
To  Nat;ional  Committee  Membel`s   and  Or

14  Charles  ljane
New  Fork,   N.Y.   10014

Febl.uary   14-,   1978

anizel`s  Attendin the  Plenun

Dear  Comliades,

In  preparation  foil  the  plenum  Wolild  Movement  Repol`t,   enclosed  are
documents  concel.ming  the  cul'Iient  situation  in  the  PST  of  Colombia  and
the  Bolshevik  Tendency.    More  documents  will  be  forthcoming.

A.-    Documents  concernin the  situation  in  the  Colombian  I'ST.

i.    Resolutions  Adopted  by  the  Uhited  Secl.etariat,
Janual.y  27-29,   1978.

2.    I'latform  of  the  Pro-Bolshevization  Tendency  Formed
at  the  PST  Founding  Convention,  September  1977.

3.     Lettel'  from  Jaime  Galal.za  to  the  Centl.al  Committee
and  Executive  Committee  of  the  PST,  November  5.   1977.

4.     Declal.ation  of  the  Proletaliian  Democl.acy  Tendency  and
Counter.Iiepol`t  on  the  Pallty  Regime,   December.  9,   1977.

5.     Resolutions  Adopted  by  the  PST  Central  Committee,
Decembel`  9-12,   1977.

6.     Appeal  by  Socorlio  Ramil`ez  for  a  Special  Convention
of  the  PST,   Decembel'  12,   1977.

7.    Mimeographed  Cil'culal'  distributed  intel'nationally  by
the  PST,   December  20,   1977.

•    8.   .Motion  adopted  by  the  PST  Executive  Committee  on  the
question  of  a  special  convention,  January  5,  1978.

9.     Inter.nal  Bulletin  No.   i  of  the  PI.oletal.lan  Democliacy
Tendency,   January  13,   1978.

.    10.  Appeal  to  United  Sect.etaliiat  from  leader.s  of  the  PST
who  formed  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency,   January  13,
1978.

-   11.   Memorandum  fol`  USFI  fliom  I'DT  Supportel`s,   January  1978.
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8.    Materials  of  the  international  Bolshevik  Tendenc

1   i.     Report  by  GI`eco  to  the  Central  Committee  of  the
Colombian  PST,   December.12,   1977.

2.    Repol't  on ''The  Situation  in  the  International  and
Our  Tendency,"  appearing  in  the  Internal  Bulletin No.  3
of  the  Bolshevik  Tend.ency,   Decembel`  1977.

Comradely,

4L #tc-sr
Gus  Hol'owitz
SWP  National  Office
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[jiesolutions  Adopted  by  the  United  Secretariat,   January  27-29,   ii`:-.:'€l

A  communication  dated  January  20,1978,  was   received  by  the  United
Secretariat  from  leading  members  of  the  Partido  Socialista  de  los  Tra-
bajadores   (PST)   of  Colombia  who  formed  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency.
The  communication  appeals  the  disciplinary  measures  consisting  of  both
temporary  and  permanent  expulsions   (suspen§ions ,   "Separation  from  the
party,"eta.)   taken  against  them  by  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committeeessentially  for  having  called  for  the  formation  of  a  tendency  and  for
having  demanded  a  special  convention  to  consider  what  to  do  about  the
crisis  that  threatened  to  split  the  party.

After  hearing  the  reports  of  the  comrades  designated  by  the  United
Secretariat  to  attend  the  Central  Committee  and  help  the  process  of
unification  .in  Colombia,after  studying  the  documentation,  and  after
discussing    the  crisis  in  the  PST  and  its  ramifications,  the  United
Secretariat  reached  the  following  conclusions :

I.     In  their  decision  of  Decelhoer  10,11,12,1977,  banning  tendencies
and  factions,  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  PST  violated
the  provisions  in  the  statutes  of  the  Fourth  International  upholding
internal  democracy.

"The  CC  does  not  authorize  the  formation  of  the  Proletarian
Democracy  Tendency  or  any  other  tendency  or  faction  before  the
next  precongress  period  after  the  presidential  elections  of  1978."

The  statutes  read  as  follows  on  this  point:   (Section  VII,  pt.29;letter  g)
"g.     Decisions  are  reached  by  majority  vote.    Minorities  are  duty
bound  to  carry  out  majority  decisions.     Minorities,  however,  have
the  incontestable  right  to  constitute  themselves  into  tendencies
or  factions  on  the  basis  of  a  stated  platform  and  to  enjoy  demo-
cratic  rights  such  as:

"To  present  their  views  to  the  membership  of  their  national
section  during  the  preparatory  discussion  period  before
national  congresses.

" To  present  their  views  to  the  mefroership  of  the  International
through  the  Internal  Bulletin  during  the  pre-Congress  discussion
period.

"To  be  represented  in  the  leading  bodies  with  due  consideration
to ,their  political  and  numerical  importance.    This  does  not
mean  that  every  minority,  no  matter  how  small,  is  entitled  to
representation  on  a  leading  body.    Nor  does  it  mean  proportional
representation  for  minorities.    The  Fourth  Internatioal  abides
by  majority  rule  and  this  includes  the  right  of  the  majority  to
assure  itself  a working  majority  when  sharp  differences  are
involved.    But  it  is  also  the  duty  of  the  majority  to  safe-
guard  the  rights  of  the  minority  and  this  means  that  a  minority
is  not  to  be  penalized  for  holding  a  minority  position.``

(This  refers  to  the  right  to  form  tendencies  and  factions  and  not
the  form  of  the  debate  which  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  leader-
ship . )
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It  should  be  observed  that  the  majority  of  the  Central
Committee  of  the  PST  compounded  their  violation  of  the  statutes
of  the  Fourth  International  by  banning  only  one  tendency,  the
one  formed  by  comrades  critical  of  the  practices  of  the  majority
of  the  Central  Committee.     For  themselves,  the  majority  of  the
Central  Committee  use  a  formatioh  of  their  own,   the  Bolshevik
Tendency,   to  promulgate  their  views.

2.  In  rejecting  the  call  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency
for  a  special  convention,  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committee  also
violated  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  the  Partido  Socialista
de  los  Trabajadores.    The  statutes  read  as  follows  on  this  point:

''The  special  convention  of  the  party  can  be  called  at  any
time  by  one-third   (1/3)   of  the  rank  and  file  members  or  cells,  by
one-third  of  the  Central  Committee-  (1/3) ,  or  by  a  majority  of  the
Executive  Committee.     It  Cannot  be  held  less  than  one   (I)   month
after  the  time  it  is  called. "

This  provision  of  the  statutes  has  been  met.

Citing  association  with  the  call  for  a  special  convention  and
adherence  to  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency  ag  grounds  for
expulsion   (other  grounds  were  also  cited--all  of  them  of  a  f limsy
or  dubious  nature) ,  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committee  launched
a  purge  that  may  well  Involve  a  majority  of  the  ranks  of  the  party.

The  violation  of  internal  democracy  committed  by  the  majority
of  the  Central  Committee  have  done  serious  damage  to  the  PST  and
threaten  to  lead  to  still  worse  consequences.

The  "separation"  of  Comrade  Socorro  Ramirez  from  the  PST
was  a  heavy  blow  to  her  presidential  candidacy  and  to  the  entire
electoral  campaign  of  the  PST  and  the  Unidad  Obrera  y  Socialista.
News  of  the  expulsion,  as  was  to  be  expected,  spread  rapidly
throughout  Colombia,  creating  a  first-rate  political   scan.dal
much  to  the  delight  of  the  enemies  of  Trotskylsm.

The  purge  of  the  party,  involving  hundreds  of  members,
provided  fresh  bits  of  scandal  for  the  use  of  enemies  of  Trotskyism.

The  antidemocratic  actions  of  the  majority  of  the  Central
Committee  set  up  fresh  barriers  to  t`he  unification  of  Trotskyist
forces  in  Colombia   (organized  ln  the  PST  and  the  Liga  Comuni§ta
Revolucionaria)   and  greatly  lessened  the  attractiveness  of  the
Trotskyist  movement  as  a  whole  among  the  left.     The  old  myth
about  Trotskyism  being  the  same  thing  as  Stalinism was  given
fresh  currency.

Worst  of  all  has  been  the  ef fect  on  the  party  of  the  course
followed  by  the  majority  of  the  Central  Committee.    Their  anti-
democratic  procedures  have  led  to  the  destruction  of  cadres  and
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now  threaten  to  shatter  the  PST.

The  Central  Committee  acts  under  the  control  of  the  top
leadership  of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency,  which  intervenes  directly
in  the  decision-making  process.     Thus,   the  top  leadership  of
this  international  faction  bears  responsibility  for  the  acute
crisis  of  the  Colombian  PST.

In  view  of  the  above  facts  and  the  refusal  of  the  majority  of
the  CC  to  abide  by  the  statutes,  the  United  Secretariat  recognizes
the  validity  of  the  appeal  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency.
The  positions  taken  by  this  tendency,  it  should  be  added,  are
in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  Fourth  International.
This  is  clearly  shown  by  the  tendency's  programmatic  declarations
and  course  of  action.

The  United  Secretariat  strongly  urges  the  majority  of  the
Central  Committee  to  end  its  violations  of  the  statutes  of  the
Fourth  International  and  the  PST  by  withdrawing  the  disciplinary
measures  taken  against  members  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy
Tendency,  restoring  them  forthwith  to  their  positions  in  the
party,  and  holding  the  special  convention  called  for  by  more
than  one-third  of  the  membership  of  the  PST.

****

RESOLUTION   ON   EDITORIAL   PLUMA

The  United  Secretariat  has  been  informed  of  the  grave  crisis
that  Editorial  Pluma  is  now  experiencing  and  of  the  many  con-
sequences  that  it  has  already  had,  particularly  in  Colomb.i..a.

I.  The  United  Secretariat  reaffirms  the  principle  of  the
necessary  separation  between  any  autonomous  commercial  enterprise
and  the  political  organization.

2.  The  United  Secretariat  specifies  that;  on  the  basis  of
this  traditional  criterion,  Editorial  Pluma,  which  is  a  strictly
autonomous  commercial  enterprise,   has  never  been  dependent  on  any
body  of  the  Fourth  International  nor  is  it  linked  to  it  in  any
way  whatsoever.     Moreover,   no  organism  of  the  Fourth  International
has  ever  discussed  or  been  consulted  on  the  activities  of  Pluma.

3.  As  a  result,  the  name  and  the  authority  of  the  Fourth
International  or  any  of  its  bodies  cannot  be  invoked  or  used  in
relation  to  the  present  crisis  of  Pluma  and  its  implicationg  on
all  levels.
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[Platform  of  the  I'ro-Bolshevization  Tendency  For.ned  at  the  PST  Founding
Convention,  September  1977]

(4)

The   under.signed,   members   of   the  PST  Exe'cutive  Commit;tee,   consider:
1)  that  in  the  past  period,   especially  dul'ing  recent  weeks,   it

began  to  become  apparent  that  there  wel`e   comrades   in  the  pal`ty  who
manifest  their  dissatisfaction  with  the  PSP's  course  and  make  accusa-

::€:3e:g:i:::c:h:i:i:S:I:h:Ed  :::±:8n±:gb::e:u:==Z:: ;  Stalinist ,
2)  that  the  person  who  has  most  inspil`ed  and  organized  these

criticisms  has  been  Comrade  Ricardo  Sanchez,   who  has`  already  been
sanctioned  for  previous  factional  activities;

3)  that  the  attacks  made  by  these  comrades  I`eflect  a  phenomenon
which  is  developing  inside  the  organization:   sectors  of  the  organiza-

:;:::::::i:a::#::i:u§:i:B::i::S§£:f:::::;6::::#§;::i:;:e::::§=:_
organized  party  in  which  an  .1ite  of  leader.a  and  membel`s  were  doing
whatever  they  liked;

4)  that  it  is  no  accident  that  it  is  Comrade  Ricardo  who  most

i£:?:I:3u:n!o::g:n:Z::rt£:;iE:nso::daf!:cgan:?!o:|sfenfa3c;:!e::  take
a  step  along  the  basic  line  that  would  allow  its  reconsider.ation:   to
give  up  his  past  social  milieu  of  caf6  and  bohemian  intelligentsia
and  I`oot  himself  both  socially  and  politically  in  a  milieu  mol`e  fav-
orable  to  his  political  and  methodological  development.

We   decide:
to  constitute  oul`selves  as  a  tendency  for  the  defense  and  the

continuity  of  the  Bolshevization  of  the  pal`ty  and  to  invite  all  dele-
gates  present  at  the  convention  to  support  the  following  points:

i.  For  the  ratification  of  the  genel.al  .line  of  the  policy  adopted
by  the  leadership  of  the  party.

2.  For  the  election  of  a  totally  homogeneous  leadership  in  which
tbe  minol`ity  will  not  be  proportionally  repl`esented,   in  accordance
with  the  traditional  statutol.y  nor.ms  of  the  Foul.th  Intel`nat;ional.

3.   In  the  event  that  we  I`eceive  a  major.it;y  at  the  convention,
for  the  election  of  the  comrades  chosen  by  the  tendency  as  t;he  ex-
clusive  leadel`ship  of  the  pal`ty.   If  we  don't  win  a  majority,  for  the
I.efusal  to  take  any  responsibility  in  the  leadership  in  ol`der  that
the  full  responsibility  for  leading  the  party  falls  completely  on  the
shoulders  of  the  new  leadership.

4.  All  members  of  the  tendency  have  full  autonomy  on  the  sub-
jects  to  be  dealt  with  at  \the  convention,   except  for  the   "I.epol`t  on
activities"  and  "election  of  leader.ship,"  points  on  which  they
pledge  themselves  to  apply  tendency  discipline.

Member.s   of  the   tendency  reserve   the  I`ight  to  admit   new  membel`s.
The  tendency  I`eserves  its  right  to  pl.esent  new  documents.   This  is  a
f il`st  draft  which  can  be  modif led  or   supplemented  in  the  fa?8mewol`k
of  its  general  line.

5.   It  is  possible,   if  not  inevitable,   that  some  comrades  may
I`ef lect  positions  which  tend  to  dl.aw  the  party  backward  to  an  already
bypassed  stage,   since  they  cannot  or  will  not  adapt  themselves  to  a
pal`ty  which  is  recl`uiting  a  lot   of  wol`kers,   in  which  the  leadership
is  selected  fundamentally  on  the  basis  of  its  militant  commit;ment
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and  not  it;s  polemical  abilities,   in  which  discussiciri  is  a  too.i  for
inter.vention  and  not  a  goal  in  itself ,  and  in  which  there  is  geriuine
centl`alization  and  Iieninist  discipline.

.  r6. .|t  is  necessal`y  that  the.  convention  culminate  the  present
stage  of  Bolshevization  of  the  par.ty  and  discuss  in  a  sincere  and
fl`aternal  way  th.e  criticisms  made  to  the  leadel`ship  by  unsati'sfied
cQmrad6s,`.  in  order  that  our .highest  body  categorically  confil.in  its
full  and  unconditional  suppol.t .to  the  present  leadership's.Bolshe-
vization  policy  so  that  it  can  be  f urther  deepened  after  the  conven-
tion,



TRANsljATlorT

Letter  fliom  Jaime  Galal'za  to  the  Executive  Committee  and

Cent;Pal  Committee  of  the  PST

\uJ

Par.is
Novembel`   5,   1977

To  the  Executive  Committee  and  Centl.al  Committee  of

the  Partido  Socialista  de  los  TI.abajadolies  of  Colombia

Deal`  Comrades,

I  learned  what  happened  at  oul'  convention  from  the  intel'nal

bulletin.     While  I  can  see  that  pl'ogl`ess  has  been  made  in  many

areas,   I  am  distul`bed  by  what  I  I'ead  in  the  bulletin because  some

of  its  assessments  of  the  natul`e  of  the  political  struggle  at  the

convention  al.e  surpl`ising.     They  are  so  contl`ary  to  my  ideas  and

convictions  on  the  pliinQiples  of  party  life  that  at  fir.st  I
simply  Iiejected  them  out  of  hand.     But  I  needed  many  molie  facts

about  the  convention  and  it  seemed  i;o  me  to  be  a  more  Iiesponsible

attitude  to  wait  un.til  I  had  a  chance  to  obtain  them.     In  the

meantime  there  was  no  altemative  but  to  accept  this  assessment,

which  for  better.  or  wolise  had  come  fl`om  the  leadership  of  our

pality.    Thus  I  accepted  it  with  I`eservations  at  fil'st.    For  that
Iieason,   I  presented  it  as  the  Iiepolit  of  the  convention  of  the

Colombian  PST  at  the  special  meeting  of  the  Bureau held  in

BIiussels  October  12.

We  had.  the  hoped-for.  oppol.tunity  a  few  days  later  to  clear

away  some  stl`ong  doubts  and  ameliol`ate  somewhat  certain  vel'y

unfortunate  things  that  wel.e  said  in  some  paliagl`aphs  of  this

report,  because  at  the  end  of  last  month  sevelial  members  of  L-he
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PST(C)   in  Eul`ope  had  a  meeting  with  Comliade  Moreno.     As  we  had

hoped,   Comrade  Mol`eno  I'epol.ted  what  had  happened  at  the  conven-

tion  and  on  some  aspects  of  the  intel'nal  situation  in  our  party.

Though  his  I.eport  was  cautious  and  calm,   some  events  at  the

convention which  did  not  appear.  in  the  leadership's  balance  sheet

added  to  the  appl'ehension  I  allieady  felt.     Theliefore,  at  that  time

and  lat;el.I  frankly  told  him  how  I  saw  the  situation  and  what  my

fear.s  wel.e  concel`ning  what  I  saw  as  an  attack  on  the  unity  of  the

pal`ty.     At  that  time,  however.,   I  did  not  see  the  situation  as  being
scandalous  enough  to  make  the  political  decision  I  had  to  make  latel`.

The  Uhited  Secl`etariat  meeting  in  Brussels  ended  a  few  days  ago.

An  important  point  of  this  meeting  was  the  political  situation

in  Colombia,  the  pl.ogress  of  TI.otskyism  in  the    countl`y  and  the

convention  of  the  nevy  Colombian PST.     FI`om  the    repolit  I  will

present  on  this  meeting,  the  coml`ades  will  be  able  to  see  in more
detail  what  was  said  under.  this  and  other  points  of  the  agenda.

The  evaluation made  by  the  USFI  delegate  in  Iiatin  Amel.ica  on  the

class  struggle  in    the  country  and  the  stliengthening  of  oul'  par.ty

generally  coincides  with what EI  Socialista says.     But  what  had

been  good  news  up  to  that  point  changed  completely  when  I  heal`d

about  what  happened  at  our  convention because  I  now  have  no  doubt

that  undemocliatic  pliactices  occurl'ed  at  the  convention.

Concl'etely,  the  facts  in  this  Iiepol.t  wel`e  generally  consistent
1

with  what  I  already  ]mew.     This  did  not,  however.,  pl'event  me  in

my  I`eply  fl'om  I'ejecting  the  value  a.udgments  and  personal  appl`e-

ciations  of  these  facts  by  the  delegate  fliom  the  Intelinational.
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Comrades,   I  am  for  Bolshevization  and  I  have  always  been

a  champion  of  it  if  it  means  what  I  have  always  thought  it  to

mean:    building  an  appaliatus  to  ensure  the  continuity  and

permanence  of  I;he  pal`ty  and,  basically,  a  I'evolutionary  policy;
stabilizing   the  party's  finances,  and  that  all  the  members  make

the  necessary  contliibution;  establishing  political  and  not

intellectual  cl.itel'ia  for  membership;  building  an  action party

and,  above  all,   educating  the  members  in  the  method  of  shaping

a  day-to-day  policy  begirm.ing  with  the  interest-s  of  the  broad

masses.     But  I  am  against  Bolshevization  if  it  mealis domesticating

the  members  to  obey  the  appal`atus  and,   in  the  final  analysis,  those

who  control  its   if  it  means  silencing  discussion  on  the  plietext  that

it  gets  in  the  way  of  activity;  and  above  all  if  Bolshevization

means  getting  rid  of  the  TI.otskyist  cl'iteliion  for  member.ship,  that

is,  that  a  member  should have  initiative,  since  his  or  her political

personality  and  independence  of  judgment  make  it  possible  to  be  a

pl`incipled  per.son  and  an  activist  at  the  same  time.
In  a  revolutionary  party  the  eff iciency  of  a  functionary  will

never  I'eplace  this  key  pliinciple  by  which  the  party  of  Ijenin  and

Tliots]ay  was  built.     Foil  I'evolutional.y  Marxism,   it  has  long  been

clear  that  success,  best  Iiesults  and  peak  efficiency  al.e  not  the

standards  for.  deciding  to  change  or  not  to  change  a  policy.     This

is  so  elementary  and  obv`ious  that  it  might  look  like  I  am  tryi]ng

to  give  you  a  basic  lesson  in Mal`xism.     But  this  is  not  and  has

never  been  my  intention.    This  is  a  tine,  however,  when  all  of  us

must  sincerely  and  fliankly  ask  ourselves  if  we  al.e  using  the  same

alphabet,  because  what  is  certain  is  that  we  have  begun  to   speak

differ.ent  languages.
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Thus,   I  cannot  accept  the  stliange  theory  that  appealis  in
your  report  on  the  convention:  considel`ing  the  internal  political
fight  as  an  obstacle  to  the  process  of  Bolshevization.    Even  less  can
I  accept  an  attempt  to  cut  off  this  political  contl.oversy  by  organizational
methods.     If  all  the  political  effol.ts  of  our  pality  and  its  activism  ends
in  this,  I  think  that  we  would  regl.etfully  but  with  determination have  to  beg
again.    And  this  beginning  would  have  to  be  at  the  same  place  in  the  I`oad
where  we  began  to  go  astray:     the  disciplinary  action  against  Comrade
Ricalido  Sanchez.     I  per.sonally  hoped  that  Comrade  Sfnchez  would  abide  by  the
conditions  that  wel`e  imposed,  and  that  it  would  be  an  expel`ience  with  lessom
to  educate  all  of  us,  though  in  a  negative  way,  about  the  tremendous  politica
calamity  of  disciplining  him  foli  six  months.     Until  a  few  days  ago  I
ingenuously  thought  that  it  had  been  a  political  err.or  which  was  par.t  and
parcel  of  the  whole  contradictory  and  difficult  pl'ocess  that  brought  us
into  the  I.anks  of  TI.otskyism.     Now  that  I  see  the  matter.  mol`e  cleal'1y,   I
see  that  it  was  the  beginning  of  the  ol.ganizational  maneuvers  to  silence,
once  and  for  all,  the  natur.al  opposition  to  the  real  stliategy  of  Bolshevi-
zation,  which  emerges  clear.1y  from  all  the  ideological  covel':     liquidating
the  sector  of  the  leadership  of  the  Bloque  Socialista  which  from  the
beginning  I'aised  its  critical  voice  against  the  top-down methods  of  a  vel`y
peculial`  concept  of  democl`atic  centl.alism.  Par.adoxically  this  is  the  sector
which  led  the  fight  against  |>olitical  and  organizational  centrism  and  for
Trotskyism  and  the  Foul`th  Intel`national.

