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John Barzman
Chicago

July 27, 1975

Attn: Barry Sheppard
SWP Political Bureau
New York

Dear Comrade Bari'y ’

gnclosed you will find a better copy of the IT Newsletter of June 30,
1975, as well as a copy of the IT Newsletter of June 14, 1975.

July
At a meeting on/19, the coordinating committee of the IT new faction
decilded to approve the dropping of John E., who had been listed as a
member of the IT in the Bay Area (San Francisco), to admit Emily F.
into the IT (she has applied in Oakland), to note the transfer of
Greg L. from St Louis to San Jose where he will apply to the San
Francisco SWP branch, and of Judy H. from Madison to Chgo(she has |
already Had an interview with JoelB.). Also we received the following
letter from Cathy M., in Chicago, addressed to Joel B.:
"You will probably remember that during our conversation regarding
my activity in collaboration with the SWP in Chicago, I briefly dis-
cussed Wwith you my health situation and the time spent with doctors
and in clinics. Recently that situation has become suchthat I will
have to 1limit that activity even more, certainly more than I would
like to. I will continue to participate in all the party functions
‘that I can; of course my sustainer will also be sent regularly. If
you would like to discuss any detalls, give me a call. Comradely."

What is the reason that comrades of the IT are given only three
documents of the party pre-convention discussion? What 1s the

reason for the delay in informing comrades of the IT whether they
will be invited to the Oberlin convention so that they can make pre-
parations to come, and get leaves from work? Perhaps a brief letter
on these points might clarify your view of the collaboration process.

Comradely,

John Barzman

JJ;W
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The article prlnted below was or101na1ly published in the internal
information bulletin of the French section as part of an effort to in-
form the membership on devalopments inside the FI. The bulletin also
included the resoluv:ion adcpted by the IT at .its . .ctober 1974 plenum,
known as "Lakhdar IXI", and on exchange of artlcles betveen comrades
Carapace and :’ichaloux ch the evaluation of the 3.P's work aroand the
Soston events. of last rfall. ‘ie have translated and republishad the
article by Toman bhecause we think it is of particular relevance to the -
IT. This is because most of the orgaiizational disputes between com-
rades of the IT and the 3P leadership have revolved around,the question
of centralism in the world Trotskyist movement.

This cuestion of centralism does not involwe a matter of discipline of
course, since the 5./P is prevented by reactionary laws from being a
section of the #I. .'hat is involved is a cquastion of political coin-
cidence, because althou:h the SI/P is not a section of the FI, this is
only so because of reactionary lavs, and the 5.F is still supposed to
start from the same programmatic nremises as the FI and to respect its
moral authority. .‘hether or not the 3.P's line on a series of politi-
cal and organizational points would coincide with that of the FI was
the issue, then, in a series of disnutes: vhether ther. vould »e a spe-
cial pre-world congress 5.7 convention; whether the I would get repre-
sentation on the :T; vhether the decisions of the world congres would
get reported in party branches; vhether the 3.F press could attack acti-
vities of sections of the I because it consicdered then ultra-left or
popular frontist; vwhether the 3.P would have a Chile solidarity campaign
as called for by the United Secretariat; whether the 3.P vould finance
international projects decided upon in common »y the worl:d movement, in
a parallel althouch dissimilar way to the payment of cdues by sections
which was voted by the world congress; vhether the S.F would accept the
United 3ecretariat's opninion that the collective expulsion of the IT
vas wrong; vhether it would accept an international codification of den-~
ocratic centralist morms; whether it would be morally persuaded by the
ZC recommendation to collectively reintegrate the IT, and so on.

Tornmny different reasons, some good and some Had, comrades of the IT
hac come to defend a ranid centralization of the International vhile

the 5P leadership acvocated a more decentralized concention. Tor the
IT, there mas the fact that the S!F's claim to cuasi-infallibility seem-
ed to be more easily attacked if it wag put in the context of heing that
of an internationallino:itj, there was also a search for protection a-
galnst organizational harassment by the 2.7 leadership throuch the. re-
cornition of the world movement as a higher autnorluj which could be
appealed to; then there vas the hope tl qt international centralism could
mean a rapid reversal of the I..F‘s erroneous orientation through a worlcd

discussion and dzcision.
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vn the other hand the LX leacersain opnoced ceatralisi in order to pro-
tect its factional activities as a minority in the Intarnational, and to
Derpetuate its unchalleaced supremacy ia the Ul... This wosition nicely
dovetailed with the adsence of a worked out international line, evidencacd
in the wacuousness of tha LTF vorld political resolution, which would

have recuirad international c2n”ralism to be imml-onmented. Finally, it vas
necessary for the .2 to continue ity pubiic disaccosiations from variouc
actions carried out »y sections of the 7I. Zut heyoad these factional and
conjunctural aligmments, therz lurked deener political stances. Tor the
IT had naic closz attention to the devalopmant of the International in
Surone, wvas avare of the need to univzrs~liize norna of democratic central-
isn first made obwious by the 1770 Fozt-Finding commission on the I3, and
was avare that there vas a nev interrational situwation (opennad by :ay

58 in France and the hzginnings of the vorid econ~nic crisis, themes vhich
wvere alreacy apparent in the Pu?) vhi:h reguired that sections' experi-
ences of turning to the worlking clars be synthesized and interngtionally
directed. .lith the re~ding of the document by Krivine and Tranl: "inece
Anain on the Interanationzi", those nctionc hegan to be theorized and were’
central in the »re-vorld concress discuscion (zee renort on (lth ..orld
Concress by Tarzman and assey in 3.7 I.).

2 the other hand, the LI lsacdershi» had a long, althouch contradictory,
tradition of theorizina the continuity of the I.I' leacdership, the povwer

of the American proletariat, and the hegemony of UZ imperialism, into a
form of 5. .lessianisi which made the American narty at least.as important
ac thea rest of the 7I. This political tracdition. c~*binec with the fact
that at that particular momzn', the 3.7 leadership vas in the right-wing
of the FI, in a bloc vith various nntional-Trotskyist formations which
opposed the Sth ..orld Ccngress turn from propacandism to initiatives in
the class struggle.

Thus the needs of the day intersected with more lon¢-standing political
prohlens to give an explosive character to the wvhole cdiscuzssion. This
xplosive character was agzravated first by the still empirical annroach
of the IIT to moving what had been a loose gathering of croups nropagan-
dizing for Trotsikyion towvard a demrtrntically centralized International
capable of elaboration and coordinated intervention on a vorld scale, and
second by the ITs very mechanical presentation of the »roblem to the I F,
Thus the I: T vas initially unable to cle=nrly distincuish the »nurely fac-
tio:.nl and episodic factors in the 3..Fs opposition to international cen-
tralisn from thnse relating to dzeper pclitical cdeformations, and to nol-
enicize in a nwrscise political way age’:nst the latter. IZecause the need
for centralisnm anpsared so obrious in Zurope, the 3..7s refusal to see it
ras looked upon vith susnicion by the I T as prewarations for a split--
and riclhtly so in larce pnait, aithough ve will not know exactly how rmch
30 until the hidcen ztory of the LT is revealed. This refusal on the:':
part of the 3.7 was alternativeiy net with tamporizing actions and threats
of discinlinary neasuras. :

As for the IT5 mechanical nrasentation of the nrodlen it flowed from the
failure to tajke upn a vwhole series of intermediate logical steps and »pro-
blems wvhich arise vhen you attempt to go from the abstract and totally
healthy aspiration toward a world party to - ~ the concrete steps needed
to transforir the 7I as it exnists today. At the most genexal level, a dis-
cussion is ne=2ded con th~ rnatvre of the Internaticrul, on vhat makes for
the unity of an Internaticnai. ..o havz to deal vith the elementary notion
of the difference hetveen nrimary intzrnationaliism vhich is based on the
n-2d for solicdarity of diverce struggles againsi a common eneny, and the
internationalisn of the Comrunist anifesto vhich is based con the need to
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oive o conscious erriressioa to *hﬁ universcality of the »Hrolztarian ccadi-
tion in an exnanding world marzet. This is the differencz batuvean cuare-
nacs of the need for an alliance acainct U2 imperialist, for exzamrle, and
the conccioucnesc that the strucoles of the vorliing class under cl*rereAL
conditicns and conetines acainct differant enemies (immerialicn, colonial
Hovrgeoisi=z, vor!ters ﬁtat: )ureaucracy) are all strivine tovard thz same

coal of vorld cormminizsi: and n2ed Hrocrammatic/orcanizetional eupression

in a rorld narty.

