XS A Doy Jwe,,i;loh(g_w
March 19, 1978,

Dear Walter,

I typed three pages of a letter to you a montih ago, erd did not post
it because i wanted’ to re-type parts of it. I typed nearly four pages of a fresh
letter on March 8, with additional information 6f further developments in the ‘oitu-
ation I had described in the previous letter, but it underwent the same fate. Lo
this is my third attempt, and I hope it succeeds!

i-have orally briefed a Swedish comrade, who left hore on karch 5,
and a French comrade, who left here on larch 9,:poth-on the situation that has
been developing very rapidly herp since the Qnd'of last ycary, and on our serious
need of adegquate Yiaison with the FI centre and support from it in this situatiom.
d hayo bricfed them much more fully than I comnsider it safe to do in a written
comaunication like this, oxr ocan do adequately, in any case, duc to lack of :{ime
and the complexities of the situation. I trust, therefore, that this letton will
scrve esgentially to confirm what you may gather or have already gathered indinw.
ectly froa the reports the two comrardes must have given to leaders of their seat-
103 e

We think that the USec comrade who is to visit Japan and Ceylon,
should visit us first, abd as soon as possible. Ho rimdmX ghouid be & comrade who
knows Ceylon well, preferably, and should stay here for at least e weel.
I thinx it is Szt most desirable that arrangements be made for Come Sakai
to visit here at the same timey, if it ig possibls and financially feasible, copocs
ially as tho Bureau has failed to implement the pronised arrangement for bhim oxd
ne to noot at the center ot least oncs a veare It is &ver two years sincc we lesott
et together in Brussels, followirg the IEC moeetinge. The repeated posiponements «&
tho UQG thercafter, and the substitution of ballots among ILC memlers for mootirgc
of the YLC ©F the Lx USsay, as well as the failure of the Burcau to errans for
Sokal and myself to be present at any USed meeting since the last IEC meetirngyhaw:
rezulied in a da footo dropping of any proper connection with Asia by tho USse,
%his is o matler on vhich I wish to have a discussion with the Bureeu, g=1 to bo
heard by the USec before the agenda/':*ufﬁb WC ie finaligedo ¥ thirc it ig morri
‘unforiturate that firancial considerations are leading to the creation of a situ~
ation in the Internationalfvhich mirrors,, to some extent, the relations botueen
t20 American aud Duropean imperialist powers and the rest of the worldd In any
case, I must say that our sonding copies of rmz minutes of meetings of owr leads-
ing bedies, will not be an adequate way at all for the Cenior to keep touch with
the I=ZI=c? life of our sectiong apart from the security risiks involved. I we
vere engaged primarily in revoiutionary propaganda and educational activity, oi
course, the position would be somewhat different. The USex should also bear iw
mind the fact that attendance of IKC menbers at USec meetings, as observers, is
no gzeat problem for memberm of some sectionsy ev=ihodrifecpilig touch wiih the
lives of gulh sections is not confined to some member of the Bureau reading copiocs
of minutes of their leading bodies. I trust thatf closer Duro-imerican co-opcration
at the Center will result in a more serious approach to the quesition of makin
the FI function more like a ‘World Party of the Socialisi Revolution' {han i3
has been able to do due to the Luro-~American rift that has prevailed in it since
19090

I knou that you, personally, are aware of the necegsity for setiirg
right the imbalance in the functioning oi the Fi, and that it hgo a Ydisconnedted
Asziansector¥, to quots from your own letter to me  of Jwed,1977. ly rcmarikg and
reguesta are intended for both the Bureau and the USec iiself. That is why I wiciu
to be heard on these matters by the USec, apart from discussing then with the
sureau.

