POLITICAL BUREAU
NUMBER 26
March 22, 1975

Present: D. Jenness, Lovell, Sheppard, Thomas

Visitors: Aspoy, Blackstock, Finkel, Gersh, Hildebrand, Lyons,

Matson, Morell, Novack, Perkus, Rose, Seigle, Smith,
Stapleton, Wattenmaker

Chair: D. Jenness

AGENDA: 1. Developments in SWP and YSA Suit

10

2. May 17 Demonstration
3. April 26 Union Demonstration
4, Special Fund Drive Proposal

DEVELOPMENTS IN SWP AND YSA SUIT

Stapleton reported on developments in SWP and YSA suit
ToIEow1ng receipt of documents from government (see attached).

Discussion

Motion: To approve the report.
Carried.

MAY 17 DEMONSTRATION

Sheppard reported on recent developments concerning building
for the May 17 demonstration in Boston.

A series of articles by a YWLL leader in the Daily World
will be answered by a leader of the YSA in a series 1n The
Militant. This polemic will provide an opportunity to take
on the Stalinists concerning their record in the Black move-~
ment in general and in the Boston fight in particular, as
well as counter their redbaiting attacks on the SWP and YSA.
(See attached.)

Discussion
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APRIL 26 UNION DEMONSTRATIONS

Lovell reported (see attached).

Discussion

49

Motion: To approve the report.
Carried.

SPECIAL FUND DRIVE PROPOSAL

Sheppard reported (see attached).

Discusgion

Motion: To approve the report.
Carried.

Meetine Ad-ionrned.



Developments in the SWP and YSA Suit

Report to the Political Bureau March 22, 1975
by Syd Stapleton

I assume comrades have seen the coverage of the FBI documents
in The Militant and the New York Times. The release of these docu-
ments under court order has odrought our sult against the government
to a new stage. It has placed it squarely at the center of the
battle against government attacks on the Black movement, socialists,
the antiwar movement and the labor movement.

This will mean big new opportunities for support work for the
Political Rights Defense Fund.

Most important, these files show the kind of tactics the
government uses against all struggles for social progress. It
gives the SWP and YSA a chance to explain what kind of organization.
they are, why they were the targets of these kinds of attacks, and
how to avoid falling into the traps the government sets -- like red-
baiting.

The FBI turned over two types of files in response to the
judge's order. One was the working papers of about 40 individual
"Counterintelligence" programs carried out against the SWP. This
500 pages of material is the clearest outline ever to appear of the
government's attitude toward revolutionaries, Black activists,
unionists and other fighters. The programs range from trying to
get Fred Halstead beat up on his trip to visit soldiers in Saigon
during his presidential campaign to trying to destroy the Committee
to Aid the Monroe Defendants, a civil rights defense committee.

The other 2,500 pages of documents are investigative files on
the SWP, YSA and the 15 individuals who are named plaintiffs in the
suit. These files were prepared for circulation outside the FBI
-- to employers, Civil Service and so forth. They mainly show the
type of information the FBI has collected, rather than specifying
any type of FBI activity. There are two important features to this
part of the documents. First, they show that the FBI is engaged in
a massive effort to collect information about the SWP and YSA,
using every conceivable method, from wiretaps to mail tampering.
Second, the documents show that in spite of thirty years of this
survelllance, the FBI has not been able to find one bit of evidence
that the SWP or YSA engage in or advocate violence or any form of
illegal activity.

Through articles in the press we will be able to convey the
lessons reflected in this material. Various issues of the paper
will develop in detail things like the whole role of the FBI in
attacks on the civil rights movement, and the role of the SWP in
building the civil rights struggles. Similarly, the stories of the
comrades who were the targets of these attacks will show the SWP
as a fighting working class party with a tradition and history in
the labor and Black movements, going back to the Mlnneapolls
strikes, to Clifton DeBerry's arrests for labor activity in Chicago
in the '40s, to our consistent support to the Black struggle, to
Fred Halstead's activity in the Square D strike in Detroit in the
early '50s, and so on. Local candidates will want to use this FBI
material as part of their campaign propaganda.
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Another valuable side of these documents is that they show the
government as an organizer and beneficiary of red-baiting. These
files show that the FBI helped build the "confrontationist" wing of
the antiwar movement, encouraged the CP's attacks on the SWP when-
ever possible, and used agents and other means to try to accelerate
factionalism and sectarianism in the radical movement.

All of this material will be important to explain to the
activists working to build the May 17 March on Boston. We should
try to see that every campus paper and Black papers print the truth
about these FBI attacks. Especially in light of the YWLL's recent
statement that it is impossible to redbait Trotskyists, we should
explain again how such redbaiting plays into the hands of the gov=-
ernment.