Zut Hevond thic cznerality, we hove to talie into account hov tha concent
of a Leninist »arty addrliec on .an international scale vhen there is no
vorld state cormarable to the national gtates, as uw2ll as nrohlens of
corrmunication, renression, and naterial resources, vwiaich only mass narties
‘or o vorkers state have so far »b22n able tc muster. .ov muen 13teraction'
(discussion, corron interventions, 2tc.) iz necesscary Hefore an interna
rional leacdeorghins can adont orizntations to He follouwed v variouc .;._ctlonu
in their countrv and expsct that the orientaticn will He unfcrstooc, can-
ably Lnblencntcé, ancd in cose of Jisacreenentco, 3” accented anv"aj on the
baSLO of ¢iving the internctional leadersihin the benefit of the doubt?
fhese are alco cuestions UJlCh Qava to e woriied ov t in the concrete.

-

«n2 oroblem in cdealinc with the 2laboration of nolitical lines on an in-
ternational scale, is the need for a deep understanding of the various
cocio~econonic formations and 3olit lcal traditions that are encompassad
in a world nerspective Thigs problem is alludad to in Joman's article.
The .7 1eaqersh13, ;Ullj confident of the superiority of itc oun exper-
iences, approached thz international debate by extrapolating its oun sec-
toralist line to Zurope vherever »nossible, and vhere this »roved innoz-
sihbla by revertina to cdognatic quotations from the classics. Thus, it
cane to onpose the IP2 as ultre-left and workerist on a tOLally super-
ficial basis, i.2. on the hasis of a comarison with the U and of a com-
“arison with the books, rather than on the basis of a deeper study of the
Juronean erderience ‘3i~i1arly, the IT tended to advocate the introduc-
tion of Zuronezn ta ctvc into the UZ in a cimmicky wav, vhile discarding
sonz 27 traditiones without fully exaninine their function in the »arti-
cular lmerican reality.
Tinally, the ITs advocacy of a Chile solicdarity campaicn in the US vas
aresentad in an ultinatistic var. & nuaber of »Hoints should have been
made at that time and still deserve discussion. Zesgicdes its function of
defending th2 proaraii, and anplyinc it to the n2v wvorld reality, the In-
ternational nov st tale ﬂ~won~13111ul @3 in the class struccle itself.
International carpaigns are necassary 'on a nuiber of Hases. Tirst because
"oﬂb struggles cannot be won vithin narrou national hHoundaries Hut re-
tira international mobilizations in order to he uwon. Trade uvnhion action

QJalqsL a multi-national cornoration - is one case in 301n’ SDefenses of
molitical prisonzrs can often not bring sufficient forces to bear in the

country where the renression is in affect to insure the ir freecon, hence
the nead for international campaign . Jocal struggleu vhich suffer fro:m
un sual odds, like the liberation struggle in Vietnan, callecd for mobili-;
zations around the vorlcd. Ia the case of Indochina, tha International
ﬁlﬁved 2 ey role in several internationally coordinatecd protests. Zome-
tines, a continc ﬂtcl or uva—coduvncnt 1 coorcdination is nwore amecuatc( or
crammle, the Asian Youth Conference in Yokye to coordincte movements
a~ainct Capanese inerlallu“.)

o
<
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aternational campaicns can also have a specific FI building function,
tiaat they allovw the Trotoiivist movenent to dwarf itc smoller competi-
s (centrists, sccts) by Srincing into action all of its forces on a

1 1T

¢ scale. Thic <cmonctrates the actual veisht of the 7I and its sudr-
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the struggles” line couvld have recrouned lorae ce onz of the Chile
novyh_nt which eventuolly fell under CF hecomoay. .oucver, this did aot
weonatically flou from the fact that the UII had -2lled for a world-
wide'caﬂwalﬁn on that can2 lirz., This nezded to bhe Cenon:traued, anc
our vish to achieve a t i = ¢f irternational control of 1Que1nmglongl
cammalgns actually obs ;ed our efforts to explaia the moint.

2ricrity on the lavel of Hzoinc a really functionalr iatsrnational cican-
ization. . ‘
Zut thes2 cammalgns reculre a uvniferm intarnational 1ine uwhich st He
worized out Dy an author’itative internaticnal ieaderchin and fittad inte
the 1ise and orioritizs of the r-=tiicns onerating in Ciffsrent circun-
stancec. Sz Jhils solidsrity carmai~n could heve bDeea an ancallent
omortualty £or thz Intarnationesl to tolizla this Voalem- onfortunatzl: -
the UIUItc anpeal vac never foliowed un with an axpllc1v cell for worlc-
"*”e Lnﬁlencntatisn. Tousvelr, it vas cerried throuchi all ovar Iurons
in Latin Jnerica, aad in o distortad way in lorth Lharica.  Tho achis
tude of the Hroblen invoive” ic anrmaran” vhen on2 loollz at the rineated
Hut unsuccessful effortiy to a:hi:fs mar2iy homoreneization of tae line
in the dJdifferent Juronean wounti .es (d2bates on thza noture of the (I,
and line of Chilzs comnitiees bziwsoan Zcandinavia and ronce)and a conti-
nental coorcdination (Jraonlsfurt conferance nrojact thwari ~d Dy a bDloc of
various cantrists).
In the case of the UI, ~f cours2, it ic clear that an :arly and enerce--
tic intervention in the fielid, on ana “anti-imporizlict/colicdarity with
cti

1
Ed
“
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The article by loman poges thrse pirodlems in a synthetic forr and indi-

cates the concrete eanc at cur dinpnsal to begin grappling with then.

It cemonstrates the need for - continued and vrolongeg strurgle for in-
B

ternational cemocratic centraiism, and the IiTS continued vwillincness to
fight on the cuestion.,



This page is missing in the original.



: B
intervention even thouzh a limited one. £nd today the programmatic
role of the International is as_important as yesterday. osut this
doesn't change the fact that the type of center we needed had changd
and that the : imh .orld Congress had not.providcd for its setting up.
It thus became a decicive task of the Tenth or_dCongress.

“'he problenm had alrzady L-en thociz*i-ally lairce by the therac
of the .inth ' orld Cecngrec-, and Ltn entlycis of th p riod vhich had
opened. rut means of resolving it werz fow. pbu'e all, w2 were at

that time enjoying the benofitc of tiie appoara of necw generaticns
of militants, of their rediscovery of inuo_“.cicnszﬂm, arilof the
French "breakthrough'. 'az In%ernaticnael at thAas time was undc:voing.
a gsore of "spontanecu“ O“ﬁ:n*c greuiea® s Bedtyr, Sheos A lcager

any pcriiible spontonscus bul ldinn Er GhE In:e:waticn.-, given the.
GlLafionlecy of the - ~Mloms "Hich arz.peneis: L5 Ln ne lonoer ”ﬂ”:‘r* “‘.
w0 "dare to strvugi.e', c¢unz muot oeir Whest 5o rhiugglet. tYhe cxlut ven~z

of an active pol_uizﬂl zanter ¢f th2 Iatsoinstlconmal has kzcone an
crgent necessity. :

b. The Clarification of the .ajority's Orientcation

Insofer as the "geography" of the “erdsoncies remained fundamcitallr
the s£2me between th cinth and hn Lc:,h kerld Congrers,. cne can ray
that the latter clicwed 7 both a decpenling ond & cnrrceti® ¢f thn
pajerityris orlentvaticn. The u"'“rlby noorientation neslks to s
the spectliz tneks of thig pericd. romoticlerrs, 15 had to apprranh

o7 pericd in a rzletively enpirinal fachica ~ g 17 enly becouce Ulhn
p?evenu,condltiono of building the Intarnisional anl its secticar. arc.
in -resgosin, new wkn ccapaced o the past citaatlicns wkieh led tothe
acvelcpment cf the Third Internationa’l and to the Lﬁunde on of the
Foirih Intexational. ‘Vhee the need to progressi—ely Graw out the
irmplicniions of the pre"nt cituation cnd to rreciently correct the
crlontarion vthich was cpield,

