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MINUTEs  oF  NATloNAI,  cormlTTRE  pl,ENUM
April  29,   Hay  I,   2,   3,   1976

I.il  2

Convened  by  D®   Jenness   --10:05   a.m®

Motion by  D.   Jenness:     That  Musa  chair  the  first  session®

Carried®

Attendance :

Regular.:     BaI`nes,   Blackstock,   Breitman,   BI`itton,   Canejo,

?E:=#¥;yDeinB:I:Kid:;5:nrio:::Z%£,HS:S3:::;s£;=¥Sen
Jenness,   Jones,   Iiovell,   Lund,   Ijyons,   Miah,   Mol`rison,
Pulley,  Ring,   Scott,   Seigle,   Sheppard,   Stapleton,
Stone,   Thomas,   Watel`s

Altel'nates:     Mol`ell,   Evans,   Benson,   White,   Foley,   IiaMont,
Seidman,   Hawkins,   Robel`ts,   Matson,   MCBI`ide,
Henderson,   Styl.on,   Finkel,   Chase,   Mackler,   Manuel,
Rodriguez,  Reid,   Chainey,   Smith,  Heisler,   Sojoul`ner,
Mal`key,   Vasquez,   Musa

Control  Commission:    Brundyo  Chester,   Clover,   Scheer

i®      ORGANlzATION   OF   THE.  pLrmlM

D.   Jenness
on  organ

Motion :

repol`ted  I'ecommendations  of  the  Political  Committee
ization  of  the  plenum:

To  appl`ove  the  following  procedural  recommendations:

That  in  cases  of  procedural  disputes,  discussion  be
limited  to  two  speakers,   one  for  and  one  against,   and
that  each  speaker  be  limited  to  two  minutes®

That  general  discussion  be  limited  to  ten  minutes  per.
speaker  and  that  no  one  speak  twice  until  all  who  wish
to   speak  have  alread.y  done   so®

That  tbe  PI.esiding  Committee  consist  of  Barnes,   Gal`za,
Horowitz,   Do   Jenness,   Jones,   Miah,   Rodriguez,   Sheppard,
St;apleton ,1.,`/aters a

4®     To  designate  Bombaro,   Eidsvik,   and  Rupp  as   secl`etaries®

5®     To   invite   as  observers:     Control  Commission  membel`s,   heads
of  national  departments,  membel`s  of  the  youth  NEC,   local
and  branch  organizers,   and  special  guestso

6.     To  give  voice  to  ol`ganizers  and  depal.tment  heads  wbo  are
not  membel`s  of  the  National  Committee  dul`ing  discussion
of  the  Implementation  of  Pal`ty  Turn  Report.

Carried.



Hot ion :

-2-

To  approve  the  following  agenda:

i.     OI`ganization  of  Plenun
2®     Wol`ld  Political  Situation
3.`     The  Crisis  of  Amel`ican  Capitalism  and  the  Struggle  for

Chicano  Libel`ation
4®     Draft  Resolution  on  the  Finerging  Puerto  Rican  Struggle

in  the  United  States  and  Its  Pel`spectives
5
6
7
8
9

Motion :

Boston  Desegregation  Campaign
Party  Canpaign  Against  Govel`nment  Harassment
Implementation  of  the  Party  Tul`n  Repol`t
Youth  Report
Pal`ty  Growth  and  Financial  Pel`spectives
World  Movement  Reports
Convention  Call

Carriedo

To  approve  the  scbedule   (see  attached)  with  the  undel`-
standing  that  time  will  be  scheduled  after  Puel`to  Rican
Struggle  Resolution  point  for  Boston  Desegregation
Campaign  report a

Carried.

2.      WORLD  POIjlTICAL   SITUATION

Barnes reported.

Discussion:     Thomas,   Roberts,   Tussey,   Foley,   Ring,   Horowitz

Recess   --12:35  porn.

Reconvene  --2:00  p®m.

