cEXInm

FEB6 w8 FEB6 gy

b ‘Hvl‘ 1: . U .
To waun 1t may concern,

mnclosed find some :aterial on the di.cuw::ion nuw guing
on anmong Farmworizer supuiurters over the uniovn lead.rship's
attitude tuward tine Marcos regiise in the iniliipines.

ihe Chavez vwimary is uvfficdéal union materialxyx mailed
out from their vifice, sv is public kncvwiledge and can be publibhed.
~“ne other letters are for y.ur inZormation, but not for '
publication.

I've given a couy c¢f these to Harry Ring. A friend of mine
nere in San Francisco (where I'm now campaigning) g .ve me this
macerial. l'lease leave off the names I have crosced vut if you
reprcduce this.

Hegards,

/ﬂszifirf(

Fred Halstead



United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO

Northern California Boycott

746 Divisadero St., San Francisco, CA 94117 phone 567-1562

November 3, 1977
|
)~ /

Enclosed please find two copies of the state eyé/:;ich
Cesar. issued following his trip to the Phil ip\mes. I
hope that it helps to answer any questions which ITU
members in the different chapels may have ahout Cesar's
trip. I also asked Susan Senger if she knew why some

of the ITU people (yourself inciuded) were not receiving
the newsletter regularly. She said that she would check
with you about it, and that the answer might be to keep
the ITU 1list separate from the rest of the mailing list,
so that we could be gure that the ITU mailing goes out
each month in good order. I will continue to work with
Susan to make sure that the ITU members receive their

newsletters. Thanks for everything.,.

Dear

Viva la Causa! __——-

//'.x’/ Lttt ;—'{/Q__)

Michael Johnson



SUMMARY OF REMARKS BY CESAR CHAVEZ
October 15, 1977

Delano, California

There are two issues surrounding my visit to the Philippines: what

I did and saw while I was there; I can, of course, answer those
questions mysclf and I will try to do that. The sccond issue con-
cerns criticisms of the Philippine government. Many who wrote me
last August wished to place the burden of answering these charges

on me. I am not. an expert on the Philippines. I don't want to be
put in the position of defending allegegations about the Marcos re-
gime, and I can't and don't want to be a spokesman for the Filipinos
or their present government. For this reason I invited representa-
tives from labor and peasant groups to be at thke meeting.

I went to the Philippines because of the Filipino farm workers who
play an important role in the farm workers union. Since the begin-
ning of the Delano Grape Strike in 1965, I have pledged to them that
I would visit their homeland to learn first-hand of their culture,
history and people. I have planned to go in the past and have can-
celled those plans because of oneé or another emergency in the union.
Last spring, on my return from a visit to Mexico, I went into an
election campaign in the Coachella Valley. There the Filipino mem-
bers noted my visit to Mexico and asked me about the Philippines
once again. I decided to go and made definite plans for the trip.

Before I went I set several objectives: I wanted to visit labor and
peasant organizations and meet with their memberships and leaders,
see the agrarian reform program and study agriculture in general. I
also met with delegates from many nations attending a seminar on col-
lective bargaining sponsored by the United Nations' International
Labor Organization. During the trip I met with leaders of most of
the major labor organizations and nearly all the peasant groups. In
17 days, working 14 to 16 hours per day, I visited 13 Philippine
provinces and spoke to thousands of Filipinos.

I was extremely impressed by the Filipinos' friendliness, hospitality
and integrity, and by the many commonalities between the Mexican and
Filipino pcoples. I was moved by their commitment and purpose as

they try to solve the many serious problems they face. I was also
amazed by how strongly they felt about our union's modest efforts to
serve Filipino farm workers in the U.S. and by how well known the
American farm workers struggle is in the Philippines. We made many
friends with the farm workers and with other workers and their leaders.

A few days after I arrived in the Philippines, I met with President
Marcos. In a private exchange, we discussed elections; Marcos said
he would call for free national balloting. Following our meeting,
Marcos met with a visiting declegation from the U.N.'s ILO; I also
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was present. There he publically restated his decision to have clec-
tions. I thanked him for that statement and said I thought it would
be welcome news in the U.S. At that meeting, our union was presented
with a certificate of appreciation for its work with Filipino farm
workers here. Before receiving the certificate I conferred with the
leaders of the Philippine labor and peasant movement who counseled
our union to accept it.

