  some  of  the  ideas  in  this  appeal,  but
who  agl.ee  with  the  central  aim,  to  suppol.t  us  in  this  campaign.
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rTranslator's  Note:     The  petition_then  lists  about  70  names  and  says
that  there  al'e  about  5,000  additional  signel`s.     Of  the  70  names  listed
about  25°/o  are  i;Iiade  unionists  or  fl`om  mass  organizations;   about  70%
alie  figures  fl`om  sports,  entert;ainment,literature,  or  the  arts,  as
well  as  journalists,  professors,lawyers  and  doctor.s.     The  fillst
thl.ee  names  on  the   list  al'e  Gabl.iel  Galicia  Mal`ouez,   the  wl.itel`,
and  Luis  Car.los  P6rez  and  Geral`do    Molina,  both  listed  as  lawyers,
but  well  ]mown  foil  their  co]mections  with  bourgeois  liberalism.
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elections,  but  here  he  is  listed  only  as  a  tl`ade  unionist.]



rThe   following  statement  by  tbe  PST(BT)  appeared in EI  Socialista
No.   lil,  April  17,   1978.     It  was  published  along  with  the  text  ol.
the  petition  appealing  for  500,000  signatul.es  for.  a  single  candidate
against  the  system.]
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We  endol.sed  the  declaration  because  we  agree  with  the  basic
plio|>osal  of  the  Nz>tional  Committee  and  with  its  appeal  to  join  forces
to  stl`uggle  for  a  single  candidate  against  the  system  and  its  demand
that  the  three  candidates  of  the  left  withdraw  in  ol.der  to  facilitate
unity.    At  the  same  time  we  want  to  clal.ify  the  position  that  we  hold
and  that  we  will  continue  to  pl.esent  in  the  National  Committee  and  to
the  woliking  masses.

i.     We  of  the  PST  consider  that  the  basic  objective  of  the  struggle
that  we  al`e  undel`taking  is  to  bring  about  a  broad  mobilization  for  t;he
political  independence  of  the  workers.     This  means  that  the  working
class  has  to  keep  doing  what  it  did  in  the  National  Citizens  Stl`ike--
unite  against  the  bosses,  stand  in  the  for.efront  of  all  the  oppl.essed,
and  to  say  to  the  entil`e  country  that  the  workers  have  no  confidence  in
those  who  exploit  them  every  day  in  the  factory.     This  is  what  we  did
on  September.  14  all  thliough  the  country.     So  we  have  to  make  it  clear.
that  the  single  candidate  for  which  our  movement  is  stliuggling  has
to  be  a  political  representative  of  the  wol`kelis,  a  proven  defendeli
of  their.  interests.     The  slogan  that  expresses  this  stlii]ggle  in  a  clear
and  precise  manner. is  A  Sin 1e  Candidate  of  the  Wol`kel.s. The  wol`king
class  is  not  going  to  keep  on  voting  for  candidates  handed  down  by  the
Libelials  and  Conservatives  who  disguise  themselves  as  revolutionaries.

2.     We  have  to  say  the  same  thing  about  the  kind  of  movement  that
we  al`e  advocating  as  we  said  about  the  candidate.     This  movement  can
and  must  include  broad  sectors  of  the  oppressed;  but  it  has  to  be
led  by  the  wol`kers,  and  theil`  tl.ade-union,  political  and  mass
organizations.     This  clearly  means  the  four    trade-union  federations,
the  independent  unions,  and  the  worker.s  parties  like  the  Communist
Pality,   the  MOIR,   and  the  socialist  parties.     We  cannot  accept,  as
leaders  of  this  stl`uggle,  the  kind  of  Ijiberal  and  Consellvative
bourgeois  figul.es  who  disguise  themselves  as  Iievolutionaries  and
alie  tr.ying  to  become  political  I`epl`esentatives  of  tbe  workers.     Insofar
as  the  declaration  does  not  emphasize  this  point,  it  may  encoul.age
illusions  that  there  are   "good"  1ibel`als  oli  conservative  sect;ors  who
could  play  a  leading-I`ole  in  our  movement  for  a  single  candidate  of
the  workers.



.3.    Foil  us,  it  is  the  capitalist  system  that  is  I`esponsible
foil hunger.,,, misery  and  want,   for  the  repression  against  the  worker.s
and  exploited,   for  restl`ucting  democl`atic  I`ights;     it  is  the
capitalist  system.  dominated  by  impel.ialism  in  our  country,  that  is
I`esponsible  fol`  all  the  evils  of  society.     The  most  prominent
defender.s  of  this  capitalist  system  are  the  Ijibel`al  and  Conselrvative
parties.     So,  wheri  the  declal`ation  says  that  we  have  to  stl`uggle  fol`
a  single  candidate  against  the  system,  we  understand  this  to  be  the
capitalist  system,  dominated  by  impel`ialism,  which  is  I`esponsible
for  the  misery  and  oppression  suffer.ed  by  the  wor`king  class  and
the  people  of  Colombia.

4.    Finally,  we  agliee  that  everyone, without exception,  can  sign
the  national  petition.     But  we  alie  especially  oliienting  to  the  workel`s,
since  they  are  the  majol`ity  of  the  population  and  the  most  I.eliable
militant  base  of  support  for  our  movement.     Conseauently,  the
appl.o|)riate  slogan

italist  S stem.
excludes  those  who

is:     Half  a  ltillion  Wol`kelis  foil  Unit ainst  t;he
This  slogan,  we  insist,  while  it  in  no  way

alie  not  wol.kers,   indicates those who  count;itute,
and  must  constitute,   the  axis  of  leadel`ship  of  our.  movement.

We  want  to  reiterate  that  despite  these  differences  we  suppol-t
the  basic  proposal  in  the  Appeal.     We  agree  with  it,  and  we  will  do
everything  in  our.  power  to  encourage  the  stl`uggle  that  has  begun--
undelistandi]ng  it  as  a   stl`uggle  for  t;he  political  independence  of  the
class ,
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