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oRGANlsAq]ION  CormnJNlsTE  INTENAT IoNAI,ISTE

(pour  la  Reconstruction  de  la  4  Internationale)
Paris,  September  23,1975

Jack  Barnes
National  Secretary,  SWP

Dear  Coml.ade :

Fil`st  I  sbould  like  to  thank  you  for  the  fl.aternal  reception
you  accorded  to  our  delegation  and  for  the  facilities  that  you  made
available  to  them  so  that  they  could  inf om  themselves  as  completely
as  possible  on  all  the  various  activities  of  the  SWP.

Comrade  FI.an?ois  has  I.epol.ted  to  us  on  the  SWP  convention  and
our  Centl'al  Committee  has  thus  been  able  to  study  the  step  forward
taken  by  your  party.

The  Central  Committee  of  the  OCI  has  assigned  me  to  invite  the
SWP  to  send  a  delegation  to  the  Twentieth  Convention  of  the  OCI
which  will  take  place  in  Paris  Decembel`  26-30,   1975.

As  both  sides  put  it  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  with  a  delega-
tion  of  the  United  Secretariat  on October  15,  1974,  the  discussion
on  the  problems  raised  by  the  Tenth  Congress  of  the  United  Secre-

!::ia:fiagE::g,2:C:8,g:ngnt3h:h:u3#::a:io:h::e!e::izg?rcg:8:::a-"all  ol.ganizations  claiming  to  be  TI.otskyist"  --must  be  followed  up
in  one  way  or  another.    But  it  would  be  prefel`able,  in  the  interests
of  Trotskyism,   if  this  wel`e  done  in  a  common,   ol`ganized  fl.amework.

It  was  from  this  concern,  and  the  desil`e  to  give  a  certain  form
to  the  debate,  that  the  decision  to  exchange  intemal  documents  was
arrived  at.    The  decision  taken  by  your  leader.ship  to  invite  the
Organizing  Committee  for  the  Reconstl`uction  of  the  Fourth  Interna-
tional  to  attend  the  SWP  convention,  with  the  status  of  observer.s,
fits  into  this  fl`amewol`k.

I,ikewise,  it  is  from  the  sane  approacb  that  our  Central  Commit-
tee  has  decided  to  invite  the  SWP  to  send  a  delegation  to  our.  con-
vention.    Your  delegates  may,  if  they  wish,  have  speaking  rights  in
the  discussions  at  our  convention.

We  will  send  you  shortly  the  agenda  for  the  convention  aind,   as
they  appear,  the  documents  submitted  for  discussion.

Accept,  dear  coml.ade,  my  fl.aternal  TI.otskyist  salutations.

For  the  Centl`al  Committee  of
the  OCI
Pierre  Lambert
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gENSLATION

(pour  la  Reconstruction  de  la  4  Internationale)
Par.is,  September  23,   1975

Jack  Barnes
National  Secretary,  SUP

Dear  Coml`ade :

In  a  few  days  we  will  send  you  a  shol.t  reply  t'o  the  article
signed  by  Handel,  Maitan,  a`nd  Frank,  whicb  appeared  in  tbe  IP  of
September  8,   1975.

This  reply  seems  to  us  all  the  mol.e  necessary  because  we  al.e
directly  attacked  in  this  al'ticle  a`nd  in  a  manner  that  we  consider
unfair,

We  propose  that  this  reply  appeal'  in Intercontinental  PI`ess.

But,   as  you  know,  Coml.ade  Moreno  in  passing  through  Par.is  had
a  bl.ief  meeting  with  the  members  of  our  Central  Committee.     He
stl`essed  in  particular  how  important  the  question  of  tbe  form  of  the
discussion  is,  at  a  moment  when  necessal`ily  this  discussion  --and
in  particular  the  debate  on  the  problems  of  the  Portuguese  revolu-
tion  --must  become  public.     Coml`ade  Mol.eno  was  conveying  here  the
opinion  of  the  I.esponsit>le  leaders  of  the  inter.national  faction  with
which  you  al.e  in political  solidarity.    And  t>y  ''folm"  we  think  that
what  is  involved  concerns  not  only  "tone,"  but  also  the  considera-
tion  of  the  opportune  moment  to  publish  this  or  that  document  in
this  ol.  that;  publication,  etc.

Hence,  while  we  think  that  it  would  be  a  positive  thing  if  our
answer  were  to  appear
take  into  account

in Intercontinental  tress
your.  opini OnOn

we  are  prepared  to
and  we  do  not  by  any

means  pl`esent  the  question  of  its  possible  publication  in  the  col-
umns  of  Inter.continental  Press  asWright  0 as  a  proposi

an  obligation  in  regard  to  the
tion  which  must  be  considered  fl`om

the  standpoint  of  the  necessities  and  the  depth  of  the  discussion.
The  same  attitude  holds,  it  goes  without  saying,  for.  the  for.in

of  your  pl`esence  at  the  convention  of  the  OCI.    We  al.e  aware  of  the
fact  that  the  relations  between  the  SWP  and  the  OCI  take  place,  for
you,  in  a  framework  accepted  by  the  United  Secretariat.    Hence,  if
you  considel`  it  necessary,  we  have  no  objection  to  inviting  the  US
to  attend  our  forthcoming  convention.

In  any. case,   in  the  fl.amewol`k  of  the  pl`eparation  of  the  conven-
tion,  it  is  necessary  that  our  members  should  be  informed  of  the  in-
ternational  activities  of  our  Centl.al  Committee.    Io  fulfill  this
obligation  we  ask  fl`om  you  authol`ization  to  publisb  in  an  internal
bulletin  tbe  whole  of  the  col`respondence  concerning  the  evolution  of
our  relations  since  October  1974.

Fraternally,
Pierre  IIambert

copy  to  J.  Hansen
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oRGANlsATloN  corm¢uNISTE  INIERNATloNALlsTE

(pour  la Reconstruction  de  la  4  Intel`nationale)

I>aris,  September.  the  25th

COFT

Dear  Coml`ade ,

You  will  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  "Informations
Ouvl`ieres"  No.   718,   (p.9),  with  the  first  al`ticle  on
the  political  campaigns  presently  waged  by  the  SWP.
As  we  had  agreed,   I  mentioned  your  convention  but
did  not  give  a  I`epol.t  on  its  conclusions.

If  you  think  this  is  O.K.,  we  shall  shortly
publisb  a  second  article  on  youl`  pl`esidential  campaign.

You  will  also  find  enclosed  a  copy  of  "Informa-
tions  Ouvri6I`es"  No.  719  with  an  editorial  stating
our  position  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  the
sixth  coalition  govel`rment  in  Pol'tugal.

Comradely  and  best  wishes  to  all  of  you.

s/  Franeois.