Fur.ther  Dis.cussion:     Seidman

Summal`y:      Bal`nes

Motion : To  approve  the  general
Situation  Repol.t a

line  of  the  Wol`ld  Political

Vote :
Regular  members:     29  fol`

0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:     30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Cal`riedo

THE  CRISIS   OF  AMERICAN   CAPITALISM  AND   THE   STRUGGliE   FOR
ANO  IjlBERATION

Motion by  Waters:     g°anE±¥2,V:±&ez¥r:::®this  Point  to  Hel`nandez,

Cal`riedo
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Rodriguez  repol`ted.

Discussion:     Ranirez,   Ring,   Hernandez,   Musa

Summary:     Rodriguez

Motion : to  approve  the  general  line  of  the  resolution  and  repol`t.

Vote :
Regulal`  membel`s:     29  for

0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:     30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Carl`iedo

DRAFT   RESOLUTION   0N   THE  EMERGING   PUERTO   RICAN   STRUGGLE   IN   THE
ATES RSPEC

Motion by  Do   Jenness  for  the  Presiding  Committee:     That  visitor.s
from  Puel`to  Rican  Ijiga  de  Trabajadol`es  Internacionalista
and  P6rez  from  Militant
of  this  pointo

Garza reported®

staff  be  given  voice  in  discussion

Cal`ried®

Discussion:     Thomas,   Markey,   Roberts,   IiaMont,   P6I`ez,   Pulley,
D®   Jenness,   Irrizal`y,   Camejo,   Barnes,   Thomas,   Sojourner

Stmary:     Garza

Motion : To  appl`ove  the  general  line  of  the  I`esolution  and'  repol.t.

Vote :
Regular  members:     29  for.

0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:     30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Carried.

Recess   --7:00  porn.

Frida ril  29
Reconvene   -~   9:30   aom.

Motion by  Presiding  Committee:     That  Chertov  chair  this  session.

C aLrr i e d a
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.     pART¥  CArm?AIGN  AGAINST  GoVEENrmrm   HARASsr"NT

Motion
8

by  D.  Jenness  for  Presiding  Commit;tee:     ghat  Novack  be
iven  voice  in  discussion  of  Party  Campaign  Against  Government

Hal`as sment .

Carl`ied.

Stapleton  I`eported.

Discussion:     Jones,   Smith,   Tussey,   Halstead,   Miah,  Morell,
Sheppard,   BI`itton,   Vasquez,   Seidman,   Ring,   Ijund,   Novack®

Summary:     Stapleton

Motion:

Motion

To  appl.ove  the  general  line  of  the  report®

Vote :
Regular  members:   29.fo±...

0  against
0  abstent;ions

Consultative:     50  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Carried.

by  Benson  for  I'residing  Committee:     To  send  the  following
message  to  Partido  Socialist

Deal`   Coml`ades ,

a  de  TI`abajadores  of  Argentina:

The  plenum  of  the  National  Committee  of  the  Socialist  Workers
Party  conveys  its  fullest  intel`national  solidarity with  you  on
this  May  Day®     Though  you,   along  with  the  I`est  of  the  Argentine
wol.king  class,   are  once  again  confl`onted  with  a  military  dictatol.-
ship  and  all  the  grave  hardships  that  it  imposes,  we  al`e  confident
that  you  will  meet  this  test  with  the  same  I`evolutionary  tenacity
you  have  shown  in  the  past,   and  that  y`ou  will  help  prepal`e  the
new  class  batt;1es  that  will  over.throw  this  dictatorship  --  and  the
AI`gentine  ruling  class  --once  and  for  allo     We  pledge  our  complete
support  for  a  vigorous  international  campaign  in  defense  of
Argentine  political  prisonel`s  and  all  victims  of  the  new  military
dictators ®

Carl`ied  Unanimousl

Recess   --.12.:-45   p.m®

Reconvene   --2:15   p®m®

6.      BOSTON   DESEGREGATION   CAPPAIGN

!%5f€#ebxa#r£:a:o:fp5: S::::!.gog#g::ig ::pg:!es;lfii:a:
and  to  give  vo.ice  to  Boston  organizers,  Harl`is,   and  Severs
in .that  discussion®

Carried®
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ue reported.
Discussion:     Thomas,   severs,   Hillson,   IjaMont,   Dixon,   Iussey,

Waters,   Warren,   Henderson,   Reid,   DeBerry,   Bal`nes

Surmary:     Miah

Recess   --5:30  p®mo

Reconvene   --7:10  p®mo

®      IMpljEMENTATION   OF   PARTY   TURN

Jones repoI`ted®

I)iscussion:     Thomas,   Hawkins,   Feldman,   Rudenstein

Recess   --9:10  porno

Saturda
Motion by  Presiding  Committee  that  Scott  chair  this  session.

