
rolulTlcAlj   CounlT]IEE  MEETIRTG  INo.   11 March  10

Present:     Berma.n,  Blackstock,  Breitman,   Gal`za,  Hawking,I).   Jermess,
Jones,  Ijovell,  Ijund,  Miah,  Seigle,  Sheppard,  Stapleton,
Wat-ers ,   Wohlforth

Guests:       BI`undy,   Heislel`,   Jaquith,  Matson

Chair :         Breitman

AGENDA:        i.     West   Coast  SCAR  Steering  Committee
2.     Salt  Ijake  City
3.     Disclosure  Suit
4.    Recent  Developments  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist

Party
5.     Hedda  Garza  Lettel]

i.      wEsp   COAST  SCAR  STEERIRTG  cormlTTEE

(Zimmermann  invited  for  this  point)

qu I`eported.
Discussion

2.      SAljT   IIAKE   Clq]Y

fflitlLii reported  on  proposal  to  admit  K.B. ,  D.G. ,
•S.,   and  R.V.   as  constitutional  membel`s  in

Salt  Lake  City  and  to  constitute  a  branch  in  Salt
Lake  City.

Discussion

Motion:

3.       DISCLOSTJ-RE   SUIT]

To   appl.ove.

Carl`ied .

(flughes  and  Zimmermann  invited  for  this  point)
Zimerm- I`eported   (see   ail-t;ached).

Discussion

Motion:     To   approve.

a al`r i_ e d .

(over)



J+.      RECENT:   IJEVELO.f"ENIS   IRE  THE   FTIHtTO   RICAIN   SOCIAljlsI   PART!Y

(Ariza,  Wh.i,t+3,   ar+a  Zirmermann  invit;ed  for  this  point)

ey ar z a i.eported.   (see  attached).

Discussion

FT a ti oll : Po  approve.

C arri ed .

IHDDA   GARZA   IjETTER

D.   Jermess
concernllig

repol`ted  on  meeting  with  Hedda  Garza
November  8,1976,   letter  proposing

fusion  of  the  for.mer  New  York  RIOC  group  with
the   SWI).

Motion:     i)   The  May  4,1975,   decision  of  t;he
National  Committee  stated  the  procedure  to  be
followed  in  regard  to  all  applications  for
membership  from  former  members  of  the  In-
ternationalist  Tendency.     2)  In  accordance
with  the  National  Committee  decisions,   all
applications  for  membel`ship  from  formel`  IT
members  are  to  be  considered  individually.

€3:£er:5S:o;:±a=:chum::q::s=£efs:r¥;TbeE;h±5
ask  f ol.mer  RMOC  members   applying  f ol`  membel`ship
in  the  tswp  to  make  available  to  the  SWP  all
internal  documents  and  correspondence  of  the
REOC ,

(See  attached  correspondence. )

I)iscussion

Motion:

Meeting  adjourned.

To   approve.

Carried .



New   Sta e  in  the  Fi htA ainst   Cam n  Disclosul`e  Laws

by  Matilde   Zimmermann,    Mal'ch   11,    |9r,,7"7''

Our  national  fight  against  the  campaign  disclosul.e  laws

§§±#:i:t£E§]:5:§§::::;:±§::::i:::3w::E:;::£:i:#:F::i:E§::e
of  ijLp  to  $25,000)   as  well   as   criminal  pl.osecution  by  the  Justice
I)epartment.     The  purpose  of  this  report  is  to  bring  comrades  up
to  date  on  the  I ast-moving  developments  in  this  case,   and  to  pre-
pare  the  party  for  the  major  defense  effol.t  we  will  have  to  launch
as   soon   as   the  FEC  makes   its  move.

We  filed  a  federal  suit  in  1974-,   saying  that  I-he  campaign
disclosul.e  laws  al.e  unconstitutional  as  applied  to  us  because  of
the  harassment  that  our  party  and  campaign  supporters  have  guff ered.
Since  that  suit  was  filed,   two  important  developments  have  sub-
stantially  strengthened  oul`  case.

The  first  is  the  massive  evidence  of  FBI  crimes,   and  the  public
support  for  our  fight  against  government  spying  and  harassment,
I.Lriat  have  resulted  from  our  PRDF   campaign.     The  second  is   a  Supreme

&:E#rth=;i:gaf::gt::a:a:fEr;:g!;ggu::in:Eo:u:k:;:t:leld-FTg:n:prob-
ability"  of  hal.assment,   it  would  have  to  be  exempted  from  the
disclosure  provisions.

The  wording  of  that  Supreme  Court  ruling  is  import;ant  for  our
Case :

"Minor  par.ties  must  be  allowed  sufficient  flexibility  in  the
proof  of  injury  to  assure  a  f air  consideration  of  their  claim.
The  evidence  offered  need  show  only  a  reasonable  pr`obability  that
the  compelled  disclosure  of  a  pal`ty's   contl`ibutors'   names  will
subject  them  to  threats,   harassment  or  I.eprisals  fi..om  either
government  officials  or  pl'ivate  parties.     The  prchof  ma`y  include,
for  example,   specific  evidence  of  past  or  pl`esent  harassment  of
members  due  to  their  associational  ties,   or  of  hal-assment  directed
against  the  organization  itself .    A  pattelm  of  threats  or  specific
manifestations  of  public  hostility  may  be  sufficient."