I  say  that  the  discipliml`y  measure  against  Comliade  S:nchez  was
pun.ely  factional  and  bureaucliatic  in.Bsmuch  as  two  political  assessments
have  not  been  made:     that  of  the  struggle  against  centrism,  a  fight  in  which
Comrade  S:nchez  was  the  prominent  political  leader.i  and  that  of  the  same
leader's  activity  in  Eur.ope  on behalf  of  the thennew  Bolshevik  Tendency.
Only  aftel`  these  assessments  will  we  be  able  to  ]mow  f ol.  certain  who  the
petty-bouligeois  alie--and  not  as  we  use  theclass  chaliactel.ization  now,  as  a
destliuctive  epithet  and  the  best. way  to `avoid  a  necessaliy  examination  of
a  question.     On  the  f ight  against  centl.ism  our  memories  are  all  fresh  and
thel'e  has  not  been  enough  time  for  an  official  history  to  distort--not  i;he
people  but  their  Iioles.     It  is  appropl.late  to  begin  on  the  question  of  I`oles.
I  wish  to  tell  the  comrades  that  perhaps  out  of  the  habit  of  my  old
pl.ofession  I  took  on  the  job  of  establishing  the  case  against  Comrade
Rical`do  for  his  activities  in  Europe.    For.  those  who  often  like  to  use
technical  telims  without  ]mowing  their  real  meaning,   I  would  like  to  let
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them  ]mow  that  my  attolineyship  has  been  in  the  good  and  real  sense  of  the
term,  that  is,  one  who  looks  after.  the  interests  of  the  cormunity,  in  this
case  the  par.ty  activists.    After  four  months  of  checking  here  and  thel`e,
my  face  is  I.ed  with  shame  but  at  the  same  time  I  have  the  satisfaction  one
has  in  trying    to  corliect  erl'ol.s  when  one  feels  he  has  made  them.     It  can
be  said  without  any  hesitation that  there  was  never  a  better.  defender.  of  the
ideas  of  the  BT  in  the  Intel`national  than  Comrade  Ricardo  Sanchez.    Everyone
says  so.    But  also  no  one  was  ever  such  an  orthodox  Iieninist  and  Trotskyist
in  telling  the. truth  in  our  own  ranks  as  Comrade  Ricardo.    Eveliyone  says
this  too.    For  some,  howevel',  this  is  Iiebellion,  factionalism,  and
indiv idua I i sin .

The  balance  sheet  of  his  activity  is  available  to  the  whole  party.
There  is  the  eyewitness  testimony  of  all  those  who  still  feel  proud  of
having  belonged  to  and  helped build  an  ol.ganization which  is  today  the
pl.ide  of  Trots]ayism  and  the  Fourth  Intellnational.     In  their.  ]rame  and  in
the  name  of  all  the  membel`s  of  our  par.ty  who  surely  shalie  this  feeling,  in
the  name  of  the  mol`al  author.itv  I  have  for.  neveli  having  toleliated  political
I.evenge  against  anyone  in  eighteen year.s  of  activity  as  an  active
revolutional.y,   in  my  capacity  as  a  member  of  the  Centl.al  Committee  of  the
Par.tido  Socialista  de  los  TI`abajadores  of  Colombia,  and  foil  the  foregoing
consideliations  as  well  as  many  other.a  which  have  no  I.elevance  fol`  this
lettel',   I  ask  the  Central  Committee  and  the  Executive  Committee  of  the
Colombian  I'ST  to  immediately  lift  the  disciplinary  measures  imposed  on
Comliade  Rical.do  Sfnchez  and  that  he  be  likewise  Iieintegrated  into  the
Executive  Committee.

Fratel.nally,
Jaime  Galarza
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Declal.ation  of  the  I'roletal`ian  Democl`acy  Tendency.
_   _           and  _C_our_tE±r±p£?±±_ =Qn_  the  _Pa_I_tF_ _Regipe=_=_+.= i__

Vel`y  important  developments  have   just  occul`I`ed  in  our  Iritel`national,

:: -t:: B::::::i§o:::::::g 'd:n:o:nT:::::::o:::i::ago::::::a(f::E::is::y
cialist  Bloc).   In  assessing  the  attitude  of  all  the  membel`s  and  leaders
of  the  Intel`national,   these  events  are  cruci`al.   In  the  case  of  the  I>ST,
they  are  imf luencing  its  development  in  a  decisive  way.

The  fil`st  outstanding  item. is  the  decision  of  the  Iieninist  TI`otskyist
Faction  and  the  International  Majol`ity  lendency  to  dissolve  and  accept
a  common  fl`amewol.k  of  discussion  in  prepal.ation  f or  t.he  Eleventh  Congl.ess
of  the  Fourth  International.  This  decision  is  a  consequence,   in  our  o.pin-
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tional  scale  of  our  world  ol`ganization  by  hundreds  and  thousands  of  new
metnb`ers.   This  rise  and  gI`owth  poses  an  objective  need  to  struggle  uni-
+edly .to .provide  the  Fourth  with  policies .and  a  leadership  conduci.ve  to
centralizing  the  action  of  our.  mouvement  on  all  levels.  No  one  is  under
any  illusion  con.cel`ning  the  fact  that  the  present  leadel`ship  of  the  In-
tel`national,  as  well  as  that  of  the  minorities,  such  as  the  dissolved
I,TF,  are .too  limited  politically  to  lead  the  Fourth.  Ijikewise  no  one :is
under  any  illusion  about  the  dissolution  of  factions  necessal`ily  imply-
ing  unity .of  the  forces  in  an  automatic  way.  still  less  the  disappear-
ance  of  ideological-political  differ.ences,  including ..in  decisive  matter.s.
And  we  al'e  aware  that  entering  into  the  decision  of  the  fa.ctions  to  dis-
solve  .was  an  attem.pt  to  seek  political  and  ol.ganizational  I`eadjustments
in  face. of  de.feats  in  the  execution  of  cel`tain  po.licies.

But  what  is  decisive,   what  we  must  assess  a.a  Marxists  and  TI`otsky-
ists,  is  the  vitally  important  aspect  .of  cl`eating  the  best  possible  con-
::t±:nsr;:.Ot:r€#ghg:::±::t±v=±%Ss:::a:::tr::=£:=::X:  fi:£  S£¥:O:u::t5:.n
done.  without  impairing`  the  necessary  discussion,   cl.iticism,  .and  fo.rma-
tion  of  ideological  gI`oups  or  tendencies  within  the  fl`amework  of  the
Foul`th. Inter.natiohal.  More  favorable  conditions  are  being  creat.ed  for.
•ieveloping  a  policy  and  an  intel'national  leadership  better  fitted  to  deal
with  the  necessities  and  possibilities  demanded  by  the  .pl'esent  coul.se
of  the  world  revolution.

• The  second  outstanding  item  is  the .contrast  between  this  positive
fact  and.  the  deep  crisis  that  has  struck  the  up-until-recently  dynauic
Bolshevik  Tendency.   The  tendency  was  formed  with  the  correct  claim  of
offering  political  alter.natives  and  a  leadership  in  face  of  the  picture
of  cl'isis  presented  by  oul`  wol`1d  movement,   es.pecial|y  with  regal.d  to
ol.ientation  for  building  TI.otskyist  parties  with  mass  imf luence  in  those`.untr`ies  expel.iencing  revolutionary  upsul`ges.   The  Bolshevi.k  Tendency.
I.ormulated  criticisms  of  the  initial  dl`afts  of  the  document'  on  Europe
approved  by  the  United  Secretariat  that  were,  in  our  opinion,   col`rect
as  a  whole..   It  proceeded  in  an  equally  col.rect  wa.y  in  its  cl`iticism  of
the  ambiguous  f ormulations  of  the  LTF  on  the  course  of  the  Portuguese
revolutio.n  and  i`t.s  political  attitud,e  in  face  of  the  Black  I`evolution
in  Angola.{ As.  a  whole` these  diffel`ences,   so  bul`ning  in  themselves,   jus-
tified  the  pl`oposal  to  form  a  new  tendency  within  the  existing  framewol`k
of  the  Intel`national.

Nonetheless,   the  Bolshevik  Tendency  exaggerated  the  class  chal`acter
of  the  differences  not  only  polemically  but  in  pl`actical  conclusions.   it
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forgot  t;o  emphatically  underline  that  the  diffel`ences  fell  within  the
framework  of  Trotskyism  and  the  Fourth  Intel`national  and  it  evaded  a
frank  di-scussion  in  the  leading 'bodies  of  the  Intel`national,  failing  to
pl`esent  positive  alternatives  or  to  open  the  discussion  in  a  collective
way.   It  acted  in  a  way  that  was  not  only  factional  but  extremely  sectal`-
ian,   const.antly  alluding  to  .the  incul`a.ble  or  almost.  incul`able  character
of  the  majol`ity  of  the  leadel`s  of  the  International,   including  the  pl`es-

ip  of  the  SWP  which  it  considel`ed  to  be   "living  on  its  pres-

not  only  the  ol.gan  of  a  public  faction  but  a  see-

ent
tige"   and  compromised  by  involvement  in  morally  condemnable  affairs.   It-+        _         .      1         -+          .      ,      ,
maae  Revista   ae   Am6I`ica
tarian political. combat.  The  necessity  for  a  principled
and  vigol`ous  discussion  was  unfol.tunately  equated  with  Mccal'thyism,   the
IMP  was  branded  as  Ptiumist,   positions  were .misrepl.esented  as   in  the  case

).of  the  FI`ench  I,CR  and  the  Spanish  IjcR  (see  the  articl.es in..TLTlevista

Comrade  Moreno  announced  that  a  decision  had  been  made  to  I.eply
aftel`  the  EEC  meeting  to  the  proposal  to  dissolve  tendencies;   the  BT  was
tl`ansfol`med  into  a  faction,  which  was  equivalent  to  deepening  still  ful'-
ther  the  sectarian  course  that  had  been  taken.  In  line  with  this,  an
image  has  been  pl.ojected  in  the  most  demagogic  way  of  the  BT  pl.epal`irig
to  take  ovel`  the  leaf-3rship  of  the  Intel`national;   this  was  done  at  the
last .meeting  of  the  tendency  attended  by  delegates  fl'om  the  parties  in

i::eT8:g:te:e=;775:n::a;d¥=£:::e:£6  g£::=:i:;sC::±:I::c%ha¥e=±:::  ::::_
flencies  had  dissolved  with  the  objective  of  forming .an  unprincipled
imited  front  against  the  BT  and  that  the  dissolution  vias  a  consequence
of  the  pressure  of  bourgeois  public  opinion,  mainly  in  Europ'e.  We  con-
sider  such  a  step  to  be  most  unfol.tunate  and  we  hope  that  it  will  not  be
cal`I.led  thl`ough  in  view  of .the  new  political  situation  that  has  developed
in  which  the  leaders  of  the  BT  can  contribute  to  the  discussions  foil  the
Eleventh LCongress.

PI`oceeding  further.,  the  BT  laid  out  tacticral  orientations,   including
some  of  the  most.  detailed  natul`e  --  I.ef lecting  a  paternalistic  appl`oach
to  nati.onal  leaderships  of  certain  pal'ties  (Spain,  Venezuela,   Colombi.a)
that  resulted  in  the  withdrawal  of  one  of  the  gI`oups  of  the  BT  in  Spain,
the  one  led  by    Lucas,   and  the  withdl`awal  of  Antonio  and  Yarak  from  both
the  BIand  the  Ifltel.national.  The  case  of  Antonio  merits  special  atten-
tion,   since  he  was  the  main  leader  of  t;he  Venezuelan  p8irty  and  the  na.in
person  in  charge  of  work  f or  the  BT  in  Spain.  Antonio  was  presented  by
Coml`ade  Mol`eno  as  a  model  Bolshevik  leader  .and  the   prototype   of  a  genuine
revolutionist.  As  shown  by  the  documentation  we  have  seen,  Antonio  was
subjected  to  a  pl`ocess  designed  to  destl.oy  his  good  name  and  accused  of
setting  up  a  faction  against  his  own .party.  We  lament  Antonio's  decision
to  leave  the  Fouljth  and  we  will  try  to  get  hiin  to  return  to  its  ranks;
but  this  does  not  prevent  us  fl`om  pointing  out  --  on  the  contrary  it
makes  it  obligatory  --  that  the  causes  of  the  situation  in  which  Antonio
f ound  himself  were  rooted  in  the  dee'p  clef ormations  in  method  employed
by  Comrade.'Mol`eno  in  relation  to  the  cons.truction  of  a  par.ty  and  the
treatment  of  national  lead.erships.  Antonio  st;ates  in  his  letter  of  I`esig-
nation:   "Thl`ough'this  letter  I  want  to  make  known  that  I  have  bl`oken
with  the  BT.  The  f undamental  I.eason  for  this  decision  is  the  liquida-
Jjr`nist  work  car.Pied  out  by  Nahuel  Mol`eno  in  th`e  Ven.ezuelan  section  of
the  Fourth  Intel`national. "

•The   leadership  of  the  BT  has  not  been  guided  by  an  effective  col-
lective   leadership. but  has  been. exel'cised  by  Coml`ade  Mol`eno  in  a  personal
way  and  wit;h  a  paternalis+i.r  r,haracter.   Changes  in  decisions,   ol`ienta-
tion  of  line,  disposition  of  I`esoul.ces  --all  of  this  is  done  outside
of  the  leadership  bodies,   or  with  mel.ely  formal  consultation.   This  dy-
namic  leads  to  a  practice  of  splitting  national  sections  and  an  ultra-
factionalist  and  Sectarian  conception  of I `?onstructing  the  world  pal`ty.
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Ihe  thil`d  important-  event  concerns  the  Cololnbian  Pal`tidQ  Socialista

de.1os  PI`abajadores  which  has   undergone  a   sif3`nificant  growth.   In  addi-
tibn  a  pl`ocess  of  fusion  has  been  opened  on  the  basis  of  a  political
agreement  that  makes  the  fusion  possible  wit;inin  the   framework  of  a   united
electoral  campaign.   Despite  this,   the  intervention  of  Comrade  Moreno  and
a  sect;or  of  the  leadership  of  the  Argentine  Pst  in. the  Colombian  |>SI  by
means  of  bureaucl`atic  and  administrative  methods  has  created  a  situation
that  has  come  close  to  splitting  the  party  and  in  fact;  threatens  t;o  1i-
quidate  .the  party.   A  systematic  campaign  has  been  opened  designed  to
destl`oy  leaders  of  the  party  t;hrQugh  mechanically  transposing  the  class
struggle  into  the  party  and  by  administrative  means  artificially  sup-
pressing  the  ic.eological  differences,   chal`acterizing  therie  leadel's    per-
manently  as  petty  bourgeois,  making  them  a,ppear  to  be  ingrained  faction-
alists,   and  promoting  a  campaign  of  monstr.`-`1-.:I  personal   slandel`s   against
them.  On  this  aspect  we  would  like  to  point  out  at  least  two  scandalous
cases:   the  effort  to  destroy  the  political  character  of  Comrade  Socorl`o
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of  the  PST.   Comrade  Moreno  publicly  branded  the  most  impol.tant  I,I`otskyist
leader  in  oul`  countl`y  and  the  indisputable  syTnbol  Qf .the  mass  movement
as  a  petty-bo:urgeois  student  typei   he  I`esol`ted  in.addition  to,-`.threats
and  blackmail  of  all  kinds  and  accus.ed  her  of  f ol`ming  pal't  of  a  secret
faction  ag`ainst  which  he  had  ol.gani3ed  a   ..pl`o-.Bolshevization'.'  faction.
In  addi`tion  he  I`esol.ted  desperate].y  to  trying  to  promote  alternatives  for
the  presidential  candida.b`e  by.means  of  flattering. other.  figul`es..  This
att`empt  was  roundly  defeated  Toy  the  spectacular  I`eply  of  thousands  of
worke.rs  who  came  to  hear  Comrade'Socorro  and  to  speak  with  her  as   the
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(Uni6n  Revolucionaria  Socialists)  to  the  campaign.  Mol`eno  even  cart.ied
on  this. campaign  of  detl`action  'ini-j-el.nationally  9.s  has  been  corifi.I.ned  by
all  the  Colombian  com.Tades  who  a`re  membel`S   of   our  part`y  in  Europe.   At
this  Centl`al  Committee  meeting  an  attempt  is  being  made  to`prolong  the
penalty  imposed  on  Socorro  which  if  successful  would  amount  t.o  a  genuine
expulsion.   The  same  goes  for  the  attempt,  ,personally  .promoted  by  Coml'ade
Mop.eno,   to  politically  destroy  Co
mountain  of  slander.s.   Moreno  has
facist`,-.  B.ehind  t;he  back  of t'|e  par
of ,Comrad.e  Rical`do  from  his  dutie
ev`en  bal'red  him  from  attending  th

tin fade  Ricardo  Sanchez. `In  his  immense
One   so  far  as`.to  .portray.Ricar.do  as   a
y,   Moreno`pl`omo.ted  the  actual.  expulsion

in  the  leadership  .of  the  PST..  Moreno
p,.irty  congress  to  reply  to  the  ''new"

chal`ges  mount.ed  with  I`espect  to  the   secl`.et.faction  led  by  Ricardo.
Mo`r-eno.'S   letter  of   "accusaL-ion's."   and  slanders  against  Rical'do,,  which  was
sh'own  to  a   liinited  nuinber  of
I'educed  to  excel.pts;.  but  we   are
Only  of  the  whole  par.ty  and  of  C
movement.   In  the  letter  the
slanders   ".provisional,"  .part

it`s  circulation  being` restricted,
to  bring  it  to  the  attention. not

lan  Trotskyism  but  of  ourtwol.1d
method  is  employed  of  calling .the
rst   dl.aft.''  .Cc>ml``ade  Ricardo   is
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and .mol.al  vindication  of  Our  leaders  is  for  uS  a  matter  of  principle,
as  the  tl`adition  of  the.  Irotslry
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ist  movement  teaches.
A  conception  of  clef ormed  democratic   centralism  is  being  advanced

that  comes  close  to  bureaucl`atic  centl`alism.,   a  conception  similal`  to  the
one  held  by  Zinoviev,  bordering  on  the  worst  justifications  advanced  by
the  Stalinists.   The  metaphor   "th.e  Party  .a`ct.s`  like  an  al`my"   has  been  made
the  guideline  of  this  conception.  It  is  f orgotten  that  the  party  acts
like  an  army  in  an  absolutely  energetic  and  ceritl`alized  way  --  but  in

I.       I   i          ,         J'   `      .                       .       .      '                                  -         ,            .          _            ,                             _        __  I_         _.  `Ahd  nothing  is  more  foreign  to  a  IjeHnist
rise 'of  al`my  language  within  it,   or  the

concept  of  a  camarilla  implicit  in  the  militaryo  Tire  notions  of  hieral`chy
and  author.ity  I`esiding  in  the  ].eadi.ng  bodies  are  based  on  the  political



I`eality   of  I.ecognition  by  the   party  ranks.   The   auL-horitJ-y  emanating  fr.om  .
these  bodies   is   that  given  by  a  counmonly  respected  policy.   The  recogni-
tion  of  Lenin's  I.evolutionary  leadership  was  based  on  his  capacity,
knowledge,   energy,   and  experience  and  not   on  the  fact  that  he  belonged
to  a  directing  apparatus.

Moreno  proceeded  then  to  eliminate  political  discussion,   branding
it  as   swamp-like  and  studentist  in  character.   INecess3iry  information  on
the   contl`adictions   among  the   leaders  was  hidden  from  t;he  par.t;y.   Centl`al-
ism  was  carried  to  unheard   of  lengths.   The  Step  was  clearly  taken  of  con-
stituting  a  faction  against  t;he  par.ty.  To  this  is  to  be  added  the  fact
that  the  AI`gentine  members  responded  to  their  own  leadel`ship  and  in  ac-
tuality  constituted  a  pal'alle|  leadel`st}ip  above  the  leadership  bodies
and  appeal`ing  as  superimposed  on  the  party.   The  pal`ty  congl`ess   itself
lost  all  p.olitical  authenticity  when  it  was  declal`ed  to  be   ''sui  generis"
(???),   that   is,   abnol`mal.   Abnol`mal  because  it  was  not  proceeded  by  a
nor.mal  democratic     e  a  e  --  three  months   --  and  because  the  documents
themselves  wel.e  pl`esented,   as   in  the  case  of  the  statutes  and  the  Polit-
ical  Report,   a  week  befol`e   the   congress,   and  even  on  the  opening  day  of
the  delibel`ations.   Democl`acy  was  cut  down  still  further  when  the  congress
was  pl`evented  fl.om  acting  as  a  sovereign  body  and  pl.iority  was  given  to
the  interests  of  a  gI`oup  that  demanded  absolute  loyalty  to  these  intel`-
ests.  With  this  objective,   the  phantasm  of  a  secl`et  faction  was  created
and  various  comrades  were  manipulated,  being  fed  all  kinds  of  false    in-
formation  that  converted  them  into  sectarians.  A  political  and  ol'gani-
zational  cl`isis  was  thus  precipitated,   and  in  face  of  a  new  avalanche  of
pel`secution  against  worker .Ieadel's  and  cadres  of  the  leadership  of  the
party  the  crisis  acquired  mounting  dimensions.