It's important to notice that all of this government material
is edited to cover up their real methods of gathering information.
They do this for two reasons —-- one is because their wiretaps, bugs
mail opening, etc., are illegal, and the other is to try to throw
suspicion on members of the SWP and YSA as sources of the informa-
tion. The COINTELPRO documents themselves show that one FBI tactic
is to falsely implicate loyal comrades in spying -- as a means of
trying to disrupt the SWP and YSA. At various points in its his-
tory the CP was tricked into launching agent hunts in its ranks,
and we certainly want to avoid any similar error.

There may be some chances to improve on the FBI material we
have already received by the use of the Freedom of Information Act.
We may be able to request files that would show some of the FBIS
attacks on the labor movement. A couple such requests have already
been filed, and we will want to follow up on these carefully,
working with the lawyers, to try to overcome the obstacles that the
government will put in our way. There is no reason at this point
for comrades in general to request their files, and this should not
be done.

A meeting with the Jjudge a few days ago set a tentative date
for the trial in early 1976. This means that we will have almost a
year to draw out the details of the government's activity, publi=-
cize further documents we will receive, and develop this material
as a propaganda axis around which we can project the SWP and YSA as
fighting organizations with roots in the Black and labor movements.

This will also provide time to fully develop the potential for
support to the Political Rights Defense Fund. The publicity around
the release of the FBI documents provides a good setting in which
to overcome the lag in PRDF activity that existed in a lot of areas
the first part of this year. A lot more people know about the suit
now, and will be open to sponsorship. Even people that may have
been reluctant to become sponsors before, labor union officials and
others, may feel differently about the case now.

In New York the PRDF national office plans to explore the pos-
sibility of a broadly sponsored public meeting, involving the ACLU
and others, to protest government attacks on democratic rights.
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Of course, along with the opportunities, the financial needs
of the case will increase right up through the time of the trial.
Consistent support activity for PRDF in local areas will be essential
to meeting the financial requirements of the suit.

This case has already made a historic contribution to unmasking
the government's contempt for democratic rights. It has the po-
tential of becoming a completely unprecedented challenge to the
government's attacks on the working class movement.
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*,2@:.@3& student a@:%mwm&.um & mmwm ﬁﬁ %Mm ag 53& racism

By MATTY BERKELHAMMER
National Organizational Secretary
Young Workers Liberation League

A National Student Conference
Against Racism attended by more than
2,000 participants, was held at Boston
University Feb. 14-16. The conference
voted to:

1. Support the call by the Boston
NAACPE for a national demonstration in
Boston on May 17 aginst racism and for
the amumm%mmccz of the Boston public
schools.

" 2. Conduct local campus anti-racist
actions on April 4, the anniversary of the
the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King and the {irst International Um% of
uo:um:m/ with Youth of the U.S. Strug-
gling Against Racism. These actions will
g_. .ﬁ?:,a the theme of fighting against

cathacks in funds for education; for open
»m% ssions. against racist textbooks and

v Q_m and other local issues, as well
s mobilizing for the national action on
Tay Z They will be the beginning of 2

8ix- zmcx period of Ew.am:m activity am.
signed to mobilize students in an ommaﬁm
way in the struggle against racism.

3. Launch a new national student
organization cailed the National Student
Coalition Against Racism.

The outcome of the conference was a
result of sharp debate among many con-
tending forces.

According to the credeantials report
the conference was attended by 2009 per-
sons from 27 states and the District of
Columbia. This included vm&n%wim at
the teach-in on ¥riday evening preceding
the conference. The participants came
from 147 colieges. 58 high schools. and
113 organizations.

Approximately 15 perceni of par-
ticipan's were Black, Puerto Bican or

w59

o=

other nationally oppressed vouth.

Some 400 of the participants were
members of either the Socialist Workers
Party (SWPY or the Young Socialist Al-
Hance { YSAY who. in their effz
the conicrence. conducted an unprece-
dented maobilization of their own leaders
and members in order (o guarantee
that the sutcome of the conference con-
formed to their own sectarian piaas. Ap-
proximately 100 other pariicipants came
from various other ultra-"‘Leftist’” Trot-
skyite and Maoist groups.

About 50 members of the Young Work-
ers Liberation League participated in the
conference.

This left a total
affiliated students
However. many of these aftended
the teach-in Friday night: thev di
participate in the conference mwmm A
proximately 650 Smmwmsgms &mﬁf
took part in various conference

On the one hand. :..J Lqm
ference indicaled a
in. and support for. ?; ﬁ,.._.,mm
RBlack community of Bosion fo achi
quality inlegrated edu a;i 335&
use of busing. On the other hand,
conference was not of the nm e, SCoDne, or
breadth that would justify the ¥YSA claim
that it was an T oand tauthort-

of some 1,450 non-
whe participated.

rat M:ZE: a
tative’” event in the history of the US
student movement.

Throughout the conference strong
»Emﬁ:e to the SWP-YSA .&mn mﬁ:mmmmm
by many of the unaffiliated conferznce
participants.