In  January  of  this  year.,   the  f ederal  coul`t  hearing  our  suit
in  Washington,   I).C.,   in  light  of  the  Supl.eme  Coul't  ruling  in  the
Buckley-Mccarthy  case,   sent  our  case  to  the  FEC.     The  court  gave
the  commission  six  months  to  develop  a  f actual  record  on  our
charges  of  goverrment  harassment.     The  FEC's  findings  were  then
to  go  back  to  the  fedel.al  court  for  a  ruling  on  the  constitutional
issue®

Now  however,   the  FEC  is  trying  to  tul`n  the  tables  on  us,
to  seize  the  offensive  and  transfol`m  us  from  plaintiffs  in  this
constitutional  challenge  into  dei`endants.
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This  is  what  the  FEC  is  doing:  They  claim  that  they  have  no
mechanisms  fol`  complying  with  the  federal  court's  instructions  to
develop  a  factual  I'ecol`d  on  oul'  claims  of  hal`assment.     They  claim
that  the  only  way  they  can  proceed  is  to  set  in  motion  their.  enfol'ce-
ment  pl`ocedures   against  us.     This  procedul'e  begins  when  they  send
us  a  letter  charging  that  there  is   "reason  to  believe"  that  a  viola-
tion  of  the  law  has  occul'red.

What's   even  worse,   the  FEC  has   rejected  our  demand  that  the
standard  of  proof  we  have  to  meet  be  the  wol'ding  of  the  Supreme
Court  decision  cited  above.     Instead,   they  seize  upon  certain  words
in  the  January  lowel'  court  order  I`eferring  to   "present  hal'assment
resulting  from  disclosure."    This  is  far` narl.ower  than  the  Supreme
Court's  opinion  that   "a  reasonable  probability"  of  hal`assment  ol.
a   "pattern  of  thl`eats"  would  be  sufficient  gI.ounds  foil  exemption.
Since  we  have  not  disclosed  any  contributbrs'  names  for  three  years,
we  could  hardly  base  our  case  on   "present  hal'assment  I.esulting  from
disclosul.e . "

The  way  the  FE0  is  planning  to  proceed  against  us  is  unaccept-
able,   illegal,   and  dangerous.     It  flies  in  the  face  of  the  Supl`eme
Court  ruling.    They  are  proceeding  against  us  exactly  as  if  we  had
never  filed  a  lawsuit.    They  are  trying  to  change  us  fl.om  being
plaintiffs  in  a  lawsuit  --  a  stl`ong  lawsuit  --  to  being  clef endants
in  an  administrative  proceeding  where  you  start  with  a  pl.esunption
of  guilt,   and  where  the  EEC  acts   as  both  prosecutor  and  judge.

They  have  tried  to  argue  that  they  have  no  cl]oice,   and  that
the  "I'eason  to  believe"  letter  is  only  a  formality  to  allow  them
to  take  up  our  case.     However,   such   "formalities"  nor.mally  lead
to  enforced  compliance,   a  fine,   and/or  criminal  prosecution.

The  Socialist  Workers  Campaign  Committees,   I-he  plaintiffs  in
the  suit,   have  instructed  the  Aclju  attol.neys  to  go  back  into  fedel.al
court  to  try  to  block  the  FEC  use  of  enfol.cement  proceedings.     A
motion  on  this  will  be  filed  on  Mal'ch  15.

At  the  same  time  that  we  fight  this  in  coul't,   we  must  begin
pl.eparations  for  a  lal.ge-scale  public  clef ense  against  this  vindic-
tive  prosecution  by  the  government.     We  must  let  the  FEC  know  that
a  pl.osecution  against  us  will  be  met  with  a  massive  response  from
all  those  who  are  suppol`ting  oul'  PRDF  suit   against  government
hal.assment,   and  who  will  r€Illy  to  our  defense  in  the  face  of  this
new  form  of  government  hal.assment.

Although  we  will  not  mc)ve  publicly  until  we  actually  receive
notification  from  the  FEC  -`..-hat  they  have  begun  proceedings   against
us,   we  should  be  sure  that  all   comrades   are  awal.e  oil   the  situation
we  face,   and  that  friends   ,..:,nd  suppol`tel.s  of  our  -_"|E:Lits   are  brought
up  to  date  on  what  we   expe:;t  to  happen.

When we  do  receive  the  letter  from  the  FEC,   we   will  want  to
move  immediately  into   acticQ,   with  news   conference`=   both  nationally
Lirid  in  local   al.eas  denouncir.g  the  FEC's   attempt  to  force  us



to  turn  ovel'  the  names     of  oul`  contributors.    We  will  want  to
organize  pl`otest  telegrams  to  the  FEC  from  prominent  individuals
all  over  the  country.    And  we  will  want  to  explain  the  issues  in
this  case,   and  the  illegal  and  vindicitive  nature  of  the  pl.oceed-
ings   against  us,   to  as  many  people  and  organizations   as  we  can.

We  believe  that,   given  what  we  have  accomplished  in  our
near.1y  four  year.  campaign  around  the  PRDF  suit,   and  the  incl.eased
consciousness  about  government  hal`assnent,   a  prosecution  against
us  will  not  be  a  popular  move.     Oul`  job  will  be  to  organize  the
broad  support  that  exists  for  our.  fight  against  restl.ictions
on  our  rights,   and  to  force  the  FEC  to  back  down.

/



Recent  Develo ments  in  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Par.t
Caterino  Garza,   Mal`ch   10,   1977

Solne  of  the  problems  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Socialist  Party  have
begun  to   come  out  since  the  November  election.     The  PSP  received
about  10,000  votes  and  its  principal  vote  gettel',   Carlos  Gallisa,
who  had  been  in  the  legislatul.e,I.eceived  about  70,000.     Ihe  70,000
for  Gallisa  were  not  sufficient  to  I`eturn  him  to  office.    He  origin-
ally  was  elected  on  the  ticket  of  the  I'I'o-Independence  Party  in
1972.     The  election  I`esults  wel`e  less  than  had  been  projected.

