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14 Charles Lanc
New York, N.Y. 10014

October 17, 1977
Baroda, Indila

Pear Magan,

I just received your letter of September 26, and am higjy
to hear from you again, T will check with Pathfinder about
your literature requests, and will let you know what we cun do,
and I will pass on your request about the Marx biography to
George Novack. But I also wanted to write you a personal note
about a8 gouple of points,

T knqw from reading your internal bulletin that you werc
consideripg a schogl ‘together with the RBC group, and that
there wag 8 dispute in the CL @ver this. T don't want to gct
involved in that dispute, angd particularly not in the organic.-
tional aspects of }t, but there were a few questions that canc
to mind about your educatiopal pyogram, as it relates to groups
like the RBC. A e

' I remember something about the RBC from my discussions
with them @ couplg of years ago. As I recall, they considered
themselves Trotskyists, but their basic orientation at that
time wasg tp‘do'no¥hing. gxcept study theory. They were begin-
ning with basic theory. After this supposed theoretical ground-
ing had taken place ¥he¥‘W§FG going to study the history,
egonomics, sqcial'a&rugtu;q‘apq pelitics of Indka. Only after
this was all completed == apd it could takc o long time —-
would they be in a poaition to consider what to do in India.
Perhaps they have changed; I hope so, becausc thelr position at
that time was certainly stepile, People with that outlook

have never §n history built a revolutlonary party, and never
will. For us, eduga{ipn is lipked with, and is designed to
prepare for action, J L '

I have encountered people like the RBC of two years ago
in the USA apd elsewhere. They are often attracted to study-
ing the more difficult yorks o3 Marx, such as the Grundrisse,
as well ag writers such'ss Gramsci and Lukacs and others of
this school that New Left Review has done a lot to popularizc
ip left intellectyal cliyclep, Most of them strike me as
pseudo~intellectuals, whose pretepse to learning does not
measure up to thejr real knowledge, and who in any case are not
equipped fo offer ys lessans on politics.

1



H !

It occurred to me, from your literaturc order, Lo 5.
CL was considering a study of some of the wrilcrs oi the
New Left Review school or of Monthly Revicw in order to
to deal with arguments raised by some peoplc outside: oite nisv
ment -~ perhaps from the RBC. Of course, we have to anoo v
their arguments, just as Trotsky and Lenin and others had o
do in similar circumstances in their day. But personally,
I don't think that this is a priority item in the long-tori
educational needs of our parties.

I3

The question of our educational needs 1s a question f
political priorities. Our main need is to develop in all
comrades a baslc understanding of our political program,
and an understanding of how to put it into practice undcr
current day conditions. This is the continual need in parvty
educational programs. Once comrades have achieved this basis
understanding, they are of course in a position to go cn to
further study of the more difficult Marxist works; and thoy
are also better equipped to answer the various anti-Marxict
currents and deal with the semi-Marxist pseudo-intellectual:.
But I think that this is more a matter of individual study,
rather than a main priority in party classes.

Some individual comrades -- most of whom ore¢ not intel-
lectuals, and are not going to become intellectuals -- may ncoi
feel they are in a position to answer all the arguments of the
pseudo-~intellectuals who claim to be Marxists. A few education-
als in the CL may help to equip our comrades to handle this
problem; and those who want to go on to further study, can do
so. The main point, though, is to answer the New Left Review
types on the political level: on what to say in the class
struggle and on what we propose to do to build a revolutionai:
party, versus their general tendency towards doing nothing.

We can also win people from groups like the RBC. We wili
win them primarily on the basis of what we are and what we
can offer. We are a political party; we participate to the
best of our ability in the class struggle, and continually
attempt to apply Marxism to the specific problems of the day.
Within  the party, and on the basis of agreement wilh the
basic character of the party, there is room for ull sorts oi
differing views on theoretical questions. But any theory
that justifies inaction is not Marxist, no matter what else
it says; and any theory that rejects building the Trotskyist
party is not Trotskyist. I think this is a kcy point to get
across in our educational program and in our attitude towards
other groups. .