This hostility and criticism was hased
on the SWP-YSA's attemnpt to manipulate
and conirol the conference: also on the
experience of many activists on the cam-
puses during the past years. where the
YSA’s cpportunism and capitulation fo

?.gm.:w in order of their Eﬁ&c?nm
the m,mwm
Con
15:25 5. ;@3 an ww vig
fhiat ﬁf
rhair

:*..,zv?,r ms.: hitrary
selegtion of ¥V (As
it turned oul £ well-
founded, as the Emﬁ.&ﬂ.m mw.:mg

the two key u:é
?i“:,& moong

and ene YSA

ng and nsually

ageguately.
the nropesal

WAk

ratie o

mris con :uw

INBULS
at diciate

.opposed

n this question the YWLL presented
4 prin Su_ :1 position and argned for it on
En floor. In the discussion on the action
osals, the League presented the fol-
lowing amendment.:

“That. whereas the political powers
of the Roston School Committee and other
mwaro:m? groups are used t¢ propagate

racism among white people, this confer-
ence recognizes that the main responsi-
bility of progressive white youth, and
white peaple in general, towards building
of the actions for the period of April 4—
May 17 and beyond, is fo win white stu-
dents and vouth, and white pecple in gen-
eral, to the struggle against racism, and
specifically to the struggle for equal edu-
cational opportunity for Black and other
nationally oppres ssed students, which is
key to winning quality education for all.
This includes resolute support for the Bos-
{on school desegregation plan.”

The q,,,.ﬂu and YSA have historically
this position. believing that the
masses of white people are hopelessly
poisoned by racism. Instead of trying lo
win the majority of white workers Lo see
that racisim is not in their class interests,

the ¥Y5A believes that the orly way io
overcome the influence of racisin among
masses of white youth is 1o use the Black
community as a “‘battering ram to i
timidate” them. to “smash” the resist-
ance of the while community. This denies
completely the special responsibility of
progressive whites to conduct the strug-
gle against racism in the white commun-
ity and among other whites

The Jsopmrwﬁm position was clearly
stated in ihe February issue of the Young
Socialist. newspaper of the YSA. which
was distr buted at the confevence. In a
column o writings from Leon ﬁ,imw?

the anti-w. %:,mzfnm position of the YSA
comes acrass clearly.



. o1doad 0y
Nie} PUE S[{3q Joop Suia pue sanIEnuIod
ame A9y} ojul 03 wagy 313 Ing ‘sayoleuwl
asay) Juiped a1 kayl,, ‘100 3y Uo
17 1nd juapn]s auo sy "uoissas Kieudld oY)
1B SIHApNIS HEOIY ojdand pue Yorig ay)
Lq Ajpejeadar passaadxa sem mala STL
UONBpUNG] B YONS U0 J[INQ 3G jou pjrod
Ayun ym-yoelg [njduniesul eyl 3aj
L9y ‘wistorl 0} uoneMIded se St} mes
IO pay[em oym S}uIpMIS ¥oelg Byl "wist
->ud surede a(38nais ay) ul INOA ANIUM
10 5{0d 3y} Jof UOKDAUID 13D € Ivfoxd
10U PIP ‘AJIRd SIANION 1SIBII0S 211ANS
01}, 9y} £q pateuiwop "siaziuedlo oud
-12JU0D ay} “19S3N0 Y Wody ‘jeyl Joe} sud
ur A1 1NOYIEAM Ay} JO ISNEd diskq Y],
., POAJOAUT SANSST 3Y) 313M
veum ;Inoyfem auyy pajdwoad jrum
‘11ing aq pnod
Ajun ajym-Yorlg YoIyM Ul Aem ay) pue
wistoel jsurede a[3304)S Y} UO BOUIIBJUOD
ayj snooj 03 patd} “quasaid syuapnis yoelqg
43 [{e Jo JiBY Jn0qR ‘S3udpnis Yoelg jo Aul
-dnoud e 1918 €1 'qa,] U0 uoissas Afeuaid
ButuaAa ay) 1B PaLINdd0 JNOYJeM YL
“JUSLIIAOW JUBPN]S 3Y)
U{ UOISSTIOSIP YOnu 10j 3sNed a1) Uadq sey
'a1-p1 "Gay] ‘A11SI2AIU{] UOISOY 1B ‘WIsIdeY
1sutedy 90UaJJUC) JUIPNIS [RUOTIBN Y]l
wiod) sjuapnis passoaddo Ajpeuonyeu 1aylo
pue yorlg 001 INOge JO 1noYiem Y]
1
"P}BUILUIOD 0] AN
-{Iqe J19Y) pue SUile UelIe}dIs I8yl Sins
153U0] OU 11 UM 0S[E ansst uoijedardasop
ay3 doap o3 paroadxa aq ued Layy, Jayila
uoysanb patdiourad ' jou Ajsnolage st
wsoes isuiede 9133nays ay; “wey 10,4
WiIdY) peipalIsip Ajyano
-JOY) PRY “WRUIBIA Ul JULIA[OAUE '§[}
P20Ip poifRy YoM “juawdlide Adead
41 o) uonisoddo 119y} I19jje pue Insst
10U, B SE }1 pamala Jo3uo] ou A3y) Jajje
JUAWaAOW 20Bad 2y} paddop so11sysIoL],
Y} 1By} ‘19A9MOY '[[BODI PINOYS M
‘SPUd UBLIR103S UMO 213U} JOJ 11 35N
pu® 'J3A0 1 3B} 0] 'JUSWIIAOW UOTIRIIGY]
Wor[d 9yl . 01ut 19¢ | 0] $31A¥S100 {, 3UY JO
3JISIP DY) UL PUNOT 3G UL UOSEAI [Pl Y],