I do not kmow why Sk Uome Sakailrefused to come to the Ceatler;
but I do not think that the absence of an Asian conrade 2t the Cender is the main
reason for the very wnsatisfactory relations of the Center with the Asian ssatiorns.
‘‘he main ggﬁiqgr'idqge failure of thg Uepter toAarrange f@r'regular personal GoYe
tact with,ﬁhe entery uritten communidations and the lengthiest of documeunts gre
N
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ro substituts for proper and adequate discussions between leading comrades at the
Center wiih leading comrades who camnnot be at the Center if they are {o be leaders
in_the mass novenments in their countries. Likewise, I repeat, ballota of ILC nowe
bers, who are unable to attend USed meetings as observers, in betiteen IEC meetings,
are no substitute for meetings of the ILC, at rdasonable intervalse. It is the ILG
and not the USec that cmy should functlon between congresges &s the intermational
1c~derahln. How this is to be achieved isy, in my view, a more imporiant question
for the i in the currcnt world situation than some of the itemy relating to thig
or that aspect of the intermational situation 1tgelf, that are presently lisied
for the agenda of the next WG, whenever it is €d be held, ultimately. For thosc
who have the opportunity to be atf the Center, or can &fford to visit it regular
at least for USeo meetings, participation in the decigion-making funciions of leal
ersiiip is quite different from: those whoge functions of leaderphip in their own
couniries and remoteness, as well as leck of funds for travel and stays abroad, mk:
it impossible to maintain fixx anything like the same frecuency of comtact with

gnd discusgions at the Center. I trust that this letter will serve to mahe gll
those comrades in the USecy who seriously desire to build a *world pariy%,, and not
porely Yo 'build the party' in their own countries, a little more conscious of
the necessity for disoussing this question, and taking concrete action; Balore -
the 3, to remedy the thoroughly unsatisfactory and unfortunaie situatiow thait oy
exists in that regard.

The situation in Ceylon at. the moment is unique for use The CIU EBas 1w
become rot only the vanguard organisation in the mass movement, but also the pivota
organisgtion of a broader united front of trade union organisations than anything
previously realised on the trade union front. This is something tha%t deserves not
publlcztz in the next issue of "IP/Inprecorr", as a bit of reousy anongst warious
other bits of mewg from various counitries, hut frroegimminy proper study by the
leaderships of sections that have -already acquired positions of leaderchip in the
nass movements -of their countries, or are actively engaged in pemetrating them, X
am not in fyvour of any gdvertisement of what we are doing in relation to what is
happening in the mass movement i Ceylon, as ve may inform our enenies more than

> vo nay ipterest our comrades elsewhere, by publicising what ue are &oznb. L1
possible publicity should be given, however, to the uttorly reaculonaﬁy things Kloe:
UL? Govte is doing, and to the activitiesg and declaratiors of the CIU and the Jint
iIrade Union Action Committee and its other constituent orgenisations in that regard

The JVP, mnfortunately, has proved ito be not merely a negative but evwen
an iphibitoxry 1nfluenue -amongst the masses, in relation to the development of a
nass struggle against the reactionary policies of the ULP Govi. Despite ny effaris
to correat them, through personal discussions with their leaders, they have per—
sisted in £y utterly sectarian attacks on the leaderships of the SL¥FP, the LSSP
and the CP, coupled with no more than a show of opposition to the polScies of tho
UL3 Govie They have not merely eschewed ‘armed struggle' publicly, but chouw not
thae sllgntost real concern for the development of the class struggle under the
present regime. Apart from seriogdusly damaging, if not losing the ®revolmtionsyy?
image they had gained as a result of what fQPy tried to do end suffered under tha
previous reglme, they are now being cis : with some effecty, 2=z of haviry
entered into a ‘'contract' with J.H. Jayewcrdene to atteck the Isadershipa of tka
1L5SP, the CP and the SLVP, mmwflnr as a 'quid pro quo' for the release of all the
political prisoners.

We have deliberately refrained from any publio criticisnm of the cupe
rept line of the JVP; even though it is clear to us that the chances of our in-
i‘luenc.mb then by discussion, to turn in our direction, are somewhat meogrey, Cik
Their essentially petit~bourgeois character, and the strong Stalinist hang-ovor
in théay theoretioal 2uzr orientation, make any seriouns and Deaningful dige
logue with them very difficult. What a colossal nistake it would have been for ug
to lave taken W.'s description of themselves as 'modern BolsheviEsg' gt face valuey,
merely because of his presentation of what he tried to do and did, and because olX
what he and his movement suffered iy consequencel
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The stated object of the JVP, nationally,, is the establishment of a "Fro=
letarian Socialist Govt." on the programme they published before the last generall
elections. To establish such a govi. the task is to create o *genuine Communisi
Party', for which they carry on propaganda meetings,, lectures and siudy clhsses,
besides publishing newspapers. They claim to have a trade union wing, a uonen's
and a youth organisation. '‘heyp even celebrated international Women's Doy on
arch 8! Internationally, they ain to 'revive the Third International' on ‘Lenin-
igt' lines. 'Wrotsikyism' for them is a petit-bourgeois legiation from liarxicn,
and includes belief in 'spontaneous revoliition', by -the masscse Organisaticnally,
they rojedt the right to orgenised factions or tendencies, &8s being inconsistentit
with 'Bolshevik® organisational principle, and conducive of organisational weal-
nesSBs