Cal`ried®

Furt;her  Discussion:     Kelly,   Ugolini

Mob ion : To  grant  Ugolini  a  30-second  extensiono

Carriedo

Ful`ther  Discussion:     Ugolini,   Mackler

Motion : To  grant  Mackler  a  one-minute  extension®

Cal`riedo

Further  Discussion:     Mackler,  Markey,   Jaquith

Motion : T`o  grant  Jaa_uith  a  three-minute  extensiono

Carried®

Further.  Discussion:     Jaquith,  Roberts,  Little,  I.  Jenness,
Heisler,  Ijibby

Hot;ion
PO

from  Presiding  Committee:     To  reduce  speaking  time  on  this
int  to  eight  minutes  per  speaker.®

Carried.

Further  Discussion:     Seidman,   Meyers,   Morell

Motion : To  grant  Morell  a  two-minute  extensiono

Carried .
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Further  Discussion:     Morell

Mob ion : To  grant  Mol`ell  a  one-minute  extension.

Car.Tied.

Further  Discussion:     Morell,  Morial'ty,  Henderson,   DeBerry,   Chel.tov

Motion : Io  grant  Chertov  a  one-minute  extension®

Carried®

Further  Discussion:     Chertov,   Reimel`s

Motion : To  grant  Reimers  a  30-second  extension.

Carried®

Ful`ther  Discussion:.    Reimers,   Tussey,   Camejo,   Studer

Recess  --12:55  p.in.

Reconvene  --2:30  p.in.

Further  Discussion :     Bak

Motionf To  gI`ant  Bah  a  30-seEond  extension.

Carried.

Further  Discussion:     Bak,  Vidal,  Mahn

Motion : To   gI.ant;  Mahn   a  30-s§cond  extension.

Carl.led.

Fur.thel.  Discussion:     Mann,  Warren,   BI.itton,   Vot;ava,   Ellis,
Buchanon,   Hil.1Eon,   Vasquez

S-ary:    Jones
Motion : To  appl`ove  the  general  line  of  the  repol.to

Vote :
Regulal`  members :

8.     YOUH  REPORT

Motions  on

30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:     30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

carl.lied.

pl`ocedul`e  by  PI`esiding  Committee:

i.    To  maintain  eight-minute  time  limit  for  speakers  in
discussion  of  youth  repol.t®
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To  reduce  discussion  period  of  youth  report  from  two  to
one~and-one-half  hours,   and  summal`y  from  one-half  to
one~fourth  hour.  .
To  reduce  time  for  Party  Growth  and  Financial  Perspectives
Repol`t  from  one  hour  to  one-half  hour.

Carriedo

Gel,Sh reported®

Discussion:     Pulley,   Seidman,   Do   Jenness

by  Barnes  for  Presiding  Committee:     To  give  voice  toMotion
organizers  in  this  discussion®

Carried®

Ful`ther  I)iscussion:     Stone,   Lo   Jenness,   Chertov,   Soares,   Singer

Motion by  Presiding  Committee  to  take  final  speakers  list  and
reduce speaking  time  to  five  minutes  per  speakel`®

Carried.

Further  I)iscussion:     Meyel`s,   Britton,  Rowand,   Reid,   Scheff,
Reimers

S-ary:    Gel`sh
Motion: To  register  consultative  approval  of  the  general  line

of  the  repol`to
Vote :
Regular  members:     30  for

0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:     50  for
0  against

Carried.                 °  abstentions

Recess   --6:45  porno

Reconvene   --8:20  porn.

