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Dour Jerness

SWP NW.0.

14 Charles Lane

ew York, M.Y. 10014

Dear Doug,

Just recieved the letter algned by you about compiling
information on other groups considering themselves soclallst.

I Aﬂve a small question, or suggestion, dealing with the style,
rather than the content of this letter. I MJfppensd to notice this
particularly because 1I've come across it several times in
letters that I would have like %o have cuoted for my book, dbut
which I decided to leave out because of the use of a certaln
phraseolazyx wiich is subject to mlalnterperetatlon.EE!E!EEQ.EE!
outside of our pardy.

In your letter yrou ==x use the term "oornonert organizat’ ons
that consider themselves socialist." Then in listing what you mnean,
you include not only grouns like the CP, DCC, RU, etc., but also
"nationalist groups that consider themselves socialist and
feminist or zay groups that consider themselves socialist."

For ore thing, it is not necessurily true thatv all such
groups would be "opponents.” And if they found us using that terminolog
to refer to them, it wouldn't ielp relztions any.

Personally, I guestion the valid ity of such a term even to refer

to rival radical phrtl s or zroups that are obviorsly hostile %o
the SWP in gensral. Urnder certain specific situau;ono and

conditions when we are co.bating a Tendency to softness voward some
group or groups wirich are m onposed to what we are doing, and clarity
on that varticular point is n3aded, such phruseolozgy can be useful.
Butv it scems to have becoue a ..avlit to use wvae teexn foupon LN
at all times and in “eneral waen referring to wny group oubtside of

the SUE or the Y34, 2is 1is nnt serticularly vseful and can be
counternrocucivive, it he very le st 1T has Tha disadv . ntaze of
req11ring nxx different ternuinolo; whun Wwe ars speaking arong
ourselves, Znd than wnin we are s wing pubnlicly, wnich in gensral
iz soc et iny to be a*ﬂ'd 2d if pOSlele.

In t:is particu ar Yo%u2r, Tor cxarple, vien wh U 1s involvad
s ret polGM1cal materizl, but a simple request for statistics,
wouldn't 1v “aVG been mxmmtzx better to sinpnly say "other
orparizacions _HL corsider tuhensalves socializt."  or Mrival",

cr "co:m:ating.