I gave W, your revised message on Jan. 8. He said he had hended it to
his PB, for them to deal with it. We have heard nothing from them on that there.
after. The atterdance at JVP meetings has steadily declined. Their last, widely
odvertised meeting at Hyde Parik on Feb.l1€, purportedly to oppose the ULP Govie.ts
budgetary end other policies, drew a crowd rlzzazh of about 2000 and was eumpty oft
any political content relevant to the current situation.. I have maintained cordiall
personal relations witw W and other JV¥ leaders,, ard have unulysed end criticisnd
{their politics quite sharply, though in comradely fashion.-is therse was no naterd-
al change in their liume, our CC decided on Feb.22 to write to the JV¥, formally
requesting a discussion with them; on the basis of a critique of their current
line. I have been go tied up with developmenis in the czmpaign againsi the anti-—
working class proposals contained in the draft law published by the Govte 25 a
White Paper on Lapldyment Relatlons, that i haven't yet had time to draft the
letter to the JVP,

wvents here ars happening so fast that the situation Leepe changing frop
week to week, and even from day to day. :

On 1st larch we held a General liembership Heeting of the Gl which was
in some respects the most significent meeting in the 30 years that X have been its
general secretary (I completed the 30 years on 2nd Febol978). It was like a dcmo-
cratic arny deciding to fight,, come what may, to hold the front egainst a threat-
¢ned eneny onslaught, even alone, if necessary. ie took the decision at Hyde Pax:,
under completely unexpected and gdversc weather conditions - g sudden clouding of
tho vhole sky, just half an hour before the meeting was to begin, with the onset
of rain just as the CilU members were beginning to assemble for the meeting, having:
stopped woriz for the purpose. When it became clear that we would have to hold the
neeting, if at all; withoutl any prospect of a break in the rain, we called all those
uho were taking shelter in buildings surrounding the paric to come into it and voie
vwhether to hold gne meeting in the roin or postpone it. Those of ug who were on
the platforia decided to take no protection from the rain together with the vagt
najority wio had no umbrellas, in case they were willing to take a drenching rat--
her than abandon the meeting. Yhe vote was unanimous to go on with the meeting. T
spolke in knglish, with ix translation into Sinhalae. The meeting lastf %o hou¢s,
and the most amazipg thing about ilt fhix was thot( the crowd gwellied while it coxn-
tinued, even though there was not only rain, but wind gnd lightning occasionally,
Lever in ny life d4id I have an experience of a crowd increasing to such proportiona
under such conditions. e had distributed 10535 admission cards, which were also
to be shown at the voting on the résolution placed before the meeting for adoptiovn
by the General Council, before the meeting, on the basis of signed lists signify-
ing willingness to attend the meeting from amongst Union branches in and around
Colombo. “he ballots, completely moaked, were cest into Twobig boxes by those who
stoyed to the very cnd of the meeting i.e. about 6.30 pems, when it had zizm=¥x
become quite dark and when many were shivering from the continuous wetting. We
counted them some days loter, when they had dried and could be soried. “he totall
was 3162! “he impact of that meseting on us, and on our friends and foes alike,
was much greater than if we had had three times that number, in fine weather,
as we had expected.
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On 2nd March, joint plC&thn% during the lunch intervals, l.e. woriers
standing or parading in front of their work-places, with placards displaying