9.      PARTY  GROWTH   AND   FIINANCIAlj  PERSPECTIVES

Sheppard  reportedo

Motion by  Presiding  Committee:     To  limit  discussion  on  this  point
to  eight  minutes  per  speakero

Discussion :     Morell

Motion

Carried®

by  Presiding  Committee:     To  give  voice  to  organizers  in
this  discussion®

Carried.
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Ftrther  Discussion:     Uhl,  Warl`en,   Matson,   Roland,   Budka,   Rowand,
Mackler,   Studer,   IiaMont

Summary:      Sheppard

Motion : To  appl`ove  the  general  line  of  the  repol`t®

Vote :
Regular  members :

Recess   --9:30  p®m.

Sunda

Reconvene  --9:55  a.in.

Motion

Motions

30  for
0  against
0  abstentions

Consultative:    .50  fol`
0  against
0  abstentions

Carl`ied.

by  PI`esiding  Committee  that  Finkel  chair  this  session®

Carried.

by  PI`esiding  Committee  for  procedul.e:

i.     To  change  schedule  to  I`ecess  plenum  at  lunch  for  intel`-
national  faction  meetings  in  the  afternoon,   and  to
I.econvene  plemm  at  4:30  p.mo   for  discussion  of  convention
c all o
To  give   IEC  members  voice  fol`  discussion  of  World  Movement
Report .

Carried®

loo      WORLD   MOVRENT   REPORT

Hol.Owitz =`eported®

Discussion:     Roberts,   Foley,   Mackler,   Bar`zman,   Thomas,   Vasquez

Summary:     Horowitz

Recess  --12:00  p.in.

Reconvene   -i  4:15  pom®

REI'ORT   ON   SPARK11®

Motion by  Presiding  Committee:     To  add  a  point  to  the  agenda  about
recent  meetings  with  SPARK®

Carried®

Seigl_e.  report;ed®

Discussion:     Tussey,   Mackler,   Bal`nes
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12®       CONVENTION   GAEL

Waters reported®      (See   attached)®

Discussion:     Breitman

Motion : To  adopt  the  convention  call.

Cal`I`iedo

Singing  of  the  Intel`nationale

Plenum  Adjoul`ned  --5:15   P®m®



I>RorosED   ELENUM  SCHEDULE

q}hursda I.il  29
10:00  -.I,0:15
10:15  -11:30
11:30  -12:30
12:30  -     2:00
2:00  -3:00
3:00  -3:30
3:30   -     4-:00
4300,-4:45

•4:45   -6:4.5

6:45  -    7:00

Frida

Organization  of  Plenum  (i/4  hour)
i.Jorld  Political  Situation Report  (i-i/4  hours)
Discussion,  Wol`1d  Political  Situation  (2  hrs. total)
Ijunch  (1-i/2  houl`s)
Discussion  continued,  Wol`ld  Political  Situation
Summary,  World  Political  Situation  (i/2  hour.)
Convention  Per.spectives  Report  (i/2  hour)
The  Crisis  of  American  Capitalis    and  the
Struggle  for  Cbicano  Iiibel`ation  Report  (3/4  houl`.)
Discussion,  Chicano  Iiiberation  (2  hours)
Sunmal.y,  Chicano  Liberation  (i/4  houl`)

I.il  30
9:30  -10:15

10:15  -12:15
12:15-1:45

.i:45   --    2-00
2:00  -3:00

5:00  -5:00
5:Oo   -     5:30
5:30  -7:oo
7:00  -8:15
8:15   -     9:30

Saturda

Draft  Resolution  on  the  Fhel.gins  Fuel.(to  Rican

g:;g:g]?3;a  :g:ryn±ted  States  and  Its  Per.spectives
Discussion,  Puel`to  Rican  Struggle  (2  hours  total)
Ijunch  (i-1/2  hours)

Summary,  fuel.to  Rican  Struggle  (i/4  hour)

£:;:¥tc{¥P£:u¥)Against  Govermment  Hal`assment
I)iscussion,  Pal`ty  Campaign  (2  hours)
Summary,  Party  Campaign  (1/2  hour)
Dinner  (I-1/2  hours.)
Implementation  of  Pal`ty  Turn  Repol`t  (1-1/4  hours)
Discussion,  Party  Turn  (4  hours  total)