It  was  fol`gott;en  that  democl.atic  centralism  is  clef ined  as  a  dynamic
I`eality  dependent  on  the  I'elation  of  the  party  to  the  class  stl.uggle.
Ijikewise  forgotten  was  the  excellent  teaching  of  Trotsky:

''The  I`egime   of   a  pql`ty  does  not  fall  I`eady-made  fl`om  the   sky  but   is
I+   _   _____   _    _.          _.    _   _     _I  _            I    1                   .                  ,    t                     _    ,                                                                                      1     ,    ,      ,                 I          1     ,formed  gradually  in  the  struggle.
regime.  Fir.st  of  all,   it  is  nece€|T;  |s  necessary

olitical  line redominates  over  the
eg|C ±ems and

tactical  methods  corl`ectly  in  order  to  solve  them.  The  ol`ganizational
for,ms uld  col'I`es ond  to
can  guaran

the  stl`ategy  and  tactic.  Only
y  party I`egime.   This,   it  is  under.st

a  correct olic

mean  that  the  development  of  the  pal`ty  does  not  raise  organizational
pl`oblems   as   such.   But   it  means   that  the  fol`mula  f or  democl`atic   Qentl`al-

f±=dd±,rS:£€£€.e:it.a.:.gEf:isL±€3t±gbH:I:-:.I al`ties  of  dif -
aneOr   One

ism  must  inevitably
ferent  countries  and
iape_ PaLny

"Democl`acy  and  centralism  do  not  at  all  f ind  themselves  at  an  in-
variable  ratio  to  one  another.   Evel`ything  depends  on  the  concl`ete  circum~
stance.s,   on  the olitical  situation  in  the
the  pal`ty  and  its experience,   on

country,   on  the  strength  of
e  general  level  of  its  members,   on

the  authol`ity  the  leadel'ship  has  succeeded  in  winning.  Bef ol`e  a  confer-
ence,  when  the  pl`oblem  is  one` of  formulating  a  political  line  for  the
next;  period,   democracy  triumphs  ovel`  centl`alism.   When  the  problem  is  po-
litical  action,   centralism  subol`dirrates  democracy  to  itself .   Democracy
again  asserts  its  rights  when  the  par.ty  feels  the  need  to  examine  crit-
ically  its   own  actions."   ("On  Democl.atic   Centralism  --A  Few  Words  About
the  I'arty  Regime."  Writings  of  Ijeon  Trots_ky.  (1937-38),   page  90.  .mphasis
added. )

The  concept   of  pal`ty  pl`actice  fostered  by  Comrade  Moreno  deviates
far  from  this  pl`ecise  methodological  ol'ientation.  Hence  a  regime  `of  ad-
ministl`ative  penalties  and  political  persecution  has  become  primary  today
in  the  PST.

But  in  addition  a  pl`opagandistic  and  appal`atus  concept  of  the  party
has  been  fostered.   Under  the  pretext  of   "Bolshevizirig  it"  the  apparatus
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has  been  placed  above   the   pal`ty.   The  party  has  been  convel`t-ed  practi-
cally  into  a  business  agency,   having  been  subjected  to  thl`ee  financial
campaigns   in  one  yeal`,   an  unusual  occul`I`ence   in  a  political  pal`ty.   one
of  Moreno's  favol`ite  phrases   is   "Finances   al.e   the  th.ermometer  of  the
situation  in  the  party."  Not  the  political  line  as  TI`otsky  said,  nor  the
party's  I`ooting  itself  in  the  working  class,   nor  recl.uiting  new  cadres
...but  finances;   such  a  conception  of  centralism,   such  appal`atus  defor-
mations  have  also  brought  defol`mations  in  the  application  of  the  pal`ty's
policies  and  the  erroneous  f ormulat;ion  of  new  policies  for  the  mass
movement.  Today  it  is  pel`fectly  clear  that  vacillation  and  inconsistency
were  shown  in  the  struggle  against  the  reactionary  politics  of  L6pez,
especially  against  the  little  constituent .assembly  which  I`equired,   as
it  still  does,   systematic  denunciation  in  the  working-class  movement.
Today  it  is  perfectly  clear  how  .tot;ally  mistaken  was  the  characterization
of `-the  Civil  Strike  of  September  14  as  superstructural,   and  how  mistaken
was  the  failure  to  mobilize  the  pal`ty  fol`  broad  and  audacious  engagement
in  the  strike.   Today  it  is  pel`fectly  clear  that  the  dynamics  of  the  mass
movement  wel`e  underestimated  and  opportunities  like  the  national  mobili-
zation  of  November  18  were  not  gI`asped.   If  a  balance-sheet  is  drawn  of
the  main  strike  stl`uggles  in  the  past  six  months,  we  find  ourselves  fac-
ing  the  very  unfortunate  fact  of  the  party's  failul`e  to  pal`ticipate  in
them.  The  case  of  the  oil  worker.s  Strike  constitutes  a  direct  accusation,
since  this  strike  I`epl`esented  a  unique  oppol.tunity  in  the  workel's  move-
ment  in  recent`yeal`s.

In  face  of  these  facts  of  political .reality,  we  have  presented  al-
tel`natives  that  have  been  rejected  and  hidden  from  the  party  or  misl`epl`e-
sented.   The  I`egime  has  even  reached  the  Point.  of  censoring  from  the  pl'ess
political  positions  on  national  policies  in  the  mass  movement.

There  is  an  extl`emely  gI`ave  fact  that  involves  the  mol`al  standing
of  Trot;sky`ism  it`self .   A  campaign  was   launched  in  the  name  of  the  pal`ty
to  collect  funds  to  aid  in  setting  up  the  I'luma  publishing  house  in  Bo-
gota.   In  the   leading  bodies   of  the  PST,   Comrade  Molieno  held  the  ambiguous
and  contradictory  position  of  saying  that  the  publishing  house  was  a
party  institution  when  it  was  a  matter  of  collecting  funds  and  saying
that  it  was  a  commel.cial  outfit  when  financial  I`eports  were  demanded.   At
the  momer}t  Pluma  has  been  subjected  to  various  financial  and  juridical
actions  in  which  the  management;  of  the  enterprise,   irresponsible-to  say
the  least;,  has  come  under  scrutiny.   In  face  of  a  recent  action  freezing
operations,   the  Executive  Committee  of  the  pal`ty  has  been  called` on.to
suppol`t  the  publishing  house  unconditionally.   Such  a  demand  is  completely
unacceptat>le.   What   col`I.esponds   to  TI`otsky's  method  is   the  total  indepen-
dence  of  the  party  from  any  kind  of  financial  appal`atus,   since  thepal`ty
cannot  I`un  the  I'isk  of  engaging  in  financial  entel`pl.ises.  The  party  can
only  intel`vene  indirectly  thl.ough  agents.  The  identification  of  Pluma
with  the  PST  has  been  converted  into  a  dead  weight  on  the  prestige  of
the  party;   it  is  ot)vious  that  we  do  not  approve  either  morally  ol`  polit-
ically  of  the  adventurous  management  of  Comrade  Moreno  in  financial  ques~
tions.   On  this,   in  addition,   we  are  asking  that  deb-ailed  account;s  be  made
available  to  the  pal'ty  in  I`elation  to  the  funds  of  the  PST  both  as  to
what  was  turned  over  to  the  publishing  house  and  what  the  funds  wel`e  used
f o 1` .

We   consider  oul`selves   to  be  main  pl`omoters   of  the   effort  to  make   our
party  a  det;achment  of  the  tnt;ernational  --  without  this  implying  any  de-
merit  to  othel'  comrades  who  were  I`adically  opposed  to  this   --  we  make
this  declaration  after  having  consciously  thought  out  all  the  implica-
tions,   of  having  waited  for   a  change   and  a  rectification  c>f  the   positjJ  I,I+1
we  have  criticized.   The   stl`uggle  for  the   unity  of  our  party,   placed   :
danger  toy  the  divisionism   of   Comrade  Mol`eno,   is   an  objective   to   whi,
have   committed   ourselves.   T`he  method   that   we   propose   t;o   overcome   t
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contradictions  is  the  one  that  makes  our  tradition  TI`otskyist.   We  seek
a  democratic  discussion  leading  up  to  a  special  congress  of  the  PST  in
the  fil`st  week  of  March.   We   ask.  for  the   immediat;e  repeal  of  all  penal-
ties  and  the  reinstatement   of  Comi.ades  Ric;ardo,   Gustavo,   Gla(Tys,   and
Socol`I.o   in  theil`  posts   on  the  Executive  Commit;tee.

For  .this  we   appeal  for  the   fol`mat;ion  of  the  Tendencia  D.emoc'racia
Proletal`ia   (I'I`oletal`ian  Democl`acy  Tendency) ,   which
o    iga  Ion  6f  struggling  fol`  the-following  Points  as  an  alternative  to
the  present;  crisis  within  the  pal`ty:

i.  We  resign  from  participating  in  the  Bolshevik  Tendency.
.       2.   We  gI`eet  the  process  of  dissolv.i.ng  the  factions   and  tendencies

within  th.e  Intel`national.
•  3.   We   suppol`t   the  process   of  fusion  between  the  PST-C  and  the  LCR

and  call  f or  a  fusion  congl`ess  to  be  held  in  the  last  week  of  March.
4-.  We  assert  the  I`ight  of  our  par.ty  to  enter  into  and  maintain  re-

1ations  independently  with  the  world  bodies  in  accordance  with  the  sta-
tubes     of  the  International.  Wit;hin  the  fl`amework  of  a  genel`a|  policy
on  an  international  level,  we  assel't  the  I`ight  of  out  pal'ty  to  app.ly`national  tactics  and  fol`ge  its  own  leadel'ship  on  the  basis  of  its  own
direct  e.xperience  and  without  a  substitute  of  any  kind.   Intel`nationalism
does. not  mean  substituting  fol`  national `1eadel`ships  arid  liquidating  them.

5.  ire  hold  that  the  method  of  resolv:i.ng  the  contradictions  in  the
PST-C  and  gual`anteeing  unit;y  lies  in  the  calling  of  a  special  congl`ess
with  the  following  agenda:     a.   Internal  Pal`ty  Regime.     b.  Relati.ons`between  the  PST-C  and  the  BT.

6.  To  stl`uggle  for  the  lifting  of  the  sanctions.

Bog.ota,   Decembel`  9,1977.

Signed :
Socorl`o  Ramirez
Ricardo  Sanchez
Gusta-vo  Vivas
GlaaJs.  Jineno
Giro  Roldan
Jaime  Galarza
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TIIANSLATI0N

Resolution  on  Fausto  Amador

Whereas :

1.     The  activities  of  Fausto  Amadol'  which  were  the  object  of
an  investigation by  the  Fourth  International  constituted  acts  of
collabol`ation  with  the  Somoza  dictator.ship.

2.     These  acts  disqualified  Fausto  Amadol.  from  exercising
leadership  post;s  in  the  Fourth  Intelinational  until  a  long  pel`iod
of  testing  demonstliated  that  he  was  morally  capable  of  exel`cising
them,

3.     The  questionof Fausljo  Amador  is  of  enormous  political
impol`tance  in  Central  America,  an  impol.tance  that  is  multiplied  by`
the  present  crisis  shaking  the  region  and  par.ticularly  Nicaragua,
so  that  any  support  given by  the  Fourth  Internat;ional  to  Fausto
Amadol.  places  in  danger  the  very  existence  of  the  Foulith  International
in  Central  America.

4.     The  Thited  Secretariat  at  its  meeting  of  October  29-31®   1977i
admitted  Fausto  Amador  into  our  International  with  a  status  ''the  same
as  that  of  all  members  of  organizations  that  have  entel'ed  into  fl.ater-
nal  relations  with  the  Fourth  Inter.natiorml  pending  recognition by  the
next  world  congress,"  which  means  that  in  actuality  he  has  been  con-
vel'ted  into  a  full  member  of  our  Inter.national.

5.     The  same  resolution  accepts  Fausto  Amador's    liesiding  in
Costa   Rica.

6.    The  only  limitation  established  in  said  resolution  is  the"recommendation"  that  "for  a  pliobationary  period  of  twelve  months  or
until  the  eve  of  the  next  wol.1d  congliess...Coml'ade  Amadol`  function
as  a  member...without  accepting  a]ry  national  leadership  posts."

7.     This  final   "recommendation"   is  absolutely  folimal,   since
Fausto  Amador  has  ample  recourse  to  the  mass  media  of  Costa  Rica  where
he  is  well  ]mown  as  a  sympathizeli  of  the  OST, and  Intercontinental  Press
is  tl`ying  to  promote  him  to  an  intelirmtional  level
articles  bearing  his  signature.
The   CC  of  the  PST  resolves:

y  publ ishin8

1.    To  categorically  I`eject  the  resolution  of  the  United  Secretariat;
with  respect  to  Fausto  Amadol..

2.     To  demand  t;hat  the  Usec  rectify  the  cited  Iiesolution  and  replace
it  with  a  diffelient  one  along  the  following  lines:

In  view  of  the  fact  that  Fausto  Amad.or  acted  as  a  collabol.atop  of
the  Somoza  dictatorship  and  was  d.enounced  as  such  by  the  hel`oic
fight;eps  of  the  Frente  Sandinista  de  Ijiberaci6n  INacional,  the  Usec
of  the  Foi;irth  Intel'national  resolves:     not  to  admit  Fausto  Amadol.
into  the  Fourth  International,  but  test  him  for  a  minimum  per.iod  of
f ive  years  with  rank-and-f ile  tasks  outside  of  Central  America  in  a
section  of  the  Foiurith  International,  and  afteli  this  peliiod  has  passed
to  rediscuss  his  entrance.
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3.     To  repudiate  IP's  policy  of  promoting  the  figure  of  Fausto
Amador  as  a  Nicaraguan  and  Central  Amel'ican  TI`otskyist  leadeli.

4.     To  call  on  the  Usec  to  censure  arty  attempt  similal`  to  that
of  IP  and  I`equil`e  all  publications  of  the  Fourth  International  to
Iiefrain  fliom  pl`omoting  in  any  way  the  figure  of  Fausto  Amadol-  as  a
TI`otskyist  leadel`.

5.     To  Iiecommend  to  Revista  de  Am6I`ica  that  it  follow  a  policy
of  not  collaboliating  with  any  publication  that  pliomotes  by  any  means
whatsoever  the  figure  of  Fausto  Amador  as  a  Trotskyist  leadel'.

6.     To  call  on  the  Usec  to  open  a  public  debate  I.egaliding  this
case  in  the  publications  of  the  Fourth  Interrmtional,  inviting  the
Frente  Sandinista  de  Liberaci6n  in particular  to  par.ticipate  in  it.

7.     To  demand  that  the  Usec  of  the  Fourth  Intelinational  place  at
the  disposition  of  the  PST  all  the  documentation  that;  it  has  on  the
Amador  case.

*
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Resolution  on  the  Pluna  fublishin House
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whereas :

Pluna  is  one  of  the  biggest  Trotskyist  publishing  houses  in
the  wol`1d  and  the  biggest  in  Spanish-speaking  Ijatin  Ameliica.

This  enterprise  has  been  attacked  with  bourgeois  methods  by
JORGE  ENRIQUE  POSADA  IALINI)E   (by  way  of  clarif ication,   the   terms
used  in  this  whelieas  involves  our  concel`n  not  to  leave  a]ry  flank
open  for   JORGE  ENRIQUE  POSADA  IiALINDE  to  again  use  bourgeois
justice  against  us).

The  CC  of  the  PST  therefor.e  I.esolves:
`1.     To  defend  the  Pluna  fublishing  House  unyieldingly,

suppol'ting  the  comrades  of  the  party  and  the  Bolshevik  Tendency
who  are  stl`uggling  to  save  it.

2.      To   declare  Mr.   JORGE  I'OSADA   and  Mr.   UMBERI0  VALVEIDE  to  be
ENEMIES  of  the  Fourth  Inter.national  and  the  Colombian  SOCIAljlsT
WORKERS   PARTY.

3.     To  make  available  to  the  members  of  the  PST  the  Iieport  on
t;he  financial  situation  of  the  Pluma  fublishing  House.
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RESOIjuTION   ON   TIH   EXISTENCE   OF   THE   TENDENCY  AND   SANCTIONS

1.  The  pal`ty's  growth  and  unity  is  being  threatened  as  a  result
of  the  faction  fight  promoted  by  a  group  that  intends  to  destl.oy  the
method  of  pal`ty  building  and  the   intel`nal  regime  adopted  unanimously
by  our  founding  convention.

2.   The  immediate  and  future  prospects  for  our  party  depend  funda-
mentally  on  our  ability  to  adopt  a  corl.ect  policy  f or  the  class  strug~
gle  and  apply  it  in  a  consistent  way,   on  our  moving  forward  in  build-
ing  a  capable  leadership  t;earn,  and  --and  this.is  intimately  linked
to  the  other.  --on  our  membership  orienting  itself .toward  the  masses
and  our  intel`nal  life  developing  in  a  disciplined  way  in  the  fl.amework
of  democratic  centralist  cl`itel'ia.

3.  The  stepped-up  faction  fight  against  the  decisions  adopted  by
the  convention  and  against  tbe  leadership  of  the  party  has  been  pushoi
thl`ough  by  violating  the  adopted  I.esolutions  Concerning .dissolution  ol
tendencies,  which pl`ohibit  the  fol`mation  of  new  tendencies  or  factions
until  the  next  preconvention  period.

4.  The  factional  pl.actice  of  the  coml.ades  has  hal.mad  activities
in  the  development  of  the  election  campaign,   the  promotion  of  mass  mo-
bilizations,   and  the  financial  campaign,, whic.h  has  I.esulted  in  a  de~
r.ilease  in  the  pal`ty's  capacity  for  militancy. .

5.   Since  the  convention,   this .group  of  coul.ades  has  been  engaged
in  Various  factional  activities.   It  has  held  its  ov\m  fact;iona|  meetinn.a
with  I`ank-and-file  members,   once   with  one  coml`ade  suspended  fl`om  the
pal`ty  (Ricardo  Sanchez);   without  t;he  agl`eement  of  any  leadership  body,
it  has  ol`ganized  the  distribution  among  the  membel`ship  of  internal  ma-
terial  of  the  Hcecutive  Cothmittee,   the  Central  Committee,   and  the

g#:£e:e£€c::t:::a:s±%oo:£::wt%h:u:E:::1:=:o:a:±±%E=:  ::%::±a:no:€::de
the  pal`t;y,   as  occurred  with  the  distl.ibution  of  Antonio's  letter  and
other  documents   (balance-sheet  of  the  convention,  I.epol`t  on  the  activ-
ity  of  Ricardo  Sanchez  in  Europe,   letter  from  Gustavo  Vivas  to  the
Executive  Committee,   1ettel`  fl`om  Jaime  Galal`za  to  the  Executive  Commit--
tee  and  the  Central  Committee)  at  the  door.  of  the  Jorge  Eli6cal`  theater
f`iiring  the  national  elector.al  convention.  This  chain  of  facts  includes
on  the  part  of  some  Hcecutive  Comriittee  member.s  fostering  their  ten-
dency  in  I`ank-and-file  structures,  bypassing  the  disciplinal`y  rules  of
the  bodies  of  which  they  are  members,   and  culminates  in  the  fol`mation
of  the  so-called  Proletarian  Democl`acy  Tendency,  which  latel`  pl`esente`i
itself  to  the  Central  Committee  on  the  basis  of  a  document  announcing
its  f ormation  and  signed  by  comrades  Socorro'  Ramirez   (member  of  the
Fkecutive  Committee),   Gladis  Jimeno   (suspended  from  the  party  by  a-.``.
Executive  Committee  decision  not  yet  I.atified  by  the  Central  Committee),
Gustavo  Vivas   (whose  resignation  from  the  Executive  Committee  was  ac-
:?:Eefo:d::w(::gge:g:2,tg:iE,:gg?:a:Z3y`I::3::stol:P5?eag:nf:::rg:mE::::1:2'
``..u-pended  fl'om  the  party).

7.  In  view  of  the  situation  in  the  party,  which  is  thl`eatened  by
a  crisis  that  includes  a  possible  split,  we  I`eaffil'm  our  position  that
the  unit;y  of  the  PST  I`equil.es  the  Strictest  and  incl`easing  development
of  the  internal  regime  and  the  growing  proletal`ianization  of  the  part;y.

The  best  chances  for  these  coml.ades'   overcotning  their  factional
attitude  and  for  ensuring  that  they  I`eturn  to  pal`ty  building  activity
as  it  has  been  clef ined  by  our  f ounding  convention  are  linked  primal`ily
to  their  social  status.   Only  a  closer  link  with  t;he  wol`kers  movement
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in  the  organization  o.f  their.lives  and  in  t;heir  political  actii[ity
will  cl`eate  the  conditions  f or  overcoming  their  f actional  attitude  and
for  enabling  them  to  again  find  a  place  in  party-building  activity  on
the  bases   clef ined  by  out`   convention.       .
REf``OIjvED :

are  6::P:EE:gis::ms?1::t33::yagsi:::s:o::?Sisagt:i ,tg;J:ie:Eiog.:;ap:ign`.
The   coml`ades  will  maint;ain  I`elations  with. the  part;y  thl`ough  the  Execu-
tive  Committee.   Those   comrades  who  have  been  full-timers  will  I`eceive
two  months  wagcs.   Befol`e  the   lifting  of  the  adopted  sanctions  can  be
discussed,   it  is  an  indispensable  condition  that  the  comrades  fulfill
the  following  I`equirements:

8)
get  a  fulltime  job  in  a  factory  or  entel`prise;
develop  political  activity  at  their  =\:ace  of  wol`k  according

to  the  party  line;
c)  form  at   least   one  committe;  of  suppol`tel`s   of  the  party  and  ac~

complish  evel'y  task  required  of  any  I`ank-and-file  militant,   including
payment  Qf  regular  dues  acc6I.ding  to  the  dues   scale:   accomplish  the
I`equirements   linked  to  the  financial  campaign  as. .have  beene  stablishei.
for  every  party  member;

d)  win  a  minimum  of   five  woikers  during  the  next   six  months.
2.   According  t;o  the   charges   t;hat  have  been  present;ed,   Comrade

Socorl`o  Ramirez   would  mel`it  the   same   sanction  as   t;he   other   comrades
cited  above.   Taking  into  acc6unt  the  fact  that  the  coml`ade  did  not  at-
tend  the  Centl`al  Commitij-ee   session  to  present  her  case  and  defend  her-
self ,   the  Executive  Committee  will  have  to  listen  to  hell  and  take  its
own  decision  to  be  ratified  by  the  next  Centl`al  Committee  meeting.

In  accordance  with  the  decisions  taken  by  this  meeting  of  the
Central  Committee,   Comrade  Socorro  Ramil`ez  will  have  as  her.militant
task  and  fundamental  responsibility  the  pl`esidential` candidacy.

(After  the  CC,   coml`ade  S.R.   did  not   come  to  the  E]cecutive  Com-
mittee  to  present  her .case,   at  the   same  time  as  she  said  during  a
plenary  session  of  -I;he  Bogota  city  membership  that   she  would  not  I`e-.
spect  party  discipline.   Fol`  this  I`eason,   the  Executive  Committee  d`e-~.
cided  to  separate  Coml`ade  S.R.   from.the  party.)
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Resolution  on  Part Finances

The  Central  Committee  fully  suppol'ts  the  Executive  Committee
of  the  PST  in  its  financial  management  of  the  party  funds.

Resolution  on  the  Activities  Re

The  Central  Committee  I`esolves :

To  accept  the  genel`al  line  of  the  activities  report,  which  was
presented  by  the  Executive  Committee  within  the  framewol.k  of  the
general  line  of  the  Iieport  pr`esented  by  comrade  Greco  in  the  name  of
the  Bolshevik  Tendency.     To  take  the  activities  I.epol.t  as  the  basis
for  the  Iieport  that  must  be  presented  to  the  entire  party.

Resolution  on  the  Disci lima Measures  A ainst  Comrade  R.S.

