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Dear Jack,

Enclosad you'll find the draft outline for the projec-
ted theses on th2 world political situatior for the next con-
gress, I'm awaiting your comments.

Fraternally yours,

é/ LC‘(. K" 2
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Le= Jhe end ol tuc postwar LoOw,e yrailtebtive aggravation of crisis

0L cupltoelisi - nesources and ECS¢TVcd‘;%r siLop-gap solutions of so~-
clal and politicel crises ure re uced - vidss siluggle and invernatio-
nal wsE oo, ebicion suceubtucte - Jdeclogical illusions and myths supe
portsd by boom, &spe i western working cluus and lower micdle classes
loose prhmuwad credilility

2o~ hature of 1U74-75 recession ard subsegquent upturn - longwterm de-
prussive trsud - Reasgons of economic and social nature - No overall
solution et suord and mediua-terw for international capitalism: the
dilemma: iniluiion, depression, stagfletion.- +‘he partial reactions

tried: css«ult oun workers standard of living and social rights; iuten-
sified lduGLUuié%Bﬂl_&egﬁzﬁi;i%%_%;&ﬂgﬁ? of unemployment); transfer
currency manipulations
of cupicul to areas wita lower wages;vrestructuration of world mar-
of ngne or _ca 8 N
ket; cartellisaiion; p -otect on ¢ entia ange i stagnation
m——— - - . .

and countroetd ; T tYace; vhe Tone  class struggle.

3e— +he biuygest danger for capitalisms coincidence of dcwnward trend
of ccounomy and of incrcased strength of working class and labor move-
ment - Fundamental difference with 1929-33 period, easpecially in We
Lurope - Lorv nuunced Ior USA ard Japen - Nevetﬂﬂalegl, generally
working cluss undefeated and in process of slower or meore rapid radi-
culization, in functien of specieific cenditioms i each area - Under
these circumstances, first baleamce sheet of 1974-4% smployers' offen-
sive agaiuct labor: novhere succeeded in infliciing decisive defeat
o werking cluss - Degree of succesful resistance (and counter—attack)
depeads upon combination of level of organaiation and consciousness,
xeExghkxatxrxiprmixk degree of control oi traditignal bureaucratic

apparwtus, weight of workers vanguard and capacity for mass sponta-

neous responge - ‘
Cg%adnxgﬁiﬁ>
{o- volitieulerisis of iuterndationsl cu: 1tallan function of inter-

v 1I) and of unfgvorsable c..pital/labor
ountries make it very hard s if not

national fac

relationcuip ciforeces in most c
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impousible to opt for "rauical' uo‘utions, ¢ither in "reformict  .o)Hu
luar “ront seuse (New Leal), or in dictutorsiip X autoriterian scnse
(wekness tbypfascist mass base at this stage, vigorous reactions of
messes in iunctloi of memory etc.) rPolitical hesitations of bourgeoi
(racdical
sie between¥"showlown" aumt confrontation line towurds labor and line
of relying essentially on reformlstg\to solve crisis especially clear
Spain,
in countries like Italy, Yrance®ritain, Germany, but also present
in Japan, USA, Canada. Ob ectivo explanations for these hesitations.
i Clubly olidd Gadoilon Coctel ol ot Zl Ll b s
. pltalxsm not "purely" economic &nd mmkmmmk prellates
nd of postwar boom. Long-term effects of radicelisation of the six-
- ties, May 68 @nrning point in capitalist Europe, New relationship

of social forcés. Growing overall challenge of all bourgeois social

’*ions and ideological values, not enly in redicalized sectors of

wo*king claaa, but alao mi women lib movement, ecological movement,

&&wlﬂﬁda culturdxrﬁﬁ artistic dﬁntestation. atc, Weakness of bourgeois coun-~
tur-orfensive (antxwmarxisn. new philosophers, "human rights") in ligl

of econom;c crishs. Disastrous role of reformism and stalinism in

helpin that counter—oftonsivt cannot offset for the time being objec:
- \~_§§ggi2%“,//
tive results of deep allsidedvsocial cocrisis,

_stage in cz;ais of intarnational imperialist system, both through
éigtne of capacity of US imperialism to play rgle of world gendarme
of impvrtaliam. and through change in international relationship of

forces whicﬁ stimulates liberation movements in othsr purts of the

Arap world
Africa; in longer term also/Latifi-Amsrica,and South-East Asia).

world (in the firat stage e:glfiirica - FPortuguese colonies - Souther
7.~ Causes and nature of US wibhdrulgédl and relative "disengagement" -
Vitficulties for substituting new '"collecvive" gendarmes for former
role of US imperialism: difficulties for Jepanese and W. German (Eur
psan imperialisk) to associate itself directly in large-scule milite

ry counter-revolutionary operations - hevertheless first attempts
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crceuses possibility for subjective conyuest of organizutional and
political independence of workin, class from int.r-class populist
politics - hNew stuge of upcurge of colonial revolution unavoidable,