‘uonsanb B jEIUBLIRDURY OS U0 uviised
113Y3 paguryD SABY AoY] asnedaq 10U St 3l
‘AisnotagqQ  uorjedoadassp Joy siddnays
a) wi paajoaut awodsq o) ‘ed sty i®
"3898 0§ S9NAYSIOLL Y 2Je UYL AIM
ird
‘8961 AN SI9USIQRG SN utiaielyg
adaoan £q ‘{e10g adusy) ue) A1uiodin
e MOY) .. Ajpos afuryo o) wsiendey
Aq posodwt uaaq sty eyl uotjesedas ayy
azijiin ~ * © poieledas aJe savEJ Aul,. jew)
purotd ayy uo uonjesdojur pasoddo Aa3yg
‘Aytjenba pue s1ydua 1AL ‘uenridanul 10]
paj ay 9133nns onjrisowap 8y pue Jury
194y uljJep ISulede WSNLD jsadieys
JI9Y1 109J1p O] SeM | UOnngLIIuod,, uiew
_Sa}IAY¥S104, Y3 S09. pue S(g, 24} JO JudW
-aaow sjydia a0 aunue a3y Junmgg
10Ey
011051y Jo sJayew ate sapdwexs asayy
ylog wsoel o) uoniejnyided  taylouw
sem uonjisod SIyl AI0)1I9] J1PYl WO}
sdooay "§'1] jo [emeIpyilm ay) paierjodau
fay) ;1 .ino Jmyies., 91am ASIWEBUIAA
2y ey pordie souANSIcIY, 9yl oqel
dunerjodou oy} 01 JjuawuidA0d ‘g oul
paaio] pey 'pliom ay} jnoydnoyy $asuoj
aovad pue sselo BUINIoM JO AJIRMIOS AT}
OB 3y} pUR u0tluf] 191A0S Ayl Anieinsiiied
‘$aLuUnnd 181e100s A1} jo 1ioddns ay) yiim
‘aidoad asawieulalp o108y A} UM
‘ansand 0y HFAnnsg
JO SULID}] PUE SOTIDEY 104100 JYl 252w
1EYM 3SaWIRUIATA Y1 UBY) (—8,..5 A9y
Loy vyl duies) 9y et LUSIUIATRYD
reuoneu juedolre s 4MS 2 o
PAYOEW SEM WUSIULANEBYR UM SIYJ
“JUSWIdAOW
aoead 3y} wyiM ANUN ajYm-¥orlg 01
alorsqo Jofewr Yy se pauwoyauny A3y]
-aoead g0} 9j3dnais ay) Jo 1ied {padsjur ue
ws1oed jsutede 913 3nas a9yl syew jou pue
_onsst-ajduts., jualsAcw a0ead ayy deay
0] pajuem "Aeam JSIUTANEYD K[{EdNIS1IS)
-0vieyd 119} Ul ‘SINAYSIOL], 9y, auioy
e 249y uoisseldai pue WISIORI JO YImoi3
Ay} pue uonEM)IS OJ1WI0Uod? 2ulIrIOLID}
-ap 9yl 03 UIRUJAiA Ul Jem 2yl jsutede 313
-goxs ayy dn yuip 01 ydwaje 1943 03 U0y
-1s0ddo YSA-IMS 243 AIPIAIA {13 SO,
SO pUE §09, ) Ul SISIAIIDE 1UIPNMIg