LIS

J ¥

at Tthe :inh ro»1é Ceagress, the debate on the "growing ovar! of
Intein~tional wes focur~d ¢n the disciesion on L~tin ameica. This v
no tecauce it appeared thrl, gilven the percnectivec of decisivc sho -
dcwnn on that continent, andgiven the existence cof frotskylst organt:
tions, our ability to build ourselver~ through action would be tested
over there in a special wny. Four or five years later, the Tenth woirld
Cengrz2ss not only had to :re-evalustc the gmicrnl evclutiz of. the clar~
strugzle (Urusuay. Solivia, Argt,onu. Chile...) 1I% also “xew & criti~.
balance sheet of the pr:?iou* orLCvnu*on crefer %o th: acsumers and
“epo:b cn armed ‘struggle ol “he Teath .rorld Coagrens - Inter: T
rrass upﬂcial 1h-uc)

B I

: hile The debats cn Latin america witnecced a re-orientation, 1.0
on w,hte“n wurope al-ovizd for a deepening of the majority's lir. TL r
boraure Zurst. 2 vas th? en2ne of come gnjor developmentvs in the Inter-
national cl.rs struggie. Because the praciical erperience of building
ceelicne of “he Intoinaticnal in thepresen® pericd wan broadezr th---
tian ony vhere else -~ anil thus, the synthezir whica the wuropeen 4 wv
m2nt precenved was ricsher thnn that of ocher desvrmonts. ..

1

. J

The Tcn®h .c»1? Conzrens thur represcntc( e ronp ferard in Ul
1 zasien of 9% rwu?ihy?s orienzatlinn; LUg droumenie reflct a ca
progreceion in relaticn o thoce of tue wintsh . oridl Congrecon. DHG.
o with “he orvarl'n*i Al "growving over! of thoInthnational. U owc T

. w
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of progemmatic elaboration which is needed today, 1s onlyin progress. ‘this
explalins vhy, in a series of national sections, sometimes deep debates

on orientation take place amonsz those very comrades who support the inter-

national majority.

¢ ‘the ZSvoadening of the .inority/ iajority cebate ,
st the .-inth .orld Congress, the Linority/ wajority debate was already
a debate on the tasks of construction of he International in the period
of rise of struzgles. i:ut thisébap had remained focused essentially on
Latin samerica. & certain nuher of other issues in debate vere discerna-
ble - on work among school youth, etc., - but they had not yet been fully
explored. . ['he resolution_on the vorldgtuatin had been adopted jointly
and the debate :0¢.China had remained over ‘“nuances.! - .

st the enth -orld Congress, there were contradictory raolutions
and reports under each point under discussion. Beyond perticular resiondl
questions, (wsurope, Latin smerica), thee dearlysppeared a difference on
on the method of construction of the International and its sections.
The:majority insisted on a strugzle to strengthen the centralization of the
International and the orientation toward intervention that our development
should be based upon; it proposed a new orientation for the building of
sections in zZurope . (which had.previously bken widely implemented on an
empiriéabasis ). The minority emphasized the objectivedeécentrallzation
of the International, defined the present and next stages of development
of the International as essentially propagandistic;denied any ngd to
elaborate a specific orientation for the bulding of setions in ‘urope,
and re jected that proposed by the najority. «Ted to this central debate,
a whole series of disagreements both over orientation and of a theorétical
nature, viere''mre clearly demonstréted. I& garticular.-in relation to the
¢onception of the Transitional rrogram and the role of the .arxist .
vanguard in the ripening of theclass struggle. S

In order to understand” why thé debates broadened progrssively, one
must remember that in their present form, they vere born of a new period,
that they occured after the reunification of 1963 which had witnessesl a
programmatic drawving together take Jhace, and that our poliical generation
vas largely “empirical"... ‘The ®enth .World Congress was above all the full
avakeninz to the orientation problem which definés.a policy of building -

the International today raises.

D. & Dual Conclusion to the . Tenth orld Congress -
The rtenth ~prld Conzress ended on a dual conclusion :

1. . 2 political majority vas clearly confirmed, an orientation was
adopted, a political framework of leadership of the International was
defined. 'rhis majority vas. politically homozenized, but only relatively. . .
and, within the International, the Yenth orld Congress did not allow =
the differences to be overc. opme. Yg the contrary, it witnessed their
broadening. ‘the continmation of .the ainority/.ajority differences had
become & prohlem of construction of the International. Thus a dqal

conclusion.

2. ‘The nature and breadth of the differences, the vreakness 6f the
International'!s cetralization, allowed an orzanizational crisis to break
out - which was reflected by numerous national splits. sut a common L
political will alloved a dramework for joint political work to be defined
Whose purpose vas to allow both the building of the International to be
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pursued and 4 ubseqaent cldrlfiCJtlol of the differences to be preparsd.
rere again, a dual conclvs1on.

this wes the contradictOrv framevork (political and or-anizational
strenathening 8 the i hternational and prolonzed crisis ) within which
the new.united Jecretariat vras to act.

IT. TASAS auD &#CrIVIEIed UE‘

T
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rhe Lenth worla - Con"ress had assigned a dual task to the.new
1.C and the new u.9. b ot

1. Lo mdke external activityﬁand the building of the international -
the nriorlgy

i

rhe.surv1val and broadening of differences could have led some to

vant to continue the generyl debate., This would have been suicidal. <the
International was coming out of a year and half of mainly internal life,
during vhich essentially all human and financial resources (that is,

in relation to the international life )were dedicated to the pre-congress
discussion. +his mas indispensable. Zut it could not go on without
deeply deforming our development and risking a Qualitative worseninz of

the crisis, by a transition from a crisis of develooment (even though
a very deep one )to a crisis of decompgsition. ~tor emample, this was

quite visible in EBurope. .e can engage in really .uropean activities

if we allocate human and finan01a1 means to it. If wve do, we can make
a great stride foruvard in the construction of sections and of the Inter-
national as srch. " we don't, other currents (centrists) will take the
initiative in this field alone'which could only have very negative conse-
guences. ' ..Je 40 not have The means to simultaneously conduct a complete- ---
debate in the International and to release the forces needed to practically
and politically direct its external intervention and its elaboration.

therefore, the'priority vas on the building of a permanent political
center and on the external intervention of the International as such.

2. o prepare the ultimate clarification and eventudllv nOViﬂ” bevond
the minority/ma]oritv differences.

the priority defined above does not newate the need to continue
the aebate. On the contrary, it is an attempt to cpeate the conditions
for it. Simply purusing the previous debate would have rendered it
repetitive and f'r2:'a  Only the pursuit of the debate which had hereto-
fore not been explored in depth in combination with the re-opening of
others on the basis of new experiences in the class struggle and in the
building of the International could mnable it to move into a new staze.

Thus, the new IEC and the new US were mandated to do the maximun
to integrate the minority into the leadership of the International, and
to organize the continuation of the debates on China, Vietnam, etc...
vhile preserving in practice the priority on the building and external
intervention of the International, and keepin~ the discussion on
questions settled by the enth orld Congress provisionally closed.

now_Gid the nev  us fulfill its takks ?




-0

e must distinwuish tiro periods, of approxinately six ronths each,

the first in vhich prosress predominates, the second in which the interns
crisis once again tends ‘to naralyze<international life.

