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Woew York

D=or Carolinec,

Encloszd ie . letver from ikodo and & auick
trenslation I 4id (it aceds checking in a couply of
places), olong vith ny reply to bwim., I think it vould
be & good idec to shrre this corrrcspondence with the
others over- nere. Whet do you think? .

Pleage take up Tthe releveat points with the coarcdes
ot IP and the sperkers burcru. Mikedo's lettor convinces
me even wors vhat we should do- cvorything we coan to sct
up a tour for Leo Tscuel in Jrouvary if possible, with
vine cllotes for hor to o1 .nd the plenua, Bven aside .

from this, I'm sure the tour would be a success in itself.
(Sh2 spesaks English well, by the .wey, S0 there would be
no W need to arrangs translation.) But if 2 tour's to be
Aonc, 1t rust be arroanged quiekly.

I 2lready told Leer about my conversation with Solange,
so it moay not be nccessery to write a lotter. If you still

e
voent o sond a letiéw, then 1t should bz editod a bit.
“nelosed are iy suggestions.
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letter from Mlkado of the Isreell Revolutionsry
Communist League
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Jerusalem
November 4, 1976

Dear Gus,

Lea just got back from Europe and gsve me the news
from you. 1I've been thinking of writing youf for a long
time now, but unfortunately I wasn't able to find the
time, I did recelve your letter of June 16, Please
excuse me for not having con firmed receipt of 1t.

As xorAtILea's trip toc North America, we have not
had confirmation from the AAUG. So the question is posed
of whether such a tour would be financially possible,
independently of the AAUG. If so, we think it would
be both possible and worthwhile for our movement in the
region and in North America to orgemnize such a tour.
There 1is no need to add that it could also be useful for
the Palestinian moverent as a whole.

I hope that, in the framework of the International
Arab Commission, you were able to receive a rather
detailed report of#f our activitles and our development.
withéut wanting to be too optimistlic, or, as the French
cormradea say, triumphalistic, I think that we have come
out of the crisls we were in two years ago, -and that the
organization is developing today on a clearer and
healthier organizational =- and programmatic -- basis,
We are now located in 8 areess (cells or groups of close
sympathizers), numbering around sixty people, thouph,
of course, not all are members of the RCL. We are
beglnnlnt to become not just a progrsmmatic, but an
organizational reality among the Pale"tlnian population,
and we even have a small presence in the territories
occupied in 1967, The violent attacks of the CP against
the RCL, ever since the Day of the Land, reflectthis bett,
development ## and the disarray of the CP in face of the
emergence of an alternative to the left -~ partlcularly
at a time when the CP is accentusting its rightist
evolution still further (the theses for its forthcoming
congress speak for the first time, of the recognition

of the state-of Israel as.aujéﬁ?sh stéte‘and as the

eXpression of the national rights ol the Jews,)

So it 1is easy to understand our impact: .a perlod of
radicallization smong the Palestinian population and a
rightist evolution of the party that has had hsgemony
in that population opens up all kinds of opportunities
and radicsl alternatives, whether they be nationalists
(this current is developing, and we have relations of
collaboration/debate with 1t) or revolutlomary karxlsts,

The radicalization is less deep, less real, within
the Jewish zm®populastion, but the very serlous attacks
against the purchasing power of the workers gives reason



2...-0

to think that very Importsnt struggles 2re to be
expected and prepared for., At the present time, these
struggles are beginning to developn, but they ar»
isolated from one another, and thus x&&EX% easlly broXen.
Here too, we have » consistent interventlon for the
first time, and hsave a small periphery cof Jewich
workers =- though we have no illusions about our
capacity to play a2 leaderchip role todey, even over

the vauguard workers, _

All this was at the genter of the discussion at
our last congress %;zrs:%dr 1976 -- tr.].g A general
political resolution analyzed the crisis of the Zlonist
state since the October war, ané the consequences for
the Revolutlonary Marxists. A second resolution drew
the organizational consequences from the first. wWhat
is worthwhile to note is that the latest developments
of the organization and the perspectlives that flow from
thils forced us to make a critical review of our past
tactics, which were very much marked by propagandisnm
and a refuoal to deal with the construction of movements
of 2 mass character. It was this that was the main
axis of the congress document, which 2ffirms the ms
necesslty of bullding or particlpating actively in such
movements (the women's movement, ¥% setting up of
solidarity cormittees with the Argentine political
prisoners, village committees, etc.).

. The third document of our ccngress dealt with
"Revolutionary Communists and the Palestinian Resistance."
It is a very imnportant document from the programmatic
point of view: 1t lays down the principled positions and
the political and organizational 1links batween the
Revolutionary Marxists snd the different components of
the Palestinisn Resistance. If from the general poilnt
of view we merely recapltulated the traditiocnal positions
of the RCL end the Fourth International, it 1is
nevertheless to be noted that certailn qmbigu“tins vhich
existed in the psst have disappeamed (the nction of the
liberation of Palestine, the unconditional support to the
Resistance, the problem of national rights of the
Jewish minority). It seems to me, personally, that some
of the SWP!s critieisms of our positiontmay have been met,

In addition to the discussion, the congress adopted
a resolution of solldsrity with the victims of repression
in Argentina, with Paez and Apaze, and with the political
prisoners in the Zionist prisons.