Whereas  comrade  R.S.  has  acted  in  a  factional  manner  as  the
activities  I.epol`t  demonstrates,  and  has  not  fundamentally  cal`ried
out  the  decisions  that  accompanied  the  pl`evious  disciplinal.y  measure
against  him;

Whereas  comrade  R.S.,   despite  this  a.isciplinal`y  measure,  has
acted  against  all  the  decisions  of  the  pal`ty  by  encouraging  the
formation  of  a  tendency  called  the  Proletarian  Democliacy  Tendency;

Thel`efore  be  it  I'esolved:

1.     To  extend  the  disciplinary  measure  of  sepal'ation  from  the
party  for  an  indefinite  peliiod.

2.    To  eliminate  the  special  status  pl.eviously  granted  to  the
comrade.

3.     To  call  on  comrade  R.S.  to  fulfill  the  same  conditions  as
coml`ades  G.J.,   G.V.,   C.R.--especially  getting  a   job  in  a  factory  and
recliuiting  five  wol.kel.s.

Resolution  Disci |inin Comrade   J.G.

The  Central  Committee  of  the  PST  declal`es:

i.     That  comrade  J.G.,   a  member  of  this  body,   fol`med  a  tendency
with  sever.al  comrades  of  oul`  par.ty.

separ:tedTF::i  ¥±:tp::t#°{£:i.5?±S  tendency  included  a  com|`ade
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3.     That  coml`ade  Galarza  made  this  decision  at  a  time  when  the
formation  of  tendencies  in  oul`  oliganization  is  not  permitted  without;
prior  authorization  of  the  leadel`ship  bodies.

Thel`efol`e  be   it  resolved:

i.     To  immediately  discipline  coml.ade  J.G.,   separating
him  fl`om  the  pality  at  least  until  the  election  campaign  is  ovel`.

2.    That  the  comrade  will  maintain his    relations  with  the
pal'ty  and--given  his  current  status  as  a  member  of  the  United
Secretal`iat--with  the  United  Secretariat  through  the  Executive
Committee .

Resolution  on  the  I)issolution  of  Tendencies

The  Centlial  Committee  does  not  author.ize  the  formation  of  the
Proletal`ian  Democl.acy  Tendency  or  of  any  other  tendency  oil  faction
bef ol.e  the  opening  of  the  next  preconvention  discussion period  to
follow  the  pl`esidential  elections  of  1978.

Resolution  on  the  Calli ofa ecial  Convention  of  the  Par.t

The  Central  Committee  of  the  PST  keeping  in  mind:

i.     That  a  proposal  to  hold  a  special  convention  of  the  pal'ty  in

g:I:!so:g:ZZZ:[s:3]tf:sp:::;:::si:g?edt)ar::a::gE:ogfw€i:hog:::gig:ve
PST  with  the  Bolshevik  Tendency.

And  cousideliing :

1.     That  such  a  date  intel`fel.es  with  the  centl.al  activity  of  the
party,  which  is  the  election  camapign,  and  that  the  main  effol`ts  of  the
entil`e  membership  should  be  directed  towal`d  that  activity  so  as  to
fulfill  the .goals  we  have  set--the  pl.oletal`ianization  of  the  par.ty,
national  expansion,   and  membership  growth.

Theliefore  be  it  Iiesolved:

i.    To  I.eject  the  proposal  for  calling  a  special  convention  of
the  party  and  to  ratify  the  position  that  once  the  election  campaign
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is  completed,  the  resolution  of  the  convention  to  call  a  special
convention  will  be  acted  on.

Resolution  on  Unif ication

i.    The  Centlial  Committee  ratifies  the  line  of  stliengthening
the  unif ication  commission  and  the  critel`ia  and methods  appl.oved
by  the  pal.ty.

2.    In view  of  the  situation that  exists  in the  Fourth
Inter.national  and  its  Iiepel.cussions  in  Colombia,  the  Central
Committee  of  the  PST  calls  on  the  ICE  to  uphold  the  agreements  of
the  unif ication  commission.

3.     In  accolid  with  what  was  established  some  time  ago,  the
unif ication  commission  will  have  to  dliaw  up  a  balance  sheet  of  the
pliocess,  spell  out  the  tasks,  and  establish  the  steps  and  dates  for.
the  unif ication.
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TRANsljATION

ealb Socol.ro   Ramir.ez  foil  a   S ecial  Convention  of  the  PST

Bogota
December   12,1977

Execut;ive  Committee   of  the
Pal`tido  Socialista  de  los  TI`abajadol.es
Bogota

Coml`ades :

Article  26  of  the  Statutes  of  oul`
convention  of  the  pal'ty  can  be  called
of  the  rank-and-file  membelis  or  cells
Committee   (1/5),   or  by
cannot  be  held  less  tha
called. „

: ::gofi5ym::t:

party  states:     ''A  special
at  any  time  by  one-thil.d  (i/3)
by  one-third  of  the  Centl`al

the  Executive  Committee.     It
after  the  time  that  it  is

As  a  full  member  of  the  Executive  Committee land  the  Centl`al
Committee,   I  ask  the  Executive  Committee  to  permit  the  holding  of
a  national  I`efellendum  of  the  pal`ty  membel`ship  on  the  question  of
holding  a  special  convention  for  the  first  week  of  March  of  ne]de
yeal`.    Our  pal.ty  is  experiencing  an  acute  political  crisis.    There
is  a  de  facto  tendency  fight  shaking  everything  up.    The  leadership's
I`esponse  to  the  political  differ.ences  was  to  take  disciplinal`y
measures  against  valiious  leaders  while  claiming  that  these  measures
were  in  response  to  violations  of  deinocl.atic  centl`alism.    The  unity
of  our  pal.ty  has  been bl.oken  fol`  those  motives.    We  think  that  the
PST  still  repl`esents  the  most  advanced  effol.t  at  building  a  revolu-
tiormry  party  of  the  proletal'iat  and  toiling  masses  of  Colombia.    At
the  pliesent  time  thel.e  alie  enol`mous  possibilities  to  build  a  strong
TI.otskyist  party  in  Colombia.    We  must  not  squander  them  with  impunity.
The  I'evolutional'y  Malixists  al.e  incl.easingly  making  efforts  and  taking
steps  towards  unification.     This  is  something  we  must  hail  if  we
really  are  for  Trotskyism  and  for  a  united  and  centl.alized  Foul.th
Inter.national.

The  political  ol.igins  of  the  crisis  and  the  current  diffel`ences
al`e  these:

partyaa¥::=±:ggdatga±€  :g°:  ¥:::p?h%hg°::::;i:e:::ge?%Eew3:e:::g ' re8¥:e )
was  approved  without  much  discussion  at  the  convention,  a  convention
that  the  leadership  itself  char.actel`ized  as  abnormal  and  sui-genel`is.
So  we  have  to  discuss  these  two  points,  and  find  the  solution  to  the
conflicts  at  a  special  congl`ess.    Democl'acy  is  the  only  thing  that  can
save  our  party  at  the  present  time.     Thelie  is  no  other  way.     The
pl`oblem  is  political,  not  organizational.     The  pliesent  lead.el.ship  must
demonstrate  to  the  Iiank  and  file  that  it  Iiepl`esents  the  majority  of
the  pal'ty.

F|.atel`nally,
s/Socol'ro  Ramirez
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hed  Oil.culal`  Distributed  Intel`nationall

Bogota
December  20,   1977

TRA"SIAq]ION

Comrades
[Addl.essee  f illed  in]

Deal`   Coml`ades ,

In  considel`ation  of  their  importance  for  the  entil`e  Fourth

International,  we  al.e  sending  you  copies  of  the  I.esolutions  on

Fausto  Amador  and  the  Pliuna  fublishing  House  approved  by  the

Central  Committee  of  oul'  party  at  its  meeting  on  the  9,   10.   11,

and  12   of   Decembeli.

In considel`ation  likewise  of  the  fact  that  this  situation

endanger.s  the  Foul.th  International  as  a  whole,  and  quite  particulal`ly

the  Ijatin  Amel.ican  sect;ions,  we  ask  that  our  IIesolutions  be  brought

to  the  attention  of  the  membel`s  of  your.  section by  publishing  it  in

the  Internal  Bulletin.

FI'atel.nally,
Pal`tido  Soci.alista  de  los  Trabajadol`es,  PST
Executive  Committee

s/Julio
Foli  the  Executive  Committee  PST
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[Motion  adopted  by  the  PST   (Colombia)  Executive   Committee,   January  5,19r/8.J

TENsliATI0N

SPECIAlj  COINGlillss   OF   TEE   PST

I.    Keeping  in  mind  that:

a.     The  Central  Committee  of  our  pal`ty,  at;  its  meeting  last
December  9-12,   voted  to  appl`ove  the  calling  of  a  Special  Cor]gress
of  the  IJST  following  the  June  elections,  whose  main  aim  will  be  to
evaluate  the  election  campaign we  have  been  carliying    out.

b.     Despite  that  resolution,   two  letter.s  have  I`eached  the

:T:i::i::#:fv::::::?::::g:n::E::fi::::i:::?::t:::i::;:;i::::::¥5::s
requesting  a  congress  in  Janual.y.    The  three  agree  that  the  points
that  should  be  dealt  with  arie  the  liftirLg  of  the  sanctions  and  the
pal`ty  regime.

c.    None  of  the  petitions  is  based  on  essential  diffeliences  with
the  political  line  the  party  has  been following  in  its  main  campaign--
the  election  campaign--which  would  suggest  the  need  for  a  speed.y  I`ecti-
fication  to  save  the  party  fl.om  disaster.    On  the  contrary,  the  big
successeswe have  been achieving  in  this  aliena  have  been  recognized  by
all  the  members  of  the  PST,   including  t;he  compafieros  who  have  la.unched.
the  faction fight.

d.     Instead,  the  appaliently  most  serious  al`gument  raised  by  those
who  maintain  that  it  is  necessary  to  move  up  the  date  for  the  Special
Congress  to  March  or  January  is  that  the  par.ty  is  in  crisis  and  that
i;he  Central  Committee  I.esolutions,  with  the  disciplinaliy  measures  that
wel.e  voted  for,  place  the  unity  of  the  party  in  danger.    According  to
these  coml.ades,   only  advancing  the  date  of  the  Congress  can  save  the
party  fl`om  this  cliisis  and  split.

11.     The  Central  Committee  considel`s  that:

a.     In  effect,  the  pal`ty  has  been placed  on  the  verge  of  a  split
by  the  factional,  1iquidationist  actions  of  a  group  of  comrades  who
have  carried  out  an  entire  campaign  of  political  and  moral  defamation
against  the  majority  of  its  leadership  cadres  and  the  leadership  of  the
BT.     They  have  resol.ted  to  the  most  abject,   lunpen  methods  and  have  been
supported.  by  the  new  unpl`incipled  bloc  in  our  International  composed  of
leadel`s  of  the  ex-IMG  and  ex-LTF.     They  have  not  hesitated  to  collaborate
with  individuals  completely   outside our  party,  including  the  bourgeoisie
itself--elements  who  have  been  repudiated  and  declared `enemies  of  our
par.ty  by  the  overwhelming  major.ity  of  our  national  leadership.

b.     The  holding  of  the  Special  Congl.ess  when  we  are  in  the  midst
of  an  election  campaign  would  mean  that  we  would  have  to  immediately  st;op
the  par.ty's  ext;ernal  wol.k  and  throw  our.selves  totally  into  an  intel`nal,
factional  precongress  discussion  pel`iod.     (Something  which  even  Jean
Pierre  himself ,, a  member  of  i;he  Uhited  Seclietariat  and  the  ex-IMT,  had
to  ad]nit  at  ouri  Central  Committee  meeting.)



Any  comliade  who  has  been  model.ately  act-ive   in  the  past  months
haows  per.fectly  well  the  effort  involved  in  carrying  out  the  election
campaign,   the  time  demanded,   etc.

If  we  were   to  now decl`ee  the  opening  of  a  precongress  discussion
pe|iiod  to  once  again  discuss  the  question  of  the  disciplinary  measures
and  the  party  I`egime,  the  practical  consequences  would  be  totally
obvious:    putting  the  brakes  on  the  activity  which has  been  enabling
the  par.ty  to  I`each  out  to  the  masses,   losing  the  small  and  large  gains
we  have  been making  with  this  course,  and  not  taking  advantage  of  I;he
excellent  pl`ospects  that  have  presented  themselves  to  us  thl'ough  this
wol.k.     Then`we  certainly  would  be  able  to  speak  of  a  crisis  in  the
pallty,  but  not  the  cliisis  the  liquidationist  faction  is  talking  about.
Rather  a  total  cl`isis  that;  would  demoralize  the  membership  as  a  whole
and would  place  the  very  existence  of  oul'  oliganization  in danger.

c.    We  must  also  be  very  clear.  about  the  problem  of  party  unity.
The  unity  of  the  pallty  has  been  and  continues  to  be  thl.eatened,  but  not

:gm5::sP?:5::%aL±ngd±#:=e=:e:o%rod±;ag:€BL::±tgu±h::c::¥afyx±::ra=£¥p::fr
to  be  a  living  oliganism  and  to  be  able  to  advance).    Rather  it  is
threatened  by  the  factional,  1iquidationist  methods  of  a  gI.oup  of
comliades  who,  as  the  I'esult  of  their  petty-bourgeois  char.actel'istics,
have  shorn--and  continue  to  show--that  they  al`e  not  willing  to  abide
by  the  will  of  the  major.ity  of  the  party.

These  comrades  say  they  want  a  differ.ent  I`egime  in  the  pality,   one
whelie  tendency  struggles  can be  car.I`ied  out  at  any  time  and  constantly,
etc.    Such  a  I'egime  would  be  incompatible  with  the  principles  of
democratic  centralism  with which  we  alie  building  ouli  party.  Nonetheless,
the  comrades  have  every  right  to  hold  and  defend  such  a  concept  and  none
of  them  has  been  sanctioned  ol`  could  be  sanctioned  for  that  reason.     But
that  does  not  mean  that  the` coml'ades  can  act  according  to  that  concept
of  the  party  when  the  majol`ity  has  delineated  another  concept.     It  does
not  mean  that  they  can  disl.egard  all  party  bodies  and  I.esol.t  to  disloyal,
factional  methods  of  defamation  of  the  leadel'ship,  etc.,  because  in  so
doing  they  only  destroy  the  party  organization.

on th:: :::t::in::d:iea;:ufi:£g8:%=s:h?b:::o:::::::yu=o=m::::Xs aggg5:d
why  do  they  want  a  special  congress  on  March?    Have  they  perhaps  shown
by  theil`  actions  that  they  alie  going  to  I'espect themajority  at  i;his
congress  if  it  tul`ns  out  that  they  I'emain  a  minol`ity?

I'arty  unity  is  not  gual.anteed  by  moving  u.p  the  special  congress
because  of  people  who  insist  on  lightly  disregal`ding  the  positions  and
Iiesolutions  of  the  majoliity.     It  is  guaran.teed  by  the  minori`ty  I`especting
the  will  of  the  majority  of  the  pality,  that  is,  Iiespecting  democl.atic
centralism,  keeping  all  of  us  more  deeply  imbedded  in  the  mass  movement
with  our  politics,  and  deepening    our  application  of  the  pal`ty  discipline
we  have  begim  to  build  up.     Only  thus  can  a  Marxist  objectively  evaluate
the  corl'ectness  or  incorliectness  of  its  politics  and  of  its  internal
functioning.
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d.    At  present,  far  from  abiding  by  the  Centl.al  Committee
resolutions,   those  coml`ades  are  simply  insisting  on  their  liquid-
ationist  methods.    Not  only  have  they  constructed  a  leadership
pal`allel  to  that  of  the  party  (which  organizes  its  own  tours,  etc.)
but  they  alie  also  beginning  public  attacks  (like  the  al`ticle  by
Valvel`de  in  ''El  fueblo"  from  Cali).     They  al.e  distl`ibuting  their
factional  materials  to  other  |>olitical  organizations;  and  comrade
Socorl`o  Ram±rez,     accompanied  by  Jol.ge  Posada,   and  under  the
sponsol'ship  of  comliade  Jean-Piel`I.e,  goes  off  to  Mexico  to  give  a
I`epol`t  to  the  PRT  on  the  situation  in  the  Colombian  PST  without
even having  notified  the  party  leadership  of  hell  tl.ip  and  abandoning
her  election  wolik.

e.     These  facts  only  confil`m  the  chaliacteliization  made  by  the
Central  Committee  in  December  with  I`egal.d  to  the  split  dynamic  of  this
liquidationist  faction.    Thus,      party  comliades  should undelistand  that
t;he  call  to  move  the  special  congress  up  to  Malich,  far  from  tending  to
I.esolve  the  question  of  pal`ty  unity,  constitutes  the  final  maneuver  of
that  faction  befol`e  it  splits,  an  attempt  to  see  how  many  mol'e  fish  it
can  catch  fl-om  the  mnddied  water.s.     Coml`ades  should  ]mow  that  at  the
same  time  the  Central  Committee  meeting  was  taking  place,   coml`ades  from
Medellin  and  Call--kept  up  to  date  with  what  was  happening  in  the
Central  Committee  meeting  thl`ough  phone  calls  fl.om  these  coml.ades--were
ol'ganizing  to  split  the  par.ty,  trying  to  take  over.  the  regional  locals.
That  split  was  slowed  down  later  by  those  in  charge  of  the  faction,  when
they  saw  that  a  March  congress  could  be  the  barn.er  arc)und  which  they
could  win  mol'e  followelis  from  within  our  party  befolie  formalizing  the
split.

f.     Fol'  such  purposes,  the  comrades  have  suddenly  I`esol.ted  to  the
pality  statutes;
almost  all  the

but  Onl one  of  the  articles since  the have  violated
Says ongress of  the

Pa rty  can be  set  at  any  time  by one-third  (1 )  of  the  membel`ship  or
of  the  rank-and-file  calls,  by-one-third  (1/3)  of  the  Central  Cormittee,
or  by  the  majority  of  the  Executive  Committee.     The  time  sban between
it  being  called  and  being  held  carmot  be  less  than  one  month.    The
calling  of  a  special  congress  can be  defended  by  membel`s  who  wol`k  in
any  rank-and-file  body  of  the pality  through  the  Internal  Bulletin."

At  the  December  Central  Committee  meeting, making use  of  pl.ecisely
this  aliticle,  mol`e  than  two-thil.ds  of  the  full  membel's  voted  to  ratify
the  call  made  by  the  PST  Founding  Congress  to  hold  a  Special  Congress
afteli  the  June  elections  whel`e  the  par.ty  as  a  whole  would  discuss  and
decide  on  all  the  points  posed.

Thus,   if  the  congliess  Has  all.eady  been  called,  the  only  thing  that
can  be  done  is  move  its  date  up  or  back,   something  all`eady  decided  by
the  Central  Committee.     The  al.ticle mfint.ioned only  spells  out  the
mechanisms  for  calling  a  Special  Congliess.     In  no  way  does  it  help
determine  the  date  of  the  congress,  as  the  liquidationist  faction has
t;I.ied  to  make  it  appear.
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The  diffel`ence then is  cleal`:     it  is  not  that  one  sector  of
is  aski f oI`   a   S ecial  co Iiess  and  another  is  refusi

Rathell it  is  a  dif f elience  of  a  maximum  of  four  mo ths  over  the  date
on which  it  should  be  held months  that  are  decisive  for  the

56EIIiades  wait?    We  f eel  it  is  d.ue  to  the  desperation  that  charactel`izes
petty-bour`geois  currents.

We  ]mow  that  some  comrades  may  be`  in  agreement  on  moving  up  the
date  for  the  congress,   comrades  who  al.`e  loyal  to  the  party  and  al`e
honestly  convinced  that  it  could mean  a  solution  to  theproblems
created by  that  liquidationist  faction.    But  they  also  must  be  conscious
that  by  holding  that  position  they  are  objectively  collaboliating  with
the  divisionist  maneuver.  of  the  faction.

The  leadeliship  is  convinced  that  it  must  clef end  to  the  death  the
I`esolutions  of  the  congliess  and  of  the  Centl`'al  Committee  to  save  and
strengthen  the  pality.     Coml.ades  who  ]mow how  to  place  the  intQI.ests  of
the  pal'ty  above  all  else  will  be  able  to wait   three  or  four  months  to
hold  the  congress  while  we  fully  throw  ouliselves  into  the  f inal  stretch
of  our  political  campaign.    And.  if  the  leadeliship  is  wrong,  it  can be
thrown  out  by  the  congress  itself .

Ill.     Theliefore,   the  Executive  Committee,  meeting  Janual'y  5,   1978,
resolves :

a.    To  continue  with  all  our  eneligy  the  election  and  financial
campaign,  the  plans  fol`  the  next  two  months  of  which  will  I'each  all  the
membel`s  through  the  Inter.nal  Bulletin.

b.    To  I`atify  the  calling  of  the  Special  Congress  for  afteli  the
June  elections,  a  call  made  by  the  congress  and  ratified  by  the  December
Centl'al  Committee  meeting,  setting  as  the  outside  date  for  it  to  be
held  the  month  of  July  and  incorpol'ating  int`o  its  tentative  agenda  the
points  on  sanctions  and  the  party  regime.

c.     That  thel`e  is  no  place  foli  a  Iiefel`endum  in  any  body  of  the
Party  with  I'egal`d  to  the  date  fol`  the  Special  Congl.ess  that  has  all`eady
been  called..

immed±:te:yha=oa±:  :g:kin:Eb€E:  :#c€:g%±S£:=  ==Sth:±±P±Si5.i:¥Sa=as%±:t±°n.
tasks  that  flow  from  this.

e.     That  whoever  does  not  obe
and his  separation

places  himself  out;side  the  PST
fl.om  the  party  will  be

*

imediately  formalized.



TRANSLATION

Intelinal  Bulletin  No.   i.     Proletarian  Democracy  Tendency,  Partido
Socialista  de  los  Trabajadores   (PST)

Bogota,   January  13,1978

Statement  on  i;he  Ijatest  Events

(31)

The  party  has  been moving  towalids  a  serious  crisis  ever  since  the
last  congl`ess  was  held  and  the  Pro-Bolshevization  Tendency  folimed.     The
afol.ementioned  tendency Continued functioning  in  spite  of  the  fact  t;hat  it
controlled  the  majority  of  the  appal.atus  and  the  leadeliship  bodies.   This
has  been  ac]mowledged  by  coml.ade  Cal`los  Pizalilio  and  was  announced  to  the
Centlial  Committee  by  comliade  Oscar  Almal.io,   who  pal`ticipated.  in  post-
congress  faction  meetings.    The  continued  functioning  of  said  tendency--
in violation  of  the  statutes--occurl.ed  because  it  was  trying  to  persecute
the  minoliity  in  the  par.ty  and  expel  it.    They  calculated  that  it  was
possible  to  destroy  two  oli  thl.ee  leaders  because  they  were  petty  bourgeois.
This  has  created  a  genel`alized  discont;ent  in  the  pal`ty  along  with  a
gliowing  opposition  to  this  shol.t-sighted,   sectarian policy.    At  the
December  Central  Committee  meeting  the  disciplinary  measures  were  stepped
up  and  extended.     They  hoped  that  the  par.ty  could  be  kept  in  the  dark
about  what  is  really  happening,  what  the  true  rmtuTe  of  the  conflicts  is.
The  comliades  say,   "They  want  to  destroy  the  party;   there  is  a  plot"  and
they  believe  that;  in  so  doing  they  al.e  pl.oviding  a  response  on  what  is
happening.    They  avoid  clarifying  the  pl'oblems,  but  the` pl.ice  for  this
is  increased  confusion.     The  job  of  the  lea.del.s  of  a  party  is  not  to
exol.cise  divisive  demons,  but  I.athel.  to  stick  to   tthe`methods  of  par.ty
democracy  to  Iiesolve  co]iflicts.