1. ﬂredl_provress. albeit still not enau~h
a, The forﬂdtlon of the Bl)redu

?

after the ~inth . orld Congress, somne efforts had been exerted
to build a permanent center (bureauv of the US). ‘whey had failled on the
whale. - ‘the building of a nev center had besogun a fewr months before the
renth ..orld Congress, but it was to be actually unkertaken immediately
after it. On the eve of the 1I.C, there were five to six members of the
uo, and three comrades of Inprecor, vorking on a daily bagis, to vhloh
must be aadea a few others vho made almost weekly trips.

it was the first time and it ueaat that the -embryo of an 1nternation41'
team had been 1nstallea. cut still insufficient. :

.vhat are the tasks of such a center ? rolitical elaboration first
of all, vhich calls for time to work on it for collective discussions
(see the documents on the vorld economic crisis ). =s1d for the sectioas,
vhich normally implies a regular correspondence, repeated visits to the
sections, and trips to the centers by leaders of the sections for inpor-
tant discussions. 2o be done well, this also requires a lot of time,

pecial support to a section in an exceptional situation: numerous trips,
ralsing funds for subsidies, organizing international campaignsg etc.

(see rortugal, for example ). viscussion with those leading up work
areas (remional or issue-oriented ), and control of the international
activities conducted by other countries (especially in france ). ‘his
implies a resular 1linX with the cities from which international work is’
conducted. (:dris, London,...) And trips by those heading the work
to the center for specific discussions. rreparing the publications of
the International («¢.I., Inprecor ). ‘Thuspg lrge amount of writing,
and publsshing work. Organizing campacins or international or regional
‘initiatives (Chile, army, vorkers' struggzles ) this implies an internal
and external coordination of our mass work, often on a permanent basis,

rrepariny the united Secretariat meetinzgs. rublishing the International
Internal bulletin. Jiresently, the priority is on preparing and teaching
a cadre school. ' :

the list of tasks spealkis for itself - even if it is presented suc-
cinetly. ‘The team which was at work before the I.C (vhftch is still there)
vas and remains insufficient. - It should have definitely been larser.
this is all the more so in that the national sections are generally ill-
equipped to correctly undertake a series of tasks (specific commissions,
publications, etc... ) '

Thus, the formation of the center siznaled a qualitative posress in
relation to_the past. The number of political discu831ons with leaderships
and commissions, and of trips vas multiplied (even though fév comrades
know of-themn); some collective elaborakton has besun (bee Inprecor on the
economy ). Inprecor vas regularly published. =sn orcanization like the
rortuguese LCI received material aild unmatched since the Zolivia campaign,
and numerous trips vere organized, seven of vhich vere by members of the
Jo.  but the present team remains very fracile and incapable of fulfilling
all its tasks. Throush lack of strength, very important takks are delayed,
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such as the publication of IIDBis (the lack of strength here is in
relation to the technical and administcrative apparatus at the dispoéal
of the center and the difficulty which an apparatus i1ike that of the
Firench sectilon experiences in :reguiarly undertaking ceirtain tasks).
Others are simply pushed acide for a period (a series of sections are
notv followed up either physically or cnvough ietters, whlch can mean
that they aie almost completely deprived of: w7 . Because of its
being over~burdened. the presen’ tean consvantly risks being spread out
in any number of place~, and being urable to meet regularly, everybody
dvellxng Because a minimur threshkhold has not really been reached,
any departure by a member of the team can call nto question the general
stability ' S '

One must understand well the present state of builiding of the center.
Because it justifies the priority which was placed on it by what its
formation has already accomplisihied. Becauce iis weakness shows. that-tts -

- strengthening and stabillzation remains a priority task. Because one
cannot validly discuss caoices of oricntajiion -For tne building of the.
Internationali without taking into account the reality of its présent
centralization, nor definz an crlentation for tne bullding of our sections
without know*ng what the International can give iis sections and what '
the. latter can pro*ld= v with. :

B. Publicatlong

li<re than any other, an internationel ieadership is political and
requires writings. Until the Tenth Wor.1i Congress, there was no real
central organ of the International. The review. Quatrieme Interna-
tiona*e, vas one formally. ‘but not substanizially; it remained in fact
unde> the responsibility .of the sections uoncerned by the language that
was used. (English. French, German). And I the French case, it
wasn’'t even under the responsibility of the PB of the section. "Inter-
continental Press" which is of good professional quality. came out every
week in the USA and was circulated internationally, but it did not reflect
in the main the positicns of the International. It 1s an organ of the
minority-—or at best of the SWP.,1 So what is the si%uation today?

The publluatlon of Inprecor is one of the ma jor gainb allowed
by the formation of che new centexr. It is the first time then that such
a central organ exists, and thi: In three languages: French, English,
and Spanish, with a new edition in German projected (alreddy a few
issues have been .>ublished). It ansvwers an obvious need: the homogen~ . .
ization and the providing of intormation to militants of the International
and to political cadres outside it. on the analysis of world news.
Whatever its weaknessez. it is clear "1y an organ of high quality, which
has become indispensabie.

* Quatrieme Internatgonale The-editorshi» of QI has begun to

be sctually taken over The Bureau of the US heas become actually
responsible for it. A new equilibrium of publications is tending to

emerge between Inprecor and the fcrthcoming French theoretical review.
Nonetheless. the probrems of material production are not yet satisfactorily

resolved.

* Under the impulse of the-US; a commission has published material
in five langusges of Eastern Europe.
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* The internal bulletin. It has directly suffered from the
*organizational weakness of the center and from the political climate
within our own movement (we shall return to this). The first two
issues only came out in January--i.e. almost one year after the Tenth
‘Jorld Congress. None the less, the pump has ‘been primed.

The balance sheet of the center's work on this aspect is uneven, - veln a5 o
but globally positive, mainiy because of the publication of Inprecor.

The centralization of International initiatives

The center began to” eintervene in Europe for theicentralization ’

of International initiatives, -in five ways: Chile, army, workers- )
conference, workers struggles, and struggles in Southern Europe. ‘The'*'
overall balance sheet could be thus formulated, as of now: theé very I

- fact” uhat the center is ‘intervening once-again in this field is"a
progress; but it has not.had the means to do so in an efficient manner-
and the- initiatives under scrutiny were. half failures (the first three)

Behind this half- feilure, there is of course the already-examined
problem of the weakness and dispers1on of the team-in. the .center.::But
there is also s political problem: ielating to the type of internatiOnal
initiatives ‘which we must undertake today. : s

In the period 68-71, proclaiming the existencz of an International

or of practical .internationalism, was a necessity and corresponded to .the
first phase of the new radicalization. Hence the role taken by anti-
imperialist initiatives (Berlin 68), and conferences and demonstrations
of the Trotskyist vanguard as. such (demo in Liege in 66, Brussels
conference in 70, demo for the Commune in Paris in 71). Today we - :
cannot repeat the same type of mobilizations. Proclaiming our existence
and our program is no longer suff101ent~ A
This 1is one of the key points which demotes the end of the period

of “spontaneous organic growth! of the International and the necessary
passing into a period of "directed growth'". ‘lWe must mow leave the
exclusively anti-imperialist and "programmatic-proclamation!” field,
broaden our scope to include the struggles now unfolding in Europe,
and answer in that regard the question "how to struggle’"

The political situation calls for it as Well as the developnent of

our sections. But we are still in a poor position to fully answer ‘this
need, because it presupposes that real centralization be in effect, at
least among the European secticns and work area by work area (Workers,
women, youth, anti-imperialist; anti-military work )3 - because the implan-
tation of our sections is still too weak to easily achieve what we had -
wanted out of the European workers conference--to gather a number of

the cadres of the most significant struggles which had taken place in
the factories of many European countries (see the documents of this -
conference in Quatrieme Internationale) ‘