The same day I met with Marcos 1 also granted an interview to a
Bernard Wideman, who said he was a correspondent with the Washington
Post. I told him I had praised Marcos' commitment to hold elections
and repeated to him what labor and peéasant leaders had told me.

Wideman's July 29, 1977 article in the Post sparked confusion and
concern among some of our church friends. I want to set the record
straight: I did not praise martial law. I did praise President
Marcos' call for elections and certain government programs I visited.

I have received three types of letters regarding my Philippines trip.
Some letters express concern and request information on the visit.
Others raise criticisms or objections to the trip. §6till others
attempt to blackmail the union by threatening us for having made the
visit. We value the support we have received and this is our response.

[

f:United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO
La Paz, Keene, California 93531
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«41 ) Form doriers Assistance Colttee
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~ Pear cavbocrs and lslakd

I recedved the letter which contained Cossr Chevez! stated peasons for his recent mctions
fn the Philiopines, which included sccepting @ presidential apprecistion award from the
pight wing 2fetutor Ferdinand Marcos und nmaking some favorable recarks on sone of tie mw
giluels policies, The argumenks in the Chavez summry are not convincing to ne, at least,
and open up as wany questions as they atierpt to answer. ~ '

This incident iz not the only i‘m.w which has disturbed ue ahout recent trends in the
Farm Workers Union, Amother is the purging and the pediaiting of non~farmworker volunteer
Mativisis who had dong 9o much to help keep the UFY alive Wwough some tough years.

1 heve been in assistenge work for the Fap: Vorkers since the very begimning, quite decply
in the early yeurs and to & lesser, yet compistent, extent over the past fews To ne, tix
UFW represented the est in the American lsbor ;ovament, I hold a low opinion penerally
of the business wmionkmm that prevails overwhelmingly in Amsrdcan labors The Uri emerged
as ona of the axcoptionsw=it had social vision vhich extended far beyond the confines of
the narrow Gompersian trudition, It sed to be an important aloment in developing an
effective movenant of social fce to coutar the insanity of our predetory capitalist
systess But now it sesms that the UFW is fast going the way of all unlon flash in this
country and avpesrs littls different from the usml opportunistic, wesucratic busines

_ unionlsue In some ways worsee As much mg 1 detest the mmn, I don't know if even Georpe
toany hes sccepted a mednl Lyom ony fascist dictutor, I submit a mmber of clippings
which pay be of intarest to the Gomaitiewe | B

1, THE MARCOS IWCIIENT. While Chaves ey net heve nrelsed mactisl law, his letier says:
n tnise Pres Harcos' call for elections and certain prourams I visited,” What
doge this mean? Uith a dictator like lavcos, commitiment to "free electior! hold as inch
wataf as the pr . of lan ?“Imn in wndetlu‘m dgﬁt:m in Sﬁﬁ’gﬁ‘m Ry
aeaning ' Wit progreus .y ve torshin, apo can dig up
some points to try to mtz it, Mm;ot the truins to run on time and dreined
the swamps, Hitler built 3 and the Volkewugene~the paonles! car. Many neive
touriots guided tours of Stalin's lussiz and came may lmpressed, hy cyewash, Line
coln Steffens went and seids "I have seen the future and It works,” at a ting that Stue
1in vas butchering and inoeyxceruting millions of peasants in his forced coliectivisatian
progranse The lattereday seshers of the Big Rogk Candy “ountein retum from Comanist
“hina singing sll kinds of peaises of one of the nogt totalitarian sccisties in the
world--wsongly temsd soeialist~-end really as aloss to “rweil's id8L as any sountry
¢ get In the complete contaol of its oft y by its suling hil s S0 such fave
orable abservations mesn little in the total context. I refer vou to Tom tcber's serice
in the nicla about the Philipoines, particularly the enclvsed climing for dove 18,
vhere he s wat & hellhole it is {or the pensunts, who lead llves similar to
those of the desperate mehogany-cutting slaves of the MNexdcan Chfispes in D. Brewen's
Jungle novel, The Rebellion of the ‘enged,¥