When  the  PI.oletarian  Democliacy  Tendency  was  formed  to  stliuggle  to
put  a  stop  to  the  liquidationist  course  the  party  is  being  forced  on,
the  only  I`esponse  of  the  coml.ades  was  administl.ative  Iiesolutions,       I

S::%±E¥nrar¥h€e:£F::±tc%gs3:€#=£ou:ge::g:t±%e=te¥n=a\±:€:s:v:±gL:=::ts
who  were  violating  the  party's  rules,  as  they  have  I`epeated  in  18  [Intel.-
nal  Bullet;in]  No.  4-3,   January  7,  19'78.     Iienin  used  to  say  that  insults
have  a  political  meaning--that  they  signal  a  lack  of  precise  ideas.

The  comrades  who  pl.oceeded  in  this  way  call  themselves  Bolsheviks,
and  we  ar`e  not  exaggerating  at  all  when  we  say  t;hat  they  claim  to  be  the
j2±±z  Bolsheviks.     Then  they  .should  act  like  what  they  say  they  alie    and
plioceed  to  make  available  to  the  party  the  infolimation  it  needs,  using
TI.ots]ry's  method:     "The  foundation  of  pal.ty  d.emocracy  is  timely  a]nd
complete  information,  available  to  all  members  of  the  organization  and.
covering  all  the  impol'tant  questions  of  theil`  life  and  stliuggle."     (On

Methods. "    The  empig:sl::eLTE±o=sLjfFwr¥g:=isti:F,Lei:: f::Egkya:d|932-33 ,
Party  Democracy.

(Pathfinder,1972),  P.   57.]



The  information  pl`ovided  in  the  18  is  neither  timely  nol`  complete.
Basic  decisions  and  facts  al.e  hidden  from  the  party.     For  example,  with
I.egard  to  the  call  by  bl.oad.  sectors  of  the  party  foil  a  special  congress,
the  information  is  incomplete.     The  trut;h  is  that  a  majoliity  of  the
membelis  in  the  Westel`n  Region  in  their  cells  have  come  out  for  a
Special  Congress  to  be  held  in  Malich  and  have  I.ejected  the  d.isciplinary
measures.     The  same  is  tliue  for  the  majol`ity  in  Ibagu6.     Eight  coml.ades
in  Medellin voted  in  favor  and  eighteen  against.     In Neiva  the  entire
wol.kers  cell  voted  for  the  same  line.     In  Pasto  the  entire  zone  with

Zg:eex;%eB:::€ao:I:n:nc::€3geo¥o€£g::fe±::s.phfio::j%£:nty35;£:±et£:n5:Sty
has  come  out  in  favor  of  a  special  congl.ess  to  be  held  the  first  week  of
March,  and  that;  is  sufficient,  accol`ding  to  the  statutes,  to  call  it.
In  18  No.  43,  after  mentioning  that  thel.e  is  a  special  congress  set"following  the  June  elections,  whose  main  aim  will  be  to  evaluate  the
election  campaign  we  have  been  carrying  out,"  they  go  on  to  chal`actel.ize
the  I.equest  for the  calling  ofacongl.ess  in  Mal`ch  in  this  way:     "Thus,
party  coml`ades  should  understand  that  the  call  to  move  the  Special  Congress
up  to  Mar.ch,  far.  fl.om  tendingto  resolve  the  question  of  party  imity,
constitutes  the  final  maneuver  of  that  faction before  it  splits,  an
attempt  to  see  how  many  mol.e  fish  it  can  catch  fl`om  the  muddied  watelis."
This  is  another  slanderous  statement,  another  contemptuous  characterization
of  the  membel`s,  under.estimating  their  decision-making  capacity.     It  is
another.  mistaken  prediction,  because  we  al`e  the  most bellige|ientfightel's
foil  pal`ty  unity.    Those  who  al.e  violating  the  statutes  and  furthel`
liquidating  party  democl`acy  al.e  those  who  approved  the  I.esolution  that

:=ES2;h:fin:E:e:::t:=::3m:¥:#otg:eg::et£:rtkh:a€P,e€±atL££o¥vr:fsdotfsrtLctLes4
obey  places  himself  outside  the  PST  and  his  separation  fl.om  the  party  will
be  immediat;ely  formalized. "

They  justified  their  violation  of  Article  25  on  calling  a  special
congl.ess  in  this  way:     "foil  such  purposes,   the  coml`ades  have  suddenly
Iiesorted  to  the  party  statutes, but  onl to  one  of  the  articles since

have  violated  almost  all  the  Iies |S f ron  the
o  such  makeshift  attacks,  like  those

cont;emplated  in  the  bulletin we  mentioned,  is  not  interested.  in  clal.ifying
the  differences  but  in  a  divisive  course,  hypocritically  covered up
with phrases  like  "to  strengthen  and  save  the  par.ty."

The  argument  put  folith  for  not  discussing  the  party  crisis  in the
cells,  fol`  not  holding  member.ship  meetings  and  the  special  congress  itself
is  that  it  is  a  waste  of  time.    The  bulletin  we  mentioned  insists  on  that;
position,  adding
al`gunent  is
Remember  the
calling  it
discussion.

that  we are  in  the  midst  of  an  election  campaign.    This
Sg:¥;, s¥8g3£gfa98fe::¥S¥S  j±¥£  :E8:  ±±n££  abnormal  one,  even

a  sui- enel.is congl`ess,  because  there  was  no  time  for
rots]ry  charactel`ized  this  type  of  argumentation  as  follows:
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"The  frequent  pl`actical  objections,  based  on  the   '1oss  of  time'
in  abiding  by  democratic  methods,  amount  to  shortsighted  opportunism.
The  education  and  consolidation  of  the  organization  is  a  most  important
task.    Neithel`  time  nor  effort  should  be  spared  for.  its  fulf illment.
Moreover,  party  democl.acy,  as  the  only  conceivable  guarantee  against
unpl.incipled  conflicts  and  urmotivated  splits,  in  the  last  analysis
does  not  incl.ease  the  over  head  costs  of  development  but  I`educes  them.
Only  thl.ough  constant  and  conscientious  adhel`ence  to  the  methods  of
democracy  can  the  leadership  undertake  important  steps  on  its  own

::S3::::¥±:i:gt±gn?:uL¥:±=;;:5ency  Cases  without  provoking  disorganization
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and  that  all  those  who  have  been  sanctioned  suppol.t  the  positions  of
tbe  PI'oletarian  Democracy  Tendency.

But,   in  addition,  no  I.esponse  has  yet  been  made  to  a  question  posed,
for  infomation  demanded  at  the  Central  Committee  meeting  in  accol'd
with  the  statutes:      What  is  the party's  financial  balance  sheet  for  1977?
What  has  been  done  with  the  money  from  the  diffelient  caapaigns?    How
mucb  and  in  what  capacity  has  money  been  given  to  N.  Moreno?    It  is  a
pl.oletarian  moral  duty.  as  well `as  a  political  one,  to  make  a  clear.
accounting  to  the  party  on tbe  utilization  of  its  I.esources.    The  party
must  reflect  the  mol'al  values  of  the  proletariat  by  being  absolutely
clear..     They  refused  to  pl.esent  this  I.epol.t  to  the  Central  Committee  and
they have  refused  to  present  it  to  the  party.

Along  the  lines  of  slanders  against  the  leaders  of  our  party  and
our.  tendency,  in  the  aforementioned  bulletin.  they  go  on  to  state  that
Socol.I.o  abandoned  her  tasks  as  a  candidate  and  went  to  car.ry  out  factional
work  in  Mexico.  under  the  sponsorship  of  Jean Pierre  and  in  the  company  of
Posada.    The  truth  is  that  Socorl`o  went  to  Mexico  on  a  personal  trip  for
an  end-of -the- ear  vacation
did not
::::d::::::5

when  the  entire  party  was  on vacation.    She
ign,   in  any  way;   she  is  ]mown  as  the

n  activist.     (T}his  has  alviays  be-en  aainowledged  by  the
In  Mexico  sbe  was  invited  by  the  leadership  of  the  PET

Ion  campa

to  a  membership  meeting  of  some  600-700  nembel.s.     At  that  meeting  there
was  the  opportunity  to  give  a  full  report  on  the  situation  in  Colombia,
the  election  campaign,  and  the  state  of  the  par.ty.    Her  I.emarks,  which
were  enthusiastically  8reeted9  made  it  possible  to  call  some  attention
to  the  Colombian political  pl.ocess  and  to  win  gI.eater  suppol't  for  the
election  caxpaign.
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A  Pett -Bou.I. eois  Method  of  Discussion

Educational  talks  have  t)een  ol.ganized  that,  according  to  the
organizel's,  have  the  following  aim:     "With  these  talks  we  are  not
only  seeking  to  I.eply  to,  I.epol`t,  and  discuss  the  latest  develop-
ments  in  the  pal'ty  that  concern  the  factionalists  and  the  visit  of
the  Uhited  Secretal'iat  delegates,  and  the  situation  of  the  BT  and
the  FI.    We  also  seek  to  initiate  discussion pl.epal.atory  to  the
Eleventh  World  Congress."    But  shouldn't  this  be  done  in  the  cells
and  the  membership  meetings,  where  according  to  democratic  centl`alism
one  should  debate.   one  can  disagree,  and  make  known  one's  opposition?
What  shows  to  the  hilt  the  petty-bourgeois  method  of  discussion  is
that  those  who  have  been  leaders  of  the  BT  and  who  have  now  withdrawn
from  it  al`e  t>arl`ed  fl.om  being  present.     A  discussion  about  what  the  BT
statement  is    should be  held  on  the  basis  of  the  latest  events  in the
International,  of  the  dissolution  of  the  tendencies  and  factions.    Gus
Horowitz's  I.eply  to  Moreno,  which  was  published  more  than  a  year  ago
and  which  is  available--or  at  least,  was  available  up  until  a  short
time  ago--in the  international.offi9e,. §Poplq Pe  p¥blishgd  along  with
MandelTs  reply  to  Moreno's  article  (priblished in  Ideolo iedad
and  the  SWP's  evaluation  of  the  IMP  self-criticism |SS ible
that  only  the  par.ts  of  Barnes's  report  singled  out  in  the  guide  are
discussed,  not  the  repol.t  as  a  whole.    First  comes  the  schema,  the
model.    Iater  one  sees  the  facts,  principles,  and  positions.    It  is  clear
that  this  is  not  reporting  ol. beginning  the  discussion pl.ior  to  the
next  Wol.ld  Congress.    This  is  lining  people  up  in  a  sectarian  fashion.

Another.  fact  that  demonstrates  the  petty-bourgeois  method  of
discussion  is  the  reproduction  in  the  fom  of  appendices  of
Trots and  Lenin
serve  as  a  gui e,

on the  party  regime.    Not  complete  texts, :#::i-sc::O-in
but  al.bitrarily  chosen  quotes.    Those  from  Irenin  refer

almost  exclusively  to  the  fight  with  the  Mensheviks.    Those  from  Trotsky
from  the  fight  against  the  anti-defensists.    They  use  the  quotes  in a
€Fe##tow:g=;rs::::etB::i:v:°gi:€t3h:Ingig±!t£:nt±: €3;ne_:=: :_:ii: ions.
Mensheviks  and  the  anti-defensists.    To  do  this.  at  least  three  things

:§=+:£:§%#i:::.s¥#ih:hng::3;r!€!§£:::±;::g§::£j¥¥¥1{;ab£¥t
Trotsky's  concept 6Frfehocratic  cen-t-ralism;  but  th-e  opposition
a-o"r) 1 a te 1 v -

shares  it

Mol.eovel`,  the  following  nethodological  consideration  must  be  kept
In  Def ense  of  Mar.xism

1e  to  c
Quotes  fl.on  that  same  work  that  contradict  those-the  compafiel'os  give.
The  Marxist  method  consists  of  seeing  in  the  context  of  the  work  what

I-enin's  What  Is

in mind  with  regalid  to  the  different  texts  quoted:
must  be  I.ead  in  its  entirety,  since  it  would  be  poss

lies  behind  the  diffel`ences  with Trotsky's  positions.
To   Be   Done?
collection

cannot  be  I'ead  without  also  reading  the  Twelve  Years
the-scope  of  t  e  former.  work.where  Iienin  explains  critically

The  I.esolution  of  the  Thil.d  Intemational  on  party  building  methods
cannot  be  I.ead  without  also  I`eading  Iienin's  speech  to  the  same  congress



whel.e  it  was  present;ed,   in  which  he  cl.iticizes  it.

APh sical  Provocation  and  a  Chain  of  PI.ovocations

(35)

Last  night,   Janual.y  11,   in  the  Westel'n  Zone  of  Bogota,  while
thel.e  was  a  discussion  in progl.ess  about  the  pl.esence  of  leading
coml'ades  from  the  PI'oletal.lan  Democl`acy  Tendency  at  the  educational

:3lftyt!;:eA:3:n::n::? emR:::r?#a:i:i:e2?t3:fI;To 2::nD::::: g: r?.::53?"Petiso"--against  comrade  Gladys  Jimeno.       The  attack  was  thwal.ted
luc]ry  intervention  of  the  tl.ade-union  leader  Claudio

a  member  of  our  tendency,  and  through  the  depal.ture  of  the
assaulted  compafieros  so  as  to  avoid-a  physical  confront-ation.     The
I`est  of  the  coml.ades  of  the  PDT  later  opted  to  leave  as  a  sign  of
pl'otest  and  because  it  was  impossible  to  car.ry  out  any  discussion.
This  sort  of  outl`age  makes  clear  the  desperation  the  BT  leadership
feels.    We  indignantly  condemn  that  attack  and  we  call  on  the  entire

8a¥:=ngd:?e

party  to  denounce  it,
feel  we  have  been  rna

inde endent  of  what  tendenc one  belo sto,
de  awal.e  of  the  in ons  of  the

We
proceed

in  accord  with  the  methods  of  the  workers  movement.    Violence  is  a  method
alien  to  the  TI'otskyist  movement;   it  has  been  used  by  the  Stalinists
against  us.    We  must  educate  the  party  on  the  methods  used  by  the
Stalinists  so  as  to  avoid  encoul'aging  this  in  our  ranks.    We  al.e  also
aware  that  thel.e  al.e  arms  in  the  central  headquarters  and  we  have  been

:::::::::8f:il:::;gg:::i:!i?toFi:I:g:i;i:gi#!:;i::d+:f:!::f::::i:bian)--
party  congress  that  they  would  I.esort  to  pistols.    N.  Moreno,  who  has
been  conducting  meetings  in his  home  and  at  the  central  headquarters
(today,   January  12,  he  held  one),  will  not  be  able  to  evade  responsibilitr,r
for  the  extremely  sel.ious  coul.se  events  are  taking,  since  he  has
whipped  people  up  and  handed  down  the  line  that  began  to  be  implemented
against  Gladys  last  night.    Of  this  fact,  too,  all  Colombian  Trotskyists
and  the  leadership  of  the  International  are  her.eby  notified.    For  our
part,  we  will  not  be  pl`ovoked  by  those  in  total  cliisis  who  have  I.eached
such  a  level  of  desperation.    The  only  thing  they  will  achieve  is  that
we  will  defend  our  pl.inciples,  which  are  those  of  TI.otskyism,  with
greatel`  intransigence,  and  that  we  will  step  up  our.  activity.

We  believe  that  the  course  f ollowed  by  the  authors  of  the
I`esolution  and  the  pl`ovocations  is  a  liquidationist,  divisionist  course.
The  solution  continues  to  be  an honest  intl.a
of  a  democl.atic  party  discuss

I.eement  on  the  basis
ion, ef end  t e  pal.ty  With

insults,  aggl`ession,  and  expulsions.  '  The  comrades  have  used  this  method
over  the  last  seven  months  with  catastrophic  I.esults.    They  must  stop
whipping  people  up  in  such  a  small-minded,  shortsighted  way  and  get  used
to  viewing  us  as  membelis  of  the  same  par.ty  and  the  same  inter.national,
because  that  is  the  way  things  al.e.

Bogota,   January  12,19r/8.

*



Bogota,   D.E.       January  20,   1978

J`.   i.. 'P   1!   A   L

(36)

We,  leering  members  of  the  Pcirt|do  SocialiBta  de  log  TrabajedoreB,  appeal
the  resolution  imposing  disci|>1inary  action which was  brought  against  us  ty  the
Central  Commlttoe  of  the  party  hold  in  the  month  of  I)eoenber  1977  and  which  in-
eluded  Separation  fran  the  party  until  the  eloction8  and,  in  the  case  of  Con.irac],a
Ricardo,  indefinite  separation.  In  the  political  context  that  the  party  is  going
thl.ongh  today,  what  iB  involved  ls  expulsion  ooverctl  up  under  the  label  of
separation.

The  fol].owing  doounents  explain  the  |>olitical,  organizational ,  and  statutory

:jar:;:i=i:¥£¥:£¥:¥¥::£nio¥ie+¥fe§;.;¥£#T¥:±§:thi!£iifso#k£:i#::s:
FTenenJ:,4?u#:Sg|ii:i:ieoF==piTP#e|t#g:is:e:fivi:,Pprou:::=iedaninpe:=::=T#--
letin  No.   2  of  the  PIt-.`letal`ian  I)emocraey.  Tendoney.

Fr`om  those  documents  it  iB  olear  that  not  only  ha,ve  democratic  centralism  and
clear principles  of  our movement  bean violated,  but  an  open  and blatant  i>oliey  of
politican  persecution  has  been  followed,  orgarizoc  mainly  ty  Nahuel  Moreno  antl
other Argentine  leadel`s  who  ar`e  active  ln  Colombia.

The  disoipllnaqr  action  ngaingt  Coml`ede  Ehrique,  delegate  to  the  United  Secl`e-
tariat  and` member  of  the  Central  Cormltte6,  was  based  on  his  adherence  to  the  Prole-
tarian  Denocraey  Tendeney,  whloh  was  azlnounced  at  that  Central  Cormittoe  neoting.
The  Bane  procedure  was  follow.ed  in  the  case  of  Coinl`ado  Clro.

The  Proletarian  Democraq}r  Tendenqy,  as  wo  have  explained  in  the  documents  rc+
ferred  to,  has  su:bmltted  to  those  measul.eB  in  order  to  fight  the  divisionlst  coul.se
carried  out  t}y  the  Pro-Bolchotlzatlon    Tondeney  founded  pel`sonally  I)y  N,  Mol`eno  at
the  PST  congress,  the  text  of which  is  haown  I)y  the  oomredes  of  the  United  Seore-
tar.1at  and which  oontirmeB  to  be  dn  effect  Since  the  congl.es8  -  in  violation  of
.the  Statutes.

The  di8clplinary  action  talcen  €`gainst  Ricardo  was  based  on  the  acousa.tion  that
ho  engaged  in public  aotivitioB  in violation  of  the  lino  of  the |]arty.  This  accusa-
tion was  never  subBtamtiated.  tin  the  oontrany,  it  was  a matter  of  a  clear  ideologi-
cal  cerlBol`shlp.  Comnde8  of  tile  Uhltod  Secretariat  have  ln  their  hands  copies  of  the
book  by  Ricardo  in  which  he  exp>1ains  his  positions.

As  far  as  the  disciplinanjr  a,otlons  against  Socorl`o,  Gladys,  and  Gustavo  are
convened,  in  addition  to  belrig based  on  their menbership  in  the  Prolettirian  Depoc-
raey  Tendeney,  they  Stem  from  ooxpletely  arbitrary  and  irrelevant  accusations
from  rank-and-file  conndes.

To  the  co[`rades  of  the  United  SeoretcLriat

Socorro,  Gustavo,  Gladys,  Ciro,  Jalmo,  Ricardo
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Infol-national  Memorandum  fol`  the  USFI  on  t;he  Situation  in  the  PST

The  cil`cunstances  that  have  provoked  an  al.tificial  crisis  in
the  PST  and  have  led  the  Pro-Bolshevization  Tendency--an  appendix
of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency--to  split  it,  have  led.  many  cells,  tho-I.]gh
not  all,  to  carl`y  out  a  discussion  on  the  I.easons  for  the  above  Crisis.

The  aforementioned  discussion,  which  has  been  slowed  down  and
even  sabotaged  often  by  the  Plio-Bolshevization  Tendency,  has  brought
forth  statements  from  the  Iiank  and  f ile  of  the  par.ty  which  can  be
sunmal.ized  as  follows:

1.    For  Iiejection  of  the  sanctions  against  leading  comrades
Socolil`o,   Gustavo,   Jaime,   Gladys,   Giro,   and  Ricardo,  and  for  theil`
participation  and  Iieintegration  in  the  pality  and  the  leader.ship.

2.    To  request  the  calling  of  a  special  convention  of  the
pality  foil  the  month  of  Mar.ch,   in  accol.dance  with  article  24  of  the
Statutes.    Such  a  convention  is  the  pl.oper  method  of  I.esolving  the
conflicts  and  preserving  the  unity  of  the  PST.

3.     Adherence  to  the  positions  of  the  Proletarian  Democracy
Tendency .

The  leader.ship  of  the  Pro-Bolshevization  Tendency  proceeded  to
use  the  Executive  Committee  to  declal`e  that  the  democratic  nol`ms
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anyone  who  did  so  would  automatically  be  suspended  from  the  party.

They  also  announced  that  the  I'equest  fol`  a  special  congl`ess  was
a  last  resort,  a  maneuver  by  those  whom  they  labelled
In  addition  the I`oceeded  to  unleash  a  cam

fa c tiona lists .
n  of  thl`eats

sical One S ®
anunly  7,

on  of  the  comliades  of  the
1978,   in  which  the  I`esolution  we

mention  is  published.

