14 Charles Lane
New York, N.Y. 10014 |
February 29, 1975 |

TO_ALL ORGANIZERS AND BOSTON WORK DIRFECTORS

Dear Comrades,

Those who attempted to disrupt the National Student Confer-
ence Against Racism were led by a grouping from Brooklyn College,
the Committee for Justice, in which a group called the Puerto
Rican Revolutionary Workers Organization is dominant. Some mil-
itants were disoriented by the disruption attempt, and in some
areas, we have found that red-baiting charges leveled at the YSA
and SWP by this group and others at the conference have had some
effect on independents we have been working with. The best way
this redbaiting attack on the NSCAR will be countered is through
building the May 17 action, reaching out to involve Black youth
in every aspect of NSCAR activity and in building the local city-~
wide May 17 coalitions.

The attached article from the Brooklyn College student news-
paper, Kingsman, was written by The Committee for Justice. It
might be useful to show to certain individuals disoriented by the
red-baiting, because it exposes the real nature of the attack
leveled against the conference by this group. Among other things,
the article shows that this group planned its disruption in ad-
vance of the conference; that it planned this disruption because
it disagreed with the political line of "stop racist attacks on
children, and keep the buses rolling, no matter what. Even
calling in of the National Guard to protect the children was seen
as an acceptable method of achieving forced integration." They
state that their position is that "forced busing to achieve inte-
gration is a violation of people's right to self-determination.™
Even their position on community control they label as "non-
realistic." They define "community control" to include white
control of schools in the white community. They make it clear
that they are opposed to the May 17 march and counterpose "com-
munity organizing" to it. They attack the NAACP.

Thus, this article can be utilized to demonstrate that the
red-baiting against the SWP and YSA is in reality a cover for an
attack on May 17 and the whole fight to desegregate the schools.

Comradely,

6 “any 5 L'f‘[""(

Barry Sheppard ,
National Organization
Secretary



" Vol. LNo. 2 m._., S

o ‘ memowU AVENUE AND AVENUE H, BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 11210

KINGSMAN

rnday, tebruary 21, 1949

..2694_2& nncaoa :oiuuuumaom 45 oo_—meq o:..aaﬂa?.ﬂ m. memaomu wBoES. oo:@»
 Published 202 .u:am< axnmun n::;e 383 2& vacation uo:o%. i ; o

_....zum< mgﬂd Na ._wum

) 8w _.mQC>mU_> I>..r BROOKLYN oo_rrmmm

mU_._.Om_.P_.. hwh‘wmmd >U<mm._._w—zm #wh.m.:m
lan Zwia_u_.x 3.8_‘ _:“Q.:qm
. Marc Frons, managing editot - - :
~ Alex Smith, Michael Tucker, associate editors .
_ Pam Perlberg, Richard Steier,news editors
Jonathan Miller, sparts editor -
Joel Alpert, Arthur Kurtz, photo editors
.. Billy Bach, Su Katz; news copy-editors -
- Billy Slutsky :associate news copy editor; '
Kenny .nsu Phil Zalon, Elizabeth Auster sports copy editors -
m__uo Eisenberg, Marianne Nasello, phota 83 ‘editors
Jackie Ehrlich, &<n3u§m manager .
Richard Lesovoy," assistant ad ‘manager . -
Professor David _s:ﬂa mzuznm. 358_‘

<

The opinions mxu_,mmmmn in mn_ﬁo:m_m are 903 of the Bm_o:n< ..& the _szm_s.Pz editorial
board and do not necessarily reflect those of the wSox:S College adminstration, ﬁcn_m:ﬁ or
* faculty, .A_me_s)z is not Emuo:m.u_o for the: Q!Bzﬁ o* ;m ma.a.dm.:a oo .

,;

<o~m mem O: bnia:n wmmm:m:m::..