Mar,i  :±gs?r%£:e;Spf::::e€ ::;in:e::::f e::dw:::d:Ea€#::eg:¥eJ=::
appeared  in  a  November  issue  of  their.  paper,
about  10  f aults  with  the  pal`ty  and  the  need  t

Claridad.    He  listed
0   Correct  them  and

to  evaluate  leadership  perfol'mance,   including  his  own  in  the  pl.e-
ceding  period.     The  pages  of  Clal.idad  wel.e  to  be  opened  to  contribu-
tions  by  campaign  supporters  an    o    er  pro-independence  cur.rents.
Particular  stl.ess  was  made  in  the  Novembel`  article  about  the  PSP's
cavalier.  attitude  towards  democl.acy,  which,   the  article  stated,
was  certainly  not  in  keeping  with  the  traditions  and  aspirations
of  Puerto  Ricans  who  are  stronglF  for  democl.atic  rights.

the  L=:d¥:V:=b€£etE:;:  g::t=::9  ;og:~eEfg¥rmtm:ez±%gr:£=ch]±:::u££d
Puerto  Rico  at  the  time  and  met  with  Juan  Marl  after  the  plenal.y.
Among  the  points  we  discussed  wel.e  the  financial  problems  of
Claridad  and  his  interest  in  ''Euro-Cormunism."  Marl  Bras  pointed  out

at       e  paper  had  needed  20,000  I`eaders   and  a  capital  of  about
$250,000  to  succeed,  but  despite  the  fact  that  neither  condition
existed  they  had  launched  the  daily  Claridad.     Their  $175,000  deficit
was  a  financial  drain  on  the  par.ty  an    t  ey  might  have  to  give  it
up.     At  the  beginning  of  the  yeal',   about  February,   they  ceased
publication  of  the  daily  and  I.epol`ted  that  even  the  weekly  was
thre at ened .

At  the  end  of  February  they  I`eported  they  were  giving  up  for
a  month  their  weekly  bilingual  edition  which  is  cil'culated  in  the
U.S.     They  wl'ote  thay  they  are  I`eorganizing  finances   and  inquiring
of  their  readers  as  to  what  they  would  like  to  see  in  the  bilingual
paper  when  it  renews  operations  in  April.

Since  November  Claridad  has
the  PSP.     A  commis was  establ
of  members  of  the  Comision  Politica  (C.P.),   the  equivalent  of  our
Political  Committee.     Even  Juar)  Marl  was  to  be  evaluated.     He  declined
to  be  part  of  the  body  engaged  in  the  evaluation.    After  that  process
was   over  only  3  of  9  inambel's  of  the  C.I'.  wel.e  retul.ned.     Those
included  Juan  Marl,   Pedro  Baiges  Chapel,   and  another  individual
I  don't  ]mow  anything  about.     Baiges  Chapel  was  one  of  the  early
founders  of  the  Pffl,   predecessor  to  the  PSP  along  with  Marl.     Among
those  gone  are  people  most  closely  associated  with  pro-Moscow
sentiments   and  many  of  the  younger  elements  in  the  leadership.
They  did  not  I`eport  which  people  were   added  to  the  a.P.

f:E::t€g  :v:=:€:  €£et±L:gts±oaE±o#5
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In  addition,   the  Janual`y  19  issue  of  Claridad  renewed  some  of
the  eal`1ier  organizaional  criticisms  raise      y    uan  Mar.i,   and  self-
criticized  the  PSP  fol'  violating  tl.ade-union  autonomy.    Some  of  its
members  it   char.ged  had  acted  like   ''1abor  commissars."    The  PSP
criticized  itself  for behaving  arrogantly  and  tl.ying  to  force  its
ideas  down  the  throats  of  other  tendencies  and  individuals.    Another
self-cl`iticism  was  the  bureaucliatism  of  the  leadel's  who  they  say
spoke  only  to  other  leader.s  and  Claridad  charged  that  the  apparatus
had  become  overly  large  and  aloo       I'om  its  members  and  fl'om  the
masses.     It  admitted  the  PSI'  had  been  sectal.lan  but  was  going  to
I`ectify  those  el.I'ol's  and  the  reevaluation  of  the  leadership  was
par.t  of  the  process.

Other.  al'ticles  along  this  vein  have  appeared.     One  by  their
for.ner  tl.ade  union  secretal'y  had  been  submitted  in  October  and
suppressed.    Now  in  the  interest  of  history  it  was  published  to
demonstrate  that  they  were  a  democl.atic  organization.    That  letter
criticized  theil'  trade-union  policy  of  ol.ienting  towards  leader.ship
and  leader.ship  pos.itions  instead  of  towards  rank-and-file: wol'kers.

The  March  8  Clal.idad  car.Ties  an  article  by  Juan  Mari  bridging
the  position  of  armed  struggle  with the  policy  of  winning  the
masses.     It  does  not  I.epudiate  armed  stl'uggle  but  points  out  that
the  masses  must  be  won  fil'st  and  they  detemine  what  force  to  use.
However.,   to  speak  of  armed  struggle  today  is  out  of  place  he  says.
Tbis  I.eflects  the  i.act  that  appal.ently  one  of  the  issues  being
debated  in  the  organization  is  the  question  of  armed  str`iggle.    It
was  clearly  a  ma3or  question  at  the  r'ecent  Puerto  Rican  Solidal`ity
Committee  Conference  in  Chicago.

