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THE WORKERS' Revolutionary
Party and Its paper the "Newsline”
have devoted much of their recent
efforts to an intamous slander camp-
aign against Joseph Hansen and
George Novack, two long-standing
American socialist activists, and
leaders of the Soclalist Workers'
Party. it Is Infamous because, as In
any police state, the very fact of the
accusation becomes the main — and
only — ‘‘evidence’’.
been calied on the 36th annivers-
ary of Trotsky's death to be told that
Hansen is an ‘agent of the GPU’, an
accomplice, either by criminal neg-
lect or by deliberation, in the Stalin-
ist murder of Trotsky.

This shamefu! effort is a deliberate
technique, borrowed from Stalinism,
to create an atmosphere of witchunt
and bigotry among WRP members,
directed both at other tendencies
in the working class movement and
against any dissent inside the WRP.
The WRP leadership find this nec-
essary to whip their flagging ranks
into line, and to cover up for their
ever more Qgross opportunism,
vividly expressed in thelr uncritical
support for Libya's military dictator,
Gaddafi.
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The trigger for this campaign
seems to have come from the Wohi-
forth episode. Tim Wohiforth was
for over ten years the central leader
of the Workers' League, the US sect-
ion of the WRP's “International
Committee of the Fourth Internation-
al” (not to be confused with the inter-
national faction founded by J P Can-
non in 1953, which in 1983 fused with
the "International Secretariat of the
Fi", led by Pablo and Mandel, to
form the present USF1).

Two years ago G Healy, central
leader of the WRP, instructed Wohi-
forth, on no adequate grounds, to
subject his companion Nancy Fields
to investigation as a possible CIA
agent Wohiforth hesitated: and was
expeiled from the Workers' League,
thauah even the "ICF1” ‘inquiry’ ev-
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The organisations signing the state-
ment call on other working-class and
revolutionary organisations to add
their signatures — and it is to be
hoped that the IMG, British section
of the USFI, will be among them.

THE UNDERSIGNED working ciass
organisations hereby condemn the
slander campaign against Joseph
Hansen and George Novack waged
by the WRP and those who follow
them on this point on the intemat-
fonal level.

We characterise this campaign as
s poisonous, disruptive, and anti-
working class campaign.

Some of our erganisations have
important political disagreements
with Hansen, Novack, and the Soc-
ialist Workers’ Party — but we fight
for our politics with the proletarian
methods of principled debate, not
the Stalinist methods of smear and
slander. The WRP’s charges against
Hansen and Novack amount to no-
thing more than the fact that they
refused to lsunch a general witchant
against the danger of possible Stal-
Inist agents. If that fact convicts
Hansen and Novack, then it should
also convict James P Cannon and
Leon Trotsky himself — who always
refused to establish a regime of
permanent witchunt.

Similarly, the undersigned organ-
Isations condein the campaign wag-
ed by the OCl, which — without the
slightest proof — accuses Michel
Varga of being an agent of both the
CIA and GPU, and their recourse to
physical attacke against milltants of
the LOR, as well as against other
revolutionary militants who tried to
Intervene in these incldents. We are
dealing here too with Stalinist meth-
ods that must be banned from the
Trotskylst movement, as well as
from the working class movement as



Wohitorth wrote an account of
these nightmarish events which was
pubiished n *intercontinental
Press”, a journal on which Hansen
and Novack are editors. Healy's
response — alleging that Hansen
and Novack, with whom he worked
closely for over a decade, have been
accomplices of the Stalinist secret
police for 40 years — has confirmed
what Wohiforth's story indicated,
that Healy has no sane view of reality

Workers' Actien fully endorses
the statement we reproduce below,
signed by several revolutionary soc-
1alist organisations of ditferent coun-
iries. The statement condemns the
gangster methods not oniy of the
WRP but aiso of the French OCI,
which was until 1971 the sister org-
anigation of the WRP (then SLL).
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Miche! Varga ls currently leader
of the LOR {"Revolutionary Workers'
League”) of France. He particip-
ated in the Hungarlan rising In 1956,
naving, It seems, some iHusions in
pourgeols democracy at the time.
Subsequently he was for 15 yoars a
isader of the OCI.

After expelling Varga and his
group, the OCI has denounced him
as an agent both of the CiA and of
the GPU. While Varga's record s
by no means as impeccable as Han-
 sen’s, the OCi's denunciations can-

not be calied other than irrespans-
ible. Certainly there ls no adequate
evidence. And If the OCI were right
on any point, the first question wouid
be why the OC! leadership, with (ull
knowledge, allowed Verga to lead
thelr work in relation to Easiern
€urope for so long.

Moreover, the OCI have fallowed
a systematic policy of physical att-
acks on the miiitants of the LOR and
on militants of other organisations
(LCR, LO, Combat Communiste)
who have intervened to delend the
LOR members,

The OCI's methods are no less
poisonous than the WRP's. Howev-
or, a representative of the United
Secretariat of the Fourth Internat-
jonal at the Iinternational conter-
ence, called by LO and other tend-
encies, which adopted the state-
ment, declined to support the cond-
emnation of the OCI. This position
can only be explained as an off-
shoot of the diplomatic manoeuvr-
ings which the USFI minority
(‘Leninist-Trotskyist Faction')
has been carrying on with the OCI.

In these (wo cases, those really
gulity of foul dealings are the lead-
ers of the WRP and the OCI, who try
o solve political problems through
vile slander campalgns.
International-Communiss League
(Britain); Lutte Ouvriere |Francel
Combat Ouvrier |Antilles}; Union
Africaine des Travailleurs Commun-
istes Internationalistes; Spark {1 S 4]
Internationale Kommunistische Liga
Austrial; Lega Comunista \haly|
Spartacusbund {Germany ).
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BASINGSTOKE, BIRMINGHAM, BRISTOL
CAMBRIDGE, CARDIFF, CHEI MSFORD,
CHESTER, COVEN1TRY, EDINBURGH,
HUDDERSFIELD, LEICESTER, LIVERPOOL
LONDON, MANCHESTER, MIDDLESBROUGH
NEWCASTLE, NEWTOWN, NORTHAMPTON,
NORWICH, NOTTINGHAM, READING,
ROCHDALE, SHEFFIELD, STAFFORD, STOKE

Write for details of meetings and activitics to:
WASG, 49 Carnac Street, London SE27