The  statements  by  the  I.ank  and  f ile  very  quickly  began  to  show
that  the  MAJORITY  of  the  PST  would  be  behind  the  positions  of  the
Proletarian  Democl.acy  Tendency.     We  attach  the  names  of  the  membel`s
and  organized  sympathizer.s  who  have  stated  theil`  agl`eement,   and  it
should  be  noted  t;hat  we  do  not  yet  have  the  opinions  expressed  in
some  of  the  party  units.     Comrades  Riel  and  Enl'ique,  membel`s  of  the
USFI,  witnessed  the  collection  of  these  signatures.    Obviously  this
plebiscite  is  not  an  attempt  to  get  the  leadeliship  of  our  tendency
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officially  recognized  as  the  sole  leadership  of  t;he  PST.     The
Trotskyist  method  is  to  appeal  for  a  democratic  discussion,   so
that  a  convention  can  expliess \the  I`eal  situation  in  the  par.ty,
solve  the  conflicts,  and  guarantee  the  unity  of  the  PST.    This
is  exactly  what  we  are  asking  for,  and  this  is  what  is  in  our
document,   "Declaration  of  the  PI.oletarian  Democl`acy  Tend.ency."
The  aim  of  the  plebiscite,  which  was  cal'I'ied  out  in  accordance
with  the  internal  nolims  of  the  party  (al`ticle  24.),   is  to  ask
for  the  convening  of  a  congliess.

To  guarantee  the  authol'ity  and  democratic  char.acteli  of  the
special  convention  that  we  al'e  asking  fol`,  we  ask  for  the
intervention  of  the  United  Secretal`iat;  in  addition  this  would
help  pl`omote  the  pl.ocess  of  fusion  of  the  Trotskyists  into  a
single  pality  in  Colombia.

For.  the  TDI'
Socorro,   Gustavo,   Jaime,Gladys,
Oil.o,   Ricard.o

Below  are  the  names  of  the  members  and  ol`ganized  sympathizelis  who
have  signed.

[335  names  welie  listed.]
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Report  by  GI`eco  to  the  Central  Committee  of
the  Colombian  PST,   December   12,   1977

[Because  of  deficiencies  in  the  tape  recol.dingjcoml`ade  Greco  filled
in  the  gaps  on  the  basis  of  his  notes.    Parentheses  have  been  used  to
indicate  these  col'I`ections.]**

(We  wel.e  hoping)  that  the  representatives  of  the  leadel'ship  of
our  intel`national.  who  were  going  to  par.ticipate  in  the  Central
Committee  meeting  of  the  Colombian  PST,  would  offer  us  an  analysis
of  the  status  of  the  class  struggle  in  the  world,  explain  the  political
lines  applied by  our  inter.national  in the  key  countries  of  the  class
stl.uggle  and  dl.aw  a  balance  sheet  on  these  political  lines.    And  our
fir.st...well,  it  wasn't  a  surprise,  but  rather  a  confirmation  of  the
situation  in  the  Fourth  International,  is  that neither.  of  the  two
comrades  who  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  United  Secretariat  were  capable
of  giving  us  a  report  telling  us:    The  class  struggle  is  like  this.
we  applied  such  and  such  a  political  line.  and  we  obtained  such  and
such  I`esults.    They  made  an  ol`ganizational  report  on  the  Fourth  Inter-
national.    They  explained  to  us  that  the  tendencies  dissolved  themselvesi
that  there  was  a  better  climate  for  discussion;  that  in this  context
a  plioblem  existed:   The  Bolshevik  Tendency,  which  is  not  dissolving.
To  all  intents  and  purposes.  then.  the  biggest  obstacle  to  nomalizing
the  situation  in  the  international  is  our  Bolshevik  Tendency.    Together
with  this,  Comrade  Jean-Pier.re  painted  the  picture  of  a  situation  in
which.  as  the  Foul.th  Internatioml  is  growing  and  imp`roving  intel'nally.
the  Bolshevik  Tendency  is  enter-ing  into  a  process  of  cl.isis.    He
vil'tually  gave  us  a  deluxe  burial,  because  he  Said  that  we  were  already
finished,  that  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  practically  had  no  reason  fol`
existing.

Our  repol.t  on  the  sitimtion  in  the  international  arid  the  situation
of  our  tendency  is  absolutely  the  opposite.    It  is  not  accidental,
because  impressionism  in  the  political  al.ena  has  been  the  permanent
method  of  the  ex-rm.    Comrade  Jean-Pierre  did  not  say  what  occurl'ed
in  the  inter.national  since   '69  up  to  now.    He  listed  some  elements  of
what  had  occurl'ed  in  the  last  month  or  in  the  last  two  months.    He  did
not  say  that  in  1969  our  tendency  was  reduced  to  a  handful  of  militants
in  AI.gentina  and  a  smaller  handful  of  militants  in  Uruguay.    He  did
not  say  that  in  this  entire  period  our.  tendency  has  spread  out  to
practically  all  the  centl'al  countries  of  I-atin America  and  has  extended
to  Europe.    He  did  not  talk  about  the  numerical  growth  of  our  tendency.
He  did  not  say--and  this  is  an  important  thing  to  be  noted  by  people
who  claimed  to  be  the  world's  greatest  experts  in  undel'ground work--that
the  AI'gentine  PST  is  the  only  party  in  the  Foul'th  International  that
could  survive  in  a  situat;`ion  such  as  exists  in my  country,  grow  in  this
situation,  and  give  an  example  to  everyone,  not  only  TI`otskyists.  but
the  workers  parties  and  the  wolikers  movement  on  a  world  scale.    None  of
this  was  mentioned  by  Comliade  Jean-Pierre.     Coml.Ode  Jean-Piel're  came
her.e  to  tell  us  that  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  is  in  a  crisis  because
Comrade  Antonio  broke  from  it.  because  the  Iiucas  group  left  it,  because
the  I'ol'tuguese  I'RT  entel'ed  into  a  cl.isis,  and  thel'e  is  a  pl`oblem  in
the  Colombian  I'ST.
**

[This  explanation  was  listed  as  a  footnote  in  the  Spanish  origir!al.
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This  in  one  aspect  of  his  I`eport.    We  could  discuss  some  of  these
cases.     In  some  of  them  agreement  could  be  reached  with  Comrade  Jean-
Pierl`e  t>ecause  we  also  have  the  custom  of  being  objective.    Actually,
the  Portuguese  PRT  is  in  a  state  of  cl.isisi  accol.ding  to  our  inter-
pl.etation.  not  because  of  the  policies  of  our  tendency  but  because  in
two  critical  moments  they  wel.e  incapable  of  implementing  the  policy  of
our  tendency:    when  it  was  suggested  that  they  enter  the  Portuguese  SP
and wben  the  attempt  at  an  electoral  caxpaign  failed.    We  would  disagree.
on  the  other  hand,  with  the  I`eport  on  Spain.    We  think  that  tbe  work  of
the  comrades  of  our tendency in  Spain  is  quite  good.

AnUn I.inci led  FI.ont

But  in  any  case.  the  dynamic  of  the  tendencies  and  cur.rents  cannot
be  analyzed  solely  as  a  summation  of  national  I.ealities.    And  what  we
must  point  out  in any analysis  of  the  situation  of  our.  international  is
the  political  lines,  the  application  of  these  lines.  All  the  comrades
must  wonder,  why  was  the  report  of  the  two  comrades  of  the  United
Secretal`iat  pul'ely  organizational?    Do  you  ]mow why  it  was  purely
ol.ganizational,  comrades?    Because  all  the  documents  of  the  Fourth
Intermtional  were  declared  "historical,"  except  one:    Socialist
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exist.    Question:    What  i8  the  political  line  of  our  Fourth  Inter-national?
There  isn't  any.    To  be  able  to  dissolve  the  tendencies,  it  was  necessary
not  only  to  liquidate  the  positions  that  these  tendencies  held  and
continue  to  hold  in an `m:principled front,  but  in addition leave  our
international  if  it  were  just born.  withone hand behind and  tbe  other.  in
front.  stripped  of  a  political  line.    I would  like  the  comrades  of  the
Uhited  Secl.et8riat  to  first  infom  us  as  to  which documents  govern  the
policies  of  the  leadership  of  the  Foul'th  International.    Those  of  the
Tenth?

Jean-Pierre--Your  information  ig  absolutely  false.    What  documents
have-i5=6--6--ri-  with=drawn?    The  documents  of  the  Ninth  World  Congl.ess  and  par.ts
of  the  documents  of  the  Tenth  on  Iatin America,  and  that's  all.    Just
that  which  i8  referred  to  in the  Self-CI.iticism  and  the  logical  conse-
quences  of  the  Self-Criticism.    But  they  are  not  withdrawn.    It  is  the
wol.ld  congl`ess  ithich  is  going  to  take  this  up.    When  the  world  congress
takes  it  up,  a  different  text  will  be  presented.

Greco--Does  the  document  of  the
relation  to  Europe

Jean-Pierre--For
yes.

Tenth  World  Congress  stand  in

the  time  t)eing.  up  until  the  next  wol.1d  congress,

Greco--The  infol.nation  that  we  had
we're  going

comrades,  was  this.    But  then
to  take  advantage  of  the  fact  that  documents  exist  and

explain  in  the  light  of  these  documents  the  dissolution of  the  tendencies.
Afterwards,  we  will  verify  which  infomat;ion was  the  most  corl-ect.
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To  dissolve  the  tendencies  in an  international,  and  to  unify
al.ound  the  leadership  t)odies,  you have  to  meet  a  pl.e-I.equisite  so
that  this  dissolution  is  principled and  this  later. unification  is
likewise  pl.incipled.    And  this  pre-requisite  is  that no fundamental
differences  exist  between  those  who  are  car.rying  out  this  action  of
dissolution  of  tendencies  and  the  unification  in  a  new...we  character-
ize  it  as  a  "bloc."

The  Dissolution  of  the  Tendencies

lthat  occurred  in  our  inter.national  was  the  categorical  and
I.esounding  failure  of  the  IflF  which  was  reduced  to  its  minimum
expression,  and  which  opted  to  dissolve  itself  when  in practice  it  was
already  dissolved--as  Comrade  Jean-Pier.I.e  himself  said  to  me  on  pl.evious
occasions.    The  loss  of  everything  that  was  the  IjTF  in  I-atin America.
The  loss  of  almost  everything  that  was  tbe  IflF  in Europe...On this
amihilation  of  the  IJTF.  the  sut>sequent  dissolution was  based.    It  was
a  dissolution  of  what  was  already  dissolved.    And  this  dissolution  was
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by  tbe  IJTF  in  Angola.

The  dissolution  of  the  "T,  which  also  is  a  manifestation  of  a
cl.isis.  not  of  a  physical  disappearance  as  in  the  case  of  the  IJPF,  but
of  a  prolonged  crisis  which  lasted  eight  or  nine  years,  which went
through  the  guerrilla  variant,  went  through  the  adventurous  actions  of
the  mass  vanguard  in  Europe.  wbich iront  through  the  catastl.ophe  of
Portugal,  and  which  terminated  in the  franish FUT.    The  crisis  of  the
two  political  lines  incapable  of  orienting  the  sections,  incapable  of
orienting  the  intematioml,  is  what produced  its  dissolution.

The  problem  is  to  dissolve...for  what?    Giving  us  sweet  talk,
the  comrades  will  tell  us:    to  work  through  the  organisms  of  the
internatiorml,  because  in  this  interrmtional  no  plot  exists.    We  al.e
Mamcists:    subjective  considerations  are  of  no  importance  to  us,  what
is  important  is  the  interpretation of  the practical  reality  as  it  is
given.    And  the  practical  reality  as  it  is  given  is  the  unity  of  these
two  ex-currents  of  ex-tendencies  against  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  with
the  program  of  democratic  centralism  understood  in  a  revisionist  manner..
This  is  the  reality  of  our  international.

What  Unites  this  Bloc?

IIet's  study  this  bloc  a`  little.  which  was  thl.own  together.    Who
are  in  this  bloc?    Comrade  Jean-Pierre,  when  he  comes  to  any  country.
when  he  speaks  a8  a  leader  tells  you:     Comrade,   I'm  of  the  opinion  that
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Jean-Pierre  i8  together  with  the  SWP,  Novack,  Hansen,  and  Barnes  in
tbis  bloc,
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(The  SWP  and  tbe  IMT  have  stood  at  opposite  poles  in  face  of  the
Angolan  and  Afl`ican  revolution  in  general,  one  of  the  most  impol.tant
points)  of  the  wol'ld  revolution.    However,  the  SWP  and  the  ex-ml  are
united.    The  African  I.evolution has  not  t>een  able  to  divide  this  holy
alliance,

In  Eful.ope  we're  going  to  take  up  some  examples.     The  Sl^P  is  of  the
opinion  that;  the  FI.ench  roR  cormitted  an  el.ror  in pl.inciple  in voting
for.  the  Uhion  of  the  Left,  because  the  Union  of  the  Left  is  a  popular
fl.ont.    The  FI`ench  IK}R  is  of  the  opinion  that  neither  is  the  Uhion  of
the  Iieft  a  populal'  fl`ont  nor  did  they  commit  any  error.  in pl.inciple.
But  the  French  ICE  and  the  SWP  are  united  in this  bloc.

In  Spain.     Comrade  Haneen  says:    The  fundamental  reason  for  t;he
dissolution  of  the  Ifl!F  is  that  it  f inished  with  the  pl.oblem  of  the
guelirilla  war.    And he  forgets  that  the  IiTF  itself  characterized  this
same  method  as  having  extended  to  Europe  around  the  broad  mass  vanguard.
In  Spain  only  a  few months  ago,  the  Spanish  ICE  carl.ied  out  the  most
fabulous  vangu8rdist  policy  that  has  ever.  t>een  seen,  when  it  made  this
monstrous  FI'ente  Unico  de  los  Trabajadores  with  the  whole  swaxp.  with
the  whole  ultl.aleft,  with  the  whole  Spanish  centliist  formations.

(In  this  Coml.ado  Jean-Pierre  was  correct:     The  European  document
of  the  Tenth  World  Congress  has  been declared  not  "historical."  but  the
policy  which  the  Spanish  ICE  applied  was  the  policy  of  this  doc.ument.
Actually  this  document  is  still  followed  in practice.    But  the  SUP  and
Coml.ado  lfansen.  who  less  than  four  Fears  ago  formed  a  tendency  to  combat
this  document  and  this  policy,  are  now  in  an un:pl.incipled bloc  with  the
autbolis  of  this  document  and  the  Spanish  ICE.  which  continues  to  apply
tbis  policy.

(In Portugal,  the  Ira  considered  that  the  central  task in the
prerevolutionary  period  was  the  construction of  organs  of  dual  power.
The  SUP  and  the  lf}F  held  that  this  was  not  so.    &it  today  botb  are
united  in an unprincipled bloc.

(Comrade  Hansen  i8  his  I'eport  to  the  Int;emational  Executive
Committee  in  February  1975  said  that  our  tendency  ves  going  to  move
toward unification with the  Ira.    And he  characterized  this  hypothetical
unification as  a  political  crime.    What  happened  vas  a  uriification,  not
of  our tendency.  but  of  the  IflF with  the  in.  and  tne  ch8I.acterization
of  "political  crime"  has  been forgotten for  the  sake  of  an unprincipled
bloc,`

(But  let's  see  how  this` un:principled bloc  is  also  manifested  here
in  Colombia.

(Coml'ade  Ricardo  Sdnchez  pounded  Bames,  attacking  his  report
Eul`O e  vs.  America  and  the  Crisis  of  Stalinism.    He  found  in  these

shevik  Tendency. Todaystatements  I.easons  for
this  material  still  I'emains  pertin5nt,  and  nonetheless  RiYcalido  S£-nchez
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is  in  an  unpl.incipled  bloc  together with  Barnes,  calling  for  the
tendencies  to  dissolve.

sancf8g::8ea5:3E:€:£;I:o#:n:°:£i¥£:P:::e:nt¥:p:petBu¥C£:£°
Comrade  Jean-Pier.re  is  together.  with  Ricardo  Sanchez  in  an
unpl.incipled  bloc.

(Comrade  Jaime  Galarza  is  coxpletely  against--and  he  voted
against  it  in  the  United  Secl'etal'iat--the  entrance  of  Fausto  Am8dor
into  the  international.    Comrades  Hansen  and  Jean-Pier.re  al.e  in  favor
of  it.    But  these  three  comrades  are  together  in  an unpl.incipled  bloc.

(I believe  tbat  these  elements  give  us  a  preliminary  insight  into
what  is  involved politically  in  this  bloc:    an unprincipled  agreement
between  curl.ents  and  sectors  that  do  not  agl.ee  politically  on key
questions  of  the  class  struggle.    And,  in view  of  the  fact  that  this
bloc  guides  oul'  inter.national,   I  believe  also  that  we  have  a  clear
description  of  the  political  crisis  in which our world  party  is
submel.ged. )

The  OI.ganizational  Political  Crisis

As  to  the  ol.ganizational  question,   I  do  not  want  to  carry'  on  a  war
of  figures.    We  are  accustomed  to  European  impressionism.    And  I  do  not
say  this  out  of  nationalism,  but because  unfortunately  the  education  of
the  European  TI.otskyists  all  comes  from  the  same  source,  the  IMP.

Jean¥:e:::uftii:g|:fs::3::in:s:::i:=::p¥:E:;a|tB:a:::gL:Lipp#Rii:
situation  of  the  IMP  and  the  ICE:  At  the  ne3de  to  the  last  congress  it
constituted  an  overwh.elming  crushing  major.ity  within  the  ICE;  at  the
last  congress,  45  percent  of  the  ICE  stood  against  the  "T.    But
Comrade  Jean-Pielilie  says:     The  crisis  is  positive.    Why  positive?    Do
you  know  who  came  out  against  the  "T?    They  were  the  self-management
currents--which discover.ed  that  in  the  party  you have  to  have  self-
management,  not  centralism--the  ecological  culil.ents.  the  abortionist
currents...an  enormous  quantity  of  this  motley  crew,  wbich here  in
Colombia  is  denomimted  the  "coffee-Louse  crowd,"  if  I'm  not  mistaken"swamp"  also.     That's  45  perceflt  of  the  FI.ench  Revolutionary  Communist
League.    But  to  finish  with  the  comparison--Coml.ade  Jean-Pierre  just
told  us  here  that  75  percent  were  union  members.     I  turn_.to  Ro.use.     In
the  campaign that  Ro
danger  of  death," that`we  all hope  it  will  not  die  because  it  is  a
great  conquest  of  the  inter.national--a  FI`ench wol.her  writes  telling
them:   I®ok.  comrades,   I  have  always  contl.ibuted,   I  am  a  member  of  the
CP,   I  sympathize  with  you,  but  I have  always  contributed  and  I  have

g:::;=¥:8;:f::::I:::gfi:Sf:::!t;!=?e::i;g8:¥=gir:g::i::i:!r::t
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abandon  it  in  a  couple  of  days;  two,   I  have  never  seen  your  leaders
or  your  memt)erg  in  the  plants  selling  your  newspapel.,  etc.    But,
aside  from  this,  if  what  the  wol.ker  says  were  not  enough,  what  the
leadership  of  the  ICR  replied  should  be:     Comrade,  you  al.e  I.ight.
We  have  not  succeeded  in  over.coming  a  student  attitude.    This  is
signed.    We  continue  to  hold  a  student  attitude.    But  it  is  ten
yeal`s  since  May   '68!     Ten  years  are  too  much  to  continue  holding
a  student  attitude!    This  is  one  of  the  two  biggest  sections  in
Europe!    The  Fourth  must  explain  why  ten year.s  after  '68  we  continue
to  hold  a  student  attitude  and why  we  al.e  in  a  crisis  of  political
leadel'ship  in  France.

what°:esp£::'i:etE:V:o:I:::¥:besEe8$888:::I::%=:C:±€i:u:S:i±:fimrrfe&es.
got  30,000  votes  in  the  electionS,  or  ro,OOO.    Forty  thousand  divided
€za 3og!e::v::  :np:::I::eh::e? ivsi:

I.  six votes  per head,  which  signifies
her  these  7000  members  are  inactive,

ol`  these  7000  activi8ts  do  not  exist.

inni of  a  Moral  Crisis

Uhfol`turmtely,  to  these  elements  of  a  political  crisis,  of  a

::1::5:::-2:g:=\z::::F::t::i:i:,wi::Ee:::r::sou:o:a:I:::si:a¥vesE:g=
you  do  not  ]mow  about  then,   I  am  unfortunately  going  to  nave  to  go
into  this  at  some  length.

ifeBfg:=±¥:::hh::in:S::#g::±cfndLu:8:o:=¥:tin:::::I:€±:h=.¥±=±=I:`c-::
made  by  him,  or  were  they  not  made  by  him?    We  have  the  proof  that

they  were  made  by  him.    Comrade  Handel  later  rectified  his  line,  but
there  is  a  categorical  moral  fact:    Comrade  Handel  denied  that  these
declarations  were  his,  and,  at  the  request  of  the  Yankee  comrades.  the
United  Secretariat  made  an  ardent  defense  of  Comrade  Handel  in  8  motion
saying:  Why  does  the  factional  Bolshevik  Tendency  believe  that  Comrade
Handel  could  have  made  these  declal.ations?    But  Comrade  Mendel  made  them,
we  have  the  tape  recording.    He  said  everything  that  appear.ed  in  the
-:::a-Ot:::0:.    The  problem  here  i8  not  that  be  rectified his  line,  very

be  rectified  it.    But  Comrade  Mendel  lied,  and  the  United
Secl.etariat  lied  to  the  whole  international.    First  moral  item.

Second  mol.al  item:     the  famous  and  scandalous  case  of  Comrade
Josefina  and  her  friends  in Mexico,  comrades,  which has  been proved,
docunented.    We  have  the  tape  recordings.    Declarations  made  by  them,
saying:     Coml.Odes  I  had  a  meeting  with  the  Mexican police  behind  the
back  of  the  organs  of  my  party,   I  nevel`  informed  the  organs  of  my

E::ilig:?#aa;::!:::ig:::::a:::?E::uf:::;;;3::gi:::t:i:i:%¥:::d:
They  said  it;  we  did  not  say  a  word.     These  comrades,  are,  wel.e,  the
top  leaders  of  the  IiTF  in  Iatin America  and  were  unconditionally  clef ended
by  the  S1^/P  and t>y  the  leadership  of  the  Fourth  International.    That
means:    first,  you  can  lie  in  the  Fourth  Intelinational.    Second
precedent,  in  the  Fourth  International  any  leader  can privately  contact
the  police  witbout  informing  his  party,  on  the basis  of  these  contacts
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mount  a  campaign  against  another  comrade,   and  this  leader  does  not
mel.it  any  disciplinary  action.    Now,  these  comrades  al.e  in  the
leadel`ship  of  the  Mexican  PRT,  against  the  vote  of  our  comrades.

Thil`d  wctl'risome  case  fl.om  the  moral  angle.     Wol'I`isome  but  a

i:tg::I:3:gg:!:eriac!::z::h?5h:I:a!.:33S?I 8:mrt:3eL'g:i:€if t::i£:ri::
Intercontinental  PI.ess
Inte I`continental  PI.ess i.