The  response  within  their  ranks  is  un]mown  to  us.    We  do  know
that  they  have  been  losing  some  members  botb  in  Puel.to  Rico  and
the  U.S.     However,   thel`e  has  been  no  split  and  .no  outstanding  leader
of  the  PSP  has  left  it.     The  most  pl`ominent  person  to  leave  is  Ram6ri
Jimenez,   leader  of  the  struggle  to  save  Hostos  college.    Jimenez
explained  in  a  convel.sation  with  me  that  he  left  because  he  did
not  believe  that  independence  was  the  principal  issue  around  which
fuerto  Ricans  hel'e  should`be  ol.ganized.    He  feels  the  Puerto  Rican
commnity  is  unorganized  and  can  be  organized  about  its  immediate
problems.    To  that  end  he  has  put  together  a  coalition  to  fight
against  cutbacks.    The  coalition  has  pl.ojected  a  rally  for  April  15
in  New  Yol.k  City.     The  coalition  meets  every  Saturday  and  we  have
some  people  working  with  it.    Meetings  are  of  about  50  or  60  people
with  little  or  no  PSP  pal'ticipation.

Coml'ades  I'eport  exceptional  fl.iendliness  by  I.ank-and-file
membel's  of  the  I'SP,   especially  students.    This  has  been  the  case
in  Boston,   Newark,  Binghamton,   and  Albany.

In  the  meantime  events  have  been  taking  place  to  which  there
has  been  little  or  no  reaction  by  the  PSP  or  any .other  Puerto
Rican  group.

1.    The  pl'oposal   and  debate  around  the  51st  state  has  not  been
answer.ed  by  any  action  although Clal.idad  has  of  course  responded.
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In  Puerto  Rico  a  coalition  to  fight  back  has  been  boyootted  by  the
PSP  and  by  the  ELierto  Rican  Independence  Party.

2.    An  oppol.tunity  to  gain  publicity  for  the  5  Puerto  Rican
nationalists    has  genel.ally  been  overlooked.    Cal'ter's  inagul.ation
and  policies  have  lent  themselves  to  intervention  and  the  Puerto
Rican  radical  movement;  has  tailended  or  not  reacted.    The  result
has  been  that  boul.geois  fuel'to  Ricans  have  become  the  pl.imary  spokes-
people  for.  the  I`elease  of  the  Five.    Just  this  past  week  four
fomer  governors  of  Puerto  Rico  a_a_¢~  .t...hg  present  gove_rnor  sent  a
letter  to  Carter.  asking  that.he`  .I_elease  the  Five  RTationalists.

3.     GI`and  jury  and  police  harassment  of  pl'o-independence
supporters  has  not  been  answered.    The  imprisonment  of  Nemikin  and
of  Cueto  has  not  met  any  massive  significant  response.    There  has
been  no  attempt  to  expose  the  FAIH  issue  and  it  is  having  an  aff ect
on  supporters  of  inde.pendence.    P.S.P.erg  have  been  imprisoned  in
fuel.to  Rico  on  fl.ameups   and  aside  fl.om  coverage  in
has  been  done.

Claridad  little

We  should  also  note  moves  by  leading  Pspers  to  disassociate
themselves  from  Soviet  I`epl.ession  and  an  attraction  to  developments
in  the  Thiropean  Stalinist  parties.

The  SWP's  response  so  far  has  been  to  have  three  forums  on
the  51st  state.     One  in  Boston,   one  in  Newal'k  and  this  coming  Friday
one  on  the  I]ower  East  Side.     In  addition  the  Upper  West  Side  is
holding  a  forum  on  how  to  I ight  the  repl.ession  of  tbe  independence
movement .

attend  a  benefit  for.  C1
at  Case  de  Ijas  Americas  in  N.Y.a.     About  200  Pspel.s

We   also  had   about   15  coml.ades
were  there

aridad-I-
including  Juan  Mari  who  had  come  for.  a  discussion  with  his  people.
We  were  the  only  tendency  to  make  a  showing  and  our  comrades  mixed
and  talked  to  their  people  and  generally  had  a  good  time.

At  that  party  I  made  an  appointment  to  talk  t-o  Jos€ Alberto
Alvarez  their  main  leader  in  the  U.S.   ,  but  it  was  .subsequently
cancelled.    I'reviously  NSCAR  had  invited  them  to  send  a  speaker  to
the  NSCAR  I'ally  for  Mashinini  in  New  York,  but  they  didn't  respond.

Ijop€z  also  informed  us  that  they  were  looking  to  drop  some  of
their  responsiblility  in  the  Pueuto  Rican  Solidarity  Committee
although  they  would  accept  positions  on  the  national  boal'd..   When
questioned  about  the  sectarian  and  ultra-left  resolution  to  be
adopted  at  the  PRSC  0onf erence  in  Chicago  in  Februal.y  he  replied
the  I'SP  was  supporting  it  because  the.other  I.esolution  was  even
WOI,S e ,

rhe  PSP  didn't  even  mobilize  its  people  for  the  recent  rally  at
Iiincq_|B.. hospit.~a|._._i_n  the  BI.onx,   a  rally  they  had  helped  to  ol.ganize
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along  with  us.     It   appears  they  al`e  involved  in  PI`eparations  for
their  congress  in  the  U.S.  which  has  been  postponed  from  Apl.il
until  October.    The  PSP  in  fuerto  Rico  projects  a  convention
for  1978.

