Internationalist Tendency
Chivago, Illinois

March 10, 1975

Pelitical Cammittee, SWP
New York

Dear Comrade Barry,

We bave not yet received your answer o our letter of February 28, 1975, which
followed the phone calls to you by Bill and myself. During our phone cenversation
oo Friday, March 7, you stated that the apnswer would be mailed out today. In the
meantime, our Political Committee has met and adppted the enclosed directives. We
are forwarding them to you and to the United Secretariat.

Please consider these "Political Cammittee Directives on Tasks of tbe Internatiovalist
Tendency”, dated March 7, 1975, as proposals to your leuiership as to how the
collaboratian between the IT anl SWP should be organized. We would like your

comments oo these proposals, as well 8s answers on how tbey can be carried out at

the local letel in collaboration with the various breanches of the Party.

Boclosed, you will also find our answer to the letter of resignation fram the
I.T. whicbh Comrade Peter Ge. sent to you. Cde Peter also reised same otber?

matters in a phove couversation witbh us. I mentioned them to you during our
phaone convessation, and we will we writing for clarification of these matters.

Camradely,
Jobn Barzman

for the Political Commnittee

G P
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1. POLITICAL COMMITTER NIRECTIVES ON TASKS OF THE INTERNATIONALIST TENDENCY
(Adopted Unmaniamously-March 7, 1975)

These directives are meant to guide the Tendency'’s activities through April 5, the
date of our delegated c-nference. They place a central emphasis on activities which
are both called for by the political situation in the U.S., and correspond to patiscxal
SWP :ampaigns. The I.T. Political Commiktee will contact our SWP limsen, Cde. Barry 8.,
to outline how collaberation between the I.T. and the SWP can take place at the loca¥k
level. These propceals will also be made at the forthcoming United Secretariat meeting
in March. We will request that SWP branches be advised of these steps, so that camrades
may proceed smoothly to coordinate their activities in designated interventiens with
those of the 8WP. A written record of all activities and proposals should be kept and
a copy of it should be sent to the Center on a weekly basis to allow us to see the
progress of this work.

A. NATIONAL PRIOCRITIES

1. BUILDING THE MAY 17 ANTI-RACIST DEMONSTRATINNS

The preparation of the May 1T anti-racist demonstraticns 18 the key priority in the
cming peried. It provides a field for sustained mass work in a meaningful struggle,
and for collaboratirn with the SWP. The Netional Student Coalitinn Againgt Racism( NSCAR)
is the most representative and effective t1nl fcr building these demonstrations. The
8lagans of NSCAR "Twenty-foe Years Is Enough?! Enfrrce Nesegragation Now!" and "Desegre-
gate Boston Schools". "Keep the Busses Rclliag!" "Stop Racist Attacks!" cerrespend to
the goals of structuring a united national anti-racist movement, facusing it en mass
action, and mobilizing broad forces in the wrrking class, the oppressed minorities, and
on campus to rally in defense of & concrete struggle of the Black cemmunity.

M all campuses where we have a presence, we should initiamte lccal chapters of NSCAR
in coordination with national NSCAR-if one already exists we should then belp build 1it.
In thnse areas where we dr not have crmrades cn the campus, we shculd make centact with
the campus committee(NSCAR) since the campus will probably be the center for organizing
this work. In unions, we shruld seek to get supprrt for the merch(motions, centributions,
articles in paper, petitions and building a contingent where a base exiates. Whe re
offices of NSCAR, cr a parallel local coaliti~n exists, a pumber of comrades should be
adsigned te volunteer several hours a week to help staff the ~fflce and work em all
aspects of publicity, media, labor outreach, fund raising and marshalling for the
demonstrations. On all tactical questions, we shruld seek to crordinate our intervent-
ims with those of the SWP(i.e. agreeing to a strategy before before & regional conference,
etc. ). Sales of issues of the Militant with particular emphasis on building the May 17
demenstratinns should be organized in selected areas(Black high schools, central areas
of the Black commnity, at meetings of Black nrganizations i.e. NAACP etc.). fur
explapatione to the people we work with shculd explain the link between racism and
capitalism, the need for mass actlon against the ruling class and for Black self-defense.



Where differentiations with the SWP's positicns seem t» be necessary tn answer the
questinmns of serious activists, we should refrain frem any public attacks en the SWP as
an organizatien, and explain cur differences in a responsible tashion, in the context
‘f explaining eur fight frr reintegratinon.