III The cricis of the bureaucracLM %W yww

Aot -
1I.="The nature of the burcaucracy and state in UsSR, China, mastern

kurope in the light of the 20 yeers since .Xth Congress of CPSU and
15 years since Cultural Revolution strikingly confirms correctness of
traditional trotskyist approach. Yn the one hand non-capitalist natu-
re: no confirmation of restoration of capitalism mx, incapucity of
“"gtate capitalisngid‘fﬁfésee'évents and dangerous political conseguen
ces of optimg in favor of such charasterisations (fckwwww maoist
theoriesl)s. On the other hand total incapawity of self-reform of bu-
reaucracy.
12,~ Kevertheless, duration of bureauorat;c regimees poses problem,
Combination of instab;litiTEhd rai&tive continuity, kxplanation: com-
tination of relative superiority compored to capitalism (especially
in light of capitalist crisis), end subjective difficulty for prole-
tariat to massively rise on paliticel field end with political pro—
pamme, Lonug-term diseatrous effects of staliniQ”;aég¥§giéghiﬁiﬁIIti
sation of working class and lack of alvernative programme - Continui#
of murxist cadre and marxist thought broken, diificulty for working
class to roconstruct merxist cadre on ite own ~ Characteristics and
contrzdictions of infcllectual oppasition ("dicaiusnts')e
154~ Objectivelrﬁ of future political revolutvion become
niore¢ clear. Lxperiences of Ik, Germany 1953, Hungary 1956, CBSR 1968
en¢ since, roland 1956-1970 and since, China since 1964 make possible
more procise programme of political revolucion, Universal application
of such a progrusnme for all countries wRoere bureaucracy rules and
cuianot be removed by rcforms\fmts of thel{ programme,
14,-- The concrete rEXERXWINME process ol transformation or present
autoromous wvrotust movements by intoellectuuls, opproessed nacionali-

tics, workerxxikemmmrrsy ;outh, workeers (to-murrow unuwoubtedly also
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women) intc a unified wovemcntl for overthrow ol burswucratic ruale
Jeo bu imresecu'in deviuil, Zut serics Oﬁ‘¢kuuu Wi cigriticsat: iapér-
tuice o polivization or working clacs p-OtOSt movemgnts; importauce
and yquth -
of muraist (cozmunist) trends among intellectualddissidents; s ENEr im-
postuace of self-udminictretive and self-mancgemernt cemands among
oppressed nationclities and women etcs Key importance of socialist de-
mocracy oiad function of xax dewocratic slogans at present stage.
15.~ Intertwining of orisis of capitelism and crisis of the bureuaucrac;
Counter-revolutionary role of the bureaucracy on a world scale - Fuuc-
tion of peuaceful cocxuistence and "dbtente" policies - Ubjective busis
of these policies and Xim their limitation -~ bureaucracy fears impact
of mounting socialist revclution in West - Intertwining of that re-
voluivio. and of political revolution in bureaucratized workers stutes
Attitude towards war danger a&s a brake upon social revoluiionsry deves-
#opuents (myth of “superpowers”) and as a real threat ufter defeats
of internationsl proleteriat -~ Real contesntyg of defsnce of Soviet
Union ag:inast imporialism (Lo front of war, danger ¢f restoration
of capitalisﬁjrhdt/“iaeological united front" with bureaucricy agains

human rights).

IV She cricsis

' - R ; )
Traditional lator movement takan by surnvise by M gravity of crisis
of capitulism, imparialism and tha tureisucracy. Programmatically un-
nrs-arad to coma up with r=221 solutions, borged down in trsditional
class collaboretionist routines. ¥ut very zravity of crisis submits
it to dual contradi torv pr -esure: magses lock for a re icel way out
of tha crisis through 8 noliticul breakth~-ugh of traditional .orkzars
pertiss; bourgeoisie warts to us2 th:ss partiss as last-sdgnd tranch
for saving ita system unier on’ tions of mass unslsaught »f u»orn it.
Blini alley of reforpism uniar con:itions of 3conomic stegnation &rd
idscline +~ith ni3 A%Mﬁﬁ??iﬁﬁzauwn staniar. of living of pnrolstariat