onsiunlueddo sw
17951 JUAUBAOW BuTE AG-1IUE Y] UT JUW
-3AT0AUT JMS 21 UeAD puE ‘moNsand siu
uo vonrsed s JAQ 33 papiedol 30ULIR]
102 9} 1¥ SIUAPNIS AUTUE Aym ST 3BYq
‘BUOTE , JUSL
u a0y Alipigisuodsay om
ST 2AISUIJIO ISV Z%mm Ew: Exie)
1B} ST GOISTDUG, m 0] ayy LCjuaud
-3A0W ¥OBIY .ﬁ:ro Y1 J6 \.,.umww.aﬁm
ue,, SE PIMIIA ST U] ON 5SRO Buriiom
oyl 10! Aousdiawe P sw Pamsta 31 §)
‘oNn 0s1e atdoad a1igs ouaiiowa ue
SE 213Y PeMalA uoiseg E _. ...:5 au} §1
*{Fusng
isuiedy  QAISUSIIQ 1S1OBY IYL) | judw
-AAOUT YOB[Y J471Ud 21 0] Aouediatuo ue
SIIMTISUOY  UeISey Ul UGUPNS a3y,
‘PIES ROUIIRJU0D SY) 1B pAnQLusp Ju
SN UO MITATIIIUL P Ul "olawie]) 19184
1L6T Ul SEM ) SB ABpO] anay
S ST JMS 23 I0 UOIIBZLIAIOBIRYD SIY ],
ssejo duy
-§10m 9y} jo saddnas ayy u 3: ueissazd
-do peuolieu pue (ewred jsuiede ar@8nns
2y} saodeaip pue ssed Juiiom Iy 1o
ANUR Yy Jsutede SB[ 1] DI
2Q 10U [[IM WSIOBI JBY] SIINSUD uoHIB{nW
-10} steaginoq-Ltad sy weses Jut
148y a03 Anpgrsucdsas sy 2ary suoie 3id
-0ad yoelg 18y pjoy Aauyl uisioes jsuede
3183nays Ay wr diysyapead; Surmnsse w
Je(nonirzd ur siayiom 2iym pue [eisuad
ur sseo Jupjrom |y 10 ANpqissed Ay
saproaad uenisod nauy 9188nus ssep
ayl wodal 11 Isutede 218dnals ay duogoa
-{p puU®B $I100J SSBI3 ST ur0a3 31 Juidioaip
"AJ10BIISQR WISIOBI MBTA S21AYSI0LY,..
19T 243 U1 9D A 1510BY (WISIAYSI0A],,.
DAL BJONIIR UB T L6 AP SnEpY
eanned ui pies 0IUOK Auol, SV
‘wigorl jsutede
a[ddnns ayy ur susquiawt uma 11 Fuipnpout
YInos augm Jo Ajipaisuodsas [eads oy
jo 1daouod ou sey vy ayl pefueyoun
suretal uonised ‘qw?.&am Jiseq Syl
10U JUU [ L UOISENOSIP 213 U0 PISEQ U
-urdo jo a8ueyd (B3 R 103331 S PIg
juonsod TIM L o)
giM paaade oy v TARS 31 20EI-INOYw

-3A0W Yorlg.,

=

JURUIRID B U senssi
$31T4YSI0L], MO[[3] SIY
A} K00} ‘IEpIpURY [RIUIDISAA]  9L6T
dMS aqy ofow J919d  UISIEIANEYD
puz wistuniieddo 2135113108aRYD $31 pased
-SSP VSA-dMS 9} "uouBulS sup uj
-goniisod 3s1ovl-13ue 3y o 1ieddns g
Pa10A JABY PINOM Wi Jo Auew jey; Sur
-48S 3.13M SI3pBI] VSA ) Jeqa £q pIoura
-aocon o5 aram fog] -uwopisod andedy
3Y) JC SSIUWIDALI6D I MBS SIqWAW
¥SA Aurm u3ad ‘wsided surede 9188nas
3yl 01 YINOA M 2[R0 wim 0) yjnok
ayym 1o Anpiqisuodsax [eads eyl Joj
pandie siuapuadopul JoYj0 pur SIaqUIdUL
TIMA SE UOIIPPE U] WISIOBRI JO J0UB
-npjui Yl (IelIND 0} YInoA 9yM JoYlo
Fuowe 104 0} YIn0oA ym 2a1ssaidoad
10j A}IS$30aU Y] POOISIIPUN oYM ‘SOUD
-13jue Ay} je sjuspuadapur 9y} jo Luewr
JUUIAUOD jOU PIp sjusuwmnBie Iy,
jesod
-0ad TIMA 941 03 uonsoddo w ayods
{ie — 929IWWIcO [BUOTIBU YSA 9Yl JO
Jaquiaus e ‘zandupoy e pue uSredwed
84010917 AMS 9y} 0] J0JBUIPIOOD YINOA
‘fajieg uBN VSA 9Y) JO UBWIIEYD (B
-yoniey 1owlo] £3ind smalpuy Juipnp
- VS S JO SJAQUIdW OuBdIy) pue
§or[g "u0iisanb syl U0 31vGap Ayl U