slogans againet the anti-working class proposals in the White Paper, began(gyrupc
This vas on an agreed decision of the Joint Trade Union Action Committesy/which
was get up on"Jan.23, by 16 trade union organisations, including the CLU ‘and &l
the major irade-union federatiogs led by the SL¥P, the LSSP and the CP, ags well
as dfohooer others of lesser importance, like Shanmugathocan's and the LEP group,.
and two big teachers® unions. The Police triigd unbuccessfully to stop theriz
picketing by snaiching uwway placards and even earresting a few picketers, on the
first two days. I pointed out to the Police tops that the Police had no legal
basis to stop peaceful picketing, and they not only gave way, but agreed to re-
tupn the placards taken unlawfully from picketers, after comnsuliation with the
Hational Security Councill ‘‘he UWP resorted to ghysical attacks upon piclketors
in a few p1aces, but had to ebandon the attempt to deter the picketing by such
nelBods. ew comrades of ours,; including Com Upali,were sgect upon with clubs in
oas such Akcldent,,but they escaped serious 1n3ury. The piclketing iroreased from
day to day, as hundreds and hundreds of wvorikers in more and more uorg-plgces _
Jjoined the picket lines with each passing day. It was the first sign of aﬂ e~
surgence of working class militancy on a fairly big scale, from the depths of
demoralisation that division and defeat had brought it into, afier yeagra of
Glass collaboration and treachery of. Coalition leadershipa in the unions.

On 4th larch, I addressed a scuminar of Branch delegated of the Sri Lania
Indoperdent Trade Union FedePation on the White Peper, at the invitgiion of tho
Genoral Council of that Pederation. Sirimavo Bandar,naike was on the praocsidium,
ag patron of the SLIYU¥, and X spoke for nearly an hour, for the first time ever,
in her presence! That was one better than heving a united front with 'the devil's
grandmother't and I rather enjoyed the experiencel

On 7th Maroh, the JTUAC met to discuss a draft joint declaration on the
Wnite Paper,that I had prepared after a preliminary consuliation with the SLEP,
LSSP and CP leaders in the Joint Committee. While we weve discussing the draft,
I was callod to the telephone. I was told that Gemini Disganayale, Linigter of
Irrigation,Power & Highways, who is a close confidant of JR (the Precident), ardl
who was one of the four members of the Cabinet Sub-Committce that made tho draft
law publlsned in the White Paper, wanted to speak to me. Hondering why, I took
up the 'phone recdeiver, only to be told that the President wished to spealk 1o mol
JR then said he would like to discuss the wWhite Paper with me, addirz that DR,

i HePerera had spoken to hin/ I said that I vas engaged in a discugsion of &
draft declaration on that matter in the JTUAC, and that I wowld firgt like to
koow what the Govt. would have to say to our Joint Declaration. He aslked mo
whether I would send him a copy, and I readily agreed. (This is not for public-
atiog) EYY The dra-ft declaration and the develtpments in the working class
movement in relation to the White Paper t4%43 should be publicisedy not only by
the Center, but by all sections in the capitalist couniries especiallye