Along  with  the  internal  discussions  inside  the  PSP,   thel.e
has  been  a  friendliel'  attitude  by  PSP  members  towal`ds  party  members.
This  has  f acilitated  the  opportunity  to  have  political  discussions
with  f ar  mol.e  of  their  members   and  to  work  together  in  common
activities .

One   al'ea  of  work  in  New  York  whelie  some  of  their  members   al'e
working  with  us  is  the  Mal`ch  12  women's  libel`ation  actions.     The
PSP  has   endorsed  the  action  and  will  have  a  speakel'.     Involvement
in  women's  liberation  activity  will  further  stimulate  the
discussion  already  going  on  inside  the  PSP  as  to  their  policy  on
this  question.     In  the  past  they've  tended  to  downplay  the  impor.`tance
of  the  right  to  abortion,   the  ERA.,   and  other.  key  issues  in  thc.
women's  liberation  movement.

What   Should  We   Do?

1)  Give  special  attention in  the  Militant  and  our  forums  to
clef ending  the  PSP  and  other  fuerto  Ri tants  undel'  attack
by  the  government,   pal`ticularly  these  grand  jury  "fishing  expedi-
tions , "

2)  To  find  ways  to  comment  in  the  Militant  on  political
questions  being  discussed  inside  the  PS°.

3)  To  systematically  organize  our  contact  wol`k  with  PSP  member.s,
periphel.y,   and  membel`s  who've  just  dropped  out.     At  the  present
time  party  members  ]mow  mol.e  membel`s   and  have  fl`iendly  relations
with  PSP  members  than  any  time  previously.

4)  To  continue  our  policy  of  inviting  PSP  leadel`s  to  speak
at  certain  forums  and.  of  inviting  them  to  join  with  us  in  oul'  majol`
campaigns  --South  Africa,  women's  liberation,   election  campaigns,
etc.

Comrades   al.e  urgeQ  +o  send  repol`ts  to  the  national  office
about  local  developments   in  the  PSP  and  our  relations  with  them.
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REpoRT   ON  NATIONAlj   CONFERENCE  OF   PUERTO   RlcART   sOLIDARlpy   comlTTEE

by  Mike  Taber

lThe  Second  National   Conference  of  the  Puerto  Rican  Solidarity
Colunittee,   held  Febniary  19-21   in  Chicago,   was   attended  by  over
200-people,   of  whom  93  were  voting  delegates.     The  PRSC  has   about
400  members   and  20  chapters  nationally,   made  up  almost  entirely  of
radicals,   and  ovel'whelmingly  white  in  composition.     Thirt-y-six
organizations  wel`e  present  at  the  conference  as  observers  including
many  left  tendencies.     In  addition,   several  leaders  of  the  left
in  fuerto  Rico  were  present  including  I'edro  Grant   and  Juan  Velez
from  the  Puel`to  Rican  Labor  Institute  and  PSP,   Luis  Angel  Torres
from  the  Movimiento  Socialista  Popular  and  the  Frente  Revolucionaria
Anti-imperialista,   and  Eneida  Vasquez  fl.om  t,he  fuerto  Rican  Peace
Council .

The  discussion  at  the  conference  centel`ed  almost  exclusively
on  approving   a  statement  of  purpose  and  a  program  for  the  PRSC.
There  was  virtually  no  discussion  on  protjections  for  concrete
activities.     A  draft  statement  of  purpose  and  program  was  presented
by  the  outgoing  National  Boal'd  that  reemphasized  the  stated  purpose
of  PRSC  to  become   a   "broad  mass   anti-imperialist  movement."    Counter-
posed  to  these  drafts  were  counter-documents  by  two  groupings:
one  by  the  San  Francisco  chapter  I'eflecting  the  view  of  the  Prairie
Fire  Organizing  Committee,   and  the  other  by  a  group  calling  itself
the  Mar.ch  1  Bloc.     The  positions     of  these  two  groups  tended  to  ovel'-
1ap,   and  between  them  they  appeared  to  have  the  support  of  about  1/3
of  the  delegates.

The  March  1  Bloc  included  the  Nationalist  Party,   the  Colectiva
Don  Pedro  Albizu  Campos  in  Chicago,   the  Union  for.  Puerto  Rican
Students  at  the  Univel'sity  of  Illinois,  the  Sojourner  Tluth  Organiza-
tion  in  Chicago,   and  elements  from  the  Chicago  Committee  to  Stop
the  Grand  Jury,   the  Midwest  Committee  to  FI.ee  the  5,   and  some
members  of  the  FUSP  and  Lawyers  Guild  in  Chicago.     It   appeared
to  be  led  by  Jose  Lopez,   a  Puerto  Rican  activist  in  Chicago  under
GI.and  Jury  subpoena.     The  main  purpose   of  the  March  1  Bloc  was  to
push  for  PRSC  to  adopt  a  clear  position  in  support  of  armed  stmggle
for  the  Puerto  Rican  movement  as  both  necessary  and  inevitable,
and  in  that  context  to  support  the  FAIN.    They  also  attacked  what
they  termed  PRSC's   "watering  down"  of  its  pl'ogram  to   accomodate
liberals,  wanted  a  clearer.  d±finition  of  imperialism  and  its  affect
on  the  U.S.   working  class,   and  proposed  PRSC  become  mol.e  involved
in  issures  facing  fuerto  Ricans  in  the  United  States.