Comrade  Otto  MacKenzie  also  writes  now  for
Coml.ade  Otto  MacKenzie  in  his  work  in  this

country  was  to  be  an  inspector  for the  Iiabol.  Department;  and  make
Iiulings  against  wol.kers.    Thil.d  pliecedent:     The  inter.national  accepts
as  leaders  comrades  who  exel.cise  public  functions  of  the  bourgeois
state  against  the  working  class.

Fourth  element,  which  came  up  in  today's  meeting  and  which  was
categorical,  concrete,  on  the  pal`t  of  Comrade  Hansen.    I)id  you  listen
closely  to  what  he  said  on  why  we  should  not  discipline  Socol.ro?
Socorl.o  should  not  be  disciplined  because  she  is  oul`  presidential
candidate.    And  he  told  us  that  he  had  never  seen  anything  like  this  in
the  histol.y  of  the  Fourth.   I  don't  ]mow,  in  the  history  of  the  Four.th.
if  a  presidential  candidate  was  ever  disciplined.    But  I  ]mow  something
about  the  history  of  the  Third.    And  I  know  categorically  that  it  is  a
mol`al  question,  a  question  of  principle,  that  the  comrades  who  car.I.y
out  functions  of  a  parliamentary  type  or  are  high  in  the  leader.ship  of
the  tl`ade  unions
thousand  times  c
I)al-ty  as  a  whole

party  keeps  a  thousand,  two  thousand,  thl.ee
er  watcb  on  them  than  on  the  leading  coml.ades  of  the
The  entire  stl.uggle  against  parliamentary  cretinism

occurred  around  this  pliincipled,  moral  issue:    When  a  candidate,  a  type
who  holds  a  post  in  an  association,  or  a  high  tl.ade-union  leader.,  breaks
a  millimeter,  a  millimeter!  with  the  party  regime,  that  person has  to  be
disciplined  ten,  twenty,  thirty  times  mol.e  forcefully  than  any  other.
coml.ade  in  the  party.    When  Lenin  struggled  against  pal'liamentary
cl`etinism  and  other  variants,  he  was  emphatic  about  this.    And  Comrade
Hansen  tells  us  that  we  do  not  understand  what  democl.atic  centralism
is;  and  he  has  established--it  is  taped--a  new  norm  for  the
international:    the  candidates--and naturally  if  they  are  elected  and
seated  in the  congress--can  do  anything  they  wish  against  the  party,
because  they  must  not  be  touched.    This  is  the  point  that  has  been
reached  today  in  the  mol'al  decay  of  the  leadership  of  our  intel`national.

And  a  point  I.emains,   in  which  we  do  not  ]mow  why  none  of  the
comrades  of  the  United  Secl.etariat  have  taken  a  stand.    Coml.ades  of  the
United  Sect.etariat:    What  about  the  publishing  house?    There  is  a
Trotskyist  publishing  house  that  has  been  attacked by  a  bourgeois.
The  first  thing,  before  saying  anything,  you  had  to  stop  here  and  say:
unconditional  defense  of  the  Trotskyist  publishing  house.    But  the
comrades  do  not  care  a  fig  about  this.    And  by  chance  this  bourgeois
is  allied with  a  sectol',  or  is  a  fl.iend  of  a  sector,  which  is  able  to
attack  the  Bolshevik  Tendency:    that  t;his  bourgeois  liquidates  a
Trotskyist  publishing  house  appeal.s  to  be  of  no  impol.tance  to  the
comrades  of  the  United  Secretariat.     I  hope  I  am  mistaken.    This  is
an  appeal  to  the  comrades  of  the  Uhited  Secl.etariat  to  define  their
position  on  the  publishing  house.
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The  Uhpl.incipled  Bloc  and  The  Bolshevik  Par.ty  Regime

Andthus   with  this  panol'ama  of  the  Fourth  International,  we
can  finally  under.stand  why  the  centl'al  discussion  is  `8bout  the
ol.ganizational  I'egime.    It  is  a  charactel'istic  of  all  unprincipled
front;a  that  have  existed  in  the  wol`kers  movement.     It  was  a
character.istic  of  the  Bakuninists  against  Marx,  who  said  t;hat  tbe
Marxist  regime  was  dictatorial;  that  of  the  antidefensists  against
Cannon;  that  of  the  group  of  Sneevliet,  Nin  and  Co.  against  Trotsky.
that  of  the  August  Bloc  of  the  year  1912  against  Ienin.    The
characteristic  of  all  these  fronts  in  the  at>sence  of  principles,
:€t::±±:i:S6e:%r:E±:i ,  #:::p£:::8¥ Eg:8i:t:krne±=:8±::isr=:::   And
that  is  what  is  being  expl.essed  here,  with  complete  clarity,  witb
pristine  clarity.

Why  does  it  have  to  be  a  struggle  against  the  interlral  Bolshevik
regime?    Because  without  such  an attack,  they  cannot  exist.    I'eople
who  hold  diametrically  opposite  views  on  the  key  problems  of  the
wol.king  class  cannot  exist  under  a    Bolshevik  int;ernal  I.egime.    They
cannot  exist.     Jaime  Galarza.  who  is  against  Fausto  Amador  enter-ing,
cannot  exist  with  Jean-Pierre,  who  i8  in favor  of  Fausto  Amador
entel`ing.    We  need  loose  parties.  in which  all  the  tendencies  expl.ess
them8elve8  in  a  free  way,  because  it  ia  the  only  way  we  can glue
together  this  tremendous  agglomeration of  Shadings,  currents."nonexisting"  factions,  in which  everyone  thinks,    does,  says,  and
acts  as  he  wishes.    This  is  what  is  important  because--Watch  out!--
in  the  mme  of  this,  Which  is  already being  elevated  to  a  permanent
category  which  is:    in  all  the  national  parties  you  can have  any  kind
of  tendencies  and  you  can do  anything--which  is  what  the  coml.ades  of
the  United  Secl'etariat  came  here  to  tell  us--after  which  they  demand
that  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  observe  centralism  within  the  Fourth
International.    We  are  going  to  be  centrali8ts  in  the  Fourth,  but  the
comrades  al.e  already  recommending:     no  measul.e8  against  anyone  Oven
though  they  carry  on public  pl.opaganda  against  the  party.

The  worst  is  that  they  appeal  to    tradition.    Comrade  Hansen  told
us:  you  leal.ned  notbing.    But  yes,  comrade,  we  learned  a  great  deal
from  the  SWP.    We  have  always  considered  it  to  be  our  teacher.     Do  you
]mow why?    Because  it  ruthlessly  expelled  every  factionalist.    And  not
just  one,  three,  or  four.    More  than a  hundred  coml`ade8  of  the  "T  wel.e
thrown  out  of  the  SWP.     Of  course,  the  SWP  said:     We  did  not  expel  them,
they  were  outside;  they  said:  since  they  carried  out  public  wol.k  and
distributed publications  different  from  those  of  the  party,  these
comrades  wel.e  outside  the  party,  making  another  party,  therefore  they
al.e  no  longer  within  oul'  party.    Fine.     If  Comrade  H8nsen  came  here
to  teach  us  what  we  did  learn  from  them,  he  ought  to  say:     Don't  expel
them,  consider.  them  outside  the  party,  that  they  al.e  a  different  party.
But  he  did  not  come  here  to  say  that.    He  came  to  say:     Iet  them  stay
inside.    I  do  not  recall  the  SUP vacillating aminute  in expelling  molie
than  loo  comrades  of  the  IMP.    A  position  that  we  support  unconditionally.
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This  is  the  method  that  Coml.ade  Hansen  taught  us,   it  is  the  method
that  the  SWP  taught  us,  and  it  is  the  method  that  we  al.e  rescuing
from  the  decadency  of  the  leadership  of  our  international.

The  Fausto  Amador  Case
And  Its Possible ical  Conse uences

I  wish  to  deal  for.  a  moment--so  that  you  can  see  the  tl.agic
consequence  that  can al'ise  for  the  international--with  the  case  I
mentioned  in  passing:     the  case  of  MI..  Fausto  Amador  AITieta.     MI'.

g:::! : g::g::i!::i3:a Lig e ::c i3£:i :Su3lig!o tg: sn: i:e!:::e:fw::ehi s
brother.  This  individual,  at  a  celitain moment  under  the  dictatorship
of  Somoza,  appeared  before  the  dailies,  in  front  of  t;he  television
in Nical.agua,  and  said,  among  other.  things,  that  he  had  been visiting
Cuba  and  was  totally  disillusioned  with  what  was  going  on  in  Cuba,

±±8:r::iz±°¥!£twfr:th:fh:Bea:£:E=€£g€Si::E:;d¥:nt3h3T:=d::i:I:t£:ir
lives  could be  guaranteed,  and  he  actually  recommended  that  they  lay
down  their  arms  against  Somoza.    This  means  that  he  is  not  a  tel`ribly
desirable  person.    The  Frente  Sandinista  accused    him  of  being  a
traitor.  some  say  they  wanted  to  execute  him--we  do  not  know  tbis  for
sure--his  own bl`othel`  completely  broke  off  relations  witb him.    This
individual  is  now  a  member  of  the  Costs  Rican  OST.  Not  long  ago
Comrade  Jean-Pierre  asked  me:     I  was  in  Costs  Ricai   I  am  alamed;
Comrades  of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  in  Costa  Rica  do  not  support  the
electoral  campaign  of  the  0
car.ried  on  by  tbe  Colombian

s:igwhicb  is  exactly  like  the  one  being
•    And  ny  reply  to  Comrade  Jean-I'iel.I`e

was  as  follows:     There  is  no  reason  to  worry  about  the  comrades  of  the
Costa  Rican PRT  refusing  to  support  the  party  of  Fausto  Amador  Arrieta.
In  the  eyes  of  Central  American public  opinion,  Fausto  Amadol.  AI.rieta
is  the  greatest  traitoli  that  exists.    And  this  traitor  is  now wit;him
the  Fourth  International.

Why  do  I  say  this?    Not  to  insist    on  the  mol.al  problem,  but  to
see  the  incalcuable  political  consequences.    I  would  like  to  see  how  the
leader.ship  of  the  Four.th  Inter.national  is  going  to  answer,  what  they
cboose  to  do  in face  of  the  following...Do  you  ]mow  the  name  they  give
in  Europe  to  what  Fausto  Amador  did?    Collaboli8tionism.    That  is  what
the  collabol.ators  with  the  Nazis  did.    It  was  called  collaborationism.
We  have  to  ask:    Why  did  the  Fourth  Intermtional,  why  did  this
unprincipled  bloc  which  is  directing  tbe  Four.th  International,  instead
of  listening  to  the  f ightel.s  of  the  Frente  Sandinista--who  are  far
leftists,  guerrilla  fighters,  not  Mar.xists,  petty-boul.geois  populists,
petty-bourgeois  nationalists...but  who  struggle  against  Somoza,  which
is  good,  who  want  to  struggle  against  Somoza--why  instead  of  listening

g:in:::¥.  gal:h:¥ :i:€egh:°Fg=u§±° ]#::i:t±:n::L±:b::£fe°B:SEa*t€o
explain  in  Centl.al  America.     If  a  very  probable  combination  of  circum-
stances  occul's:     that  Somoza  fails;  that  the  Frente  Sandinista  emerges
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as  a  movement  of  great  pl'estige  because  of  its  antidictat;ol.ial
struggle--although  it  might  be  only  a  democl`atic  struggle--against
one  of  the  wol.st  dictatorships  in  I-atin Alnerica,  a  pl.estige  similar.
or  superior  to  that  of  the  Uruguayan  Tupamaros;  that  the  Frente
Sandinista  might  say:     I  would  like  the  Foulith  International  to
explain why  Fausto  Amador  Arl.ieta  is  in  its  I.anks...and.  gentlemen.
at  that  moment  Trotskyism  will  be  finished  in  Central  America.    It
will  be  finished because  no  other  explanation  is  possible  except  to
tell  them:    Iook,  inasmuch  as  Jack  Barnes  said  in his  I.epol.t  that  if
as  a  member  of  the  IflF,  Fausto  Amador  was  not  accepted  his  case  could
blow  the  policy  of  dissolving  the  tendencies  s]ry  high--textunlly:  Can
ttlow  this  whole  policy  s]qr  high--then the  "T which was  against  it,
said:    Good,  we  accept  it.    And  that  is  why  he  is  inside  the
intelmtioml®

OK.    This  is  the  bloc  we  have  to  confront.    There  is  no  plot  her.e:
the  unity  is  organic,  the  unity  iB  nomali  it  is  a  law of  dialectical
materialism  that  unites  them.    I  do  not  ]mow  if  they  think that  Way  or
noti  that  is  to`ta||y  secondary  for  u8  a8  Marxists.    Whether  they  meant
to  plan  it  or  not  is  total.1y  Secondary.    This  talk about  "plots"  is
E:n::::r:rfesi¥a¥h:SE:irth¥eltpr::1:Eel:£je:€:te°3i::::::ofh:¥°::non
aggloDel'ation  of  sectors  in political  decoxposition,  in organizatioml
decomposition.  and  the  sad  beginning  of  moral  decomposition.

The  Re ercussions  in  Cc}lombia

How  is  this  expl'essed  within the  Colombian party?    I  also  listened
with  attention  to  jot  down anything  in  the  report  of  the  famous  tendency
that  has  appeared,  and  I  vas  left  with ny  pencil  raised.    Because  I
expected  that  as  Trotskyists  they  were  going  to  Say:    Iiet'8  fom  a
tendency  because  the  electoral  line  i8  catastrophic,  because  we  are
going  to  carry  out  a  policy  of  class-collaborationism  or  an ultraleft
policy.  because  we  differ  completely  witb  the  policy  of  this  party.    But
no,  the  tendency  thinks  the  policy  of  this  party  i8  perfect.    They
have  not  made  a  criticism  of  the  policy  of  this  party.    It  could be
Something  else:    1et'8  fom  a  tendency  because  the  electoral  line  is
8uperBtructural.  or  because  the  lino  of  the  support  committees  i8  mad
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agreement  with having  succeeded  in bringing  together other  socialist
currents  into  a  front.    ghey  are  in agreement  with the  entire  political
line.    Differences  are  going  to  appear--don't  Worry--after  a  time.    But
they  did  not  say  anything  about  this.    They  Bald:    Iet`s  constitute
a  tendency  because  we  al.e  egainet  the  regime.

Then  thel'e  was  profound  unity.    It  was  a  good  thing  to  have  had
the  two  reports  one  after  the  other.    That  meant;  total  unity  on an
intemational  scale,  without  a  plot,  perhaps  without  a  single  zneeting,
per.hapB  without  even  talking  about  it.    That  is  the  `mity,  that  is  the
bloc.    This  is  what,  a8  Mal'xists,  we  have  to  try  to  understand,  because
it  is  a  profound pl.oblem  and because  it  leads  actually  to  the
characterization  that  our  tendency  must  make  of  the  int;emational
situation  and  what  policy  we  are  going  to  follow  in  face  of  it.
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In  the  first  place,  the  fir.st  concl.ete,  categol.ical  I.eply:
The  situation  in  the  intel`national  demands  and  requires  a  tighter
closing  of  I'anks  by  our  tendency.    We  al.e  struggling  against  an
extremely  dangerous  phenomenon,  much  like  that  in  which  the
liquidators  attacked  Ijeniri  in  1908-1912,  a  fl.ont  which  included
everybody,   even  Trotsky.    Altogethel'  here  with  a  single  objective:
We  are  against  an  illegal  party.    This  was  the  gI'eat  discussion.
All  the  liquidator.s  were  saying:    We  are  against  this  Iienin  who  is
a  beast,   just  how  are  we  going  to  make  an  illegal  par.ty.    And  Iienin
said:     I  will  confront  along  with ny  Bolsheviks  this  whole  group;   it
is  a  liquidationist  bloc;  I  will  struggle  for  an  illegal  party.    And
the  struggle  today  is  the  same  one.    Either  you  fight  for.  a  Bolshevik
party  ol`  you  alie  out  to  get  a  POUMist  pal.ty,  which  means  trying  to
get  a  party  amounting  to  a  summation  of  factions,  a  summation  of
tendencies.    It  is  the  same  struggle.
The  Absence  of  a  Holetal.lan  and  Bolshevik  Tradition

Thel'e  is  a  charactel`istic  that  Trots]ry  always  assigned  to  the
petty  boul`geoisie,  that  they  do  not  want  to  make  class  character.izations.
The  Argentine  PST  and  later  the  Bolshevik  Tendency,  have  been  attacked
in  many  ways.    The  plieferred  chalige  now  is  factiomlism.    But,  if  we  are
Mar.xists,  every  political  phenomenon has  its  social  explanation.    If
we  al'e  factionalists,  if  we  do  not  understand  the  situation  in  the
Four.th  and  thousands  of  disastel's  throughout  the  world  are  ascl.ibable
to  us,  then you have  to  explain  which  class,  which  class  sector  is
putting  pressul.e  on us,  is  penetl.ating  our  I.anks,  leading  us  into
bl.inging  about  so  many  disasters  for  TI-otskyism,  and  we  have  never
succeeded  in  getting  a  categorical  reply  from  the  international.  To
the  contrary,  complete  unity:    here  no  class  character.izations  are
made.    This  is  what  Trots]ey  said:  Not  to  make  class  characterizatious
is  petty  bourgeois,  because  in a  factional  struggle  the  first  thing
you  have  to  do  is  define  fl-om  the  Marxist  point  of  view  which  classes
are  expl.essed  in  this  factioml  struggle.    We  who  claim  to  be
orthodox  TI.otskyists,  do  have  a  class  interpretation  of  this  phenomenon.
And  the  phenomenon  is  the  student-type  leader.ships  of  our  movement.

Comrade  Jean-I]ierl.e  said  that  it  was  a  great  disaster  for  our
Tendency  to  have  to  recognize  that  now  we  alie  not  in position  to
present  ourselves  as  an  alter.native  leadeliship  for  the  Fourth
Internatiorml.    And  we  think  to  the  contl.ary  that  everything  is
advancing.     Because  we  al'e  discover.ing  the  roots  of  one  of  the  problems
of  our  Tendency,  the  genel'alized pl'oblem  of  the  intelinational  and  also
these  small  split-offs  that  have  occurred  and  those  that  alie  going  to
occur--because  splits  in  the  tendency  are  going  to  continue  to  occur.--
as  can  be  seen  at  bottom  in  the  Colombian  phenomenon.     Do  you  ]mow  why
we  cannot,  despite  the  rise,  build  tuo  or  three  parties  of  1500  or
2000  members  in  Eul.ope?    Because  we  do  not  have  cadl`es  with  a  tradition.
And  do  you  ]mow  why  thel.e  are  no  cadres  with  a  tl.adition  in  Europe?
Because  the  IMT  educated  them.     All  our  cadl.es,  oul'  own  European
cadl.es,  have  been  educated  in  what  was--do  you  renembel`?--the  old
Bloque  Socialista.    The  bloc  of  the  cares,  Ricardo's  bloc,  this
socialist  bloc.    OK,  unforturmtely  this  was  the  only  school  which
our.  miropean  cadres  had.    Thus  it  is  going  to  take  two,  thl.ee,  per.naps
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mo|.e  year.s  for  the  comrades  to  understand  what  the  Colombian  I'ST
is  coming  to  understand  mol`e  and more,  and  wbich  the  great  major.ity
of  the  party  understands  with  complete  clarity:    politics  is  not  what
is  carried  on  in the  cafes,  the  leaders  are  not  those  who  debate  the
best  nor  those  who  write  the  best  theol.etical  articles;  the  leader.s
are  those  who  take  par.t  in  the  class  stl.uggle  and  those  who  constl.uct
a  party  in the  class  struggle.    It  is  going  to  take  time  for  the
European  coml.ades  to  underst;and  this,  and  actually  there  are  no
Argentinians,  nor  hol.des  of  Argentinians,  nor.  thousands  of  Argentinians,
who  could  replace  a  national  leadership.    Nor  are  there  going  to  be
thousands  of  Colombians,  which  the  PST  is  beginning  to  be  in position
to  provide.

That  means  that  we  will  have  to  wait  for  a  pl.ocess  of  matul.ation.
In  this  process  of  maturation we  al'e  going  to  see  not  only  little  splits
like  those  we  have  hadi  per.haps  we'll  have  bigger  splitsi  there  al`e
comrades  who  fall  by  the  wayside.     Thel.e  al.e  coml.ades  who,  pl.ecisely
because  of  theil`  class  char.actel.,  put  their  personal  prestige  above  the
necessities  of  the  party.    There  are  comrades  who  cannot  accept  a
cl.iticism.     Thel.e  are  coml.Odes  who  have  to  t>e  the  main  f igure--or
the  star--otherwise  they  will  break with  the  party.    And  then we  al.e
going  to  lose  these  comrades.    It  is  8  process  that  is  occurring  here
and  which has  occurred  in  other  sectors  of  the  world.    But  within  the
dynamic  of  consolidation  of  development  of  our  tendency.

Thus  comrades,  to  wind  up.    The  attack  that  i8  going  to  be  made
will  be  harsh;  Comrade  Hansen  has  already  announced  it.    We  are  going
to be  pictured before  the  whole  internatioml  as  factionalists,  as
splitters,  as  those  who  do  not  respect  the  centralism  of  the
internatioml,        as  if  we  Should--ve're  not  going  to  do  it--let  all
kinds  of  tendencies  fom  in the  national parties.    This  is  the  attack
that  is  coming.    It  is  an attack that  is  going  to  last  for  a  long  time.
Uhfol.tunately,  at  this  time  there  is  no  country  in  the  world  that  has
reached  a  critical  stage  in  the  class  struggle.    We  al.e  going  to  see
what  happens  to  this  bloc.    We  do  not  ]mow  if  this  bloc  is  going  to
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our  opinion)  the  rise  shifts  to  Iatin America.    Perhaps  no,  if  the
bloc  consolidates  in face  of  the  impact  of  the  class  stl.nggle  it  is
tel.rit>ly  danger.ous.    This  would mean  that  the  fate  of  the  inter.mtional
would be  sealed  if  the  bloc  is  still  in  the  leadership.    And we  do  not
]mow what  i8  going  to  occur  with  this  bloc,  but  it  has  this  gI.eat
advantage:     Now  we  cannot  say:   Let's  discuss  Angola,1et's  discuss
this  or  that  country;  now  thel`e  is  no  critical  pl.erevolutionary
situation  in  the world.
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We  think  that  in Eul'ope  very  sharp  prerevolutionary  situations
are  unlikely  to  appear  in  any  country  in  the  immediate  period  ahead.
FI'om  the  political  angle.  there  are  very  big  control  mechanisms
which  in a  practical  way  al.e  neutralizing  tbe  European  rise.    The
rise  will  continue,  it  is  stl.ong.    In Pol`tugal  something  like  a
par.tial  retreat has  begun:    hence  the  fall  of  Soares.    But  in
genel.al  it  appears  to  us  that  the  contl.ol  organizations  are  so
monstrous  and  so  well  mounted  and  have  had  so  many  years  of
.experience  that  although the  rise  will  continue,  it  is  going  to  take
time  to  bring  down  these  mechanisms  and  put  Europe  or  some  country
in Europe  in  a  situation  of  prerevolutionary  crisis. .  We  believe
that  the  case  of  Portugal  was  to  a  cert;ain degree  exceptional. .because
it  was  combined  witb  the  colonial  revolution  in Africa.