By its content as well as 1its mood -- and its -
binational cumposition =~ this congress xmeimmmichrrume

~EESCh = registered some
of the important geins made by the organizatlion. There

will be a special congress, two months befors the world
‘congress, to take up internationsl problems,
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Armed with the resolutions of our fourth congress,
we are launchiing an offensive agelinst the CP. Throuzgh
a policy of united action, with sction comnittees based
in [check tr.] the Yalestinian populstion, we want to
create a favorable relationship of forces, which could,
perhaps, be translated onto the electoral arena as well,
As far as the other left organlzations are concerned,
we have little "competition™: relstions with ths comrades
of the ISO [Isrnseli Socilalist Creanization, the new
left and anarchist remnants of the old kstzpen -- tr,]
are relatlvely good, and an ongoing collaborstion exists
at the leadership lsvel and in day-to-day work. Siah
La new left group --tr.] and the RCA [Revolutionary
Communist Allisnce, Maoist -- tr.] have dissolbed.
As to the Vanguard group [ OCRFI -- tr.), after some
success smong Arab students, due sbove all to the crisis
we ourselves were undergoing, they are today in a real

decline, and we hardly ever run across them in our political

activity in either the Jewlsh o Arab sectors, This

decline 1s due, on the one hand, to their rightist

x positions covered up by ultra-left and sectarian

language, and, on the other hand, to their violent methods

against the other components of the left., We know, in

other respects, thet there 1g an Important debste goling

on in this organization, and that many members have

quit recently.

Lo d At
~ This letter sat on my des¥ for several days. In the

meantime, I recelved your letter. I'm going to try to

see what's up with Maria Joffe. When they are ready,

I'll send you the FZR documents of the congress which will

be brought out in a special issue of International, our

theordtical review, If IP could publish extracts, that

would be good. But it seems as if IP 1s ignorinz us,

given the small amount of materizl published this yvear,

We, by contrast, have published a lot, including from

IP...0n the same subject, there were lstters from Israel

publlished in the last IP and the £88 last Militant,

We would be interested in getting in tovch with these

correspondents,

The last point thst I'd like to raise -- too briefly, -
unfortunately$ —- 1s the situstlion inside the FI. Aside
from the IIB and the accounts of United Secretsriat e
meetings, we have Lad no general report., Nevertheless,

~these documents are enough to cause us serious concern

over the incomprehensible attitude of the SYP.

It seems to me that the SYP has decided to break all
international discipline and not to respect the explicit
resolutions of the international leadershilp It even seems
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that this ¥wees has become a position of principle
coneerning the very notlon of democratic centralism on
an intern~tionsl scale. If that 1s the case, it would
be a grave rupture with the programmatlc bases of our
moveent, Speaklng frankly, I do not comprehend such
an attitude on the part of the 3WP, at the very moment
when the intern~tional majority 1s modifying some of its
overly "leftizt" positions, and ¢ new homogeniz=tion of
the international seems llke 1t might be possible.

In this sense, the international report of the last
congress of the SWP, and the general attitude [ embience?
ambiance? =--tr.] towards the Iinternational, if one can
judge from the IB's received here, have a dangerous
- = dynamlc which leads =- conscicusly or not ~- to a
break -~ which would slso be a break with the programmatic
past of the SWP; that's the way 1t seems to me., I would
like to hear your =g opinion of this queation.

OsKe That's 1it. I hope to hear from you soon.

1 Fraternal regards,

s/Mikado



Paris
December 2, 1976

Jerusalem
Dear Michel,

Your letter of lYNovember 4 arrived several deays
apo., I was very pleassd to get such a complete report
of what 1s happening in Israel -~ and especlally to
hear ol the reasl progress you are making. I also
saw your letiter of QOctober 20 to the Arab Commlssion,
Everyone is anxiously awalting the documents of your
congress. Will you send a French or English translation?
If not, we will try to arrange at least & pesrtial
translstion or summary from here,

After talking to Lea last montk, I contacted the
comrades In New York about the poasibility of a tour
arrangement with the AAUG, Now that that aeems unlikely,
I'1]l check agsin to see 1If we can arrange something
ourselves. I hope 1t. can work out.

I'1ll also get in touch with IP and the Kllitant
to see 1f they have tlie addresses for the people who
wrote the letters., I don't know why IP hasn't published
more of your mesterial, Perhaps there are difficulties
in srranging translations, There was only one person
(not an SvWrer) available to translate, and this was on
@ volunteer basis, several months ago. I just noticed
though, that there was something in the November 29
1ssue. In any case, articles in French or English,
sent directly to IP, are much more likely to be published,
By the way, 1t sounda from your report that sn interesting
article could be written on the evolution of the CP, 8

You did not mention whether your earlier planx to
publish a pamphlet with Dave Frankel's article on Jews
in the USSR was ever pzik realized. If so, please send
a copye. (If it is not yet published, but you still
plan to do so, remember thes small factual correction
in Ip, page 639, April 19, 1976 issue.)