Much  of  the  conf erence  had  an  extremely  factional  character.
This   even  spilled  over  at  the  public  I.ally  whel.e  a  number  of  speaker7s
ff.ade  numerous  refel'ences  to  the  debate.     Howeveir,   while  the  counter-
dc.ciunents   of  the  March  1  Bloc  and  the  San  Francisco   chapter  were
not   adopted,   thel'e  was  not   a  great  deal  of  political  clarification.
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A  number.  of  amendments  incorporating  most  of  the  positions  of  these
two  groupings  were  adopted  including  an  amendment  proposed  by  the'
March  1  Bloc  on  armed  struggle  that  gave  explicit  support  to  armed
struggle,   the  need  fol'  revolutionary  violence,   and  the  need  to  com-
bine  legal  and  illegal  means  in  the  stl'uggle.    This  was  adopted  over-
whelmingly.     Jose  Velasquez  fl'om  the  PSP  several  times  mentioned
the  PSI''s  support  of  the  need  for  "prolonged  armed  struggle,"  and
this  was   echoed  by  others.

There  was  quite  a  bit  of  discussion  on  the  need  not  to  turn
PRSC  into  a  political  party.     However,   much  of  t;he  discussion  revolved
around  adopting  precise  analyses  of  the  worldwide  and  national  pol-
itical  situations  more  in  keeping  with  a  party.   than  a  coalition  ol.-
ganized  around  ending  U.S.   domination  of  fuerto  Rico.

While  the  PSP  played  a  major  role  at  the  confel'ence,   there  was
a  lot  of  discussion  about  the  need  to  bl.oaden  PRSC  to  encompass  other
forces  on  the  Puerto  Rican  left.     Some  forces  within  PRSC  look  to
the  FRAI  or  the  Nationalist  Party,   and  supporters  of  both  of  these
were  included  on  the  new  National  Board.

Most  of  those  attending  the  conference  wel'e  not  affiliated  to
any  major  left  tendency.     Many-were  supporters   of  the  q_qu?I.dian_  or
the  PSP,   or  activists  in  other  movements.    The  CP  has  only  a  token
involvement,   and  Wol.kel's  World  Party  only  now  seems  to  be  stepping
up  its  involvement.     One  of  theil`  members  told  me  that  they  were
pla]ming  to  discuss  the  extent  of  their  involvement,   and  were  es-
:=::€::yt:n=£:efi:€:o::LS£::¥d  {£h::a  a:p5:£::)?embers  would  be

There  was  quite  a  bit  of   ''self-criticism"   jbout  the  work  of
PRSC  over  the  last  pel`iod.     This  included  13 `rfu  of   a   "strategical
orientation, "  uneven  wol.k,   an   ''all  or'  nott,.,ing   ` ombat  mentality, "
and  a  genel.al  levelling  off  of  membership.     However,   no  proposals
were  made  to  deal  with  these  problems.     In  general,   the  confer.ence
seemed  to  reflect  a  certain  crisis  of  pel`spective  for  many  of  the
forces  involved  in  PRSC  and  this  is  likely  to  continue.

Dele ate  Breakdown

Amherst
BOston
Brooklm
Buffalo
Chicago
DC
Ijos  Angeles       6
Upper  West  Side  7
New  Haven.           4
Philadelphia    3

irst  10  members,I  fol'  each  ten  aftel`  that.)

I)ol,tland
St.  Louis
Sam   Diego
Sam  Francisco  1
Seattle
Springfield
Madison
Davenport
New   Yolik
Houston  and  Atl nta  not  preseht

Note-  The  membership  according  to  these  figures  should  be  close
to  700  when  the  real  figur'e  is  too.    This  is  probably  due  to  local
chaptel`s  inflating  their  member.ship  to  get  more  delegates.
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14  Charles  Iiane
INew   York,   N.Y.    10014-

March   15,    1977

Hedda  Garza
New  Yol'k,   N.Y.

I)ear  Comrade,

The  Political  Committee  discussed  your  letter  of
November  8,   1976,   and  heard  a  report  on  your.  meeting  with
I.inda  Jenness   and  Mal'cia  Gallo.

The  National  Committee  of  the  SWI'  adopted  a  report
on  May  4-,   1975,   which  outlined  a  procedure  for  considering
applications  from  former.  IT  members.     In  case  you  have  not
seen  it,   a  copy  of  the  I'eport  is  enclosed.     In  accol.dance
witb  the  decision  of .the  National  Committee,   for.mer  members
of  the  RIOC  who  have  bl.oken  with  that  ol.ganization  and  want
to  apply  for  metoership  in  the  SUP  will  be  ref erred  to  an
appropriate  branch  unit.    Tbey  will  be  encouraged  to  parti-
cipate  in  activities  ol`ganized  by  the  branch  so  tbe  metoer-
ship  can  make  an  objective  evaluation  and  recommendation  on
each  application  for  membership.

(

Tbe  Political  Committee  has  asked  Linda  Jenness  to  meet
with  you  and  discuss  the  initiation  of  this  process.

We  would  like  to  request  that  you  make  available  to  us
your  file  of  inter.nal  dociiments  arid  col`respondence  of  the  RIOC
and  its  various  local  uhits.

Couradely,
/s/ Mary-Alice  Waters

'1

Mary-Alice  Waters
for  the  SWP  I'olitical
Corfuttee

(over)
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New   York,   N.Y.