.. This year’s student mOcmEBBn &maﬂoa is especially Emunmgn uo« _88:8

g -sﬂmﬂ.no FOR NATIONAL ADVERTISING BY.
National Educational Advertising Services,
‘ ws—h!uwsb Ave, New York, N. 4 10017

- of the candidates running, but because of a referendum which, if ratified, will

put the mﬁ.no:»« portion of the consalidAted mmm for bhmmeﬁ under student

- jurisdiction. - -.
Students have mqu 5«5 8 control nwm a&gw bm the .Pg mma. Eﬂdmonm. i

we wholeheartedly urge all students to vote “YES” on the referendum.

In addition, this year’s elections will rovmm::w unoa:oo moBm umt wbn

. motivated leaders in the student assembly.

.~ % As with all elections, candidates often v—.oB.mm more g»b .Em% gmmrqmn

and this, of course, dissuades people from voting. Hopefully the people vying for.
mwmmBE% seats are serious about their responsibility to the students that elected -

" back
Movement, built around the issue of racism, .

Nmbu Uc::.:nnm ? Boston

- 'The: Zmﬁouw_ Student Conference
g Racism was supposed to be a

.conference to bring together students

-to start -a new anti-racist student
‘movement, ' and " to wnbm national
- atfention to the busing issue, as well

. ,.Egmawgmnﬁﬁwomeo:

The Conference planning started in

. .anEvan. when all concerned students were
- --invited . to participate in -a steering -
. .committee, and  to help mobilize and
s - - organize students to attend the conference.
... " However, students interested in working in

the conference soon found out that the
conferénce was to take only one direction. It .
was guided, planned and imiplemented to
push the political Line of the Young Socialist

.>=S=8§unra= UB.»E«. onnwuﬁne.on. nuo.
. Socialist Workers Party, =~

. Frus :unmu mnnaounn mua other
Enﬁb&ouﬁ soon found that they were not
informed of steering committee meetings,

L and were not allowed to participate on a
- . _leadership level. The few students who were®

allowed to remain found that they were used

" .to mobilize students, but were not allowed

to make decisions. All the propaganda put.

" out took one position: stop the racist

attacks on children, and keep the buses
rolling, no matter what. Evgn calling in of
the -National Guard to protect the children
was seen as an acceptable method of-
achieving forced integration.

-Naturally, most black noﬁ_nnnn. and many

others who were members of “oppressed -

minority groups, as well as whites who could
not agree with this genocidal -liberalism,
19@&& to ‘boycott - the conference; we
. realized it was totally co-opted, and not in’
.‘E ‘interest - of --the - people. However, we
-gradually began to see that we could not sit
and allow & National Student

to be. controlled by opportunistic forces.
Concerped students in the Committee for
- Justice analysed their position, and decided
to_take this to‘the conference. )
Briefly, our position included the
following main points: capitalism is the root

of racism, and racism is the most advanced .

- means of dividing working class people and
preventing workers from putting their

attention to  the economic crisis in the -

- capitalist system. Therefore, racism has to be
 taught, with the idea constantly in mind that

_ the system of capitalism is also the enemy.

This was clearly not the position c». the

R . o YL 1L § Iy §

by said chair. We realised what was
happening, and finally managed to force the
chair to give us time on the mike. We
managed to get in a protest against the way
the conference was being run in that session.
Although the YSA loyalists hissed and
booed, support was built up among those
who were not affiliated and could cearly
see that the position taken by the organizers
of the conference was not in the interest of
Black people.

Throughout the m»? at meetings with
those people, we found that we could unite
around the position taken. Since it was
obvious that we would not be able to' make
decisions about racism at a YSA conference,

‘we decided to commandeer the mike and
“attempt to expose the opportunists, as well

as achjeye - some constructive results by

- getting students to work around the issues

raised.

All day, the SWP became more panicky as
it became obvious that something was afoot.
They attempted to infiltrate our ranks in
any way possible. They attempted to control
every workshop in order to make sure that
only acceptable proposals would come out
to be presented to the steering committee at
the evening plenary session. This attempt
failed; their feeble effort to dominate the
black workshop, for instance, was to no
awvail.