On 10th llarch, the new Prime linister, R. Premadasa, made a reference %o
the White Paper in the liational State Assembly (see press cutting). On the
same day 13 of the 17 organisations represented in the JTUAC signed the declara-
tion, Four declined to do so, saying thet we should either not address the
Govie at all, or only confine oursellves to a statement rejecting the White Paper
in toto, without referring to any specific aspeats of it,; as that might suggenit
that we were willing to agree to amendments in thosc respectss “heir real reasons
vere po doubt dirferent, zmmt due to cerdain sectarian and other differecaces be-
tvween them and the domlnant organisations in the JiUAC. They are of little account
Yefore I conclude, 1 nmust say a word on the new "IP/anrccorr". HG are nost
disappointed 1o iind that Inprecorr has survived only in the cover iitleg but
hardly shows up at ali in the contents, Our view is that you have. ftried to mix
two difrerert typves of jow: nalo, with the virtual dlswppearance of one- Thig is
most wunfortunate, as we all migs the old 1inprecorr, -
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londay, arch 20
Phe LSSP z» had a belated Party Conference over the vieels=ende The seci-
ion that is led by Vasudeva Nanayakkara end Wickremabahu Karunaratne (a univercity
lecturer and leader of the former 'Left Samasamaja' group that tied up with Ted
Grant) held a 'party conference' last January,'énd they also row call themselvean:
the 'LSSP', with Wickremabahu as thelg“seqﬁg PJ and theoretical mentor. They <l
bogix away a suhadardind section of the; ﬁbbP outhw and gained control of one LSSP-
led” union, the Government Clerical berv1ces Union (GCSU). Apart from this, they
have two other unions under their contyol, the Commercial and Indusirial lorkers!
Union and the Cooperatives, Commercial und Mercantile Union (cCru), which are
oy edlitaways from the LSSP-led All Ceylon Commercial & Industrial Voriers® Union
aund the United Corporatlons & Hercantile Union (UCIHU). The Vasu Group, as the new
LSSP are still known, has a say in the LSSP/CP group of 9 organisations in the
JCTUO (Joint Committee of Trade Union Organisations) and in the JTUAC through the G
~IL20,. e insisted that the JTUAC should be composed only of representatives of
reoreasentative organisations. Ultimately the JCTUO had to agree to our ultimatum
on this point, especially as the two SLFP-controlled federatloqs supported our
stand., The result is that the Vasu Group's sey in the JTUAGHSSq\conaned to the
uCSU, as the other two Unions were not representative 2 in any trade union sec-—
tor. They are very upset about this, and have been mpanouwevrinzg with other even
more unrepresentative upions to form some kind of separate grouping, but with
no success, as they count for very little, even all put together.

Yhe Healjyites are sustained primarily through their very well financed
neuspapers, in Rugxi Tamil and in Sinhala, as well as by having several paid fuil-
tiners in the f gld. The lealyite 'International Commitice’ apparently regards its
Ceylon scction uS?thy of heavy financial backing from abroad, which is in meried
coatrast to the attitude of the USec 1o our gection. This is a matter that X would
like to discuss whenﬂ I come there (if and when the Bureau thinks it vorilivhile),,
a3 I think a change of attitude toward our gection is warranted, especially having
regard to the fact that no other section in the Imternational plays such a sirat-
egic role in its own couniry as ours does, and as we are in continual danger of
11qu1datlon' even physically, &= more so now than ever before.

There is no doubt “that the ULP Wwill resort to direct terroricn egaingt
us, if they can get away with ity or become desperate enoagh. FPollowing sttonpis
at thuggory ageinst the pickets on the White Paper (the picketing ended on 15t
Larch, the last day given for ‘*reprementations' to the Cabinet Sub-Commitloe, with
a one~hour stoppage of work before the lunch interval, combincd with mass piclket-
ing) the UYP has resorted to direct physical attacas on the Vidyalariarae Univers
sity and leywood Aris School student socicty offico. Thers is widespregd unregt
amongst the students; on university campuses and in technical schools and poly-
technics, as well as gmong teachers, primarily due to the obvious intention of
the Government to cut down on higher educstion and to victimise ‘anti-governmenti?
groups and elemeants in the universities and schools. Wholesale transferm of teach-
ers, susponsions of teachers and students, and closure of indtitutions uaerd thors
are student strikes, are now the order of the day.

In this situation, the Inter-University Student Federation docided to
¢2ll a strike on MHarch 15 and called upoa students to join the voriorg' pickot-
lines at come wori-places, with their oun slogens as well as slogana supporiing
the workers. Ca the following day, there was an.armed atizci: by ULP {thugs on
studends in the canteen of the Vidyalgukxara University. The leading ULP thug uas’
set upon with broken bits of chairs and killed. The University had fo ghut doun,
in consequence, and the students had to be removed in buses under policae escori,,
vith gengs of ULP thu@s keeping a look-out for them even in Colonbo. The cempus
is at Kelawiys, whose lIP is Cyril Uathew, Minigtor of Scientific & Industrial
Affairs, who we believe to be JR's right hand man Tor the use of terrorism eZainst
the Government's opponents, whereever they may resort o direst action. le wes
obviously behind an attack on a group of workers who brokep away €rom the UL? -
controlled fake *union', the Jathika Sevaka Sanghamaya (Hational Emplogees® Uniocn),
of which liathew becane ﬁresident when JR relinquished that office just before he
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assuned office a3 President of the Republioc on Peb.4). The woriers, including hun=
dreds of young women, were employees of Dasa Industrics (elso in the Keleniya el
octorate), where there had been no union under Dhe previous regimoe. Cumadasa, the
pzoprietor, became & millionaire and the biggest CGeylonose business magnatey, &3
woll a3 tho bigrest finanoidl ‘backer of the SLVP. After the cleotions, Kathouw
etatablished his famion'! in Dasa Industriesj but the workers soon becanmc aware
that it wasz a fake., Led by 27 electrieal woriers, they’revolﬁe& on Jan.i3, with

