POLITICAL COMMITTEE MEETING No. 19, February 20, 1976

Present: Barnes, Blackstock, Breitman, Garza, Gersh, L. Jemness,.
Jones, Lund, Stone, Thomas, Waters

Visitor: Morell
Chair: Stone

AGENDA: 1. Campaign Director
2. Boston
3, World Movement
4, San Antonio, Berkeley, Oakland
5. Membership
6. Branches, Districts, Locals
7. ERA Campaign
8. GMR and GSTQ Conventions
9. Spark
10. McReynolds Correspondence

1. CAMPAIGN DIRECTOR

Motion by Barnes: To assign Morell as national campaign
ditector and invite her to attend Political Committee meetings.

Carried.

2. BOSTON

Barnes reported on events in Boston.
Discussion

32, WORLD MOVEMENT
(Sanchez invited for this point.)

Thomas gave preliminary report on International Executive
Committee plenum.

Discussion

4, SAN ANTONIO, BERKELEY, OAKTAND

Stone reported on requests by 12 party members in San Antonio,
28 members in Berkeley and 21 members in Qakland to establish
party branches in each area.

Discussion
Motion: That the Political Committee authorize the members
in San Antonio, Berkeley, and Oakland to constitute party
branches in those cities.

Carried.
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5. MEMBERSHIP

Waters reported on proposal to accept EM and NM as provisional
members-at-large in Bowling Green, Ohio.

Motion: To approve the proposal.
Carried.

Waters reported on proposal to readmit Tim Wohlforth into
membership in the party and to assign him to work in the

Lower East Side branch. Propose to treat this as similar

to a fusion; to invite Wohlforth to National Comnittee plenum
and make National Committee material available to him. Will

run interview with Wohlforth and Nancy Fields in the Militant.
Propose Wohlforth continue correspondence with dissidents as
internal disintegration of Healy current continues. (See attached

Discussion
Motion: To approve the proposal.
Carried.

6. BRANCHES, DISTRICTS, LOCALS

Jones reported on progress of discussion about party structure
and organization with branches and locals.

Discussion
Motion: To approve the report.

Carried.

7. ERA CAMPAIGN
(Brown, Jaquith, and Hildebrand invited for this point.)

Jaquith reported about efforts to organize the national
emonstration in Springfield and responses that have been
organized to defend abortion rights (see attached).

Discussion
Motion: To approve the report.

Carried.

8. GMR AND GSTQ CONVENTIONS

Waters rep;fted on the invitations to attend as observers
eGroupe Marxiste Révolutionnaire and Groupe Socialiste des
Travailleurs du Québec conventions Februaryp26—20.

Discussion

Motion: To assign Thomas and Lund as Political C i
) ommitt -
resentatives to the respective conventions. °e Tep

Carried.



9. SPARK

Waters reported on discussions in Detroit and Baltimore with
members of Spark.

Discussion
Aﬁreed: To set up meeting to discuss collaboration with

eir national leadership and to propose exchange of
internal materials and discussion.

10. McREYNOLDS CORRESPONDENCE

Barnes reported (see attached).
Discussion

Agreed: That Blackstock and Stapleton maintain contact with
cReynolds.

Meeting Adjourned.
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WORKERS PRESS regretfully announces that it has
no alternative but to cease publishing after

- ‘today's edition. This folidws the decision of our

" printiny

firm, Plough Press, to ceass trading from
midni g

fast night,

The company is not going into liquidation and all
financial obligations $o suppliers, creditors and employees
. wiltbe metinfull. -

The continuous dally publication of Workers Press since
its founding on September 27, 1969, has been a
magnificent achievement. it has won the respect and
support of thousands of workers and youth in Britain and

- been’ an Inspiration to the revolutionary movement
throughout the world.

The background to Plough Piess's financial situation is

well known. The British Printing Industries Federation -

issued a statement on Thursday saying: ‘Rises in general
expenses over the last three months have increased
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" £50,000 CRISIS FUND
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orkers’ Press, we ‘appea
to sl ow 3-;“‘ to
Moﬂv_oz the £50,000 crisis
und.

We are determined to -

raise the
£14,000.

We wish to thank ail the
readers and supporters of
Workers- Press who
responded so magnificently
to our fund and gave so
generously. )

We are well sware of the

oulstanding

secrifice that this involved,

st a time when prices
everywhere are sosring.