Iet's  see.  at  the  same  time--and  it  would  be  good. had  the
comrades  of  the  United  Secretariat )taken tbe  floor  on  this  in ol.der
to  give. us  their  opinion,  but  they have .not  said  anything--the  rise
tends  to  again  shift  to  IIatin America.    Phere  are  important  signs  of
its  rise  in  Ijatin America;  a  very  deep  crisis,  latent but  close  to
exploding  in  Central  Americai  in .Brazili  ih Peru.

And  we  see  the  Argentine  question,  which  gives  us  the  ixpl'ession
that  the  AI.gentine  proletariat  can be  converted  into  the  vangual.d  of
€±: :::±:t8::::3:r±:tie 8 ¥i±:dtfe::Eta::eh::r¥%:sb:fapcfe:::::Si§y
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rise  to  Shift  toward.our  continent.
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those  that  al.e  the.fastest  and  those  that  al.e  the  slowest.    We  say
the  same.    We  will`8ee  whether  qur  tendency  is .mistaken..   It  will  be
demonstrated  whethel`  with  the  rise  we  break  up,  we  dissolve  ourselves.
Up  to  now  the  contrary  has  occurred:    In those  countries  of  the  world
where  there  has  been  a  rise.  it ;has  been  our  tendency  that  has
advanced  and  it  has  been  the  others  that  have  retreated.    This  is
categorical.    We  think  that  the ;,same  process  will  continue.

Iiikewise  in  the  coming  months  each  and  every  one  of  you  is  going
to  be  systematically  bombarded  by  a  catoaign  on  our  intel.nal  regime.
There  is  going  to  be  a  i;remendous  propaganda  offensive.    Measures
are  not  going  to  be  takeni   I,  too,  am  of ` the  same  opinion:
organizational  measul.es  alie  not  going  to  be  undertake-n.    And  this,
comrades,  poses  a  gI.eat  task  for  our  party  leader.ship:    We  have  to
tl.ain  all  the  cadl.es  of  the  party  as  cadres -of  the  Tendency.
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You  ]mow  that  thel`e  is  a  danger.,   what  Jean-Pier.I.e  said:
That;  we  destroy  cadres:     OK,  roll  me  the  greatest  massacl.e  in
the  destruction  of  cadres  that  I  can  recall  was  the  massacre
committed  by  the  IMP  and  comrade  Jean-Pier.re  in  voting  in
favor.  of  guel.rills  warfal'e  in  Iatin America.    Thus,  coml.ades,
our  errors  can  actually  destroy  cadres,  we  can be  unjust,  we  can
be  mistaken,  we  are  inexperienced.  provincial,  with  a  narl.ow  local
outlook,  not  integrated  in deptb  in the  leadership  of  the  Fourth
Inter.national.    1^/hat  Jean-Pierre  said  is  correct--he  did  not  say
that  this  isolation arose  from  25 years  of isolation imposed upon
us  by  the  "T  systematically  excluding  us  fl.om  the  Fourths  but  this
is  past  history,  still  it  is  history.    And we  run the  risk of
committing  errors.

How  could  we  not  commit  them?    First:     in  this  struggle,  comrades,
t>y  pl'oletarianizing  our party.    That  is  to  say  making  our.  party  enter
the  workers  movement,  getting  the  comrades  to  test  themselves  in  the
workers  movement,  and  going  8o  far  as  to  apply  (Comrade  Haasen  said
that  in the  history  of  the  Fourth he  had never  seen such atrocities)
...so  far  as  to  apply  the  reoommendatione  of  Trot8]qr  when he  said  to
a  sector--let  us  say--youthful,  petty bourgeois,  within the  SUP;  these
comrades  have  to  carry  out  hard physical  labor  in  the  provinces,  and
have  to  win five  workers  in  three  months:  if  they  cannot  win  five
workel`s  in  three  months.  they  have  to  drop  to  the  level  of  syxpathizers
and  be  given  thl.ee  months  more.    If  they  do  not  gain  five  wol.kers  in
thl'ee  months,  they  should be  expelled.    But  this  w88  written by
Trotsky,  of  whom  comrade  Han8en was  8  disciple.    And  he  comes  to  tell
us  that he  has  never  seen atrocities  like  ours  in the  lnterm-ti®nal,
car.amba!    The  problem  is  that  the  SWP  in  its  time  did  not  go  all  the
way  in  applying  such  measures,  but  another  problem  is  that  these  were
Trotsky's  indications  in struggling  against  the penetration into  our
party  of  tnese  rotten,  semilumpen.  coffee-house  student  types,  who.
per.manently  try  to  join up.

Thus,  the  first  measure:    in order  to  carry  on  this battle--which
is  not  only natioml,  but  very  internatiorml--proletal'ianizing  our
party.    Second  measure:    not  to  accept  a  single  attack  against  the
internal  regime  of  the  party.    Not  a  single  one!    The  harder  the
attack  against  the  internal  regime,  the  more  we  have  to  educate
the  international  to  which  the  Bolshevik q}endency  dil-ects  itself  that
tbere  are  no  pl.ivileges  for  candidates,  there  are  no  privileges  for
incorl.igible  faction81ists.  there  are  no  privileges  for  those  who
defend  the  fight  to  form  a  public  faction.    We  must  provide  the
inte]mational  with  a  demonstration.    The  majority,  at  least  the
European ma5ority  is  not  going  to  understand  this  for  a  while.
Because  of  this  I  say  that  it  ig  not  going  to be  easy.    I  do  believe
that  in  Iatin America  we  are  going  to  understand  this  much better..
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Thus  this  is  the  simmary  of  the  situation,    It  is  not  that
our.  tendency  does  not  have  an  analysis;   it  has  one:     it  is  the  one
we  have  posed.     It  is  not  that  we  do  not  have  a  policy.     The  policy
is:     form  mol.e  and more  cadres  around  the  political  positions  and
ol'ganizational  methods  of  our.  Tendency;  pl.epal.e  these  cadl`es  against
an unprincipled  bloc  of  petty-boul`geois  characteristics  which  is  now
in command  in  our  in#:=¥=5:n:lit?ndih:e8±g::ngtfri8gL:Pating±£gre
this  force.  wait.
we  stl'engthen  the  Tendency  the  more  this  development  will  be
I.eproduced  in  the  Fourth  which  Jean-Pierre  had  to  I`ecognize.    With
a  rise  in  the  class  struggle  our  Tendency  went  from  a  small  handful
in AI.gentina  to  an  entire  world  current.    A  new blow  of  the  class
stl'uggle  and  we  will  see  what  happens  in  our  intermational!   [_]
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[Fliom  the   Internal  Bulletin  of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency,  No.   3,   Dec.,19771

TENsljATION

The  Situation  in  the  International  and  Our  Tendenc

This  Internal  Bulletin  of  the  Bolshevik  Tendency  consists  mainly
of  a  seliies  of  documents.     The  reason  for.  this  is  to  give  comrades  a
picture  of  the  new  situation  that  has  opened  up  in  the  Inter.national
aftel`  the  recent  Centl`al  Committee  meeting  of  the  Colombian  PST  and
the  I.ole  played  thel'e  by  Hansen  and  Jean-Piel`I.e,  the  representatives
of  the  United  Secretariat.    We  al`e  not  making  an  e3thaustive  analysis
here,   since the  next  Boletin  de  Pol6mica  Internacional  [Intelinational
Discussion  Bulletin]  will  be  coming  out  soon  and  will  contain  four
items  that  give  an  initial  view  of  the  situation  as  a  whole:
1)  Bal`nes'   repol`t  of  August  1977  on  the  dissolution  of  the  LTF;
2)   Jean-Pierl.e's  I`eport  to  the  PST   (C);     3)  IIansen's  I`eport  to  the
PST   (C)i     4)   Greco's  counter.report  to  the  PST   (C)   CC.

Sevel'al  things  should  be  noted  briefly:     the  recent  CC  of  the
PST  (C);   the  appear.ance  at  that  CC  of  a  faction  headed  up  by  Rical`do
Sanchez,   Gladys   Gimeno,   Gustavo  Vivas,   Jaime  Galaliza,   and  Socol.Ilo
Ramirez  which  broke  with  our  tendency,  which  is  blieaking  with  the  PST(C),
and  which  is  oriented  towards  unification  with  the  Colombian  IjcRi   the
unconditional  alliance  of  Hansen  and  Jean-Piel`re  with  this  faction.
All  of  these  factor.a  have  I.esulted  in  conel`etizing  the  perspective
that  we  pointed  out  in previous  IBs:      the  dissolved  LTF  and  IMT  have
for.ned  an  unprincipled  petty-bourgeois  bloc  against  our  tendency.    This
bloc  has  been  "enriched"  by  the  comrades  who  in bl.eaking  with  our
tendency  al`e  imable  to  put  up  with  our  disciplined,  Bolshevik
ol`ganizational  regime.     The  filist  expliessionsof  this  phenomenon  are
Ijucas  and  sevel'al  others  from  his  glioup  in  Spain,  Ant;onio  of  Venezuela,
and  this  faction  in  the  PST(C).

A  sirmmary  of  our  analysis  of  the  situation  in  the  International
and  our  tendency  is  the  following:

i)     The  dissolut;ion  of  the  LTF  and  IMP  were  the  pl.oducts  of  their
I`espective  political  crises.
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2)     In  ol.der  t;o  respond  to  these  crises  they  formed  a  bloc
against  our.  tendency;   oul`  tendency  has  turned  ou.b  to  be  their  main
enemy,  both  because  of  the  d.ynamics  of  our  development  and  because
our  political  positions  cut  squarely  across  the  positions  that  they
have  defended  and  continue  to  defend,  and  to  which  they  have  not
been  able  to  offel'  an  alternative.

3)    As  has  occurred  I.epeatedly  in  the  history  of  the  I`evolutional.y
movement   (Bammin  against  Mal`x;   Sneevliet,  Nin  &  Co.   against  Trotsky;
the  antidefensists  against  Carm.on;  the  August  bloc  against  Lenin),
the  axis  of  attack  against  our  tendency  is  the  party  regime.    The
accusations  against  us,  and  pal`ticularly  against  Moreno,  stem  fl`om
this.    They  \accuse  us  of  being  maneuvel`ers,  factionalists,  splittel's,
monolithic,  caudillistas,  antidemocl'atic ,  bulieaucl.atic ,  etc.

4)     This  occurs  because  a  bloc  of  this  type,   in  which  an  amalgam
of  diverse  political  positions  exist  (Afl.ica,  Portugal,  Spain,
France--the  SWP  and  Mandelists  continue  to  be  opposed  to  each  other
on  all  of  these  points)  necessitates  a  POUMist-type  intel.nal  regime
in  which  all  kinds  of  tendencies, `factions  and  pelimanent  gI'oupings
discuss  inter.minably.    Any  kind  of  discipline  would  signify  a  breamxp
of  this  bloc,  because  there  al.e  no  pl.incipled  political  agreements
that  guide  the  action  of  the  pal'ties  in  the  International.

5)    Another  factor  leading  to  the  formation  of  the  unpl.incipled
bloc  is  the  ol.ganizational-political  crisis,  which  is  a  pl`oduct  of  the
political  cl`isis  of  the  Inter.national.    Its  cleal`est  manifestation,
among    other  things,  is  the  situation  of  the  FI`ench  LCR--which  was
presented  as  the  IMT  "model"  at  the  last  world  congl.ess.     In his
I.epolit,  Jean-I'iel're  himself  characteliized  the  situation  of  the  French
IicR  as  one  of  "crisis  of  political  leadel'ship."

6)    Finally  moral  issues  were  another  factor  that  caused  this
bloc  to  congeal.     These  were  sel'iously  aggravated  when  Fausto  Amador
was  accepted  as  a  member  of  the  Intelrmtional;   this  collaboratol`  of
Somoza  is  now  held up  as  a  public  leader  of  TI'otskyism  in  Costa  Rica
and  Central  Ameliica  as  a  wh6le.

7)    In  face  of  this  situation  our  tendency  continues,  in  general,
to  develop  and  consolidate--in  spite  of  sevel'al  pal`tial  setbacks  such
as  the  sel.ious  situation \of  the  Portuguese  PRT  and  the  factional
struggle  in  the  Colombian  PST.     This  is  shown  by  the  electoral  campaign



in  Colombia,   t;he  development  of  our  work  in  Italy  and  Spain,
the  advances  in  Venezuela,   and  the  extl`aol`dinal`y  situation  of  the
Argentine  PST  (which  has
struggles  against  Videla
newspaper ) .

8)    As  this  process
forwal.d--for  example,   in
our.  tendency  in  the  mass
proletarianization  of  the

been  in  the  fol`efl.ont  of  the  I.ecent
and  has  doubled  the  press  lurl  of  its

(56/,

of  development  and  consolidation  moves
our  involvement  of  new  sector.s  that  f ollow
movement,   or  the  Bolshevization  and
par.ties  that  we  lead--this  has  corl`esponding

effects  on  ouli  own  tendency,  which  is  veliy  yoimg  and  inexperienced.
The  most  petty-bourgeois  comrades--those  most  inclined  to  place  their
own  role  as  leadel`s  and  their  aura  of  prestige  above  the  intel'ests  of
the  party,  those  who  shine  in  the  ideological-type  factional  stl.uggles
so  characteristic  of  the  sects  of  the  swamp  but  who  cease  to  shine  in
the  daily  work  of  the  mass  movement,   those  most  incapable  of  putting
up  with  our  criteria  of  stliict  Bolshevik  discipline--are  beginning  to
break  with  our  tendency  and  to  join  up  with  the  un:pl'incipled  bloc,
I.aising  the  same  criticisms  of  our.  internal  regime.

For  the  unpl.incipled  bloc  our.  tendency  is  going  thl'ough  a  crisis.
For  us,  however,   it  is  a  cleansing  pl.ocess,  a  product  of  our  develop-
ment  and  consolidation.    PI.ecisely  for  this  Iieason  we  foresee  new
splits  and  conflicts  inside  the  tendency.    But  we  should  avoid
impressionism:     these  problems  must  be  seen  within  the  fl`amework  of
the  extl.aolidinal.y  advances  that  we  have  made  since  1969,   and  which  still
demonstliate  that  we  are  the  most  dynamic  and  solid,  the  most
politically  armed  and  homogeneous  tendency  in the  Intel'national.

9)    The  recent  trip  to  Europe  has  led  us  to  a  mol.e  pessimistic
conclusion  than  the  hypothesis  we  had  had  about  the  situation  thel.e.
If ,  on  the  one  hand,  thel'e  has  been  a  glieat  upsurge,  we  also  find
that  the  big  Iieformist  apparatuses  have  things  very  much  in hand.    The
Pol`tuguese  situation  of  two  yeal`s  ago--which  has  been  reversed  now
that  the  bourgeoisie  has  been  able  to  put  the  wol.kel.s  movement  on  the
defensive--seems  to  us  to  have  been  an  exception brought  about  by  the
relation  between  the  Portuguese  I.evolution  and  the  colonial  revolution
in  Afl`ica.     Portugal,  too,   is  now  an  integlial  part  of  the  European
I`evolution  as  a  whole.     This  leads  us  to  for.esee  that  there  will  not
be  any  sharp  pl'erevolutionaliy  situations  in  Eul.ope  until  a  very  gI`ave
economic  cl`isis  explodes.
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On  the  other  hand,   the  European  leaderships  of  our  tendency
are  I`ather  weak.     This  was  dliamatically  shown  by  the  cl`isis  of  the
Portuguese  PRT,  which  came  about  as  the  result  of  a  series  of
historic  mistakes   (the  failure  to  seize  the  opportune  i;ime  to  cal`ry
out  entrism  in  the  SP,   the  failul`e  in  the  electoral  campaign,   etc.).
This  weakness  of  the  Eul`opean  leadel`ships,   combined  with  the
charact;eristic  of  the  upsulige  in  Europe  that  we  have  described,   leads
us  to  think  that  for  the  moment  we  alie  not  in  a  position  to  put
ourselves  fol`ward  as  the  leadership  of  the  Intelinational.

10)    This  means  that  the  International  is  in  a  burning  contra-
dict;ion.    Thel`e  is  a  crisis  of  political  and  ol.ganizational  leadel`ship
that  makes  it  necessary  for  our  tendency  to  take  over  the  leadeliship
of  the  Fourth.    But  ouli  tendency  is  not  mature  enough    to  assime  this
role.     We  have  to  wait  foli  the  national  leadel`ships  that  we  al.e
building  to  mature,  and  for  new  explosive  upsurges  of  the  class
stl`uggle  to  bring  the  moment  closer  when  we  can  contest  the  leadership
of  the  Inter.national  in  a  concliete  way.

11)     The  reason  for  the  wea]mess  of  the  Eul.opean  leaderships  of
our  tendency,  or  rather.  the  wea]mess  of  all  the  national  leadel`ships
of  our t:3ndency -with  the  exception  of  the  Argentine  PST  and,  to  a  lesser.
degl.ee,  the  Colombian  PST--is  rooted,  above  all,  in  the  absence  of
tl`adition.     The  political  and  ol`ganizational  methods  of  Bolshevism
are  not  acquil'ed  in  one  day,  but  thl.ough  yeal`s  of  activity  in  a  climate
of  rising  class  stliinggle.     The  Argentine  cadlies,  and  to  a  lesser  degree
the  Colombian  cadl.es,  can--and  must--help  out,  must  become  a  part  of
these  national  leaderships-in-formation,  and  take  pal.t  in  the  pl`ocess
of  maturation  of  those   leader.ships.     BUT  TIH]r  CANNOT  SUppljANT  THEM.
Petty  bourgeois  bad  habits,   studentism,   impl`essionism,   and  sectarianism
cannot  be  over.come  by  the  simple  pl.ocess  of  pumping  in  more  expel`ienced
cadres  to  I`eplace  the  national  leaderships.     There  must  be  an
integration,  a  collaboration,  not  the  substitution  of  the  central
leadel`ship  of  the  tendency  and  the  AI'gentine  PST  foil  these  leaderships.

In  Europe  the  wea]mess  is  accentuated  because  the  only  school  that
ouli  comliades  had  befolie  joining  the  tendency  was  the  "T  school,  with
all  its  cafe. discussions,  typical  of  studentism  and  the  swamp,  and
with  few  or  no  ties  to  the  wol.kel.s  and  mass  movement.     They  are  cadl`es
that  al`e  showing  exemplary  self-sacliif ice  and  al'e  assimilat;ing  the
lessons  of  our  tendency  very  quickly,  but  they  must  still  mature  much
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more  to  attain  the  level  of  Bol.shevization  and  pr.oletal.ianization
that  will  tl`ansform  them  into  gI`eat  national  leaderships.

12)     The  conclusion  is  that  we  must  accelerat;e  as  much  as
possible  the  consolidation  of  the  national  leaderships  of  the
tendency,  while  being  conscious  that  nothing  can  replace  the
experience  that  these  same  lead.el.ships  have  to  go  through  to
develop.     The  tendency's  contribution will  basically  be  propagandistic,
tl`ying  to  help  these  national  leaderships-in-formation  to  solve  the
political  and  ol`ganizational  plioblems  they  face.    We  will  not  fall
into  the  federalist  position  of  the  SWP,  and  leave  the  development
c`f  the  national  1eadel`ships  to  chance,  hoping  for  a   "natural"  pl'ocess
to  unfold.    We  will  fight  to  the  de°ath  for  our  line  of  involving
coml`ades  of  other  countries  in  helping  this  development--even  though
there  are  limitations  on  this  due  to  the  wea]mess  of  the  tendency
cad.I`es  and  the  needs  of  the  objective  situation.     But  we  alie  not  going
to  transplant  leaderships  to  build  par.ties  in  other.  countl`ies.    This
is  w]ry  we  say  that  the  task  of  the  tendency  will  be  mainly  propagandistic.
Thus , Revista  de  Ameliica  and the  tendency  documents  for  the  intel`national
discussion  will  have  central  importance  `in  this  process.

13)     The  situation  in  Aligentina  is  such  that  the  AI`gentine  PST
is  begirming  to  gairi mass  influence.    So,  the  development  of  the
Aligentine  PST  is  a  pl`ioliity  task  foil  our.  tendency,  althoijgh  we  must
try  not  to  neglect  the  development  of  the  other  part-ies,  especially
the  Colombian  PST.     Be.cause  of  this,  we  have  decided  to  revelise  the
flow  of  Aligentine  cadl.es  that  have  been  comirng  from  the  country  for
mol.e  than  a  yeali.     We  have  decided  to  send  back  all  the  AI`gentine
cadres  we  can,  whel.e  there  is  no  major  I.isk,   in  olider  to  strengthen
the  PST.

14)    The  process  of  .consolidation  of  the  nat;ional  leadel'ships
that  will  put  us  in  a  position  to  contest  for  the  leadership  of  the
Intelinationa].  will  take  place  mainly  t;]rmough  the  proletaliianization
and  Bolshevization  of  our  leadersl'iip£3  and  parties.     This  process
implies  very  profound  changes,  not  only  methodological  and  political
ones,  but  in  ouli  way  of  living  as  well.     It  means  breaking  all  the
ties  that,.  bind  us  to  the  petty  boLit;eoisie.     This  will  be  a  difficult
process  for  a  tendency  as  young  and  inexperjeTir.,ed  as  ours  is,   and  it
will  lead  to  new  pl`oblems  with  the  comliades  w: ..`  al.e  most  unwilling  to
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become  genuine  pl`oletal.lan  Bolsheviks  and  to  leave  the  atmosphere
of  the  student  sects  behind  in  order  to  set  out  in 'building  pal`ties
of  iron  discipline,   for.ged  in  the  workers  movement  and  the  class
struggle .

To  take  on  these  tasks  and  these  new  pl.oblems  energetically,
to  close  I`anks  behind  the  tendency,  and  to  I`emain  intl.ansigent  in
the  stliuggle  to  the  death with  the  unpl.incipled  bloc  that  is  leading
our  Inter.national,  even pliepal.ing  to  convert  ourselves  into  a  faction.
THESE  ARE   THE   BASIC   TASKS   OF   EACH  AND   EVERY   ONE   0F   TIE   COMRAI)ES   OF   OUR

B0IisHEVIK  TENDENCY.