Anyway, the evening session went mm
plannéd. We did manage to control the mike
for some period of time, and our speakers
and sympathizers mnnosv«n.— to make our
position heard. One important point. that
was raised, apart from the position on busing
and the link between capitalism and racism,

. was the fact that no real community people

had participated in the conference. The
student elitist n»n-nzno was totally
condemned:

A problem at that time however was the
fact that in the confusion many
opportunistic people who desired to push a
political line, or simple to become superstars
for a few minutes, grabbed the mike and
confused many of ‘the people. Despite this;
our call for a caucus of those who felt the
way we did resulted in most of nﬁ black

- people and many 3535& iESa joining

us upstairs.

It must be added, gqnw«vm_omm. that many
of the people who walked out did not have a
clear direction, as those interested only in
pushing a line tried to disrupt the caucus.
One point that did come out was the fact
that we needed to caucus not on the
eamniane hut in Roxhurv with the




; ,w@B. s oBommu SE Bma,. our. Eﬁm in the next election. . ~-. -

Capitalist sysiem. lhereiore, racisin has 0 ve
taught, with the idea %:sﬁ in mind that
the system of capitalism is also the enemy.

This was 0—3.2% not the position of the
conference organizers, Our position is that
forced busing to achieve Bn«nnwrou is a
violation of people’ s right to

As with all elections, candidates often promise more than they can déliver,
and this, of course, dissuades people from voting. Hopefully the people vying for
assembly seats are serious about their responsibility to the students that elected
them. . .

We have seen too often in the past where pmmmBvaooEa just take up space or
- - ‘grow disinterested before their term of office is ooEEm»m .568 noBE»S:m 1dete ¢
= linger, and the result is apathetic student leaders. Hgm aoﬂ.cm«MMMwoumc the n_wmmwuwﬁw.

We urge all student government officials to make 1975 a year On ub#ﬁqaagn between the races; a way of preventing
for the student body and themselves, and we implore them to do their damndest  people from attacking institutions and the
. to insure that the unc%aﬂ of BC will get a fair shake from the &ggug of NMM—M. (28 ihey o"vwoooam caught up in
" theschool, ~ - o nting eac -

«- " 'However, since.many people B.quoEu.

.. There are mnocmw vc».muﬂ Wmnmw. «no&ngbom. w:mnmn Qam mwm ogn.oﬁnuwv : wmmﬁu that busing will help achieve quality
B name a few keep the assembly oii ifs toes, and we gnmu& uo Eﬁ.nﬁ wcation, and since the buses are rolling,
to ) to. P J M bw - the- vooEm being hused have the right to
Tt self-defense when attacked. People also have
e . a right to qualily education. This goal
-<~.. . cannot be reached -in the capitalist system

" Security n:m .:.m wﬁ AA
=~ - which needs to have a continuous supply of _

" Proving that mncnmznm must be at all times vigilant of their Emwnm news has - Poorly educated workers.. A better way
surfaced that college security has retained photos of the so called BC 44 from
their November sit-in in the registrar’s OHMom ﬂgnw Em &Bﬁmn.mnou had

their. communities be black, white or mixed.
N vnon:mmm to be removed from the files. -

T 27 Community | control; of course, .
Kingsman strongly urges that these uwo..bm Um nmquma as E.EE«& and - non-realistic goal, but fighting to achieve this
-~ that any political dossiers on. present and former students also be done away _ uoohw Ma%mnﬁﬂ-ﬂ.%nﬁﬁu%hﬁrﬂwmsmﬂ.
" . with. The filing of such materials on students would mﬁwna a far greater chance . understand. the evil of the capitalist system.

of vam abused ‘than cmEm vﬁ. 9 ubw E..mg ﬁ:ﬂomm by %ng or Eo “Z_We also included the fact that concerned.