. Chelmsiey Wood £2, East
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cent, Bringing e -

_ percent,

Workers Press o%-? tribute to the unsiinting devotlon

Rs readers and supporters and

subscribers. We can say without fear of contradiction that

no other movement could have carried forward the fight for
futi y newspaper like ours.

and sacrifice
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_Monthly Fund for February and to raise the final £14,000 for
the £50,000 Crisis Fund. Our movement has the sxparience -
and the confidence to obtaln the resources to carry the

tight forward.

We cail upon all our members and readers to .n.»:. to the
Workers Revolutionary Party and fight as never tifore i0
raise the February Monthly Fund and complate the £50,000

Crisls Fund.

Midiands £21.32, West End
Theatres £10, Lewisham

For six and a half years £16, Bexiey £9, Upton Park

Workers Press fought £20, Essex £61, Kilburn £1,
..we_o-.d .n.-.:nu. Chelsoa £1, Paddington £1,
capitalism and its agents in Villesden £10, Acton £7, JG
the labour movement. ~£10, 435% £5, South
.;-.. ._to...n _..o... hava been London £26.25. .
ossible without your
wev_.vo:. Now keep the M%u.w)»_u. in  yesterday
money coming in to
compiete the £50,000. TOTAL in so far £35,536.90.
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North rc:ne%. n»m.m“. A m“.ﬂnmcﬁ h
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“support of tens of thousands of
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the factories and no more. i
" We will campuign against the
lutest attacks on the, education
centre with the same
determination that we
completely rebutted the first .
onslwghtin September. )

That campaign raised  the

trade unionists and youth all
aver the country. .
Unions representing 3 million
members—the Transport and
Gencral. Workers® Union, the
ACTT, ASTMS, the National
Union of Ruilwaymen. and the
Nutioaal Union -of -
Studegis—have.  backed - our -
campaign in defence of basic
democratic rights. ~ -

& TURNTO PAGE TWO

ging the total rise since January 31, 1875, to

TGy~ - bodever

materials, by 1.3 n«om

February13,

PN T v Vs e

single parsopn and £21.20
for a married couple—is
only £9.84 and £158.55
respectively. .
Pensioners are an
addifional 18p a week
worse off because of tho
g nt's  docisi
not o pay the £10
Chrisimas bonus. -

Blind and
~ handicapped
hit by:
cuts —see
_ centre pages
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Report on May 16 National ERA Demonstration
by Cindy Jaquith, February 20, 1976

The May 16 national march on Springfield, Illinois, to de-
mand ratification of the Equal Rights Amendment is rapidly gaining
support around the country and has the potential to be a large and
important demonstration for women's rights. Called by the National
Organization for Women (NOW), the action is a rallying point not
only for NOW and other women's liberation groups, but also for
students, trade unions, Black organizations, and other supporters
of the ERA.

On several campuses in the Midwest, there are already strong
ERA-May 16 coalitions. In Washington, D.C., Pennsylvania, New
York, and New Jersey NOW is discussing plans to charter trains to
Springfield. A recent regional meeting of the UAW Vomen's Com-
mission in Illinois endorsed the action. In Los Angcles, an ERA
conference of 300 voted unanimously to hold a May 16 solidarity
march in Los Angeles.

In every city, we should be actively involved in building
May 16. We can begin right away to get endorsements for the march
from women's groups, student governments, unions, chapters of
the Coalition of Labor Union Women, the Coalition of Black Trade
Unionists, the NAACP, and from church groups, as well as from
prominent politicians, feminists, labor officials, and Black
community leaders.

We can start organizing buses on the campuses and in our
unions. Both male and female comrades should be introducing reso-
lutions in their unions backing May 16, urging the unions to set
up May 16 or ERA committees to mobilize the membership for the
demonstration.

We want to go to union conventions, women's conferences,
student meetings, and Black gatherings to ask support for May 16.
At the March 6-7 meeting of CLUW's National Executive Board, in
Washington, D.C., we will be urging the delegates to put national
CLUW on record in support of May 16 and to urge local CLUW
chapters to mobilize union support for the action.