Novembel`  8,    1976

Socialist  Wol.kers  Pal'ty
RTational  Office

Attention:  Political  Committee,   SWP

Dear  Comrades :

After.  many  weeks  of  discussion  on  a  national  level,
RIOC  voted  last  nigbt  to  apply  for  fusion  with  the
Workers  party  as  a  local  unit.    We  felt  that  since

COPY

the  New  Yol.k
Socialist
no  clear  and

consistent  position  on  the  SWP  was  forthcoming  on  a   national  .basi±
we  would  act  locally  on  this  matter  and  attempt  to  encoiiragc  othei
areas  to  do  the  same.

#: a:::ex:  5±=:c:5=edngi::g:e:£¥:±:t::££r¥t:r3::g¥::: 5=drtgria€bat
we  should  sol.ap  all  effol`ts  to  build  any  new  section  in  sympathy
with  the  FI  in  this  countl.y.

We  are  pl`epared  to  enter  into  discussions  on  this  pl.oposed  fusion
and  how  we  can  best  cooperate  to \bring  it  to  fruition.

Our  ranks  include  former  members  of  the  Socialist  Workers  party
and/ol.  Young  Socialist  Alliance  (some  formerly  Internationalist
Tendency  member.s,   some  not), ` as  well   as  some  more  I.ecent  recruits.

Please  let  us  ]mow  when  it  would  be  convenient  for  us  to  meet  with
appropl.late  coml.ades  in  ol'der  to  discuss  this  matter.

Comradely,

/s/  Hedda  Garza

Hedda  Garza--for  the  New  Yol.k
RTOC
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Hedda  Garza

New  York,   N.Y.

COPY

Janua.ry  30O   1977

TO:  United  Secretariat

Dear  Coml`ades :

This  is  to  infol`m  the  United  Secretariat  that  an  application  for
immediate  membership  in  the  Socialist  Workel`s  party  has  been  made
by  the  comrades  listed  below.     All  of  these  comrades  wel.e  former  members

::I:h:xp3gE=:Ea±±:=a±£:tsgnd=E%ro±sEh=ns#LfrL¥$3 :  aES  ::±e o5o±E€m±n
=g:  =::Em¥:::onan€o:  ::::±s:%£y  ::Lt£:±g£S #%£±n :o::wo:o:¥£:  :E£::eshe
expulsion,  but  none  of  them  wel`e  I`eadnitted.

In  May   1976,   a  meeting  of  the  RIOC  Steer.ing  Committee  took  place  in
Chicago.     It  was  agreed  that  RMOC  should  apply  for  fusion  with  the  SWP.
It  becane  increasingly  clear,  howevel`,   to  some  of  us,   that  RIOC  would
have  to  take  a  position  on  the  character  of  the  SWP.     On  September  23,
the  Ijos  Angeles  RMOC  coml`ades  sent  a  letter  to  the  steering  committee
member.s  in  which  they  chal`acterized  the  SWP  as  ". . .neither  revolutional`y
nor  TI.otskyist..."     The  RIOO  coml`ades  in  New  Yol.k  net  to  discuss  this
letter  and  sent  a  reply  to  Los  Angeles  on  November  8,  bl`eaking  its
ties  with  RIOC.     They  also  voted  to  apply  collectively  to  the  SUP  and
to  urge  oth®I.  coml.ades  nationally  to  join  with  them.

On  January  14,   I  met  with  Comrade  Linda  Jenness  of  the  SWP  to  discuss
our.  application.    I  informed  her  of  the  above  facts  and  sent  her  a
copy  of  the  New  Yol.k  letter  to  Ij.A.   (attached).     Comrade  Jermess  asked
me  if  the  comrades  who  had  individually  applied  in  1974-  wel.e  with-
drawing  theil`  individual  applications,  and  I  told  her  that  since  it
was  ovel`  two  years  and  they  had  not  been  I`eadmitted,  they  were  sub-
stituting  their  collective  application  instead.    Comrade  Jermess  informed
me  that    she  would  contact    me  after  the  Political  Cormittee  of  the
SWP  discussed  the  matter.

I)his  letter,  then,  is  to  officially  infol.in  the  USEC  that  the  comrades
below  are  no  longer  members  of  RIOC,   do.not  agl`ee  with  the  Ii.A.   charact-
erization  of  t.he  SWP,  but  believe  that  the  SWI'  is  the  revolutionary
pal`ty  in  the  United  States  and  al`e  accol`dingly  requesting  membership
ol`,   in  the  case  of  former  members,  readmission  collectively  to  the
SWP.     When  we  hear  from  othel`  comrades,   we  will  send  you  their  additionl
manes ,

Coml`adely,
/8/Hedda  Gal.za

New  Yor±:      Bill   8.;   Chal`les   P.;   I)an  a.;   Bob  W.;   John  E.i   Hugo;
rnes        .;   Char.1es  R.     Houston:   Bmce   C.

(over)
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New  York,   N.Y.

November  8,   1976

To  L.A.   RMOC   and  all  National  Cool`dinators

COPT

Deal`  Comrades :

I  an  wl`iting  this  letter  in  I`esponse  to  the  communicat;ion  from  Iios
Angeles  of  Sept.  23.     It  also  includes  a  brief  repol`t  on  the  meeting
between  Jones  of  the  IMG  and  several  New  York  comrades.

Aside  from  genel`al  political  discussion,  Jones  expressed  the  opinion
that  the  RIOC.had  no  business  I`equesting  fusion' wit;h  the  Socialist
Workel`s  party  when  it  held  the  position  that  the  SWI'  is  I`eformist  or
I`ight  centl`ist  or  non-TI`otskyist,  etc.    No  ol.ganization  in  its  right
mind  would  fuse  with  anothel`  organization  holding  such  a  position.