“ s 40 not been done by political whites thus far,
z "7 The implementation of these policies of
B .7} éourse, would depénd on the elimination of
-4, F4° 7 & [rsthe National- Steering ‘Committee,
AEdy 4 1 "2 1. would * implement no- programs in the
e e J Bad o B1 23 - |7 interest of oppressed people, and the FAIR
GRS o el R | selection of a new committee that would
. "=+ 1" allow participation of non-bourgeois students
71 -~ and workers, The group and the students

2 N - the inteption of making their voices heard.
: .\ _The program began on Friday night with
R " a so-called teach-in, at which black and
white. POLITICAL SUPERSTARS from all
“over.  -the -tountry . expounded liberal
philosophy - to: the polite applause of the
. mainly SWP, mainly white audience. So far,
" grass roots nSHB:E»% voices from the city
.of . Boston had not been heard. We did,
howevér,” in the- course of Friday and
. Saturday, find that many others were as
“disenchanted’ as we were with the YSA
~‘convention that was being masqueraded as a
Tasa student convention against racism.

“The. plenary session on Saturday morning
ronm? -with the chair (ALL YSA) informing
o e SUNRCREL I P .-the .audience that .participation from the

e A ] floor- would. be limited to those recognized:

‘The ;m~=&n=?4
no<¢n=5a=n board,  at %
Michigan State withdrew '|.
it’s offer of a $2,650 |
lecture - fee, to former, | -
Nixon 5@% wmﬁdns.w..

Ronald Ziegler, because-/.

he had alridged freedom |

o».muanawgumnammigm.. )
. in iwmrﬁm” T

- to move towards this goal is for people to -
control education on a local level, whether .

is a°

which -

white  students would have to ‘begin to -
. y - organize and educate people in these racist .
=/ - white -communities, -something which has -

W

- holding -this position went 8 Boston with

~ popular support for themselves,

Lalas W ClelUil, do CUUDC LOLELEdWCA vinly il
pushing a line tried to disrupt the caucus.
One point that did come out was the fact
that we needed to caucus not on the
campus, but in Roxbury, with the
community people. :
On mEEww. many of the students went to
the YMCA in Roxbury to meet with various
grass roots community Q.nwEuwﬁoum. We
found the worst of our suspicions
confirmed. None of the people we met with
had been contacted concerning the
conference, Everyone understood cleary the
opportunism of groups such as the

"YSA-SWP, and' was in fact very cynical

about mnar attempts to “help” them. They
asked that we publicize their opposition to
the liberals’ atiempts to popularize
themselves in the national media, that we
keep in touch, and that we strike a blow
against racism by going home committed to
fight racism in our own communities. We
also  promised to discredit the so-called
march against racism to be held in Boston on
May 17th. This march, sponsored by the
NCAAP, the SWP, and other opportunistic
politicians, does not have the support of the
855:23 The m_owwu “keep the buses

-rolling” does not in any way reflect the

needs of the community.

Minarity voovrw realize that they are just
being used again by people trying to build
The
unfortunate thing is that these people act
under . the guise of socialism, and their
contradictory practicies alienates' the
community from the principles of socialism.

- This makes such people dangerous enemies

of forces truly concerned with the bringing
abouyt of a socialist society.

We also found that most people were
against forced busing, especially from one
inferior school to another., The white

- community to which the children are being”

bused has a history of overt racism. The
frresponsible people who uphold that
children -should continue to be bused there

" (despite that fact that they are afraid to-go

there ' themselves), and who call for the
National Guard to protect black children,
have to be condemned. We have to
understand that racism can be destroyed
only with the destruction of capitalism. We
have to move towards this goal, while
educating people to their human rights to
true economic equality, as well as the right
to govern themselves,

The backwards opportunists have been
exposed; we now pledge ourselves to
continue the fight against racism here at
Brooklyn "College and ' in our own

- communities. —The Committee For Justice