9:30  -12:15
12:15  -     i:45
i:4.5'-     2:15
2:15   -     3:15

3:15   -5:15

5:15  -     5:45
5:4-5   -     7:15

7:15  -8:15

Discussion  continued,  Par.ty  Turn
Lunch  (1-1/2  houl`s)
Summary,   Pal`ty  Turn  (1/2  houl`)
Youth  Repol`t   (1  houI`)
Discussion  (2  houl`s)
Summary,  Youth  Report  (i/2  hour)
Dirmer  (1-1/2  hours)

?LarfgurG}Owth  and  Financial  Pel`spectives  Report



Saturday.  May  1  continued
8:15  -     9:15    Discussion,   Party  GI`Qut`h. (i  hour)
9:15  -9:30    Summary,  Partydrouth  (i/4  hour)

Sunday.  Hay  2
9:30  -lo:3o

10:50  -12:00
12:00  -12:30
12:30  -I:30
1:30.-     2:30
2:30  -     4:00
4:00  -4:30
4:30  -5:cO

5:00  -5:30
5:30  -5:45

Wol.1d  Movement  Report  I   (1  hour)
Discussion,  World  Movement  I   (i-1/2  hours)
Summary,   Wol`ld  Movement  I   (1/2  hour)
Lunch  (i  hour)   (YSA  serving)
Wol.ld  Movement  Report  11   (1  hour)
Discussion,  Wol`1d  Movement  11   (lil/2  hours)
Summary,   World  Movement  11   (1/2  hour)
Convention  Call  Report  (i/2  houl`)
Discussion,  Convention  Call  (i/2  hour)
Summary,  Convention  Call  (1/4  hour)



CAI,IJ FOR , THE  TWENTy-EIGHT  NATIONAL  corvENTION OF   THE

SOCIAljlsT  WORKERS   PARTY

May  2,1976

TO  ALL  IjocALS BRAHCHES END  MrmBERs

Dear  Comrades,

Nat±oELa=sE:=±€%e:hfe::%;i:::::  %£etE:eE%;:¥±:£%£t±:¥::i:i  g::_
vention  of  the  Socialist  Workel`s  Pal`ty  to  convene  in  Ohio  at

i£;83s€]qg:ni3¥]E£?' i±?8u;£Z  :3?n£9;3}?±nue  through  six  days
AGENDA

The  National  Committ;ee  pl`oposes  the  following  agenda  for
the  convention:

World  Political  Situation
World  Movement  Reports
Political  Resolution  and  Reports
Black  Iiiberation  Repol`t
Chicano  Ijiberation  Resolution
Puerto  Ricans  in  the  U.S.  Resolution
Organizat;ional  Repol`ts
Youth  Report
Election  of  National  Committee

PRECONVENTION  DISCUSSION

The  party  preconvention  discussion  is  f ol`mally  opened
May  10,   1976. The  Discussion  Bulletin  is
members  and  pl`ovisi eps   On e

open  f or  all  party
subjects  listed  in  the

agenda  or  others  which  they  may  wish  to  present  for  the  con-
sideration  of  t;he  party.    As  authorized  by  the  party  constitu-
tion,  the  Political  Committee  has  set  a  deadline  of  the  last
business  mail  of  July  23,   1976,   for  acceptance  of  preconvention
discussion  articles  for.  the  bulletin.

Branch  membel`ship  meetings  shall  be  arl`anged  f or  discus-
sion  of  the  various  subjects  on  the  agenda.    Our  traditional
provisions  and  safeguards  for  the  adequate  and  fl.ee  presentation
of  all  points  of  view  shall  govel`n  all  discussion.

CONVENTION   ASSESSMENT

As  authorized  by  the  par.ty  constitution,   a  convention
assessment  of  S12.00  per  member  is  hereby  levied,   the  payment
of  which  is  obligatory  for  every  member  not  totally  unemployed.



-2-

BASIS` OF   REPRESENTATION

i.     Representation  from  the  branches  shall  be  as  follows:
One  delegate  fol`  the  first  10  members  or  less,   and  one

:gg:!i:Ea!h8:::gaf3 ::rm:=:hc:£sS:g:=±::a: ::¥:=r:r::t¥g#
2.     Delegates  al`e  to  be  elected  by  branches  in  accol`dance

with  the  a.ctual  number  of  members  in  good  standing  who  have
been  admitted  to  the  party  prior  t;o  May  10,  '1976,   and  w-A-o  have
paid  their  convention  assessment,   as  Gel.tified  by  the  branch
executive  committee  on  the  day  of  voting.