Quite sy-ptomatically, we ‘are no 1onger only confronted with the

need to centralize initiatives in the framework of naturally parallel
campaigns conducted in several countrles (as was the case for Indochina
before 1968). Insofar as the mass campaigns are concerned, Ve are
confronted with frequently different choices on priority (taking into
account the situatiion of the country and the stage of development of
our groups) and lacking a homogeneous line (flowing from the lack of a
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tradition of centralized discussion) This is the source of the' ‘
g ’ 2 " : € objective.
a;;iiggifles vie encounteced in centralizing anti-military work, solfdar**?
W lle, and women's work. Objective difficulties which w sy
bated by our organizational problems. Slie SXactn

Further, for the first time. a tendency toward coordinating workers
struggles has appeared (especially against multinational firms). We

are beginning ©0 be involved in them without having the working class

and trade union roots that would eunable us to respond to them correctly.
Here agalin, the unevenness of working class implantation in each

1ndu§t?y in each country is a major handicap. Concretely we have
pa?tlclpated in a certain number of coordinated intitiatives: Lip (France;
Sw1tzer1an§, especially, organizing solidarity, publication of Breche-
Rouge,mectin: © and demonstrations with international involvement),
Rhone-Progil-Azo (France, GFR, trade union links between multinational
units producing the game goods), dockers (popularization and appeal not

to scab on the Swedish dockers, in partcicular in Belgium), Glaverbell
(France, Belgivm, common publication of Rouge-LaGauche Rood, and support
of the occupation of the BSN headquertéers). For more Eeta%ls, see Rouge .
and the report c¢: . the copference of llole groups in Lyon, and on the : -
internaticnal conference, ) :

leasures currént1y~ﬁndeftéken”tb meet these tasks are the foilbwing:

1. A political coordination of European PB's, on an episodical basis, is in process.
Tiro meetings have been held (on social-democracy and the Stalinist parties). Two
important documents came out of them (see Cuatrieme Internationale and Inprecor).

A third is being prepared on centrism. ' ‘

2, Given the political importance of workers work to the deviopment o the
Buropean sections, the center has undertaken to publish a Duropean workers bulletin
which is. ~eared: to accelerate the regional centralization of elaboration by our
movement and to help future initiatives in this field, while supplying infomation
to the activists. 1 %

3. A coordination for each work area is tending to be set up. leetings between . -
European sections have been held in this respect.(women, army, Chile). They

must be broadened and strengthened. They allow for comparing experiences,
debating, elaborating, and preparing initiativesa . '

Li» The International is politically prep-red to intervene.on Spain, given the
situation in this country (see circular to Curcpean PB's, the use of Inprecor
and the holding of preparatory meetings to decide the type of intervention needed
in case of -a change in the situation or of important trials).

5. The center is presently preparing to set up an international cadre school
(length: 6 weeks) to begin next fall. .It is. designed to6 step up the education
of leaderships of national sections, and thereby to prepare the strngthening
of “the internatioral leadership. ‘ :

All this is on the way, but slowed déwn by the general difficulties which we
have encountered. Furthermore, it is obvious that Durope is mainly concerned
by these initiatives (Eurcpe =ilestern Europe). There . '
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are no true international initiatives i- the works (except for €hile
in certakh respects). -either are there initiatives in regions of the
vorld other than surope which are taunched by the center. +e shall
return to this -problen. . onetheless, the work of commissions towards
other reglons of the worlé has progressed, such as ‘that of the _.asb
commission (publications, educationals in .aris, ete. )

IIL. THE LvOLerIe O e I0ao: &b Cnlols

.08t of the gains made tovard centralizin~ the International date

back to the first six months after the <wenth orld Conzgress. Come
- the summer,.a deep crisis of the International relatively paralvzed
the,center._‘ It's chronology nust be revieved here.

‘hile the lentn, orld Conrress had enede with an orsanizational
agreement, the. first’ Iz .C held immediately after, had been nmarked by a
problem relating to the composition of the uJnited ovecretariat and its i
sureau. rhe minority had proposed a larze ‘Slate for it., cut the S.r
had not proposed the Dartic1pation as observers of any of 1ts most
responsible leaders. : L “il',:'f: ; Fome o

(L) rootnote : whe american law pronibits 1eLbership 1n an '
International. ‘the o5 r-is-not-a sectionofidur.movenent. It 1s none-
theless associated vith its activites in the capacity of an observor.

»11 de513nated numerals L refer to this footnote.fﬁ.' :
”he I=C asked that comrades capable of fdkln" full responsibility

for ‘the functioning of the Us rand its buredu be presented, An incomplete

state was elected, with a fev ‘seats 'reserved for - 3.r observors.g : .

the first U> vhich followed took place in good conditions, bv contrast.\
o leading comrades of the -Swr viere .present . as observors.  The organiza-
tional report (includine setting up the rfureau, publishing Inprecor in
three languages, etc.) was adopted: unqnlnoUslv. It was later that the-
situation rrradually became tense again until 1t redched ‘an explosive point.

. Here are the main elements of this evolution (not a complete 1ist1n~)
The problem of.the composition of the leadership combined with the problem
of the financing of the center; sections or syapathizine groups of the
minority did not pay their dues with one exception (e zealand), Given
the financial situation of the International - and its statutes - this
viag- very serious. un two occa31ons, Iinternontinental rress and ‘he

..1litant (the orsan of the . 'o.r), ublic¢1ly attacked sections or groups
led by. the ma jority tendency In the’ pages of Intercontinental - Press
the - LCa-BYavi vas branded as an Dr,dGlZdtlon that had left the path cf
-rrtoskyism, and the. illtant explained that to vote for iitterand -in..
rrance vas a vote for & " ropular Cwront. this was a breach of both
the usuval norms of function:mfr of the Internzdtional and .the:: spec1fic
azgreement of the renth orld Congress ' (see II.c |1 Tand , 2) =Fhen.. -
came the proclamation of the .arzentine rol''s orientation tOWdrd the
bourzeois opposition, the request by the ¢S for a debate on:the matter,
the failure of the ro2 to come, the u.r's silance on the @ssence. of the
problem, and then the opening of a public debate (see Inprecor). rinally
the expulsion of ‘the ;comrades of the Internationalist ‘lleridericy was ann-
ounced at the bevinnlnﬂ of July, without their knowing that stuch a move
was to be taken against thef ,and without the U3 being ‘inforted -of 1t
beforehand in any vay, shag$sor forn. nere'again, a double breach, -of

ew pe
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a very serious nature, of both the statutes, and the agreements of

the Bnth Jorld Congress, American law prohibits the SWP from member-
ship in the International; it is therefore not bound to follow them.
But involved in the matter is a "moral obligation" which has tradition-
ally been accepted (see IIDB #2, and next IIDB on the IEC).

7ith the brutal news of the Expulsion of the IT, international
tensions obviocusly reached their culmination. -This expulsion was’
unacceptable and 1t posed the problem of a break 1n"the-~1nternational.

From bhis point on, the center went on assuming its general tasks
to the best- of its abilities (Inprecor, some.trips to Portugal, Greece,
etc.) But its political energy was once again essentially absorbed
by the internal crisis, in its least interesting form, that of a
factional crisis. This was the framework the IEC was prepared in. 4An
explosion was only everted because a certain number of measures were
unanimously accepted at the September US: 'setting up of the Inter- . -
national Control Commission to deal with the expulsion of the IT,
preparing and defining the agenda of the IEC. etc.

IV’ THE INTERwATIONAL bXECUTIVﬁ COMMITTEE

Under these circumstances, the IEC which was held had little to et
do withthe one which had been planned to deal with a certain number of
open debates’ ,(Chind) It was to be dominated by the internal crisis. :The
agenda was : - the world economic situation, the debate on Argentina,- -
the report of the Control Commission. a debate on the norms of functioning
of the International

A, The or;entat;on of the majority at this IEC

Defining a policy for the majority toward this ILC was difficult. For

the attitude of the minority on the most important question could not be
predicted. During the many meetinsg of the .U.S. which discussed Argent-
ina, neither the SiP (1) observers nor the members of the minority ever
gave a political opinion on the orientation of the rST (except for  Huge--.
Blanco who defended the logic of its line ). They had confined themsel-
'ves to discussing the "facts " (the signing of the document with the
bourgeols partiés) or the timeliness of a move (publishing the dovuments
of the U.S.). On the very eve of the IEC, it still was not obvious to
many of us that the SWP would solidarize with the latest PST document,
which was even more wrong than the first, and which inaugurated a revi-_
sionist course on some important polnts of our program. On the very
opening day of the IEC, one could still not.say what document the mino-
rity would present. Similarly with the Internationalist Tendency, it =mas
impossible until a few days ‘before the IEC to begin getting an 1dea

" of what the S!.P leadership wanted.