YL L AJIIEID., puR
.19a10d,, 03 00y}

‘satdoad passa.ddo
Jayio pue ¥ogig Aq DaJapjnoys
aq st wsiors suedv ¥3nns ay
10 uapIng 217108 Ay} U} SOUNSSE 11 10)
WUSIOR: 0] GonB[NiIdED B ST MI1A sIg],
‘wistaed jsurede Jundnags w
3] SISRIDIUI SSB[D J191f) 1By} 2338 0} uon
-eanpa puw apddnais ylnolyy uow ag ued
SI9Y10M SUNM 1BY] SDUIPIJUCD OU 3ARY
S311A4S101 ], 3Y) 1BY} JAPUOM OU ST }t ‘pres
AYS104], S€  ‘A3eUoiinsal Ajgeqriosspur,,
puE | $1SB3q,, 38 SIYI0M UBSIIAWY j]
{"cL61 Areniqa ‘Isne
20§ Junog) | fIeuonoeal Aqeqriosep
Ul ST 19ajIOM UBRDLIOWIY ML ' C 'S)SEaq
URDLIWY Yl 4OBI) 0} AIBSSIVVU ST 3]
%mrEu Y} pIBMO] 03 OSIe aJr Ay puw
2 uﬁ 3 A3y} $20133 o) 01 UenR|AI
E SISHUIANEYD 212 SJ3JOM UEDLISWY
2y 10 3weorad gk (sAES A¥8104

Ayeuoieu



The Biack studenis challenged also the
elitist “student vanguard”’ concepts of the
Trotskyites who sought to impose strate-
gv and tactics from the outside on the
community forces most involved in the
desegregation struggle.

The proposal of the Trotskyites for a
single-action campaign, as opposed to a
campaign of ongoing organizing against
racism as it manifests itself on the locat
campuses, was also attacked sharply by
the Black students.

Another criticism repeatedly raised by
the Black students was their feeling that
the conference was not an open confer-
ence, that it was dominated by the SWP-
YSA, which had a history of opportunism
in the fight against racism, and that the
doors to full participation in the confer-
ence were closed by arbitrary and un-
democratic procedures,

In response to these criticisms which
were raised on the floor of the confer-
ence, the YSA (Young Socialist Alliance,
SWP youth group) responded in a way
which was itself racist. Instead of dealing
with the criticisms raised, YSA members
hiegan shouting, ©*Sit down! Sit down!' to
she Black students. As supporters of the

‘tack students began shouting, "*Let themn
speak!,”” it appeared that the conference
would not he able to continue. However,
after the Black students walked out. the
conference continued. A Trotskyite
spokesman denounced the Black students
as disrupters.

The walkout of the Black students was
prompted by legitimate criticisms and by
an understandable frunstration at the un-
dernocratic way the conference had been
planned and organized. .

Mixed in, however, were some incov-
rect notions derived primarily from the
Maoists about how the siruggle against
racism and for quality education should
be conducted. On the floor, the Macists
opposed support of the May 17 march call-
ed by the NAACP on the grounds that it
was ‘‘reformist’’ and that the Black coin-
munity of Boston does net support busitg.
The Maoists atiacked the busing program

as “forced integration’’ and as a ‘‘viola-
tion of people’s right to self-determin-
ation.”’ This view, however, was not shar-
ed by the overwhelming majority of Black
students at the conference.

It was the Maoists among the Black
students who advocated a walkout from
the conference. The students who walked
out were unable to agree on their political
objectives, and their meeting produced no
ONgoing prograim or organization.
~ In the end, therefcre, the walkout,
though prompted by legitimate criti-
cisms, did not contribute to the struggle
against the efforts of the SWP-YSA to
dominate the conference. Instead. it took
many of the independent Black students
out of the conference. In this manner the
Maoists aided the Trotskyites in their ef-
forts to control the conference and sabo-
tage an effective mass struggle against
racism.

. °

In response to the frequent criticisms
made by many conference participants of
the SWP-YSA, the SWP responded by
charging that they were being ‘red-
baited.” ,

Let us examine this charge.

In the first place, the main reason for
the Trotskyites’ existence in every coun-
try is to oppose the Communists and oth-
er progressive forces in the struggle for
progress and socialism.

The Trotskyites oppose and call for the
overthrow of secialism in every country

where socialism has been established, in-
cluding the USSR, Cuba, the DRV.
the GDR, etc.

The Trotskyites make the Communists
the main target of their propaganda cam-
paigns, fitting in nicely with the ruling
class reactionary attacks on Communists.

An outfit as anti-Communist as the
SWP-YSA cannot be the ohject of red-

baiting.

In the case of the National Student
Conference Against Racism. the crif:-
cisms of the SWP were well-founded.

Is it not a fact that the SWP-YSA sent
400 of their mermbhers and practically

entire leadership nationally und from ev-
ery local area to this conference?