instz::d oY ne even mili r:forms makaf this cont ad tion =211 the

mor8 axp osiva (ax¥mplifi2d in th’ “risis of ¥r:-nch Umion o~ the

Ieft/.é«w%ucaakomw 7 e Mﬁm&mdﬁw%
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A hictoric .l oppo. funisy cfor the Fele, sor vuil ding me. 8 r soiutiocuary
parties.
184~ The crisis of mucvisw in the light of the cownfall of the "gang
of four" und of the "thrce worlds tieory" - Yhe crieis of maoism in
Chins - the crisis of the maoist purties in the capitzlist countries
the counter-roevolutionary balance-sheet of maoism in Africa, Yortugal
Latin-imerica - Uesintegrative trends in rmaoist orgsnizations -~ The
"gounter-uodel" for victorious socialist revolutions and building of
real workers stutes which the IFFeI. upholds ageinst maoister theories
and myths,
19.~ The crisis of truditional truade-unionism, especlally in the light
of the chunged economic situation, Trade-union burcaucracy disarmed
before iceological employers! offensive (High wages responsible for
inflation and for low profits which lead to unemployment) - Lrade-unio
bureaucracy unable to organdse serious consistent resistance against
pructical eumployers' offensive.e But strength of working class detere
mines strong pressure towards such resistancey in spite of lack of
consistant response of bureaucrats - vifferenciation of burequcracy
under muss pressure - As long as absence of revoluiionary mass par-
ties does not allow for overall political sltermative credible for
broad musses, trade-unions tend to substitute themselves nilly-willy
to workers parties as main avenues for resistance against emplyers
gconomwic and political offensive - Italian and Sritish balance-sheet,
probuably also Spain - Similar, although slower trends in W, Germany
and USAe~ Our policy towards bullding of clzass struggle tenceucies in
side TeUe
20e~ The crisis of unew centrism - new centrism born out of mass radi-
ycalization of sixties and relastive weakness of revolutionary marxis
orgiuizutions, New centrism wavers between sectariznism snd opportunis
udaptation to traditional apparatuesea..whe Fortuguese bulance-sheet,
ihe Itelion balance-sheet. Lhe collapse of the "new left" in the USA.

The collapse of the wutonomous fidelista current in Latin-America. kis
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toricel lessons to b drawu frow the crisis of now centrisum,

V The building; or the Fe.ie

&le~ +he historical ¢ o:l of the FeIl. - Mass rovolurlonery purtics end
seli-orginization ol the wo king class -~ Soviets and venguard party -
the overall social crisis and the multidimenzional tren: bpth of
seli-organization (not only in factories!) and of the revdlutionary
party (not only workers) - *he struggle for a proletarian revolutionae
ry pJarty capsble of leading the toliling masses by political and demo-
crgtic means (political hegemony inside the class andw its al-
lies) ~ Whe world historic functiou of the Fel. and the audacity of
our projeet explains im part the relative clowness of our suecess? fhe
key function of a qualitativz leap forward of working class conscious-
ness in corrblaeivﬁFHiEﬁwfﬁgﬁérowth of the revolutionary partye
224- Bince May 68 steady growth of the F,I, which, without having ta-
ken spectacular forms, means a qualitative change from the pre-1968
situation: intermcdisry stage bstween pure propaganda groups and revo-
lutionary mass parties - capacity of initiative in the mass struggle -
Examples - Subjective difficulties for understanding both opportunities
and limitaeticns of new stage bhave created many difficulties, both in-
ternsl and extermal, for m % with taasks of new period.
Fels heas succestulﬁy overcome these difficulties, in spite of serious
mistakes and shoxtcomings,
23+~ Key question: steady build-up of cadre end of politically trained
militants with growing intervention in mama struzgles, cspecially in
working class (trade-unions and factories) - dialectics of cadre buile
aing and implantation in the preletarian musges - TeUs influence and
policical influcnce - problem of central political apparition of party
(election campaigns, press, propaganda material, ldeologlcsl debate
incide t .o lubor movemeut, conquest of intellectuasl weight etc,) and
of creditilisy in function of leading role in partial struggles— How
are¢ the mein FeI, parties ito-day seen by the broad working class van-~

guard? - How should they be seen in the process towards building of
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revolu loupry mass poartics?
2h 4~ houasiiere is the o ovolu io.xry party wirvealy "defirnite® in its
oripunizational contour® what exist ic the p_ogrammc, the cadre builte
upon the programmc, ane initial records (successges, purticl successss
and Bxxk p.artial fuilures) of mass intervention: by that cadre on
the basis of that record. Historical significance of regroupment:
the definite contour of the party will result frou the combination
cf three processes: the organié growth of the present sections; fu-
sions with other organisations cleiming to be revolutionary (esp.
claiming to be trotskyist) which might or might not be accompunied by
selectivm splits; fusions with spld%s from the mass parties, Condi-
tions for a principled attitudi towards these processes,.
256~ liational and international orgenization of the proletaxrian van
guard, The theoretical and practical roots of the need of a world
partye The internutionalist essence of trotskyism and of the F,I.
What an intcrnationul organigation has to be and can be under the
present rclutionship of forces inside the labor movement - What we
Eamxxxiiwx® have achleved, what we can achieve, and what we will
achieve in the future in that respeot -~ Iaternational dsuwocratic
centralicn is not Kominternism, neitier in its Zimovievist nor in
its ~talinist (desenrated) version - But fkmim neither is it a looze
federation of nationalipmpmikkwixmikk parties -~ No room for "national-
trotskyism”" in the present world - Buillding of the F,I. i:s not the
bullding of an international faction, but the building of an interna-
tional purty - The world historical importence for a successful buil-

Paisve "
ding of the F.I. as a world party.