Jdhile it was difficult under such circumstances to predict the unfolding
and the results of the 1IEC, the majority made the following choices
relating to the battle it would wage:

1 ) to fight for the preservation of the unity of the International
given what a break-up on the basis of the organizational measures taken
by the minority would mean for the development of the International.

Also because we need a political framework to insure the pursuit of a
necessary debate and a common experience. But this battle could only be
won on two conditions: :
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In this resoece, the tendancr dotate iz a nart of ths tasi--an aogentcicl
tasls tofar—-—-of C2finins wor> nreciselr th2 orieataticn for the Hulidiag
of the International.

Tt iz hard to say houw much of the minority fection’s comuon zadorsemant
of the .3T's cdocunent is hacaed on essential agreesntat and 107 wuca on

a faoctional bloc. Lre the comradec of the Shanicih LT reclly coavincad
that the Zroanish civil war vwas a conflict Netveen fascizi and Hourredl
cexocracv? The essepuia1 function of the debatz odnenad 2Dy the IZT uwill
“rec1"°13 B2 to clarify the nature of the minority'c wrocrasizatic coha-

zion or of each one o itz comonent parts tovward the TLOflc:“'ra1scc
on 2 hone--and e yill ficht for--the ninori-
ical course. Tina it can He an ecuca-
¥

).r £ TI0'g r1 anto
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ty'c rejaction of. Holit alls,

tional cdahate for tnﬁ nnols quernatvoncl it lha’s vs to deal systena-
tlcelly wvith cuvestions which un to noy haVve Hee a qverﬂcnsr D7oreceanc
Trotsivist fﬁnﬁrct1on in their —racticcl activiities onlr on o linited
scale.

3. ™2 or~anizationol ecuililriuvn

Three key mzasures nere tallen ) ) ) '

a) tha active marticimction of m2mbers of the minority in the center.
Th2 »Hronortlon of o Lo On CA2 J..s lag ilacreacsd and S lzaders uere!
assigned*to particinate ac 0ObDSIrVars. _Si.ilﬂ"T_, vith the lureaw.  [.0W-
ever, this particination cannot »Ha golely -idedlocicalv, It nust immly
*axlnf-resbon51311it1 for, the Hnhro tjcal luvlﬁ*encatlon‘of cec1o10ng
?botﬁ“polltlca ancg hetaripl oneg). taa.collaoctivel the cgntar,
vtiernise, 1t would HDe hotialnl NOre” Tl of I fCIQNS : g to
oversezs®. che wrcehlen igc settled in »rincinle, bt not yzt practice.

Hlon ‘the renort of the control comissionstwo remorts uwers civen bHv
2TD03FS Or chne woncrol commicsion, which contracdicted each other on many
points, Hut included a commoa conclusion. Zased on this comrion conclu-
cion, the IZC toor a unaninous »nogition (zce Loruncoﬂlnr II22 on the

=R
LLe ),

This regolution wag important for us in that it recognized the Il's full
fraternal association with tha 7.T., and immlied that th2 cnly correct

colution for the crisis in the U35 was the rblnterrwtion cf th2 Il into

thg -0, e agread to talz2 into account the renarkz of 2.7 comrades
valch stated that th reintegration had to be decicded by a plzaun, that
iz tO say in Imril. .ut it nonzthel=zsz contained a dancer, since ve

-

consiceracd this reinte~ration to bhe vary immortant for us.

Tt is clear that'if it <ic¢ not talre »nlgee, and this at the tine of the
»lanun, very serious Hhrobdlans nould arlies.  ~n2@ cahnot as!z co”rgc s to
ramain 1mctlvO for a year cr nore, «ne cannot excluce then from the
forthconing nre-convention Jiscucsion. . Jhe content of tho I:C Czcisions
tharefore. 13711ﬂ( a ranid reintacration. <

-u-tn%a this conue“ s @ uccnwtcc that the IIC wou1c not rule on tae X~
*u1310n of g LI Oy the .. l=acershin., It is 03v1ov"lv unhealthy for
a hody 1lile the Iz2 "ot to ovgvau: its oninion on a cuestion o*,tqls
tlnc after a report Dy the coatrol comul sion. L3 for the najority
1rency it felt cox mellad to ctate lL agreemnent "1ta the renort of
co*"ace" larl andergon and Tantalus, vhich vas endorsed by ccde, [offnan.

-

4. he oreseince O0f a oS meander on the UL,
Tae ninority had asiied that a member of the IIT be elﬁcLec to L1ﬁ J.Z.

Mis was imnossiblz for r*tatm.ory reagons, tine 22 heing b ooymo nlvln\
organluauloa, hal dﬂht*actvog mkichh e uphoeld. | wrunerxore, e co lferec
£he mecsures t“'en v othe [kER orl”‘“ ﬂﬂrcss in thlg, reshect as olcent-
Tonal oa2z, juctifi=€ only ‘"'tA“ Cr F1.518. e nevartaeleds accenteo

u ~ =y,

that these “e*'afr'm-xcv lavz’ adonted By the 1.2. for the IZC (consulthtivé
nerder status) he extendss to the U.Z.: this, Dbecause the 2inority hae
macde thiz »noint into a 'izv iccuaz; civen the 1:portanca of the QUD, 1nc
to aicd in decreast of factional teansion in the Internationsl. This iz

~
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2tvr o conwrads of the IID wac 2lzctad oo oocsazuliative memher (vwith o
vate ”hic} o n2ither Jociziva nor racorded ia thc dianies, and, thwa.
& conrnde was vould not o ohlo o veislh in the Jeocicionz of the lead-
ErEsi= af the Tatsrsintinsgd )y, & Stobes which s Slffseant f7gs 5ath
Sthet of ro-ulor nabarc of tho JD and thot of tlhiz ghozyverc f£ron thoe

2 .= oA, sag 22,

Ja2ce decicionc tallan @z a whols ucra to alleow the »nurgrit of tha stru~-
~lz for thz cooclg set DY thzs majoritry tondencr, This IIC dJenctac a vary
important turn in the internal) debate Dy itc openning of the discuccion
on tha :;"s o*;ent:tion and the vaderlvine . cuectionc, .";e-political/
or~aniz “guLICS uhich ware talten chould »rovedt factionanl be-
Zevior © orampant fron oV on. Jue t..-c cucco 22 0f bkho dobate
Fota s el c féi ‘ : 13
ctaie tor uar £ The ati mejority
tanle! tlr:e 2al2rchin hodies ot thic I:C: & steerin;-co:n—
itt22, an enlar-2¢ Huraav, and a rectricted Mureav. a0 mdnoritr (L7
Cic £he2 come.

T TOTN T T
Tha conctruction of the Ianteoractional raisae nuwnerous nrohlenxs uvhich
are not all reduciblz te tiz intoernal dedbate. ere are four exammles,

nkto ctlcﬁ—

1) M2 nature of th2e oeriod of toensicn in the Huildine of
At oottom, the teacicn that coes aloa~ vith bzilding the Internationel
tocday dozz not flouw from tha Hecg the teucenc;
gehate. ﬂhlu cryc L..1.;!.3.:.z~c10n. c cnaly oqa of thsg conuccuenc S of a ner-
iod of “already more, Hut not vet- engugh’, of @ Aiatuc in our dovelon-
ment whose iiportance must be uade "corﬂc.