2. ELECTION CAMPAIGNS

In the coming menth, SWF municipal electirn cempaigns in a pumber ¢f clties will meve
into their final push. This is the case especially in Chicagr, with the importent
campeign of Willie Mae Reid vs. Daley, but alsc in Fasadena(Tim Mallory et al) ,
Berkeley (Carl Fenimore), Philadelphia(Terry Fardy), and St. Leouis (Barbara Bowmen). We
supp'rt all these campalgns because they objectively serve as a s~cialist pnle in the
elections, and advance & number of transitional demands which are important for the
perird. This is why we shculd help to place these tickets on the ballot, to teur their
candidates as widely as possible, and to clrculate the campaign literature. Comrades
should inquire from SWP cempaign crumittees what the schedule of these activities are se th
that we can participate 1n them and in the building ef them. Here alse the Militant is
useful as the central organ of the electicn cerpaigns, and shculd be uséd to rdaise the
c nscioveress of the best elements of the milieus in which 1t is s~ld, on the questions
t~uched by the campaign.

These SWP campaigns should adapt their prepaganda to the need tc take unfolding struggles
f~rward. While 1t is necessary to avoid concrete proposals which have nothing to de with
the starting point and circumstances of these struggles, it 1s necessary alsn to show
hw the preBent forms of struggle can be used tc go beyond limitations imposed by the
'burge ols s’tate and trade union buresucracy or other reformist leaderships. When candi-
dates and the literature of the SWP discuss the concept of a workers government te
implement the party program, it should be clear that the present level of consclousness
~f the vast majority of pecple whe are exposed t» this cencept requires that it be ex-
plained in terms of duael power, that is that it cannot corexist with the existing legal
framework and state, and that it requires popular organs te come inte being. There is
little opportunity to raise these points in & constructive way rutside of the SWP, be -
cause campaign comuittees only exist in reality at occasional regicnal conferences. But
we can take seme specific pnlitical initiatives in mileeus where we are active(e.g.
getting end«rsements apd or access f~r SWP candidates in certain unions, 1lssulng statements
~f gupport to the campaigns)

3. DISTRIBUTION (OF LITERARY IRCPAGANDA

Tendency locals should assume tasks of literary prnpagende aimed at different levels ef
croscloucpess. We sheuld use the gamut of Fourth Internaticnal publicatiens, and should
integrate sales of this literature int» our prlitical prinrity areas.

Inprecor and the Old Mnle: Inprecnr is addressed tn & special audience gnd be seld mainly
at radicgl meetings apd politlcal activitles. However cemrades should have cepies avail-
able n,nrMij.it,apt,sal.es alsn, The Old Mole is mainly of value for contacts interested in
the life of the pectirns of the Fourth Intermatiocpal, and should be de-empbasized ip
nther uses.

The Miljtent will be playing & useful role 1n terms of anti-capitalist expesure, cevering
the SWP electien campaigns, and building the May 17 ant1~racist demenstratiens. Militant
sales should be geen. ms a necessary and politically useful means of collaboratiog with
the SWP. Additionally, such sales have a clearly demonstrabls political value in their
+wn right. These sales should generally fall intn three areas: (1)during collaberative
activities with the SWP; (2) in concert with the SWP's generalized jales work; (3) at
places. that are carefully selected and prinritized by each I.T. leccal, regardless of
whether the SWP sells there itself(e.g. & factnry gate where we 1ntend te do sustained
w~rk, possibly because we have a contact there).



We will attempt to coordinate the sales of these Fourth Lotervatinooal publicatlons
with the SWP at a nati-nal level so tiat it hus its full value in terms of the reintegr-

ation struggle.

SECONZARY ACTIVITIES

The tendency hes engaged in a number f l-cal activities determined mainly by the
ﬂ;str;Qytion ~f npur ccmrades and the ‘tmealate ~penings before us. These can be contin-
uad,if'fhey dn pet cut inte the three above mentiwed priorities. In all these activitie
---except certain forms :f c-ontact work such as a study group where cnllaboration will
take the form of a prlitical explanation -- we will also seek to malntailn collaborative
c~nsultatinns with the SWFP.

In the next twn m nths, the USLIA trur of Juan Carl-s Coral, will appear for a few days
in each major center. Ncnetheless, the experience we 've had has shown tbat USLA chapters
Lkave not taken on a viable cn-going life, (except in New York). Crmrades should therefor
help to build these meetings ~n an ad-hoc basis as part of the fight against repressien
in Argewtina. It is difficult to make «n impact ~o the audience ~f the broad defense
meetings chaired by USIA, by raising political criticisms of the PST from the floor.
H-wever, sales of Inprecor and discussions with activists can lay the basis for further

wrrk.