a lightnéng stoppage of work by over 1500 workers, mostly young women, in soli-
darity with the 27 workers who were shui out for refusing to rmorizy start work
the previous day till their demand for a reasonable monthly wege was mete In

that situation, as often happens, they made a bee-line for the CIU headquarters,,
and joimed up the next day (a holiday). On the following working day, the 27 worie
ers were atitackeédiby green-shirted thughy, after llathew had@ gone there, .spoken to
then and to some policemen who were there, and had left. He is reporied to have
gowe to the place again, a few days ago, an$ threatened that he will swmash tho

C3U branch therae, as it has survived the ¥il¥ attack and is increasing in strength,
despite the adverse relationshdp of forces between the ULP and ourselves in theo
ares, The Vidyalankara campus os very close to Dasa Industries, and the ULP thug
who was killed (and been given a big funeraly with liathew present) is said to be
the leader of the group who attacked our Ciiil workers in January. Bven JH: is said
to have visited the ‘funeral house.

fhe Inter-University Student fedpration will be sending a delegation to
meet us at the JYUAC meeting fixed for this afterndon. Right now, some student
leaders have called to see mey, as they did yesterday, and usually do whenever the
students are in trouble or in struggle.

I wvas away in Jaffna from last Thursdgy $ill Saturday (MHarch 18), and
started this lettez, once again, on my return. In the meantime, I learnmcd from
Vay, that precautions had been teken at CLU headquarters against a surprise attacls,
that could vot be ruled out, over the week-~end.

lijeweera and/or anothep of his comrades arg planning to visit Lurope
soon. ily has contact with the Ginipipura group in Londdng and probably with theix
help, expects to take medical: treatment over there. He told me some wecks sgo that
he would like to-contact you and other leading comraden amongst those who signed
the mesgage to him,, on a personal basis. Please let me know what you thinlt. We
think +$hat you should not give him awy publicity if he does contact you, either by
vay of published inmterviews or othevwise. “here cgn be no question of Bwinning hin
over" to our politics by youp or anybody else talking to him on a personal leveleo
liec haa evaded any serious political ik discugsion with ug since he came out of
pricon. At present he is lying low, and has not been heavd of since he last spolXe
in lyde Parkx of Feb. 10, when he spolke abdut his heart conditiom and of going to
London for treatment.

- The interest shown in our efrorts to mobilise the working clacs o copo
L3} the threatened attaak upon it end thd: mass novenent as a whole Ly the ULZ? Goui
by comrades of the Swwdish section,has been manifested by them concretely iw offerd
to help our section financially. Some of them have even given us nore generous Cole
t2ibutions, on a personal basis, than wve have ever rcceived before from courades of
other sections. Thoy have cvem raised the question of a regular conZribution to
our section in their recent congress. ‘Yhis has been most encouragirvz to usy becausa
it sh ows their appreciation of what our section is doing under very difficult cir-
cunstances, and of what we are capable of doing with adecuate aid from our com=
rades in more fortumate eircumstances. Please let me know whether & special contyie
bution from several Swedish comrades, which we requested them to forward to the
Center, to be kept to our credit, has been received.

Our position in Jaffna is encoureging. At long last, an active group has
igeiizdHZ?i§:¥zoP¥g:§v§gr ;ﬁepoiitic§lly, and alsg To organise t@e CHy effoa@ively

¢, y Tormed themselves into a *Revolutionasty MHarxist

Leagqe',.and we propose to take the group into the Party,, as a cell. One formepr
LSSP(R) comrade, a very good one, has joined, after a long period of inactivi yzjb?

s o 2.,
I am to leave for a JTUAC meeting im Kandy this afternoon; so I must end thiss 77