J

He

e International hag threa funct ionz: programmatic elaboration, cant-
ralization and coordination of iateraationa initiatives and gurvrrleu,
and correcting our nauural cevalonuent by streacthenins wealr bHut impor=
tant Doints and homocenizinc in our nifst a very diverce world nolitical
r2alitvy. In 2ll threz of these f£icldd, immortant loophwoles =2xict today,
ne loazer only hbetuvecen our “hicterdical taclc” and our meanc, but also
hetwea2n our irmediate needs, thosz nececcary for our po:s;gle cevelop-

ment, and our actual staote.

Thiz hac already b2en raforred te several tlnvy.

The ﬂcneration of cacdres formed before or Curine the "ﬂr, Doarsors of
the »rocrar and its concretlzatlon until th sinties, hac joinacd with
fiote] nﬂv generauﬁon of cadrec condne out of the recant ccvaloa~ at of
our gsections, ..In aluoc ¢ gll cacec (excent the 2 .7), thig =ncounter

irmlied a deen recomosition of our sactions, in Lhwose plhc S ulhore
ther axicted, The rounc ren2ration hod to accume the leacderchin of
thie cecetions fron the onset,

a2 motter 1s of importance. Jor the ceneration thus projected into
the leadersihin of hav sect*“ns was Politiecolly young and ouldéed by
act1v1gm. It vas “aomiricict®, Tot, the neture of thlc emriricicn

st DHDe understood, It henefitted fron a_racl theorsticol frame of ref-
grence iaherited froo the Jourth International and tocted ia the dedatas

of the crizic of tha Jnion of Comvwmnict Students vihere moct of the »re-
sent leacdzrc of the LI\ vere activza, This frane of raference was d2ci-
cive in saving us from nolitical Haclkelicdings of o €‘nrerov~ character
(on the nature of the Uol:, of the =C7, of the colonial Tv“‘ou...).
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Hence the efforts required from some sections. Hence also the possibi-
lity that we may have to refuse tc fully provide what a section may ask
for in order to avoid the political dispersal of the center. and the
complete scattering of our financial means. ,

II. Cur potential is presently greatest in i'estern Zurope. It is one
of the *key sectors of today's international classstruggle. It is the
area wvhere the number of sections in a relatively homogeneous setting
is the highest, where their impact on the developing class struggle is
the deepest, and their (potential) .ability to intervene is most genuine.
.Jestern Europe takes the most responsibility in the concrete creation
of the center. That is where a real regional centralization can be
experienced. The center must therefore pay very special attention to
- setting up this coordination of European sections and to organizing-:
European initiatives.

‘Of course, the problem of regions is posed for other sub-continents.

' But in several of them, we have not reached the minimum threshhold in
the number of sections or groups (Blcak Africa, Eastern Europe) or in
the building of "pivotal” sections (Latin America) for real outward
oriented regional work to be feasible. In the Arab world, an activity
of propaganda and building. of nuclei is in process, based on the national
unity of the region and on our liddle Eastern development (see the role
of a newspaper for the Arab world such as "El1 Munadel"). In Asia, (at
least its eastern part: the Southeast and Far-East), the Japanese sec-
tion has assumed responsibility for regional work with the Hong-~Kong
militants and, at least at the level of principles, for the Australians.
Both in order to create nuclei in countries where we do not exist, and
to impulse a united front of organizations and movements capable of con-
ducting regional campaigns (formation of centers of information on pol-
itical prisoners in Asia). But neither of the latter two regions can
presently play the same role as !lestern Europe. 7 ,

. III. Lest this second priority overwhelm all others--including our
elaboration on a world scale--the (realistic) tasks of the center for
each region involved must be specified. And the assignments must be
made with regard to this: both those of the center and those of the par-
ticular section. For Eastern Europe, a work Of penetration which re-
quires elaboration, finances, particular respnsibility from the Euro-
pean sections, and centralizing the activity internationally. For
Latin America, tasks of clarifying the orientation, organizing solidar-
ity, and support. For Black Africa, tasks of information, analysis,
defining a line, building.or coordinating the first .puclei. Help in
expanding and regionally centralizing our groups in.thé Arab world, and
coordlnatlng the Middle Eastern development with the formation of
groups 1in the Maghreb. Tasks of orientation and re-development of our
current (India) or solidarity (Sri Lanka) for South Asia. Tasks of

helping the Japanese sec¢tion's regional work in South~-Zastern an
Easgerg As?a,og sol?darsty Indocgina‘and South-East As?a, Korea?, of.

elaboration (China, Vietnam, regional dynamics). Tasks of contributing
Rg a political solution of the crisis of the International in North
erica. :

This debate on the orientation for building the International must take

Blace. Tt is the only way of avoiding misunderstandings flowing from
empirical choices, incoherent or irrational moves, the games of "pres-
sure groups”. DBut we must understand that at the present stage, we are

incapable of fulfilling efficiently even the most reasonable and real-
1stic tasks O uildaing the I'l, Hence the priority of priorities: the
strengthening of the center as a political center, which alone is cap-

able of conceiving and applying an orientation for the building of the
International. : :
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This priority on the building of a political center implies an actual
and increased effort at centralizing the International: concentration
of human and financial resources, strengthening the tjes between the
sections and the U.3. and its bureau, effort toward pOllflcallY homo-
genizing the movement and its analyses; etc... This is one aspect of
the maJorlty s. orientation which was adopted by the Tenth sorld Congress.
Howvever, it does not settle the necessary debate on the exact. nature
of this centrallzatlon, on the exact form of democratic centralism in .
the International today._ Tor they cannot have: exactly the. same chara=: -
cter.as they would in a natiohal ‘section, An-IEC-or -a U.S. do not - have’
the same povers——ob;ectlvelv and by hhe statutes-as‘a C.C. or'a. P.ﬁ.;;$m
The movement toward a higher centralization of the. Internatlonal has
begun.w It remalns to be clarlflec. T ' e i

c)Understandlnq the Tendencv Debate

Understandlng an international tendency debate is partlcularly diffi-
cult. For it does not only flow from differences of analysis of the

same reallty or from orogramnatlc differences. It is also the product

of an objective world reality and of an uneven development of the in-
ternational class struggle. .3But this uneven and diverse reality of the
world situation is complex and little known by the militants. It does ---
not only refer to-more or less advanced stage of development of the ‘
class struggle; but also deeply different historical and cultural tra~ . .-
dltlons, -and framevorks of civilization. The degeneration of the Thira -
International Had a particularly negative role inthis’ respect, bhy. SR
preventing the pursuit of a synthetlc elaboration as well as an underst—iw
anding of the spec1f1c national realities. Cur veakness prevented us
from doing much in this field. And the wave of nev militants is parti--

cularly ill-equipped in this respect.

de”symetrical pitfalls are to be avoided: "objectivism" which would
explain the differences only by uneven development and would underes-
timate the political and programmatic source of thedifferences; the

very international character of the tendencies is a reminder that this
is not the case (similarly, moreover, as the uneven distribution and
date when the tendencies were formed in different regions would prove,
if it still needed to, that the objective situation is not irrelevant).
And a sectarian "subjectivisn“ vhich by comparing the orientation de-
fended-in another country with what it would loglcally inply for its

own’ Country, would s1np1y deduce that it 1s a 11ne "allen” to our move—--

nent.

Let us take the ex amble of the ST (ano not the LIT in‘oeneral) to il-
lustrate the complexity of the factors 1nvolved (and UlthOut claiming
to exhaust the topic here). .