‘Chavex talks of his relations with Filipino lahr and pessant "leuders", o are tiese
.deadars? Please note the enclosed article, "Filipino lorhers Resist lurcos Hepression’,
vin the Ueu of Uet, 22, 1977« It would Been unliiely thut anr truly iniependat
{ labor leadd 11d urge Chaves #0 accept eny kind of euard fron .wrcos, The article tells
rof the forced dishanding of lahor organisations in the Islands, the jJailing and harassiunt
of unionists, end the anning of strikes to tmhke the econonic cliimte “attractive’ for
favestment by foreign (mostly Americsn) corpormte interestse The stowy talks mbout the
only permiggable tradic union hody, The Trade vnion Congress of the "hilipplies, as"dise
tingulshed mainly for its ali=out support of the jguvernuent!s antielahor policias,t Are
then these "union leoders™ from organizations something akin to :litlee's and ‘ranco's
labor fronts or the company unions of iiremhmevis state capitalist repine in the USIR? o
are tiese Just frishtened people wiw say such things to try to save their own sking from
Incarcerution? It would scom thet any independent tiwde wni nodl tants in tie i1

B




pines would now ¢ in prisun, dead, or c::mdunq e carcing in o or another of the
guerrilla arnfes pooplng wp to throw off Narcos® stifling voho,

The enclosed Wid wagezine article of LL/RW/T7 tells of a critic of ihe trip who “allegal
that “huvesz' Shaen uas politicaleeto tarshal supiort ameny vro=urces Filipinos insid
and outside the UiW in time for unfon elactions this fall," If this opinion has any
basis, it would selu: Choveg? actions even more wnconscionsbla, - It would not become a
;agmr of Chavez “using® Harcog for hiis own ends, as much as {t allows a gpester benefit

FA& the tyrant of sanila to provide soma biut.y for nis reging in the outside world,
As & long=tinme disciple of the famous nonwviolence, Johandas K, Gardhi, it
is & gria irony thut Chervez would acaept for renson a citation from an autocrat who
rules hig society with o loaded gun, Ow imagine Gandhi ever accepting an
avapd fyam the Spritish mrial sulers of +ndime
The enslosed Ini 1 artlcle of 10/17 says that uhen outgoing UFW Executive
Board member ip Vare: jed to protest at the recent UFY convention about 2

representative of the Jurces dictatorship belng invited to address the convention (§)
ha was not allowed Lo speaks The article further says that "Chuvez eplained that Vera

. Crus was not allowsd to Palk 'beosuse he wes coing to ingult our guest,'® ihat the mu
Matappuudtomimdmumiwuasmdthemmnwtemobjcct
such o smelly sitwation #m end {8 allowed no voica? I have uet Grother Vera “rus, a
thoughtful, orinsipled snd hi cted trade unionist,who now secms to coudt for
less then sons fascisk thug fxon Yarossland, The thole setier plainly stinks,

W mumsommauunmmwmemmuummz

madioel non-farmosker voluntecrs whe have done so much to help the 1 on gur~

ﬂwwnmwmruunm Withowt the theusands of young 1e who heve

Bated s yonr w00 v iisk Joresy mbiocal UK bovostt diteckte, repigned 0 JRotest
yeas ones ons )

m'-msmnozwmm&a. 4 ’

But 1 let t pass thane

| according to the of 9/eh/17 (mm) in an articls "UFW on Road
to aumu Untonlu" Chwu liatenant wos quoted s smying that
vhen the union wa ulg fta Californis grapes and lettuge, "we took in
“everyons and anyons whe would e “vmu Min!mmu’totmmfor
thoirmmo-u. Wo now say i any Se.0¢b, coses in with his mpautimlornoclal
agnuhmdcrl uunu -m :m!m,ﬂmwewxnkmhhmo

1 e ree with the mlyu ttuys #1f the purpose of this was simply
to ingrease the role ¢ tanksand=-fils firn workers in the adainisiraet twof the uni-

on's sctivities and in the detexmination of union policy, thaen it might been & pro-
gressive step, Ot all the signs indigate that Chaves and “rossuan ave “lum a sipl
puge to ingsulste farn worhess from idess mors mxmmw«um' .