All of this, however, presupposes thuot thoe pacty i
carries out continual education of its menbers throuagh o o
led and party-organized classes, suited to party noceds. 17
comrades, especially young comrades, have a thirst for b
ledge. That is all to the good, and everyone should bao cne
to read widely and to read all points of vicw. But the mein
responsibility of the party, as a party, is to provide o j.oo!

If this educational need is not filled, if continual pacty
education is not carried out, then there is a danger that
some comrades may be disarmed in fuce of thce pseudo-intalloct
milieu that has nothing to say about real Marxist politic:s
that is, what to do in the class struggle.

I'm sorry I got so long-winded on this point. I'm sur.
you are taking up the same points in your discussions thearco.
But this 1is an area of party activity that I'm concerned
about, having once been the SWP educational director. I'm
enclosing a short article I wrote in that capacity a few yoar:
ago. I'm sure you receive the education bulletins with the
various guides to Marxist education that we have put cut.
These can give you a more concrete idea of what our education

programs are like.
L L *

I was somewhat disturbed about the note you wrote con-
cerning your health and financial responsibilities. 1 thoug!.:
that some of the suggestions that Jim raised would have been
helpful.

Two things occur to me. One 1is the need to develop the
capacity of other comrades besides yourself, to reise funds
for the party. Until this can be done there will not only be
a special burden on you, but also an uneven development of tho
party; it will be too dependent on one person. A second thing
to consider, if fundraising absorbs too much of your time,
with the result that some key political needs suffer, may be oo
need to place limits on the time you devote to fundraising,
even if less funds means that certain other party activities
are limited. There has to be a balance. I especially think i
is a big mistake to press yourself to the point thet your
health suffers.

Give my regards to c¢veryone.
.

Greeting:,

Gus
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retyoed lettcr from Masan

kn:lish tixsed up

Sept. 26, 1977
My dear comrade Gus,

After a lengthy interval I am resumin- correspoudernce it
his letter. You are in New York now, according to Comrade .ercy,
You may have seen the letter from us addressed to Comrade Rebeooca
last week. Meanwhile, I would like you to XM do the rolicw ng
things that we need at your earliest.

1) A biography of Marx is belng preparcd in Gujarati, by
a sympathizer/journalist friend. We want guldance rsgardiry
the overall structure, polnts to be emphasized in it from
& Comrade Novack., It will be about 400 [not certain of Lue
figure] pages, written for the comon man,not scholars. A
biography has recently been written by David McLellan, We
want to know about the new information provided by him. It
is not available here, Can we get it on loan, as it is
too expensive,

2) We need 50 coples of Marxism and Existentialism,
edited by Novack (paperback) and 25 copies of Mandel's
Formation of the Economic Thought of Karl Marx (Monthly kKeview
Press paperback) and 5 copies of Late Capitalism (Pathfinder Fress)
Just to cater to the needs of our circle. Of course this is
to be billed to us. We will pay,

Lel 1A
3) Our Bentral Secretarliat comradesf[some lmportant publications
of New Left Review editlions should be gone through. Please
arrange to have this through our England-based Pathfinder Press,

l}) It seems that some publications of Monthtry Review Press
should be read and promoted. Once you had supgrested to me that
Pathfinder could se&l them to us at 50% discount plus delivery
charypes.

a positive reply .

I hope to hear/from you, s

Yours comradely,
s/Magan

This is just for your information., With the relative growth ol
our grouplet, the workload has increased, as well as mny
responsibilities., Comrade Shirag 1s a fulltimer, assipgned to
handle the office work and including trade union work. Comrude
Thakorbhal 18 in charge of trade union work,

As the nature of work for me has changed, I find it difficult to
cope with the exlsting and new gssignments given to me, like thg
collection of money to meet the needs of the party. Thls consumes
a & considerable amount of my-time. Hence my work in editing and

writing for the central journal and the local fortnightly ultiﬁlhtsly
suffers, If I concentrate on writing, the finances and organizational
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If T don't write, then /

work suffers. -Setiammemn- <7777 the party as such Sullers

politically. I am in a great dilemma., There 1is thie most sovore

internal mental agony. At this time, neilther can he avoided.

This is pradually affecting my health,

I am[limping?/hoping?] to meet the challenge.

Ma an