(ne cannot understand the nature of the 3/Ps orientation without pnlacing
it back in the country in which it vas formed. The U3A is not only

the main imperialist power in the world. This fact has important poli-
tical implications: the historic youth of the country and the economic
might of the bourgeoisie have combined to establish a powverful bour-
geois political domination over the working class and the absence of
any independent party of the working class with a real mass influence
(even a reformist one). In this framework, and wvhatever the magnitude
of the social movements which have taken »nlace, the problem of state -
pover has never been oractically posed as it wvas dgring the revolu=
tionary or pre-revolutionary crises of Zurope. This explains in‘part
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ooth one dimension of the S'iPs orientation (a certain agradualism and a
definite messianism) and its particular place in relation to, for ex-
ample, the Argentine P3T (vhich means that the S..F has deadlines to. neet
which could chance its &ituation). 3imilarly, one cannot understand thz
source of the orientations of the Z'F which seem erroneocus to us without
raturning to its history. ZFor the 3./P3 orientation is characterized by
an original combination of sectarian dognatism and of opwortunist tail-
endism. 1In order to fully grasp its nature, one would have to re-ana-
lyze the original line of the S0, at that tlme wvocrking-class, the role
plaved by Cannon--a historical leader of the Aunerican wvorkers movement--
and the political bire=aks which characterized its evolution: the period
of extreme isolation under "hicCarthvism" (a nrobable source of dogma-
tisin) and the foria taken by the change in the political climate, the
exnlosion of the mass movement on campus and among =lacks while the white
‘vorllno class remalned nassive (a probable source of tail-endism).

‘But the STP also possesses the strongest contlnulty in relation to its
pre-var past of any of the s=ctions of the International; it did not ex-
perience the . deep orcanizational .cuts which we did: it resisted degen-
eration by its knowledae of how ‘to.link itself to struggles as they ap-
neared (from the pre-var wvorkers' -strikes to the anti-wvar movement) de-
spite the difficulties of the American scene; and it has dominated and
continues to domlnate the 11v1nq history of Trotskyism in the USA,

Thus, its reality 1s a conplex'und moving one, andcannot be bypassed or
forgotten. -

The organlzatlonal reality of tne S'P (uith its hyaertrophlc apnaratus
needéd because of the country's immense expanses) and its current orien-
tation are doubtless negative factors. Sut the opening of very nev
political and social events, accompanied orobauly by a resurgence of ;
vor&ers-struggles vill also pose wery neu questlons for the militants of
the 3P, A dlfferent.relatlonshlo betveen the national discussions on
the USA and the debates Vthh we are presently hoiding in the Interna-
tlonal v111 ex1st. . Pt

The , best tool for clarif 1nq suoh dinternational debates, in addition to:”
edgggtlnq the membership, is this very political and programmatic debate.
For only in and through this:debate can . one understand what flows from
the uneven development of the world revolution and our movement,;and
vhat  flows from real programmatic dlfferences.

This context enables one to understand vhy we constantly strive to av01d.
a factional and organizational crystallization of the internal tensions
of the FI in favor of an actual debate on orientation and theses. It
is also the reason vhy wve make the future of the component parts of the
LT? a stake in the debate itself rather than an already entirely pre—f
determined quantity.

d)Bulldlnq the ICR and the International

The role of France in the building of the International in the recent
period was very important Although now more relative in relation to
this recent past, it rema;ns central. A special and very particular
responsikility is thus thrust upon us. ¥Yet we assume this responsibili-
ty very unevenly. ' B _
During. the post-68 years, "international work” developed rather spon-

taneously. It was not controlled, given the channeling of efforts into
the leadership of the French section. There thus developed a netvork
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of "specialists"~of_;his:uork,Pmenbevs of the UZ or of French commissions,
barely accountanle £or their work, and conpclled to work as free-lancers.

A gap thus opened in day=to-day ac;1v1ty bétween the said "spec1allsts“
and the mass of militants--=ircluding the l°adersh1p-—vho vere ill-
informed and removed froi the respon31b;llt1es involved. This was
doubly dangerous, because it aided und abeited the under-information,.
misinformatior, disinterest, and ill-feelings of the French section to-
vard the. problems of the International. This in turn made the carrying
out of international worl more difficult, becuuse this work calls for
nilitants who have fully experienced cur process of 'growuing over", an
experience which the organization, being poorly motivated; is ill-
prepared to "pass on"; becausa this work mus:t novw be partially assumed
by the leaderships as such (international tendency debate, European
coordination); and finally because:this work calls for the intervention
of the organlzatlon itseif (immigrant WO k,sollda 1ty camn71gns)

Around the Zth orld Conqress, ve were able' Lo move foxvard in several
respects: integration of the French leadershin-into the’ debates, the
acqualntance Of the memnershlp -as. a2 whole with the debates, full-time’
involvement of new comrades of the leade runlp, In order for these steps
forwvard not: to. become conjunctural advances, ve nust apply -the. dlrectlves .
of the first congress. of the LCX: . T

--full-and responsible involvement of ‘& he 1eacershlps as such 1n ‘the
tendency debates, the coordination of Zuropean P3s, and the centraliza-~
tion of work areas. o

--at last regularly informing the membership as a whole so ds to provide
life to a debate and a real education:'on the problems of building the
FI. .Je could have done much better in this field. But we must avoid
demagogy. A full .political assimilation --espe¢ially in an organization-
such as our own--is linked to a practice. This "international ahd in--
ternationalist" practice will remain weak., For a long time to come, it
7ill still be difficult for comrades to master the problems of building
the FI. 3ut wve must from now on avoid these questions being among those
that are discussed only on the eve of world congresses.

-~on this basis, a reorganization of international work is in progress,
vith the election of an international commission by the Central Commit-
tee, in charge of aiding to centraiize the work,of speeding up the train-
ing of those who are directly responsible for it, and of providing the
membership as a vhole with information for discussions.

-~-to prepare an increased French participation in the center.

"o are, cf course, dealing with problems whoge resolution is tied to the
develpment of the 7I as a whole, bui which must be well understood. In-
deed, the very success of our implantation in one country can, in a
first stage, foster the dangers of the emergence of a narrowly “nation-
al® consciousness in relztion to international affairs, as could be
seen in other groups after 1968 (such as some l.aoist currents which

abondoned all international activities).

Conclusion

(ne of the hallmarls of our rnovement is its insistence on the sirulta-
neous building of national secticins and a centralized International.
The Second International is reduced to vague and episodic meetings of
socialist “powvers”. The Third, to a tooi of Soviet diplomacy, under-
going a crisis. China and Cuba havs given up the attempt to formalize
currents on a continental or world scale. The DV never aspired to do
so. The centrist formations of estern Zurope have barely begun to
assenble a loose coordination of heterogeneous groups. The Pabloist
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current, by diluting its organizational frontiers, ‘has diluted its
international reality. The Lambertist current, despite systematic in-
ternational work, witnessed a deep division of its movement along lines
which wvere more sectarian than political. Iutte Cuvriere" and other
“national-Trotskyist® formations have decidely opted to postpone the
task of building the International.

Despite out deficiencies~--a lot more glaring on the level of the Inter-
national than on that of the IC2-~the formation of the Trotskyist curr-
ent, as a world current from the onset, probably was one f the deci-
sive factors that enable it to overcome the period of "the crossing of
the desert", to inteqgrate the. post-vorld war tuo developments of the
world revolution (many of vhich were’ completelg unforeseen by larxist
thought) into its nrogram, and to experience its present renewal.

/e nonethaless experlenced this policy of simultaneously building "the
roof and the walls" (the International and its national sections) as a
partially contradictory one, even if only from the aspect of the dis-
tribution of comrades' assignments. liore importantly, the very devel-
opment wvhich the FI is experiencing since the mid-sixties, agqravates,
at least 1n a first stage, this contradiction. Furthermore, subjective
deficiencies, of the leadership, were added to this objective diffi-
culty. The process wvhich should enable us to overcome this contradic-
tion is now in gear. Zut time will be needed, both in order tc over-
come our subjective deficiencies and to oynass the ODJeCthG Gifficul-
ties. .le have "means" to accomplish this which are definitely greater
than formerly, espe01ally with the basis providad by the Zth .iorld
Congress. A center exists. So does the first political organ of the
US (Inprecor). A common political understanding (uuropean document )
and a common framewvork of development are developing in furope, Simi-
larly in other regions of the.world. - This is vhat motivates our belief

that we can actually go forwvard,

QCLAL