It 1s teue that no outsidelshould tail sny unfon how to run its-af alrgy that should ewsis
nate from the runkmd tiu of the union lm y instrugting their officers en what polie

cles they want them to carry oute Hst theve mthlng wrony with eljeiting commuiity
support either viwn needed, rmmlmimmmam in UFW sumort pro=
Jects, 1 oan weill mmntumxmmmmwmmm“muum
pntue!plt\od hy t.rut.lm the YW u sbordinats extension of their own politics, fancy-
wmm mu ® of the working class, and making of thame
anstmj«itvofﬂmstmm
mﬁuﬂl radicals 1 found to be nlthu tirelass and dedicated workers, whatever

their particularst political orientat who asited for na specinlf fevors and vho were
satisfbwgied vith seeing tha UFW oall its own poliqy shots in the variqus projests.

The UFW, although much stronger now than ever, is not erdirely in the clear yet. In

the bntths ahead with the mighty powerful agribdminess intarests thay may atill n.ed
considerable sormumity help. Whers sre they poing to got sup-orters ss equally committed
as the severnl generations of redicals who once populated the farm Workers scene? Irom
pro=iurcos suporters? Fro: the multi-nationals whose investuents larcos is woolng to
the Phiuppkm by crushing all sutonmous labor and peusant movements? We think not,
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A fow years ago, 1 was am @ food oarmvan to a UW strike ares--i don't remenber now
whether it wes in the Salinos or Sun Jommquin Velley ares. hwere wes an cevening realiy
to highlight the w:ckend In which uoralesjenerating shout.m 45 foctstanping and slogan
chanting ware part of the festiyitles. Uhen the me of C sar Chaver was mentioned

g8 tidel vave of checriig wend up like to some demi=god beyond all criticism. Unbridled
fdoljprye It frightanad me to see soneciw, regardlegs of talents and dedication, man

trea nayodmﬂtummdtobcammﬁcmdz union of ordirury mon and
woen, From what I hear, Cheves has done othing to dissuads this kind of largersthan~
life herowwarship. ‘lhh type of phemonsnon can the door to uny salfeserving dame
goguse e don't need any more oopse am reninded of a qubte from !tichmel
Zalanin, noted 19th century [Mﬁlt revolidionary and ‘thinkers “lothing is as dengarous
to o men's perecnal moxmlity ss the hebit of comanding.®

Eugens Victor Debs,; welisitnown exrly 208h contury trude union and socialist figure,
who hinself was theml et of consfderable popular ndglntion, recognized the danger
of this uhen he suids '11 ars looking for 8 [bses to lend you oyt of the capitalist
wudu-mu will atay yhere you ares I would not 1cad you inde this prome
MMM“IMMdmmmcucmmMM“

mmmwrmm Unjon §s strong enough to weather this "oult of persone
ality® surrouning its president und be an independent damcrutic entity controlled ly
its members from below, itls hard to saye It scems for now that the wbole union Astruce
ture is subordimated to t.hc, ﬂ:ﬂrim&a doninance of ens parsonw=not @ healthy situstia.
(X waie this obserwation a3 8 person Whe o m wm > although I
iike to think I kepht '

mhuummuumm mt.-o mh,m\w. :
w ’! idern,
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In the meortine, xmmméﬁpm'mmmtwn&um' noninel Mem
Ej_g;gn A--'“m coemittes of SATU Looml.#21, A faw nonkhs ago I dic , -
Teagm aasist in putting out the Larmvorier lgoal
%a:tﬁ:. mg{tmm W?‘Mtzaﬁn aasimgcmwm_ 4
#o mysclf from "1f obbegfocl thay cun do a good sory:
comittes, fine. Mx:%,m o , |
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 sadly, yet in goatinudng struale,