Students who have had previous expe-
rience with the Trotskyites in the past, as
in the National Peace Action Coalition
and the Student Mobilization Committee,
know that the Trotskyites never seek to
build a really broad united front move-
ment, but only one which they can tightly
control. Since their ideas are “.E.Smmw:m?
rejected by progressive pecple, the Trot-
skyites know that the only way they can
control movernents is through numerical
domiration. This was the reason behind
the massive SWP-YSA mobilization of its
mermbers to stack the conference.

Is it not a fact that two of the fiy
chairpersons of the conference were «.wm
members? .

If this eftort were o be a real united
front, wouldn't it have been more demo-
cratic to have broader representation in
the chair?

Is it not a fact that the YSA-inspired
rule to limit speaking at the conference
to those recognized by the chair limited
the ability of the independent students to
express themselves and added a large ele-
ment of arbitrariness?

Do these sctions not constitute an at-
tempt by the SWP-YSA to manipulate the
conference? Cun the exposure of these
facts be called “red-baiting "2

But more than that, at the confererce,
the SWP and YSA leadership itself covert-
ly engaged in some of the most unprin-
cipled red-baiting attacks agamst the
Communist Party and the Young Workers
Liberation League. By their own admis-
sion, Maceo Dixon and Paul Maiklot,
YSA organizers and conference cosrdina-
tors, without consulting the other confer-
ence coordinators but acting in the name
of the coordinators. called Tom Atkins.
president of the Boston NAACP. Rex
weng. of the Massuchusetts AFL-CIO.
and other community leaders in Bos:
lon. saying that they had heard that
the Commumst Party and the YWLL
were planning (o disrupt the conference

and could they oen their suppart if

such disruption occurred.

These charges were totally unfounded.
The YWLL’s participation in the confer-
ence was constructive and principled
from the beginning to the end. Though the
YSA conference coordinators were aware
of the YWLL’s construciive participation,
they did not hesitate to resurrect the
hackneyed McCarthyite charge of “Com-
munist disruption.” What could be clear-
er evidence of classical red-baiting by the
YSA than thig? in

The debate on the structure of the new
organization to be set up by the National
Student Conference Against Racism,
meeting at Boston College, February 14-
16, was one of the most important at the
gathering.

Inherent in the debate on structure
was the question of whether the new or-
ganizafion, the National Student Coali-
tion Against Racism, would be a broad,
united, effective vehicle among students
in the struggle against racism, or whether
it would function as a narrow. unrepre-
sentative body dominated by one organ-
ization. Alse involved was the question
of whether Black and other nationally op-
pressed vouth would be guaranteed rep-
resentation on all the leading bodies of
the coalition.

The Young Workers Liberation League
submitted a proposal on structure. It pro-
posed that a steering commitice be elect-
ed by the conference which would be com-
posed of two representatives of every na-
tional student and youth organization that
endorsed the program adopted by the con-
ference: and two representatives of every
stale or regional organization of NSCAR.
and six persons elected by the conference
as a whole, at least half of whom were to
be Black or other nationally oppressed
youth.

The League proposal specified the
type of national organizations that could
be appreached to participate on the steer-
ing committee, including the NAACP

Youth Council, the Maticnal Student As-
sociation (NSA), the Newman (lubs,
Hillel Clurg iba YMOA tha YWOAL the
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14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
March 24, 1975

TO ATLL ORGANIZERS AND TRADE UNION DIRECTORS:

Dear Comrades,

The "Rally for Jobs Now'" in Washington on April 26, called
by the AFL-CIO Industrial Union Department, has so far not been
widely publicized by its official sponsors. According to our in-
formation, published in The Militant of March 28, the AFI~CIO
intends to send notices To all 1UD affiliates. Some unions have
a special interest in this rally and are doing more; the Interna-
tional Union of Electrical Workers (IUE - Jennings) and American
Pederation of State, County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME -
Wurf), for example, are preparing to charter buses in several
cities to transport unemployed workers to Washington for the
rally. But we can expect that everything will be done in routine
fashion.,

We cannot expect to exercise decisive influence on prepara-
tions for the rally. But we are supporters of the action and are
anxious to do everything in our means to build it.

Comrades in some cities have already made initial moves. In
Detroit the Graphic Arts International Union (GAIU) passed a
motion to support the action and voted money to charter buses.

In Cleveland the local CLUW chapter adopted a supporting resolu-
tion at its meeting on Sunday, March 23. In New York the ITU
local 6 adopted resolutions (one by the News chapter and another
by CLUW women of the local) endorsing the action. In Pittsburgh
we have called several unions and learned of plans by IUE to
charter buses. The Pittsburgh CLUW chapter is expected to call

a special meeting to build for the 26th. In Washington, D.C., an
enlarged '"coalition meeting" has been called by the Washington
Teachers Union for April 3 to urge the Black community, indepen-
dent unions, all who are affected by the job crisis to attend the
rally on the 26th, and to bring out as many of the unemployed as
possible with their own banners and demands. (This "coalition
meeting" was planned before the IUD agreed on the 26th, when the
Stalinists were planning a demonstration on that date. In
Philadelphia a candidate in an AFSCME local has put a notice of
April 26 in his campaign leaflet, one of the things he stands for
and is helping to build. These are some examples of things we
are doing right away.