We  informed  Jones  that  the  RMOC  had  no  such  position--in  fact,  that  it
had  taken no  official  position  at  all  on  the  Swl.    Jones  responded  that
it  was  necessal.y  to  take  a  clear  position  bef ore  any  fusion  eff of ts
could  be  made  and  that  the  RIOC  coml`ades  should  make  their  main  task
that  of  wol`king  with  the  SWI'  on  their  petitioning  dl.ive  and  election
campaign.     The  New  Yol`k  comrades  agreed  with  Jones'   points  and  we
scheduled  a mobilization  for  petitioning.    Unfortunately,  it  was  not
carl`ied  out.

It  was  also  clear  that  Jones  believed  that  the  reason  why  RIOC
(or  any  other  organization  of  its  type)  could  not  grow  was  primarily
due  to  the  fact  that   .there  is  no  PRINCIPLED  difference  between  itself
and  the  SWP.     In  other  words,  there  has  been  no  cl.ossing  of  class  lines,
no  betl.ayal  of  the  working  class  (as  in  the  case  of  Workers  World  pal`ty
on  the  Hungarian  and  Czechoslovakian  issues).    MQst  of  us  agreed

3::g±e{ :±y;n;  ::wu:3m:£±gsh:£a€e €£=vS#o¥S. th:h5:r±:c€opg:¥y=m3±±:£a€hat
the  tl.eatment  of  the  IT  was  anything  less  than  horl`endous,  etc. ,   etc. ,
but  it  means  that  thel`e  is  no
altel`native  section  in  the  U.S

rinci basis  for  creating  an
ely  apal`t  fl`om  the  cliff icult  ob-

jective  situation,  so-called  betrayal  by  the  IMT,  etc.
Considel`ing  the  discussion  at  our  confer.ence  in  May,  it  seemed  clear
that  at  our  fall  conference  an  uneq.uivocal  statement  had  to  be  issued
in  the  mane  of  the  RMOC  on  the  character  of  the  SWP--that  it  is  a  rev-
olutionary  pal`ty,  regardless  of  our.  criticisms  and  differenceET This
would  have  been  followed  by  serious  fusion  efforts  which  under.  those
circumstances  would  have  been  undoubtedly  supp.opted  by  the  IMT  comrades.

Instead,  with  no  sign  of  ear.thshaking  events  happening  since  the  May
Confel`ence,  the  Ijos  Angeles  comrades  decide  to  inform  the  rest  of  us
that  ''it  is  tine  to  say  openly  what  most  of  us  have  believed  for  a  while
now--certainly  since  Portugal,  namely,  that    the  SWP  is  neither  revolu-
tional`y  nor  Trotskyist--generally  or  specifically;  that  it  has  defin-
itively  degenel`ated  into  a  hal`dened,  monolithic  left  Social  Democl.atic
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organization;  that  it  is  beyond  redemption,  t`hat  it  has,   indeed,  become
a  powerful  obstacle  to  the  formation  of  a  Trotskyist  movement  in
this  country.    A  col`ollary  of  this  is  that,  by  bolstering  this  anti-
Trotskyist  gang  and  collabol`ating  with  it  in  smashing  a  pl`o-FI
tendency,   the  IMT  leadership  has  performed  a  terl`ible  disservice  to
the   world  movement. . ."

I  am  per.sonally  stunned  by  this  declal`ation,   since  we  heard  no  hint
of  it  at  our  May  meeting  when  we  discussed  fusion,  I  cannot  even  begin
to  understand  why  the  coml`ades  encoul`aged  and  suppol`ted  fusion  when  they
had  held  such  a  position  ''for  a  long  time."    Frankly,  I  feel  that  I  was
dragged  into  a  deceptive,  dishonest  discussion,   and  I  sincel`ely  wish
that  the  comrades  had  spelled  out  their  I.eal  thinking  six  months  ago
in  Chicago.

The  letter  from  L.A. ,   as  well  as, the  al`ticle   "Some  thoughts  on  our
Present  Situation,"  by  Eliot  Rosewatel.,  make  it  abundantly  clear  that
the  RMOC  not  only  no  longel`  exists  as  a  national  organization  but  that
I  can  no  longel`  affiliate  with  it  in  any  way.

I  intend  to  put  this  letter  up  for  a  vote  today  in  New  Yol`k  and  to
make  a  pl`oposal  that  the  New  York  coml`ades  request  fusion  with  the

Shy: 3:u:tEri:::Ei:!i:::is( i:sn:tf::ioghf#o:h:=E:#:zigg ::c:ion of
wrecking  operation  into  a  social  democratic  non-Trotskyist  party.

I  can  only  express  sorrow  and  disappoiritment  at  the  lack  of  honesty
with  which  this  whole  matter  has  been  conducted.

Comra.de1y,
/s/  Hedda  Garza

P.S.   At   our  meeting  tonight,   the  New  York  coml`ades  voted  to  support
the  contents  of  this  letter.    They  also  requested  to  have  it  Circulated
to  the  membership  of  the  f ormel`  REOC  nationally  so  that  all  those
who  chose  to  disassociate  themselves  from  the  L.A.  positions  can.
do  so.     It  is  obvious  to  us  that  oul`  status  in  the  F.I.  will  be  in
jeopardy  if  there  is  any  indication  that  we  go  along  with  such  a  pos-
ition.     The  comrades  also  voted  to  begin  fusion  steps  with  the  SWI'  in
New  York.

P.P.S.   We  al`e  also  enclosing  a  contl`ibution  fl`om  Rogel`  for  printing
in  the  Bulletin.