CLUW work in Chicage, Hcuston and Los Angeles, has been undertaken spnradically. In cen-
sultation with the naticnal center, these lccals should determine how thelr work can be
directed toward devel~ping contacts f~r the I.T. and where prssible, teward collabaraticn
with the SWP, which seems to suffer from & c-ntradiction between 1ts written line and
many of its interventirns intn CLUW. In rther wrrk als~, comrades

should seek to direct their efforts toward ~ur central peérspective . Fer ex-
ample, cromrades working on the rail newsletter should invite the SWP candidate te write
a letter as a reader ~f the newsletter, and should submit an article te Frark Levell's
c¢~lumn in the Militant.

Internally,: 1~cels should organize the pre-c~nference discussion, and prepare fer the
cadre schcols which will be held in the sec~nd and third week of April. Further
prrgress is needed immediately on regularizing finances and raising the sustainer base
~f the locals. The center will keep the tendgncy as a whole inf~rmed nf the progress ef
the ccllabmration on a naticnal scale.
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CAIL TY A DELEGATED CONFERENCE "F THE.I.T.

“n March 5, the Doliticel C'mmittee decided t-~ upanimrusly recommend to the Steering
C-mmittee that it call a delegated conference ~f the I.T. f~r the week-end of April
5'th and 6th,~in Chicagr. The Steering C-mmittee was pnlled the fellowing twe days

and approved the recrmmendation. The conference will have a one-p~int agenda: how to
implement the fight frr reintegration. The plenum rriginally called for March 8-9, and
p-stpaned to March 15-16 is cancelled.

Telegates should be .elected from each area ~n the basis ~f cne delegate for every five
members in good standing, ~r major fractinmn therecf(a major fracticn being defined as 3)
Grn~d standing is defined as having paid the c-nventi-n assessment of $5.170 and being
current in payment of dues. For purprses rf veting isnlated comrades will be regrouped
in the f»llowlpg way:

1. Buffalr and Besten to New York

2. Detroit tn Chicage, I~wa City tr Chicag~ if less than three votes

3. A Wisconisn region

L. Kansas City t~ St. Louis

Grrups of supporters nf the I.T. who are seeking admissi~n to the SWD and the FI will be
given one observer with vrice and a consultative v~te each.



Delegates shculd be elected cn the basis ~f stated pnsitiens on the wrltten tasxs
rescluticns submitted tc the discussion. Prrporti-nal representatinsn will be given to
supprrters of the different tasks resoluti~ns, where necessary, on the basis of 1
delegate to five supprrters or major fracti~n therecf. The discussiop bulletin will be
~pen for copntributinns until Fridey March 28, 197¢.

Members of the cut-gelng Steering Cemmittee will have vonice at the coixference whether
they are delegates or nct. They will not have vote. Therefcre we leave it up to

the members of the Steering Ccmmittee t~ declde whether they wish to run for delegate

and to the comrades in the 1~ ~ areas to select thelr voting delegates. ~Surpotters of
“be varisTy ta-ks ressluticfi® will chotse thelr own 3i2l2gates based on their’ propertienal
strength in the locel area. ’

Guests ~f the Internaticnalist Tendency will be glven voice at the convention as has
been ur practice in the past. This will be in ~:informity with the Voorhis Act.
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AVAIIABILITY CF INTERNAL INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSICN BULLETINS (IIDB)

In line with the agreement arrived at during the recent IEC, the SWP is making theIIDB
available to tke I.T.. AllL the bulletins alrea?y published can be ordered threugh the
I.T. center.

Sew Bulletins published. in 1975 are:

Vol. X11, No. 1, January 1975 (20 cents)

%ourth World Cengress Since Reunification (Tenth World Conference) February 1974, Pt. 2.

Val. X11, No. 2 January 1975 (80 cents)

Report of the Centrol C-mmission of the Sccialist Workers Party, July 2, 1974

M~ti-ns Adcpted by the Pclitical Committee nf the SWP, July 4, 197h

Statement Adcpted by the Political Committee of the SWP, July 4, 1974

sAppendices to the Reprrt cof the Contr~l Ccnmission ~f the SWP

Etatement o~f the United Secretariat of the FI Regarding the Call for a Special Werld -
.C:ngress cf the FI by the PC f the SWP in their statement of Juyy 4, 197h4.