YT Y) Y.
Jedidedededt

On the points you raised concerning the situation
in the Fourth International, From the context of your
letter 1t seems like you have racelved SWP IIB no. 9,
1976, with the United Secretarist motlons and the reply
of the SWP PC concerning the invitationa to the 1976
. SV convention. If not, let me know snd I'll send 1%
to you. Also, SWP IIB no. 10 contains the minutes of
the SWP convention. Since then, Important.decisions
have been msde at the October snd Novemaber United
Secretarfat meetings. You should have the October
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minuted by now. The November minutes will be available
soon. Addithonal documentation will also be svallable
soon in the IIDB, All of thla should give you a better
1dea of the overall situstion,

I disagree wlth your view that the SWP rejocts the
principle of democratic B centralism on an intemctional
scale, In my opinlon, there were two lssues Involved
in the csse of the invitations to the SWP convention,

1, The correctness of the United Secretarist
issuing instructions on invitation=a tc the nrtional
conventlions of national partlea. This quecstlion was
first posed wilth regard to the December, 1975 convention
. of the LSA/ISO, the Canadian section. You can see in
the SWP PC statement. (IIB, no. 9, page 13) that we
were -agalnat the instructions that the United -
Secretariat voted to send at that time, What was
involved here was not the general principle of dﬂmocratic
centralism, but the specific case,

As for the SWP convention, the ressoning behind our
view was explalned more fully in the report by Jack
Barnes, adopted by the convention. I won't go into
that now, since the report will be published scon in
the IIDB, The actual motion-adopted at the SWp. -
conventlion was published in SWP IIB, no. 10, page 9.
This ﬂonion readss

\ "To reject the iInsiructions of the United
Secretsriat of ths Fourth Intermational
to rescind the invitation to the OCRF
to send an observer to the open sessionsa
of the Twenty-Eighth Haticnal Convention
of the Socialist Workers Party.?

Here, too, what was involved was a specific case,

24 The SWP PC statement, sand the report by Jack
Barnes, centsred on the merlts of the lssue: that is,
whether it was justifiable to invite the OCRFI to
attend the open sessliona of the convention, based on
the past history of the OCRFI request for dlscussions
with the United Secretsriat, and the subsequent
developments,

This is the key question thst rmust be answered,
If you believe that the Invitatlion wes not justified
on the merits, then of course you would agree that it
should hsve been rescinded., But 1f you agree that the
Invitation was justified, what would you say about the
instruction? And what would you have done under
sinmilar clrcumstances?

At the October United Secretariﬁfmeeting, a
posltive step forward was taken in the diascusslion of
this fundamental question: how to respond to the OCRFI
request for discusslon? Unanimous agreement was reached,
in the presence of lesders of all the main International
currents in the Fourth International. This was a key
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step not only towards x resolving this important question,
but in helping establlsh a zpirit :£ that could help

lead to a reduction in frictions of 'a factlonal nature.
(It's no secreis that the dif ferences over how to

respond to the OCRFI have exacerbated things.)

The reason that such a spirlt prevailed at the
October meeting, in my opinlon, was thd the United
Secretariat took & declslons, including on the question
of the OCRFI, that were objectlve, nonesectarlian, and
non-factional,

Since that time, however, serious differences emerged
again at the November meoting over how to evaluate
the OCRFI response to the statenmsnt asked of them by
the United Secretariat. (You should be getting the
minutes of the meeting soon.) The position adopted
by majority vote in Nowmber was completely indefenaible,
in my opinion, just the opposlite of the October decision.
S0 that creates a big problem. But there 1s.3%ill a
possibility that thils problem will be resolved. A%
least I hope it will be at the December meeting.

In other respects, there Ims been progressz towards
collaboration at the centery, and this was reported to
the November United Secretariat méeting. There are some
cormon activities, a 1little more exchange of Information,
agreenents hsve been reached on the handling of soms of
the practical problems, and, on-soma points of political
discussion there has been an exchange of opinion ‘
crossing facticnal lines. Soms of the new docunents
belng submitted to- the inbtermatlonsl discussion will be
submitted in the nemes of individuals, rather than
- tendencles or factions,to try and encourage a more open
exchange of views.

Of course, this development 1s just a few weeks
old, and at the very beginning stages. But if things
chould continue along these lines, then we will be
taking blg steps towards a gozl that I hope all of us
support: the di ssolution of the structured tendencles x
and factions in favor of locser &deological formstions,
That would really hbe 8 big step forward for the
international as & whole, And it would help the process
of achleving clarity In the political debates,

Best regards,

Gus Horowltz