3.     BI`anches  ol`ganized  after  May  10,   1976,   except  for  those
constituted  through  a  division  of  an  existing  branch,   are
entitled  to  send  fl`atel`nal  delegates  as  pl`ovided  by  t;he  pal`ty
c onstitution .

4.    Members  admitted  to  the  party  after  May  10,   1976,   are
entitled  to  voice  in  the  party  discussion  but  no  vote  on
I`esolutions  ol`  in' the   selection  of  delegates®

5®    Absentee  votes  on  political  resolutions  and  in  the
election  of  delegates  shall  not  be  permitted  except  in  clearly
established  cases  of  occupational  necessity,   illness,  or
party  assignment.    In  all  such  cases  the  votes  must  be  sub-
mitted  in  writing  and  recognized  by  motion  at  the  bl.anch
meeting  at  the  time  of  the  branch  voting®

6®     Members  transferl.ing  from  one  branch  to  another
within  the  sane  locality  subsequent  to  May  10,   1976,  must
vote  in  the  branch  from  which  they  transferred.

PROPORTIONAlj  REPRESEN±ATION

In  case  of  political  differences  defined  by  conflicting
resolutions,  the  election  of  delegates  in  the  bl`anches  is  to
be  on  the  basis  of  the  vote  on  I.esolution  oil  resolutions
voted  on  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  delegates  are  to  be
elected.     Members  voting  for  a  given  resolution  designate
the  delegate  or  delegates  to  which  they  are  entitled  on  the
basis  of  pro.pol.tional  repl`esentation  laid  down  in  this  call,
the  designations  to  be  ratified  by  the  brancho    Abstentions  .
in  no  case  count  as  votes®

i.  -If  there  are  two  counterposed  political  positions,
the  delegates  are  apportioned  between  the  majol`ity  and  the
minor.ity  in  propol`tion  to   the  vote  each  receives®     The  ber-
centage  of  the  vote  received  by  the  majol`ity,  multiplied  by
the  nunber  of  delegates  the  bl`anch  is  entitled.to,   is  rounded
off  to  the  nearest  whole  number  to  give  the  number  of
delegates  going  to  the  majority.     The  remainder.  al`e  assigned
to  the  minority®
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2.     If  thel`e  al`e  three  or  more  positions,  those  positions
which  received.  too  few  votes  to  possibly  get  a  delegate  al`e
eliminated  first,  beginning  wit;h  the  smallest.    That  is,   if
the  p.ercentage  of  the  vote  received  by  a  posit`ion  is  multi-
plied  by  the  number  of  delegates  the  branch  is  entitled  to,   .
and  the  I`esult  is   Ilo"  when  I`ounded  off ,   this  position  is  not
considered  and  its  votes  are  subtracted  from  the  total  vote.
After  such  positions  have  been  eliminated,  the  delegates  are
appol`tioned  to  the  remaining
one  with  the  highest  vote.
percentage  received  by  the  p

ositions,  beginning  with  the
ing  the  new  vote  total,  the
ition  with  the  highest  vote  is

multiplied  by  the  number  of  delegates  the  branch  is  entitled  t®
to  and  the  result    is  rounded  off  to  the  nearest  whole  number,
to  give  the  number  of  delegates  going  to  this  position.     The
same  procedure  is  I.epeated  with  the  position  receiving  the
second  highest  vote,  and  so  on,  until  all  the  a.elegates  the
branch  is  entitled  to  have  been  apportioned.

CONVENPION   ATTENDANCE

The  National  Committee  propose's  that  all  pal`ty  members
in  good  standing  may  attend  the  convention  as  visitors,   and
that  friends  may  be  admitted  to  the  sessions  provided  they
have  been  invited  by  a  branch.

FI`atel`nally  yours ,

NATIONAL  CO"ITTEE
SOCIAljlsT  WORKERS  PARTY

i 844tlL2-
ack  Barnes

National  Secretal'y