The International Women's Day activities March 6-8 will
provide a very important way to get the word out on this demon-
stration. "On to Springfield!" should be the theme of the ERA
actions we are organizing. In some areas, we have invited leaders
of NOW to give keynote speeches on the May 16 demonstration. We
will also want to participate in the many other International
Women's Day activities planned, distributing literature and talking
to people about May 16. Although there is no national literature
on the demonstration available from NOW thus far, ERA coalitions
:ﬁd NO¥ chapters can put out local leaflets right avay to build

e action.

In general, our approach is to begin right avay building for
May 16 through whatever organization we can-—whether they be ERA
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coalitions, NOW chapters, campus women's liberation groups, or
unions. The exact type of group through which we do ERA work
will vary in different cities; the key is to begin working with
whatever forces are ready to move.

Since NOW is the national sponsor of the action, we want
to work as closely with NOW as possible, both as NOW members
and through our unions.

* * *

We also want to pay close attention to the stepped-up
campaign by the right wing against abortion, exhibited by
President Ford's recent blast against the Supreme Court de-
cision and by the large anti-abortion demonstrations that took
place in January. These attacks have alarmed supporters of
abortion rights, opening up the possibility of actions to
counter the anti-abortion offensive. At a national board
meeting in January, for example, NOW called for local pro-
abortion demonstrations in May, around the time of Mother's
Day, and for a national demonstration sometime this summer in
Philadelphia, when the Pope visits that city.

We want to help build these and any other activities in
response to the attacks on abortion. Our candidates and cam-
paign literature, articles in the Militant, and forums will be
an important part of this stepped-up campaign in support of
the right to abortion. We also want to sell widely the re-
vised Pathfinder pamphlet that has just come out, Abortion:
Women's Fight for the Right to Choose.
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Fred Halstead
Los Angeles, California
February 9, 1976

John Studer
Organizer, New York Local SWP, city wide.
New York, N.Y.

Dear John,

Enclosed find a copy of a letter I recently received from
Dave McReynolds. As you can see he wants two things: to
establish a liason with the SWP through some individual he can
get along with who is also authoritative in the SWP, and to dis-
cuss this electoral idea.

Quite aside from the electoral idea, I think it would be
useful to have someone assigned to this liason. It wouldn't in-
volve much time, Jjust someone who would keep in touch, make sure
the WRL had an exchange of our publications, and have an occasional
informal talk. For one thing it won't hurt for us to know what
is going on in pacifist social democratic circles, and also to
know whatever Dave knows about what is going on in the CP.

However, I am not familiar with or au current on who is
around New York. Could you send me a suggestion or two for such
a liason person, which I could pass on to Dave. I'l11l show this
letter to Doug when he visits here, which I understand he is going
to do in the next few days.

Regards,
s/ Fred Halstead
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War Resisters League
New York, N.Y.
February 4, 1976

Fred Halstead
Los Angeles, California

Dear Fred,

I have an idea that I want to raise with some of the groups
in the city here, including--at an early point--your Party. I
am a little hampered by not knowing who is the appropriate per-
son. So my request is to find out who you think I ought to ap-
proach--perhaps as an ongoing contact between WRL and the SWP,
which is realistically to say between myself and the SWP. I
maintain liason with the CP through Gil and this is the kind of
thing where someone who was not totally hostile to pacifists
makes a better contact than someone who was. If you were here,
it would be you.

The idea is to think about a united Left ticket in 1977
for Mayor, one which might be clearly socialist but the candidate
not a member of the existing parties. Such a clear "left" ticket
could, I think, pull 15% of the vote, mobilize the Left out of
its various shells and sub-groups, and giving [sic] it some
working unity. If the city crisis won't do it, nothing will.

I've raised the idea with Gil and assume he will pass it
on. I've raised it with PSP. I would like to raise it directly
and informally with the SWP. (Assuming again, as with Gil, that
you would also let them know what I had in mind). But the moment
isn't ripe to bring together groups to explore this--a little
personal discussion here and there is needed.

The Japanese can do it. The French and Italians can do it.
I think here in New York we might at least think about it. It
would mean possibly a single ticket for MayoTr with various groups
making arrangements for Council candidates. Many possible
variations on a theme. But some trust is needed, sone goodwill,
and I am raising the idea entirely on my own, without any prior
consultation with the SP, WRL, etc. So who might be the person
here I should approach?

Fraternally;

/s/
Dave lMcReynolds