We hope that unions from most major cities west of the Missis-
sippi will be represented in Washington on April 26. If this
happens, the JFK stadium which holds an estimated 85,000 will not
hold the crowd.

Our purpose at this stage is to become as active as possible
in the preparations of this demonstration, try to get as many
unemployed as possible to go, and manage in every way we can to
get there on the transportation that is provided.
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We will, of course, work within the established apparatus of
the unions, not attempt to work around them. Ve want to find as
many militants as we can to work with on this project, and make
new friends in the process.

Our slogan is the same as the one of the unions: JOBS FOR ALL.
If anyone wants to imow how we propose to accomplish this, our
election material (Bill of Rights for Workers and Why Can't We All
Have Jobs) will supply some answers. For those who have further
interest, we will have classes on the Transitional Program (and
other basic writings) at the SWP headquarters. We are anxious to
introduce as many young militant workers to our politics as possible,
and preparations for this rally in Washington is the first good op-
portunity that has come along in a good while.

We will have opportunities to sell our literature in the
course of this work and explain why we think this is a very impor-
tant action. We want to become recognized as builders of the
action and builders of the union, not union knockers, even though
we may think the officials are inefficient and routinist.

It may be that some unions from the mountain states or even
from the West Coast will want to send delegations, probably made
up of union officials with one or two of their unemployed. In
such cases we would like to be selected as part of the delegation.

At Washington on the 26th our primary task will be to sell
our literature, and in some cases we may be part of union com-
mittees selected to help with the organization of the overflow crowd
-~ if the whole thing gains that kind of momentum. (We are not
predicting that it will, but we must work for this optimum develop-
ment a?d be prepared at every stage and in every way to help it
along.

The [lilitant will continue to give coverage of the April 26
Rally for Jobs, and we will welcome reports about it from all
branches.

Let us know what is happening in your area, and what you are
doing about it.

Please read this letter at your next branch meeting for in-
formation of all members.

Comradely,

Prank Lovell
Trade Union Director



14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014
March 25, 1975

TO_ALL ORGANIZERS AND FINANCIAL DIRECTORS

Dear Comrades,
Special Party Building Fund

At its meeting of March 22, 1975, the Political Bureau
approved the launching of a Special Party Building Fund, con-
tingent on Congress passing some form of tax rebate on 1974
taxes.

The Special Party Building Fund will be a public campaign,
appealing to members, sympathizers, Militant readers and others
to support the Socialist Workers Party by contributing all or
part of their tax rebate.

The success of the party and YSA's suit in forcing the
government to turn over some of its files pertaining to the
illegal campaign it has conducted against the party and YSA has
publicized the party as a fighter for democratic rights, and as
a fighting party championing the cause of labor, the Black move-
ment, the antiwar movement, etc. This fund will enable sup-
porters of the party to aid us in all our work. It will enable
those who want to aid the real fight against inflation and un-
employment to support the party that is carrying forward the
fight to eliminate the cause of both, and to protect the work-
ing people from the effects of both.

The Fund campaign will be conducted on two levels. One
will be a campaign organized by the branches among party members
and sympathizers. Pledges will be taken from members and sympa-
thizers, once the size of the rebates is known, and the branches
will be responsible for collecting these pledges as the checks
are received. We propose that the money collected by the
branches be split between the branches and the National Office,
at the ratio of 40 percent for the branches and 60 percent to
the National Office.

We also propose that the 40 percent of the pledges kept by
the branches be used first to pay off any back debts to the
national departments the branches may have.

The second level of the campaign will be a direct appeal in
The Militant. Funds collected in this way will all go to the
National Office.

Once the Congress passes the rebate proposal (assuming it
does), and comrades and supporters can figure out the amount they
will receive, pledges should be taken in the branches. After
the National Office knows the total of these pledges, a national
goal can be set and the Fund publicly launched.
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Assuming that Congress actually passes the rebate proposal,
this Special Party Building Fund will be very important in helping
the party nationally. As comrades know, financial realities have
forced us to undertake some cutbacks in national functioning.

This Fund campaign can help the party minimize these cutbacks in
a period of increasing political opportunities.

Please bring this letter to the attention of the membership,
so comrades can begin to think about their pledges.

Comments or suggestions will be most welcome, and should be
addressed to Barbara Matson.

Comradely,

[Btrﬂbxsul,gY\jSu:T\

Barbara Matson
National Financial Director

gﬂftﬁ/‘/ 5//" 7:’ d'dlff:".-g.
Barry Sheppard

National Organization
Secretary