‘The Myth of the "IT Split"--Purge Politics of the LTF

V-1 X11, No. 3 January 1975 (30 cents)

”he Need for a Special Werld Cengrgss, A statement of the Steering Committee of the LIF
“n the Intermaticnalist Tendency-8plit from the SWP by Gus Herowitz

Appendix 1: Nctcber 17, 197k Ietter from the Internaticnalist Tendency Party te the SWD
Natiopal Ccpmittee. .

Appendix II: letter fr-m Jim Cf~lllns to the Internationalist Tendency Iarty P.C.

Appendix III: Letter fr-m Russell Welch and Cheryl Clark to the IMT Bureau

Appendix IV: Ietter frecm Russ21l Welch and Cheryl Clark to the Kempass Tepdency

Appendix V: Extracts from the IT Reaf’uticn cn Trade Unirn Werk; from IT Bulletin VII.

We hawe already ~rdered 100 each cf #2 and #3. Every area must immediately netify
the center of their decision on crdering these bulletins. Comrades must pay immediately
uprn receipt fcr Bulletins #2 and #3; camrades who wish to be put en a standing erder lis
must prepay $2.00 each. Bulletins should be circulated to members of tbe IT enly,
except for close contacts and after c-nsultatiosn with the IT P



Interuaticnlist TPeadency,
Chicsygo, Illinois

March 10’ )-975

hter Ge.
Houstan, Texns

Dear Leurade Peter,

We huve received yoaur letter of resignatien fram the IT. We wvere gurprised by the
grossly lopelded, ¢igtarted and dislhionest, evalustion ' cthe pest two years of
factional strugzle which your letter reflects. In our gprene conversation since then,
you meintain thet this wes pecsuse it wug a letter of reeignatien sddreased to the
IT and you taw 10 prupose 1p discusséing the tactiounal record of tihs IAF. Tals

excuse 4089 net stend up bacsuse you #ent 8 copy of this letter to the SWP Bational
Office, end yau knew it would be uwed to bolster tbe arguments of the nest sectarisn
nijplh priests @ the “IT PARTY SPLIT" mythology.'

Your accumations 4hat the IT wes dirloyal and anti-perty are completely devoid of any
political analysis apd theeefore open to any kind of interpretsticu. Even the use of
the word "mnti-garty” is questiansble. As Cde. Livio Maitan, ropresenting the
United Seciretariat at the Augwst 1973 couvention of the Perty, polnted put, it coaes
from the arsenal of Stalinist slesuder. You do not mentiou & ward sbouts ihe
quadi-afficinl merger between the orgens of tine party end the orysons of the IOF
vhich wes formelized at the August 1973 Perty canventiocn. You 4o not mestioen yaxr
opinion ef the letter wihere Gdes. lengston apd others docusent this fact.You seew
totully uneavaxe of the sslf-criticisms which tie IT hes mde, &ad which have besn
hidden frem the wembership of the SWP; your cantention that the IT poses canditiong
on its weintepyation in the SWP is eQually devedd of svny basis ip reality.

To our knowledge, this 18 the first time tiatl you bave reised toe accusaticn that
the IT wmo disloysl and anti-gprty. You cloinm "we bave had numerous fights over
these quastiene in tie pust,s0 (you) van't repeat the axrguments here”. We might

have had numereus {ights, but never over such accusstions vhich you now reise witn
0o substabtistien. Pinally, as you yourself admitted on tne phene, you 40 not bhother
t0 mention the nunercus disleysl and unwarrentedly factianal acts of the IFF against
the 7.I. leadership, the IMP, and the IT. Without taking these inteo accaunt, tlerc
is no my to understand the eveuts surrounding the expulsien of the IX.

In sum, whexe an Lonest disloene and belance sheet is necessery, you substitute
slapderous accusatione in the Btalinist style. Where the whbol trutl is necessary,
yousubstitute & wilateral atiack ou the IT. Do you belleve the IX war a Perty?
Do you belfove ..... wes ap IT Perty 8plit? Do you bellebe the prucedure by which
the IT was expelled wes carrect? You mpke no commente on tihese questiions., Such
letters of resigretion do net help to build the Party because 8 revoluticmary
Party must be duilt en the truth. Yeur ection seems precipitous and subjectively
motivated, snd it will not cantribute iu any way to ulleviate the factieua}l
tecsiane in the Internatiamal and in eur own Perty, the &WP. You should reconsider
your course apd write a correction of your leatter.

Comradely,
JobnBarzumn, far the Politiorl Camnittee, IT /;,(,,\ Poarsgre—
CC: SWP KO, UGFI Bureau, IF membership. ~



